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Hazardous waste 
collection set for 

Jan. 26 at Coquina
 Island residents can dispose of household hazardous 
waste and other material Jan. 26 at Coquina Beach.
 The Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection is free, 
sponsored by Manatee County in conjunction with 
Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach and 
Longboat Key.
 Residents can dispose of solvents, paints, pesti-
cides, household chemicals, ammunition, fl ares, waste 
oil, propane tanks, fl uorescent lamps, mercury contain-
ing devices and batteries.
 Residents can also dispose of televisions, computer 
components, copiers, video and audio equipment and 
small household appliances.
 Prohibited items include radioactive items such as 
smoke detectors and bio-hazardous materials such as 
needles.
 The hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Gulf-side 
parking lot at Coquina.
 For more information, call the Manatee County 
utilities operation department at 941-708-8561.

One of Island’s 
own appears 

on national TV
 Anna Maria Island’s native son, Matt Borden, 
walked away with $25,000 Jan. 16 on the national 
television show, “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.” 
 Borden, a tourism specialist with the Lake Cham-
plain Chamber of Commerce in Burlington, Vt., was 
defi nitely on a roll. He even did his trademark “Three 
Stooges” imitation for host Meredith Vieira. 
 Before he got on the show, Borden said he told his 
girlfriend, Gloria, he’s good at Millionaire and she gave 
him a little push to tryout. “I never would have done it 
myself. I still have Island ambition,” he said.
 He got tickets for the show in New York City and 
showed up early to take the test. “I was one of six 
people out of a hundred to pass,” he said, adding that 
he thought it was easy. “I got a call two or three weeks 
later” to be on the show.
  “I taped the show in September. It was quite an 
experience.”
 Borden’s winning move was at the $25,000 level, 
when he was asked, “What author famously defi ned 
guts’ as ‘grace under pressure?’” The choice of answers 
were Stephen Crane, Ernest Hemingway, Jack London 
or John Steinbeck. His intuition was for Hemingway, 
and a poll of the studio audience went with his choice, 
and it was indeed Hemingway. 
 The former Islander was stumped on the next ques-
tion regarding islands, though, and switched the ques-
tion. The fi rst question was, “Said to resemble the shape 
of a butterfl y, the islands Basse-Terre and Grande-Terre 
are part of what French colony? Réunion, Martinique,
Guadeloupe, French Polynesia.” The correct answer is 
Guadeloupe. 
  Borden used both his “Phone A Friend” and 
“50-50” lifelines on his new $50,000 question, which 
was:  “In 1885, Joseph Meister made medical history 
when he became one of the fi rst humans to receive 
what? A) An appendectomy, B) Open-heart surgery, 
C) X-rays, D) A rabies inoculation.”
 The “PAF” turned out to be no help and, after 
using the “50-50,” Borden was left with “B” and “D” 

Former Islander Matt Borden appears Jan. 16 on “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.” The show can be seen 
locally on WTSP-10 weekdays at 7:30 p.m. Islander Photo: Courtesy ‘Millionaire’

PLEASE SEE BORDEN, NEXT PAGE

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Islanders like to remind visitors and new residents 
that Anna Maria Island is not like the mainland.
 Indeed. In today’s volatile real estate industry, sales 
agents will say that one can’t compare the Island’s real 
estate market with that of the mainland.
 That’s why reports from the Florida Association of 
Realtors that indicate prices and sales in the Manatee-
Sarasota metropolitan area showed a slight increase in 
November 2007 when compared with the same month 
in 2006 can’t be used as an Island indicator. It’s apples 
to oranges, noted Island real estate agent Jason Sato.
 “We’re a totally different market. The Island is 
unique,” he observed.
 “They can build another Lakewood Ranch, but they 
can’t build another Anna Maria Island,” said Sato.
 For Sato, 2007 was a good year, while 2008 looks 
to be at least as good.
 “Sales have defi nitely gotten better. There are more 
buyers out there,” he noted. And because Island prop-
erty prices have fallen recently, there are more people 
who now believe they can buy on Anna Maria Island, 
Sato added.
 According to the Anna Maria Island Property Sales 
Report published by Dantia Gould, the average price 
of a single-family home purchase on the Island at the 
end of September 2007 was $550,000 compared with 
a $783,000 average at the end of September 2006. The 
good news was that there were 56 sales during the third 
quarter of 2007 compared with just 44 for the same 
period in 2006.
 The condominium market was also in fl ux. The 
average price fell from $475,000 to $425,000 for the 
reporting periods noted. Condo sales, however, jumped 
from 132 to 175 units.
 With prices down from last year, Sato said prospec-
tive buyers are starting to show up looking for bargains. 
While December is traditionally a slow month in the 
real estate industry, Sato predicted that by March, the 

“usual lookers” will be back, but the serious buyers will 
also appear.
  Those serious buyers could be coming from Canada 
and overseas.
  Sato’s been getting a lot of interest from European 
buyers because of the weak dollar and some good pub-
licity about Anna Maria Island.
 “Europeans are coming in with money” and look-
ing for price. If a property is “price-pointed” properly, 
Sato believes there’s going to be a lot of activity this 
winter season.
 While Jessie Brisson at Gulf-Bay Realty has not 
been getting a lot of e-mails and calls from Europe-
ans, he has seen a signifi cant upswing in the number 
of inquiries, showings and sales on the Island.
 For the fi rst week of January 2008, there were 11 
closings, which is a “very good sign” for the Island. In 
some weeks last year at this time, there were only two 
or three properties that sold.
 With Island prices stabilizing, there are some good 
values in the market, he said.
 “Prices are not increasing, but neither are they 
decreasing. We seem to have settled down. But we’ll 
really know if the season was a hit by the end of April,” 
he added. 
 Gail Sterling of Re/Max Gulfstream real estate 
agreed.
 “Prices have defi nitely leveled off. A lot of proper-
ties are now affordable, especially to European buyers,” 
Sterling said.
 He noted that because of the favorable rate, Euro-
peans are now getting almost 50 percent more dollars 
in exchange for the Euro than they were two years ago. 
Sterling anticipates that the European and Canadian 
markets will be very good for Island sales this winter 
because of the exchange rate.
 “I expect to be very busy for the next three months,” 
he predicted with enthusiasm, a sentiment that just 
about everyone in the Island real estate market would 
echo — or like to echo.

