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Cortez fi shing festival on horizon
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter 
 Cortez has done all it can do, now its festival this 
weekend is at the mercy of the weather. 
 The village is used to that — for more than a cen-
tury the survival of its way of life has depended heavily 
on the weather as its commercial fi shermen harvested 
the sea, or didn’t. 
 At issue is whether the Cortez Commercial Fishing 
Festival will be a super triumph or just a routine suc-
cess. The 26th annual celebration will be from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 16 and 17. 

It will fi ll the village from Anna Maria Sound on the 
west to the big nature preserve at the eastern end, from 
the working waterfront to Cortez Road. Admission is 
$2, kids under-12 free. Parking, a problem in the past, 
will include two big new lots in the village for those 
willing to walk a few extra blocks, and at Coquina 
Beach on Anna Maria Island and Sugg Middle School 
at 3801 59th St. W., shuttle bus services will be pro-
vided at a $1 fee.
 Clear weather or cloudy, the show will go on in all 
the village’s laid-back exuberance. 
 Food booths will provide just about anything one 

wants to eat in the hearty tradition of the area, includ-
ing the mullet fi sh that has been a Cortez staple since 
before its settlement in the 1880s. 
 There will be 53 booths where artists will show 
their creations in the annual juried exhibit. A petting 
zoo will be there for the youngsters to stroke tame ani-
mals, and a climbing rock wall for the older and bolder 
ones. 
 The Cortez Village Historical Society, senior of 
organizations there, will sponsor a “Book Bonanza,” 
featuring its new cookbook, “What’s Cookin’ in 

Island businesses promote 
‘I do’ during wedding festival

Slow start for bridge 
renovation project

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Islanders expecting to see a convoy of construction 
equipment along with some marine construction barges 
as the $9.2 million Anna Maria Island Bridge renova-
tion project offi cially got under way Feb. 4 were a bit 
disappointed.
 Only a few signs were placed at the east end of the 
bridge and Florida Department of Transportation work 
crews fenced off an area near the east end on the north 
side where equipment will be stored when not in use.
 Other than that, there was little evidence to indicate 
that the little project that caused such a big uproar had 
begun.
 Not to worry, said DOT spokesperson Audrey 
Clarke.
 The fi rst two weeks of the planned 400-day project 
are just a mobilization period for contractor Quinn Con-
struction Co. Inc. of Palmetto. The only real activity 
planned by Quinn during this time is the installation 
of a temporary hydraulic system to raise and lower the 
bridge while the main system is under repair.
 According to the DOT’s Web site for the project 
— www.amibridgerehab.com — there is no set date 
between March and September for any of the planned 
work that will be done prior to Sept. 29. That’s the date 
the bridge will actually be closed to vehicular traffi c for 
a 45-day period while the major repairs are done.
 Activities planned for the March-September period 
are the installation of traffi c control devices, replace-
ment of timber on the bridge’s fender system, repair of 
the concrete spall, removal and replacement of the side-
walks, restoration of the embankments at both bridge 
approaches and installation of a sidewalk west of the 
bridge on the north side of the road.
 Clarke said the DOT will try to keep the Web site 
updated about actual dates that any portions of the proj-

Only the lonely
A few signs and a fenced-in area for equipment at 
the east end of the Anna Maria Island Bridge are just 
about all that indicates the $9.2 million project began 
Feb. 4. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Heidi Littlefi eld, 
19 months, 

and her father, 
Mark Littlefi eld, 
walk the carpet 

in the fashion 
show for 
the fi rst 

annual Anna 
Maria Island 

Wedding 
Festival 

on Feb. 10. 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Local businesses romanced visitors Feb. 10 in the 
fi rst annual Anna Maria Island Wedding Festival.
 Establishments islandwide participated in the 
event, which launched with a fashion show outside 
Acqua Aveda Spa, 5311 Gulf Drive, and culminated 
at sunset with a faux wedding reception at the Sandbar 
Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., Anna Maria.

 The Anna Maria Island Wedding Merchants and 
the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce co-spon-
sored the event — the brainchild of photographer Jack 
Elka.
 Dozens of businesses courted those seeking infor-
mation about holding a dream wedding in the “beach 
wedding capital of the world.”
 Participating venues included the BeachHouse 
Restaurant, Tortuga Inn and Sun House Restaurant in 
Bradenton Beach. 
 In Cortez, the Bayside Banquet hall showcased 
its reception hall and hosted the Rev. Jill Salazaar and 
WWPR/1490 AM radio.
 In Holmes Beach, the Anna Maria Island Cham-
ber of Commerce, Melinda’s Cafe & Catering, Haley’s 
Motel, the Harrington House Bed and Breakfast, Jack 
Elka Photographics and Acqua Aveda Spa welcomed 
expo attendees. The locations also hosted vendors.
 In Anna Maria, the Sandbar Restaurant, Body & 
Sol Spa, Ginny’s and Jane’s at the Old IGA, Matt & 
Dom’s Pastry Cafe and Waterfront Restaurant wel-
comed guests and hosted vendors.
 Registration for the event took place at the cham-
ber offi ce beginning at 10 a.m. From there, attendees 

PLEASE SEE BRIDGE, NEXT PAGE

PLEASE SEE CORTEZ, PAGE 3

PLEASE SEE WEDDINGS, NEXT PAGE

Model “brides” Erin Craft, Arin Croson and Donna Meier get Acqua Aveda Spa’s hair and makeup treatment 
before a fashion show outside the Holmes Beach salon. The fi rst annual Anna Maria Island Wedding Festival 
on Feb. 10 featured the fashion show, a mock sunset wedding and much tasting, testing and venue-hopping. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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ventured out to the various destinations via the trolley, 
a limousine or their own vehicle.
 “I haven’t been in a limo since prom,” said Janet 
Thatcher as she prepared to step into a white stretch 
limo for her tour of the Island. “I’ve already decided to 
have a beach wedding and got it arranged, but maybe 
something will strike my fancy.”
 Her fi ancé, Bill Johnson, nodded in agreement.
 A fi rst stop for many was the BeachHouse, which 
served a continental breakfast that included mimosas 
on the Gulffront deck.
 “With a natural view like this, how can you go 
wrong,” said expo-attendee Paul Michasowski.
 At 11 a.m. Acqua Aveda hosted a wedding fashion 
show, with models wearing fashions from Something 
Blue and hair and makeup by Acqua Aveda, the buffet 
was catered by Harry’s Continental Kitchens and the 
mood set by Perfect Setting and Tsunami Entertain-
ment.
 “Everything you need for the perfect wedding is 
right here, all in one on a platter,” said Harriette John-
son, investigating the Island for her granddaughter 
bride-to-be.
 During the expo, Mr. Bones Restaurant provided 
lunch at Haley’s Motel, a wine and cheese party took 
place at the Waterfront Restaurant and the sunset fi nale 
was carried off at the Sandbar.
 The day also provided an opportunity for attendees 
to talk with photographers, offi ciates, fl orists, musi-
cians, DJs, planners and designers.
 “I liked that we could meet so many people,” 
said Amy Godfrey, who isn’t engaged but hopes to 
someday have a beach wedding. “I want a little wed-
ding, simple but fun and elegant. I think I found the 
right DJ and minister. 
 “Now I need the right guy.”

ect will begin.
 The bridge is scheduled to reopen for vehicular 
traffi c on Nov. 13. That’s Thursday, Nov. 13, not Friday 
the 13th.

Bridge work off to slow start
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Weddings take off on Island
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Illustrator spreads valentine 
sentiment for Feb. 14

Poor Tugger spreads the message of love with humor. 
Islander Image: Courtesy Jolie Bell

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Islander Jolie Bell introduced cartoon character 
Tugger and his canine crew to readers in the book “Poor 
Tugger’s Almanac of Canine Wisdoms.”
 The illustrator and author next published a second 
book, “Poor Tuggerisms: A Book of Canine Comments 
and Other Fun Stuff About Dogs,” as well as a card line 
that includes Valentine’s Day messages.
 The inspiration for Poor Tugger? The Bell family 
dog, Tugger, a miniature schnauzer with attitude.

The Islander recently conversed with Bell about her 
best friend and her companion’s wisdom, wisecracks 
and Valentine’s Day sentiments.

The Islander: Your character, Poor Tugger, is a 
romantic?
 Jolie Bell: He’s the Don Juan of dogdom. Just offer 
him a treat and he’ll sweep you off your feet.

The Islander: How long has Poor Tugger been 
around?
 JB: He’s been around for several years, but just 
came out of his shy shell recently to bite into the busi-
ness world.

The Islander: Has he had a major love affair?
 JB: Do you mean with dogs, cats or people — 
because he digs them all. 

The Islander: You work a lot with Poor Tugger. 
Have you fallen for him?
 JB: Despite our obvious differences, I have a big 
crush on him. We spend many happy hours together 
chewing the fat (or the bone).

The Islander: How can others catch up with Poor 
Tugger?
 JB: Poor Tugger’s home base is in gift shops here 
on Anna Maria Island, where he stashes his books, cards 
and other treasures. His territory is expanding though 
and he’s wandering away to include shops and book-
stores in Bradenton and Sarasota, too. By the way, he’s 
on the prowl again and is scratching out more books 
and cards.

Tingley to host sale 
Saturday, Feb. 23

 Tingley Memorial Library, 111 Second St. N., 
Bradenton Beach, will host its annual book sale 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 For more information, including details on 
donating books, call 941-779-1208.
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Meetings

Cortez,” with 524 favorite recipes. Also for sale at the 
Bonanza across the street from the historic Fulford Fish 
House will be “Finest Kind,” reprinted by the Florida 
Historical Society, “Fog Comin’ In” by Doris Green, 
and “Cortez Then and Now, ” by Mary Fulford Green 
with photos by Linda Molto. The society will show 
movies in the Cortez Community Center on 123rd 
Street. 
 Also in the Fulford Fish House will be a display of 
working fi sh nets, fi tting well into the festival’s theme, 
“Net Works.” 
 The Traditional Small Craft Association will 
stage a “raid” on the shores of Cortez, with its boats 
including some built in a program of the Florida 
Maritime Museum at Cortez. The museum itself, at 
the eastern end of the village, will be open to the 
public both days. 
 John Stevely, marine extension agent with the Uni-
versity of Florida and longtime Cortez afi cionado, will 
lead tours of the working waterfront hourly from Star 
Fish Co. He will discuss the area’s ecology and his-
tory and wildlife (“anything that swims or fl ies,” he 
says), and point out types of fi shing gear and boats 
from shrimpers to crabbers to purse seiners to the big 
offshore long-line grouper boats. 
 Music and entertainment will be continuous both 
days, arranged by Cortez musician Richard Culbreath 
and wife Jeri. 
 The Cortez area has provided seafood for human-
ity for 1,000 years, Stevely noted. Native Americans 
camped and fi shed there, and colonial Spanish and 
Cubans worked the sea and shores later. Americans 
arrived in the 1880s from Carteret County, N.C., and 
it is their proud descendants who host the Cortez Com-
mercial Fishing Festival. 
 Sponsor and beneficiary is the village’s core 
organization, the Florida Institute for Saltwater 
Heritage. Proceeds from the festival, hopefully 
$60,000-plus from 20,000 or more visitors, will go 
into the big FISH Preserve adjacent to the village, 
purchased with past festival funds and donations to 
the organization. 
 FISH’s treasurer, Karen Bell, optimistically pre-
dicted “The weather will be just fi ne — it has to be.” 
She speaks for all villagers, who hope for weather as 
friendly as Cortezians themselves. 

Anna Maria City
Feb. 19, 10 a.m., Phase I of drainage meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Feb. 13, 2 p.m., city commission work meeting.
Feb. 13, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Feb. 21, 1 p.m., city commission meeting. 
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Feb. 21, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeing.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org 

Of Interest
Feb. 20, 7 p.m., Barrier Island Elected Offi cials Com-
mittee meeting, Bradenton Beach City Hall, canceled. 
Feb. 21, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire and Rescue 
District Commission meeting, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

Holiday Closures
Government offi ces in Anna Maria and Holmes 
Beach will be closed on Monday, Feb. 18, in obser-
vance of Presidents Day. 
Garbage, trash and recycling collection regularly 
scheduled for Feb. 18 will take place on Feb. 16 in 
Anna Maria and Holmes Beach. There will be no 
interruption of service in Bradenton Beach. 

Recession worries: Not. AMI Tourism up 36 percent
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 If many people are staying home this winter wor-
ried about a U.S. or global recession, they’re not stay-
ing away from Anna Maria Island.
 The fi rst hint that the tourism slump of the past 
three years might be over was in December 2007 when 
The Islander reported that occupancy rates for Island 
accommodations had increased six consecutive months 
from June to November compared with the same period 
in 2006.
 Now, it appears the fl ow of visitors to Anna Maria 
Island — and the entire Bradenton area — might turn 
into a fl ood.
 The Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau reported overall occupancy of Island accom-
modations for January 2008 hit 41.5 percent, a gain 
of 36.5 percent when compared with the dismal 30.4 
percent occupancy rate for January 2007.
 If that upswing is any indication, expect Island 
tourism in February and March to exceed all projec-
tions, perhaps even set an occupancy record.
 For February 2007, Island occupancy was at 70 
percent, while in March of the same year, it stood at 
84.7 percent. Should the current trend continue, occu-
pancy might surpass 90 percent in either February or 
March.
 It’s no surprise that a large number of Island visitors 
this season are from Canada and overseas markets in 
Europe. 
  The CVB has done a number of travel shows in 
Europe, has an excellent public relations fi rm and the 
favorable exchange rate has really helped Island tour-
ism, noted Susan Estler of the CVB.
 Just last year, Canadians got about 80 cents on the 
dollar as an exchange rate. Canadian dollar now is an 
even exchange for the U.S. dollar, making a Florida 
winter vacation more affordable — and attractive — for 
northern visitors.

 Likewise for Europe, a market where the CVB put 
on a number of travel shows during 2007. It appears 
now that the marketing campaign is paying off. 
  Quite a few Island accommodation owners have 
reported an infl ux of British and European visitors this 
winter, with more than two months remaining in the 
season. 
 A lot of credit goes to the favorable exchange rate 
and advertising in Europe, said Tom Buehler of Haley’s 
Motel in Holmes Beach.
 Just 18 months ago, Europeans were getting 70 
cents for each euro on the exchange rate, and the Brit-
ish pound was exchanged at a most unfavorable $1.40 
per pound.
 Things have certainly changed in just a year. One 
euro fetches $1.45 on the exchange, while the British 
pound is worth nearly $2.
 Although a weak U.S. dollar might be bad for 
American factories, it’s good news for tourism and real 
estate sales on Anna Maria Island.
 “We’re a ‘good value’ vacation for Europeans,” 
said Estler, “and they are learning quite a bit about us 
because of the travel shows.”
 At a recent show in Ireland, the CVB temporar-
ily ran out of brochures due to heavy demand by the 

Irish.
 “They are looking for a family-oriented vacation 
spot where they can relax after going to DisneyWorld 
and we are ideal,” said Estler.
 Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce execu-
tive director Mary Ann Brockman agreed that the Island 
had a rush of visitors in January, in large measure thanks 
to the favorable exchange rate.
 “We’re also getting a lot of calls from Europe 
asking for information. It’s fantastic,” she said.
 For January, the chamber sent out 1,012 travel pack-
ages in response to e-mails from out-of-state, Brock-
man observed. “That’s likely a record. We’ve been 
extremely busy. Let’s all keep our fi ngers crossed after 
the last three years,” she added, knocking on wood.
 “It’s certainly pleasing to see our trade show efforts 
are paying off,” concluded Estler.
 At a time when the man-made attractions of Orlando 
are reporting a downturn in tourism and recession fears 
seem to grip a large portion of the United States, Anna 
Maria Island appears to be in the midst of a tourism 
upswing.
 “Let’s keep it going through February and March,” 
said Brockman.

Cortez festival this weekend
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Old Cortez festival 
nemesis whipped

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 That old devil parking — or its shortage — that 
squeezes the annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Fes-
tival is being nicely loosened, festival organizers say. 
 As the festival has become more popular every 
year, the parking shortage has grown with it. This year’s 
big event, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Feb. 16-17, promises more 
accommodation closer to the historic village at the east 
end of the Cortez Bridge. 
 Closer, too, to the benefi ciary of the festival: The 
annual celebration has paid for the 100-acre Florida 
Institute of Saltwater Heritage Preserve at the east 
end of the village and now is the fi nancial vehicle for 
purchase of the few lots in the Preserve that remain 
in private hands. Last year, the festival cleared some 
$62,000, said Karen Bell, treasurer of FISH.
 A large clearing has been created near the village 
end of the Preserve, used to store dredge spoil that is 
destined for base improvements in the nature park and 
is being opened for parking. It’s an easy walk to the 
waterfront and the festival, Bell indicated. 
 Just across Cortez Road is the Hunter Hill residen-
tial area being developed by Peter Thurell, who festival 
offi cials say will open his cleared land for festival park-
ing. There is some parking, too, at the museum and on 
the village’s streets, for early arrivals. And shuttle ser-
vice will be provided from and to Coquina Beach, over 
the bridge at the south end of Anna Maria Island, and at 
Sugg Middle School, 3801 59th St. W. in Bradenton. 
 The event will celebrate the village’s history from 
the 1800s through decades of good and hard times as 
a commercial fi shing center for the western Gulf of 
Mexico. The foundation has been mullet, the fi sh that 
once was thought unworthy of civilized tables and now 
is the creator of a caviar in high demand in the Orient 
and Italy and remains an important village product 
despite a hated ban on gillnetting. There will be mullet 
dishes of all possible kinds at the festival. 
 Food booths will be furnished by leading restau-
rants in the area, said Mary Fulford Green, descendant 
of Cortez founder “Captain Billy” Fulford and herself 
treasurer of the village’s historical society and a com-
munity leader. She is once again in charge of food and 
will again provide her tasty strawberry shortcake. 
 Half a hundred artists, some new and some return-
ing from past events, will have booths along the water-
front and along some inshore streets, said Linda Molto, 
Cortez artist in charge of festival artists. 
 Longtime Cortez musician Richard Culbreath and his 
wife Jeri have got entertainment organized throughout both 
days of the festival, from the Anna Maria String Band to 
Project SRQ Jazz to Manatee River Blue Grass to Maple 
Mountain Music to Culbreath’s own popular group. 
 Children won’t be left out, Molto noted, and will 
have all kinds of games and events of their own — 
ponies, petting zoo, rock climb and other goodies. 

Rescue 911
A Bayfl ite helicopter takes off from the fi eld north 
of Holmes Beach City Hall Feb. 6, transporting an 
injured Holmes Beach man to Bayfront Medical Center 
in St. Petersburg. Emergency Medical Service person-
nel called in the chopper for the medical incident. The 
helicopter landed and took off with EMS, West Manatee 
Fire Rescue, Holmes Beach Police Department and 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce offi cers on the perim-
eter of the fi eld. HBPD reported the incident as an 
attempted suicide. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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How will
  you remember
  your sweetheart?
 
A gift certifi cate for 

a photo by 
Jack Elka is the 
perfect gift for 

someone you love. 

