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Skimming the news … Please, remember to vote Tuesday, Jan. 29.

Bridge rehab project 
expected to begin 
quietly on Monday

  The $9.14 million, 400-day Florida Department 
of Transportation’s rehabilitation of the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge on State Road 64 is expected to get off 
the ground Monday, Feb. 4, with little fanfare.
  A more signifi cant date is Sept. 29 — and the 45 
days thereafter.
  Sept. 29 is the date set by the DOT and contractor 
Quinn Construction Co. Inc. of Palmetto to close the 
bridge to vehicular traffi c for 45 days while electrical 
and other repairs are made to the aging bascule and 
structure. The DOT said this phase of the project is 
expected to end Nov. 13.
  Should completion of that work be delayed, how-
ever, it could mean the bridge will be closed during the 
traditionally busy Thanksgiving holiday and put the 
bridge close to the start of the winter tourist season. 
DOT offi cials have indicated they might temporarily 
allow vehicular traffi c during the Thanksgiving holiday 
if repairs are not completed in time.
  For the latest information about the project, the 
DOT has a Web site at www.amibridgerehab.com. The 
site has a link for members of the public to submit com-
ments to the DOT.

Top DOT offi cial surveys Anna Maria Island Bridge
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter 
 Florida Department of Transportation Secretary 
Stephanie Kopelousos vowed to see the local vision 
as the state proceeds with a study for a new bridge to 
Anna Maria Island.
 Kopelousos toured the northernmost Anna Maria 
Island drawbridge Jan. 25 with Florida state Rep. Bill 
Galvano, R-Bradenton, and a number of transportation 
offi cials. During the brief walk, she said the DOT has 

not predetermined what type of new bridge to build to 
the Island, nor the location.
 “Part of what we do is build consensus,” Kopelou-
sos said. “The locals have a vision of what they want 
and a study will allow public input. That’s why we will 
do the study, to get it right.”
 The secretary also vowed to keep watch over the 
$9.14 million rehabilitation of the bridge on Manatee 
Avenue linking Anna Maria and Perico islands. The 
bridge is one of three from the island, the other two 

being the Cortez Bridge from Bradenton Beach to 
Cortez and the Longboat Key span at the south end of 
the Island. The AMI rehab will begin Feb. 4 under the 
direction of the DOT and under contract with Quinn 
Construction of Palmetto.
 The rehabilitation work will require a 45-day shut-
down of the bridge that is scheduled to begin Sept. 29.
 The shutdown initially was to be 75 days starting 
in April, but protests from the county administration 
building in Bradenton to Island city halls, churches, 
restaurants and residences pushed the DOT to recon-
sider and renegotiate the contract.
 Stanley Cann, secretary of the DOT District 1, again 
apologized for a failure to work with the public earlier 
on the bridge repairs during an invitation-only luncheon 
Jan. 25 with Galvano, Kopelousos and a number of 
elected offi cials and civic leaders at the Mangrove Grill 
in Palmetto.
 “That was dumb,” Cann said of the 75-day announce-
ment made without consulting Islanders or local offi cials 
on the schedule. “We need to have much better com-
munication with the community. And believe me, the 
people in my district are very sensitive now. It’s been a 
tough situation, but it’s been a good experience.”
 The luncheon followed the secretary’s tour of trans-
portation project zones in Galvano’s district, including 
the Mount Vernon Drive intersection on Cortez Road 
and the AMI drawbridge on State Road 64.
 The rehab will extend the life of the bridge 10-15 
years and involves repair of the concrete deck, railing, 
beams, piles, seawalls and bascule; removal of PCB-
contaminated pier concrete, resurfacing of the deck, 
repair of the bascule span steel, rebalancing the span, 
cleaning and painting steel, removing lead, recondition-
ing the drive machinery and replacement of the electri-
cal system.
 The 30-minute bridge walk began at about 11 a.m. 
on the northeast side of the span. Kopelousos and Gal-
vano walked side by side, with the lawmaker explaining 
concerns and interests and the secretary asking ques-
tions and offering reassurances.
 “I’m very familiar with this,” Kopelousos said of 
the bridge project and the Island locale, adding that she 

Florida state Rep. Bill Galvano, left, Florida Department of Transportation District 1 Secretary Stanley Cann 
and DOT Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos begin a tour of the Anna Maria Island Bridge. On Feb. 4, a major 
400-day rehab of the bridge begins. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Holmes Beach 
man dies after 

motorcycle crash
 Mike Cagnina of Holmes Beach was in the motor-
cycle repair business before injuries he received in a 
crash while riding a motorcycle Jan. 24 in Holmes Beach 
resulted in his death two days later.
 Cagnina, 23, was riding a motorcycle when he 
apparently lost control of the vehicle in the 5300 block 
of Gulf Drive late Thursday evening. He was thrown 
from the bike, according to Holmes Beach Police Lt. 
Dale Stephenson, and taken by helicopter to Bayfront 
Medical Center in St. Petersburg.
  He did not regain consciousness and died two days 
later on Saturday. 

 Cagnina was a Mana-
tee County native, according 
to his father, John Cagnina. 
He was a Manatee High 
School graduate, grew up on 
the Island, and was a gradu-
ate and certifi ed motorcycle 
mechanic of the Ameri-
can Motorcycle Institute in 
Ormand Beach, Fla., and also 
worked in construction.

 “He had a way to make people 
laugh,” said his father. 
 “He had an effervescent personality. Michael was 

County calls on 
Anna Maria to back 

renourishment
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
  If the planned state/county/federal beach renourish-
ment project on Anna Maria Island slated to begin in 
2011-12 is anything like the 2002 project, expect plenty 
of sparks and verbal exchanges between government 
offi cials and Islanders who oppose the plan.
 Expect such particularly in Anna Maria, where 
renourishment efforts in the past have had some stormy 
waters to navigate.
  In 2002, a county-run project didn’t get enough of 
the required easements from Anna Maria residents to 
meet federal guidelines for funding and that portion of 
the project — just .6 mile — had to be paid for with 
county resort-tax dollars and some state funds.
 In addition, the question of enough beach-access 
parking spaces raised the ire of a number of residents 
who said more parking would only add more day time 
visitors to the residential city.
  Alas, the 2011-12 effort already is off to a poten-
tially poor start in Anna Maria.
  County commissioners at their Jan. 22 meeting 
suggested that Anna Maria needed to do more to get 
the easements and parking spaces the federal govern-
ment requires for its fi nancial aid before the county will 
spend its money for renourishment in the city.

PLEASE SEE BEACH, NEXT PAGE

PLEASE SEE BRIDGE, PAGE 3

PLEASE SEE CRASH, NEXT PAGE

John Michael Cagnina
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An aerial map supplied 
by Manatee County 

indicates the areas in 
Anna Maria where 

public parking spaces 
may count towards 

federal eligibility and 
funds for the planned 

2011-12 beach renour-
ishment effort. The 

beaches that will be 
renourished are along 

North Shore Drive and 
Bean Point, county 
offi cials have said. 

Islander Image: Cour-
tesy Manatee County

  County Commissioner Carol Whitmore said she 
could not support paying the county’s portion of the 
$7.5 million to renourish Anna Maria’s beaches with 
only “bed tax” dollars and no federal aid — as was the 
case in 2002 — if Anna Maria city offi cials don’t get 
the necessary easement and parking requirements.
 “Unless your commission and public agree on 
appropriate parking spaces for beach renourishment, I 
can’t support spending only county money” for the proj-
ect, Whitmore told Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford.
 Barford told city commissioners at their Jan. 22 
meeting that she was informed by the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection that the city is short 
38 to 40 parking spaces of the federal requirements.
  Barford, however, confi dently advised commissioners 
“not to worry,” that she and public works director George 
McKay can fi nd the required parking spaces. In any event, 
she said, the DEP is coming back to Anna Maria and will 
inspect each parking space with city offi cials.
  While the city met the 2002 parking requirement, 
this renourishment will be in different beach areas and 
will renourish about 1.5 miles of beach compared to the 

Beach plans offered
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cortezians, friends: 
Come clean house

 Cortez wants a clean house for its visitors to the 
Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival, so volunteers are 
needed to spruce up the historic village. 
 Stuff accumulates in the best of families, and 
Cortez is not an exception. Calvin Bell has cleaned up 
the shoreside area at Fulford Fish House, but more help 
is needed prior to the fi shing festival.
 Volunteers should call Roger Allen of the Florida 
Maritime Museum at 708-6121.

Holmes Beach crash
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
a free spirit, but as he got older, he was becoming more 
mature.”
 Visitation will be from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 1, at Shannon Funeral Home Westview Chapel, 
5610 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. The funeral service 
will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 2, in the sanctuary of 
Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria. A reception will follow the Roser service 
in the church fellowship hall. Shannon Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrangements. 
 The family requested that in lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions be made to a special fund established with the 
Manatee Education Foundation, P.O. Box 9069, Bra-
denton FL 34206, with a notation “for Mike Cagnina.” 
Those funds will then be designated to help with the 
special needs of youths with dyslexia. 
 He is survived by parents John and Carol Cagnina 
of Holmes Beach; two aunts, Dottie Surette of Largo, 
Fla., and Carmen Shea of St. Petersburg, Fla.; and “hun-
dreds of cousins” and numerous close family members, 
according to his father. 
 Online condolences may be shared with the family 
at www.shannon funeralhomes.com.

prior project’s .6 mile, said Manatee County ecosystems 
director Charlie Hunsicker.
  The current proposal for beach renourishment in 
Anna Maria calls for areas off North Shore Drive and 
Bean Point to be renourished, extending around Bean 
Point to several hundred yards north of the Rod & Reel 
Pier, near the Jacaranda-North Bay Boulevard intersec-
tion, Hunsicker said.
  Although still three to four years away, planning for 
renourishment projects is extensive, Hunsicker added.
 Hunsicker, along with marine engineers from 
Coastal Planning and Engineering of Boca Raton, will 
hold a work session with Anna Maria residents at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 12. 
Whitmore said she would also attend.
  Hunsicker cautioned that this is the initial meeting 
for beach renourishment and there are still many ele-
ments of the proposal that have to be brought together 
during the next three to four years.
  Under a separate renourishment plan and funding 
cycle, the .6 mile portion of the beach near the Sandbar 
Restaurant will be renourished starting in November.
  Anna Maria Island underwent an “emergency” 
renourishment in 2005 following some major erosion 
resulting from several hurricanes passing through the 

Gulf of Mexico in the prior year’s storm cycle.
  That project was never completed as the contractor, 
Goodloe Marine of Apollo Beach, failed to fi nish the 
renourishment by the expiration of the permit. 
  Beach areas to be renourished include an area 
adjacent to the Sandbar and from 12th Street North in 
Bradenton Beach south to Coquina Beach. 
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Meetings

visits family in the area.
 Galvano stepped to the middle of the bridge. Below a 
small boat passed, leaving a froth of white, and behind Gal-
vano cars rolled past, most of them going 50-plus mph.
 “This is where it gets really bad, right here,” Gal-
vano told Kopelousos, tapping his foot on the steel grat-
ing. 
 There was rust on the grate and the concrete looked 
rough. Some feet ahead of them the concrete was a 
lighter shade — a repair following a fatal accident on 
the bridge last May.
 “Also, there is certainly a deterioration that you 
don’t see from here,” said the DOT’s Pepe Garcia.
 “What will be the timeline?” Kopelousos asked of 
the rehab.
 “It starts next month and it’s a 400-day project,” 
Cann said.
 Within that period, he reminded the secretary, is 
the 45-day shutdown. “In the closure part, we just can’t 
have traffi c,” he said. “We’ll get it done faster if we 
don’t have traffi c.”
 Galvano acknowledged that the bridge, which 
carries about 17,000 cars a day, will be closed to traf-
fi c, forcing a detour to the 50-year-old Cortez Bridge, 
which already carries some 13,000 vehicles daily. 
But Galvano continued last week to quietly encour-

Anna Maria City
Jan. 30, 6 p.m., charter review committee meeting
Feb. 5, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Feb. 6, 6:30 p.m., transportation enhancement grant 
committee meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Feb. 5, 2 p.m., city commission work meeting.
Feb. 7, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Feb. 7, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org 

DOT bridge tour
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

age the shutdown to take place two weeks earlier than 
the Sept. 29 target date to provide the contractor with 
more cushion to complete the work before the winter 
tourist season.
 He also continued to discuss with DOT offi cials 
at least one new bridge to the Island, which could cost 
some $60 million for a fi xed span or $75 million for 
a bascule bridge. Galvano said he is “earnest” about a 
replacement bridge.
 “We need to get that bridge replaced,” Kopelousos 
agreed. “More and more you see we have aging infra-
structure.”
 A project development study for a new Island 
bridge is under way.
 “We have kicked it off, the study to eventually 
replace that bridge,” said Cann, adding that the DOT 
has condensed the study period from 18 months to 12 
months. “We got a lot of information the last time,” he 
noted, adding that the Cortez Bridge will also need to 
be addressed in the near future.
 He also noted that last time around, the DOT got a 
lot of opposition to the high, fi xed-span bridge it pro-
posed. This time, he said, the proposal will be built by 
consensus. 
 “What we want at the end of the study is commu-
nity consensus on what a new bridge will look like,” 
Cann said.
 “A lot of public input is important,” Kopelousos 
added.
 Galvano said his invitation for Kopelousos to tour 
the area was part of an effort to bring the leadership 
in Tallahassee to districts to see fi rst-hand citizens’ 
needs.
 “Under Gov. (Charlie) Crist, all the agency heads 
are encouraged to be hands on with the issues we have,” 
he said.
 In the upcoming legislative session, transportation 
will be the top priority, Galvano said. “We’re looking 
at the big picture instead of Band-Aids,” referring to 
funding concerns.”
 Kopelousos also stressed money concerns, encour-
aging support for public-private partnerships in new 
transportation projects and less reliance on gas-tax 
revenues.

Key Royale property owner charged 
for illegal dredging 

By Paul Roat
 A local man has been charged by state environmen-
tal regulators with illegally dredging bayfront property 
fronting his Key Royale home.
 According to Lt. Jim Ramer of the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, Daniel Vincent 
Sack, 50, of 643 Key Royale Drive, Holmes Beach, was 
charged with “failure to obtain permit” on a dredge-
and-fill issue on his property fronting Anna Maria 
Sound. It is a misdemeanor  charge punishable by up 
to six months in jail or up to a $10,000 fi ne.
 According to the DEP report, Holmes Beach was in 
the process of performing a maintenance dredging with 
contractor MillMac Corp. under a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers permit, as well as a DEP permit, when “Sack 
contacted MillMac Corp. and requested they dredge 
around his dock to allow him to have access to an exist-

ing channel,” according to DEP records. 
 “The area was dredged and a new channel connected 
to the existing channel,” according to the report.
 The seven-month-long investigation concluded that 
the dredging “was not covered under the maintenance 
dredging permit issued to the city of Holmes Beach 
and such actions would have required Sack to obtain a 
permit from the DEP.”
 DEP’s public information offi cer Pamela Vazquez 
said that the charge is “in the state attorney’s hands 
now.” She said that Sack was issued a notice to appear 
Feb. 26 in Manatee County court on the arrest war-
rant.
 Asked why the incident took seven months to 
investigate, she said that “during an investigation such 
as this, we want to make sure that we get all our T’s 
crossed and our I’s dotted.”

Status hearing 
set in Normand 
shooting case

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 An early trial date of April 7 was set for Mark 
W. Koenigs, the man accused of shooting an 
Island businesswoman minutes after she opened 
her store.
 Koenigs, 54, faces multiple charges in con-
nection with the shooting of Island Mail & More 
owner Sue Normand.
 A Bradenton Beach property owner and 
sometime resident, Koenigs has pleaded not 
guilty to charges associated with the shooting: 

one count of fi rst-degree 
aggravated battery with 
a fi rearm, three counts of 
first-degree aggravated 
assault on law enforce-
ment with a firearm and 
one count of third-degree 
aggravated assault with a 
fi rearm.
 Koenigs was arrested on 

Dec. 5., 2007, on the Gulf shore in Bradenton 
Beach after a confrontation with law enforcement 
offi cers.
 Police were searching for a man named 
“Mark” who had walked into Island Mail & More 
at about 10 a.m., removed a gun from a box and 
shot Normand, who spent several weeks in the 
hospital before coming back to the Island. While 
still recuperating, she is expected to move from 
temporary lodging back to her elevated Holmes 
Beach home Feb. 1. But she is not expected to be 
able to walk for at least six months.
 The morning of the shooting, Koenigs was 
seen from a Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce heli-
copter and approached by police on the beach. 
He was shot just before his arrest after allegedly 
aiming a gun at two sheriff’s deputies.
 Koenigs has refused to talk with investiga-
tors about the case. Any motive in the shooting 
remains a mystery to law enforcement and Nor-
mand. 
 A docket sounding, which is a status review of 
the case, will take place at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 26, at the Manatee County Courthouse in 
Bradenton.
 If the defense and prosecution are ready, 
Koenigs, represented by public defender Peter 
Belmont, could stand trial as early as Monday, 
April 7.
 That, however, seems unlikely. Many trial 
dates are pushed back at the courthouse for vari-
ous reasons and numerous docket soundings can 
occur before the case goes before a jury.
 In the Koenigs case, there are still witness 
lists and statements, expert reports, discovery 
depositions and other documents to be fi led with 
the court.

Koenigs

State environmental regulators claim a channel from a Key Royale house (third from left with boat on lift) to 
the bay was illegally dredged. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

Bridge-tender Bob Nappi, right, shows Florida 
Department of Transportation Secretary Stephanie 
Kopelousos and Florida state Rep. Bill Galvano his 
station on the Anna Maria Island Bridge.
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Insurance: Island high-rise faces high premiums

Jack Morse, a retired science teacher and the presi-
dent of the Martinique North condo board, worries 
about insurance costs next year when the rate freeze 
ends and as Citizens looks more closely at big multi-
million dollar buildings. Meantime, he just signed a 
check for $19,400 for fl ood insurance for the com-
plex. Islander Photo by Molly McCartney

By Molly McCartney 
Islander Reporter

 Wind insurance for the Island’s tallest condomin-
ium complex — the seven-story Martinique North — 
cost $9,874 for 2005. 
 Then came 2007. Whamo. $33,259.
 Jack Morse, the retired science teacher who now 
serves as board president for Martinique North said, 
“They’re killing us.”
 The sudden leap in premium for Martinique North 
caught the 61 unit owners and their condo board by 
surprise. They had to move quickly to pay the bill from 
Citizens Property Insurance Corporation, the state’s 
insurer of last resort. It was a struggle to meet the pay-
ment deadline, but they made it.
 In the process, they came face to face with the pain-
ful realities of the Florida insurance market, its soaring 
premiums and limited availability. And although the 
market appears to have improved in some respects, 
prices continue to hover at near record levels.
 And now there is a new threat on the horizon as 
Citizens begins a closer scrutiny of big multi-million 
dollar residential condominium properties.
 Right now the Martinique North wind rates are 
frozen, thanks to the insurance reform law passed last 
year. But the freeze ends in January 2009 and it isn’t 
clear what will happen to rates in the thaw.
 Morse is concerned that the next appraisal of the 
two Martinique buildings could push one of them over 
the $10 million mark, landing his condo in a contro-
versial new category of what Citizens calls the A-Rate 
properties. Citizens reviews, rates and renews insurance 
for such condos on an individual risk basis. 
 Established by Citizens about 18 months ago, the 
A-Rate risks are “not subject to Citizens’ fi led and 
approved rates,” according to Citizens representative 
Christine Turner. This appears to mean that it is up to 
Citizens to determine what to charge these properties 
for insurance, rather than to apply the standard rates 
that have been reviewed and approved by the Florida 
Offi ce of Insurance Regulation. 
 Nor are the A-Rate condos protected by the statu-
tory rate freeze for other residential condominiums in 
effect through the end of this year.
 “Some large commercial residential insureds with 
over $10 million in structural value have recently 
received renewal notices that reflect premium 
increases,” Citizens said in a statement. The statement 
said that the premium increases for the A-Rate proper-
ties may refl ect some changes that Citizens imposed 
earlier this year in “rating rules and credits applicable 
to individually rated risks.”
 Citizens has not responded to The Islander’s ques-
tions about the price increases for A-Rate properties.
 But Sarasota insurance agent Tom Danson told The 
Islander that one A-Rate condominium in the Naples 
area has recently received a renewal notice from Citi-
zens with a 31 percent premium increase. 
 “They were dumbfounded,” Danson said. He 
declined to identify the condominium, but said he was 
trying to get more information about the A-Rate issue, 
which has fl ared up in recent days as agents question the 
methods of Citizens’ renewals and premium increases 
for these properties.
 Citizens now provides wind insurance for an esti-
mated 27,000 condominium communities in Florida, a 
spokesperson said. About 410 have been identifi ed by 
Citizens as A-Rate properties, the spokesperson indi-
cated, and are subject to individual review and what-
ever rate Citizens decides is appropriate for the risk.
 The Martinique North, which is now very close to 
becoming an A-Rate condo, was appraised in Novem-
ber. The larger of its two buildings now has a replace-
ment value of $9.2 million, Morse said.
 Located at 5300 Gulf Drive, the Martinique North 
structures are among the largest and best known on the 
beach. The Martinique North is adjacent to the Marti-
nique South condominium, which has its own condo 
association. The units in both complexes are prized for 
their birds-eye views of the Gulf.
 Controversy over the high-rise Martinique con-
struction in the early 1970s triggered a citizen revolt 
and a mandate prohibiting any future high-rise build-
ings on Anna Maria Island. 
 Today, these two condo communities are among 
the most expensive to insure on the Island.
 The 2008 wind premium for Martinique North is 
$30,778, a slight reduction that resulted from mitigation 

The Marti-
nique North 
complex is 
one of two 
high-rise 
structures 
on the 
beach and 
also one of 
the most 
expensive 
to insure. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Molly 
McCartney

credits that the condo earned for installing new roofs 
and enclosing exterior stairways with hurricane glass. 
But that decrease doesn’t begin to make up for the big 
jump in price for the 2007 coverage, Morse said.
 And what really riles him is the contradiction that 
he sees between the promise by state offi cials to provide 
insurance relief and the reality of the premiums that his 
condo still pays.
 The Legislature and the governor predicted a 
decrease of 25 percent in the cost of insurance, he said, 
“But that’s a joke.” 
 The wind coverage for the Martinique North is 
about the same as last year, he said, after taking the 
mitigation credit into account. 
 “How stupid do they think we are?” he 
demanded.
 And now, he said, there are new worries about what 
will happen to condo premiums when the freeze ends in 
January 2009 and when the Martinique attains A-Rate 
status with Citizens.
 “We just don’t know what’s going to happen to our 
premiums,” he said.
 The wind insurance is one of nine different insur-
ance policies for Martinique North. The other policies 
include protection against fl ood, fi re, liability, worker’s 
comp and other risks.
 “Right now we budget $82,000 to pay for all our 
insurance,” Morse said. 
 As he was explaining the cost of insurance, an 
assistant arrived with checks for him to sign. One of 
them was a check for $19,400 to pay for fl ood insur-
ance.
 Morse said the big premium jump for 2007 wind 
coverage had his condominium board scrambling to 
pay the bill.
 “How can you budget for a 200 percent increase 
that can be due in 30 days? You can’t. You have to go 
to the bank and borrow the money. Then you have to 
have a board meeting to approve a process for a special 
assessment to collect the money from all the owners. 
Then you have to notify unit owners of the proposal and 
they have to vote. You can’t do all that in 30 days.”
 Morse said that the association also has had to 
struggle to comply with the Citizens requirement for 
advance payments for the full year of coverage. “In the 
past, you had to come up with all the money at once,” 
he said.
 Under a new system now in place, Citizens will 
allow policyholders to make quarterly payments. But 
this option can cost more than a bank loan because of 
the additional fees associated with the payment plan. 
 Morse said that “800 people a day are leaving Flor-
ida” because of the high cost of property insurance, 
along with higher taxes. “As a result, we have very few 
buyers here,” he said.
 The current tax law is as discriminatory as insur-
ance, he said. 
 Looking at a residence that had a value of $552,444 
in 1992, he said that the property tax today for that 
residence would be $2,217 for a Florida owner with a 
homestead exemption and the annual 3 percent cap on 
increases. But the tax on the same residence would be 
$9,919.10 — nearly fi ve times as much — for a non-
Florida resident without those exemptions or protec-
tions.