Searching for prosperity? 
Time to buy on Island is now
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as options. He guessed wrong.
 The correct answer was a rabies shot. 
 But he walked away with $25,000 in winnings.
 Borden told the Burlington Free Press prior to the 
show airing “if he wins big on ‘Millionaire,’ he’ll buy 
a new car (his broke down while returning from NYC), 
do something nice for his girlfriend and write a screen-
play.
 With hopes the play’s story line will take place on 
Anna Maria Island, we’ll be looking forward to the 
$25k play.
 And we can look forward to seeing former Islander 
David Reid on “Crosswords” in April.

Borden gets $25K on TV show
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AMI bridge meeting draws sparse crowd

A Florida Department of Transportation map shows 
how vehicle traffi c to and from Anna Maria Island 
will be re-routed to the Cortez Bridge during the 45 
days the Anna Maria Island Bridge will be closed 
beginning Sept. 29.

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 There’s nothing like a little compromise to soothe 
the ire of Islanders upset with the Florida Department 
of Transportation’s original proposal for rehabilitating 
the Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 Fewer than 75 people attended the DOT’s public 
meeting Jan. 17 at St. Bernard Catholic Church to 
get an update on the planned $9.1 million project, a 
far cry from the estimated 400 who appeared at the 
church Oct. 29 to protest the DOT’s original plan. 
  Charges levied against the DOT at that meeting 
included that the DOT had a “failure to communicate” 
the bridge plans to appropriate local and county offi -
cials, not to mention the general public. It was a charge 
the DOT did not deny.
 Most complaints centered on the plan to close the 
bridge in April for 75 days.
 After public input and discussions with Manatee 
County offi cials and contractor Quinn Construction 
Company Inc. of Palmetto, the DOT presented a new 
proposal that called for the bridge to close Sept. 29 for 
just 45 days. 
 That apparently has soothed the savage Island beast, 
not to mention the anger of County Commissioner Joe 
McClash, who severely chastised the DOT last fall for 

its lack of communcation
 The Jan. 17 meeting was part of the DOT’s effort 
to improve communications with the public about the 
project. While not completely impressed, McClash said 
the department is now “making a good effort” to keep 
offi cials and the public abreast of the project.
  DOT public information officer Audrey Clarke 
served as moderator at the Jan. 17 meeting and said a 
Web site is now available at www.amibridgerehab.com
for the complete and up-to-date project information.
 Others who attended the meeting were not 
impressed with the effort.
 “It was kind of a non-event,” said Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Barford. “We didn’t need an historical 
update of the bridge,” nor another lesson why the bridge 
has to be renovated.
 She said she was disappointed there was no direct 
question-and-answer period between the public and 
the DOT offi cials in attendance as she still has con-
cerns about the opening and closing times of the Cortez 
Bridge when it becomes the sole means of access to the 
mainland. Barford said she e-mailed her questions to 
the DOT following the meeting.

 “I’m trying not to be negative, but we’re already a 
month late,” from the Jan. 7 start date the DOT had set 
after the October public meeting. “But, at least, we’re 
moving forward.”
  The current DOT plan calls for the contractor to 
begin preparation work on the project Feb. 4 with the 
scheduled closing to all vehicular traffi c from Sept. 29 
to Nov. 12. During this period, most vehicle traffi c to 
the Island from the mainland will have to utilize the 
Cortez Bridge. The Longboat Pass Bridge connecting 
Bradenton Beach to Longboat Key and parts south will 
be fully operational as well.
 According to the U.S. Coast Guard in Miami (see 
separate story) the AMI Bridge may occasionally be 
raised for some boat traffi c during this period.
 Quinn has a 400-day window to complete the proj-
ect and the DOT has offered a monetary incentive of 
$10,000 per day for every day the company completes 
the project before the limit.

Cortez Bridge opening adjustment 
offered to Coast Guard

 Island offi cials have offered their thoughts to deal 
with anticipated traffi c congestion during the pending 
closure to vehicular traffi c of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge for an estimated 45 days next fall.
 Members of the Island Transportation Planning 
Organization last week agreed to request that the U.S. 
Coast Guard restrict openings of the drawbridge on the 
Cortez Bridge during peak vehicular traffi c hours to ease 
the potential traffi c jams on the Island and mainland. 
 The Coast Guard’s bridge management specialist 
Michael Lieberum said the plan is to have the Cortez 
Bridge closed to boat traffi c between 6 a.m. and 10 
a.m., open on the half-hour between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
close to boaters from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., then open on 
demand for boaters from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m.
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford, a member of the 
ITPO, questioned if the plan addresses the school bus 
schedules to and from the Island. 
 ITPO suggested a review of the plan with the Man-
atee County School Board.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m., environmental education and 
enhancement committee meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Jan. 24, city commission work meeting — CAN-
CELED. 
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Jan. 22, 7 p.m., city commission meeting — CAN-
CELED.
Jan. 24, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting 
— CANCELED.
Jan. 25, 1:30 p.m., police retirement board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org 

Of Interest
Jan. 26, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., hazardous waste and e-scrap 
collection at Coquina Beach.
Jan. 28, 9:30 a.m., Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization meeting, Sudakoff Hall, USF/
New College campus, Sarasota.
Jan. 29, presidential preference primary election, 
various polling locations. 