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

HOT NEW 
BUMPER 

STICKERS

   
$1

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order $2

‘Anonymous’ complaints about Sandbar spark interest
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Sandbar Restaurant owner Ed Chiles may have 
spent the past three years dealing with Anna Maria staff, 
city commissioners and planning and zoning board 
members about a site-plan for the restaurant, but he’s 
still got some more ground to cover regarding the plan 
and his restaurant.
 In fact, two anonymous complaints about the res-

taurant to code enforcement offi cer Gerry Rathvon 
along with some issues with the approved site-plan 
prompted her and city planner Alan Garrett to write 
Chiles a letter Feb. 6 outlining some “issues” at the 
establishment.
 Rathvon’s code complaints might not be serious in 
other jurisdictions, but this is Anna Maria.
 The fi rst complaint is that Chiles has two extra 
landscape lights on the east side of the alleyway that 

runs north and south by the restaurant and these lights 
are blocking some of the required 10-foot wide access 
to the beach.
 In addition, said the complainer, Chiles has a “big 
potted plant” and a light on the south side of the east-
west alley that are blocking a portion of the alley.
 Further, read the complaint, Chiles has to fi nd a 
way to maintain the water runoff from the outdoor 
shower at the Sandbar on the west side of the building 
because the runoff is apparently fl ooding a city right-
of-way. The city suggested that if he can’t control the 
runoff, he should disconnect the shower.
 Efforts to reach Rathvon for comment on the code 
allegations were unsuccessful.
 In addition to the code violations in the Feb. 6 letter, 
Garrett included several site plan issues that he’d like 
Chiles to address and solve.
 Chief among those are that parts of the pedestrian 
path do not meet the six-foot width required in the fi nal 
site-plan and Chiles has added some landscaping near 
the bathroom building that was “not indicated within 
the area of internal vehicular circulation” on the fi nal 
site-plan.
 Garrett also indicated that a portion of the outdoor 
dining deck does not meet the required seven-foot set-
back from the right-of-way of the pedestrian walkway. 
He suggested Chiles either amend the fi nal site-plan or 
remove the offending items.
  Other site-plan issues include the loading area par-
allel to Spring Avenue and unauthorized parking within 
the area “designated for internal circulation.”
 Garret suggested that he and Chiles meet to discuss 
possible solutions to all the site-plan problems.
 “The city is open and welcomes your input and 
solutions to the actions,” he said.
 Garret said that he observed the site-plan violations 
during routine inspections of the property for compli-
ance with the site-plan that was approved by the city 
commission May 25, 2006, after nearly two years of 
sometimes contentious debate and some serious opposi-
tion to the plan from several city residents, including 
some who live near the restaurant.
 Rathvon, however, is a reactive code enforcement 
offi cer per city commission policy.
 She does not actively patrol the city looking for 
code violations, and only “reacts” to a potential code 
problem when someone reports an issue to city hall.
 The city commission has consistently backed a 
policy that allows code complaints to be made anony-
mously.
 Chiles said he asked for a meeting with Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Barford, along with Garrett and Rathvon, 
before the letter was sent to resolve issues that had only 
been discussed to that point.
 “We’ll be happy to take care of the plants, the side-
walk and the deck and anything else that’s a problem,” 
said Chiles.
 Regarding the outdoor shower, he said the city had 
given him permission to install the shower and rest-
rooms because quite a few beachgoers were utilizing 
private property along the beach for personal showers 
or when they needed a bathroom.
 But if he can’t get control of the drainage onto city 
property caused by the shower, then he’ll just have to 
turn off the shower to the public, Chiles said.

Bentley returns to Island

Bentley Bunsmore returned home to Anna Maria last 
week. Islander Photo: Rebecca Barnett

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria Island welcomed thousands of return-
ing part-time residents last week.
 The Island also welcomed one part-time employee 
missing for 11 months. Bentley Bunsmore, the life-
size statue of a butler, disappeared on St. Patrick’s Day 
2007 from outside Sandy Rich’s real estate offi ce, 9906 
Gulf Drive in Anna Maria. He was found on Feb. 2 at 
a garage sale in Bradenton.
 “I just don’t even care,” Rich said regarding the 
identity of the culprits in the missing butler caper. “He’s 
back. That’s what counts.”
 That statue’s disappearance was reported as a kid-
napping to the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce on 
March 18, 2007. Other than the fact that the kidnap 
victim was a statue, the distinguishing characteristic 
was a Band-Aid on the butler’s thumb.
 At the time, Rich and her clients at the coffee shop 
she operated from the location speculated that the but-
ler’s disappearance was associated with St. Patrick’s 
Day revelry.
 In the months after the statue’s disappearance, Rich 
received numerous calls from people reporting Bentley 
sightings, specifi cally outside other stores.
 But Bentley remained missing until Feb. 2, when 
a customer of Rich’s saw him wearing a “sold” tag at 
a garage sale in Bradenton.
 Rich said her customer “raced back here to tell me” 
and she, in turn, raced to Bradenton.
 Working with the garage sale operator and the 
garage sale shopper who purchased the statue, along 
with a sheriff’s deputy, Rich brought Bentley back to 
her store.
 “Everybody was real cooperative,” she said.
 Bentley had been placed in the garage sale after 
being found at a Dumpster at an apartment complex. 
 “He still has the Band-Aid,” Rich said, adding that 

she didn’t plan on continuing the criminal case.
 She also added that Bentley is now spending his 
time inside when the Rich Realty offi ce is closed.

Anna Maria looks to fi ll P&Z board seat
 Doug Winton has resigned as a member of Anna 
Maria’s planning and zoning board, creating an immedi-
ate vacancy for anyone interested in the voluntary post.
 In a letter to Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford 
and P&Z chairman Doug Copeland, Winton said his 
new job with Republic Bank will require him to spend 
extensive time in Port Richey.
 Winton’s resignation leaves an immediate opening 
on the board at a time when board members are delv-
ing into the critical issue of updating the city’s land-

development regulations to coincide with the revised 
comprehensive plan that has been sent to the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs for approval.
 Once the comp plan is approved, the city is required 
to pass LDRs that enforce what is contained in the comp 
plan.
 The board has been discussing changes that it 
understands will be needed in the residential, commer-
cial and retail-offi ce-residential zoning districts when 
the comp plan is fi nalized.
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Parks issues draw crowds to Bradenton Beach
By Paul Roat

 It would seem that it takes an issue involving mobile 
home parks to draw a crowd to Bradenton Beach City 
Hall.
 A near-record 70 people packed the hall last Thurs-
day night, almost all to hear the commission’s actions 

on issues related to unrelated items which interested 
the Pines Trailer Park and the Sandpiper Mobile Home 
Resort.
 Pines’ residents were upset, according to resident 
Arthur Foster, about a proposal to bring the Manatee 
Trolley down Bridge Street from Gulf Drive. The park, 

at the east end of Bridge Street, would have a turn-
around site of the trolley if transit and city offi cials 
approve such a site.
 Foster presented a petition of 40-plus residents 
who questioned the new trolley route, citing concerns 
regarding noise, fumes and general safety.
 “We’re not against the trolley going down Bridge 
Street,” Foster said, “but we’re opposed to the trolley 
using the roundabout at the end of the street.” He said that 
there are delivery trucks up and down the “main street” of 
Bradenton Beach every day, and adding the trolley three 
times an hour into the mix “is totally unacceptable.” 
 Barbara Rodocker of Bridge Walk at Bridge Street 
and Gulf Drive endorsed the added route stop.
 BridgeTender Restaurant manager Johnny Mercino 
echoed Rodocker’s endorsement, adding that it would 
be a “win-win” for trolley riders. 
 Pines’ resident Eileen Suhre said she and her late 
husband Richard, a former city commissioner, had 
helped develop the “downtown” district of Bridge 
Street. “The trolley will not help Bridge Street,” she 
said. “We all need to walk.”
 City commissioners listened and made no com-
ment on the matter of the trolley rolling down Bridge 
Street.
 Fast forward to the north park, and big issue 
No. 2.
 Sandpiper Resort residents requested the city com-
mission to execute a 99-year lease for several streets 
that run through the property. An issue has evolved 
involving streets within the property between the prop-
erty’s lender, according to park president Bob Schubert, 
and the city, an issue that needs resolution.
 The park committee suggested a vacation of right 
of was of 27th Street, Avenue B and the northern por-
tion of 26th Street. 
 City attorney Ralf Brooks suggested that the matter 
was complicated due to myriad plat and ownership 
issues, some of which predated the incorporation of 
the city. After discussion, commissioners agreed to have 
the attorneys representing both Sandpiper and the city 
work out some sort of agreement, with Sandpiper to 
take the lead in the negotiations.

Traffi c stopper
Sirens and fl ashing lights signal motorists to pull over for West Manatee Fire Rescue fi refi ghters en route to 
an emergency call. A recently created mural at the old fi re station in Bradenton Beach, now the headquarters 
for the WMFR Auxiliary, stops motorists and pedestrians interested in getting a good look. The auxiliary hired 
Scalawag Graphics to paint the mural, which honors local fi refi ghters and the Island departments through the 
years. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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I ∫ AMI
 Bumper stickers, auto tags, T-shirts and buttons 
all sing the praises — and love — for Anna Maria 
Island.
 We variously call it paradise, Shangri La, heaven 
on Earth and HOME.
 While many folks say they come here because they 
love it, invariably, they want to change it. The AMI 
motto could very well be: AMI for progress — without 
change.
 You could go back to the beginnings and likely 
fi nd the early settlers didn’t want anyone to change the 
“bounty” of Anna Maria Island. 
 But more and more folks came and soon a little 
school and other amenities — including newspapers 
to record the times — made AMI more attractive.
 Best of all, are the words of the late Wyatt Blass-
ingame in his 1956 short story, “Anna Maria, I love 
you.” And at this writing, he’d been a winter visitor for 
20 years.
 “There was, and still is, a long rickety bridge that 
swayed like a swing as the car went across it. At the 
Island end of the bridge was a small cluster of houses. 
Then for fi ve miles the road twisted, for no apparent 
reason, between jungle on the right and one great white 
sweeping beach on the left with the Gulf blue and green 
beyond it. Where a sign said ‘City of Anna Maria,’ with 
nothing whatsoever except the sign to indicate it was 
a city, three pheasants ran across the road. I thought: 
‘Some city!’”
 Blassingame’s story highlights some of the char-
acters he found and loved, and he sums up the changes 
he saw and his love for the Island:
 “After the war change caught up with us. New 
bridges connect us to the mainland and to Longboat 
Key to the south. Bulldozers are doing away with the 
mangroves; dredgelines are changing fi ddler crab fl ats 
into canals and building sites. 
 “As a result we have more people, fewer fi ddler 
crabs, fewer mosquitoes. No one person any longer 
knows every other person on the Island. And most of 
our new arrivals either have no fl amboyant character-
istics or prefer to keep them cautiously hidden.
 “But it is still a good Island. There is still the water, 
and the gulls, and the great white sweep of beach. There 
are still a few bits of jungle where a man can walk and 
think and see no life except the birds. The fi shing is not 
what it used to be — no old timer anywhere in the world 
will admit that it is — but I can still walk into the Gulf 
and catch whiting and trout and redfi sh; and if the fi sh 
aren’t biting I can put down the rod and swim.”
 We ask that you remember what brought you to 
love Anna Maria Island.
 And read Wyatt’s love story — and more — online 
at www.islander.org. Now that’s progress.

Other Island thoughts
 I really enjoyed Reporter Rick Catlin’s Jan. 9 com-
ments on Clearwater in The Islander. My wife and I are 
just back from two weeks in Holmes Beach. It’s our 20th 
year there. We went to the Coral in Clearwater Beach (it’s 
still there, but now gone condo, from the late-1950s until 
1968, as a young couple with two small kids and my wife’s 
parents as babysitters, usually for 10 days or so in April. I 
remember seeing Robin Roberts pitch against Whitey Ford 
in Clearwater and the Back to the Farm chicken dinners 
at the Beachcomber for either $2.95 or $3.95. (We still 
meet friends there for lunch. Prices are higher but what 
a great place!) Our last year was 1968, as we thought the 
new owners were greedy. Our waterfront apartment cost 
$170 for 10 nights. They had not only raised the rates but 
stretched the winter season.
 When I retired in 1987, we took a trip to Disney 
World and went back to Clearwater Beach and were 
shocked at how developed it had become. And it was 
nothing like it is now! After a meal at the Beachcomber, 
we can’t wait to get out of town and away from those 
disgusting and overwhelming high rises.
 The following year, we visited friends in Punta 
Gorda who suggested that we check out Holmes Beach 
on the way home. “It will remind you of what Clearwa-
ter Beach used to be like,” they said. So true, and that’s 
why we’ve gone to Holmes Beach for 20 years.
 Nina and Bill Falconer, N.C. 

Can you make the noise?
 Thanks for this week’s edition of The Islander, 
especially Sandscript, which I always enjoy, but this 
week’s installment was a true gem.
 We have been visiting Anna Maria Island for about 
nine years now and I fi nd it very easy to reconcile your 
list of “you know you’re an Islander when ….”
 Hazel and I have certain things that always immedi-
ately bring back happy memories, and we can cheer each 
other up just by mentioning them. One of our favorites 
is when one of us will make a sound which goes “clop 

clop, clop clop, berrrrrrrrrrr, clop clop, clop clop.” If you 
don’t recognize my interpretation, just listen the next 
time you drive over the bridge on Cortez Road.
 One more thing, is it telepathy or just coincidence 
that everyone, however old, always smiles when they 
see the dolphins in the Intracoastal Waterway? And 
again, it doesn’t matter how many times you see one, 
we are all compelled to stop and watch the manatees 
just over the road from your offi ce.
 Richard and Hazel Ackroyd, Oxford, England
 (Cold, wet and eight months to go to our next visit!)

Go green
 Anna Maria Island is one of the treasures of the 
west coast of Florida. So how about some cooperation 
from all of us in keeping it well maintained?
 As I walk the beach each morning, I collect plastic 
bottle caps, coffee cup tops and so many plastic straws, 
all of which are so harmful to our wildlife. Note every 
beach access has a trash container, please use them. I 
commend Cafe on the Beach, which will not dispense 
straws to its customers.
 As a customer of a local bank, I was appalled last 
week to see the Dumpster gate opened with trash all 
about. A broom is not costly, so purchase one.
 How about the residents/owners of their homes 
just picking up the trash surrounding their immediate 
property? I realize most of this trash comes from irre-
sponsible passerbuys, but it is your property.
 All of us lets go green, and keep our treasure beautiful.
 Ann I Rully, Holmes Beach

Parking space thoughts
 I would like to say that the city of Anna Maria should 
have purchased the commercial lots at the corner of Pine 
and Bay and put in parking meters. That way, the city could 
have recouped its cost and also provided more parking for 
the city pier and have the now needed 38 parking spaces 
needed. But now, it is too late, as they have already been 
sold and are now residential-offi ce and not commercial. 
 B.J. Smith, Lakeland
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 • A number of Anna Maria residents living near the 
city hall voiced their objections to construction of a new 
public works building at the Spring Avenue end of city 
hall, complaining that the 30-foot by 60-foot structure 
would be too near their residences.
 • In his “state-of-the-city” address to the city com-
mission, Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner 
announced he would not seek re-election when his term 
expired.
 • The Bradenton Beach City Commission struck 
down a section in a proposed set of goals and policies 
for the city that called for media requests for informa-
tion to be cleared in advance by the mayor. Commis-
sioner Gail Cole objected to inclusion of the policy, 
noting that he believed the media should have “unen-
cumbered access” to the city’s public records and busi-
ness of the commission.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Feb. 3 68 80 0Feb. 3 68 80 0
Feb. 4 58 81 0Feb. 4 58 81 0
Feb. 5 59 81 0Feb. 5 59 81 0
Feb. 6 64 78 TraceFeb. 6 64 78 Trace
Feb. 7 62 73 0Feb. 7 62 73 0
Feb. 8 63 79 1.0Feb. 8 63 79 1.0
Feb. 9 61 80 .25Feb. 9 61 80 .25
Average Gulf water temperature 67°Average Gulf water temperature 67°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Parks committee readies seminar

Putting up a 
playground
A “tiny tot” play 
lot comes together 
near the skate-
board park near 
Marina Drive in 
Holmes Beach. The 
lot will likely be 
opened when city 
and school offi cials 
gather to dedicate 
the skate park to 
the late HBPD 
Offi ce Pete Lannon. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Com-
mittee fi nalized last week the timing, the equipment, the 
duties and the title for the group’s annual seminar.
 The program, moderated by committee member 
Kathy King, will be presented at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 12, at Holmes Beach City Hall. The title will be 
“Irrigation and Florida Yards” and was selected with the 
hope of informing residents about how to incorporate 
conservation practices into landscaping.
 Panelists will include committee members Melissa Snyder, 
Fred Heger and Maureen Hirthler — all master gardens.
 Snyder will deliver a 30-minute presentation on 
the nine principles of creating Florida-friendly yards 
— right plant for the right place, water effi ciently, fertil-
ize appropriately, mulch, attract wildlife, manage yard 
pests responsibly, recycle, reduce storm water runoff 
and protect the waterfront.
 Hirthler will deliver a 10-minute presentation on 
how she improved the irrigation system at her Holmes 
Beach home.
 Snyder and Hirthler will join Heger at the end of 
the program on a question-and-answer panel.
 Jack Tichenor, an extension agent with Manatee 

County, also will sit on the panel, as well as deliver a 
30-minute talk on irrigation.
 In other business during the meeting Feb. 7, Com-
missioner David Zaccagnino, liaison to the commit-
tee, informed members that school bus stops cannot be 
merged with trolley stops under school district rules.
 The committee, as it considered where to locate 
several new trolley shelters this year, had suggested 
working with the school district to move school bus 
stops to trolley shelters.
 Zaccagnino said school district offi cials frown on 
such for safety reasons.
 The committee briefl y discussed work at the Anna 
Maria Island Butterfl y Park adjacent to city hall and 
members agreed that the garden, damaged last year by 
tree roots and tree-trimming, is on the mend.
 Committee members also agreed to focus on 
improving islands at Manatee Avenue and East Bay 
and on Marina and Gulf drives. For example, for the 
National Arbor Day celebration April 25, committee 
members want to plant two palms on an island in the 
5500 block of Marina Drive.
 The parks and beautification committee’s next 
meeting will be at 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 5, at city 
hall, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
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The Island Experts 
since 1972

Turn to West Coast Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, customer satisfaction and Carrier 
systems that are second to none. Serving the Island 
communities for 35 years, we’ll make sure you’re as 
comfortable with us as you are with your home 
comfort system. 
• Unmatched Carrier expertise, effi ciency and reliability
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

West Manatee fi re offi cials tour facilities

Taking stock
West Manatee Fire Rescue District Commissioners Mike Mulyck, from left, John Rigney, Jesse Davis and Jack 
Emery examine the space in a garage at Station 4. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

A sign is intended to keep a WMFR bunkhouse clean.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Call it the 2008 Tour of Stations.
 West Manatee Fire Rescue Chief Andy Price led 
district fi re commissioners on a tour of the district’s 
three stations and administration building Feb. 6. The 
chief, along with Deputy Chief Brett Pollock and Bat-
talion Chief Dennis Dotson, didn’t conduct the tour to 
show off the decor, the view or the landscaping, but 
rather to show the cramped personnel quarters.
 “We need more space at each station, physical 
space,” Price said.
 Before departing from Station 1 in Holmes Beach, 
Price reminded commissioners that the board adopted 
a strategic plan in March 2005 that identifi ed critical 
issues facing the district.
 Some issues dealt with WMFR facilities — includ-
ing the need for the consolidation of administrative 
operations now divided between the Island and the 
mainland, and the remodeling or rebuilding of the 
administration building and Station 4 at 407 67th St. 
W. in unincorporated west Manatee County.
 WMFR’s newest building is Station 1, 6001 Marina 
Drive in Holmes Beach, built in 1988. Station 2, 10350 
Cortez Road in west Manatee, was built in 1987, and 
Station 4 was built in 1962, then remodeled in 1995. 
Station 3, 105 Highland Ave. in Bradenton Beach, 
serves as a headquarters for the WMFR Association.
 All three stations, according to Price, were built to 

West Man-
atee Fire 
Rescue 
District 
Commis-
sioner 
Larry 
Tyler looks 
around 
during a 
tour of 
the depart-
ment’s 
admin-
istrative 
building in 
northwest 
Manatee.

PLEASE SEE FIRE, NEXT PAGE
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City of Anna Maria
10005 Gulf Drive, PO Box 779 Anna Maria, FL, 34216

Reduce Stormwater Runoff In Anna Maria
Stormwater runoff can carry pollutants, pesticides, and excess fertilizers into the 
bay and groundwater.  Remember that what goes in  your storm drain can fi nd its 
way into our water sources.