 “This just isn’t fair,” Morse said.
 He is particularly concerned about the problem that 
younger people face when trying to buy into the hous-
ing market in Florida, given the tax inequities and the 
insurance crisis.
 “I’m from Taxachusetts,” Morse said. “And they 
have nothing on Florida. Here they nickel and dime you 
to death. It really is cheaper to live in Taxachusetts than 
here.”

GSR objects to 
undocumented claims
 Bankrupt GSR Development LLC has filed a 
number of objections to unsecured claims with the 
federal bankruptcy court in Tampa, including those of 
Islanders Mel and Carol Yudofsky and the city of Bra-
denton Beach.
 Attorney Susan Sharp, representing GSR, also 
objected to the claims of west Bradenton residents Fred 
and Phyllis Fechner and Bruce and Carole Douglas.
 The total amount of unsecured claims by the four 
parties is estimated at $1 million.
 Sharp also contested a number of unsecured claims 
submitted by companies that are creditors of GSR, 
including America’s Servicing Inc., Atkins Engineer-
ing and Valentine’s Classic Tile & Marble.
 U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge K. Rodney May has 
yet to set a date to hear Sharp’s motions.
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Monthly Arts and Crafts Show
8am-4pm • Sat. & Sun. • Feb. 2&3

Gigantic Orchid Sale
antiques • produce • portrait artist
Wine tasting 11am-2pm Saturday

Vendor Space available! Call the market, 383-7180. Many new vendors

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce 
Deli Sandwiches • Butcher 

Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the bridge – just one mile 
south of Coquina Beach!

Simply the best!Simply the best!
Your neighborhood market Your neighborhood market 

Longboat Key Liquors &  Cocktail Lounge 
Package Store Open 7 Days • 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat. 

Watch the Super Bowl on our BIG SCREEN!
Live music Wed.-Sat. in the lounge starting at 7pm.

This week Jan 30 - Feb 2
Wed: Leet Char • Thurs: Ralph Shannon
Fri: Patsy & Magella • Sat: Island Swing

Wine tastings coming soon!
Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key • 383-4888

Special Benefi t Jewelry Show Tuesday, Feb. 5, 5-7pm at the 
Longboat Key Cocktail Lounge to support the Center for 
Great Apes. Come shop for jewelry, enjoy free appetizers 
and happy hour drink prices.
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Whitney Beach Plaza • 6810 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key • 941.383.7180 • themarketlbk.com
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Your Super Bowl Headquarters! 
Party Platters • Wings • Shrimp • Subs & Wraps • Ribs 

Delicato Party Wine – all varieties only $9.99! 

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Voter turnout expected to be high Jan. 29
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Islanders were to share their presidential prefer-
ences Jan. 29.
 The state was to hold an early presidential primary 
Tuesday, which included balloting for the Democratic 
and Republican candidates for president, as well as a 
referendum on property tax reform.
 Florida’s Republican primary ballot included Ron 
Paul, Mitt Romney, Mike Huckabee, John McCain, 
Rudy Giuliani, Duncan Hunter, Alan Keyes, Tom Tan-
credo and Fred Thompson. 
 The state’s Democratic primary ballot included 
John Edwards, Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, Joseph 

R. Biden, Jr., Christopher J. Dodd, Mike Gravel, Dennis 
J. Kucinich and William “Bill” Richardson.
 Polling was to begin at 7 a.m. Tuesday, after The 
Islander’s press time, and end at 7 p.m. Early voting 
across the state was expected to set a record this election 
cycle, suggesting high voter interest in the primary.
 In Anna Maria City, the election day approached 
with 1,427 people registered to vote, including 441 
Democrats and 660 Republicans. Voting was to take 
place at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive.
 In Bradenton Beach, 818 people were eligible to 
vote in this week’s primary, including 279 Democrats 
and 296 Republicans. Voting was to take place at the 
Tingley Memorial Library, 111 Second St. N.

 In Holmes Beach, registered voters were assigned to 
cast ballots at either precinct 92 at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, or precinct 93 at St. Ber-
nard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive. Manatee 
County Supervisor of Elections Offi ce reported 1,607 
people registered in precinct 92, including 449 Demo-
crats and 807 Republicans. In precinct 93, there were 
1,666 registered voters, including 485 Democrats and 
710 Republicans.
 Manatee County’s registered voters include 85,428 
Republicans and 63,156 Democrats.
 Read The Islander’s election coverage, pick up the 
Feb. 6 edition of the newspaper and online at www.
islander.org.

Primary fever
With about 72 hours 
to go before Florida’s 
presidential prefer-
ence primary, former 
New York City Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani seeks 
support — and fi nds 
it – at the Columbia 
Restaurant on St. 
Armands Circle Jan. 
26. Hundreds gath-
ered to cheer for the 
Republican candidate. 
The primary was to 
take place Tuesday, 
Jan. 29. For election 
results, go to www.
islander.org or
pick up the Feb. 6 
edition of The 
Islander.

John Monetti, general manager of the Columbia 
Restaurant on St. Armands Circle, awaits Republican 
candidate Rudy Giuliani. The Holmes Beach city 
commissioner welcomed the former New York City 
mayor in one of the fi nal days of campaigning for the 
state primary. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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SLICK ‘Everyone has their priorities.’ By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

Kudos!
 The good news is that thanks to some concerned 
merchants in Bradenton Beach, the idea of the trolley 
trundling up and down Bridge Street looks like it will 
fi nely come to fruition. 
 Some turning concerns for the Manatee County 
Area Transit and its Manatee Trolley are being resolved. 
Apparently, the new sidewalk that was just completed 
by the city will need to be done again, not a very good 
use of our tax dollars, and some trees will need trim-
ming. 
 I think the city’s contribution to this improved ser-
vice — which will certainly relieve some parking woes 
at the city pier — should be to repair and provide appro-
priate new lighting on Bridge Street and Gulf Drive. It 
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How about those old pines?
 In response to The Islander article in the Jan. 23 
edition by Paul Roat: Some say the Austrialian pine tree 
is “not native.” But if you look at the pines at Coquina 
Park and see their girth, they must be 100 years old. 
 What is “native?”
 Ruth S. Burkhead, Holmes Beach

Super primary?
 In the “landslide,” “slim margin,” “overwhelming” 
and narrow or big “fl ip-fl op” wins that have preceeded 
the Florida presidential primary this week, the roller-
coaster ride for candidates will be no greater victory or 
painful loss than the Super Bowl game next Sunday.
 The score likely won’t be as critical in the big 
football game as it is in the state voting. After all, lots 
is at stake.
 The Republicans and Democrats are sure to fi ght 
it out to the end, which won’t come until November, 
and between now and then, we have only commercials 
and advertisements and boasting and slamming to look 
forward to. Were it only over with Tuesday’s vote.
 Likewise, it won’t be over for taxes and insurance 
increases, despite the outcome of Amendment 1. The 
economy won’t let it end. If only it were so simple as 
a sales tax — a tax for everyone.
 One thing’s for certain, since meeting the “head 
honcho” (or is that more correctly honchette?) of the 
Florida Department of Transportation and the District 
1 secretary and sharing the breeze with them atop the 
bascule of the Anna Maria Island Bridge with some 
DOT staff and state Rep. Bill Galvano, we are heading 
at full speed toward a new bridge to link our Island to 
the mainland.
 Throw taxes aside and funding problems into the 
wind, the study has begun in earnest for a replacement 
bridge at Manatee Avenue. The legislator and the DOT 
seem determined to see this job done expeditiously.
 And they vow the process will be vastly different 
from the last bridge study. This time around, they will 
take the concerns of their constituents into consideration, 
looking at all the options and listening to all opinions.
 They’ll be looking at lessening environmental 
impacts both in construction and by mitigation. They’ll 
consider a similar drawbridge, a taller drawbridge and 
a fi xed-span bridge. They vow to look at all the options 
with open minds and to be open to the concerns of 
Islanders.
 And, not surprisingly, they will also look at what 
must be done for the Cortez Bridge — same aging 
bascule and span as the Anna Maria Island Bridge — 
as the process moves forward.
 For an Island of folks who reluctantly accept 
change, this will be a time of changing. But progress 
seldom comes without change and time can’t stand 
still — as much as we may wish it to be so.
 But we can have a new bridge and maintain our 
quiet ambiance, the cottage-style charm, old Florida 
style and gentle ways of Anna Maria Island.
 We just have to suffer through a renovation proj-
ect, keep open minds and remember, nothing stays the 
same forever.
 Go Packers. Er, sorry. Go team.

is too dark for pedestrians.
 The lights have been off for almost three years, but 
I have recently been enlightened that the present street 
lights are only decorative and are not intended to be for 
safety. 
 So when will we have a walkable community at 
night?
 Tjet Martin, Bradenton Beach

 And just in case you read this before the polls 
close, go vote.

More kudos
 Many thanks and praise go to Anna Maria Elemen-
tary School principal Tom Levengood and Holmes 
Beach Police Chief Jay Romine for their persistence in 
funding and fi nding a great offi cer for the Drug Aware-
ness and Resistance Education program at the school.
 You know when a fi fth-grader asks “What is mari-
juana?” that his program is needed.
 Offi cer Brian Copeman is already providing sup-
port at the school and it appears he has stepped seam-
lessly into the big shoes left for him on the death of the 
much-beloved Offi cer Pete Lannon.
 Copeman is off and running at AME.
 And in Copeman’s position as community policing 
offi cer, we’ve seen evidence of him in the businesses 
as he makes rounds introducing himself and presenting 
fl yers to encourage information in the unsolved murder 
case of Carla Beard.
 He’s out on his patrol bike making friends, watch-
ing over the school dropoff and pickup area, and, most 
importantly, making friends with our children.

 His relationships with kids at AME is going to 
improve their lives for the future.
 And for that alone, we could thank him, but our Island 
community is all the better for his winning attitude. 
 Thanks, and keep smiling. 

Sad news
 With so many years of Island living among us at 
The Islander, we can sometimes feel relief that so few 
young people here have met with tragedy.
 But this week we sadly note the death of one of the 
Island’s own, Mike Cagnina. Just 23 years old and just 
starting his adult life.
 For oldtimers, he represents the next generation, 
and a fondly remembered time when his grandfather, 
the late Ernie Cagnina, operated the north-end grocery 
where no one was ever turned away for lack of funds. 
He was an honored mayor of Anna Maria and his son, 
Mike’s dad John, carried on the family history of civic 
involvement.
 Mike’s legacy was cut short and we can only share 
with you, our readers, a hope that you hug and tell your 
children how much they are loved, and how much Mike 
will be missed by his friends and family.



THE ISLANDER  JAN. 30, 2008  7

In the Jan. 28, 1998, issue of 
The Islander, headlines announced:

THE BESTTHE BEST 15 YEARS15 YEARS

SINCE 1992
15

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH & CHIPS ALL DAY – EVERY DAY! $8.99

And … as always, FREE BEER tomorrow!

99CHIPS ALL DAY – EVERY DAY! $8.99

rrow!

YOU CAN-EAT FISH & CHIPS AL

FREE BEER tomorrow!

Gulf of Mexico

ROTTEN RALPH’S
WATERFRONT DINING

ROTTEN RALPH’S
ON THE PIER

BREAKFAST • LUNCH •  DINNER  7 DAYS
200 Bridge Street •  Bradenton Beach

On the Historic Bridge Street Pier • 778-1604
902 S. Bay Blvd.  • Anna Maria

Located at Galati Marina • 778-3953

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS • FULL BAR SERVICE

tr

JOIN US FOR A 

SUPER BOWLSUPER BOWL
OF OUR FAMOUS

Homemade 
Seafood 

GUMBO!

LIVE MUSIC 
AT OUR ORIGINAL

ANNA MARIA LOCATION
THURSDAY, JAN 31

Tom Mobley!

Available 
daily at both 
Rotten Ralph’s 
locations!

OUR CUSTOMERS 
SAY OUR GUMBO 

IS THE BEST 
THEY’VE EVER 

TASTED!

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best 
way to stay in touch with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. We’ve been 
publishing and mailing successfully since 1992!
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
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Palma Sola news removed

Boxes for some publications were removed from the 
side of State Road 64 last week, while others were left 
behind. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy

The Islander fi led a complaint last week to Braden-
ton police following the removal of a newspaper box 
alongside the Palma Sola Causeway.
 As part of a cleanup effort on the causeway, Bra-
denton city workers removed the box, as well as bins 
for other free local publications, but left behind coin 
boxes for three daily newspapers.
 City offi cials said the boxes had been located in the 
right of way and that the code enforcement department 
received a complaint. They also indicated that Keep 
Manatee Beautiful was asking for a cleanup.
 Code enforcement told The Islander that their 
department had notifi ed box owners to remove their 
publication racks, but the coin boxes were allowed to 
remain because they “contain money.” 
 But The Islander received no such notice, accord-
ing to Islander publisher Bonner Joy, and “all publica-

tions enjoy the same rights to free speech under the 
First Amendment.”
 As the former publisher of the Bradenton Herald, 
“Bradenton Mayor Wayne Poston should have been aware 
of the violation of this newspaper’s rights,” Joy said.

The Islander’s newspaper box, which originally 
cost about $150, was discarded, though Poston offered 
to cover The Islander’s replacement expense.
 A site for a shared modular-style news rack will be 
established near the rest rooms on the causeway as part 
of the beautifi cation effort guided by Keep Manatee 
Beautiful, partner government agencies and the advi-
sory Palma Sola Scenic Highway Committee.
 This winter, more than 700 trees will be planted 
along the causeway and last week, as the newsracks 
were removed, truckloads of sand were hauled in to 
renourish the Palma Sola beaches.

 • Manatee County Circuit Court Judge Durand 
Adams ordered the Holmes Beach City Commission 
to reconsider its resolution approving construction 
of a cellular telephone tower at Smith Realtors, 5904 
Marina Drive. The order came after city resident Joan 
Perry fi led a legal action against the city’s decision.
 • The owner of a small boat believed to have died 
when the boat burst into fl ames just off Holmes Beach in 
the Gulf of Mexico was found hiding in Sumter County 
and faced charges of arson and burning to defraud.
 • Then former Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnen-
berger questioned why the city paid volunteer planning 
board chairperson Sue Normand a consulting fee for 
advising on the city’s cell tower ordinance. Normand 
was paid $3,500 for her advice to an attorney, who drew 
up the ordinance.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Jan. 20 48 61 .75Jan. 20 48 61 .75
Jan. 21 45 77 0Jan. 21 45 77 0
Jan. 22 55 77 0Jan. 22 55 77 0
Jan. 23 63 77 1.20Jan. 23 63 77 1.20
Jan. 24 64 70 TraceJan. 24 64 70 Trace
Jan. 25 49 71 0Jan. 25 49 71 0
Jan. 26 63 74 TraceJan. 26 63 74 Trace
Average Gulf water temperature 65°Average Gulf water temperature 65°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Interesting swimming
A woman apparently drove her car off the beach into 
the Gulf of Mexico Jan. 26 just north of the Beach-
House Restaurant in Bradenton Beach. According to 
reports, she was asked to leave the sand and instead 
entered the water. The Bradenton woman, who was 
not identifi ed, was hospitalized under the Baker Act 
and the vehicle pulled from the Gulf. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Joe Tate
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad – 
for as little as $12!

MULLET 
SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

E-scrap 
collected at 

Coquina Beach
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Treasure was collected at Coquina Beach Jan. 26 
— salvage gathered not from a shipwreck in the Gulf, 
but from the backs of SUVs.
 Islanders last week disposed of fried hair dryers, 
broken television sets and on-the-fritz toasters in the 
Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection sponsored by 
Manatee County in conjunction with Anna Maria, 
Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach and Longboat Key 
municipalities. Solvents, paints, pesticides, household 
chemicals, ammunition, fl ares, used oil, propane tanks, 
fl uorescent lamps, mercury containing devices and bat-
teries were collected from homes and offi ces and carried 
to Coquina. So were computer components, copiers, 
video and audio equipment and household appliances.
 “When I saw the ad, I started gathering up the 
junk. You’d be surprised what you have lying around 
that’s obsolete or broken,” said Mary Mitchell of Palma 
Sola.
 The value in disposing of the retired goods and 
materials comes in keeping the items out of the land-
fi ll. E-waste is the fastest growing waste stream in the 
country. According to the International Association of 
Electronics Recyclers, about 400 million electronic units 
will be scrapped this year and 3 billion units by 2010. 
 Just one computer can contain hundreds of chemi-
cals, including lead, mercury, cadmium, brominated 
fl ame retardants and polyvinyl chloride or PVC, accord-
ing to the Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition. Many of 
these chemicals are known to cause cancer, respiratory 
illness and reproductive problems for humans. 
 About 95 percent of the waste collected at Coquina 
Beach on Saturday will be recycled, according to orga-
nizers.
 For those with working electronics that are no 
longer in use, King Middle School’s environmental 
club will collect items from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Feb. 2, at the school parking lot.

A team of workers collects electronics and hazardous materials for recycling or safe disposal at Coquina 
Beach Jan. 26. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Trolley expansion on Bridge 
Street OK by merchants

By Paul Roat
 Bring that trolley down Bridge Street!
 That statement resonated among the Bridge Street 
merchants last week, when the ad hoc group met and 
signed a letter addressed to Manatee County offi cials indi-
cating the group’s endorsement of an added stop to the 
Manatee Island Trolley at the east end of Bridge Street.
 The plan, merchants hope, will have both north and 
south trolleys traverse the Bradenton Beach business 
district during the free transit’s loop of the Island. 
 Delivery trucks will be kept off Bridge Street to 
facilitate the trolley run, all merchants present agreed. 
Some trees also will need to be trimmed, as well as 
alterations to the roundabout at the east end of Bridge 
Street. Plus removal of some bollards at the Pines 
Trailer Park will be necessary. All changes could be 
accomplished, it was determined.
 The big buses can make the turns onto and off 
Bridge Street, as well as the U-turn at the east end of 
the business district, but currently it takes a bit of a 
“back-and-fi ll” action, which is not appropriate, accord-
ing to transit offi cials.

 The trolleys “can make the turn if we take the bol-
lards out” at the Pines, City Commissioner Janie Rob-
ertson said, adding that “the Pines residents are excited 
about this.”
 Next up is county approval, which Manatee County 
community services cirector Fred Loveland told The 
Islander would entail approval by the board of county 
commissioners.
 “We will be reporting to the board within the next 
few weeks,” Loveland said. He said that normal transit 
stop changes generally don’t require such high-profi le 
approval, but since the Manatee Trolley route change 
has garnered such interest, county offi cials determined 
it should go to the commission for approval. 

Church to host thrift sale
 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, will host a community 
thrift sale beginning at 8 a.m. Friday, Feb. 8, and 
the church is seeking vendors for a “modest dona-
tion.”
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The Island Experts 
since 1972

Turn to West Coast Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, customer satisfaction and Carrier 
systems that are second to none. Serving the Island 
communities for 35 years, we’ll make sure you’re as 
comfortable with us as you are with your home 
comfort system. 
• Unmatched Carrier expertise, effi ciency and reliability
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

Island Mortgage Services
6000 Marina  Drive,  Holmes Beach

(941)  778-8448   •   www.ifmloan.com

THE MORTGAGE ANSWER MAN

David A. Dickson
More than 30 years 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e 
mor tgage  indus t ry 
at your service.

Mortgage Question of the Week

How will an “economic stimulus” 
rebate check affect my mortgage?

Paying down non-tax deductible high 
interest expenses such as credit card 
or auto loans reduces the principal 
balance and monthly payment,
increasing monthly cash fl ow.  Use 
the extra cash to pay down the princi-
pal on your mortgage. Call me to fi nd 
out more about how to put extra cash 
in your pocket using a well designed 
mortgage plan!