Florida to hold election primary Jan. 29
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 “Change” seems to be the buzz word for January.
 “That’s what I’m looking for,” Hal Stark said last 
week, as he committed his vote in Florida’s Jan. 29 
presidential preference primary to John Edwards.
 But many other voters expressing a desire for 
change named other candidates seeking to relocate to 
the White House.
 “Change is good, defi nitely. Tell me a candidate 
who is more for change than Ron Paul,” Islander Wil-
liam Hinton said, endorsing the Republican congress-
man nicknamed “Dr. No.”
 Florida’s Republican primary ballot includes a “vote 
for one” choice of Paul, Mitt Romney, Mike Huckabee, 
John McCain, Rudy Giuliani, Duncan Hunter, Alan 
Keyes, Tom Tancredo or Fred Thompson. 
 The state’s Democratic primary ballot includes 
a “vote for one” choice of Edwards, Hillary Clinton, 
Barack Obama, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Christopher J. 
Dodd, Mike Gravel, Dennis J. Kucinich or William 
“Bill” Richardson. Biden and Dodd have dropped out of 
the race, but their names remain on the Florida ballot.
 Last week, in the days after Romney secured his 
fi rst primary win in Michigan and the candidates read-
ied their guns for South Carolina’s matchups, The 
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Islander conducted an informal survey on presidential 
preferences.
 The survey found enthusiastic support for each 
candidate, but the frontrunners were Clinton, Edwards 
and Obama among Democrats and McCain, Romney 
and Huckabee among Republicans.
 Regional differences, however, proved a factor. 
Voters who described themselves as native Florid-
ians named Southerners — Thompson, Huckabee and 
Edwards — more frequently than other voters. Voters 
with northern backgrounds seemed to favor Clinton, 
Obama and Giuliani.
 “You can take the New Yorker out of New York, but 
I’m still for Rudy all the way,” said Islander Christian 
Pate.
 And the overwhelming number of people surveyed 
said they were undecided — 73 percent.
 Among local offi cials, many surveyed said they 
will vote in the GOP primary.
 Florida state Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, sup-
ports McCain. Giuliani has the support of Florida state 

Rep. Ron Reagan, along with former Manatee County 
Sheriff Charlie Wells.
 Holmes Beach City Commissioner Pat Geyer votes 
Democratic and supports Clinton. “I just think she’s the 
best qualifi ed,” Geyer said.
 Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zacca-
gnino also was leaning toward Clinton — “because I 
think that she could hit the ground running faster than 
the others on healthcare, foreign policy and economic 
issues. Plus, you get a two-fer with Bill.”
 A number of officials were not certain of their 
choice, or not saying. Florida state Rep. Bill Galvano, 
R-Bradenton, has not indicated his preference. Holmes 
Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger remained undecided 
last week. “I’ve been distracted by other things,” said 
the mayor, whose post, as with other municipal offi ces 
on the Island, is nonpartisan.
 Bradenton Beach City Commissioners Janie Rob-
ertson and John Shaughnessy also went into the unde-
cided column.
 “I think the primary is more important than the 
general,” Shaughnessy said of the decision he faces.
 Robertson is a registered Republican and Shaugh-
nessy a registered Democrat, but both said they tend to 
vote independent of parties. Thus, Robertson said she 
plans to vote in the GOP primary, but when the general 
election comes around, her presidential candidate might 
be on the Democratic ticket. 
 Early voting in the primary began Jan. 14 and was 
to continue through Jan. 26 at the Manatee County 
Supervisor of Elections offi ce, 321 15th St. W., Braden-
ton. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Florida law requires voters to present identi-
fi cation with a signature and photo.
 Absentee balloting also is under way, with applica-
tions for an absentee ballot at www.votemanatee.com/
absent_reqform.asp. Absentee ballots must be fi led by 
election day.
 For voters waiting until Tuesday, Jan. 29, polling 
hours will be 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Anna Maria’s voters will 
go to Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive. Holmes 
Beach voters should check their registration card to 
determine whether they vote at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, or St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive. Bradenton Beach voters 
will cast ballots at Tingley Memorial Library, 111 
Second St. N., Bradenton Beach.
 Also on the ballot is Amendment 1, a proposed 
constitutional amendment regarding property taxes. 
(See related articles this issue.)
 For more information about voting, visit www.
votemanatee.com or call 941-741-3823.
 For results of local voting Jan. 29, go to www.
islander.org.
 Islander reporter Rick Catlin contributed to this 
report.

Fish fundraiser benefi ts shooting victim
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The early Saturday morning air carried a scent of 
smoke.
 Anna Maria Island Privateers were at work Jan. 19 
smoking mullet to sell in the parking lot of the Publix 
Super Market in Holmes Beach.
 Proceeds from the sale benefi ted the Sue Normand 
Relief and Recovery Fund.
 The fund was established to raise money to help 
the Holmes Beach businessperson cover the cost of 
her medical care and other expenses associated with 
rebounding from a Dec. 5 shooting at her store, Island 
Mail & More in the Anna Maria Island Centre Shops.
 Normand had just opened the store that Wednesday 
morning when a man identifi ed by authorities as Mark 
W. Koenigs, 54, entered, removed a handgun from a 
box and shot her in the abdomen.
 A motive has not been offered for the shooting, 
which left Normand with a shattered hip. She recalled 
that Koenigs had been a customer on a number of occa-
sions and that he seemed “off” that morning.
 Last week, Normand remained in temporary lodg-
ing on the Island, awaiting the installation of a lift at 
her elevated home in Holmes Beach.
 She said she hoped to go home by Feb. 1.

 Normand’s physician said she might be able to 
begin walking within the next six months. She cur-
rently is using a wheelchair.
 “As far as healing goes, my doctor says I seem to 
be coming along OK,” she said.
 She added that six months “seems like a long time 
away.”
 Since the shooting, Normand’s son, Stephen, has 
been running Island Mail & More, dividing his time 
between the store and his job as a DJ in the Tampa Bay 
area.
 “He’s doing a good job, but it’s diffi cult,” Normand 
said, referring to her son handling two jobs.
 Meanwhile, Koenigs has pleaded not guilty to 
charges associated with the shooting: one count of fi rst-
degree aggravated battery with a fi rearm, three counts 
of fi rst-degree aggravated assault on law enforcement 
with a fi rearm and one count of third-degree aggravated 
assault with a fi rearm.
 An arraignment scheduled for Jan. 18 at the Mana-
tee County Courthouse in Bradenton did not take place 
since Koenigs has already pleaded not guilty to the 
charges and demanded a jury trial.
 The next likely turn in the criminal case will be a 
challenge to the charges from Koenigs’ attorney, public 
defender Peter Belmont.