Follow these tips to reduce stormwater runoff from your yard:

• Direct downspouts and gutters onto your lawn, plant beds, rain barrels,           
  cisterns or containment areas.
• Use mulch, bricks or other porous surfaces for walkways, patios
  and driveways.
• Sweep grass clippings, fertilizer and soil onto the lawn so they don’t get washed  
   into the storm drains.
• Clean up oil spills and leaks on the driveway.  Use cat litter to absorb oil.
• Pick up pet waste to help reduce bacterial and nutrient pollution.
• Remove trash from right-of-ways before it gets washed
  into storm drains.

If you see evidence of an illegal discharge write down a description of
what you observed and when.  Report the incident to the City of Anna Maria
Public Works Department at 941-708-6130,  ext. 25

HOLIDAY 
GARBAGE and RECYCLING 

PICKUP SCHEDULE

For more information, call 753-7591
of Manatee County

WASTE MANAGEMENT
W

W
Waste Management of Manatee County will not be picking up garbage 
or recycling on President’s Day, Monday, February 18, 2007. Monday’s 
garbage and recycling will be picked up on the Saturday prior to 
Feb.18th which is Feb. 16th.

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616
501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton

(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

Fire facilites inspected
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

The fi re chief and commissioners check out a locker room and bathroom at a West Manatee Fire Rescue sta-
tion.

accommodate volunteer personnel, not to house fi re-
fi ghters, ambulance crews and recruits.
 “We have modifi ed and made due the best we could 
to accommodate the career staff, but it has fallen woe-
fully short of meeting our needs,” Price informed com-
missioners.
 “We’re just running out of space,” he added.
 Price then took the commissioners on the tour to 
prove the point.
 The fi rst stop was the administration building on 
67th Street West.
 Price pointed out the building’s strengths, including 
the hurricane shutters and the heavy-duty construction 
and design.
 “This building is essentially a bunker,” he 
boasted.
 “This place is built like a fortress,” Pollock added, 
noting that in a storm evacuation WMFR personnel 
would gather at the administration building.
 But the building does not meet federal Americans 
with Disabilities standards and is too small for the size 
of the staff. As a result, closets have been turned into 
offi ces and some administrative personnel work on the 
Island.
 “One of the options,” Price said, “is a second story 
to this building. Going up would more than double the 
space — if we could do it.”
 The tour went outside to the parking lot behind the 
building and a storage shed, before going next door to 
Station 4 and the garage housing the fi re trucks.
 Price pointed out prior roof work and an addition 
to the garage, needed because fi re trucks have grown 
in length since 1962.
 As commissioners walked through the building they 
saw where a dorm room was transformed into a work-
out room, an open room that houses both the kitchen 
and computer stations, and the bunk room, which was 
crammed with beds and storage bins.
 “My big issue is the bunk room,” Dotson said, 
referring to the cramped living quarters.
 With a lack of space in the bunk room, fi refi ghters 
sometimes sleep on recliners in the day room, Dotson 
said.
 The story was similar at Station 2, where WMFR 
Lt. Darren Vollmer told commissioners, “Sometimes we 
have people sleeping on the couch and the chairs.”
 At Station 2, Price pointed out areas once used for 
training and living that contain items for storage. The 
day room, where fi refi ghters relax, also serves as a stor-
age area for medical supplies. “As you can see,” Price 

said, “this place is maxed out as far as room.”
 The tour ended at Station 1 in Holmes Beach, where 
Price pointed out that the board room also serves as a 
multi-purpose room, with exercise machines for fi tness 
training and a ping-pong table for relaxation.
 Commissioners gathered for a meeting to discuss 
the tour and agreed to hold another workshop to priori-
tize problems and decide how to pay to correct them.
 “There are areas that need to be corrected,” Com-
missioner Larry Tyler said. “Station 4 is the worst. We 
are tight.”
 But so is money, he added, as did other commis-
sioners.
 The prospect of a cost-saving consolidation of fi re 
districts in the future may also be a consideration.
 “I have a concern with the dollars and with where 
are we going in the future,” Tyler said, adding, “I’m in 
favor of a total consolidation of districts.”
 Other commissioners also mentioned consolidation 
as a prospect in the next 10 years, but noted that even if 
local fi re districts merged into a countywide operation, 
the station would need improvements.
 The commissioners asked for staff’s recommenda-
tions of needed changes to buildings before their next 

meeting, which will be at 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, at 
Station 1.
 The commissioners then intend to set a date for 
another workshop.
 “What we saw tonight is going to take a lot of 
money,” said Commissioner John Rigney. “It’s hard 
to say what we’re going to do if we don’t know where 
the money is going to come from.”

West Manatee Fire Rescue Chief Andy Price, center, 
talks with Commissioners Jesse Davis, left, and Jack 
Emery about the grounds at Station 4.
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A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Barnett Blindsaarrrrnnneeettttt BBBBBlliinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

... supple body
 ... peaceful mind

941-778-3149 • www.islandyogaspace.com

ISLAND YOGA SPACEISLAND YOGA SPACE
9805 Gulf Drive 2nd fl oor

Anna Maria, FL

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 Feb. 6, Tampa Bay at 100 S. Bay Drive, abandoned 
vessel/navigation hazard. Deputies responded to a beached 
boat near a channel. Marine authorities were notifi ed.

Bradenton Beach
 No reports.

Holmes Beach
 Feb. 2, 7600 Palm Drive, traffi c. Offi cers responded 
to a traffi c crash between a bicyclist and vehicle. The 
bicyclist was taken to Blake Medical Center for treat-
ment; no charges were fi led.
 Feb. 2, 8300 block Marina Drive, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took his cell phone from his 
vacation home. Whoever took the phone made charges 
of $1,400, he said, and he suspected that a construction 
worker at his house had taken the phone and made the 
charges. The investigation is ongoing.
 Feb. 2, 220 block 84th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took his 8-hp boat motor.
 Feb. 2, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
burglary. The complainants said that someone took their 
purses from their locked car while they were at the 
beach. Missing were credit cards
 Feb. 3, 7900 Palm Drive, DUI. After an altercation 
with a boyfriend, Thida Sou, 37, of Anna Maria, was 
issued a trespass warning from her friend’s house. She 
was later observed driving and, after being stopped and 
upon attempting fi eld sobriety tests, the woman fell against 
one offi cer, according to the report. She was arrested.
 Feb. 5, 5400 Marina Drive, Auntie M’s Laundry, 
burglary. The complainant said that someone took 
about $500 from the change machine and caused $300 
in damage. 
 Feb. 5, 500 block 70th Street, theft of vehicle. The 
complainant said his girlfriend took his vehicle. Inves-
tigation revealed that the woman did not have a valid 
driver’s license. The investigation is ongoing.
 Feb. 6, 500 block Key Royale Drive, domestic. 
Offi cers responded to a domestic complaint without 
any evidence of violence. Domestic violence packets 
were handed out.

Island woman 
released on bail

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A Holmes Beach woman charged with felony child 
neglect has been released from the Manatee County jail 
on bail.
 Pamela McDaniel, 39, was arrested in late January 
in Bradenton and faces charges of child neglect, a third-
degree felony, and possession of drug paraphernalia, a 
fi rst-degree misdemeanor.
 An affi davit fi led at the Manatee County Court-
house in Bradenton provided the Holmes Beach Police 
Department’s account of the incident on Jan. 24.
 HBPD alleges that McDaniel “willfully caused the 
near drowning of her 2-year-old son. The defendant 
left the child unattended in a tub full of water. The 
victim was found by the defendant fl oating face down 
in the bathtub not breathing. The child was revived by 
neighbors who did CPR.”
 The police allege that McDaniel was “not totally 
coherent; her eyes were glassy and bloodshot … indicat-
ing that the defendant was high on an illegal substance.”
 Police reported fi nding drug paraphernalia near the 
front door of the Holmes Beach home and another loca-
tion in the home within reach of the child.
 The police also reported fi nding numerous child haz-
ards in the home, including a plastic bag and a pair of 
wire cutters on the fl oor, and that “the home was so fi lled 
with clothing, empty crates, assorted items and numerous 
alcohol tumblers on the fl oor that you could not take a 
step without stepping on or tripping over an object. The 
playpen that the victim slept in was fi lled with hangers, 
blankets, pillows, a box and other items.”
 HBPD alleged a pattern of neglect, citing a Novem-
ber 2007 incident in which offi cers went to a bank 
branch where McDaniel “appeared to be drunk and 
had left the child unattended.”
 McDaniel’s bond was set at $5,120.
 She is scheduled for an arraignment hearing on Feb. 
29 at the Bradenton courthouse.

Trial postponed 
in Coquina Beach 

shooting
 The trial of a man arrested in connection with the 
Easter 2007 shootings at Coquina Beach has been post-
poned.
 The trial of Rene Vasquez-Mendoza, 22, was set to 
begin in mid-February but last week the judge agreed 
to delay the trial until spring.
 Vasquez-Mendoza is charged with three counts of 
attempted fi rst-degree murder, carrying a concealed 
fi rearm, improper exhibition of a fi rearm and discharge 
of a fi rearm in public.
 Three people were injured in the shooting on April 
8, 2007. Authorities allege that the three victims are 
connected to the Sur 13 street gang and that Vasquez-
Mendoza is associated with the Norte 14 street gang.
 Late last year, a second man arrested in the inci-
dent, Santiago Delgado Jr., 22, pleaded no contest to 
several charges in connection with the shooting. He 
was not sentenced to jail and is expected to testify at 
Vasquez-Mendoza’s trial.
 The defense, however, has had a difficult time 
locating witnesses, including the victims, a situation 
that prompted the delay in the trial.
 Defense attorney J.S. Lucas Fleming tried to con-
tact several witnesses beginning last fall, but repeated 
attempts failed. Some papers were returned with 
notices that the witnesses had left the United States 
for Mexico.

Vandals in Cortez 
cause chains

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Vandalism, including ground wreckage by wild 
drivers, is bringing a shutdown of entries to the Cortez 
nature preserve maintained by the Florida Institute for 
Saltwater Heritage. 
  The entrances to the big woodland will be closed 
off with heavy chains locked to strong posts, the FISH 
board of directors decreed at its monthly meeting last 
week. 
 Roger Allen, manager of Cortez historic sites, told 
the FISH board that four-wheel-drive and all-terrain 
vehicles had invaded the preserve and “driven all 
over.” 
 The driving has been singularly aggressive and 
reckless, he said, and the vehicles’ tires have torn long 
gashes in the topsoil. These will erode into gullies 
during heavy rains and make any vehicular traffi c dif-
fi cult. 
 So, from now on, the only vehicles allowed through 
the barriers will be those with permits issued by Allen; 
Jeff Moates, curator of the adjacent Florida Maritime 
Museum; or Bob Pitt, who directs the museum’s pro-
gram for traditional boat building in the Cortez Com-
munity Center. 
 This should help solve another part of the vandal-
ism problem there, said Allen. That is the practice by 
a few people of dumping garbage, construction debris 
and other trash in the FISH Preserve. It has been ongo-
ing for decades, and only recently have volunteers suc-
ceeded in cleaning most of the debris from the wood-
land.

No new sex offenders 
on Island, one in 

Cortez
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 There are no new convicted sex offenders living 
on Anna Maria Island, according to the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement’s Web site at www.fdle.state.
fl .us.
 Several Bradenton Beach readers responded to The 
Islander with alarm when they observed that a con-
victed sex offender had registered his address with the 
FDLE on Dec. 22, 2007, for the 100 block of Ninth 
Street North in December, but Bradenton Beach Police 

PLEASE SEE OFFENDERS, NEXT PAGE
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 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

   Three interchangeable pendants create    Three interchangeable pendants create 
fi ve different looks. She’ll love the creativity and fi ve different looks. She’ll love the creativity and 
beauty of these pink sapphires and diamond  beauty of these pink sapphires and diamond  
pendants. Regularly $595 - Sale priced at $476.pendants. Regularly $595 - Sale priced at $476.

St. Valentine’s Day • Feb. 14

20% OFF20% OFF ALL HEART JEWELRY ALL HEART JEWELRY  (in stock)(in stock)

3 pieces, fi ve looks. She’ll love the creativity and 
beauty of these pink sapphire and diamond pendants, 

set includes 3 interchangable pendants and chain. 
Regularly $595 – sale priced at $476.

The Bradenton Opera Guild
of the Sarasota Opera presents 

the 20th Anniversary Apprentice Concert

“Stars of Tomorrow” 
2-4pm • Sunday • Feb. 24 
at Bayshore High School, 

5401 34th St. W., Bradenton 
Tickets $12.50, includes reception 

For information call, 941-720-3840

The AMI Chamber presents 

Leap Into Fashion 
11:30-2pm • Friday • Feb. 29 
at the Bradenton Country Club, 
4646 9th Ave. W., Bradenton 

Fashions by Dilliards • Lunch 
Pianist Tom Benjamin • Cash Bar
Chinese Auction with proceeds to 
benefi t business scholarships

$25 Tickets on sale at the AMI Chamber.  
For more info, call 778-1541. 
Platinum sponsor – Whitney National Bank 

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

     

$18
$76

*prices subject to change

$20*

$108*

Chief Sam Speciale said the registration was just a rou-
tine “re-registration.”
 Under Florida law, convicted sex offenders are 
required to post their address with the FDLE at least 
once a year or when they move. Speciale said the man 
was just re-registering his address.
 He said the man has lived in Bradenton Beach for 
the past several years without incident.
 Bradenton Beach police, along with their counter-
parts in Holmes Beach and Anna Maria, keep all known 
sex offenders living on the Island under surveillance 
with routine in-person inspections and discussions on 
a regular basis.
 Another convicted sex offender who had lived in 
Bradenton Beach left the Island last year, as did a sex 
offender living on Spring Avenue in Anna Maria. 
 A convicted sex offender who lived in the 4400 
block of Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach about 200 yards 
from the Anna Maria Elementary School voluntarily 
moved back to the mainland in 2006 because of nega-
tive publicity after his presence was noted in a story in 
The Islander. 
 Only one other convicted sex offender lives on 
Anna Maria Island. The man, who has completed his 
sentence and has been released from supervision, has 
lived in the 6000 block of Flotilla Drive for a number 
of years without further incident.
 In Cortez, however, a convicted sex offender 
recently moved to the 10000 block of 46th Avenue 
West. Three other convicted sex offenders currently 
live in the Cortez area, one in the 4700 block of 129th 
Street West, another in the 4500 block of 124th Street 
West, and the third resides on Kingston Street. All four 
individuals have been released from supervision.
 To learn more about convicted sex offenders living 
in or near a particular neighborhood, go to the FDLE 
Web site at www.fdle.state.fl .us.

Offenders numbers drop
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Boats big part of Cortez 
festival this weekend

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 As befi ts a celebration of a seagoing way of life, 
there will be boats, boats and boats at the Cortez Com-
mercial Fishing Festival Feb. 16-17.
 The festival will be from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both 
days along the waterfront and into the historic fi shing 
village at the mainland end in Cortez. There will be 
food in abundance, 53 artists will participate, young-
sters will have their own action and music and enter-
tainment will run throughout both days. 
 And boats will be a focus and a backdrop. Boats 
will raid the festival, workboats and pleasure craft will 
line the waterfront and dot the shore in storage, and 
boats and their commercial usages will be the center 
of a series of shoreside tours. 
 The “raid” will be by members of the Traditional 

Small Craft Association, rowing from their launching 
site at Coquina Beach to the “attack” along Cortez 
shores. The members have built or adapted their boats 
from traditional designs. They range from sailboats to 
rowboats to canoes to kayaks and most have come into 
being through the boatbuilding program of the Florida 
Maritime Museum in Cortez.
 The program is headquartered at the Cortez Com-
munity Center, which held the museum during its for-
mative times until it moved into its permanent quarters 
in the renovated 1912-built schoolhouse at the eastern 
end of the village. It too will be open during the festi-
val. 
 After the raid, the boats will be moored around 
the old Miller Dock area so festivalgoers can take a 
leisurely look at them. 
 The nautical lifeblood of the village is evident all 
over town, with rowboats and sailboats and power 
boats, workers and recreational vessels alike, scattered 
around in lots and yards idle until their services are 
needed. Or in some cases, until they just decay of old 
age. With them are occasional nets awaiting use by 
their owners at sea, and boxy crab traps are stacked 
here and there when not at the bottom of the Gulf and 
bays harvesting crabs. 
 A popular part of the annual festival again will be 
John Stevely’s waterfront tours. He is the University 
of Florida’s marine extension agent for the Manatee 
County area, and an informed and informative historian 
of Cortez and the commercial fi shing industry that the 
village founded. 
 His hourly tours, starting at Star Fish Company, 
will describe the types of boats moored along the water-
front, their gear, local fi shing traditions, the intricacies 
of the waters hereabouts, and the ecology that thrives 
here.
 At any given time, there are 30 to 40 boats at the 
Cortez docks, he said, including shrimpers, mullet 
skiffs, stone crabbers, purse seiners, big offshore 
grouper long-line fi shermen, and the smaller “bandits” 
rigged for grouper fi shing closer inshore. 
 Stevely will discuss fi sh and shellfi sh types and 
their biology — shrimp, mullet, grouper, crabs, baitfi sh 
and the whole Cortez harvest season by season. 
 “We’ll check into any wildlife that swims or fl ies 
and will cooperate at the moment by making them-
selves visible,” he said. 
 Festival parking will be along village streets, at the 
museum and in a 7-acre clearing in the nature preserve 
developed by the Florida Institute for Saltwater Heri-
tage, which sponsors the festival. The annual event has 
fi nanced the FISH Preserve itself, and now proceeds are 
going into purchase of the few lots remaining in private 
hands within the preserve. 
 Further parking will be at Coquina Beach on Anna 
Maria Island and at Sugg Middle School, 3801 59th St. 
W., Bradenton, with shuttle bus service available from 
both of those remote locations.

Expect lots of boats to be racing to and through 
Cortez this weekend for the Cortez Commercial Fish-
ing Festival. Islander Photo: Paul Roat

Pirate patchwork
Anna Maria Island Privateers hang a quilt during a 
recent Thieves Market at Coquina Beach. The group 
is selling raffl e tickets for the quilt, made by Pam 
Alexander using pirate-themed T-shirts, and plans 
to raffl e the quilt during the Cortez Fishing Festival 
Feb. 16-17. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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All Flowers Say  "I Love You"

Silvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for 
valentine’s day or any occasion

Specializing in Unique Island Weddings

Gulf Drive,  Anna Maria, inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA

A Valentine’s Day Tradition A Valentine’s Day Tradition 

Chocolate-Dipped Chocolate-Dipped 
StrawberriesStrawberries  
Richey’s only uses Florida’s fi nest strawberries Richey’s only uses Florida’s fi nest strawberries 
to hand-dip in your choice of gourmet dark, to hand-dip in your choice of gourmet dark, 
milk or white chocolate. milk or white chocolate.   

Also availableAlso available: Richey’s delicious : Richey’s delicious assorted assorted 
chocolates in beautiful heart-shaped boxes, chocolates in beautiful heart-shaped boxes, 
1/2 pound – 5lb.boxes. 1/2 pound – 5lb.boxes. 

Richey’s Chocolates Richey’s Chocolates 
Manatee West Shopping Center Manatee West Shopping Center 

7471 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 7471 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 
10am-5:30pm, Mon.-Sat. 10am-5:30pm, Mon.-Sat. 

941-761-1500 • 1-800-761-1771 941-761-1500 • 1-800-761-1771 
Advanced orders recommended • Advanced orders recommended • Family owned and operated since 1949Family owned and operated since 1949

New 

Location

"Relax...Be Well"

Pamper your Valentine with 
our February Specials: 

Candlelight and Roses 
Couples massage

Chocolate and Rose Pedicure
Instructional Massage 

Lesson for 2... 
or a Day of Sol Pampering. 