Q:

A: 

HELPING MAKE PARADISE YOUR BACKYARD!

Want to know more?  
To receive my Mortgage Market Weekly Newsletter 
call David A. Dickson,  President (941) 224-4415 or 

email him at dadickson@usamfm.comCHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Anna Maria tangles Center in permit process
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 It only took two complaints in January by Anna 
Maria residents living near the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center to spark a city commission controversy 
over whether or not the Center needs to submit special 
event permits for most events at the facility.
 While the citizen complaints were the usual litany 
of parking, noise and too many people, one concerned 
a “BYOB” event at the Center in mid-January. The 
complaint was serious enough to have Mayor Fran 
Barford direct city attorney Jim Dye to look into the 
liability involved and ask the Center to submit a spe-
cial event permit application to the commission for all 
future events — at least until the commission decides 
how to handle such activities.
City Commissioner Dale Woodland was concerned 
enough to have discussion of the Center’s activities 
placed on the commission’s Jan. 22 meeting agenda.
 “I’m the bad guy,” said Woodland, who said the 
commission needs to treat the Center as it would any 
other entity.
 Woodland’s concerns included whether or not the 
Center is being used for commercial purposes when 
it charges admission to an event and sells alcoholic 
beverages. He also noted that the public recreation area 
ordinance needs to be more specifi c about permitted 
uses. Some events at the Center are not listed as permit-
ted events.
 But under the city ordinances governing the Center, 
alcohol is a permitted use, noted Dye.
 And there’s no problem with a nonprofi t organi-
zation such as the Center charging admission to an 
event, added Dye, because the “profi ts” go back into 
the Center, not an owner’s pocketbook.
  The issue of city liability for an event at the Center 
at which alcohol is served also was raised.
  Concerned, Barford elected to have the Center 
apply for a special event permit for functions involving 
the serving of alcohol and have the commission decide 
what is appropriate.
  Barford and the city learned from Center execu-
tive director Pierrette Kelly that effective Jan. 1, the 
Center’s insurance carrier no longer provides liability 
coverage for events with alcohol, although such affairs 
are a permitted use at the Center under the city’s ordi-
nances.
  That prompted Kelly to acquire a separate liability 
policy for that event for $1 million, with the city named 
as a co-insured.
  But Barford also was concerned about the impact of 
future events that might draw large crowds and elected 
to have the commission decide the fate of those affairs. 
The Center submitted three applications for special 

events to the commission for approval at the Jan. 22 
meeting.
  Kelly, however, noted that since 2000, the commis-
sion has not required the Center to apply for a special 
event permit. She wondered what has changed.
  The city received complaints, responded Com-
missioner Duke Miller, and some of these events will 
“impact” the neighborhood.
  Two complaints, including one anonymous com-
plaint, noted Commissioner Christine Tollette, the com-
mission liaison to the Center.
  Tollette wondered why the city had to make it 
“more cumbersome and expensive” to the Center to 
hold events.
 “It just aggravates me that you have two individuals 
that can stir up a hornet’s nest. Everything was working 
fi ne before, but if you sneeze, one individual would 
complain,” she said.
 City staff should continue to issue special event 
permits, not the commission, Tollette said.
  The Center is trying to raise money to help pay 
for its new facility, which went over its construction 
budget by some $1 million. It will be holding a number 
of events this year designed to generate income, Tollette 
added.
 Barford said that if she had concerns about an event, 
she would bring it to the commission, but Commission 
Chairman John Quam said the commission is “here to 
protect the city” and he wants applications sent to the 
commission for approval.
 Kelly, however, suggested that it’s “punitive” to 
the Center to have to apply for a $100 special event 
permit for every event. “We want to do the right thing, 
but we’d like to be able to go back to the way it was,” 
she said.
  Maybe, replied Woodland, but the commission has 
an obligation to deal with complaints, even if it’s only 
one person with a problem.
  He suggested that the criteria for submission of a 
permit application by the Center for an event be either 
alcohol or a large number of people.
 But Kelly noted that if that was the case, just about 
every football, basketball, baseball and soccer game 
would require a permit. That would literally fl ood city 
hall with permit applications, along with a plethora of 
paper work requiring staff time.
  Kelly agreed that when alcoholic beverages are 
served, the Center will hire an off-duty Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputy for security. In fact, she said, the 
Center did so for the BYOB event in mid-January.
  Barford reiterated that she needed commission 
direction on whether she and city staff should approve 
the permits as an administrative matter or send them 
all to the commission.

  Woodland suggested the city either revise the spe-
cial-event permit ordinance or the permitted uses in the 
public recreation area.
 Dye, however, suggested that it will be easier to 
add uses to the description of a public recreation area 
to solve the Center’s dilemma than to amend an ordi-
nance.
  Commissioners agreed and asked Dye to bring a 
list of “options” of events that could be permitted in the 
zone to cover Center uses.
  In other commission business, commissioners 
approved an increase in the city’s line of credit to $1.5 
million to cover the cost of the on-going drainage proj-
ect when it’s completed. The city has a matching grant 
with the Southwest Florida Water Management District, 
but will not get reimbursed from Swiftmud until the 
project is completed and the city has paid the bills.
  City engineer Tom Wilcox noted that the cost of the 
project has increased about $224,000 since the initial 
estimate of $435,000 nearly 18 months ago. Wilcox 
said the city has a Swiftmud “high priority” designation 
for the project, making Anna Maria “virtually assured” 
of reimbursement.
  The commission also approved a recommendation 
by Barford to name Tom Aposporos, Suzanne Douglas, 
Mady Iseman, Norm Mansour and Sherry Oehler to the 
2008 charter review committee. Aposporos served as 
chairman of the 2002 review committee.
 Commissioners additionally approved Barford’s 
recommendation to appoint Mike Yetter to replace 
Doug Winton as a member of the planning and zoning 
board.
  

Beach renourishment 
slated to begin 2011-12

  Anna Maria city commissioners learned at 
their Jan. 22 meeting that the city is short about 
40 parking spaces for the next Islandwide beach 
renourishment project scheduled to begin in 2011-
2012 (see separate story).
  Mayor Fran Barford, however, said she and 
public works director George McKay are confi -
dent that issue “won’t be a problem,” and that the 
required number of parking spaces will be avail-
able to meet federal requirements for funding.
 Barford said Manatee County environmental 
systems director Charlie Hunsicker along with 
other staff and marine engineers will hold a “work 
session” meeting in the city of Anna Maria Feb. 
12 to present an overview of the renourishment 
project and take public input.
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KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Sarasota National 
Stamp Exhibition

Buy • Sell • Trade
Feb 1 & 2 •  10am-6pm

Feb 3   •  10am-3pm
• More than 40 dealers from across the country
• 3200 pages of international exhibits
• Door Prizes • Lectures • Silent Auction
• Youth area and learning center
• U.S. and U.N. Post Offi ces

FREE Appraisals
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium
801 N. Tamiami Trail  (Hwy 41)

(941) 993-0919
www.sarasotastampclub.com
e-mail: MTO.Stamps@gte.net

Free Parking
Free Admission

Bring this ad to any dealer for FREE stamps IN

Barnett Blindsaarrrnnneeettttt BBBBllinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

‘Net Working,’ working nets at 
Cortez for Feb. 16-17 festival

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 All sorts of nets used by commercial fi shermen will 
provide a brand new feature at the Cortez Commercial 
Fishing Festival Feb. 16 and 17.
 The waterfront fair will take up much of the historic 
fi shing village at the mainland end of the Cortez Bridge 
to Anna Maria Island. A lot of music will fi ll the air and 
a lot of art will fi ll booths, and there will be all kinds 
and quantities of food to fi ll folks up.
 The festival will open at 10 a.m. both Saturday and 
Sunday and wind up at 6 p.m. In those hours, some 
20,000 people are expected to swarm through the little 
village, contributing $60,000 or more to the nature pre-
serve at the east end of Cortez. 
 The newest addition to the life of the festival is 
still in the organization stage, said Karen Bell, trea-
surer of the village’s core Florida Institute for Saltwater 
Heritage, sponsor and benefi ciary of the festival. FISH 
bought the 95-acre FISH Preserve with donations and 
funds from past festivals, and proceeds from this one 
will go toward purchase of the few lots still in private 
hands within the Preserve. 
 The net display is planned for the old Fulford Fish 
House on the waterfront, and it will feature working 
nets, incidentally playing on the festival’s theme, “Net 
Working.” 
 These working nets will come from Walter and 
Calvin Bell, brothers in the family that owns and oper-
ates A.P. Bell Fish Co. just down the shore from the 
Fulford Fish House. They will include purse seines that 
close like a purse in the water to trap fi sh, which is then 

hauled aboard one of the many big fi shboats that tie up 
at Bell and along the harbor. 
 And gillnets, which catch fi sh by the gills. They are 
then shucked from the net and hauled aboard the boat. 
Both the nets and the methods are outlawed in Florida 
waters now by a net ban approved in a statewide refer-
endum in 1994.
 Thomas “Blue” Fulford, lifelong Cortezian and a 
commercial fi shing advocate and successful commer-
cial fi sherman until losing a leg in an accident aboard 
his boat, will show the ancient craft of making cast nets. 
He probably will be next door to Fulford on the historic 
rebuilt Miller dock. 
 Other “newness” in 120-year-old old Cortez will be 
three snazzy new ticket booths, fi shboat cabin replicas 
built by craftsmen in the boatbuilding program in the 
Cortez Community Center. 
 “They’re works of art,” enthused Linda Molto, vil-
lage artist who annually arranges for the artists and 
craft vendors of the festival. “They’re like boat cabins, 
running lights and all. One is named Sugar Plum for 
Plum Taylor,” wife of Alcee Taylor, lifelong Cortezian 
who in the past assembled a small museum of his own 
in the space under his elevated, waterfront home.
 “They’ll make people smile to see them, so they 
will be glad to part with their $2.” That’s the price of 
admission to the festival for adults; under-12s are free. 
 The just-opened Florida Maritime Museum at the 
east end of the village will be open during the festival, 
in fact will provide major parking space. Additional 
parking will be on village streets and near the village 
with shuttle bus service available.

City answers civil suit
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The city of Holmes Beach maintains that two prop-
erty owners who sued over a code enforcement action 
against them lack grounds for their complaint.
 Last fall, the city took action against Diane and 

William Sorg, out-of-state owners of a duplex at 3707 
Gulf Drive. The city moved to foreclose on the property 
because the Sorgs owed about $28,000 in fi nes associ-
ated with a code enforcement ruling.
 The code enforcement case dates back to August 
2003, when city offi cials expressed concern about a 
missing railing on a second-fl oor balcony on the build-
ing. Further review of the property found that there 
was no rental license on fi le with the city, and later, the 
city raised concerns about repairs made to the property 
without a permit.
 By the summer of 2004, the matter was before 
the city code enforcement board, which eventually 
made four fi ndings of fact: Repairs at the duplex were 
made without a properly issued building permit; with-
out a permit there was no inspection to insure proper 
repair; the Sorgs had repeatedly been told they needed 
a permit; and “the city must maintain respect for its 
permitting system among all property owners.” The 
code enforcement board levied a fi ne — $30 a day 
“for every day the violation continues on the prop-
erty.”
 Last fall, after learning that the $30-a-day fine 
associated with the property had accumulated through 
May 2007 to a $28,000 debt for the Sorgs, city com-
missioners instructed their attorney to begin foreclose 
proceedings.
 A complaint for foreclosure of lien was stamped 
Nov. 21, 2007, at the Manatee County Courthouse in 
Bradenton. The complaint read, “Defendants have not 
paid any of the fi ne which had accumulated to approxi-
mately $28,000, which remains due and owning.”
 Additionally, the complaint written by attorney 
Richard Groff said, “The city is entitled to a reason-
able attorney’s fee and all costs incurred.”
 Next the Sorgs fi led a complaint against the city 
challenging the city’s fi ne and the lien against the prop-
erty.
 The city’s answer, fi led Jan. 14 at the courthouse, 
states, “Plaintiff’s action is essentially an attempt to 
reverse the action of the code enforcement board which 
imposed a fi ne for failure to bring their property into 
compliance and to contest the city’s denial of a building 
permit. Plaintiffs are stopped to bring this action on the 
grounds that any appeal of an order imposing fi ne or 
other such administrative action by defendant must be 
brought within 30 days.”
 The order imposing the fi ne was dated Oct. 22, 
2004.

Site cleared 
for ‘tot lot’

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A Holmes Beach publics work crew last week 
cleared a site for a small playground along Marina 
Drive.
 The “tot lot,” nicknamed such by Holmes Beach 
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger, will be built to the west 
of the city’s skate park in the 5800 block of Marina 
Drive.
 “We’re doing some site work, preparing the ground 
for the playground,” the mayor said last week.
 He said public works employees would probably 
build a frame for the playground to hold mulch.
 “It’s just preliminary work, but they’ll be getting 
the project up and running pretty soon.”
 Bohnenberger announced plans to install the play-
ground last October, at about the time that the city shut 
down the skate park due to vandalism.
 The playground is intended as a city amenity, but 
offi cials hope it will draw parents to the area to help 
keep watch on children.
 Bohnenberger said adding the playground would 
offer activity for children up to age 6, creating an all-
ages recreation area.
 Plans call for two slides and apparatus for climbing 
and crawling similar to the playground equipment at 
Bayfront Park in Anna Maria City.
 Last Thursday, as thick fog kept people away from 
the beach, vacationers Herb and Mary Ross took their 
three children to Bayfront.
 “You’ve got to have places like this to keep 
kids occupied,” said Mary Ross. “Even on a 
good day, you have to have more than the beach. 
So playgrounds are great — the more the mer-
rier.”
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

     

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

   Three interchangeable pendants create    Three interchangeable pendants create 
fi ve different looks. She’ll love the creativity and fi ve different looks. She’ll love the creativity and 
beauty of these pink sapphires and diamond  beauty of these pink sapphires and diamond  
pendants. Regularly $595 - Sale priced at $476.pendants. Regularly $595 - Sale priced at $476.

St. Valentine’s Day • Feb. 14

20% OFF20% OFF ALL HEART JEWELRY ALL HEART JEWELRY  (in stock)(in stock)

3 pieces, fi ve looks. She’ll love the creativity and 
beauty of these pink sapphire and diamond pendants, 

set includes 3 interchangable pendants and chain. 
Regularly $595 – sale priced at $476.

14k Gold $148
$26Sterling $26*

*
*Prices subject to change

Sterling $26*

14k Gold $215*

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming

Raw/Frozen 
Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
Gift Items

   

Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

DARE offi cer gets AME welcome

Principal Tom Levengood introduces third-grade 
students to Holmes Beach Police Department’s 
Brian Copeman, the new community resource offi cer. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A hand shot up in Phyllis Omilak’s classroom at 
Anna Maria Elementary School.
 “Do you carry a gun?” the third-grader asked 
Holmes Beach Police Department Offi cer Brian Cope-
man. 
 Copeman, wearing his full uniform and utility belt, 
nodded. “Yep, all police offi cers carry them,” he said.
 AME principal Tom Levengood, who was introduc-
ing the new community resource offi cer to students last 
week, added, “Police are the only people allowed to 
carry guns in schools.”
 “Any more questions?” Levengood asked.
 And there were more questions in Omilak’s room, 
as well as in two other classrooms of third-graders Jan. 
23.
 “Will he help us cross the road?”
 “Yes,” Levengood said, adding that Copeman 
would be around the campus to safeguard students.
 “Are you going to protect businesses, too?” a boy 
asked.
 Copeman nodded.
 “Then can you protect my mom and dad’s busi-
ness?” the boy replied.
 “Yes I will,” the offi cer promised.
 The questions continued.
 “What do you do if you see a speeding car?”
 Copeman answered, “We try to pull them over and 
we make them slow down.”
 “What if somebody is chasing you and you have 
nowhere to run?” another student asked.
 “That is the kind of thing he’s going to be teaching 
you about,” Levengood replied. “You are going to get 
to know Offi cer Copeman well and he’s going to get 
to know you well.”
 Another student’s hand shot into the air.  “How long 

have you been a police offi cer?”
 “I have been with the Holmes Beach department 
for three years and I was at the sheriff’s offi ce for one 
year,” Copeman said, bringing a math lesson into the 
equation. “So that’s four years total.”
 The kids nodded with understanding.
 Copeman has deep roots in the area, having grown 
up in Manatee County. Coincidentally, one year, as a 
student at Palma Sola Elementary School, Copeman 
sat in a classroom next door to the classroom where 
Levengood taught.
 “We’re loving him being here so far,” said Lev-
engood, noting that the students have not had a full-
time school resource offi cer for more than a year. The 
post was held by the much-loved Pete Lannon, who 
died in June 2007 after a lengthy battle with pancreatic 
cancer.
 A hiring freeze at Holmes Beach City Hall meant 
the post remained vacant through the school’s fall 
semester.
 Copeman was assigned to the community policing 
post in late 2007 and began his new duties earlier this 
month. Next week, Copeman will go to Miami for train-
ing in the DARE — Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
— program.
 “When he gets back, he’ll know exactly how long 
it takes for the DARE program and we’ll get together 
with the fi fth-grade teachers to make plans,” Leven-
good said.
 About 40 students will study the DARE program 
this spring. But Copeman plans to work with all AME’s 
students in some fashion.
 “We need his help,” Levengood said.
 Two events earlier this month illustrated for AME 
educators and HBPD the need for a community resource 
offi cer.
 On Jan. 12, HBPD arrested a man for allegedly 
contributing to the delinquency of a child and posses-
sion of marijuana.
 An offi cer took William Crawley Jr., 47, of the 
4800 block 51st Street West, into custody on Gulf 
Drive. Police reports indicate that an offi cer saw two 
children in a vehicle with Crawley and that a marijuana 
cigarette was seen next to Crawley’s leg. Police suspect 
that Crawley was going to share the marijuana with the 
children.
 That same night in Bradenton Beach, a teenage 
party ended with the arrest of the underage host. The 
Bradenton Beach Police Department reported Jan. 14 
that Christine G. Morgan, 18, was arrested for allegedly 
hosting an open-house party with alcohol attended by 
more than 40 underage people.
 Morgan was taken to the Manatee County jail 
and then released on $120 bond, according to court 
records. 
 DARE is intended to reach children in elementary 
school and provide the students with the ability to resist 
drugs and alcohol. An estimated 75,000 offi cers teach 
DARE to millions of children in the United States.
 “Hopefully,” Copeman said, “I can give them the 
drive to not be a part of that.”
 “I’m trying to give the kids an outlook that police 
offi cers are their friends and not to have a fear of us,” 
he added.

AME MeNU
Monday, Feb. 4

Breakfast: French Toast Sticks with Syrup, 
Cereal, Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sand-

wich, Fruit
Lunch: Grilled Cheese Sandwich or Hot Dog, 

Tomato Soup, Peaches, Juice Bar
Tuesday, Feb. 5

Breakfast: Chicken Patty on Biscuit, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs or Yogurt and Muffin 
Plate, Green Beans, Potato Smiles, Pineapple 

Tidbits
Wednesday, Feb. 6

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, Super 
Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: Popcorn Chicken, Assorted Salads and 
Sandwiches, Carrot Sticks with Dip, Chips, 

Strawberries
Thursday, Feb. 7

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Patty on a Biscuit, 
Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Nachos or Chicken Nuggets, Mixed Veg-
etables, Grapes and Melon

Friday, Feb. 8
Breakfast: Pancake on a Stick, Cereal, Toast, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Shrimp Poppers, Garden Salad, 

Corn, Applesauce, Tangerines����� ��	 
��� �� ����	 ���� ���� 
����

Top honors
Jeanine Kalajainen, technology specialist at Anna 
Maria Elementary School, is honored to have her 
name on the school marquee naming her “school 
related employee of the year.” Islander Photo: 
Bonner Joy
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 John R. Chappie, a resident of Bradenton Beach 
since 1974, has completed the necessary paperwork and 
announced his candidacy for Manatee County Commis-
sion District 3 seat, currently held by Jane Von Hah-

mann. 
 “Chappie has long been 
known as an environmental-
ist and a fiscal conservative,” 
according to his press release. 
“Elected offi cials have a respon-
sibility to serve their constitu-
ents,” he said. “We need to plan 
ahead and develop a strategy for 
change that will improve our 
quality of life.”

LOSE WEIGHT NOW!!! 
Shed those holiday pounds fast and safely! 
Don’t wait any longer. Get started with an 
easy to follow diet plan. Call today for a 

free consultation! 
Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM 

Master’s of Oriental Medicine
Bachelor’s of Science in Health and Nutrition 
8 years of experience as a weight loss educator 

Located on the Island

941 773 6134

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Are you living your life’s  dream?  
Do you want to reinvent your life?  

Writer, speaker, attorney, coach, model, 
and actress, Jean Peelen has successfully 
reinvented her life many times.  She coaches 
women for extraordinary results.

Call 941-896-5827 for a 
complimentary meeting.

 www.JeanPeelen.com 

Are you in transition but not sure where you are going? 

Chappie

Islander announces bid for county board
 Born in 1951 in Dayton, Ohio, Chappie received 
a bachelor’s degree from Ohio University in 1974 
and, following graduation, moved to Florida. Chap-
pie worked in construction for many years. He and 
his family also own vacation apartments in Bra-
denton Beach and he operates a lawn maintenance 
business.
 His political career spans more than a decade. He 
was elected to the Bradenton Beach City Commission 
in 1997 and served until being elected mayor in 2001. 
He served the three-term limit as mayor and, in 2007, 

he ran unopposed for city commissioner a one-year 
term remainder in Ward 4. He currently serves as the 
city’s vice mayor.
 “I am honored by the number of people who have 
encouraged me to run,” he said. “I want to bring the 
common sense, business-like approach to county gov-
ernment that, as mayor, I was able to use in reviving 
Bradenton Beach. We need smart growth that protects 
our quality of life and that encourages economic devel-
opment. Our economy is hurting right now and we need 
to concentrate on turning it around.”