Aaaargh for mullet, good cause
Anna Maria Island Privateers — Scratch, Longlocks, Hammer and Redbeard — host a smoked mullet sale at 
the Publix Super Market in Holmes Beach Jan. 19 to raise money for the Sue Normand Relief and Recovery 
Fund. They smoked 226 fi sh to sell for $7 a piece. “It’s for a real good cause,” the fi rst customer of the day 
said. The Privateers agreed. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Anna Maria Island
Arts & Crafts Show

Located in the
Holmes Beach City Hall Field 

(off Marina Drive)
For Information Call  941-379-0951

• Artists and Crafters from 12 different states!
• Admission and parking are FREE.
• On site lectures provided by the

Wildlife Education Rehabilitation Center.
Stop by the booth and visit the birds!

12th Annual

Make plans to come!
10am-4:30pm Sat. & Sun. • Jan. 26 & 27

Thank you!
Rotary Club 
of Anna Maria 
Island thanks 
all who 
attended, 
supported and 
helped make 
it’s sixth annual
Extravaganza 
& Casino 
Night 
a great 
success.
See you 
next year!

West Manatee 
Fire accepts Twin 

Towers steel
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 An opening in the rough steel clearly forms the 
shape of a cross.
 Retired Jersey City, N.J., fi refi ghter Dennis Doran 
pointed this out as he donated the piece of steel, a sal-
vage piece from the World Trade Center, to the West 
Manatee Fire Rescue District.
 Doran, standing with Island friend and business-
person Sandy Mattick, offered the memorial piece to 
WMFR Chief Andy Price during a commission meeting 
Jan. 17 at Station No. 1 in Holmes Beach.
 Doran, who vacations on Anna Maria Island, served 
in the Jersey City Fire Department for 30 years before 
retiring in July 2006.
 On Sept. 11, 2001, al-Qaeda terrorists coordinated 
suicide attacks against the United States by hijacking 
four commercial planes. One crashed into the Pentagon 
near Washington, D.C. One crashed in a fi eld in Penn-
sylvania and two crashed into the World Trade Center 
in Manhattan, N.Y. The attacks killed 2,948 people; 24 
remain missing and are presumed dead. 
 On that day, Doran went to work in Battery Park, 
the public park at the southern tip of Manhattan where 
survivors of the attack on the World Trade Center gath-
ered en mass. 
 After the rescue effort at the Twin Towers had 
ceased, the salvage work began, Doran said.
 The salvage piece he donated to WMFR last week 
is a small section of a steel beam. “I don’t know which 
tower it came from,” Doran said. “But I do know it 
came from Ground Zero.”
 Doran decided to obtain the steel for WMFR after 
reading about a memorial the district plans to build at 
Station 1 on Marina Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Of the nearly 3,000 who died in the attacks, 346 
were emergency personnel, fi rst-responders such as 
fi refi ghters and police offi cers.

West Manatee Fire Rescue Chief Andy Price accepts 
a piece of steel from the World Trade Center from 
retired fi refi ghter Dennis Doran. Anna Maria busi-
nessperson Sandy Mattick introduced Doran to Price 
and encouraged the memorial dedication. Islander 
Photos: Lisa Neff

West Manatee Fire Rescue District’s Bryan Mikolay 
accepts his 10-year service award from Chief Andy 
Price during a district commission meeting Jan. 17 in 
Holmes Beach.

 Commissioners endorsed the effort to memorialize 
fallen fi refi ghters last year and hope to see the tribute 
dedicated this September.
 Firefi ghter Carlo Valente and Battalion Chief Barry 
Brooks have worked with Anna Maria architect Gene 
Aubry to create a symbolic tribute to the Twin Towers. 
Funding for the memorial will be raised with dona-
tions.
 Mattick helped put Doran in touch with district offi -
cials and encouraged the donation, which took longer 
to fi nalize than Doran anticipated.

 “It was given to us by the city of New York,” he 
said.
 He told fi refi ghters and the commission last week, 
“I’m just glad towns like this are putting up memori-
als.”
 In other business, Price presented Bryan Mikolay 
with a service award for 10 years of employment with 
the district. The commission also approved several 
reports and authorized the sale of some old and unused 
equipment.
 The commission’s next meeting will be at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 21, at Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

Fireworks task force to educate public
 The Island fi reworks task force headed by Anna 
Maria Mayor Fran Barford is planning to promote 
the dangers of illegal fi reworks on local television 
stations prior to the 2008 summer holidays.
 Barford said the task force will also be giving 
presentations in area schools and contacting Island 
rental agents to have them advise renters about the 
dangers of fi reworks and the fact that personal fi re-
works are illegal.
 The task force will be working in conjunction 
with the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce and the 

West Manatee Fire Rescue District to prepare the 
public service announcements on area television 
stations.
 The fi rst announcement will air prior to Memo-
rial Day in May, while most will be shown just before 
the July 4 holiday, which this year is on a Friday.
 The task force hopes to reduce the danger of 
accidental injury from the many private fi reworks 
displays that occur on the beach during the July 
4 holiday period, in addition to noting that these 
practices are against the law.
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Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro Shop

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Let us furnish your entire home. 
Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

Celebrating our 58th Anniversary! 
Family owned and operated since 1950 

Come shop and save at our major inventory 
clearance in all 3 stores, over $2 million in inventory.