Wrap one up in a gift 
certifi cate for a gift that’s 

always a perfect fi t.

Massage • Nails • Skin • Hair • Make-up
Wedding Consultant on staff

(941) 650-5441
9805 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria

located upstairs of the Old IGA
look for our entrance at the south

front of the building
www.annamariadayspa.com

Love your Valentine 

with your Heart,

Body and Sol.

Gift Certificates

available!

P

Ch

Relax...Be Well"

or a g
ays a perf

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Holmes Beach home harnesses solar power

Larry Lillie and Tom Harriman on the roof of Lillie’s Holmes Beach home. Lillie hired Solar by Harrimans Inc. 
to install solar panels on the roof and the home is now operating off solar electricity. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Larry and Chipper Lillie left Chicago for Holmes 
Beach and the sunshine.
 But they aren’t just enjoying the Florida sunshine. 
They’re harnessing it.
 Last week, the Lillies did something unique for 
Anna Maria Island and put their home on solar electric-
ity.
 “We’re very interested in ecology,” said Larry 
Lillie. “I had read about solar power for years. I called 
about a solar heater for the pool, and we started to talk 
about solar refl ectors to generate electricity.”
 The Lillies, who purchased their place on Key 
Royale Drive about six years ago, hired Solar by Har-
rimans Inc. to install the panels and prepare the home 
to operate on its own electricity.
 Harrimans installed 15 panels — each capable of 
generating 200 watts — on the Lillies’ roof.
 The work took just two days and by 2 p.m. Feb. 
7, the Lillies were making electricity with their 5,000-
watt solar system, which in the industry is known as a 
photovoltaic system.
 “First thing in the morning, when the sun comes 
up, this system wakes up and produces electricity,” said 
Tom Harriman of Solar by Harrimans. 
 Larry Lillie said he thinks 5,000 watts of solar-
generated power should be enough to meet household 
needs. But if not, the couple is connected to Florida 
Power & Light’s grid — they can buy FPL power and 
they can sell FPL power.
 “The house knows it is utilizing this electricity 
fi rst,” Harriman said. “And if it generates more elec-
tricity than is needed, it gets fed back to FPL for this 
neighbor or this neighbor to use.”
 Harriman said there are different ways to outfi t a 
home for solar electricity — to tie the home into the 

power company grid or to operate off the grid. The fi rst 
is the most common, he said, and the latter for those 
living remotely — like a cabin in the woods.
 California leads the nation in the use of solar elec-
tricity, followed by New Jersey and New York.
 “We’re about fi ve years behind that, but it’s coming 
this way,” Harriman said of the solar trend. “Florida is 
gradually getting up to speed and you are going to see 
more and more of this.”
 Gov. Charlie Crist is pushing for Florida to forge 

ahead in the use of alternative energies. In his State of 
the State address last year, Crist said, “We can take the 
fi rst bold steps in moving toward alternative fuels and 
other alternative sources of energy. I have proposed 
almost 70 million dollars in my budget to foster the 
development and use of alternative energy sources and 
fuels in our state, including ethanol and biodiesel fuels 
for our cars and solar power for our homes.
 “There is no reason why … the Sunshine state 

PLEASE SEE SOLAR, NEXT PAGE
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Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro Shop

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Let us furnish your entire home. 
Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

58th Anniversary Sale! 
Family owned and operated since 1950 

The best brands of  furniture available with a wide 
variety of  styles to fi t all tastes and interiors.  

Next Day Delivery

cannot be the national leader in the production of alter-
native energy. With these measured steps, we can begin 
to achieve three important goals: addressing global cli-
mate change, promoting Florida agriculture and wean-
ing our country from reliance on foreign oil.”
 Florida offers a rebate for outfi tting buildings to 
produce solar energy, as does FPL. A federal tax credit 
also is available. All together, the Lillies will reclaim 
about $30,000 of their $50,000 investment in the solar 
panels through rebates and credits.
 And at year’s end, the couple may also be reim-
bursed by FPL for electricity generated at their home 
and used elsewhere.
 Rebates and credits helped fuel the use of alterna-
tive energies in other states. New Jersey’s incentive 
program, for example, promoted environmentally 
friendly energy use and made installing solar panels 
more affordable for average customers. In fi ve years, 
solar installations have risen by 300 percent.
 “There are tremendous incentives now for solar 
electrical systems,” Harriman said.
 The rebates provided some incentive, Larry Lillie 
said, but he emphasized that his motive is to use alterna-
tive energy. The Sierra Club has reported that 82 percent 
of necessary reductions in carbon emissions can come 
from wind, solar and increased energy effi ciency.
 “I’m upset about the oil situation,” the retired Chi-
cago fi refi ghter said. “The sooner we cut back on using 
oil the better. That’s what it all started from.”

Solar power offered on Island
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Getting 
centered

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Terri Millen, Shirley Romberger and Rosemarie 
Fisher deal with affairs of the heart and matters of the 
mind.
 For various lengths of time, they have worked as 
therapists at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 

Anna Maria Island Community Center therapists 
Terri Millen, Shirley Romberger and Rosemarie 
Fisher in a second-fl oor offi ce at the Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

though Romberger retires this week from her part-time 
post at the institution.
 The therapists deal with crisis situations, but more 
often, in one-on-one consultations or group discussions, 
they help Islanders cope with and improve their daily 
lives.
 “There are at least 25 families,” Romberger said. 
“We see individuals, couples and families.”
 These days the sessions take place in private offi ces 
on the second fl oor of the new multi-million dollar 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. The rooms 
are equipped with standard offi ce necessities, but also 

outfi tted — courtesy of the Junior League of Manatee 
County — with cozy Florida furniture.
 “It’s nice to have an offi ce large enough for a whole 
family,” Romberger said.
 Millen added, “It gives you an edge when you can 
work with the whole family.”

Romberger remembered days when she borrowed 
the Center director’s offi ce for a private session or ven-
tured outdoors to the soccer fi eld. From a window of 

the second fl oor of the new Center, she pointed outside 
toward where she would sit on a rock with a client.
 “When we started, it was more casual,” Romberger 
said.
 Occasionally, given the Island’s outdoor ameni-
ties, therapy is still outward bound. Fisher has been 
approached by people while swimming in the Gulf and 
shopping in Publix and the therapists sometimes sug-
gest couples take a stroll on the beach.
 “The Island is a very therapeutic environment,” 
Millen said. “There’s so much beauty.”
 While the Center’s facilities have changed over 
time, so too have the Center’s therapy programs, with 
expanding children, teen and adult programming, 
including a parenting group that involves instruction for 
10-15 parents and babysitting for the kids on Monday 
nights.
 “The response has been great so far,” Millen said 
in regards to the parenting group. “It gives parents a 
chance to meet other parents and share ideas about par-
enting, and at the same time help them understand that 
they are not alone.”
 Millen went to work at the Center several months 
ago with prior work experience in Durango, Colo., 
and Detroit. “Problems are the same all over,” she 
observed.
 “For many of the families we see, fi nancial stress 
is a huge issue, especially in this economy,” Fisher 
added.
 The Center therapy sessions are billed on a sliding-
fee scale — insurance is not involved. The rates run 
from about $30 to $5 per 50-minute session, but some 
clients offer more and some only can pay less.
 “Our focus has been more and more for people who 
are under-insured or not insured,” Fisher said. 
 Looking ahead, the therapists are working with 
other Center employees on a teen girl program that 
will meet on Thursday nights.
 Meanwhile, Romberger, who seems eager to retire 
but reluctant to leave, will be making plans for adven-
ture. Her husband, who has been involved in inter-
national ministry work, is expecting a new full-time 
assignment and the 65-year-old therapist may accom-
pany him on his next trip.
 “I wouldn’t be surprised if I would be put to use,” 
she said.

CENTER THERAPISTS HELP 
WITH HEART, MIND MATTERS
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contact (352) 344-0657

Arts & Crafts Show
to benefi t the 

Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park

10am-5pm
Saturday
Feb. 16

10am-4pm
Sunday
Feb.  17

at the 
Holmes Beach
City Hall Field
5801 Marina Drive

Arts • Crafts 
Food • Music

Live Butterfl ies

Free Admission
Free Parking
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Jewelry, wood, art, photography,
clothes, metal, sand coasters
and many other unique items

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9am

Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Wednesdays 6:15pm – Soup Supper
Wednesdays 7pm – Worship

08 Marina Dr660
Holmes BeacH

778-18137All are welcome

Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Arguments conclude in fee hearing
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A judge has heard both sides in The Islander’s quest 
for attorneys fees in a public information dispute with 
the city of Bradenton Beach.
 A hearing on the matter concluded Feb. 8 with 
Manatee County Circuit Court Judge Edward Nicholas 
promising to issue a written order as soon as possible.

The Islander, which took the city to court on claims 
that it violated Florida’s public records and open meet-
ings statutes, is now asking the city to pay its legal 
costs.
 The city, in turn, has filed a motion seeking to 
recover legal costs from the newspaper. Nicholas 
last week also pledged to rule soon on the newspa-
per’s response that the city is not entitled to recover its 
fees.
 The dispute between the two parties dates back to 
last winter, when it became public that city offi cials 
were investigating sexual harassment allegations made 
by one city employee against another.
 As the investigation got under way, both employees 
were placed on administrative leave. In short time, Ed 
McAdam, the employee facing the allegations, resigned 
before any determination in the investigation could be 
made. The city commission accepted McAdam’s res-
ignation at an emergency meeting.
 The situation prompted requests for public records 
from Islander publisher Bonner Joy and news editor 
Paul Roat, which were unmet for months.
 The situation also raised questions at the newspaper 
about whether the harassment complaint and investiga-
tion were conducted in accordance with Florida’s Govern-
ment-in-the-Sunshine Laws. The commission accepted 
McAdam’s resignation without any discussion.
 With scant records provided and denials from the 
city that failed to cite the required exemption, a law suit 
followed — and months of legal wrangling that resulted 
in attorneys fees on both sides in excess of $50,000.
 In November 2007, Manatee County Circuit Court 
Judge Peter Dubensky issued an order “granting in part 
and denying in part” the newspaper’s complaint.

 The newspaper made four counts against the city, 
naming then-Mayor John Chappie as the defendant:
 • Count one, an action seeking mandamus relief to 
compel the mayor to comply with the Government-in-
the-Sunshine Law.
 • Count two, seeking injunctive and declaratory 
relief to enjoin the city from engaging in any further 
violation of the Sunshine Law and a declaration that the 
mayor’s actions in this case were illegal and unconsti-
tutional.
 • Count three, seeking mandamus relief to compel 
the city to furnish requested records.
 • Count four, an action for injunctive and declara-
tory relief to enjoin the city from future violations of 
the public records act.
 In regards to count one, Dubensky said, “The 
Islander has not met its burden in showing that a Sun-
shine violation occurred.” Based on that fi nding, he 
denied count two. 
 In regards to count three, the judge focused on 
records held by city attorney Ricinda Perry that were 
provided for his review, but not publicly released. He 
found these records, which consisted largely of notes 
from the investigation, “not a public record.”
 On count four, Dubensky found that the city with-
held three related documents long after the newspaper’s 
freedom-of-information request fi led March 7, 2007, 
and without properly citing an exemption to withhold 
the papers.

The Islander saw victory in Dubensky’s declaration 
that the city improperly withheld documents.
 “We did prove what we were saying all along, 
which was that the public records act was violated by 
the city,” said Islander attorney Kendra Presswood, also 
the newspaper publisher’s daughter.
 Presswood noted that all four counts sought the 
release of public records, but each count sought a dif-
fering form of relief.
 Meanwhile, the city took relief in the judge’s deci-
sion not to grant the relief sought by the newspaper and 
fi nding a lack of evidence to show a violation of the 
Sunshine Law.

 Attorney Kevin Hennessy, representing the city, 
said the newspaper prevailed on a “narrow issue” and 
secured “three little documents.”
 With both sides citing victories, the attorneys 
returned to the courtroom to fi ght over paying their 
legal fees and costs associated with the case.
 First up, The Islander presented its arguments to 
recover fees and costs. A hearing began Jan. 8 and 
resumed Feb. 8.
 Presswood argued that the newspaper pursued the 
public records and Sunshine claims in the best interests 
of the citizenzry and that her fees were fair and reason-
able.
 Hennessy argued that the newspaper is only entitled 
to a tiny fraction of the fees and costs requested — less 
than $5,000.
 “As we indicated at the outset, the newspaper is 
entitled to some fees, but nowhere near the amount 
sought,” Hennessy said.
 Hennessy said the newspaper did not prevail on the 
Sunshine Law aspects of the case and had obtained the 
only public records to be released by June 27, 2007. 
Thus, the city should not pay the newspaper’s costs 
after that date.
 “The fees are only available up to the point where 
the documents were turned over,” he claimed. 
 He continued, “The plaintiff did go forward with 
other claims, but all of those were rejected, along with 
the plaintiff’s desire to seek some injunctive relief.”
 Hennessy’s argument was supported by his witness, 
local attorney Charles Johnson, who said fees in the 
case should be awarded associated with enforcement 
of the law and success on the claims.
 “The date is signifi cant,” Johnson said, referring to 
June 27. “She fi led a lawsuit to receive certain docu-
ments. As of June 27, the city produced all the docu-
ments it was required to produce.… The city had satis-
fi ed all its legal obligations by June 27.”
 Presswood countered that the newspaper pursued 
the case after the release of the documents on June 27 
because it seemed probable more documents existed, 

PLEASE SEE FEE, NEXT PAGE
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Monday, Feb. 18
President’s Day Holiday

Tuesday, Feb. 19
Breakfast: Blueberry Muffi n, Cereal, Toast, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Breaded Chicken Pieces or Hot Dog, Red 

Potatoes, Broccoli with Cheese Sauce, Pears
Wednesday, Feb. 20

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” box selections, 
Super Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Assorted Salads 
and Sandwiches, Carrots with Dip, Strawberry Cup

Thursday, Feb. 21
Breakfast: Chicken Patty on a Bun, Oatmeal, 

Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Student Planned Meal

Friday, Feb. 22
Breakfast: French Toast Sticks with Syrup, Cereal, 

Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Hot Ham and Cheese on a Bun, 

Corn, Salad, Juice Bar
Juice and milk are served with every meal.

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

Departing from the SW base of the Anna Maria Bridge
(Manatee Avenue across from Kingfi sh Boat Ramp)

Call for reservations and details

NATIVE RENTALS
941-778-7757

Self-Guided tours available all day 9am-4pm.
No experience necessary

Grassy Point
Guided Kayak Tours
Saturday Feb 16

4:30-6pm 
Sunset Tour

6:30-8pm 
Moonlight Tour

$29 
per person

TRAVEL NOW! LLC
941-798-9272 • 941-779-1839
TravelNow@verizon.net

It's been called the 
Great White North

and The Last Frontier.
You'll call it the most

amazing time of your life!

Cruise Alaska
Book now for incredible rates!

Travel during May

from $805 per person
Outside cabin • Includes taxes • Limited Availability

Call for Family Vacation Summer Rates!

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

because the city continued to maintain that it had not 
improperly withheld documents and because the judge 
had not made a ruling in the case. In fact, she said, 
Dubensky did not fi nd that the city had released all the 
required records on June 27. His decision on that matter 
was not known until his ruling in November.
 “We had every reason to believe there were other 
records,” Presswood said, reminding Nicholas of the ini-
tial delays and stalling on the city’s part. “And the only 
way to determine that was to ask the court to look at it.”
 Presswood’s witness, local attorney Richard Groff, 
testified that the newspaper’s efforts to determine 
whether additional records should be made available 
after June 27 was not unreasonable.
 “I believe that the measure of success in a public 
records case is pressing it to revelation,” he said, 
adding, “I don’t think the statute is intended to produce 
a winner or loser.”
 At the conclusion of last week’s hearing, Nicho-
las said he would review the arguments and make a 
ruling.
 He also said he would review and rule on Press-
wood’s motion that the city of Bradenton Beach is not 
entitled to recover fees and costs in the case.
 Presswood pointed out the state’s Chapter 119 
public records laws deny any recovery for the agency 
sued for public records, whether the pursuit is success-
ful or not.
 “I’ll enter my written orders just as soon as I rea-
sonably can,” the judge said as he prepared to leave the 
courtroom in Bradenton. The hearing, scheduled to last 
two hours on Feb. 8, had lasted four hours.

Fee debate continues
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Across the bridge…
Holmes Beach artist Charles Townsend recently won 
fi rst place in the annual Longboat Key Club fi ne arts 
exhibit at the Longboat Key Center for the Arts, 6860 
Longboat Drive S, Longboat Key. Townsend won the 
top prize for his oil painting, “Across the Valley.” 
About 120 works were selected for the exhibit, which 
continues through Feb. 17.

AME MeNU

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices of the 

milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anniversaries, travels 
and other events. Please send notices and photographs with 
detailed captions — along with complete contact informa-
tion — to news@islander.org or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach FL 34217.
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ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Are you living your life’s  dream?  
Do you want to reinvent your life?  

Writer, speaker, attorney, coach, model, 
and actress, Jean Peelen has successfully 
reinvented her life many times.  She coaches 
women for extraordinary results.

Call 941-896-5827 for a 
complimentary meeting.

 www.JeanPeelen.com 

Are you in transition but not sure where you are going? 

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Minnesota might
Minnesotans gather Feb. 3 for the 12th annual Super Bowl party hosted by Key Royale residents Duane and 
Ilona Kerin. About 55 people assembled at the Holmes Beach home to watch the game between the New Eng-
land Patriots and the New York Giants. Islander Photo: Ilona Kerin

Center ‘Affaire’ set for Feb. 23
 Polish the black shoes. Clean the tuxedo jacket.
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s annual 
“An Affaire to Remember” is coming up on the calen-
dar. The black-tie optional gala, considered by some 
to be the social event of the season, will take place at 
5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23, at the Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria.
 The 24th annual event will feature a champagne 
reception, dinner catered by Harry’s Continental Kitch-
ens of Longboat Key, an open bar, a live and silent auc-
tion and dancing to the music of the band Shaman.
 Proceeds from the “Affaire” support Center pro-
grams, including the family therapy, education, fi tness, 
recreation and cultural programs.
 For more information and tickets, call the Center 
at 941-778-1908.

Kiwanis to meet
 The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 16, at Cafe on the Beach, 
4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The program will include a talk by Lynn Lineman 
of Community Bank.
 For more information, call 941-795-8697.

Democratic club to host 
Jim Davis Feb. 18

 The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club will host 
former U.S. Rep. Jim Davis at noon Monday, Feb. 18, 
at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bra-
denton Beach.
 Davis served in the U.S. House from 1996 to 
2006 and ran for governor on the Democratic ticket in 
2006.
 For more information about the program, call Dale 
de Haan at 941-778-9287.

St. Mary, Star of the Sea 
to host sale

 The St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Women’s Guild will host 
a “Royal Rummage Sale” at the Church’s Stella Maris Activ-
ity Center, 4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.
 The event will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 16.
 A special “early bird” sale will take place from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 15. Admission to the Satur-
day sale is free. Admission to the early sale is $5.
 For more information, call the church at 941-383-
1255.

February student of the month named
The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island, 5413 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, is featuring the work of Samantha 
Strutt, a commercial art student at Bradenton River High School, for the month of February. William Ferrell 
is her art teacher. Samantha’s plans include majoring in illustration at college. The teacher and student are 
pictured with AGAMI Gallery director Judy Strom.
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Continental 
Bistro

SARASOTA
ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5 p.m.
2-for-1 wine and beer, reduced appetizers 

5-6:30pm
 BREAKFAST-BRUNCH Friday, Saturday and Sunday

8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
LIVE JAZZ  Vocalist Diane Linscott 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday nights.
Bob Santi on piano Saturday nights

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Bring your “Sweetie” for a WOW Valentine’s Night 
.... or any night. With specialties like Beef Wellington, 
Garlic-Crusted Twin Lobster Tails and Potato-Crusted 

Grouper, you’ll fi nd your heart beating faster.