Byrne’s day in 
court tomorrow

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

  Several of the unsecured creditors of bankrupt GSR 
Development LLC will have what they hope is their day 
in court tomorrow.
 GSR principal Robert Byrne is scheduled to appear 
in federal bankruptcy court for the initial meeting of 
the creditors who forced him to fi le for involuntary 
bankruptcy late last year.
  According to creditor and Island resident Kent 
Davis, who brought the action, Byrne is not likely to 
appear, only his attorney.
  Other unsecured creditors in the action are Mel and 
Carol Yudofsky of Holmes Beach and former Island 
resident Patricia Hart, who now lives in Georgia.
  The unsecured creditors will likely claim losses in 
excess of $1 million invested with GSR, which is in the 
fi nal throes of bankruptcy. 
  Davis and the other unsecured creditors brought the 
action against Byrne after it became apparent to them 
that they were probably not going to get a settlement in 
the GSR bankruptcy that would be close to what they 
invested, Davis has said.
  Federal bankruptcy Judge K. Rodney May has 
already denied a motion by attorneys representing the 
creditors for a summary judgment against Byrne.
  The creditors meeting is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 1, at the federal bankruptcy court’s Timber-
lake Annex at 501 E. Polk St. in Tampa. The meeting 
is open to the public.
  In other GSR news, a preliminary hearing on GSR’s 
objections to some of the claims against it is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. Jan. 30 at the federal courthouse in Tampa at 
801 N. Florida Ave.

Book sale to boost library collection

Last year’s Friends of the Island Library’s annual 
book sale drew book lovers and bargain hunters 
to the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. This year’s sale will take place Satur-
day, Feb. 2. Islander File Photo

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Cookbooks and classics, mysteries and histories, 
romances and westerns will go on sale Feb. 2 at the 
Island Branch Library.
 The Friends of the Island Library, the library’s non-
profi t booster club, will host the popular annual event 
to raise money for the branch’s collection. Doors will 
open at 10 a.m., but organizers expect, based on turnout 
in years past, that a line will start forming for the book 
sale much earlier.
 “I can pretty much get any book I want from the 
library, but I do like to have my own books to carry with 
me down to the beach,” said Amey Mullen, a seasonal 
Islander from Terre Haute, Ind. “At the sale, I can stock 
up for the whole season.”
 Mullen will be looking for favorite horror writers, 
such as Dean Koontz and Stephen King.
 Her husband, Peter Mullen, will be looking for avi-
ation books. “I collect them,” said the retired engineer. 
“I probably have a couple hundred books on planes and 
such.”
 The sale will draw cookbook collector Patricia 
Hughes from Bradenton Beach and retired school 
teacher Hope Charles from Anna Maria.

 “Last year I found a really hard-to-fi nd book on 
Mandarin Chinese cooking,” Hughes said. “I love to 
get the used cookbooks and fi nd cook’s notes inside.”
 Charles said, “I’m still buying children’s books. I 
just love them. I used to get used children’s books for 
my classroom. Now I get them for my grandkids. They 
have their own library practically.”
 A preview sale for Friends of the Island Library 
members will take place at 3 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1, at 
the library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Eager 
readers have been known to join simply for VIP access 
to the book sale. 
 For information about joining the group or attend-
ing the sale, call the library at 941-778-6341.

Library to host nature 
photography talks

 The Friends of the Island Library will host a trio of 
classes in partnership with the Safari Club in February 
at the library, 5701 Marina Drive in Holmes Beach.
 The program will be offered at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 8; 3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 14; and 1 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 29.
 As part of the series, Bill Pruitt will discuss nature 
photography and James Corwin Johnson will provide 
tips on portrait photography. Attendees will also learn 
about the Safari Club, a nonprofi t nature group.
 For more information, call 941-778-6341.
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Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Specializing in Unique Island Weddings

9809 Gulf Drive,  Anna Maria, located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA

(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
the fl owers were
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What will
  you give your 
  sweetheart? 

A photo by Jack 
Elka is the perfect 
gift for the man 

in your life.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com
Gift Certifi cates

available

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Taking sides: Islanders chose favs in Super Bowl
Tune in

 The Super Bowl XLII — New England Patriots 
vs. New York Giants — will air on Sunday, Feb. 3, 
on the Fox Network. The game will take place in 
Glendale, Ariz., outside Phoenix. Kickoff time is 
6:18 p.m. EST. But coverage begins much earlier 
— at noon — with pre-game analysis and entertain-
ment. 

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “Who do you like?” That’s the common question 
heard in store aisles and church pews, on beaches and 
bar stools as people anticipate Super Bowl Sunday.
 Game day — Feb. 3 — will bring a contest between 
the undefeated New England Patriots and the underdog 
New York Giants in Glendale, Ariz. The game will be 
played 2,200 miles away from Anna Maria Island, but 
Islanders no doubt will be watching on the Fox Net-
work and rooting for a favorite.
 Horace Manning’s hopes that the Jacksonville 
Jaguars or Tampa Bay Buccaneers might head for the 
Super Bowl were dashed earlier this month. So the 
Holmes Beach seasonal resident is wishing for a New 
York win.

 “The quarterback has a great name,” he said of Eli 
Manning, who is no relation to him.
 The Giants seemed to find favor among many 
Island residents and visitors.

 “I like the team’s grit,” said Stanley Pomeranc of 
Bradenton Beach. “They deserve to be in the game.”
 “I think really if anybody can beat New England, 
it’s going to be the Giants,” Mary Anne Close said, 
adding, “And I’d like to see somebody beat New Eng-
land.”
 The Patriots also have loyal fans on AMI.
 “You have to respect those guys — undefeated for 
18 games, that’s just incredible,” said Boston-transplant 
Mike Loveless.
 Others will tune into the game for the much-antic-
ipated commercials and the entertainment.
 “I think we’ve kind of come to expect something 
big with the Super Bowl, like the Janet Jackson inci-
dent,” said Cynthia Smith. “It’s just great entertain-
ment.”

 “I’m not interested in 
sports. And I’m only a tour-
ist from Germany, so I don’t 
know that much about the 
Super Bowl and football.”
 Axel Junker of Stuttgart, 
Germany

How will you spend Super Bowl Sunday?

 “Well, I’ll probably just 
be sitting around watching the 
game, probably going for New 
England — as much as I hate 
them.”
 Jerry Bien of Erie, Pa.

 “I’d rather be right here 
at the beach, but we’ll prob-
ably watch the game. And 
support the Patriots.”
 Judie Bien of Erie, Pa.

 “We’re not Super Bowl 
Sunday fans, so we probably 
won’t watch unless we don’t 
have anything else to do. We 
usually play cards.”
 Betty Yoder of Elkhart, 
Ind./Sarasota

 “I’ll probably be sitting 
in the freezing cold of Penn-
sylvania, watching it on TV 
… and rooting for the Giants, 
because they’re closest to 
Pennsylvania.”
 Len Beasom of Mechan-
icsburg, Pa.

Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and Orchestra hosts concert Feb. 17
 The Anna Maria Island Community Chorus 
and Orchestra will present the concert version of 
Verdi’s “La Traviata” at 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 17, at 
CrossPointe Fellowship Church, 8605 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 The concert is the third in AMICCO’s 2007-08 
schedule of four concerts.

 Alfred Gershfeld is artistic director/principal con-
ductor of AMICCO, Jon Magendanz is assistant con-
ductor and Daniel Hoffman is chorus master.
 Also upcoming this season from AMICCO is 
“Poetry and Music,” set for 2 p.m. Sunday, March 30, 
at CrossPointe Fellowship Church. The program will 
feature Mozart’s “Overture to Le Nozze di Figaro,” 

Purcell’s “My Beloved Spake” and selections from 
Thompson’s “Frostiana.”
 Tickets are $15 per person and are available at 
the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce or on 
the Internet at www.amicco.org.
 For more information, call Dantia Gould at 941-
778-1880.
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CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

Islander introduces 
Heart Beat survey

 The Christmas holiday has passed. The new year 
has been ushered in. So now, yes, love is in the air.
 With Valentine’s Day approaching, The Islander
newspaper invites readers to participate in its first 
annual Heart Beat survey taking Islanders’ pulse on 
affairs of the heart.
 Please take a moment to complete our survey and 
return the form by noon Thursday, Jan. 31, to The 
Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217 
or 866-362-9821 (fax), submit online to lisaneff@
islander.org.

• Favorite love song: _________________________

__________________________________________

• Silliest love song: __________________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic spot on Anna Maria Island: ______

__________________________________________

• Most romantic time of day on the Island:  _______

__________________________________________

• Favorite romantic fi lm:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm line:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic era:  _________________________

• Sexiest era:  _______________________________

• Most romantic line of poetry: _________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic literature:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Best Valentine’s Day gift:  ___________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic dish/meal: ____________________

__________________________________________

• Favorite Valentine’s Day message:  ____________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic gesture:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• More romantic — Flowers or jewelry:  _________

__________________________________________

• Chocolate or wine:  _________________________

__________________________________________

• Best date spot:  ____________________________

If you’d like to tell us who you are:

Name:  ____________________________________

City:______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

      Watch for survey results in the Feb. 6 issue of The 
Islander.

BUTTERFLY BASHBUTTERFLY BASH
to benefi t The Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park
6-9pm • Friday • Feb. 8
St. Bernard Catholic Church Fellowship Hall
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach

Buffet Dinner • Cash Bar
Entertainment by The Blues Pig Band
Silent Auction
$20 donation per person

Tickets available at: Anna Maria Island Chamber and The Islander,  
Holmes Beach; Chapae, Anna Maria; Simply Put, Cortez and; KK’s 
ARTique, Longboat Key.

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

Island Gallery West features Tampa photographer

Island Gallery West’s featured artist in February 
is Richard Stewart, a Tampa-based photographer. 

Islander Photo: Courtesy Island Gallery West

 Island Gallery West’s featured artist for February 
is Richard Stewart, a Tampa-based photographer and 
artist whose digital interpretations of landscapes, beach 
scenes and other “captures” of natural beauty can be 
found in an increasing number of private, public and 
corporate art collections.
 An exhibitor at Island Gallery West for the past 
eight years, Stewart said he “uses the power of digital 
technology to stretch the envelope in art photography.” 
Strong optical and digital diffusion techniques and soft 
focus effects are often employed in his work.
 Stewart’s photographs are printed on watercolor 
paper and artist’s canvas using pigmented inks, which 
impart a painterly feeling.
 Well experienced in traditional photography 
and darkroom processing and printing, Stewart has 
embraced digital photography in recent years because 
of the wide range of creative options it offers — and the 
elimination of strong darkroom chemicals going down 
the drain into the environment.

 “To me, a fi ne art photograph starts with a compel-
ling image that captures the viewer’s imagination and 
evokes some feeling or emotion. Creating it involves 
controlling light and tonal values and eliminating ele-
ments that distract,” observed Stewart.
 “The digital realm offers much greater creative 
control than chemical-based photography. Today, I use 
computer tools to simulate the way I did things in the 
darkroom, but with many more creative and artistic 
options,” added the photographer.
 Stewart’s featured exhibit opens Friday, Feb. 1, and 
runs through the month at Island Gallery West, 5368 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
 For more information, call 941-778-6648.
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Holy Eucharists 
Sundays 7:30, 9 & 11am

Children’s Sunday School 9am
Rector’s Class 10:15am

Thursday 9:30am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9amwww.gloriadeilutheran.com

6608 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Holmes BeacH

778-1817All are welcome

Islander courts Island wedding tales
Two doves take fl ight — a tradition that takes place at the culmination of Island wedding vows.

 Did you say “I do” by the Gulf?
 Did you take your vows on Anna Maria Island?
 Do you have a memorable moment — funny, 
touching, romantic, horrifi c — to share about getting 
hitched in what the Island’s premiere wedding photog-
rapher, Jack Elka, has dubbed the “wedding capital of 
the world”?
 What happened in Las Vegas may stay in Las 
Vegas.
 But The Islander wants to know — and share — 

what happened at weddings on the Island.
 Please, share your stories and photographs.
 Write to “Taking the plunge,” via e-mail (preferred) 
to lisaneff@islander.org, or mail to The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217; or fax toll free 
to 1-866-362-9821.
 The deadline for submissions is Wednesday, Jan. 
30.
 Then watch for stories in The Islander edition 
of Feb. 6.

Lounge act: 
Islander to 

host cool fest
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Holmes Beach resident Rainer Scheer hopes his 
Chillounge concept becomes a sensation from coast to 
coast — as in Florida’s coasts.
 Scheer, who moved to Anna Maria Island about 
six years ago after frequent visits from Europe, is the 
owner of Design O’Fresco on historic Palm Avenue in 
Sarasota.
 As the proprietor of the gallery, he’s taken up the 
role of promoter of the downtown’s cultural character 
and urban atmosphere.
 From 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2, Scheer, 
with the support of dozens of sponsors and a number 
of Sarasota venues, will present the Chillounge Night 
to the public.
 “I had a vision,” Scheer said of his concept for the 
event. “Palm Avenue will be transformed into a mag-
nifi cent outdoor lounge.”
 The one-night event on Palm seems ambitious, with 
Scheer’s line of sophisticated outdoor furniture, smooth 
jazz, opera, fl amenco dancers, a Beau Monde boutique 
fashion show, cash bars, cuisine served by Roy’s Res-
taurant, Bonefi sh Grill, Ceviche, Caragiulio’s and Sol’s 
Catering and a Brazilian Samba parade.
 “It is something very different,” Scheer said, invit-
ing Islanders to attend and experience fi rst-hand his 
undertaking.
 Proceeds from the Chillounge Night will benefi t the 
Sarasota Conservation Foundation, which “strives to 
protect the environment, character and biodiversity of 
Sarasota County’s bays, beaches and barrier islands.”
 “For each sale ticket, they get a portion,” Scheer 
said of the $15 admission and its benefi t to the SCF.
 Scheer said his primary sponsor, Bacardi, has indi-
cated an interest in sponsoring other Chillounge nights 
in other Florida locales.
 He also spoke with Ed Chiles about an outdoor 
lounge night at Chiles’ Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring 
Ave., Anna Maria. The restaurant recently celebrated 
the opening of a new, expansive deck for outdoor dining 
and parties.
 “We could be there, watching the sunset,” Scheer 
said. “It’s a great concept and it’s such a great space on 
the Island.”
 For more information about Chillounge Night, go 
to www.chilloungenight.com or call 941-330-2411.

Chilling
Holmes Beach 

resident Rainer 
Scheer “chills” 
in his Sarasota 
gallery, Design 

O’Fresco. He is 
the promoter of 
the Chillounge 

Night, an open-
air club event 

Feb 2 in Sarasota 
that may come 

to Anna Maria.. 
Islander Photo: 

Courtesy Design 
O’Fresco

Eitman Guild’s February 
featured artist

 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island will feature 
the work of Bradenton artist Ginny Eitman in Febru-
ary.
  After retiring from the human resources depart-
ment of a screen- printing company in Cleveland, 
Eitman and her husband moved to Florida. She now 
works for the John and Mable Ringling Museum of 
Art. 
 A reception for Eitman will take place at 5:30 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 1, at the Guild Gallery, 5413 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. For more information, call 941-778-
6694.

Bridge Street to host 
outdoor market

 Bradenton Beach’s historic Bridge Street will serve 
as the staging area for a farmer’s market this season and 
organizers are now seeking vendors.
 The fi rst market day, coordinated by the Historic 
Bridge Street Merchants Association, will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
 Displays will include local and regional art and 
craft items, as well as locally grown plants, fl owers, 
fruits and vegetables from area farmers and suppli-
ers.
 Local chefs also will demonstrate how to incorpo-
rate fresh produce into daily cooking routines, accord-
ing to a news release from the association.
 In addition, there will be instruction on how to live 
greener lifestyles and buy organic foods.
 Additional market days — rain or shine — will take 
place Saturday, March 29, and Saturday, April 26.
 For more information about the market, including 
becoming a vendor, call 941-778-8705. 

Historical society seeks volunteers
 The Anna Maria Island Historical Society is seek-
ing volunteers to spend several hours a week at the 
AMIHS Museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 The nonprofi t organization is seeking seasonal and 
full-time residents to serve as docents in the museum 
and promote Island history.
 Also, AMIHS is again selling early settlers bread 
on Wednesdays at the museum.
 Museum hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday.
 For more information about volunteering, call 
AMIHS board member Betty Yanger at 941-778- 
1219.
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Notifi cation effort gets national notice

FYI on TIFF’s Initiative
 To register emergency contacts with the state 
of Florida and in connection with a driver’s license 
number, go to www.toinformfamiliesfi rst.com. 
All contact information is stored in the Florida 
Department of Motor Vehicles secure database 
and accessed only by law enforcement.

In her 
daughter’s 
name
Christine Olson 
talks with mem-
bers of the Rotary 
Club of Anna 
Maria Island about 
TIFF’s Initiative, 
the emergency noti-
fi cation campaign 
she helped launch 
following the death 
of her daughter in 
a motorcycle acci-
dent in December 
2005. “Time is cru-
cial,” Olson says. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A mother’s emergency notifi cation campaign is 
gaining notice with U.S. transportation offi cials and 
state lawmakers from coast to coast.
 Legislators in New Jersey, Ohio and California 
are considering bills to create emergency notifi cation 
systems similar to the To Inform Families First Initia-
tive, the Florida effort started by Bradenton resident 
Christine Olson.
 Heads of the U.S. Department of Transportation 
and National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration 
also have been invited to take a look at a national noti-
fi cation system modeled on TIFF’s Initiative.
 Olson, who works at the Rod & Reel Pier in Anna 
Maria, named the initiative for her daughter, Tiffi any 
Olson, 22, who died Dec. 7, 2005, in a traffi c acci-
dent.
 Olson never said goodbye to her daughter. Nor did 
the family of Tiffi any’s boyfriend, Dustin Wilder, who 
also died of injuries sustained in the accident.
 The accident took place at about 7 p.m. on U.S. 
19 near 49th Street in Palmetto. Tiffi any and Dustin 
were on a motorcycle passing through the intersection 
when an unlicensed driver, Angel Figueroa Muriel, ran 
a stop sign. Emergency offi cials quickly arrived on the 
scene.
 A newspaper report on the accident was put to 
bed by 11 p.m., but Olson remained unaware for sev-
eral hours that an accident involving her daughter had 
occurred.
 Olson’s son called her at about 11:30 p.m. and said 
he had received a call that Tiffi any was in an accident. 
She quickly went to Manatee Memorial Hospital, where 
she learned nothing from staff about her daughter’s 
condition or whereabouts.
 At about 1:30 a.m., she met with a Florida Highway 
Patrol offi cer in the hospital parking lot. “He showed 
up with an evidence bag,” Olson said. “And he said, 
‘She’s gone.’”
 Tiffi any’s body had already been removed to the 
morgue and Christine Olson would have to wait until 
the medical examiner’s offi ce opened in the morning 
to see her daughter.

 “What,” Olson said, “if she had been alive for any 
amount of time.”
 Olson mourned her daughter’s death and struggled 
through the court’s handling of the case against the 
driver of the vehicle that hit Tiffi any and Dustin. In 
December 2006, Muriel was sentenced to seven years 
in prison.
 Working with state Rep. Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, 
and the Children’s Memorial and Gardens Inc., Olson 
also waged a state campaign hoping others wouldn’t 
lose crucial moments with their loved ones.
 In her research, Olson learned that the National 

Association of Emergency Medicine estimates that it 
takes an average of six hours for a family member to 
be contacted following an incident. Her experience, 
she found to her horror, wasn’t unique in a tragedy but 
typical.
 Initially, Olson thought she’d need to amend the 
Florida statutes with a lobbying drive in Tallahassee. But 
then a simpler route became clear. Through the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles and 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, a program 
was created to attach emergency contact information to 
driver’s license numbers using the Driver And Vehicle 
Information Database (DAVID). Motorists can now go 
to www.toinformfamiliesfi rst.com to register in a pro-
cess that takes less than fi ve minutes.
 “We encourage all Floridians to take a few moments 
and input this vital information,” said Electra The-
odorides-Bustle, director of the DHSMV. “In the event 
of an unfortunate emergency, having this information 
readily at hand will allow law enforcement offi cials to 
quickly get in touch with those listed as a contact.”
 “We have almost a million registered,” Olson said 
last week, referring to motorists’ participation in the 
program, which has earned the state an international 
customer service award from the American Association 
of Motor Vehicle Administrators.
 Last week, Olson discussed the Florida program’s 
success with members of the Rotary Club of Anna 
Maria Island during a lunch meeting at the BeachHouse 
Restaurant.
 “That’s what has been taken from me,” she said, 
gesturing toward a photograph of her daughter.
 This year, legislation may be considered in Ohio, 
New Jersey and California. A few states — Louisiana, 
Illinois, Pennsylvania and Michigan — already have 
systems for next-of-kin notifi cation.
 A draft of the Ohio bill would require the state 
transportation bureau to “establish a database to notify 
the next of kin of people who are issued driver’s 
licenses.”
 The measure, introduced by Ohio state Sen. Keith 
Faber, already has had a second hearing in commit-
tees.
 “Word is spreading,” Olson said. 
 Olson, named The Islander’s “Islander of the Year” 
in January, is helping spread the word. This month she 
is preparing a mailing for nationwide distribution.
 “This is to go to governors, legislators, police, any-
body,” she said. “So I’m looking for help. I need people 
who know how to do this stuff.”
 Galvano fi rst wrote to federal offi cials in mid-De-
cember encouraging a national program. “My reason 
for contacting you is to ask for your support and assis-
tance in establishing this voluntary program nation-
ally through a collaboration of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, National Highway Traffi c and Safety 
Administration and law enforcement agencies,” Gal-
vano wrote to Transportation Secretary Mary Peters.
 As of last week, the transportation department had 
not responded, but a Galvano aide said a month’s wait 
isn’t a long time for the federal government.
 Olson would like to see new programs at the state 
and national level be called TIFF’s Initiative.
 “Her name stands for it all,” Olson said. “She’s in 
my brain every second.”