We have to make room for the new 2008 lines! 
Next Day Delivery

Cortez boat ramp, fi ne — but elsewhere
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The Palma Sola Bay shore at Cortez is not the place 
for a public boat ramp, neighbors told Manatee County 
in response to Manatee Fruit Co.’s proposed big resi-
dential development there.  
 A gathering last week to outline the development 
for the public and get reactions drew opposition from 
nearby residents along with support from boaters who 
want more launching facilities in Manatee County. 
 Whiting Preston of Manatee Fruit Co., which has 
farmed the 346 acres for more than half a century, said 
the airing of its proposal was “good dialogue, helpful to 
everyone.” Now his staff and the county’s will have some 
additional information from which to proceed with the 
planning process, he said. County planner Norm Luppino 
said the next action will be for the applicant to submit any 
revisions to the proposal, probably in the spring. 
 Opposition was relatively minimal to the overall 
proposal for his Peninsula Bay project, just northeast 
of Cortez between Cortez Road and Palma Sola Bay, to 
include 1,123 homes, including 574 condominiums in 
fi ve-story buildings. That’s too many homes and too-
tall buildings, some said. 
 But what drew real fi re was the inclusion in Penin-
sula Bay of a public boat-launching ramp with parking 
for 78 vehicles with trailers, dry storage for up to 300 
boats, 120 private slips and a restaurant. 
 Patrick Francis, president of the homeowners 
association at Flamingo Cay, said he is not opposed to 
private development, but he is against increasing boat 
traffi c on Palma Sola Bay.  
 “It’s the wrong area,” he told the county commis-
sioners at the session in the commission chambers in 
Bradenton. “The stress on launching facilities is being 
brought mostly by development in east county and from 
other counties inland. Additional ramps should be built 
in Port Manatee, as suggested to the county many times 
over the years. There is space there, it’s designed for 
boat traffi c, it could be a solid revenue source for the 
county. Unlike this proposal, it would not affect our 
estuaries.” 
 Bob Gertz, owner of the nearby Parrot Cove Marina, 

agreed: “Our manatees that live here would be ham-
burger and their grass fl ats would be ruined. Seventy-
eight parking spaces would mean more than 100 vehi-
cles and trailers a day on a weekend in season. That’s 
way overloading Cortez Road and Manatee Avenue.” 
 County commissioners agreed there is a severe 
shortage of boat-launching facilities, not only here but 
nationwide. Commissioner Joe McClash objected to 
the fi ve-story buildings and Ron Getman said he would 
oppose any public money going into the Peninsula 
Bay ramp. Carol Whitmore, who lives on Anna Maria 
Island, conceded the need for more ramps. Commis-

sioner Jane von Hahmann, who lives in Cortez, said 
she is keeping close track of the proposal, which has 
not yet been introduced formally to the commission.
 Preston noted that Manatee Fruit had been discuss-
ing prospects for a boat ramp with county planners for 
years — “the county long ago identifi ed two possible 
sites on the property, and we’ll go on working to take 
the neighbors’ comments into account. 
 “We’ll keep working with the county to make it come 
out best for everyone. It’s early in the process yet.”  

Center cancels 
concert

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center has 
canceled the Dream Classics concert scheduled for 
Saturday, Jan. 25.
 Ticketholders are asked to bring their tickets to the 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, for a refund.
 The announcement came days after the Center 
hosted its fi rst concert of the season, the Billy Rice 
Band, on Jan. 12.
 That event was a success, said Sandee Pruett, direc-
tor of the Center’s adult programming.
 “We had about 180 attend and everyone looked like 
they were having a fantastic time,” Pruett said of the 
event.
 But tickets to the Dream Classics event featuring 
Big Band tunes did not sell as well as organizers had 
hoped, Pruett said.
 Still on the agenda are several fundraising dances 
and concerts at the Center, including the Sweetheart 
Dance organized by the Anna Maria Island Kiwanis 
Club on Thursday, Feb. 14. The dance will take place 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m., with proceeds from the $12 
ticket sales benefi tting the Center.
 Also, coming up at 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 3, is a free 
concert featuring the U.S. Air Force Band’s Reserve 
Generation.  Concertgoers should expect contemporary 
music — rhythm and blues, jazz, country and pop.
 For more information, call the Center at 941- 778-
1908.

Board mergers 
approved

 Two advisory boards with similar goals and 
objectives have joined into one entity, subject to 
Bradenton Beach City Commission ratifi cation.
 The city’s scenic highway committee and its 
Waterfronts: Accessible, Viable, Ecological and Sus-
tainable group have both agreed to become one. Both 
groups deal with similar elements within the city: land-
scaping, bike paths, sidewalks and other streetscape 
projects. WAVES presently takes a more active role 
in the city pier and other waterborne functions.
 Since much that goes on with the waterfront would 
involve traffi c, scenic highway could be involved. 
 Both bodies also lack active membership.
 Still to come are bylaw changes and, of course, 
city commission approval. 
 Scenic highway will probably be a sub-com-
mittee to the joint boards, at least for the next few 
months, as that body hammers out a new manage-
ment plan for Gulf Drive. 
 In other business, the groups agreed to update a 
visitor’s guide featuring Bradenton Beach. A guide 
was completed with WAVES grant funds last year 
and was quickly snatched up by visitors.
 The new guide will feature advertising to help 
offset costs, as well as a map of Bradenton Beach.
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SLICK  By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