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

Obituary

Event to benefi t 
children of Haiti

 The Rev. Ron Joseph of St. Bernard Catholic 
Church invites Islanders to join him in a Caribbean 
Night fundraising dinner from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 24.
 The event, to be held at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 2203 30th Ave. W., Bradenton, will raise money 
for orphans in Haiti, Joseph’s homeland.
 The event, featuring door prizes, raffl es, entertain-
ment, a cash bar and “great food,” is being hosted by 
the Ministry of Presence, co-founded by Joseph and 
Sister Bernice Buckeley.
 For more information, call 941-822-2131.

Normand returns home
Holmes Beach resident and businessperson Sue 
Normand arrives home. The elevated residence 
needed an elevator and other accommodations for 
handicap access. Shot in her store in December 
2007, she is not expected to walk on her own for six 
months or more. The man arrested in the shooting, 
Mark Koenigs, remains in jail awaiting trial. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Holmes Beach Civic 
Association to meet

 The Holmes Beach Civic Association will hold its 
annual meeting at the Island Branch Library at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 16.
 City Commissioner David Zaccagnino will be the 
speaker.
 During the meeting, the group will elect offi cers 
for the next year.
 The library is at 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

Floral arranging class at 
Community Center

 Island fl oral designer Silvia Zadarosni of Silvia’s 
Flower Corner will lead two classes in arrangements at 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 The classes will take place at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 26, 
and March 18.
 Pre-registration is required for the fee-based pro-
grams.
 For more information, call the Center at 941-778-
9511.

Library to host 
‘live longer’ lecture

 The Friends of the Island Branch Library will 
host Islander Diana Milesko presenting a program on 
healthy aging at the Island Branch Library at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 26.
 Participants will learn about the physical, mental, 
social and spiritual effects of aging, as well as some of 
the common myths about aging and the plight of the 
caretaker in today’s society. 
 Milesko will focus on the challenges, opportunities 
and lifestyle changes that are important to consider with 
aging.
 The library is at 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 For more information, call 941-778-6341.

Kathleen A. Ambut
 Kathleen A. Ambut, 58, of Bradenton, formerly of 
Holmes Beach, died Feb. 6.
 Born in Berwyn, Ill., Mrs. Ambut moved to Mana-
tee County from Chicago, Ill., 20 years ago. 
 Memorial services will be private. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.shannonfuneralhomes.
com. Shannon Funeral Home, Westview Chapel, is in 
charge of arrangements. 
 She is survived by sons Jeff and wife Amanda of 
Bradenton, Christopher of Holmes Beach and Michael 
Harrington of Bradenton. 

Garden club holds potluck
 The Island Garden Club of Anna Maria will host a 
potluck supper at 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 The program also will include a lecture by master 
gardener David Johnson on bromeliads.
 For more information, call Linda Yarger at 941-
778-3580.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

TheBag Lady Just ask 
for me - 

I’ll be the bag 
behind

the counter!

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
761-0607 

722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 
We have all the famous 
designer names!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

RRRRRRRetro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Vintage Clothes 

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Wedding Dresses 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques 

and Chic Boutiques!and Chic Boutiques!

Feb. 15, 16 & 17: Service Club 43rd Annual Antique and 
Collectible Show, Manatee Convention and Civic Center. 
Information: 941-778-1590
Feb. 16 & 17: Butterfl y Art & Crafts Festival at Holmes 
Beach City Hall Field. Information: 941-518-4431.
Feb. 23: Simply Put Outdoor Art & Antique Sale, 8am-3pm, 
11904 Cortez Rd. W. 
Feb. 23: Bridge Street Farmers Market.
March 2: Ginny’s Flea Market, across from IGA, 8am.

5,, 116 6 & & 177:: SSerervivicece CClulub b 433rd AAnnuaual Antiique anannnananannnnddddddd ddd dd
titiblble e ShShowo , , MaManaateee e CoC nventiiono  andd Civic CCCCCCCCCCCCCenenenenenenee ter. 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Rusty CrickettRusty Crickett  hopped into downtown Bradenton 

almost a year ago and has quickly become the go-to place for gifts, cottage decor 
from coastal to city styles, garden decor and, upstairs in Crickett’s Closet, hip 
clothes and accessories. 
 A team of family and friends has helped make Rusty Crickett a success — 
Islander Charlie Kennedy, Terri Liss, Jan and Jim Nelson, Joyce and Ed Illing 
and Jean Gurucharri — and the vibe in the store is one of family and friends. 
 Upstairs in Crickett’s Closet, the latest in chic-teen party and prom dresses 
are available as well as hip fashions for post-teen gals. An excellent selection of 
jeans, tops and dresses will satisfy the fashionista looking for something to set 
her apart. 
 Downstairs is fi lled with charming items ranging from kitchen to baby to 
interior decor. With an emphasis on coastal and city cottage décor, the folks at 
Crickett have put together a perfect blend, suitable for homes from downtown to 
the Gulf shore. 
 Rusty Crickett’s is just what Manatee County needed — a fabulous store you 
can depend on to always fi nd the perfect gift for someone else or the perfect treat 
for yourself. Hop in! You’ll be glad you did.

Furniture and Unique Home Décor 

611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton 
Tuesday-Sunday • 941-749-1166 

In the historic East Manatee Shopping District

CONSIGNMENT 
FURNISHINGS 

New Monthly Markdowns

Chief speaks out
Longboat Key Fire Chief Julius 

Halas addresses the Longboat Key/
Lido Key/St. Armands Key Cham-
ber of Commerce luncheon at the 

Sun House Restaurant Jan. 10. The 
next “Nooner North” will be at 

11:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 14, at 
the SunHouse in Bradenton Beach. 

For more information, call 941-
383-2466. Islander Photo: Nancy 

Ambrose
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRR
a

ssss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� CuriositiesCuriosities

������ �� 	
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5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the 
best in home 
furnishings 
and accessories 
with a funky, 
swanky fl air!

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi, I’m Jane E.  Visit 
my Bakery,  Internet 
Cafe and Smoothie Bar 
for something yummy 
in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques 

and Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell:In a Nutshell:
Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s 

Closet 
Monday-Saturday, 10 to 5-ish 

615 15th St., 
Downtown Bradenton 

941-745-3131941-745-3131 Rusty Crickett’s co-owners Charlie Kennedy, Terri Liss 
and Jan Nelson have created an amazing store. Shopping at Rusty Crickett’s is a true delight. So many beautiful 

things in such a wonderful atmosphere — a shopper’s dream 
come true. 

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

*sale excludes December Diamonds, Cactus, Focus and Swimwear.

Up to  Off 
Casual to Dressy Fashions 

Up to  Off 
Various Gifts 

 Off 
All Christmas

NEW 

ARRIVALS 

DAILY

sale40% off
VARIOUS GIFTS 
AND DOLLS!40% off

50% off ALL CLOTHING! 
ACCESSORIES!
VARIOUS GIFTS!

Women’s! 

Men’s! 

Children’s!

3 days only   Tues,  Wed, Thurs  May 8, 9, 10 

GET-ACQUAINTED

You’ll be 

tickled pink at 

our selection!

*FREE WITH $10 PURCHASE $1 OFF FISH AND CHIPS

4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442 • At the Manatee Public Beach

BEACH SHOPT
H
E

 INVITES YOU TO COME IN AND CHECK OUT 
                       OUR GREAT SELECTION OF 
                   FASHIONS AND GIFTS!

YOU’LL BE TICKLED YOU’LL BE TICKLED 
PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!

Fashions from 
Cruisewear to Beachwear

plus jewelry, hats, shoes, purses
and Great Gifts for everyone!

Tide and Moon 
Gift Shoppe 

Located inside Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 

Beach • 941.778.4050
Open Daily • Parking available in back and across street

“Where fi ne meets funky” 
Specializing in custom and 

handmade sterling silver jewelry.

A Room A Room 
withwith a a Hue Hue 

Hand-Painted Furniture 
Home Decor • Faux Finishing  

Unique Handbags 
12518 Cortez Rd. W., Cortez Village 

by the Cortez Bridge 
798-9034 • www.aroomwithahue.com 

10-4, Wed.-Sat. or by appointment 

1250 10th St. E. • Hwy 301 N.
Palmetto, FL 
941-729-5282 

10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.  

Antique Mall 
     miline’s     miline’sE     E     

9,000 ft. Air Conditioned 
Showroom 

We buy and sell estates

Cruise seminar 
slated for Feb. 18

 Daniel’s Travel Company of Holmes Beach 
will host a free seminar on vacation cruises from 
2-4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 18, at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church on 26th Street in Bradenton.
 The seminar will be particularly helpful to 
people making their fi rst-ever cruise, or consid-
ering a cruise for the fi rst time.
 Discussion topics include the activities avail-
able on a vacation cruise, what each cruise line 
offers for activities and destinations and why one 
destination might be better suited for a particular 
interest than another.
 Refreshments will be served.
 For more information, call travel expert Dan  
Parsons at 941-779-2050.

Wake up Wednesday
Pieter Hahn of Fantasy 
Travel and Wende Webb of 
ServPro network attend the 
Jan. 30 breakfast meeting 
hosted by the Longboat Key/
Lido Key/St. Armands Key 
Chamber of Commerce at  
6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key. The next 
breakfast program will be 
at 8 a.m. Feb. 27. For more 
information, call 941-383-
2466. sIslander Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose
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Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 2-13-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Mon-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Great selection of seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Great food! Great prices!

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Thursday
Feb. 14
4-8 pm DDelicious Prime Rib

with all the fi xings,
Salads & Dessert

2222 for $30

$15.95 
per person

VVVValentine's Day
music by

Rick Boyd

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Lack of action led 
Michigander to Italy during 

World War II
 Darwin Carlson of Anna Maria had already been 
drafted into the U.S. Army when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
 He had left his native Cadillac, Mich. after graduat-
ing from high school to work for General Motors at a 
Detroit plant when he decided it was time to think about 
the draft.
 “At that time, the draft was just for one year and I 
was of the opinion that I’d better do something since I 
was going to be drafted anyway,” recalled Darwin.
 In May 1941, he “volunteered” for the draft and 
was assigned to the coast artillery. During training in 
North Carolina that December, he and his fellow train-
ees learned about Pearl Harbor. At that time, the draft 
was just for one year, but that was changed to “for the 
duration” of the war.
 Needless to say, the brass were afraid the Japanese 
planned to attack Hawaii again and Darwin joined the 
75th Coast Artillery Battalion in early 1942, which 
already had orders for Hawaii.
 “Hawaii didn’t sound too bad for our fi rst duty,” 
said Darwin. “But we were told that we could expect a 
return visit by the Japanese.”
 The 75th had the latest in anti-aircraft technology, 
including radar-directed 90-mm guns and searchlights 
that could generate 800 million in candle power at 
night. Darwin and his pals fi gured it was more than 
enough to take care of any further “sneak attacks.”
 When the unit sailed into Pearl Harbor, Darwin and 
the other soldiers gathered at the ship’s rail to witness 
the destruction fi rst-hand.
 “Some of the ship’s were still smoking and leaking 
oil. We had heard about the losses, but when you see it 
in person, you really get an appreciation for what hap-
pened. Nobody said a whole lot that day.”
  But the expected second Japanese attack against 
Hawaii never materialized and the 75th spent 18 months 
training for an invasion that never came.
 By mid-1943, Darwin — even though he was 
assigned to “paradise” — was becoming bored with 
the lack of action.
 “I wanted to do something, to do my part. I always 

Up in the air
Anna Maria winter resident Darwin Carlson as a 
radio operator during World War II near Bari, Italy, 
with the 461st Bomb Wing of the 15th Air Force.

wanted to fl y, so I applied for pilot training.”
 Accepted into the program, Darwin and 12 other 
pilot-trainees headed back to California for eight weeks 
of ground school followed by actual fl ying on a PT-18 
training aircraft.
 At one point during the school, said Darwin, the 
instructors decided they didn’t like his landings. Rather 
than return him to the artillery, Darwin was offered the 
chance to train as a radio operator on a B-24 Liberator 
bomber. It was an offer the Army didn’t have to make 
twice.
 Along with the training came a promotion to staff 
sergeant and a quick set of orders assigning him to 
Italy.
 First, however, he went to North Carolina, where 
he met and trained with the other nine men that would 
make the crew of his Liberator. 
 After that, Darwin and the crew fl ew across the 
Atlantic via South America and Africa before landing 
near Bari, Italy, in early 1944. They joined the 461st 
Bomb Wing of the 15th Air Force.
 “It was a really good crew. I trusted the guys. I 
remember being scared that fi rst combat mission. Any-

body who says they weren’t scared the fi rst time is a 
liar, but you do your duty. You trust in the other guys. 
You learn to control your fear and just do your job.”
 Most missions were fl own against German factories 
and positions in eastern Europe, including Romania, 
Yugoslavia and the Ukraine. A typical mission would take 
anywhere from eight to 10 hours roundtrip to complete.
 For the B-24 crews of the 15th Air Force, each mis-
sion became a lesson in defeating, or losing, the odds.
 Darwin remembered that few stories about the 15th 
Air Force ever made it back to magazines and newspa-
pers in the states, while the 8th Air Force stationed in 
England as getting all the publicity.
 He would get letters from home talking about the 
glorious deeds of the 8th as reported in the Michigan 
papers, with nary a mention of the air war in Italy.
 “I guess it was because all the correspondents were 
in London. Nobody from any of the newspapers wanted 
to sleep in a tent in a mud fi eld in the middle of Italy in 
the middle of winter, that’s for sure.”
 Despite the lack of publicity, however, the 461st 
did its job and Darwin and his crew had completed nine 
combat missions together by April 1944.
 One cold morning, the pilot of Darwin’s plane 
drove up to his tent and told him that he had to fl y as 
a “fi ll-in” radio operator on another B-24 fl ying that 
day.
 In the air war, bomber crews learned to trust each 
other, and viewed any break-up of the crew, for what-
ever reason, as bad luck and something to be avoided.
 Strangely, Darwin recalled that he didn’t feel 
uncomfortable at all with a strange crew.
 “I kind of figured the pilot knew what he was 
doing.” As it turned out, his trust was rewarded.
 On the bombing mission over Romania, the plane 
encountered anti-aircraft fi re so heavy “you could walk 
on it,” recalled Darwin. His B-24 took a number of hits 
and one man was killed instantly and another bailed out 
on his own initiative. Darwin took a piece of shrapnel 
in his foot, but didn’t consider his injury serious at the 
time.
 “I was more worried about the pilot getting us 
home. We had lost an engine and had holes in the plane 
everywhere.”
 Losing air speed and altitude with every passing 
minute, the pilot told everyone he could get the plane 
back to Bari.
 “He was real calm and cool. A professional. We fl ew 
over the Adriatic for what seemed like forever before 
we got to the base. I can tell you that there weren’t any 
atheists on that plane that day.”
  As the pilot got ready for landing, he told the crew 
that he only had enough fl uid for one shot on the brakes. 
“He said if anyone wanted to bail out, they could, but 
nobody took the offer,” said Darwin.

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Darwin Carlson and wife Jean relax at their daughter’s home in Anna Maria, where they spend the winter 
away from their native Michigan. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

 The pilot got the plane down and hit the brakes, but 
it wasn’t enough to stop the lumbering Liberator and 
the plane rolled off the end of the runway and literally 
broke apart. Luckily, no one was seriously injured in 
the crash landing.
 Darwin went to the base hospital for treatment, fi g-
uring he’d be back with his own crew in a few days. 
  But his wound was more serious than he had origi-
nally believed. The shrapnel had shattered some of the 
bones and doctors couldn’t get all the pieces out. Even-
tually, his foot became infected and he spent several 
months in the hospital.
  As is often the case during the war, luck was with 
Darwin. During his hospital stay, his original crew was 
shot down and just one man survived.
 “That was a blow. That struck me hard. It was just 
the luck of the draw that I wasn’t with them,” he said.
 “I had been wondering why the guys didn’t come by 
to see me, and one day, a guy I knew came in and told 
me the news. That was tough to take,” he recalled.
 The war, however, continued. Darwin was even-
tually discharged from the hospital but was denied a 
return to fl ight status because of his injuries. Instead, 
he was assigned to teach Morse code to newly arrived 
pilots and crews.
 “I guess I was lucky. I never fl ew again, although 
I lost a lot of good buddies up in the air. You’d fi nd out 
somebody didn’t come back when nobody slept in their 
bunk that night. To this day, I still think about my crew 
and the guys who didn’t come back.”
 When the Germans surrendered in May 1945, 
Darwin had served four years and as a “walking 
wounded,” was one of the fi rst men sent back to the 

United States for discharge.
 He returned to Cadillac where he bought a com-
pany that insulated houses.
 One evening, he went to a nearby bowling alley 

for a few drinks and there he met his future wife, Jean. 
They were married in November 1945 and have three 
children.
 Darwin eventually sold the insulating company and 
became partners in a shoe store, a business he had for 
nearly 18 years. He sold that in the early 1970s and 
dabbled in real estate and other ventures.
 He and Jean fi rst came to Anna Maria Island in the 
1970s, while visiting a friend in Cortez. Daughter Sue 
bought a house in Anna Maria and Darwin and Jean 
now spend their winters on the Island.
 “I was one of the lucky ones. I’m proud of my 
service and I’d do it again, but it’s really sad when you 
think about all the guys who didn’t come back. They 
are the real heroes.”
 Another member of the Greatest Generation.

“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II 
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

Historical notes
An audience listens 
to jazz performed by 
the Gulf Drive Band 
during the Anna 
Maria Island Histori-
cal Society’s fi rst Jazz 
Fest of the season. 
The afternoon event, 
which raised money 
for both the Center and 
the historical society, 
took place Feb. 7 at 
the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center in 
Anna Maria. The next 
jazz fest is scheduled 
for March 13, also at 
the Center. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 2/19/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

7am-7:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • dinner
12507 Cortez Road

 at the Cortez Fishing Center
(941)  795-4847

Prime Rib
Thursdays! 

2-7:30pm
$7.99

Sauteed Dishes $7.99
daily 2-7:30pm

All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Grouper, Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

with soup or salad, 
potato and vegetable

Live Music
Sat & Sun

1-5pm

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD FEB 13 - FEB 19

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$33991.75 
LTR

$3399 
Dewar’s Scotch Grand Marnier

750
ML

Come by boat - Marker #49 • 4628 119th St. W.
(Cortez Rd. W, turn S at traffi c light)

941-798-2035 • WWW.BAYSIDEBANQUETHALL.COM

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm 

every Monday!

Live music begins at 5:30

Dance by the fi reside

Enjoy beautiful sunsets!

Complimentary food 
from 6-7pm!

no credit/debit cards

OPEN FOR CORTEZ FESTIVAL 2PM, 
MUSIC STARTS AT 4PM!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

Wednesday, Feb. 13
 7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a 
sunrise breakfast at Matt & Dom’s Pastry Cafe, 9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-1541.
 10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Florida Sarasota-Man-
atee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning speaker series features former U.S. 
Rep. Dan Miller talking about “The 2008 Election” at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-359-
4296.
 11:30 a.m. — The Off Stage Ladies Auxiliary of the Island Players holds 
its February Valentine’s luncheon and meeting at the SunHouse Restaurant, 
111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach. The Asolo Repertory Theatre Readers 
will entertain. Information and reservations: 941-761-7374.

1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Thursday, Feb. 14
 Today is Valentine’s Day.

11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 
Commerce hosts a luncheon at the Sun House, 111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-383-2466.
 8 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center hosts the annual 
Sweetheart Dance sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island at 
the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.

Friday, Feb. 15
 9:30 a.m. — The Friends of the Island Library board meets at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.

Saturday, Feb. 16
 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., hosts a pancake breakfast and rummage sale. Kids eat free with a 
paying adult. Information: 941-778-0414.

8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island hosts a breakfast 
meeting at Cafe on the Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The speaker 
is Lynn Lineman of Community Bank. Information: 941-795-8697.