Mardi Gras merriment
The hall was packed during the St. Bernard Catholic Church Council of Catholic Women Guild Mardi Gras 
luncheon and fashion show Jan. 24. The event took place in the church hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Mardi Gras falls on Feb. 5 this year. For more information about the group, call 941-761-9278. 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Sisters Cele Van-
Winkle and Kath-
leen Horohoe, co-

chairs of the Mardi 
Gras luncheon and 
fashion show at St. 

Bernard Catholic 
Church Jan. 24, 

deliver a welcome.
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet  

Includes Dessert $9.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

THE BAGEL SHOP 6am-2pm 
Mon.-Fri.

6am-1pm Sat.
6:30am-1pm Sun.

941-795-2360
5917 Manatee Avenue West

Pebble Springs Plaza Bradenton
(Formerly Manhattan Bagel)

P

LUNCH 
SPECIAL

$659

Any sandwich*
Plus chips and medium 
fountain drink or coffee.

Now thru Feb. 5 *Excludes Lox sandwich

Crafts and creatures
Wildlife Inc.’s David Sadkin and Ed Straight, as well as some feathered associates welcome visitors to the 12th 
annual Anna Maria Island Arts and Crafts Show in Holmes Beach Jan. 26. The event, held on the fi eld near 
Holmes Beach City Hall Saturday and Sunday, provided shoppers a choice of collections from 12 states, as well 
as learn about the Island-based Wildlife Inc. Education and Rehabilitation Center. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Privateers plan 
Thieves Markets

 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will hold a 
Thieves Market at Coquina Beach from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9.
 Additional markets will take place Saturdays, 
March 8 and April 12, also opening at 8 a.m.
 Organizer Michelle “Tink” Delibert said the market 
this month was “our best January market ever. Hope-
fully our last three will be as successful.”
 The organization, which holds the markets to raise 
money for its community programs and youth scholar-
ships, is seeking vendors to sell collectibles, antiques, 
crafts and concessions.
 For more information about shopping and selling 
at the market, call Delibert at 727-214-8903, or e-mail 
michelle.delibert@verizon.net.
 For more information about the Privateers, go to 
www.amiprivateers.org.

Art center to host dinner
 The Longboat Key Club Harbourside is the site of 
the En Plein Aire Affair benefi ting the Longboat Key 
Center for the Arts.
 The event will take place from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23.
 Five artists — Sue Lynn Cotton, Jack Nolan, Herbie 
Rose, Ken Snyder and Doug Teller — will create water-
color paintings.
 Also, the event will include dinner, dancing and a 
live auction of the paintings.
 Events coming up at the center, 6860 Longboat 
Drive S., include:
 • Jazz in the Gallery at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 5, 
and featuring Greg Nielsen The Foot Note Jazz Band.
 • Exhibit receptions from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 10.
 • A Longboat Key Club exhibit in the Durante Gal-
lery from Feb. 1 through Feb. 17.
 • “Beyond Ink & Glue,” a Judy Lyons Schneider 
exhibit in the Glen Gallery from Jan. 30 through Feb. 
20.
 For more information and admission costs, call the 
center at 941-383-2345.

Writers group to meet
 The Gulf Coast Writers group will meet Monday, 
Feb. 4, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The meeting, featuring artist and author Jolie Bell, 
will take place at 1:15 p.m.
 For more information, call Nancy Colcord at 941-
778-7631.

Obituaries
Leona ‘Lee’ P. Callen

 Leona “Lee” P. Callen, 91, of Anna Maria, died 
Jan. 23. 
 Born in Dixonville, Pa., Mrs. Callen moved to Anna 
Maria in 1978 from Kew Gardens, N.Y. She worked for 
the Sperry Gyroscope Co. during World War II. 
 A celebration of her life will be held at a later date. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Tidewell Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, 3355 26th St. W., Bradenton 
FL. Kicliter Funeral Home, Palmetto, is in charge of 
arrangements.
 She is survived by husband of 57 years Edwin J.; 
sister Louise Laing of Bayshore, N.Y., son James J. and 
wife Cathy of Clarks Sumitt, Pa.; sister-in-law Louise 
Laing of Bayshore, N.Y.; grandchildren H. Lee and 
wife Pamela Diers; Jamie J. and wife Meghan, Michael 
C., Ryan E.; Kevin T., Daniel P., and Matthew L.; great-
grandchildren Brian Diers, Sean Diers, Gus Diers and 
Joushua Diers, Brenna Rose; and great-great-grandchil-
dren Lukas and Christopher Lee Diers. 

Dr. Mary Gray 
Holderman 
Creamer

 Dr. Mary Gray Holderman 
Creamer, 85, of Anna Maria, 
died Jan. 20.
 Born in Lake Alfred, Fla., Dr. 
Creamer moved to Manatee 
County in 1999 from Lake-

land. She was a retired anesthesiologist who practiced 

at Lakeland Regional Medical Center. She attended St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, Holmes Beach, and was an 
active member of Anna Maria Island Rotary Club. 
 Memorial services were Jan. 25 at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Anna Maria Island Rotary Club in care of 
Ed Misner, treasurer, P.O. Box 4335, Anna Maria FL 
34216. Griffi th-Cline Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.
 She is survived by her companion Ned Perkins; 
sons Michael of Pacifi c Palisades, Calif., and James of 
Lakeland; daughters Mary Antonia of Lakeland, and 
Anne of San Jose, Calif.; and grandchildren Andrew 
Theodore and Elizabeth.

Heath James Grimes
 Heath James Grimes, 32, of Gruver, Texas, died 
Jan. 5.
 Born in Dumas, Texas, Mr. Grimes lived in Dalhart, 
Texas, until moving to Houston, then to the Texas Pan-
handle in the 1990s. He had a passion for cooking. 
 Memorial services were Jan. 8 in Dalhart. 
 He is survived by parents Johnny and Nell of Dal-
hart and Emily and Brent Thompson of Ellenton, who 
is an Anna Maria public works staff member; brothers 
Joseph of Cypress, Texas, Delaney and wife Kelly of 
Sugar Land, Texas, Daniel and wife Lesli of Amarillo, 
Texas; sisters Shelley and husband Chris Goodson of 
Dalhart, April and husband Shane Goodson of Gruver, 
Chris and husband Ronnie Phillips of Atlanta, Ga.; and 
Michael, Johnny, Walt, Dee Dee and Connie Bolton, 
Patty Garcia, Michelle Helm, Amy Thompson and Jerry 
Lynn.

Dr. Mary Creamer
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

TheBag Lady Just ask 
for me - 

I’ll be the bag 
behind

the counter!

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
761-0607 

722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 
We have all the famous 
designer names!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-07071002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat
Located in the Historic East Antiques Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!District- park and walk to area stores!

Outdoor Antique Market
8am-2pm • Sun • Feb. 10

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

RRRRRRRetro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Vintage Clothes 

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Prom Dresses

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Wedding Dresses 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

Jan. 30-Feb. 5: Tiki and Kitty special savings event at Picture 
Perfect Home Shop, 3202 Cortez Road W., Bradenton. Mention 
Tiki and Kitty to receive 20 percent off in-store merchandise. 
Feb. 2: Friends of Island Library used book sale.
Feb. 2-3: Longboat Key Market Monthly Art & Crafts show, 
Whitney Beach Plaza.
Feb. 9: Privateer Thieves Market, Coquina Beach.
Feb. 10: Historic East Manatee Antique District outdoor 
market, 1002 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton.
Feb.10: Ginny’s Gigantic Flea Market in the lot across from the Old 
IGA in Anna Maria.

55555555::::: TTTTTTTTTTTTTiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiikkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkii aannnndddd KKKKiiiittttttttyyyy ssssppppeeeecccciiiiaaaallll ssssaaaavvvviiiinnnnggggssss  eeeevvvveeeennnntttt  aaaatttt PPPPiiiiccccttttuuurree 
e SShhoopp, 33220022 CCoorrtteezzz RRRooaaddd WW., BBraddeennttoonn.. MMeennttttiiiiiiiooooooonnnnnnnn 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Charms of Leffi ngwellCharms of Leffi ngwell is tucked 

away in Ellenton, just off the main drag, yet the quaint shop feels a million miles 
away from the hustle and bustle of Highway 301. Immediately visible is the 
loving restoration by owners Bobbie and Harry McGraw of their century-old 

Victorian home, which sets the scene for an amazing collection of antiques and 
treasures in the shop. A relaxing wrap-around porch lined with rockers and a 

lovely garden area dotted with wrought iron and other outdoor items greets you 
as you pull up to the shop — captivating you before you have even entered.

 Inside you will fi nd Bobbie welcoming you, giving you some history 
on the house and ready to help you fi nd the perfect piece. Bobbie’s elegant and 
friendly manner adds to the special ambiance of Charms of Leffi ngwell and 
her recently opened tea room allows her to showcase another of her talents — 
fresh-baked delicate goodies and tea lunches. 
 Charms of Leffi ngwell is a special place to shop, nibble and just be. 
You’ll fi nd yourself wandering from room to room, upstairs and downstairs 
admiring the antiques, soaking in the ambiance and relishing your visit, and 
looking forward to a return.

Furniture and Unique Home Décor 

611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton 
Tuesday-Sunday • 941-749-1166 

In the historic East Manatee Shopping District

CONSIGNMENT 
FURNISHINGS 

Now Accepting Consignments 

Streetlife
Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 Jan. 22, 1000 Gulf Drive N., possession of Tipping Wood Sherl

Holmes Beach youth, two others arrested for shooting spree
criminal mischief and conspiracy to commit criminal 
mischief. Tipping was further charged with two counts 
of contributing to the delinquency of a minor for sup-
plying the pellet gun.
 Mike Quinn, publisher of NewsManatee.com and 
crime news partner of The Islander contributed to this 
report.

 Three young men bought a pellet gun and pro-
ceeded to shoot out windows of some 50 vehicles 
in a spree that took them from Sports Authority to 
McDonald’s to the Palma Sola Causeway, before they 
were arrested.
 Bradenton Police arrested Jameson Tipping, 

18, of Holmes Beach, Joseph Wood III, 17, of 
Bradenton, and Stephen Sherl, 17, of Tampa after 
the three youths shot 50 vehicles with a pellet 
gun, causing approximately $8,000 in damages.
 According to the police report, two of the teens 
went Jan. 4 to the Sports Authority store in Bradenton, 

where they purchased a pellet gun.
 They then met the third suspect at the 
McDonald’s restaurant at 3631 Cortez 
Road W., where they allegedly hatched a 
plan to shoot out windows of vehicles.
 Police say they then shot out windows 
and damaged about 50 vehicles along the 
Palma Sola Causeway in the next few 
hours.
 The three young men were arrested 
Jan. 24 and each was charged with felony 
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRRR
a

ssss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	

 ���������������
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� CuriositiesCuriosities

������ �� 	

 ������� �������

5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the best in 
home furnishings and 
accessories with a funky, 
swanky fl air!swanky fl air!

And mark your 
      calendar for our...

Gigantic Flea Market
February 10th!

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi,  I’m Jane E.  Visit my Bakery,  
Internet Cafe and Smoothie Bar for 
something yummy in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell: In a Nutshell: 
Charms of Leffingwell 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave., Ellenton 
10-5 Wed-Sat • Noon-5 Sun 

(Other times by chance or appointment)

941-725-6563941-725-6563

Tiki bonds with Charms owner Bobbie McGraw in 
the tearoom. Bobbie’s energetic, positive personality 
makes shopping at Charms a special experience. 

Tiki fi nds some cool brooches on a dress form. Charms 
of Leffi ngwell is full of delightful treasures of all sizes. 

Step right up, shoppers! Mosey up the path up onto the 
porch of the lovingly restored Victorian house that is 
home to Charms of Leffi ngwell.

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

*sale excludes December Diamonds, Cactus, Focus and Swimwear.

STOCK UP FOR 
CHRISTMAS 2008!
50% TO70%OFF
 all Christmas Merchandise

Great Gifts
• San Francisco
  Music Boxes
• Nightlights
• Candles
• Fairies
• Dolls, Bears
• Potpourri
  and more!

Casual to Dressy Fashions
• French Dressing
  Jeanswear
• Cactus,  Focus
• Purses, Sandals
• Accessories
• Swimsuits for 
  all ages, shapes
  and sizes!

UP TO 50% OFF 
VARIOUS GIFTS

UP TO 70% OFF 
LOTS OF FASHIONS

NEW 

ARRIVALS 

DAILY

sale40% off
VARIOUS GIFTS 
AND DOLLS!40% off

50% off ALL CLOTHING! 
ACCESSORIES!
VARIOUS GIFTS!

Women’s! 

Men’s! 

Children’s!

3 days only   Tues,  Wed, Thurs  May 8, 9, 10 

GET-ACQUAINTED

You’ll be 

tickled pink at 

our selection!

*FREE WITH $10 PURCHASE $1 OFF FISH AND CHIPS

4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442 • At the Manatee Public Beach

BEACH SHOPT
H
E

 INVITES YOU TO COME IN AND CHECK OUT 
                       OUR GREAT SELECTION OF 
                   FASHIONS AND GIFTS!

YOU’LL BE TICKLED YOU’LL BE TICKLED 
PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!

Fashions from 
Cruisewear to Beachwear

plus jewelry, hats, shoes, purses
and Great Gifts for everyone!

Tide and MoonTide and Moon  
Gift Shoppe 

Located inside Club Bamboo Located inside Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 2502 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton 

Beach • 941.778.4050Beach • 941.778.4050
Open Daily • Parking available in back and across streetOpen Daily • Parking available in back and across street

“Where Where fi nefi ne meets meets funkyfunky” 
Specializing in custom and 

handmade sterling silver jewelry.
Look for the 

cute blue cottage!
Open 10-4ish, Tues.-Sat.

3202 Cortez Rd. W., Bradenton 
941-755-0400

Picture icture Perfecterfect 
Art • Furniture • Lamps 

Gifts • Decorating Services

20% off in-stock items when 
you mention this ad.

controlled substance. Officers observed a vehicle 
that did not have a functioning tag light. A request 
to search the vehicle was denied, and officers 
requested a K-9 officer from the Manatee County 
Sheriff ’s Office to respond. The dog indicated 
there were drugs, a search of the vehicle took 
place, and cocaine and cannabis were discovered 
and Thomas Joseph Brown, 25, was arrested on 
drug charges.

Holmes Beach
 Jan. 20, 5300 block Sunrise Lane, trespass. 
Offi cers responded to a complaint of a man in the 
victim’s yard. Offi cers found the subject eating an 
orange that he had taken from a tree from the yard. 
The complainant said she did not wish to press 
charges against the man, who said he was home-
less, for taking the orange, but did request trespass 
charges. He was taken by taxi to the Salvation Army 
in Bradenton. 

Center to host watercolor, 
design programs

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center will 
host artist Joye Moon in a watercolor workshop 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 26.
 The fee is $55 for members and $60 for non-
members. Early registration is required and attend-
ees are asked to bring their own paints, brushes 
and canvas to the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 The Center also will host a “Basics of Interior 
Design” course taught by local designer Bettina 
Sego.
 The fee-based course will be from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, Feb. 6-27. 
 For more information, call Center adult pro-
gram coordinator Sandee Pruett at 941-778-1908.

Middle school to collect 
electronics

 The Martha B. King Middle School Environmental 
Club will collect unwanted working electronics Satur-
day, Feb. 2.
 The goal of the club’s campaign is to keep unwanted 
but operational electronics — computers, monitors, cell 
phones and televisions — out of landfi lls.
 Items will be collected from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
school parking lot, 600 75th St. NW., Bradenton.
 Organizers emphasized that the Hands On Recy-
cling Company will wipe computer hard drives to 
“Department of Defense standard” before the electron-
ics are put on the market.
 Hands On also will pay the school club for each prod-
uct, as well as provide a certifi cate detailing the total number 
of pounds the club collected for the recycling market. 
 For more information, call Hands On Recycling at 
727-251-9367.
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7am-5:30pm daily
breakfast • lunch • early bird

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  565-0683

Pot Roast 
Sundays! 

11am-5:30pm

$6.99
Sauteed Dishes $7.99

daily 2-5:30pm
All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Ristorante Italiano 

On The Water

Lunch – Under $10 
11-2:30 M-F
Sunday Champagne Brunch – 
 $16.95  – begins January
Dinner Every Night, 5pm 
until close
Always Happy Hour!

O

6814 Gulf of Mexico Dr. • Longboat Key6814 Gulf of Mexico Dr. • Longboat Key
Whitney Beach Plaza • 941-383-2590Whitney Beach Plaza • 941-383-2590

Chef Carl presents: 

PRIME RIB 
Every Wednesday! 
10-oz. for $19.95 

Reservations Important
941.383.2590

DINNER 
5pm ‘til close every night

Look for the lights of…

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too

Closed Mon + Tue Till Mid Dec.

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

Reach more than 
20,000 people 

weekly with your 
ad –for as little as 

$12!

778-7978

www.islander.org

Holmes Beach veteran saw 
two wars, one confl ict

 Holmes Beach resident Sol Weinberg remembers 
Dec. 7, 1941, like it was yesterday.
 “I was down at the pool hall in the Bronx shooting 
pool with some friends when we heard the news on the 
radio. The fi rst thing I thought was ‘I got to get in the 
Army.’”
 But Sol was only 16 years old and the U.S. Army 
would have to wait until he graduated from high school 
and turned 18.
 Most of his high school pals had similar thoughts, 
that they should wait until they were of age before they 
joined up. 
 Sol recalled that few people in his neighborhood 
really thought a war was coming.
 “It just surprised us. My parents never talked about 
the world situation and I was just 16 without too many 
worries.”
 In January 1943, two months before he turned 18, 
Sol signed up with the U.S. Army Air Corps, or at least 
that’s what he thought he was joining.
 He was called for duty that March and remembers 
the train ride to Texas quite well.
 “I told everyone not to worry, that I had signed for 
the air corps and this train was obviously taking us to 
an air base for training.”
 Sol got quite a surprise when he stepped off the 
train in Texas, where a newly-minted second lieutenant 
quickly informed the group that they were at an infantry 
training center and they were now in the infantry.
 “I had a hard time living that one down with the 
guys,” said Sol with a laugh.
 “When we were training with live machine guns 
fi ring at us, the guys would say ‘Sol, this is some air 
corps.’”
 It was the infantry, not the glamorous air corps, 
and in the summer of 1943, Sol and his pals completed 
basic training and were shipped to North Africa to join 
the 135th infantry regiment, part of the 34th Infantry 
Division. The fi ghting in North Africa, however, had 

Sol Weinberg as a captain in the U.S. Army while 
stationed in Korea.

ended by the time Sol joined the regiment.
 He missed the North Africa campaign, but he didn’t 
miss the Italian invasion.
 The division landed near Naples in September, just 
a few days after the initial Allied invasion of Italy at 
Salerno, an invasion that nearly failed.
 Sol was assigned to a mortar platoon as a combat 
infantryman and quickly found out why Italy was such 
a tough “nut to crack.”
 Italy was nothing but hills and rivers and the Ger-
mans held positions high in the hills overlooking the 
rivers. The Allies had to cross the rivers out in the open, 
then fi ght up the hills.
 “It was tough going, to say the least,” said Sol. 
“And it was always raining.”
 It was also a campaign where the Allies were con-
stantly on the attack for a few feet of real estate upon a 
God-forsaken hill. A lot of guys in his company didn’t 
make it.
 But Sol believes someone was looking out for him 
the day a German fi ghter pilot went on the attack.
 “I ran across the road to a gully and he saw me and 
turned around and came in. I remember thinking that 

if I hadn’t moved, he wouldn’t have spotted me and I 
wouldn’t be in such a tight spot.”
 The bullets from the German plane spattered the 
ground all around him as he lay prone in the gully, some 
just a few inches away. But all of them missed.
 Another time, his squad was perched on a moun-
tain terrace when the Germans fi red off some of their 
dreaded 88-mm artillery at them.
 “I never heard the rounds coming in. When I came 
to, everyone in the squad but me and another guy had 
either been killed or wounded. A lot of good buddies 
didn’t make it that day,” remembered Sol with a far-
away look. “I was just lucky.”
 In January 1944, Sol got sent back to Naples for a 
few days of rest and relaxation. When he returned to 
the frontlines, he learned that his foxhole buddy had 
been killed by artillery. If Sol had not taken the R&R, 
he’d have been in the same foxhole.
 “It was a very distressing time,” he said quietly.
 After months in the freezing rain and snow of Italy, 
Sol eventually developed a severe case of trenchfoot 
and ordered bank to a hospital with a severe case of 
trenchfoot and was sent to a fi eld hospital in the rear 
area. His feet and toes turned black. For some strange 
and lucky reason, he never had to have anything ampu-
tated.
 But the trenchfoot was so acute, he was fi rst sent to 
Naples to recuperate, then to North Africa and fi nally 
back to the United States in mid-1944. He ended up at 
the White Sulphur Springs hospital in West Virginia, 
where it took him another year to recover.
 By mid-1945, the war in Europe had ended and Sol 
was assigned to a hospital on Staten Island, where he 
worked as a supply clerk.
 As the war drew to a close, he was offered the 
chance at a promotion to sergeant, but he had to re-
enlist. Sol politely declined, he said, but the Army had 
gotten in his blood.
 After his discharge in January 1946, he took advan-
tage of his G.I. benefi ts and enrolled at the University 
of California, Berkeley, where he majored in business 
administration. In his junior year, he enrolled in the 
Army Reserve Offi cer’s Training Corps (ROTC) and 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in June 1950 
when he graduated.
 “Of course, the Korean War had just started and 
I fi gured I would be sent to Korea with all the other 
offi cers and especially with my combat experience.”
 But it was not to be.

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

Continental 
Bistro

SARASOTA
ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5 p.m.
HAPPY HOUR 5-6:30 2-for-1 wine and beer

 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
LIVE JAZZ  Vocalist Diane Linscott 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday nights.
Bob Santi on piano Saturday night.