Winter heats up …
 Baby, it’s cold outside. But our winter season is 
heating up, and none too soon for merchants, inn-
keepers, restaurateurs and other businesses dependent 
on tourism to make the “cut” and survive the lean 
summer.
 It’s way too soon to predict, but risking some cred-
ibility on our reputation and 15 years experience in 
reporting and forecasting, we believe things are look-
ing up. 
 At least the past few weeks have seen some prop-
erty sales reported. It’s a good sign that there are buyers 
and sellers connecting. The future there will depend on 
buyers who are willing to make offers, and sellers who 
are willing to negotiate and deal. 
 This Island market can’t be judged by what hap-
pens elsewhere in real estate — not even Longboat Key 
compares, although recent years saw prices come up in 
value to Longboat, Siesta and Gasparilla. 
 Time will be the true test, and there’s no time like 
now.
 It was a long summer, long fall, and a slow start, 
but hopefully business is on the up and up. 
 Now, as to the weather, well, after seeing the Pack-
ers and Giants game and the temperature in Green Bay, 
Wis., of -24 degrees compared by TV commentators to 
North Pole, Alaska, Greenland and Moscow, in the plus 
20s, what can we complain about except the Packers 
loss?
 Florida residents need a little cold for the “appre-
ciation factor,” to recall and value the reasons why they 
came to the Sunshine State. And we need a little cold 
snap every now and again to make use of our fi replaces, 
wear a few sweaters that otherwise only see mothballs, 
and signal the coming of Little League, the Grapefruit 
League and spring training and the startup of Girl Scout 
cookie sales.
 So long as the strawberries and citrus crops are 
spared the cold, we can still enjoy the smoked mullet 
purchased Saturday from the Privateers, indoor s’mores, 
hot wings and a TV movie, some youth basketball games 
at the Center, a good play by Island Players in a toasty 
theater, and, thanks to TiVo, we can rewatch our friend 
Matt Borden on “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.”
 We must, however, say goodbye this week to a 
good friend of the newspaper, a good friend to the envi-
ronment and a gentle woman who didn’t fear challeng-
ing inequities in government — Joan Perry. 
 She was a great watchdog, an asset at researching 
and overseeing land development issues and she was 
a strong advocate for ManaSota-88, following in big 
footsteps after the death of Gloria Rains of that envi-
ronmental organization.
 The battles Joan fought were big ones and she man-
aged to make a difference. She will be missed.
 Joan could only battle cancer successfully for 
so long, but she never gave up fi ghting for what she 
believed in, and for that we thank her. 
 Winter now seems a little colder.
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Thank you, AMI
 There truly are no better words I can say except 
“thank you” from a mother’s heart. Since the very fi rst 
days of Tiffi any’s passing, I have never felt more love 
and compassion than that expressed from the people of 
Anna Maria Island, Bradenton and Longboat Key. 
 From the bench that sits at the Rod & Reel Pier to 
recently being named “Islander of the year” — how 
cool is that! — so many people have stepped up and 
continue to step forward to take Tiff’s initiative to a 
national level. This is a huge project and I would wel-
come anyone who has time or resources. 
 I urge everyone, if you have not registered, to do 
so today. If you have, tell people and continue to tell 
everyone you know — neighbors, co-workers, employ-
ees and customers if you own a business. Your reward 
will be knowing that you may have made a difference 
in another family’s life.
 To register, go to www.toinformfaliesfi rst.com.
 Christine Olson, Anna Maria Island

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.

What’s with Cortez nowadays?
 What in the world is going on around Cortez? It 
used to be a picturesque, quiet place with picturesque 
and not-so-quiet people, strong and productive and 
happy with their village. 
 Now they have to live across the road from monster 
buildings going up for commercial profi t, a residential 
development coming along that has torn away every-
thing but bare ugly dirt, and just up the road a truly huge 
development. I’ll bet the regular people of Cortez are 
dismayed by it all. But what can you do? The county 
has allowed it, probably even encouraged it.
 The brightest spots are on the village side of the 
road, such as that big nature preserve and the maritime 
museum, though the preserve still gets some garbage 
piled into it. I strolled through just the other day, and it 
looks wonderful. Except for the garbage. I hope they 
catch someone dumping there and turn some tough old 
commercial fi shermen loose on him for a few minutes. 
Maybe they’ve softened up with age, and will only tear 

off one limb. The fi rst time. 
 The waterfront hasn’t changed and I hope it won’t. 
It’s one reason I and others keep wandering back 
through, like during the festival which I see by the 
paper is coming the middle of February. 
 Keep yourself, Cortez, don’t let the new intruders 
take you over. 
 Juan Rodriguez, Longboat Key

Love those big white pelicans
 As a frequent visitor to Anna Maria Island, I truly 
enjoy the wildlife. Recently, at lunch at Cortez Kitchen, 
as we were parking, I noticed the white pelicans perched 
on a sandbar off the shoreline. 
 As I saw these white pelicans, I realized that as a 
downtown Sarasota resident I was not used to seeing 
anything similar other than our more usual brown birds. 
I was blown away — up here, you’ve got these white, 
white, big pelicans that titivate your waters. It’s more 
drab in Sarasota with plain brown.
 The sight of those white pelicans was an artistic 
vision. I love Cortez, with its work boats and nets and 
docks and historic ambiance. But when I pulled up and 
saw those birds, I lost track of the village and became 
enraptured by the birds. 
 I have since learned that white pelicans are a migra-
tory avian that visit Southwest Florida in the fall, stay 
for the winter, then returns to northern haunts in the 
spring. The birds seem to embody the term “snow-
birds,” and are as much loved as our winter visitors.
 I don’t know what it is that attracts white pelicans 
to Cortez over my region, but I congratulate you for 
doing whatever it is you do to draw these big birds and 
keep them coming to your shores. 
 Jan Guffey, Sarasota
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City rejects paper’s settlement offer
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Bradenton Beach City Commission Jan. 17 
rejected The Islander’s most recent settlement offer in 
a lawsuit against the city.
 The newspaper fi led a complaint in April alleging 
city offi cials violated public records and Government-
in-the-Sunshine laws in the handling of a sexual harass-
ment complaint.
 A judge ruled on that complaint last fall and now 
both parties in the suit are seeking attorneys fees and 
costs — the total exceeds $100,000.
 Bradenton Beach Mayor Michael Pierce and Com-
missioners John Chappie, Janie Robertson, Bob Con-
nors and John Shaughnessy met Jan. 17 with city attor-
ney Ricinda Perry in a closed-door “strategy session 
related to litigation expenses.”
 Following the hour-long discussion, the meeting 
was reopened to the public and the board voted unani-
mously to reject a settlement offer from The Islander
and reaffi rm the city’s intent to recover its expenses 
from the paper.
 The motion, written by Perry, made by Chappie 
and seconded by Robertson, stated, “I move to direct 
Lewis, Longman and Walker reject the fees presented 
in The Islander’s latest offer and to counter offer that 
The Islander pay the attorneys fees and costs incurred 
to date by the city of Bradenton Beach for defending” 
the city against the paper’s suit.
 The motion further stated that the city “clearly 
prevailed on counts 1, 2 and 3” in The Islander’s com-
plaint.
 City offi cials and the newspaper are at odds over the 
interpretation of the judge’s ruling in the initial lawsuit, 
fi led by the newspaper in April 2007 and asserting that 
the city violated public records and open government 
laws in its handling of a sexual harassment complaint 
fi led by a city employee.
 Both parties claimed victory after Manatee County 
Circuit Judge Peter Dubensky ruled in the case. The 
judge found that the city did violate the public records 
law by withholding several documents. However, he 
also found “insuffi cient evidence” to fault the city for 