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. — The 26th annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Fes-
tival takes place in the historic fi shing village. Information: 941-794-1249.

Event notices
 Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.
org. Please include time, date and location of the 
event, as well as a contact name, phone number 
and e-mail address. The deadline for submissions 
is at least one week prior to the desired Wednes-
day publication date. Remember, the sooner you 
submit your notice, the sooner The Islander can 
announce the event.

The Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach, hosts Gloria Hall Cropper showing basket 
weaving at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 16. Islander 
Photo: Courtesy John Bonser

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Holmes Beach Butterfl y Art and Craft Festival 
takes place at the Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 352-344-0657.

10 a.m. — The Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, 
hosts Gloria Hall Cropper showing basket weaving.

10:30 a.m. — The Holmes Beach Civic Association holds its annual 
meeting at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy, 
Sarasota, hosts a book signing and short lecture program, Books with Bites. 
Information: 941-388-4441, ext. 438.

8 p.m. — The American Legion Post No. 24, 2000 75th St. W., Bra-
denton, hosts a variety show. Information and tickets: 941-794-3489.

Sunday, Feb. 17
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. — The 26th annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Fes-

tival takes place in the historic fi shing village. Information: 941-794-1249.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The Holmes Beach Butterfl y Art and Craft Festival 

takes place at the Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 352-344-0657.

2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra 
presents its opera concert — featuring selections from “La Traviata” — at 
Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-8585.

Monday, Feb. 18
Noon — The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club hosts former U.S. 

Rep. Jim Davis at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. Information: 941-778-9287.

7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sara-
sota, hosts a lecture — “Sabotage in the Artic: Fate of the Submarine Nautilus 
of 1931” — with Stewart Nelson. Information: 941-388-4441.

Tuesday, Feb. 19
10 a.m. to noon — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy, 

Sarasota, hosts a volunteer recruitment coffee. Information: 941-388-4441, 
ext. 438.

Noon — The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 
a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 
Beach. The speaker is Ian Munday of ShelterBox Trust Board. Information: 
941-778-1880.

5:30 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce and Long-
boat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber co-host a women’s night out 
at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. Information 

and registration: 941-778-1541.

Ongoing:
 • The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island features the work of Bradenton 
artist Ginny Eitman in February at the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6694.
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach, hosts an exhibit of work by Islander Helen Romeike-Wisniewski 
through Feb. 28. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • Island Gallery West’s featured artist for February is Richard Stewart, 
a Tampa-based photographer and artist. The gallery is at 5368 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6648.
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria continues Jean Black-
burn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an exploration of the Myakka River in 
photographs and oil paintings. The Studio is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St. 
N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. on Thursdays through March. Information: 
941-778-1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday of the month at 
the Martinique North condominium in the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, 
sells early settlers bread on Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., exhibits 
“John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” a selection of rare and valuable Audubon 
works of art and artifacts. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch horseshoes in 
the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 
941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of classes for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Information: 941-778-1908, or www.
islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group 
plays at the Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 
941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th streets west 
and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst 
Fridays and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach FL 34217 • 941 778-7978

Mmm!
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7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
9994999 1-7

TTTTTTTTTuuuesss --SSSSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Reservations Recommended – call 761-4961III

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
at The Iron Skillet

Specials include: 
Crab and Shrimp Bisque • Prime Rib 
• Surf & Turf – Filet Mignon and 
Crab-Stuffed Lobster Tail • Calamari 
• Crispy Chicken Nicole • Mushroom 
& Boursin Strudel

Beer, Wine and Champagne 

5406 Marina Drive
 Holmes Beach
941.778.5320  Bistro

O O H !
L U N C H
B R U N C H
FRI/SAT/SUN

Now you can enjoy the same great breakfast, 
brunch menu on Fridays (for important lunches) 
and on Saturdays (avoid the Sunday rush) in the 

quiet, elegant ambiance of Ooh La La!

Valentine’s Celebration Valentine’s Celebration withwith

Janine Elise ScottJanine Elise Scott
every Wednesday & Thursday thru Mayevery Wednesday & Thursday thru May

Fine Dining • Live Entertainment • Dancing
Surf & Turf G Seafood G Steaks G Prime Rib & More

Dinner Specials for Two G Full Bar and Fine Wines
2519 Gulf Drive North • Reservations 941-779-9151

SHARKYSHARKY’’SS
ON ANNA MARIA ISLANDON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Coming up:
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community Center holds its annual 
auction and dinner — an Affaire to Remember — at the Center. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 23, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Association hosts 
the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market. Information: 941-779-2545.
 • On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual fashion show at the Bradenton Country Club. Information: 941-778-
1541.

Save the date:
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts Heritage 
Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0492.
 • On March 8, the Anna Maria Island Privateers hosts a Thieves Market 
at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-8903.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents Springfest, 
an arts and crafts show, at the Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld. Information: 
941-778-2099.
 • On March 9, St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.
 • On March 13, “Born Yesterday” opens at the Island Players playhouse 
at Gulf Drive and Pine Avenue in Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-6878.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center presents its annual Tour of Homes benefi t. Information: 941-
778-1908.
 • On March 16, the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade takes place. Infor-
mation: 727-214-8903.
 • On March 22, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a dance 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-0492.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Historical interest
On behalf of the Roser Memorial Community Church 
Guild, Ginger Braune presents a check for $1,000 
to Sissy Quinn for the Anna Maria Island Histori-
cal Society. AMIHS’s next event will be the annual 
members’ luncheon at noon Thursday, Feb. 21 at 
the BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Into the gallery
The Anna Maria Island Art League hosts a reception for Helen Romeike-Wisniewski and her one-woman show, 
“Into and out of the Maze,” Feb. 8. The show continues through the month at the league gallery, 5312 Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach. For more information, call 941-778-2099. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Guild hosts 
reception
Ginny Eitman is the 
February featured 
artist at Artists 
Guild of Anna 
Maria Island Gal-
lery. The gallery, 
5413 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, 
held a reception for 
Eitman Feb. 1. For 
more information, 
call 941-778-6694. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Feb 13-- 5:28 0.9 8:17 0.8 3:30 2.1 11:59 -0.4  
 Feb 14-- *4:23 2.2 — — — — — —
 Feb 15-- *5:35 2.2 1:34 -0.5 — — — —
 Feb 16-- *7:06 2.2 2:53 -0.7 — — — —
 Feb 17-- *8:31 2.2 3:53 -0.8 — — — —
 Feb 18-- *12:30 1.2 4:40 -0.8 9:39 2.2 3:00 1.1
 Feb 19-- *12:31 1.2 5:17 -0.7 10:34 2.1 4:08 0.9
 Feb 20-- *12:36 1.3 5:47 -0.6 11:22 2.0 5:01 0.6

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Open Mon-Fri 8-4, 
Saturday by Appointment

12044 Cortez Rd. W, (941) 792-7657
marinedocktor@msn.com

Make one stop to shop for the Dock!

marine docktor
Sales • Service • Supplies & More

• Jet Ski Lifts & Boat Lifts
• Remote Controls
• Stainless Motors
• Cables and Switches

• Dock Accessories
• Piling Cones
• Aluminum Ladders
• Bumper Strips

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Hey Bob: Thanks for all the fun for all these years
 Bob Ardren’s memorials were last weekend. It 
wasn’t a happy time for some of us, but it was some-
thing of a pleasure to see old friends from years and 
years past.
 A couple-hundred folks showed up at a Mote 
Marine Laboratory site to honor Bob, who wrote for 
The Islander, the Pelican Press, the Tampa Tribune, 
the United Press International, was marketing guru for 
the John and Mabel Ringling Museum of Art and later 
was in charge of the museum’s circus museum. 
 He was also a good friend. Just let it be stated that 
the last weekend was rough. Needless to say, there 
were a lot of hugs and a few tears. OK, maybe a lot of 
tears.
 We dug through some computer fi les and found 
some old columns that Bob wrote for The Islander. 
Here’s a couple of his pieces, which were the pre-Sand-
script column.

Feel smart and have a good time, too
 Want to feel smart, experienced and good about one 
of your neighbors? Well, let me tell you a little story.
 Each year in our fair state we lose too many people 
to drowning. As a result, parents constantly try to teach 
their children water safety and, frankly, those of us 
around the water try to keep an eye on one another. 
 The danger is always there when folks are on the 
water. 
 So it was Monday of Labor Day weekend when 
Capt. Phil Shields aboard his “Reef Reacher,” along 
with his children, motored out into Tampa Bay, plan-
ning to anchor and clean the bottom of his boat. 
 Now, a pass is the best place to do this kind of 
work because the current carries away the scrapings 
and other debris, giving the worker a clear view of his 
or her work. 
 Out into the inlet, Capt. Shields noticed two ladies, 
one on a fl oat and one with those funny little arm fl oats 
you buy at the dime store, quite far out into the pass. 
He stopped and asked if they were all right, and if they 
needed some help — like a ride back into shore. 
 But they replied that they were just waiting for a 
boat with their companions aboard to come pick them 
up. It seems the group had rented a boat for some water 
skiing and the ladies decided to just relax and fl oat 
around for awhile.
 Out in the pass. 

 Capt. Shields went on his way over toward the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge and proceeded to anchor 
and clean his boat’s bottom. Upon preparing to return 
to shore, he noticed the two ladies by now had drifted 
very far into the channel and were being carried along 
by the current. 
 He again approached the fl oaters and this time — 
despite their increasingly weakening protests — sug-
gested in no uncertain terms that their lives were in 
danger and took them aboard. They were Gladys and 
Ester, whose last names will not be used to protect the 
naive.
 At that point, Shields took the two back to the Anna 
Maria City Pier, where they waited for a long period of 
time, fi nally getting a ride to their condo from a kindly 
soul. 
 So it turns out the couple’s male friends had taken 
the rental boat back to the marina from whence they 
had rented it, fi guring the ladies had simply come back 
to shore and were probably warming up in a bar some-
where. 
 The postscript to this whole affair is that the Shields’ 
received a beautiful basket of gourmet foods, (caviar, 
pate and the like) the next day from Ester. The card was 
signed by Dr. Ester _____ of Miami, FL.
 Hats off to Shields for caring enough to keep an 
eye on some of our inexperienced tourists — and being 
professional enough to know when to take charge of a 
potentially dangerous situation. 

Bean counters rule; guard the beach
 At least we were the prettiest.
 Couldn’t help noticing at a recent regional trans-
portation planning meeting down in Sarasota that the 
Anna Maria contingent there was the nicest-looking 
group in the place. Mostly wearing white T-shirts with 

“Save Anna Maria” in bright orange letters, our locals 
made theirs (the pro high-bridge crowd from a key to 
the south) look dull and very, very old. 
 But to tell the truth, it was a heavy hit the Island 
took that day as the group wouldn’t even reconsider the 
bridge question. In the for-what-it’s-worth department, 
that same planning organization that same day stuck a 
65-foot-high bridge right in the middle of Sarasota Bay, 
too. 
 The bean counters and the barbarians are having 
their day. Now we’ll probably have to turn to the law-
yers for help — and goodness help us then.
 And just when you think you’ve heard it all — how 
government can ram things down the throats of unwill-
ing citizens — listen to this one. 
 Without ever holding a public hearing of any 
kind, the state and federal governments have decided 
to renourish the beaches down in Venice with sand 
dredged out of the bar protecting and nourishing Siesta 
Key’s famous Crescent Beach. The plan is to dredge 
2.5-million cubic yards of sand out of that bar, load it 
into barges, tow it to Venice and then pump it onto the 
beach there.
 But hey, it gets even crazier better than that. 
 This renourishment of south Venice beaches, basi-
cally brought about because the Venice jetties get in 
the way of normal sand migration, is scheduled to 
continue for the next 50 years! As I understand it, that 
means every 10 years Venice will dig into the bar off 
Big Pass, carry that pretty sand south and dump it on 
their beach.
 All of this, by the way, is paid for by you, the tax-
payer.
 It’s your U.S. Army Corp of Engineers at work. 
Those same folks who brought you the Mississippi 
River fl ooding this past summer. Just ask your mid-
western relatives with homes now in New Orleans what 
they think of that crew.
 Well, once the residents of Siesta Key fi nally found 
out about this sneaky little game going on, they pro-
tested to the Sarasota County commissioners who, as it 
turns out, had approved it. But the commissioners now 
claim they didn’t know where the sand was coming 
from. 
 So earlier this week the state’s director of the Divi-
sion of Beaches and Shores (honest), traveled to Sara-

PLEASE SEE SANDSCRIPT, NEXT PAGE
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Grouper still good offshore, sheepies, reds great inshore
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Look for great action — again — offshore for grou-
per and snapper in the Gulf of Mexico. Good catches 
are coming in from the 50-foot depths, for both species. 
Amberjack is also a good bet for the Gulf waters, but 
a bit farther from shore.
 For the backwater anglers, redfi sh are the mainstay. 
Sheepshead are starting to turn up in greater and larger 

sota from the holy city of Tallahassee and laid the word 
on the worried residents of Siesta Key. 
 “Don’t worry about it,” Kirby Greene III said in 
effect, “the Army Corp of Engineers is taking care of 
things.” 
 I asked the fellow after his presentation to the still-
stunned Siesta residents if he could look me in the eye 
and say Siesta’s beaches wouldn’t be hurt by this dredg-
ing and he replied, “I’m not going to say no damage.” 
 So hey, it’s a high bridge this year, and for God’s 
sake, it’s time to start keeping an eye on our beach. 
 Now, something pleasant.
 If you’re looking for an unusual and long-lasting 
(not to mention fairly affordable) gift, this just might 
be the answer. A tree raised from the seeds of a famous 
or historic tree.
 For example, there’s the Walden Woods Weeping 
Willow grown from seed collected from trees growing 
in the pristine acres where Thoreau walked and wrote 
in his journal. Or how about an Andersonville Magnolia 
from one of those six huge magnolias planted by Clara 
Barton at Andersonville Prison in Georgia in 1865? 
She, as you may recall, was the founder of the Red 
Cross.
 There’s the Patrick Henry Osage Orange, named 
for the Indians who used its wood for bows. This tree, 
the largest of its kind in the world, stands at the home 
and fi nal resting place of the patriot who said, “Give 
me liberty or give me death.”
 Dozens of famous or historic tree’s descendents 
are offered for sale, and many are suitable for our cli-
mate.
 And now that The Islander is 1 year old, I’m espe-
cially thankful to all the readers who’ve helped me 
along the way with their comments, ideas and espe-
cially, with their taking the time to read this column. 
 Thanks to each and every one of you.
 And thanks to you, Bob.
 By the way, there was a ceremony last Saturday 
to honor Bob’s children. Tracy and Joe both got trees 
planted at City Island.

sizes, and trout are fi nally starting to come to the bait 
of anglers.

At Corky’s Bait & Tackle on Cortez Road, reports 
are that lots of redfi sh and trout are coming out of Palma 
Sola Bay. Areas around canals, docks or pilings are result-
ing in sheepshead. Gulf waters have been hot for whiting 
and bluefi sh, and a few fi shers have reported catching 
pompano off the beaches. Around Anna Maria Island, 
some anglers have caught a few Spanish mackerel, but 
they tend to be very spotty. Sarasota Bay has resulted in a 
few redfi sh and trout being caught. Paradise Bay’s Janu-
ary fi shing tournament resulted in the following winners: 
Len Matthew and Jim Waller for redfi sh; Frank Chan, 
Ted Hustin and Jim Hustin for sheepshead; and Frank 
Chan, Carl Shaver and Len Matthew for trout. 

Sandscript factoid
 Here’s my favorite Bob Ardren story, which I 
couldn’t tell at the weekend’s gathering because I knew 
I couldn’t get through it without losing it.
 It was maybe Islander No. 2 when there was a 
distribution problem. I got a call, I called Bob, and 
we went to the offi ce to start to bag or roll papers to 
eventually throw into your driveways.
 We were all sitting on the sidewalk in front of the 
offi ce with bundles of papers and boxes of rolled papers 
when two women came walking by.
 “Oh, look, they’re getting ready to get the paper 
out,” one said.
 “Oh, isn’t that quaint,” the other said.
 Bob looked at me. I looked at him. I could tell we 
were both starting to feel like baboons in a zoo, but 
without the peanuts being thrown at us.
 Now, remember Bob’s history was with journalism, 
marketing and the circus.
 “Hey lady,” Bob shouted out. “Wanna take a picture 
of an authentic Islander for only $5?”
 The women left without taking the picture or 
paying.

Capt. Sam Kimball, out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle on Cortez Road, said he’s still catching lots of 
grouper, snapper and amberjack offshore. Capt. Mark 
Johnson, also out of Annie’s, said his backwater char-
ters have featured catch-and-release snook, redfi sh and 
trout.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include good-size 
redfi sh from Terra Ceia Bay and lots of little trout, plus 
some sheepshead.

Capt. Mark Howard said fi shing around Anna 
Maria has been excellent this week, with some nice 
size redfi sh around the deepwater docks. Trout, mack-
erel and bluefi sh are in the deep water seagrass beds, 
hitting on artifi cial shrimp, and some mangrove snapper 
are also biting.

Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing has 
been terrifi c for grouper and snapper. Amberjack are 
biting about 50 miles out in the Gulf, while the grouper 
catch is coming in less than 50 feet of water. Backwater 
action is mostly focused on redfi sh, although trout are 
starting to show up on hooks, as well as sheepshead.  

Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said sheepies are 
biting, and anglers there are also catching black drum 
and catch-and-release snook at night.

Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
fi shers there are pulling in some stray mackerel and 
sheepshead and also some linesiders at night. 

Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
b.lack drum are a good catch from the Manatee River, 
and there are also reports of sheepshead to 4 pounds as 
well as lots of big trout.

Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said that grouper fi shing has been great off-
shore of Anna Maria Island. “On our trips,” he said,” we 
are catching monster gag grouper, red grouper, scamp, 
amberjack, triggerfi sh,porgys and a few kingfi sh, with 
the best action in 120 feet of water in the Gulf using 
live and cut bait.” He said that the tip of the week is to 
use lighter line of 50 pounds or less to get more bites. 

Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said that his sheepshead catch is 
excellent, as well as spotted sea trout, which he’s fi nd-
ing “to have made a miraculous recovery from the red 
tides of 2005/06 all across the area. A half day trip on 
Thursday produced the best catch of trout in more than 
3 years. We easily boated 40 trout and a dozen of them 
fell in the 15- to 20-inch slot limit. A number of huge 
ladyfi sh and bluefi sh were taken as well.” He’s fi shing 
in north Sarasota Bay, Palma Sola Bay and Anna Maria 
Sound. Capt. Zach added that he’s looking forward to 
the start of snook season March 1. 
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching reds to 
26 inches. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.

Sandscript
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Red to die for
Chuck Kulka of Loudon, Tenn., caught this monster 
redfi sh, too big to keep, while fi shing with Capt. Mark 
Howard of Sumotime Fishing Charters. 
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WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF EVERY DOLLAR.
Reach thousands of folksReach thousands of folks weekly  weekly 
with your ad for as little as $12! with your ad for as little as $12! 