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Bring your “Sweetie” for a WOW! Valentine’s Night 
.... Reservations are a must …

Reserve for Valentine’s Day!Reserve for Valentine’s Day!

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

7702
9994999 1-7

TTTTTTTTTTuuuesss --SSSSSSSat 7:

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Reservations Recommended – call 761-4961III

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
at The Iron Skillet

Specials include: 
Crab and Shrimp Bisque • Prime Rib 
• Surf & Turf – Filet Mignon and 
Crab-Stuffed Lobster Tail • Calamari 
• Crispy Chicken Nicole • Mushroom 
& Boursin Strudel

Beer, Wine and Champagne 

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

11am-8pm Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm Fri & Sat • Closed Sun
8799 Cortez Road W. • 941-795-4898

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED i [ r

BRADENTON & 
THE ISLANDS

DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING

       DELIVERY-

Daily Specials!
Wed: Boliché
Thurs: Bistek Empanisado 

Fri: Paellá

$10.95

Come by boat - Marker #49 and No Wake sign
4628 119th St. W., Cortez, FL 

941-798-2035 • WWW.BAYSIDEBANQUETHALL.COM

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm 

every Monday!
Live music begins at 5:30
Dance by the Fireside

Enjoy beautiful sunsets!

Complimentary Food!

cash only • sorry, no 
credit/debit cards

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Today, Sol 
Weinberg and 
his wife Inge 
relax in their 
Holmes Beach 
condominium 
where they 
spend the 
winter months 
away from 
Pennsylva-
nia. Islander 
Photo: Rick 
Catlin

Greatest Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

 The Army, in its wisdom, decided Sol needed train-
ing in the quartermaster corps, and following that train-
ing, he was sent to Germany.
 “I still thought there was a good possibility I would 
go to Korea, but I didn’t complain about Germany.” 
Indeed, it was a fortuitous assignment.
 In May 1951, while attending a dance at the offi -
cer’s club in Graffenburg, he met his future wife, Inge. 
She was a German national who had just been hired by 
the Army’s signal corps.
 “We started dating and eventually wanted to get 
married, but the Army said I wasn’t allowed to get mar-
ried until six months before I returned to the states.”
 Finally, however, that day came and he and Inge 
got married in Regensburg, her hometown.
 From Germany, Sol went to the 11th Airborne Divi-
sion in Kentucky, where he qualifi ed as a paratrooper. 
He had heard the 11th was heading for Germany and 
he wanted to go back.
 Instead, he got sent to duty in Korea and was not 
allowed to bring Inge.
 After Korea, he was assigned to Yokohama in 
Japan, where he was the commanding offi cer of the 
petroleum supply company, the people who gave out 
all the gas and oil to U.S. forces in the Far East. It was 
also a duty where he was allowed to bring Inge.
 After another assignment in Germany and a second 
tour of Korea, Sol arrived in Vietnam in 1967 just 
before the Tet offensive began. It was not a good time 
to be in the Army in Vietnam, he recalled.
 “Let’s just say I had a lot of close calls in Viet-
nam and leave it at that,” he said, preferring to remain 
modest about the many medals he was given by the 
Army for service in Italy, Korea and Vietnam.
 He recalled living at the Rex Hotel in Saigon when 
the Viet Cong sent a few rockets into the hotel. No 
one was injured, but the offi cers who lived there began 
doing their own guard duty.
 Field grade offi cers such as Sol would walk around 
the hotel with loaded rifl es and pistols. It was funny to 
see so many senior offi cers performing a duty usually 
reserved for privates.
 While driving around Saigon, Sol learned to drive 

with one hand and have his .45-caliber pistol cocked 
and ready in the other hand. A mysterious lady known 
as “Tiger Lily” was driving around Saigon on a motor-
scooter shooting American offi cers and Sol was taking 
no chances.
 He retired from the Army in 1971 after 24 years of 
service, then went to work for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in various departments. At the age of 65, 
he retired again and attended Dickinson Law School. 
Following graduation, he became a deputy district 
attorney in Pennsylvania after graduation. He was the 
oldest person to ever graduate from the school.
 He and Inge fi rst came to Anna Maria Island in 
1977.
 “I remember falling in love with this Island as we 
were driving across the bridge,” said Sol.
 They purchased a condominium at Westbay Point 
and Moorings and spend winters in Holmes Beach and 
summers in either Pennsylvania or Germany.
 Sol is the fi rst to tell you he was no hero, despite the 
awards and medals bestowed on him by the Army.

 “I was defi nitely no hero. The heroes are still over 
there. Heroes do extraordinary things. I didn’t do any-
thing but my duty. And I was defi nitely lucky to make 
it back from Italy and Vietnam. I’m not sure why or 
how, but I survived.
 “And I’m proud of my service and I’d do it all over 
again if I could. I most proud of my combat infantry-
man badge. 
 “And to this day, I still think of the guys who didn’t 
come back. They are the heroes.”
 Just another quiet member of the Greatest Genera-
tion.
 “The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II 
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please, 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.
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778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANTTARRATERRRESTAURAANNT
Stone crabs 

are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6
Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9:30

IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

COME CELEBRATE THE SUPERBOWL!
$1.50 DRAFT BEER

$3.00 WELL DRINKS AND HOUSE WINE!

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Subscribe to the “best news!” 
941 778-7978, www.islander.org

Wednesday, Jan. 30
 8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 
Key Chamber of Commerce hosts a breakfast meet-
ing at the chamber offi ce, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key. Information: 941-383-2466.
 10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Flor-
ida Sarasota-Manatee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning 
speaker series features historian Jeffery Moates at the 
Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. Information: 
941-359-4296.

Friday, Feb. 1
 9:30 a.m. — Church Women United meets at Long-
boat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Long-
boat Key, for a human rights celebration. Information: 
941-778-6483.
 10 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop on 
making seashell gourds. Information and registration: 
941-778-2099.

3 p.m. to 5 p.m. — The Friends of the Island Library 
host a members-only a preview of the Friends Book 
Sale at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

5:30 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria 
Island holds a reception for February’s featured artist, 
Ginny Eitman, at the Guild Gallery, 5413 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6694.
 6 p.m. — The Dancing Crane Gallery, 1019 10th 
Ave. W., Bradenton, hosts an exhibition, “Goddesses 
and Nudes,” featuring the work of Islander Lolly Owens 
and others. Information: 941-744-1333.

Saturday, Feb. 2
9 a.m. to noon — King Middle School’s environ-

mental club holds an electronic collection cleanup day. 
People are invited to bring their old electronics to the 
school parking lot for donation from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Information: 727-251-9367.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Friends of the Island 
Library holds the Friends Book Sale at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341.
 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. — the Magic of Manatee Sweet 
Adelines annual show takes place at the Neel Perform-
ing Arts Center on the MCC Campus in Bradenton. 
Information and tickets: 941-794-0218.
 4:15 p.m. — The South Florida Museum, 201 10th 
St. W., Bradenton, hosts “The March of the Penguins” 
during a Night at the Museum Family Adventure.” 
Information: 941-746-4131.

Sunday, Feb. 3
 2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community 
Center hosts the U.S. Air Force Reserve Band in a 
free concert. Tickets are available on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis. Information: 941-778-1908.

6 p.m. — The Super Bowl takes place in Arizona 
with the kickoff at 6:18 p.m. It will be televised on the 
Fox Network.

Monday, Feb. 4
1:15 p.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers group will 

meet at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7631.

7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken 
Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota, hosts a lecture — “The 
Macro World of Indonesia” — with author and photog-
rapher Stan Waterman. Information: 941-388-4441.

Tuesday, Feb. 5
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 

for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. The speaker is 
Rick Puckett of Times Financial talking about chari-
table giving. Information: 941-778-1880.
 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Longboat Key Cocktail 
Lounge, 6850 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, 
hosts a benefi t jewelry show with free appetizers and 
Happy Hour drink prices. Proceeds benefi t the Center 
for Great Apes. Information: 941-383-7180.

Wednesday, Feb. 6
 11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce hosts a luncheon at the Sun House Restau-
rant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. Information: 
941-778-1541.

2 p.m. — The Friends of the Island Library present 
a program with Mark Wayman of Island Kayak Tours at 
the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

Ongoing:
 • The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island features 
the work Bradenton artist Ginny Eitman in February. 
Information: 941-778-6694.
 • Island Gallery West’s featured artist for February 
is Richard Stewart, a Tampa-based photographer and 
artist. The gallery is at 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6648.
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria hosts 
Jean Blackburn’s “Myakka Series: New Work,” an 
exploration of the Myakka River in photographs and 
oil paintings. 
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community 
Center, 103 23rd St. N., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. 
on Thursdays through March. Information: 941-778-
1915.
 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday 
of the month at the Martinique North condominium in 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE

The river and the work
Artist and naturalist Jean Blackburn talks about her work and its connection to the Myakka River during the open-
ing of her one-woman show, “Myakka Series: New Work” at the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria Jan. 27. The 
exhibit, presented by gallery owner Rhea Chiles, will continue through March 28. A share of proceeds from “New 
Work” sales will benefi t Myakka River Conservancy and the Friends of the Myakka River. The gallery is open 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. For more information, call 941-778-1906. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JAN 29-FEB 5

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1 LTR$1899$1999 
Absolut Kahlua

750
ML

3232 East Bay Drive 3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens Next to Walgreens 

778-7878778-7878

Superbowl Specials! Superbowl Specials! 
$5 off$5 off  
Party Platters Party Platters 
and 3-ft. Subs! and 3-ft. Subs! 
1/30/08-2/5/081/30/08-2/5/08

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 2-05-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Tuesday-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Superbowl Party Seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B4B44B44B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B444B44B4B4B44BB44B4444B44BBBBB444B4

6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 
795-3900 or 800-741-4390 • 9-6 Mon - Fri • 9:30-12:30 Sat
Fantasy Travel

We have last minute cruise 
deals available. If you can 
run off at the last minute 
you can get great rates – a 
touchdown and after point 
for you! 
Call today for SUPER 
last minute pricing. 

Score some GREAT 
last minute deals! 

• The Islander will pay $50 to the person with the correct or closest game-winning score for the Feb. 3 Super Bowl game.  • All entries must be postmarked or hand delivered to the 
newspaper offi ce by noon Saturday, Feb. 2.  • In the event of a tie, a winner will be drawn from tying entries. The decision of The Islander football judge is fi nal.  • All entries must be 
submitted on the published form or a copy of the form. Be sure to include your name, address and phone number.  • Only one entry per person. Mail or deliver to The Islander •  5404 
Marina Drive, Island Shopping Center, Holmes Beach FL 34217 • 941-778-7978

• Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ • • • 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Phone _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ____

SUPER BOWL XLII
$50 Prize! Giants____ vs Patriots ____

the “Surf Clubhouse,” 5300 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria, sells Early Settlers bread on 
Wednesdays at the museum. Information: 941-778-
0492.
 • Through April 27, the South Florida Museum, 201 
10th St. W., hosts “John J. Audubon: Birds of Florida,” 
a selection of rare and valuable Audubon works of art 
and artifacts. Information: 941-746-4131.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes 
for adults and children Mondays through Saturdays, 
including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The 
Center also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycen-
ter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island 
Contract Bridge Group plays at the Roser Memorial 
Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Infor-
mation: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 
a.m., the widowed persons support group meets at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the 
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Braden-
ton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 941-794-
3489.
 • On Tuesdays at noon, duplicate bridge is played 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Mag-

nolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908, or 
www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts 
meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Information: 
941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth 
and 14th streets west and Ninth and 17th avenues west 
in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst Fridays 
and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-
8056.

Coming up:
 • On Feb. 7, the Anna Maria Island Historical Soci-
ety hosts a Jazz Fest at the Anna Maria Island Commu-
nity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0492.
 • On Feb. 8, a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island 
Butterfl y Park — the Butterfl y Bash — takes place 
at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On Feb. 8, the Anna Maria Island Art League, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, hosts a reception 
for Helen Romeike-Wisniewski’s one-woman show. 
Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On Feb. 10, the Anna Maria Wedding Merchants 
Association hosts an Islandwide wedding trade fair. 
Information: 941-778-8705.

Save the date
 • On Feb. 14, the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island presents the annual Sweetheart Dance at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center. Information: 
941-778-1383.
 • On Feb. 16, the American Legion Post 24, 2000 
75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts a variety show. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.
 • Feb. 16-17, the Holmes Beach Butterfly Art 
and Craft Festival takes place at Holmes Beach City 
Hall fi eld, 5801 Marina Drive. Information: 352-344-
0657.
 • On Feb. 17 at 2 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-

munity Chorus and Orchestra presents its opera concert 
— featuring selections from “La Traviata” — at Cros-
spointe Fellowship, 8605 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-8585.
 • On Feb. 19, Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 
Ken Thompson Pkwy, Sarasota, hosts a volunteer 
recruitment coffee. Information: 941-388-4441, ext. 
438.
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center holds its annual auction and dinner — an Affaire 
to Remember — at the Center. Information: 941-778-
1908.
 • On Feb. 23, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants 
Association hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers 
Market.
 • On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its annual fashion show at the Bra-
denton Country Club. Information: 941-778-1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical 
Society hosts Heritage Days at the museum, 402 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League 
presents Springfest, an arts and crafts show, at the 
Holmes Beach City Hall Field. Information: 941-778-
2099.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center presents its annual 
Tour of Homes benefi t. Information: 941-778-1908.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. 
Please include time, date and location of the event and 
a contact number and e-mail address. The deadline for 
submissions is at least one week prior to the Wednes-
day publication date. Remember, the sooner you submit 
your notice, the sooner The Islander can announce the 
event.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Jan 30-- *5:24 1.9 — — — — — —
 Jan 31-- 4:35 1.8 — — — — — —
 Feb 1-- *6:27 1.9 2:23 -0.4 — —  — —
 Feb 2-- *7:36 1.9 3:22 -0.5 — — — —
 Feb 3-- *8:39 2.0 4:10 -0.6 — — — —
 Feb 4-- *12:54 1.1 4:51 -0.7 9:31 2.1 2:53 1.0
 Feb 5-- *12:55 1.1 5:25 -0.7 10:18 2.2 3:49 1.0 
 Feb 6-- *12:58 1.1 5:55 -0.7 11:02 2.2 4:38 0.8

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

More Sarasota weirdness afoot, or a-beach
 First, it was bare breasts on the beach.
 Then it was bare butts.
 Next was cigarette butts being banned on the 
beach.
 Now, it appears, you’ll have to pay to miss out on 
all of the above on the beach in Sarasota County.
 County commissioners representing our neighbors 
to the south of late are discussing and will probably 
enact what has always been a forbidden topic for public 
beaches: Paid parking for vehicles. At the beach.

Sarasota beaches, semi-historically
 Back in the day, circa the 1970s, there was at least 
one beach in Sarasota County which had a “wink-wink, 
nudge-nudge” policy regarding women who wished to 
take their bathing suit tops off. It was at northern Lido 
Beach, and beachgoers enjoying the views were non-
intrusive. It seemed to be one of Sarasota’s best-kept 
secrets, but it must have been included in the European 
tour books.
 Morality police intervened, of course, and topless 
sunbathing was banned from the beach.
 Next up was T-back bathing attire about a decade 
later. Sarasota City offi cials stepped up to the issue and 
decreed that thong bathing suits were inappropriate on 
the sand. The matter saw national TV attention before 
the T-back thing was over, the scanty attire outlawed 
and decorum on the shore reached.
 Anna Maria beaches had a more quiet tone, but 
topless sunbathing was not uncommon at Bean Point 
and the T-back battle was waged here over the public 
beaches and the Palma Sola Causeway.
 Next up for Sarasota were butts of another kind.
 Cigarette smoking is in the process of being out-
lawed on beaches to our south. 
 The focus is litter and cleanup. 
 Whatever, smoking is in the process of being done 
away with altogether in Sarasota County’s beach zones, 
except for parking lots and some other spots which 
will probably be marked like some sort of demilitarized 
zones where the miscreants will be sequestered.

Now?
 Sarasota County Commissioners last week voted 
to authorize staff to prepare a law to charge for parking 
at the beaches of its region.
 Parking fees are still to be determined. Figure any-
thing up to $30 a year for residents, an unknown amount 
for visitors, like Islanders or towners who wish to visit 
our southern neighbors and their sandy shores.
 The motive behind the parking hit is cited as smok-
ing on the beach, plus all the cuts the state is making 
on services to local government. It takes a bunch of 
money to pay for a bunch of people to clean the beach 
and parking lots of cigarette butts and other debris, it 
seems, and to charge for parking is a salve to the cost 
of cleanup.

So what?
 Remember the old story of the camel and the tent? 
When the camel gets its nose in the tent, the rest of the 
camel is sure to proceed inside?
 Beach parking fees could well be like the camel’s 

nose, from Sarasota to Manatee.
 Yes, there is paid parking in Clearwater and St. Pete 
Beach, but not south of Tampa Bay.
 Yes, there was talk of having paid parking on 
beaches in Manatee County, but it was quickly 
quashed.
 Now, though, depending on how Sarasota offi cials 
fl ip or fl op on the parking fee matter, the issue could 
loom again on Anna Maria Island’s horizon.
 I am, quite frankly, torn on this whole deal. 
 I hate the idea of charging folks to park at our 
beaches.  
 I also hate the expense that comes with keeping our 
clean beaches clean. 
 Take a stroll down Coquina Beach early one 
Monday morning to see all the crap left on the sand 
after the Sunday festivities. Dumpsters are fi lled with 
the stuff. 
 Will charging for parking alleviate the trash trou-
ble? Of course not.
 Will charging for parking alleviate the trash cleanup 
expense? Possibly. 
 But let’s let Sarasota County deal with its butts and 
fees for a while and see what happens.

Fish stuff
 Mercury levels in tuna have been a quandary for 
folks for years.
 The levels determined by the federal government 
are too high, not-so-high, or just fi ne, depending on 
which study you pay attention to at the time. There are 
also those issues associated with pregnancy, how preg-
nant a woman may be, or if she wants to be pregnant 
sooner or later to factor into the equation the mercury-
tuna levels.
 The latest mercury study comes via a St. Petersburg 
Times’ report of a organization called Oceana, which 
sampled tuna from 23 stores and 24 restaurants in the 
United States last year.
 Basically, the company found that mercury levels 
are much higher than what the feds are reporting. Like 
twice as high.
 You may be spared the actual part-per-million 
counts of the fish/mercury levels, but some of the 
samples were taken from Florida markets.
 Just don’t eat sushi every night and you should be 
all right, it would seem.

From the ‘duh’ fi les
 According to the news source Reuters, “Cuba has 
banned the hunting of marine turtles endangered in the 
Caribbean by the illegal trade in shells used to make 
combs.” Thd gargeted sea turtle fi shery is the hawks-

bill. 
 Cuba has had a legal fi shery quota of 500 hawks-
bills a year to keep up its export of turtle shells, but has 
fi nally acted on the pleas of conservationists to delete 
that taking.
 Another country fi nally coming to grips with the 
conservation needs of the world, eh?

… and from the goliath fi les
 Talk about growing too big for your britches, or 
your ditches.
 Goliath grouper, known until recently as jewfi sh, 
are a big, big fi sh that haunts the reefs off Florida. 
They can grow up to 800 pounds, and were pretty 
much a spearfi sher’s dream back in the 1970s to such 
a level that they were nearly extinct and placed on an 
endangered federal list in 1990. Goliath grouper num-
bers have exploded of late, with local fi shers com-
plaining that sometimes they can’t bring any other 
fi sh to the boat without a Goliath taking a hunk out 
of it.
 So while we’re speaking of expanding Goliaths 
comes this article from the St. Petersburg Times. 
 It seems that a Goliath grouper swam into a reten-
tion pond in mid-Pinellas County through a storm drain, 
started munching on the fi sh and other stuff in the pond 
and grew too fat to get back out. 
 A fi sher caught the huge grouper last week, fi gured 
it was at least 300 pounds, and cut it loose. 

Sandscript factoid
 There is some discussion before the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission regarding de-
listing Goliath grouper from the endangered list.
 The Florida record of the fi sh is 680 pounds, but 
they are reported to grow to 800 pounds and 8 feet in 
length. 