violating the Sunshine Law. The judge wrote that the 
court “grants in part and denies in part” the newspaper’s 
claims.
 That decision set the stage for a new dispute over 
who would pay the legal costs of the suit and how 
much.
 A hearing on attorneys fees began Jan. 8 and was 
continued until Feb. 8 at the courthouse in Bradenton 
before Circuit Court Judge Edward Nicholas.
 Attorney Kendra Presswood, daughter of newspa-
per publisher Bonner Joy, has fi led a request to recover 
from the city $59,448 in fees and costs on behalf of The 
Islander.
 Meanwhile, attorney Kevin Hennessy, representing 
the city, has fi led a motion seeking $49,956 in attorneys 
fees and $3,516 in costs from The Islander.
 Presswood presented part of her case at the Janu-
ary hearing, arguing that the newspaper successfully 
showed that the city improperly withheld public 
records.
 She also offered a settlement — that the newspaper 
would accept $53,472.97 — the same amount charged 
to the city by its law fi rm. It was that offer the elected 
offi cials rejected last week.
 Responding to the commission’s vote, Presswood 
said, “It is amazing to me that the city continues to 
insist the newspaper wronged them when in fact they 
were found by a court of law to be the wrongdoers. It 
appears that they not only have no respect for the laws 
that govern them, but do not respect the courts either.”
 “There is no legal or factual basis to support the city 
asking The Islander to pay any of their costs or attorneys 
fees,” Presswood added. “The only thing that is going 
to result from their vote is that they are going to spend 
more money on unnecessary litigation and end up owing 
the newspaper more money in fees instead of less.”
 The newspaper’s quest for attorneys fees will 
resume Feb. 8.
 Hennessy has acknowledged that the newspaper is 
entitled to recover some fees and costs, but not the full 
amount. He pointed out that there was insuffi cient evi-
dence to prove the newspaper’s claim that city offi cials 
violated the Government-in-the-Sunshine Law.

 • A shopping plaza was proposed by developer Jim 
Toomey for construction on the site of the old Anchor-
age Inn property at the Pine Avenue-Bay Boulevard 
intersection in Anna Maria. Toomey said the proposal 
called for two separate buildings, including a two-story 
structure that can accommodate small offi ces and busi-
nesses.
 • Holmes Beach city commissioners Carol Whit-
more and Ron Robinson along with Joy Courtney and 
Lou Fiorentino all qualifi ed for election March 10 to 
the offi ce of mayor, which was being vacated by Bob 
VanWagoner. 
 • Anna Maria Fire District Commissioner Sandy 
Haas-Martens announced she was resigning her posi-
tion to run for a seat on the Holmes Beach City Com-
mission.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Jan. 13 65 80 .50Jan. 13 65 80 .50
Jan. 14 53 71 0Jan. 14 53 71 0
Jan. 15 55 77 0Jan. 15 55 77 0
Jan. 16 53 74 0Jan. 16 53 74 0
Jan. 17 64 72 1.20Jan. 17 64 72 1.20
Jan. 18 63 70 0Jan. 18 63 70 0
Jan. 19 63 74 TraceJan. 19 63 74 Trace
Average Gulf water temperature 67°Average Gulf water temperature 67°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.



8  JAN. 23, 2008  THE ISLANDER

BUTTERFLY BASHBUTTERFLY BASH
to benefi t The Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park
6-9pm • Friday • Feb. 8
St. Bernard Catholic Church Fellowship Hall
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach

Buffet Dinner • Cash Bar
Entertainment by The Blues Pig Band
Silent Auction
$20 donation per person

Tickets available at: Anna Maria Island Chamber and The Islander 
- Holmes Beach, Chapae - Anna Maria, Simply Put - Cortez and 
KK’s ARTique - Longboat Key, SunTrust Bank - W. Bradenton at 
7419 Manatee Ave.

Board gets virtual tour of AME gardens

Joey Cucci and Francesca Akel, fourth-graders at Anna Maria Elementary 
School, attended the Manatee County School Board meeting last week to talk 
about the school’s garden program. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Anna Maria Elementary School principal Tom Levengood and fourth-grade students 
Joey Cucci and Francesca Akel step to the podium during the Manatee County School 
Board meeting Jan. 14. The three offered a short presentation on how the school’s 
extensive gardening program teaches conservation, as well as reading, writing and 
arithmetic.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County School Board members learned 
Jan. 14 about a program blooming at Anna Maria Ele-
mentary School.
 AME principal Tom Levengood and fourth-grade 
students Joey Cucci and Francesca Akel introduced a 
virtual tour of the Island school’s gardens — a peace 
garden, an edibles garden, a sensory garden, a butterfl y 

garden and a wildfl ower garden.
 Joey boasted to the board that while working in the 
garden, students learn reading, writing, arithmetic and 
science skills.
 Francesca told the board, “We get to go outside and 
enjoy nature.” Plus, she said, students learn about bugs 
and practice teamwork.
 Both students told The Islander they were slightly 
nervous about addressing the board.
 “I had to remember to swallow,” Francesca said.
 Following their comments, the board watched a 
DVD narrated by AME guidance counselor Cindi Har-
rison that provided a tour of the school’s gardens.
 Through the gardening program, AME is cultivat-
ing minds for lifelong learning, Harrison said in the 
seven-minute fi lm.
 The garden program especially emphasizes reading 
and writing as students go through the Literacy in the 
Garden curriculum.
 “Every student in every class authors a book,” Har-
rison said, adding that students have learned the various 

AME MeNU
Monday, Jan. 28

Breakfast: Breakfast Burrito, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Breaded Chicken on a Bun or “Bosco” 
Sticks with Marinara Sauce, Chips, Green Beans, 