Call  941-778-7978Call  941-778-7978
ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941.778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455
Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive,  
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Vic Caserta 
Realtor, fluent in

Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 730-1062 Cell email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

LACASA COSTIERA Luxury condo 
7320 Gulf Dr., #10, Holmes Beach: 
Exquisite 2-3BR/2.5BA, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished, wet bar, crown 
molding, heated pool and spa. 
$1,669,000. ML#338524.
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DUCE
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West Coast Air keeps Rotten Ralph’s cooled off
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Early on, it appeared that the Feb. 9 game between 
Anna Maria Island Community Center Basketball 
League Premier Division foes West Coast Air Con-
ditioning and Rotten Ralph’s would be a close one. 
WCAC battled hard for a 5-4 lead with just over 40 
seconds left to play in the second quarter. A baseline 
jumper followed by a steal and a layup by West Coast 
Air’s Matt Bauer changed all of that in a hurry.
 The fi rst quarter ended with WCAC holding a 9-4 
lead that quickly extended to 16-5 midway through the 
second quarter on baskets by Chandler Hardy, Whitney 
Bauer and Matt Bauer, along with one free throw from 
Michael Kirby.
 Rotten Ralph’s Cory Stickler scored on an offen-
sive rebound to temporarily stem the 7-point WCAC 
run, but a baseline drive by Matt Bauer restored West 
Coast’s 11-point lead. Rotten Ralph’s last gasp at get-
ting back into the game came when Celia Ware drove 
the lane for two and followed with a steal and a three-
pointer to pull Ralph’s to 18-12 with just over a minute 
to play in the half.
 West Coast Air Conditioning closed the half with 
a 6-0 run on baskets by Kyle Parsons, Kirby and Matt 
Bauer to take a 24-12 lead into the half.
 Rotten Ralph’s got no closer than nine points 
the rest of the way as West Coast Air Conditioning 
improved to 6-0 on the season with the 47-31 win. Matt 
Bauer led the way with 18 points and 12 rebounds, 
while sister Whitney added eight points and seven 
rebounds. Parsons fi nished with four points, while Troy 
Koszewski and Chandler Hardy each added four points 
to the scoreboard. Kirby completed the scoring for West 
Coast Air with fi ve points and 10 rebounds.
 Ware led the way for Rotten Ralph’s with 15 points, 
while Stickler and Joe Karasiewicz fi nished with seven 
and six points respectively. Daniel Janisch added three 
points and seven rebounds as Rotten Ralph’s fell to 1-6 
on the season.
 On Feb. 6, 14 points from Matt Bauer and 13 from 
Michael Kirby led West Coast Air Conditioning 39-34 
past Connect Cycles. Whitney Bauer added fi ve points 
and Chandler Hardy scored four points to complete the 
West Coast scoring in the victory.
 Connect Cycles was led by Kyle Aritt’s 14 points 
and 9 points from Tommy Price. Zach Evans completed 
the Connect Cycles scoring with 4 points.

Rotten Ralph’s 33, Island Real Estate 28
 On Feb. 4, Celia Ware and Cory Stickler scored 13 
points apiece to lead Rotten Ralph’s to a 33-28 win over 
Island Real Estate and their fi rst victory on the season. 
Olivia Moore and Daniel Janisch completed the Ralph’s 
scoring with six points and one point respectively.
 Jamison Urch led Island Real Estate with 17 points, 
while Nash Thompson hit a pair of three pointers to 
fi nish with six points. Blake Rivers completed the IRE 
scoring with fi ve points in the loss.

Division I
 Island Lumber drew a game closer to the top of 

Whitney Bauer makes a steal for her West Coast Air Conditioning team during basketball action at the Center. 
Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy

the Division I standings thanks to a 33-19 victory over 
fi rst-place Sun on Feb. 7. Becca Butler led the way 
with 13 points, while Joey Garbus added eight points. 
Dayle Hoffman, Wyatt Hoffman and Chris Pate each 
fi nished with four points to complete the Island Lumber 
scoring.
 Julian Botero’s 10 points and six points from 
Connor Field paced the Sun in the loss.
 On Feb. 6, Emily White dominated the low post, 
leading the Sun 31-28 past Air & Energy. Connor Field 
scored seven points, Patrick Edwards had six points and 
Julian Botero fi nished with 4 points to complete the Sun 
scoring in the victory.
 Daniel Pimental’s 10 points led the way for Air & 
Energy, which also received four points apiece from 
Sarah Asmi, Travis Belsito and Justin Gargett in the 
loss.
 On Feb. 5. Island Lumber rolled over A Paradise 
Realty 28-16 behind 11 points from Becca Butler and 
seven points from Chris Pate. Wyatt Hoffman added 
six points for Island Lumber, which also received two 
points apiece from Joey Garbus and Zach Guerin in the 
victory.
 Jack Titsworth, Savannah Schield and Max Miller 
scored four points apiece to lead A Paradise in the 
loss.

Division II
 Kumon edged Dips 16-13 in Division II basket-
ball action on Feb. 8 to move into fi rst place behind 
10 points from Anna Maria Galati. Chris Galati added 
four points and Mathew Franklin scored two points to 
complete the scoring for Kumon.
 Five points from Daniel Schroaeder and four points 
from Blaine Jenefsky paced Dips, which also received 

two points apiece from Josh Zawistoski and JJ DeSouza 
in the loss.
 On Feb. 5, Dips Ice Cream rode a balanced scor-
ing attack to record an easy victory over Jessie’s Island 
Store 28-7. Henry Bernet and Blaine Jenefsky scored 
eight points apiece to lead Dips, which also received six 
points apiece from Daniel Schroaeder and Josh Zawis-
toski in the victory.
 Three points from Keegan Murphy and two points 
apiece from Joely Hernandez and Jake Parsons paced 
the scoring for Jessie’s in the loss.

Division III
 Chase Lewis poured in eight points to lead Duncan 
Real Estate past Coastal Orthopedic 16-11 in Feb. 8 
Division III basketball action. Joe Class, Mikayla Kane, 
Brandon Mills and Lauren Sapienza completed the 
Duncan scoring with two points apiece.
 Leo Tilelli scored four points and Mikey Ellsworth 
added three points to lead Coastal Orthopedic, whcih 
also received two points apiece from Alexia Yavalar 
and Alex Salinas in the loss.
 On Feb. 7, Chase Lewis scored eight points to lead 
Duncan Real Estate past Ross Built 13-8. Lauren Sapi-
enza and Mikayla Kane scored two points each and 
Natasha Kieckoski added one point in the victory.
 Ross Built was led by six points from Jake Ross 
and two points from George Lardas in the loss.
 On Feb. 6, Emma Moneuse and Lucas Winstead led 
a furious second-half rally to cinch LPAC’s 8-7 victory 
over Beach Bistro. The restaurateurs built a 6-0 fi rst-
half lead behind four points from Gavin Sentman and 
two points from Nicole Sewall. Unfortunately, Beach 

PLEASE SEE SPORTS,  PAGE 29
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

VILLAGE GREEN LAKEVIEW 1,903 sf 2/2, two car garage, updated. $199,500.
WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 

CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 
unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.

WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,000.
ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 

TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 
lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.
Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

ITEMS FOR SALE

CRUZIN COOLERS ARE electric, motorized and 
a great way to ride the Island! Free seat and cover 
with purchase. Only $250-$300 for your colored 
cooler! 941-201-5448.

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM TIKI bar. Wood and bamboo 
with thatch roof and bartender latch door. Has shelv-
ing and space for refrigerator/freezer, cabinet and 
bottle storage. $1,500 or best offer. 941-812-8557.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS: Now open! 
Accepting quality consignments. 611 Manatee Ave. 
E. Bradenton. Call 941-749-1166.

GARAGE SALES Continued

GARAGE SALE: 8 A.M.-noon, Saturday, Feb. 16. 
TV, baker’s rack, shelves and much more. 6250 
Holmes Blvd. Unit 51, Holmes Beach.

BUDGET BOX THRIFT Shop 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday 
thru Friday, Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Nice furniture, 
art works, free fl ea market Saturday, March 29. 
4030 Manatee Avenue W., across the parking lot 
from Christ Episcopal Church.

YARD SALE AT Roser Thrift Shop. 9 a.m.-noon Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m.-noon Saturday, Feb. 16, 
2910 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.

GARAGE SALE: 7 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16, 
lots of bargains, 211 Havererkos Court, Holmes 
Beach.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534.

LOOKING FOR WORK in or around fi shing. Semi-
retired 44 year-old male, done after 20 years in con-
struction. Healthy, reliable and will show up on time. 
Ric, 941-448-3069.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxophone, 
clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 941-778-
1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The 
Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more information.

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.
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Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
a
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C

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

sssssoonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!

turnkey 3B3B3B3BR/R/R/R/2B2 A.
$649,900

lmomomomomoststss  eeeeendndnnn leesssssssssss f f   ulululululllll l ll bab y yyy views, dock, 

UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdateateteeeateateateateateateatesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss s

tttururururururu nknknknkeyeyeyeyyyyyyyy.. 3333
$649 9$649 9$649,9Mariner’s Cove

Almost 2500sf 4BR 2.5BA 3-car garage, fronts lake lagoon. 
Quiet Small West Palmetto Neighborhood. Built 2006. 

Make a Deal! $299,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Simply the Best

30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com
Ofrecemos servicio de ventas en espanõl

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

$190,000 CONDO. Located in the center of 
Holmes Beach. This 2BR/1BA unit features a huge 
garage and walking distance to everything. 

NEW LISTINGS!
Sunset Landings Condo, in 
southern Bradenton Beach  with 
gorgeous unobstructed gulf views 
directly across from the beach 
park. 2b/2.5 bath townhouse 

Immaculate, affordable, ready to 
move in 2b/2b home with a large 
lot on a quiet street conveniently 
located in Casa Del Sol, W. 
Bradenton w/tropically landscaped 

U n b e l i e v a b l y  p r i c e d ,  W. 
Bradenton 3/2 condo w/new 
pool.  Many upgrades including 
new tile, carpet, hot water heater, 
stove, & refrigerator.  Priced to 

yard, irrigation system, 2 car garage, screened porch & new 
carpeting.  Offered for $239,000.  

sell and ready to move in.  $110,000.

Jim Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Call Gayle Schulz
Broker/Associate

941.812.6489

you will want to live in! Tastefully turnkey furnished.  
Small, private complex of only 5 units.   Rarely available. 
Offered for $690,000.  

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1995 MAZDA MX3 fi ve-speed, white, 135,000 miles. 
Power windows, sunroof, CD player, and new tires. 
$2,250, or best offer. Call Nick, 941-928-2839.

BOATS & BOATING

2005 SEAHUNT 18.6 ft fi berglass. Less then 50 
miles, always stored on a lift. 56-gallon tank, full 
walk-thru windshield, bimini top, seats six. 115-hp 
Yamaha motor. Selling due to illness. $11,000. 941-
778-4399.

BOAT LIFT AVAILABLE? I would like to rent/lease 
your boat lift. Live here year round and own 17-foot 
boat/motor. Call Dave, 813-760-0148.

NEW VENTO 50-cc street-legal scooters. Drive on 
your car license, 90-plus mpg, up to 52/mph. From 
$1,195, while stock last. Island Scooter Store, 941-
778-2255.

2005 SEA KING (Geely), 50-cc street-legal scooter, 
nice condition. $650, 941-778-2255.

YAMAHA 1200 WAVERUNNER, three seater with 
reverse. Low hours, great condition. $4,250. 941-
778-2255.

2000 KAWASAKI 1100 Jet Ski. Adult owned, well-
maintained, very fast. $2,350. 941-778-2255.

20-FOOT BAY/fl ats boat. 150-hp, four-stroke Yamaha 
with bimini covers, etc. $14,000. 941-704-0065.

17-FT BOSTON WHALER Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, 
trailer, bimini top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery 
lock, teak accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-2873 or 
view at Wolfgang Schultz Marine. 

16-FOOT HOBIE Cat with trailer and manual. Sail 
ready. Sacrifi ce $390. Call, 941-896-7597.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

HELP WANTED Continued

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

HOST/SERVER/BUS help sought for days at Ooh 
La La! Bistro. Apply in person weekdays after 4 
p.m., 5406 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, 
reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-
0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, petsitting, 
and other personalized assistance. My car or yours. 
Excellent local references. Hourly rates. Ellen 941-
896-7902, or emj3@tampabay.rr.com.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.
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Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
anislandplace.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

CANALFRONT 
four bedroom/
two bath with a 
large pool and 
private setting!  
Th i s  home  i s 
c o m p l e t e l y 
u p d a t e d  a n d 
already generates 

a great weekly rental income when you aren’t there, year 
around!  $795,000.

Lowes t  p r i ced 
home in Bradenton 
Beach!  AND.....
it’s across from the 
beach!  Beautiful 
views and walks 
on the sand right 
outside your door!  
Turnkey furnished, 
$198,900.

I n v e s t m e n t 
property! 2B/2B 
d u p l e x ,  w i t h 
adjacent corner 
lot next door!  
Invest in one or 
both.   $595K 
duplex, $475K 
lot, with beach a 
block away!

A d o r a b l e  2 
Bedroom/2  Ba th 
c o t t a g e  i n  t h e 
wrapper!  Updated 
throughout ,  wi th 
ceramic tile, new 
pain t  ins ide  and 
o u t ,  e x t e n s i v e 
landscaping, arbor, 
spr inkler  sys tem 
and fencing.  Large 
lot with room for 
a  p o o l !  $ 4 8 5 K

PENDIN
G

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska Planck at
941-730-9667 

or 
e-mail piroska@verizon.net

Immaculate, updated 3BR/3BA home on deep 
water canal. New dock with 5000 lb. boat lift.  
Heated pool. Storm shutters. New roof, plumb-
ing, electric, windows, doors and appliances. 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  $850,000.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

2201 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach 

941-778-2115 • 1-877-346-7711

www.thebeachclubfl orida.com

BEACHFRONT 
REAL ESTATE 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME

201 Gulf DrD ive ee N., Bradenton Beeacaca h 

941-778-2115 • 1-8877777-3346-7711

Fractional Ownership 

Pre-Construction 
pricing starting at 

$64,500 

www.jackelka.com

Bistro managed only one more point on a free throw by 
Seth Walter, while Moneuse and Winstead were scoring 
four points apiece down the stretch to key the LPAC 
victory.

Horseshoe news
 Debbie Rhodes partnered with Jay Disbrow to 
defeat the team of Bob Lee and Vince Bonofi glio 21-16 
to win the Feb. 6 horseshoe competition at the Anna 
Maria City Hall pits. Thirty-one hopefuls started the 
day, with fi ve teams emerging from pool play action. 
Lee and Bonofi glio advanced to the fi nal by defeating 
walker Adin Shank by a 22-12 margin. Shank earned 
his opportunity by defeating Rod Bussey and Herb Pur-
year 22-20 in the fi rst eliminator. Rhodes and Disbrow 
advanced to the fi nal on the strength of a 21-14 victory 
over the team of Leo Hutton and Bob Mason.
 The Feb. 2 games saw Norm Good and Jay Dis-
brow edge Tom Rhodes and John Crawford by a 21-19 

score to earn the day’s bragging rights.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men played an 18-hole, best-
ball-of-foursome tourney on Feb. 6 at the Key Royale 
Club golf course. The team of Dale Hudson, Vince 

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

AMICC Basketball League 
standings as of Feb. 9

AMICC Basketball League 
schedule

Fanton, Bob Landgren and Ernie Hauser torched the 
par 64 with a 47. That’s 17-under par for the math-chal-
lenged. Second place went to the team of Bob Doos, 
Nub Turner, John Heiselman and Jim Hilgison with 49. 
Alone in third place with a score of 51 was the team of 
Danny Williams, John Williamson, Jim Yates and Greg 
Harris.
 The men played nine holes on Feb. 3 in a better-
ball-of-foursome contest. This format produced a two-
way tie for fi rst place between the team of Bob Lamp, 
Bob Sayles, Al Gunn and Jerry Micho, which carded 
the same score of 9-under-par 23 as Hugh Holmes, Dale 
Hudson, Dick Eichorn and Dick Rowse. Second place 
went to the team of Joe Dickinson, Charles Krauss, Al 
Kaiser and Wade LaDue with 8-under 24.
 The Feb. 1 mixed scramble saw Mitzi Vikingstad, 
Barbara Lindhall, Bob Schuetz and Charlie Reed shoot 
a net 20 to win by .8 of a stroke over the second-place 
team of Teresa Schutt, Terry Westby, Dave Kruger and 
Peter Thomassen.

West Coast Air Conditioning’s Michael Kirby goes 
strong to the basket during AMICC’s Basketball 
League Premier Division action.

Premier League Won Lost
WCAC  6  0
Cycles  3  3
IRE   3  4
Ralph’s  1  6

Division I
Sun   6  1
Lumber  5  2
Paradise  2  5
A&E  1  6

Division II
Kumon  6  2
Dips  5  2 
Jessie’s  0  7

Division III
Duncan  7  0
Ross  6  2
Bistro  2  6
Orthopedics 2  5
LPAC  2  6

Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Feb. 13 Cycles vs. Ralph’s
10 a.m. Feb. 16 IRE vs. Ralph’s
11 a.m. Feb. 16 Cycles vs. WCAC
8 p.m.  Feb. 18 Cycles vs. WCAC

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Feb. 15  Sun vs. Paradise 
Noon Feb. 16  Lumber vs. Sun
1 p.m. Feb. 16  A&E vs. Paradise 
8 p.m. Feb. 19  Sun vs. A&E

Division II (ages 10-11)
8 p.m. Feb. 15 Kumon vs. Dips 
2 p.m. Feb. 16 Kumon vs. Jessie’s
7 p.m. Feb. 19 Dips vs. Jessie’s

Division III (ages 8-9)
6 p.m.  Feb. 15 Ross vs. LPAC
3 p.m.  Feb. 16 LPAC vs. Duncan 
4 p.m.  Feb. 16 Bistro vs. Ross 
7 p.m.  Feb. 18 Orthopedic vs. Ross 
6 p.m.  Feb. 19 Bistro vs. LPAC

Instructional League (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Feb. 13 BeachHouse  vs. 
Observer
6 p.m. Feb. 18 B e a c h H o u s e  v s . 
Oyster Bar



30  FEB. 13, 2008  THE ISLANDER

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Message on Amendment 1
Those of us in the real estate business in our area fully understand the current 
market problems and we agree that Amendment 1 will not “JUMP START” the 
real estate market as suggested by Tallahassee and our media. It will possibly 
assist those sellers who plan to purchase a replacement home in our state.

We need to consider that the buyer of a home plans to reside and homestead 
in our state and if they’ll accept their initial tax bill. Also, it is not clear in the 
amendment if we’re able to assure a buyer if the homestead cap is to remain.

Many of our offi ce sales these past 33 years have been to buyers who purchase 
a home to retire to in later years and the 10 percent cap does not benefi t that 
absentee owner.

The problem of absentee owners taxes exists now, as agents are unable to increase 
rental rates. Is it not unfair to these owners and business owners to pay high taxes 
while the double homestead in Amendment 1 allows so many mobile home and 
small condo owners to be exempt from or to pay low taxes?

We encourage you to act now by reviewing the Constitutional Amendment 
Petition Form and signing it. All Florida registered voters are eligible. Go to 
www.cartonline.org.

Feel free to call me for further details or questions. The 1.35 percent cap is the 
answer for runaway taxes. The 3 percent cap and $25,000 exemption will be 
preserved, as will be all other exemptions. 

Thank you for your attention.
Marie Franklin
Licensed real estate broker,
Anna Maria Realty

Those of us in the real estate business in our area fully understand the current 
market problems and we agree that Amendment 1 will not “JUMP START” the
real estate market as suggested by Tallahassee and our media. It will possibly
assist those sellers who plan to purchase a replacement home in our state.

We need to consider that the buyer of a home plans to reside and homestead 
in our state and if they’ll accept their initial tax bill. Also, it is not clear in the
amendment if we’re able to assure a buyer if the homestead cap is to remain.

Many of our offi ce sales these past 33 years have been to buyers who purchase 
a home to retire to in later years and the 10 percent cap does not benefi t that 
absentee owner.

The problem of absentee owners taxes exists now, as agents are unable to increase
rental rates. Is it not unfair to these owners and business owners to pay high taxes
while the double homestead in Amendment 1 allows so many mobile home and 
small condo owners to be exempt from or to pay low taxes?

We encourage you to act now by reviewing the Constitutional Amendment 
Petition Form and signing it. All Florida registered voters are eligible. Go to
www.cartonline.org.

Feel free to call me for further details or questions. The 1.35 percent cap is the 
answer for runaway taxes. The 3 percent cap and $25,000 exemption will be 
preserved, as will be all other exemptions.