Mote seeks volunteers
 Mote Marine Laboratory in Sarasota will hold a 
volunteer recruitment program from 10 a.m. to noon 
Tuesday, Feb. 19.
  Volunteer opportunities at Mote range from help-
ing to examine and document samples such as giant 
squid specimens, preparing fi sh food or dressing up as 
a shark or sea turtle mascot.
 The program — a recruitment coffee — will take 
place in Mote’s Buchanan Meeting Room, 1600 Ken 
Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota.
 For more information, contact Lisa Kinsella, vol-
unteer coordinator at 941-388-4441, ext. 438, or via 
e-mail at lkinsella@mote.org.
 Also on the calendar in February is “Books with 
Bites,” Mote’s Friends of the Mote Library short lecture 
program and book signings by authors of mysteries, 
cookbooks and historical and environmental writings 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 16, in Mote’s 
Keating Marine Education Center, 1599 Ken Thomp-
son Pkwy., Sarasota. The event will feature wine from 
Shark Trust Wines and light bites from Whole Foods 
Market of Sarasota.
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CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-713-5900941-713-5900                      

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

INSHORE 
SPORTFISHING 
CHARTER BOAT

Anna Maria Island • Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips

Custom Trips Available

778-9712

Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Good fi shing except for that darn weather issue
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Oh, it’s always the weather for fi shers.
 Last week was lousy, with lots of strong winds, rain 
and generally awful times on the water, keeping fi shers 
close to the docks.
 However, for those fearless ones, the backwater 
action for redfi sh and trout was good. Trout seem to be 
running a bit small, but plentiful. 
 Grouper, snapper and amberjack are also a good bet 
in the Gulf of Mexico, but expect it to be a bit rocky 
out there from the wind and waves.
 From Annamae Lahay at Corky’s Live Bait & 
Tackle on Cortez Road, the word is that the cooler 
weather has the fi sh moving into channels and canals. 
“Lots of redfi sh and trout are being caught on the fl ats 
of Palma Sola Bay and around the other bays,” Anna-
mae said, with the best bait for the best catches coming 
from big shrimp. Off the beaches, fi shers are catching 
lots of whiting, bluefi sh and Spanish mackerel, plus 
pompano. Go to the Manatee River for some catch-and-
release snook, trout, black drum or redfi sh, again with 
shrimp as the bait of choice. Sheepshead are starting to 
hang out around pilings as the water temperatures cool, 
but the big action is from bonnethead sharks near the 
Intracoastal Waterway.
 Capt. Sam Kimball, out of Annie’s Bait and 
Tackle in Cortez, said his offshore fi shing trips have 
featured grouper, mangrove snapper and amberjack. 
Capt. Mark Johnson of Annie’s said his backwater 
charters have brought in redfi sh, trout and catch-and-
release snook, plus some sheepshead.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said inshore reports of 
redfi sh, trout and sheepshead have been excellent. Off-
shore action has been a bit tough, though, due to rough 
seas and high winds. 
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said offshore fi shing picked up after a week 
of so-so action. He took a couple of charters out and 
caught gag grouper, red grouper, amberjack and snap-
per. 
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said action there 
was pretty much focused on sheepshead, redfi sh and 
catch-and-release snook.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers were doing well with mackerel, sheepies, man-
grove snapper and catch-and-release snook. 
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
redfi sh are the big catch, plus they saw a huge 7-pound 
sheepshead caught. There are also lots of bonnethead 
sharks being hooked in the Manatee River. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include a whole 
slew of small trout and some redfi sh.
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said he’s enjoyed some pretty 
decent action in north Sarasota Bay, Palma Sola Bay 
and Anna Maria Sound. “Lots of redfi sh have been 
caught,” he said. “Most are at the small end of the slot, 
but enough were from 18-24 inches to satisfy those 
wanting to fry some up. Trout has been the real surprise. 
Finally, a couple of years past the devastating red tides, 
spotted sea trout have made a huge comeback in the 
area. The bulk of these fi sh are not big, but there are 
plenty of them and they are spread across the area.” 
He’s also catching some pompano, fl ounder, jack, blue- fi sh, Spanish mackerel, hefty ladyfi sh, mangrove snap-

per, black drum and some sheepshead.
 On my boat Magic, weather kept us at the dock for 
most of the week, but we’re looking to get out on the 
water soon.
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 

guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Gotta love those gags!
Pictured, from left, are Scott DeLone, David Talbot, Susie Talbot and Katie Campbell from Anna Maria Island 
with a nice catch of gag grouper caught using live pinfi sh in 100 feet of water in the Gulf of Mexico, the result 
of the group’s fi rst trip out in the Gulf, fi shing with Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish Charters. 

Fill that cooler
Tom King, left, Hank Schulhoff, Roy Leasure and Wayne Kimmal caught these gag grouper while fi shing with 
Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish Charters. 
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Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

teteeetetetetetetetetetessssssssssssssssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss soonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!UUUUUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpd ttatatatatat

baaaaaayyy y y y y yyyyyyy vivivv ewewewews,s,s,s,,,,,,,, dd d docococock,k  turnkey. 
$649,900

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

‘Everything’ has 
a celebration

When Nicole Heslop and Jon 
Westergard opened Everything Under 
The Sun at 5704 Marina Drive in Janu-
ary 1997, there were perhaps 20 or more 
garden centers in Manatee County.
 Now, says Nicole, Everything Under 
the Sun is one of the few remaining inde-
pendent garden centers in the area.
 And Jon and Nicole said they owe 
their success to the Islanders who have 

Everything Under The Sun celebrates its 11th anniversary this month with some 
great specials for “everything” connected with gardening, landscaping and pot-
tery. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Cuban restaurant opens 
on Marina
When Havana Cabana left downtown 
Bradenton to make way for a new 
courthouse, owner John Droukas 
chose to open anew at 5904 Marina 
Drive in Holmes Beach, a space previ-
ously occupied by Chapters and Char-
lie’s. Pictured are Droukas and his 
daughter, McKenzy. For more infor-
mation, call 941-778-7772. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Tide & Moon holds ribbon-cutting
The Tide & Moon Gift Shoppe, 2502 N. Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach, welcomes members of the Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce for a ribbon-cutting celebration Jan. 24 at the new store at Club Bamboo North. For more information about 
the store, call 941-778-4050. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Mixon hosts grove celebration
Islander Janet Mixon and musician David Young welcome arrivals to the Mixon 
Fruit Farms “In the Grove” celebration Jan. 17 in east Manatee. The event coin-
cided with the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the new wedding facility at the farm, 2712 26th Ave. E., Bradenton. For more 
information, call 941-748-5829. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

supported them the past 11 years.
 “A big thanks to all the locals who 
have supported us. They are the ones who 
have made us a success,” said Nicole.
 “Being on an Island, we cater to 
Islanders. They know they can get what 
they need here,” she added.
 What Islanders get is a full-service 
garden center and farmer’s market. 
Additionally, Jon is a licensed swim-
ming pool maintenance technician, in 
addition to overseeing the store’s land-
scaping and gardening services.
 There’s also a fruit and juice bar for 
Mixon Fruit Farm products, along with 
a gift shop, bulk shell, soil, mulch, pot-
tery, trees and plenty of good advice on 
how to make a garden grow.
 “I like to think we’ve got it all, now 
that Jon does pool service,” laughed 
Nicole. “Just another thing for us to do 
to stay busy.”

 Everything Under The Sun is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday.
 For more information, call 941-778-
4441.

Sunny Beach Tile 
brings sunny smile
 A lot of people have seen Dave 

PLEASE SEE BIZ, NEXT PAGE
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 Vaca Vacation ion 
  Ren  Rentalsals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXONF RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach FL 34217
941 778-7978 • email: news@islander.org

In fact, we’re global times 1,400 plus! More than 1,400 PAID 
subscribers receive The Islander out of town, out of state and out 
of the United States. We go to Alaska, England, Germany, Canada, 

Hawaii and nearly all points in between. These news-hungry 
subscribers can’t wait to get their hands on 

“the best news on Anna Maria Island.”

We’re Totally 
Global!

Breakfast and business
Beth Bender is a senior executive with SunTrust bank, which sponsored the Anna 
Maria Island Chamber of Commerce breakfast meeting Jan. 9 at the Sun House 
Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. The next breakfast meeting will 
be Feb. 13 at the restaurant. For more information, call 941-778-1541. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Lauterbach’s artistry in tile. If you’ve 
ever been to the Asolo Theater, the Sara-
sota Opera House or the South Florida 
Museum, the intricate tile designs are his 
handiwork.
 Dave is a people person and decided 
he would enjoy working with residen-
tial clients. That’s why he started Sunny 
Beach Tile.
 “I wanted to see the smiles of people 
after we complete our work,” said Dave.
 With 15-plus years experience, 
Dave is well qualifi ed for custom instal-
lations of tile, including waterproofi ng 
and sound-proofi ng of the product.
 Dave is available for consultations 
at 941-524-0058.

Iron Skillet 
presents new 

menu
 Joe Moreta and Nicole Praessel 
of the Iron Skillet Restaurant at 7020 
Cortez Road W. in Bradenton are gradu-
ates of culinary schools and qualifi ed to 
create a unique dining experience.
 Joe graduated from the Culinary 
Institute of America and Nicole is an 
alum of the Cordon Bleu culinary school 
in London.
 Collectively, they have more than 20 
years of experience in the restaurant indus-
try and have produced a new menu for the 
Iron Skillet that is sure to please palates.
 “Our new menu is a little bit of 
everything because we have such a great 
mix of customers,” said Joe.
 “We have seafood paella, which is a 
Spanish seafood dish with rice, and we 
have applewood smoked bacon wrapped 
fi let mignon.”
 There’s also the tea-poached salmon, 
which Joe considers his top seller, and 

Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

Glassy anniversary
Phillip Guerrero celebrates his fi rst year as owner of Anna Maria Glass, 5600 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. For more information about the business, call 941-
778-2022. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

the cedar-smoked prime rib is featured 
every Friday. It’s enough to make you 
wish it was Friday.
 “That’s a big favorite with the local 
residents who dine with us throughout 
the year,” added Nicole.
 The Iron Skillet also has a kid’s 
menu, and is open for breakfast and 
lunch from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday 
through Sunday.
 Dinners are served from 4 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
 For reservations or more informa-
tion, call 941-761-4961.

Peelen offers 
visibility for 

women
 Jean Peelen has been an actress, 
model, writer, speaker, attorney and 
public speaker. She has successfully 
reinvented her life many times. Now, 
she’s putting her talents into life-skills 
coaching, particularly for women over 
the age of 50.
 She’s authored a book entitled 
“Invisible No More” about women’s 
lives after they reach the age of 50, and 
she’s giving personalized instruction.
 Her coaching is for those in transi-
tion and not sure where they are going, 
and those who believe they are not living 
their life’s dream.
 “Do you want to reinvent your life?” 
Joan asks. 
 The initial meeting is complimen-
tary and Joan promises that the results 
will be “extraordinary.”
 Her Web site is www.JeanPeelen.com. 
To make an appointment, call Jean at 
941-896-5827.

Acupuncture 
moving

 Tricia Graziano is moving Island 

Acupuncture to Body and Sol at 9805 
Gulf Drive in Anna Maria.
 Tricia is an acupuncture physi-
cian, a doctor of oriental medicine and 
an experienced weight-loss counselor. 
The weight-loss programs involve both 
acupuncture and non-acupuncture pro-
cedures.
 To learn more about the benefi ts of 
acupuncture and Tricia’s weight-loss 
programs, call her at 941-773-6134.

 Got a new business going up in 
Anna Maria Island, Cortez or Long-
boat Key? How about a new product or 
service, an anniversary, a new hire, or 
an award-winning staff member? Call 
Island Biz at 941-778-7978, fax your 
news to 041-778-9392, or e-mail us at 
news@islander.org.

Featured sale: This home at 607 
Crestwood Road, Holmes Beach, 
sold in August 2004 for $1.6 million 
and in January 2008 for $1.35 mil-
lion, amount to a 16 percent loss. The 
cost per square foot is $584. Islander 
Photo: Jesse Brisson

Island real estate 
transactions

 607 Crestwood Road, Holmes Beach, 
a 2,311 sfl a / 3,172 sfur 4brf/2bath/2car 
bayfront pool home built in 1962 on a 
121x174 lot was sold 01/08/08, Oliver 
to McKnight Family Partnership LP for 

$1,350,000; list $1,490,000.
 2716 Gulf Drive, Unit 106, Gulf 
Cabins, Holmes Beach, a 1,155 sfl a / 1,400 
sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 1981 was 
sold 01/07/08, Oglesby to D’Ambrosio 
Florida Holdings LLC for $555,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. Cur-
rent Island real estate transactions may 
also be viewed online at www.islander.
org. Copyright 2008.
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

BOUTIQUE: CRUISEWEAR, GIFTS and more in 
top Holmes Beach mall. Only $20,000 plus inven-
tory at 10 percent under cost! Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

LIVE IN LUXURY and work at home. Florist busi-
ness and sign shop attached to a 4BR pool home 
near beach. Buy either one of the businesses and 
house for $999,000. Call Longview Realty 941-383-
6112. Other businesses also available.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

ITEMS FOR SALE

BROYHILL OAK DINING table 44x84x120. Two 
Pembrook easy chairs. Will e-mail photos. 941-
794-9921.

PATIO SET: ROUND table with four chairs, two 
chaise lounges, includes cushions. Green wrought 
iron, $200. 941-779-1073.

BIKES: LADIES/MENS 26 inches. Clean like new 
$35. 941-792-3775.

LOW VISION OPTELEC CVTTFT 17-inch, new 
$2,500. Pico pocket video magnifi er, $600. 941-
778-3119.

FREE DELIVERY to your home or condo: Shrimp, 
crabs, native fi sh. Prompt delivery to your door. Call 
James Lee, 941-795-1112 or 704-8421.

GARAGE SALES

CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS: Now open! 
Accepting quality consignments. 611 Manatee Ave. 
E. Bradenton. Call 941-749-1166.

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

ST. BERNARD GUILD rummage sale: 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2. Jewelry, clothing, white 
elephant, furniture. Food will be available. 248 S. 
Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach.

CARPORT SALE: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, Feb. 1-2, Household what not and antiques. 
106 Tuna Street, Anna Maria.

GARAGE SALE: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
2. Children’s clothes, household items and much 
more. 202 77 St., Holmes Beach.

MOVING SALE: 8 a.m. Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, Feb. 1-3. 3405 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.

LONGBOAT KEY MARKET monthly art and crafts 
show. 8 a.m.–4p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 2-3. 
Arts, crafts, antiques, orchids. Lots of new vendors. 
Longboat Key Market, Whitney Beach Plaza, Long-
boat Key.

MOVING SALE: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 2-3, furniture, clothing, collectables and lots 
more. 2904 Ave. C, Holmes Beach.

BENEFIT GARAGE SALE, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 2. Lots of miscellaneous furniture. 307 Magno-
lia Ave. Anna Maria. 

MOVING SALE: 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 2. 
Fridge, stove, freezer, yard marble ad decor and 
more. 108 75 Street, Holmes Beach.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534.

HOME FELLOWSHIP GATHERING begins Jan. 11, 
6-8pm. Pursuing glory. To fi nd out more about it, call 
Diana, 941-778-5753.

BOOK SALE: 11 A.M.-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2. Christ 
Church Bradenton. 4030 Manatee Avenue West.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

BOATS & BOATING

2006 SUNTRACKER 18-ft party barge, pontoon 
boat. Depth fi nder, fridge, TV, AC/DC converter, 
headlights. 25-hp mercury, 4-stroke, less then 20 
hours on engine, still has break-in oil. Full boat 
cover, bimini. Must sell due to health problems. 
Invested $17,323 For sale at $12,323. Call Stacey, 
941-387-1438.

NEW YAMAHA PROPELLER, 15 by 17, stainless. 
941-778-0991. $225.

18-FOOT LEGACY deck boat with self-bailing cock-
pit, bimini top, three-step ladder, 90-hp Johnson 
outboard, galvanized drive, on trailer. Water ready 
for fi sh and fun. All new 1999 and only $6,980. Call 
941-518-3868.

17-FT BOSTON WHALER Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, 
trailer, bimini top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery 
lock, teak accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-2873 or 
view at Wolfgang Schultz Marine.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

WANTED: SOUND TECHNICIAN, willing to train, 
Longboat Island Chapel, Sunday mornings, 9:45 
a.m. and 11:15 a.m. $25/event. All ages welcome 
to apply. 941-383-6491.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

AA

nnnn
aa MMaarriiaa RReeaallttyy

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA,
two-car garage.  Prepare for your move and enjoy 
tenant's income.  $489,500.

Choice duplex lot includes small home. Refurbish
for two units,  reconstruct...several options on
this deluxe size lot! $429,000

Large Gulf parcel with two cottages. Possibility
to split into two Gulf lots. Call for details. 778-2259

ANNUAL RENTAL with Gulf views.  2BR/1BA,
$950/month plus electric and cable.  No pets
or smokers please.

ANNUAL RENTAL 1BR/1BA garage apartment.
$650/mo plus utilities (water included in rate)
No pets or smokers please.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

PERICO ISLAND 3BR/2BA community pool, tennis courts. Turnkey 
furnished, fi ve minutes to beaches. $429,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,900.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 

lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

REAL ESTATE LLC

Call Piroska Planck at
941-730-9667 

or 
e-mail piroska@verizon.net

Immaculate, updated 3BR/3BA home on deep 
water canal. New dock with 5000 lb. boat lift.  
Heated pool. Storm shutters. New roof, plumb-
ing, electric, windows, doors and appliances. 
MUST SEE it to appreciate.  $850,000.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

THE TERRACE TOWNHOUSE 
3100 Gulf Dr., #5, Holmes Beach: 
2BR/2BA, updated, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished. Steps to beach! 
$399,000. ML#318593.

REDUCED
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• Key West-Style
• Split Plan - 4BR/2BA, 
  2 kitchen, Duplex or 
  Single Family
• 3-Floor Elevator
• Heated Pool & Spa
• Beautiful Gulf and 
  Bay Views
• Built to Last -
  Solid Concrete 
  Construction
• Easy Maintenance
Call for a personal tour!

Built in 2005
MUST SELL!

Offered at HALF-PRICE!

Call for a personal tour!

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

CAPT. CAPT. 
KEITH KEITH 
BARNETTBARNETT, , RealtorRealtor

941.730.0516941.730.0516
bahamabarnett@aol.combahamabarnett@aol.com

Amazing Gulf Views! 
  What an opportunity to own a unit in one of the 
best buildings on the island. Direct Gulf-front 
condo on the top fl oor with Gulf views out of 
every window! Very private building with only 
four units. Private elevator in your own unit, 
new appliances, completely updated, and so 
much more. You have to see this unit to realize 
that nothing else out there compares. You can 
even see a peak of the bay from the living room. 
Simply gorgeous for only $849,900. 

For more information you can view this listing 
and take a virtual tour on: 

www.travissmithgroup.com 

2106 N. Gulf Drive

Call the Travis and Smith Group
Re/Max Gulfstream Realty

941.758.7777 offi ce
941.809.8366 cell

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

Youth basketball action heats up Center gym
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Things weren’t looking so bright for the Sun in the 
early stages of its Division I basketball game Jan. 26 
against Island Lumber, a team that had defeated them 
by eight points on Jan. 14. 
 Island Lumber bolted to an 11-0 lead behind fi ve 
points from Chris Pate, four from Joey Garbus and two 
points from Wyatt Hoffman. Had it not been for a free 
throw and a basket down low by Emily White, the Sun 
might have experienced a scoreless fi rst quarter.
 The Sun didn’t panic, however, and fueled by 
White’s three points, went on a 12-point scoring run 
behind the hot shooting of Connor Field, who hit three 
outside shots to help get the Sun back into the game. 
The scoring run was fi nally broken when Island Lum-
ber’s Chris Pate stole the Sun’s inbound pass and sank 
a baseline jumper to retake the lead at 13-12 as the 
second quarter expired.
 That would be the last sniff of a lead that Island 
Lumber, which played the game without leading scorer 
Becca Butler, would come close to. The Sun burned 
Island Lumber by patiently working the ball and fi nd-
ing an open player. This strategy helped them outscore 
Island Lumber 10-1 in the third quarter, led by Field’s 
four points and two points each from Christian Hight-
ower, Patrick Edwards and White.
 The Sun really slowed down the pace of the game 
in the fourth quarter, which limited Island Lumber’s 
scoring chances. Island Lumber started pressing on 
defense, which produced a handful of steals, but they 
were unable to capitalize as the Sun held on for a 28-21 
victory.
 Field led the Sun with 10 points, while White added 
7 points and 11 rebounds. Hightower fi nished with six 
points and three steals for the Sun, which also received 
three points from Edwards and two points from Julian 
Botero in the come-from-behind victory.
 Pate’s 9 points and 8 points from Garbus led the 
Island Lumber scoring effort that also received four 
points from Wyatt Hoffman in the loss.

Thomas helps MHS soccer mates to 
district title

 Manatee High School sophomore Stephen Thomas 
and his teammates are the 2008 Class 5A, District 12 
champions after their 2-0 victory over top-seeded, 
cross-town rival Southeast High School on Jan. 25 at 
North Port High School in Sarasota County.
 Thomas is the starting central midfi elder for the 
third-seeded Hurricanes, which have crafted a 14-7-1 

Island Lumber’s Chris Pate tries to drive around the 
tough defense of Connor Field during Anna Maria 
Island Community Center Division I basketball 
action. Islander Photos: Kevin Cassidy

Julian Botero drives past Chris Pate during Division 
I basketball action at the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center.

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE

The Manatee High School soccer team celebrates its 2008 Class 5A, District 12 championship win after defeat-
ing top-seeded, cross-town rival Southeast High School 2-0 on Jan. 25. The regional contest will be played at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Jan 31, at MHS. 
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Sue Carlson
Broker

Call Sue at 941-779-9320
www.islandplacerealty.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

Direct panoramic 
G u l f  f r o n t !  
Wa t e r ’s  E d g e 
corner soutwest-
ern unit ,  with 
v iews  up  and 
down the Gulf 
of Mexico!  2 

Bedroom/2 Bath updated throughout and turnkey fur-
nished!  In a rental program providing great income! 
$949,500.

Canalfront four 
b e d r o o m / t w o 
b a t h  i n  A n n a 
Maria with a large 
pool!  Completely 
updated through-
out with granite 
countertops and 

stainless appliances, designer furnished and a great 
rental!  $799,000.

Beach getaway!  
One bedroom with 
kitchen and fur-
nished, adjacent 
to North Beach 
Village!  Pool use 
and just a block to 
the beach!  Can’t 
beat this price!  
$265,000.

Gorgeous Gulf of 
Mexico views and 
two pools!  Come 
fi nd your paradise 
here in this bright 
and open, inside 
and out, complex 
with white sand 
beaches out your 
door!  Spacious 
two bedrooms, two 
baths, priced to sell 
at $599,000!

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

3BR/3BA, CANALFRONT, IN ANNA MARIA $799,900

ESTATE SALE, 4BR/2BA, BAY VIEW $599,000

GULF VIEWS, DUPLEX 3BR/2BA EACH SIDE, POOL, $1,399,000

BAYFRONT LOT W/PANORAMIC VIEW, 60X85 FT $1,100,000

Come & Join Us!
1st Friday Revelry
5-7 pm, Fri. Feb. 1
519 Pine Avenue
Roser Cottage

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Subscribe to the “best news!” www.islander.org

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

record this year. The Hurricanes received a rebound 
goal from captain Alex Torres early in the second half 
to give the Canes a 1-0 lead. The Canes then padded 
their lead in the 60th minute when Nick Smith hit a nice 
service to Will Kretzman, who headed it into the goal 
for a 2-0 lead, which they would not relinquish.
 Next up for Thomas and his mates is a regional 
quarterfi nal match against St. Pete’s Northeast High 
School 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31, on their home fi eld at 
MHS.
 Congratulations to Thomas and his team.

Horseshoe news
 Four teams emerged from the 13 that entered the 
horseshoe pool play round Jan. 23 at the Anna Maria 
City Hall pits. George McKay and Dave Lansaw 
defeated the team of R.B. Munro and Debbie Rhodes 
by a 21-15 score. 
 The other semifi nal match saw John Johnson and 
Bob Lee run “ringers” around the team of Art Kingstad 
and Leo Hutton 23-8 to advance to the championship 
match. 
 Johnson and Lee were not to be denied on this day as 
they earned bragging rights over McKay and Lansaw 21-7.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The men of Key Royale Club attempted to play 
an 18-hole, best-ball-of-foursome tournament - Jan. 
23, but the tourney was shortened to nine holes due to 
inclement weather. The team of Bob Lamp, Bob Sayles, 
Bob Jorgensen and Larry Fowler combined card a 49 
to win bragging rights by one shot. The team of Gino 
DiClemente, Gary Harris, Gordy Lindstrom and Ben 
Spillane fi nished in second place with a 50, while Omar 
Trollard, Don LaTorre, Bob Dickinson and Ed Havlik 
fi nished in third place at 51.
 The men played a nine-hole, individual low-net 
game on Jan. 21 with Dave Kruger earning low round 
with a 3-under-par 29. Matt Behan and Fred Meyer 
were both one shot back in second place with a 2-under 
30. Bob Kral, Bob Landgren and Tom Warda tied for 
third place with matching 31s.
 The weekly coed game on Jan. 18 was a low-team 
net format won by the team of Jane Winegarden, Marion 
Mulroy, Bill Melvin and Fred Meyer with a score of 
137. That was two shots better than the 139 carded by 
the team of Rosmarie Knick, Jim Finn and Al Gunn.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

Batter up
 Anna Maria Island Little League continues regis-
tration through Saturday, Feb. 2, with the season set to 
start on Feb. 25.
 Mandatory tryouts begin Saturday, Feb. 2 starting at 
10 a.m. for AAA league, which is for players ages 9-10. 
Major League tryouts for players ages 11-12 follow at 
noon. AAA and majors tryouts will be held at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center.
 Junior League tryouts for players ages 13-14 will be 
held starting at 2 p.m. at Birdie Tebbetts Field, Holmes 
Beach.
 Tryouts for T-ball, ages 5-6, and AA, ages 7-8, will 
be announced at a later date.
 For more information, contact Little League presi-
dent Mike Brusso at 941-778-2838.

Register for Gulf Coast Senior Games
 Senior athletes are urged to sign up for the 2008 
Gulf Coast Senior Games which will take place Feb. 
19-24 at a variety of locations in and around Bradenton. 
The Senior Games is entering it’s 19th year of provid-

ing sporting competition for athletes 50 years young 
and up in 20 different events.
 Seniors can choose among archery, basketball 
shooting, billiards, bocce, bowling, bridge, cribbage, 
cycling, golf, horseshoes, lawn bowling, punt-pass-
kick, racquetball, 5K road race, shuffl eboard, swim-
ming, table tennis and track and fi eld.
 The cost to register is $12, plus an additional fee 
of $2 for each event/activity entered. To register or for 
more information, call 941-742-5923.

AMICC basketball league standings
as of Jan. 24

Premier Division Won Lost
WCAC  2  0
IRE   2  1
Cycles  1  1
Ralph’s  0  3

Division I
Sun   3  0
Lumber  2  1
A&E  1  2
Paradise  0  3

Division II
Dips  3  0
Kumon  2  2
Jessie’s  0  3

Division III
Duncan  3  0
Ross  3  1
Bistro  2  2
Orthopedics 1  2
LPAC  0  4

AMICC basketball league schedule
Premier (ages 14-17)
10 a.m. Feb. 2  Ralph’s vs. Cycles
11 a.m. Feb. 2  WCAC vs. IRE 
8 p.m. Feb. 4  Ralph’s vs. IRE

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Jan. 31 Paradise vs. Lumber
8 p.m. Feb. 2  A&E vs. Sun
noon Feb. 2  Lumber vs. Sun
1 p.m. Feb. 2  A&E vs. Paradise 

Division II (ages 10-11)
Jan. 31 7 p.m.  Jessie’s vs. Dips
Feb. 1 7 p.m. Kumon vs. Dips 
Feb. 2 1 p.m. Kumon vs. Jessie’s

Division III (ages 8-9)
6 p.m.  Jan. 31 LPAC vs. Ross 
2 p.m.  Feb. 2 Duncan vs. LPAC
3 p.m.  Feb. 2 Ross vs. Bistro
7 p.m.  Feb. 4 Ross vs. Orthopedic

Instructional Division (ages 5-7)
4 p.m. Feb. 2 BeachHouse vs. Observer
6 p.m. Feb. 4 BeachHouse vs. Oyster Bar

Islander Stephen Thomas, starting midfi elder for the 
district champ Hurricanes.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open fl oor plan, four car garage, workout room 
and 30 foot screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi n Starrett 941-
778-2246. #520397. $949,500.

INCOME – Annual tenant in place! End unit – Bright and new! 
3BR/2BA Hidden Lake condo. Vaulted ceiling, screened lanai, one 
car attached garage, lakeview, pool, spa, fi tness. Non-evacuation 
zone. Penny Bray 941-795-6685. #523475. $290,000.

FULL BAYVIEW ISLAND CONDO – Sit by the pool or walk across 
the street to the Gulf. 2BR/2BA with tennis court and exercise 
room, turnkey furnished. Jim Zoff 941-778-2246. #570055. 
$449,000.

EXQUISITE Gulfviews and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. Designer perfect furnishings. Karen Day 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND – Fully furnished 1BR/1BA condo with 
heated pool, covered parking. Walking distance to beach, city pier, 
restaurants, shopping. Well-maintained, new roof, low condo fee. 
David Moynihan 941-778-2246. #552582. $227,500.

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar white 
sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, and 
see the dolphins swim by or write your novel 
here! Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett 941-778-
2246. #504998. $1,299,000

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA condo with 
fabulous views. This top-fl oor end-unit is 
offered turnkey furnished. Great walking 
beach, heated pool and weekly rentals 
permitted. Dave Moynihan 941-778-2246. 
#567192. $599,500.

STEPS TO BEACH – Top fl oor 1-2BR/1BA unit in long established 
Gulffront complex with two pools, lovely grounds and wide beach. 
Short distance to shopping and restaurants. David Moynihan 941-
778-2246. #568913. $279,900.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT – Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday 1-3  6707 12th Ave W, Village Green end 
unit, corner, dead end quiet street. Large rooms, 2 car garage, 
NEW ROOF, screened oversize Lanai. Price REDUCED $205,000 
Penny Bray (941) 795-6685

LIFE IS GOOD AND GETTING BETTER! Million 
dollar renovations almost complete on island’s 
most desirable Gulffront complex 2BR/2BA 
unit is the least expensive on market. Karen Day 
941- 778-2246. #570327. $629,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS – now available 
several 1 or 2BR units, bayfront, pool side and 
other views. Some updated. Phone for details. 
Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. 
On site rentals. Priced $299,000 – $469,900. 
941-778-2246. 

SPRING LAKES – Outstanding 2BR/2BA 
ground-level end-unit with 1550 sf., heated 
pool, deeded carport, lovely grounds and 
great West Bradenton location view of lake 
and pool. Dave Moynihan 941- 778-2246. 
#569416. $168,500.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

PERICO BAY CLUB – The most exquisite villa 
in Perico! Furnishings and decor are to die for. 
New roof, siding, air conditioning. Updated 
kitchen and bath. Enclosed lanai with lake view. 
Private 2BR/2BA Karen Day 941-778-2246. 
#570399. $469,000.

SERVICES Continued

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

PRIVATE HOME COMPANION/caregiver. Light 
housekeeping, meal prep and small errands. Ref-
erences available. 941-730-1658.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

FISHING FOR a good deal? Look in The Islander, 
778-7978.

SERVICES Continued

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING (including airports), 
errands, organization and bill paying, petsitting, and 
other personalized general assistance. My car or 
yours. Excellent local references. Hourly rates. Ellen 
941-896-7902, or emj3@tampabay.rr.com.

TREE SERVICE TRIM hedges, palm topping, shap-
ing and removal. Insured. Call Phil Brewer, 941-
545-4770.

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES: business cards, 
fl yers, menus, logos and more. Call Stephanie, 941-
356-9474. Local artist and Ringling graduate.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $42/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

TREE-TRIMING SALE, half off regular prices. Guar-
anteed lowest prices. 12-year resident. Cell 941-
951-1833.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION. Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

Beach & Marina Residence Club
Sales Center: 5325 Marina Drive

Local 941.778.1124
Toll Free 866.778.8433

www.TidemarkResorts.com

To view the full development plans,
visit the Sales Center today.

Specifications subject to change. This advertising material is being used for the purpose of soliciting sales of a vacation ownership plan.
Some services require an additional fee. Rendering is an artist’s conceptual illustration; actual details subject to change.

I N T R O D U C I N G  A N N A  M A R I A ’ S  O N LY  
B E A C H  A N D  M A R I N A  R E S I D E N C E  C L U B .  

limited ownership opportunities
available starting at $155,000

o Gulf-front and marina residences

o Pools, fitness center and spa

o Club lodge featuring a private owners’

lounge and game room

o Exclusive owner amenities and services

o 62-slip marina and club boats
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ANSWERS TO JAN. 30 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1

Here is Emily, 
1-year-old 
Siamese mix 
female, very 
friendly with 
kids/cats, spayed/
shots. $60 
adoption fee. Call 
Julie at SunCoast 
Real Estate, 

941-779-0303 or call the Manatee Humane 
Society, 941-747-8808.

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

Painting Services

773-7996

Licensed and Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

KITCHEN AND BATH remodeling and custom car-
pentry for your home or condo. Florida state licensed 
builder. CBC1255132. Call John, Gulf Construction. 
28 years of experience. 941-773-6808.

HANDYMAN SERVICES: OVER 35 years experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry, tile, painting, power washing, rescreening 
and remodeling. Forrest Parks Inc. 941-737-5967. 
Emergency calls, 941-708-0676.

VINYL SIDING, SOFFIT/fascia installation. Profes-
sional service backed with 30 years experience. 
Licensed and insured, free estimates. Craig Vinyl 
and Aluminum Inc. 941-794-3974.

PLANTATION SHUTTERS, BLINDS, shades and 
more. Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free 
in-home consultation. Island references, 18 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 941-730-0516.

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive distribu-
tor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, cour-
teous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. Lic. 
# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

HOWLE HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Tile, painting, 
kitchen and bath remodeling and additions. Lic. 
RB29003120. Contact Greg for a free estimate, 
941-538-1852.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic.#RR0066450.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

RENTALS Continued

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-677-7477.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

Affordable
Handyman

Tim Hyland
Island Resident

941.778.5746
cell (231) 218-6600

Insured • Guaranteed work
Free Estimates
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Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA. Great neigh-
borhood, steps to beach, across from bay. $900/
month. Call 941-737-9662.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue F, 
Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/month-
plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-1950.

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and out. 
Available January and April. Call 813-245-0428.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $800/month, heated pool, 
washer and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, water, 
sewer and trash included. 202-A Haverkos Court. 
Pets O.K. First fl oor, reference and lease. 941-720-
1006

ISLAND PARADISE HOME Jewfi sh Key: 3BR/2BA. 
Accessed by boat only. Relax, watch dolphins and 
osprey from your own gazebo, fi sh from own dock. 
Deep-water dockage for 40-foot plus. $3,000/
monthly or $2,000 plus utilities annually. Call 865-
850-6137 or 941-383-1301.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/2BA apartment with tile 
fl oors, nice  $725/month, 1BR/1BA  apartment with 
tile fl oors $700/month. Small, older cottage $800/
month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker Realty. 941-778-
7500.

SEASONAL 2BR/2BA fully equipped ground fl oor 
with pool. No smoking, no pets. 941-778-9576.

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA 
with pool $1,100/month. Longboat Village home, 
all updated 2BR/1BA $2,500/month. Key Royale 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock, $1,000/week. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL: CHARMING 2BR/2BA elevated duplex 
in Bradenton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block 
to beach $975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-
2549.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. March 2008 plus Janu-
ary and March 2009 rental available. Beachfront, 
2600 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 813-781-7562.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated duplex, storage, wash-
er-dryer hookups, covered parking. 2415 Ave. C. 
$950/month. 941-778-0954.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $950/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

ANNUAL RENTALS: BEAUTIFUL larger 2BR/2BA. 
Florida room, dishwasher, carport, close to beach 
$1,000/month. 2BR/1BA $725/month, 2BR/2BA 
$725/month. 1BR/1BA $700/month. Small, older 
house $800/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty. 941-778-7500.

SEASONAL RENTAL CONDO on Perico Island. 
2BR/2BA with lake view. Furnished, heated pool, tennis. 
Minimum two-month rental term. 941-795-2713.

OFFICE RENTAL: 9903 Gulf Drive has unfurnished 
multi-offi ce space for monthly or annual rental. Two 
offi ces with conference room and space for open 
desks. If interested, please, call 941-545-5670.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX: $895/month including 
garbage, yard service, large backyard, pets consid-
ered. http://goff-club.com/206B. 54th Street, Holmes 
Beach. 941-795-0504. 

ANNA MARIA ANNUAL rental: 1BR/1BA, one block to 
Gulf beach. Dock in back with canal access to Tampa 
Bay. Pet possible. $795/month. Call 941-778-9158.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, 
furnished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. 
Call 941-758-9133.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA house, block and half 
from the beach, $1,200/month. 1BR/1BA apart-
ment, 100 feet from bay, $850/month. First, last and 
security for each property. Includes water and trash, 
available Feb. 1. Call 941-813-4900.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 3BR/2.5BA with pool, $1,700/
month. 2BR/2BA home, $1,200/month. 2BR/1BA 
Anna Maria, $890/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 
941-77-2307. franmaxonrealestate.com.

COMMERCIAL LEASE: Anna Maria, Gulf Drive 
frontage, 1,600 sf. Currently set up as hair salon. 
$1,300/month. Call Fran Maxon Real Estate. 941-
778-2307.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL: FEMALE NEEDS roommate. 2BR/2BA in 
Holmes Beach. $450/month plus half utilities. 941-
704-4591 or 941-724-1141.

SEASONAL: HOLMES BEACH furnished 2BR/1BA 
condo. Across from beach and has heated pool. 
$2,300/month. 407-846-8741.

BEAUTIFUL TURNKEY FURNISHED 1BR1.5BA 
condo. Washer, dryer, large patio and heated pool. 
$1,200/month. 941-704-8793.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA near beach. Utility 
room, storage, covered parking. $800/month plus 
$800 deposit. 941-538-8200.

I WOULD LIKE to rent your vacant garage. Give me 
a call at 941-778-9537, Art.

SEASONAL RENTAL MARCH and April. 1BR/1BA 
apartment west of Gulf Drive in Anna Maria City. 
$1,200 plus tax. 941-778-4499.

ANNUAL: ANNA MARIA remodeled 2BR/1BA near 
Rod & Reel Pier. $800/month. 941-778-6088.

AFFORDABLE VACATION RENTAL, $750/week. 
Two blocks from Palma Sola Bay and causeway 
beaches. Updated 3BR/2BA with family room and 
lanai. Call 941-356-1456.

ANNUAL: 1BR/1BA. Steps to the bay, $800/month 
including utilities. Call Jenny, 941-896-7748, 941-
201-9184 cell, e-mail, cfl agg@mindspring.com.

ANNUAL: BAYFRONT, steps to beach and pool. 
2BR/1BA with new upscale bath. Pets OK. $1,050/
month. Call Jenny, 941-896-7748, 941-201-9184 
cell, e-mail cfl agg@mindspring.com.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $325,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $459,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

FIRST-FLOOR, LAKEFRONT condominium, unit 
6442 with attached garage. Hidden Lake condo-
minium. 1,619 sq. ft. $239,900. Open noon-4pm 
Friday-Sunday,. Minutes to beach, walk to shopping. 
941-761-0807. 

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
3BA/2BA, one-car attached garage, screened lanai, 
lakefront, and minutes to beach. $309,900. Open 
noon-4 Saturday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

REAL ESTATE Continued

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612. 

WATERFRONT DEALS: Palma Sola Bay 2BR 
townhouse with pool and boat dock, $230,000. 
Key Royale 3BR/2BA updated with pool, spa and 
boat dock. 10 percent down creative fi nancing at 
$799,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. 2BR/2BA Gulffront, 
remodeled in 2005. Everything new. $850,000. 813-
781-7562.

LUXURY 2BR/2BA CONDO with full Gulf view and 
deeded beach. Remodeled and newly furnished. 
Amenities galore, secure complex. Reduced to 
$749,000. Call Arline Spino of RoseBay Real Estate 
at 941-232-3971 or 941-751-0582.

GULFFRONT WITH BEAUTIFUL sunsets in this 
2BR/2BA remodeled and furnished condo. Gulf 
and bay screened lanais. Reduced to $499.000. 
Call Arline Spino of Rosebay Real Estate at 941-
232-3971 or 941-751-0572.

MINUTES TO BEACHES. Gorgeous vacation condo. 
Totally updated and upgraded! You won’t fi nd a nicer 
condo for this price! New wood fl ooring, carpet, 
paint, washer and dryer. Furnished. Heated com-
munity pool, clubhouse and tennis courts. $109,900. 
Chard Winheim, Horizon Realty, 941-713-6743.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

COMPLETELY RENOVATED MOBILE home. 
2BR/1BA. Nice size lot 16th Street, West Braden-
ton. $69,500. 941-538-0225.

RETIRING AND MUST sell my Riverview Boulevard 
home in Northwest Bradenton. 2,000 sf, 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage with huge family room, secluded 
pool, lanai and tropical garden area. Updated and 
well maintained. $310,000. 941-730-0100.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR per side. 
3,500 sf. Block to beach. $429,900. 941-807-5449.
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

105 81st St
Adorable beach house, 5BR/4BA 
one in from Gulf! Features rental 
apartment with good rental history!   
                        $899,000

100 36th St
Beachfront villa, luxuriously 
appointed with 3 suites. Large 
lanai overlooks gulf. Very pri-
vate and gated. 

$1,750,000

811 South Bay Blvd 
Adorable custom renovated 
and across from beach!  Beau-
tiful master suite and details 
throughout! 

$1,249,000

12324 Egret Harbour Way 
Elegant and spacious townhome in the maintenance-free community of Harbour Landings in Cortez. Beautifully 
finished open plan across from tennis courts and pool! Dining room, breakfast and office nooks, bonus room and 
screened lanai.  Great price!                    $499,000

Palm Isle Village 
Adorable cottages 300 feet from 
beach! Beautifully furnished, 
one level, pool, amazing Gulf 
views.  

From $525,000

INTRODUCING

909 North Shore
Beach front 3BR/3BA designer 
furnished and one level. Private 
fi nancing at 4.75 percent with  no 
closing costs.  

$1,590,000

 

2500 Gulf Dr 
New! Gulffront townhome. 
Beautifully fi nished, hardwood, 
granite and open plan with pool, 
garage and elevator.  

$1,349,000

 

GREAT BUY!

REAL ESTATE Continued

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF Palma Sola Bay! Gor-
geous 3BR/2BA condo has granite, Italian tile and 
plantation shutters. Too many other features to list. 
Priced to sell at $449,500. Contact barbfreeman@
alltel.net or 859-264-8644.

BEST CONDO VALUE Martinique South, top fl oor 
with best view and access. 2BR/2BA remodeled with 
garage, security. $599,000, make an offer. Call Paul 
Mitchell 941-737-3424, Ted Geeraerts Real Estate.

ISLAND OPPORTUNITY FOR only $780,000. 
3BR/2BA with pool, spa and boat dock in Key 
Royale. By owner, 941-356-1456.

REAL ESTATE Continued

VILLAGE GREEN: 4BR/2BA, family room, caged 
pool and private backyard. Exclusive Realtor, 941-
356-1456.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON HOME. A great condo 
alternative. Remodeled 3BR/2BA, family room, lanai 
and over two-car garage. No homeowner fees. 
$300,000. Owner/Agent, 941-356-1456.

KEY ROYALE POOL home on end of canal with 
large boat basin. Totally updated 2BR/2BA with 
family room, marble fl oors, cherry cabinets, Corian 
countertops and Corian in master bath, Furnished 
and ready for offers! $899,000. Deborah Thrasher, 
RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-7738 or www.fl gulf-
coast.net. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

STUCK IN FLORIDA? Can’t sell what you own? 
Trade your property for one of our lakefront homes 
or lots in the mountains of North Georgia or Western 
North Carolina. Call Darin at Bender Realty 800-
311-1340.

LAKEFRONT SALE! 3.2 acres $44,900 with deep, 
dockable water. Huge winter savings on gorgeous 
wooded acreage. Boat directly to Gulf of Mexico! 
Must see! Excellent fi nancing. Call about no closing 
costs special. 800-564-5092, ext. 954.

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com
INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

BRIGHT AND OPEN. Very spacious 2BR/2BA 
condo. Large heated pool. Easy walk to beach. Fur-
nished. $299,000. 

KEY ROYALE.  New 5,000 sq.ft., 4BR home with 
3 full and 2 half-baths, two fi replaces, elevator, pool 
and new dock. Outstanding. $1,999,000. 

LARGE OFFICE AND LARGE APARTMENT in the 
center of the Holmes Beach shopping area. Lots of stor-
age and over 3,000 sq.ft. under roof. Zoned for duplex 
and has 12,844 sq. ft. of land. $550,000.

VERY SPECIAL, Bayfront home 4BR/3BA. Hard-
wood fl oors, new kitchen. Huge Master bedroom 
with balcony overlooking Sarasota Bay. View of 
Gulf from 4th level deck.  Boat dock for large boat 
$1,595,000.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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