Thank you for your attention.
Marie Franklin
Licensed real estate broker,
Anna Maria Realty
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

SSSSSSSEASIDE GARDENS 2BR/2BA VILLA, BAY VIEW, DOCK  $375,000

NORTH END 2BR/2BA, BAYOU, POOL, 2 DOCKS  $749,000

GULF FRONT COMPLEX, 2BR/2BA, POOL  $799,900

IMMACULATE 2-3BR/2BA HOME, GULF VIEW  $698,000

SHELL POINT CONDO, 2BR/2BA, POOL $295,000

SERVICES Continued

TREE SERVICE TRIM hedges, palm topping, shap-
ing and removal. Insured. Call Phil Brewer, 941-
545-4770. 

HAUL ANYTHING: RELOCATE cars, equipment, 
anything. Industrial, residential, commercial insured. 
Free estimates, 941-778-5910, leave message.

ISLAND COMPUTER GUY, 37-years experience. 
On-site PC repairs, upgrades, buying assistance 
and training. Call Bill, 941-778-2535.

ESP CLEANING: PROFESSIONAL cleaning team 
serving Anna Maria Island. Call Steve and Maria, 
941-345-2162.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION will care for 
your loved one. Baths, exercise, etc. 941-748-3247 
or 941-713-7380.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

SERVICES Continued

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837. 

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $45/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

LANDSCAPING Continued

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boat lift, open fl oor plan, four-car garage,workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett 941-
778-2246. #520397. $949,500

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS  Now available: several 1- 2BR units, 
bayfront, pool side and other views. Some updated. Phone for 
details. Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On site rentals. 
Priced $299,000-$469,900. 941-778-2246. 

EXQUISITE Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Designer perfect furnishings. Karen Day 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000

VILLAGE GREEN END UNIT! Corner dead-end, quiet street. 
Large rooms, great space and fl ow. Double garage with storm 
reinforced door. D model with new roof, screened, oversize lanai. 
Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray 941-778-2246. #560335. 
$205,000

MANATEE RIVER LOTS - Spectacular panoramic views with 90-foot 
frontage and over 13,000 sf each lot. Located on the south shore, 
close to downtown and I-75. Dave Moynihan  941-720-0089 
#563236 $395,000 each                                              

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar-white 
sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, see 
the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,299,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT - Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000

LONGBOAT KEY BAYFRONT Over 150-foot bay frontage on north 
end of Longboat Key with deep water.  3BR/3BA with spectacular,  
panoramic water views plus six-slip boathouse.  Well maintained, 
renovate, expand or build new.  Almost 3/4 acre of privacy!  Cathy 
C. Meldahl P.A. 941-383-5577. #368731. $2,995,000

PET FRIENDLY 55+ COMMUNITY WITH POOL, shuffl eboard and 
clubhouse. Spacious double wide plus large screened lanai on 1.5 
lots. Active community close to US41. Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett 
941-778-2246. #570266. $58,900

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT Well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan, private setting with 
new dock, paver-brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan 
941-778-2246. #564733. $549,500

1950s SINGLE FAMILY - 2BR/BA with guest 
room and bonus room! Ground-level block 
construction, peek at Gulf and sunsets. 
Beautifully maintained, room for RV, possibly 
a pool. As-is with right to inspect. Penny Bray 
941-778-2246. #568737. $489,000

OLD FLORIDA CHARM abounds here!  Neat 
cottage, lush landscaping and bay views from 
your front porch!  Beautifully decorated 1BR 
overlooks pool and Intracoastal.  Karen Day 
941-778-2246. #547983. $379,900

ANNA MARIA ISLAND  Fully furnished 
1BR/1BA condo with heated pool, covered 
parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, 
restaurants, shopping. Well maintained, new 
roof, low condo fee.  David Moynihan 941-
778-2246. #552582. $227,500

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards 
from Gulf. Beautiful street and beach access. 
Build two homes or remodel cottage and live 
in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA . Karen Day 941-778-
2246. #550000. $899,500

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450. 

HOWLE HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Tile, painting, 
kitchen and bath remodeling and additions. Lic. 
RB29003120. Contact Greg for a free estimate, 
941-538-1852.

K&C PAINTING LLC. Interior, exterior, faux. A 
woman’s touch. Kelly Meshberger. Free estimates. 
941-544-8658.

OVER THIRTY-SIX years craftsman experience. 
Interior, exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Dry-
wall painting and repairs. Driveway paint. Dan 
Michael, master carpenter. Call 941-518-3316.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374. 

RENTALS Continued

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-634-3790.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA 
with pool $1,100/month. Longboat Village home, 
all updated 2BR/1BA $2,500/month. Key Royale 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock, $1,000/week. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $950/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

TEMPORARY OR ANNUAL 2/BR modern duplex 
with porch. Block to the beach $845/month. 941-
807-5449. 

RENTALS Continued

OFFICE RENTAL: 9903 Gulf Drive has unfurnished 
multi-offi ce space for monthly or annual rental. Two 
offi ces with conference room and space for open 
desks. If interested, please, call 941-545-5670.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

SEASONAL RENTAL. 1BR/1BA March and April. 
150 feet to beach. $1,200 plus tax. 941-778-4499.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX in Anna Maria, near 
community center. Laundry hook-up in screened 
breezeway, water, sewer and trash removal included. 
$850/month. Call 941-756-8787 or 941-747-5071.

WATERFRONT DUPLEX IN Bradenton Beach. 
Two blocks to beach with dock and davits, washer, 
dryer and storage shed. $1,000/month. Call 727-
784-3679.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL rental. 2BR/1.5BA 
updated kitchen, utility room with washer and dryer. 
Covered carport with shed. First, last and security 
deposit, plus utilities. 941-779-2265. 

TWO CONDOS: ONE on the beach, 2BR/2BA one 
close by with a boat dock. 941-761-1923.

ANNUAL RENTAL: Very small studio, Longboat Key 
Village. $130/week, fi rst and last. 941-383-4856.

SEASONAL: MARCH, APRIL, May. 2BR/1BA 
duplex. Clean, furnished in Florida-style, washer-
dryer. Lovely side patio area. 410 71st St. 941-778-
0275. 10 percent senior discount.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.
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ANSWERS TO FEB. 13 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1

Here is 
Tinkerbell, 
1-year-old female 
calico, rescued 
from the streets, 
friendly, spayed/
microchipped, 
$60 adoption 
fee. Call Julie at 
Sun Coast Real 

Estate, 941-779-0202 or Manatee Humane 
Society, 941-747-8808.

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL: 1BR/1BA. Steps to the bay, $800/month, 
including utilities. Call Jenny, 941-896-7748, 941-
201-9184 cell, e-mail, cfl agg@mindspring.com.

ANNUAL: BAYFRONT, steps to beach and pool. 
2BR/1BA with new upscale bath. Pets OK. $1,050/
month. Call Jenny, 941-896-7748, 941-201-9184 
cell, e-mail cfl agg@mindspring.com.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA near beach. Utility 
room, storage, covered parking. $800/month, plus 
$800 deposit. 941-538-8200. No pets.

ANNUAL RENTAL $1,025/MONTH. You can see the 
Gulf of Mexico from the driveway, just steps to the 
beach on 73rd Street. Non-smoker in this roomy 
2BR/1BA unit. Will consider a small pet. Beautiful 
brick duplex, well maintained, with laundry room and 
peaceful lanai. Close to bus stop and Anna Maria 
trolley. Call 941-228-7293, Realty Executives.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Anna Maria, 
screened lanai, washer-dryer hookup, $890/month. 
Fran Maxon Real Estate, 941-778-2307. www.fran-
maxonrealestae.com

RETAIL/OFFICE SPACE on historic Bridge Street in 
Bradenton Beach. 770 sf. $975/month. Mike Norman 
Realty, 941-778-6696.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA, 750 sf, includes cable, 
water and trash. First, last and deposit. 949-813-
4900. Feb. 15.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, 
furnished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. 
Call 941-758-9133.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach $975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

BEAUTIFUL KEY ROYALE house. Annual rental, 
large 2BR/1BA with Florida room, two-car garage 
and dock. $1,400/month. 941-545-3511.

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE: 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage, maintenance, pool and refuse 
included. Annual $1,250/month. 941-778-9710.

AVAILABLE MARCH/APRIL 2008 Holmes Beach 
2BR/1BA ground-level duplex. Large lanai, new 
kitchen, washer-dryer, two blocks to the beach. No 
smoking $2,500/month or $1,500/two weeks. 813-
928-5378 or evergreenproperties@yahoo.com

ANNUAL: SMALL 2BR/1BA cottage needs TLC. 
$800/month. 1BR/1BA, close to beaches, $700/
month. No pets. Dolores Baker Realty, 941-778-
7500.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

ANNUAL 2BR/2BA, one-car garage plus bonus 
room. Block to beach. Cable, water included. First, 
last, security. $1,100/month. 210A W. 54th St., 
Holmes Beach. 941-713-4086.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $325,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $459,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Lynn Zemmer Broker/Owner 
941-778-8104 • www.941lending.com 

104 Bridge St. • Bradenton Beach 

Affordable
Handyman

Tim Hyland
Island Resident

941.778.5746
cell (231) 218-6600

Insured • Guaranteed work
Free Estimates
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Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F
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78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

REAL ESTATE Continued

LAKEFRONT CONDOMINIUM, fi rst-fl oor, 3BR/2BA 
with one-car attached garage.. 1,619 sf., screened 
lanai unit 6442 Hidden Lake Condominium. 
$239,900. Minutes to beach, walk to shopping. 941-
761-0807. Open noon-4pm Saturday-Sunday

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
3BA/2BA, one-car attached garage, screened lanai, 
lakefront, and minutes to beach. $309,900. Open 
noon-4 Saturday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

WATERFRONT DEALS: Palma Sola Bay 2BR 
townhouse with pool and boat dock, $230,000. 
Key Royale 3BR/2BA updated with pool, spa and 
boat dock. 10 percent down creative fi nancing at 
$799,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

LUXURY 2BR/2BA CONDO with full Gulf view and 
deeded beach. Remodeled and newly furnished. 
Amenities galore, secure complex. Reduced to 
$749,000. Call Arline Spino of RoseBay Real Estate 
at 941-232-3971 or 941-751-0582.

GULFFRONT WITH BEAUTIFUL sunsets in this 
2BR/2BA remodeled and furnished condo. Gulf 
and bay screened lanais. Reduced to $499.000. 
Call Arline Spino of Rosebay Real Estate at 941-
232-3971 or 941-751-0572.

RETIRING AND MUST sell my Riverview Boulevard 
home in Northwest Bradenton. 2,000 sf, 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage with huge family room, secluded 
pool, lanai and tropical garden area. Updated and 
well maintained. $310,000. 941-730-0100.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR per 
side. 3,500 sf. Block to beach. $419,900. 941-807-
5449.

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF Palma Sola Bay! Gor-
geous 3BR/2BA condo has granite, Italian tile and 
plantation shutters. Too many other features to list. 
Priced to sell at $449,500. Contact barbfreeman@
alltel.net or 859-264-8644.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $144,900. 2BR/2BA. 
Must Sell. New Carpet and paint. Only 10 minutes 
to beach. Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker 941-
725-4425

KEY ROYALE POOL home on end of canal with 
large boat basin. Totally updated 2BR/2BA with 
family room, marble fl oors, cherry cabinets, Corian 
countertops and Corian in master bath, Furnished 
and ready for offers! $899,000. Deborah Thrasher, 
RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-7738 or www.fl gulf-
coast.net. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

2,000 SF. FOUR-PLEX on Gulf Drive. $880,000. No 
brokers. 941-501-4199.

LOWEST PRICES EVER offered in building! Club 
Bamboo South, small effi ciency with balcony over-
looking the Gulf. Nightly rental income. Must sell, 
$299,999. Call Pete, 773-472-7440. 

AFFORDABLE SECOND HOME opportunity. Seven 
shares offered in 3BR/2BA waterfront home. Fully 
furnished, new pool and boatlift, access to deep 
water. 1.5 miles to Holmes Beach. Deeded shares 
offered for seven weeks of set usage a year. Shares 
$99,000, professionally managed, 614-296-5053.

ON THE BEACH! $399,000!! Condominium with 
boat dock both remodeled. 941-761-1923.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA 2BR/2BA, 2,254 sf, com-
pletely updated and furnished. Two-car garage. 
Beautiful condition. $269,500. 941-792-1809.

FOR SALE: Pines Trailer Park, unit 67, Midge 
Court. Remodeled in 2007. Asking $55,000. 631-
258-7722.

TRAILERS FOR SALE in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Starting at $17,000. Bayfront mobile home co-op. 
Call for a list, 866-231-2300 or 941-795-2300, 
Sandra Lee LaBarre, P.A., Realtors.

ATTENTION BOATERS: CUSTOM 3BR/2BA Key 
West-style home. Gated community in Cortez with 
deeded 40-foot boat slip and lift. $1,175,000. Lynn 
Parker, Rosebay Real Estate, 941-321-2736.

WATERFRONT OPEN HOUSE, 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 17, 865 North Shore Drive, Anna Maria. 
$1,275,000. Lynn Parker, Rosebay Real Estate, 
941-321-2736.

HOME FOR SALE: beautiful duplex on 73rd Street. 
Steps to the beach. Each unit is a 2BR/1BA and 
has newer kitchen appliances, private lanai and 
full laundry. It’s time to watch the sunset and make 
money! $565,900. Call Ernie Votaw 941-228-7293, 
Realty Executive Solutions. 

WATERFRONT ON THE Manatee River canal. Dock 
and boat davits. Beautiful view over river. 2,000 sf, 
3BR/2BA home, recently renovated. Great condi-
tion. $319,000. 941-795-1806.

71ST STREET CANAL home. 3BR/3BA, 1.5 
garage, vinyl, double-pane windows, two air condi-
tioners, split master. Boat lift and davits. Fruit trees 
and room for a pool. $729,000. 941-778-1620 or 
941-374-7250.

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

REAL ESTATE Continued

CLOSE TO BEACHES, river, Robinson Preserve 
and botanical park. This 4BR/3BA, three-car 
garage, custom Mango Park home is priced to sell 
at $499,900. Low taxes, minimal fl ood insurance 
and 3-m hurricane protection. Call owner at 941-
224-7429 to see. Recently updated and very private 
heated pool/spa and new kitchen. Open house 2 
p.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 17 at 9112 19th Drive N.W. 
Bradenton. Realtor.com virtual tour 570929.

MAGNIFICENT BAY VIEW Perico Bay Club condo, 
2BR/2BA. One-car garage. All appliances, some fur-
niture, cathedral ceiling, minutes from beach. 1191 
Edgewater Circle. 863-280-0222, sandsgoldm@aol.
com. Reduced $359,900. Make Offer!

REAL ESTATE Continued

TOWNHOME-SUNBOW BAY: 3BR/3BA, private 
pier, boat, tennis, pools and lush grounds. An abso-
lute steal at $425,000. Only serious and ready need 
call. 941-228-3489.

SEASONAL RENTAL STILL AVAILABLE!  Cute 
furnished 1BR near the beach with a pool!  Open 
February and April. $650/week. 941-720-2242.

LEASE OPTION: NORTHWEST Bradenton home 
remodeled 3BR/2BA two-car garage with family 
room. Over sized two-car garage, fenced yard, and 
no fl ood zone. $300,000. Owner/agent 941-356-
1456.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The Islander.

REAL ESTATE Continued

VILLAGE GREEN UPDATED spacious 4BR/2BA 
with caged pool and private yard, convient to beach. 
Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

REDUCED $80,000, WOODLAND Park spacious 
beauty. 5BR/3BA home with high ceilings. Two-year new 
heated caged pool, minutes to Gulf beaches. $619,000 
or best offer. Real Estate  Mart. 941-756-1090.

100 STEPS TO BEACH. Low price 2BR/1BA condo, 
furnished. $249,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

KEY ROYALE WATERFRONT home. Remodeled 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock. $799,000. Easy 
in, if you can make payments. Owner/agent 941-
356-1456.

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992 
WWW.ISLANDER .ORG

TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !TOURISTS MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU !

Issssssland  visitors. More circulation weekly than the dailies on 
AMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on AAAAAAAAMI, greater readership than any publication circulating on 
AMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of AAAAAAAAMI, and  a  reputation for success! More than 14 years of 
service to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The sssssservice to the Island and readers are still fl ocking to The 
Islander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and Isssssslander.  Call for winter marketing tips, special deals and 
the “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, ttttthe “best news on Anna Maria Island” … 941-778-7978, 

DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our DDDDDDDDon’t miss out on your opportunity to market to our 
l d i i M i l i kl h h d iliI l d i i M i l i kl h h d ili

HELP ’EM OUT! HELP ’EM OUT! 

THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992THE “BEST NEWS” SINCE 1992
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

306 S. Gulf Drive
Duplex zoned C2, large L-shaped lot, 
110-feet of beach frontage. Build new 
or one fabulous beachfront home.  
Excellent rental history.  

$1,790,000

113 S. Third Street 
Location! 1/2 block to Gulf or bay 
and one block to historic Bridge 
Street.  Open plan 3BR/2.5BA with 
shop.  

$799,000

5616 Gulf Dr 
Gulffront 3BR/2BA condo in 
desirable Gulf Shores.  Wonderfully 
maintained and good rental.  Great 
views! 

$779,000

Builder Says Sell!
New and 300 feet from Gulf beaches are these adorable and beautifully done  cottages. Furnished in a seaside 
theme with built-ins, Spanish tile and roof-top patios.  

Call for new pricing!

12410 Baypointe Terrace  
Harbor Landings Estates, gated 
community. Deep water in a pro-
tected harbour, extra large boat slip. 
Luxury community.  Luxury home.

$1,495,000

HUGE PRICE REDUCTIONS

244 South Harbor
Stunning bay views! 2BR/3BA 
with dock and lift. Open plan with 
fireplace and private sundeck over-
looking the bay.

 $749,000

 

2500 Gulf Drive 
$300,000 Price Reduction! Buyer 
Choice. 2 Gulf front homes. Luxury 
finishes. Excellent views!

$1,199,000

BUYER’S CHOICE

REAL ESTATE Continued

GULFFRONT CONDO, Holmes Beach 1-2BR totally 
remodeled, stainless-steel appliances. Two pools, 
carport, fabulous beach, Tommy Bahama furnished. 
$299,900. 616-540-4343.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

STUCK IN FLORIDA? Can’t sell what you own? Trade 
your property for one of our lakefront homes or lots 
in the mountains of North Georgia or western North 
Carolina. Call Darin at Bender Realty, 800-311-1340. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN homesites from 
$59,900, minutes to Asheville, N.C. Enjoy sweeping 
mountain vistas, a mile of riverfront, walking/fi tness 
trails and more. Amenities include gated entrance, 
lodge and riverside barbecue. Excellent fi nancing 
available. Call for more info or to schedule tour. 877-
890-5253, ext. 3484, www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com. 
Offer void where prohibited by law.

4.14 ACRES $44,900, with deep, dockable water. 
Huge winter savings on gorgeous wooded acreage. 
Boat directly to the Gulf of Mexico! Must see! Excel-
lent fi nancing. Call about “no closing costs” special. 
800-564-5092, ext. 954.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

ASHEVILLE, N. C., land bargains up to 30 percent 
below appraisal. www.seeriverhighlandsnc.com.

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org, where 
you can read Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon on 
Tuesday.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

941 778-0455
9906 Gulf Drive

 www.greenreal.com

Call Maureen Dahms at 941 778-0542.

Watch the twinkling lights of Tampa Bay and the City Pier 
from this North Anna Maria family beach house. Beautiful 
private pool and lush gardens surround this 4 bed/3 bath 
bright and airy home.  Open House Sunday, February 17th 
from noon till 3. $890K.

Open House
12-3 • Sun • Feb 17
160 Crescent Drive

Anna Maria

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 
people weekly with your ad –for as little as $20!
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