Tangerines
Tuesday, Jan. 29

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Biscuit, Cereal, 
Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Macaroni and Cheese or Fish Nuggets, 
Broccoli, Roll, Applesauce

Wednesday, Jan. 30
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, Super 

Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets, Assorted Salads and 
Sandwiches, Veggies with Dip, Mixed Fruit, 

Chocolate Chip Chortles
Thursday, Jan. 31

Breakfast: Muffi ns, Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Half a Hoagie Sandwich or Popcorn 
Chicken, Chicken Noodle Soup, Cucumber Coins 
with Dip, Strawberries and Bananas, Happy 

Birthday Cupcake
Friday, Feb. 1

Breakfast: Pancakes with Syrup, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Pizza or Grilled Chicken Sandwich, 
Garden Salad, Corn, Grapes and Orange 

Smiles��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

aspects of publishing, from writing to editing to print-
ing.
 Joey and Francesca both said they favored the 
tasty lessons in the edibles garden, from which har-
vested produce and herbs are sold to the Beach Bistro 
in Holmes Beach.
 “I’ve learned what it takes to get the vegetables 
from seeds into the store,” Joey said. “It’s like learning 
the value of a dollar.”
 Plus, he said, “It tastes better than buying food from 
a store.”
 Francesca said while working in the edibles garden 
“You get to see what people go through to get what they 
need to eat.”
 Also during the school board meeting, Levengood 
asked to be placed on a future agenda to discuss naming 
AME’s auditorium for James Kronus, the school’s lon-
gest-standing principal.
 Levengood said that with district permission for the 
naming, AME faculty, parents and students will proceed to 
hold a reception and dedication for the former principal.

School choice enrollment under way
 Parents who want to send their child to a school 
other than the one to which they are assigned for the 
2008-09 school year, need to apply during the “School 
Choice Open Enrollment Period” which runs through 
Friday, Feb. 8.
 This period is the only time during the year when 
parents can apply to have their child attend another 
school without giving a specified reason for the 
move. 
 Applications are available at school sites, or online 
at www.manateeschools.net by clicking on “School 
Choice.” 
 School choice decisions may be of particular inter-
est to parents of students moving from elementary to 
middle school, and from middle to high school because 
of the variety of magnet themes and academy programs 
offered at district schools, according to district spokes-

person Margi Nanney.
 In addition, parents may use school choice to enroll 
their child in International Baccalaureate programs 
offered at Wakeland Elementary, Johnson Middle and 
Southeast High. 
 Approval of school choice applications are subject 
to enrollment capacities and other demographic criteria. 
Choice options for elementary students are limited to 
schools within a specifi c geographical cluster, and to a 
specifi c geographical region for middle school students. 
High school students can use school choice to attend 
any high school. It’s important to note that students 
new to the school system will need to present a certi-
fi ed birth certifi cate at the time they apply for school 
choice, Nanney said.
 For more information, call the district’s parent 
information center at 941-708-4971.
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Tax reform amendment 
illusive to many

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Floridians will head to the polls 
Jan. 29 to vote on a property tax reform 
amendment vote that will likely impact 
Florida’s lucrative real estate and con-
struction industry, regardless of the out-
come.
 But many Floridians, and perhaps 
Islanders, are a bit “confused” on the 
issue.
 While Gov. Charlie Crist has come 
out in support of Amendment 1, a 
number of tax reform groups, includ-
ing the Holmes Beach-based Coalition 
Against Runaway Taxation, claim the 
amendment does not address the basic 
tax problem in Florida.
 The problem could well be that few 
people really understand what Amend-
ment 1 proposes, and what it will or 
won’t do for property owners and local 
and state government.

Amendment 1: Additional 
homestead exemption:

 • Every current owner of a home-
steaded property will get an additional 
$25,000 exemption (for properties with 
values greater than $75,000) beginning 
in 2008, bringing the total exemption to 
$50,000. Proponents estimate this will 
save homesteaded homeowners on aver-
age $240 a year.

Portability:
  The benefits a homeowner has 
gained from the Save Our Homes 
amendment, which caps at 3 percent up 
to $50,000 homesteaded property’s tax-
able value annual increase, can be 100 
percent transferred to another home-
steaded property.
   In other words, Amendment 1 allows 
Floridians to sell their current home and 
move into a new residence and bring the 
accumulated SOH benefi t from their old 
home to the new home. They will no 
longer have to begin paying the total value 
of taxes on their new residence with just a 
$25,000 homestead exemption deducted 
from the value for tax purposes.
 If someone has accumulated a 
$100,000 SOH benefi t on their current 
home, that amount transfers against the 
total market value of a new home, in 
addition to the $50,000 homeowners 
exemption that would be available.

Downside:
 But the additional $25,000 exemp-
tion offered by Amendment 1 does not 
apply to school tax levies, although the 
original $25,000 exemption will still 
apply against those taxes. This is to keep 
money available for Florida schools, 
according to Crist.
 Amendment 1 does not apply to 
second homes, investment properties and 
business property owners, who, opponents 
claim, will bear an ever-increasing burden 
of taxation if the amendment passes.

Passage could raise 
millage rates

 While the amendment would reduce 
property taxes, a recent article in the 
Tampa Tribune states that there’s noth-
ing in the amendment to prevent local 
governments from raising the tax mill-
age rate to make up for the revenue the 
governments will lose under Amend-
ment 1.

‘Bones’ for non-homestead 
owners

 A few “bones” for non-homestead 
property owners have been added to the 
amendment, such as limiting the annual 
growth of assessed value to 10 percent 
for their properties. This limitation does 
not apply to school tax levies and expires 
in 10 years.
 The amendment would also create 
a tangible personal property exemption 
of $25,000 for business properties, a 
savings of about $450 per business per 
year. With the exemption in place, an 
estimated 1 million of Florida’s 1.3 mil-
lion business owners won’t have to fi le 
a detailed return because they would be 
exempt from the tangible personal prop-
erty tax, according to Todd Dawkins, 
publisher of a mortgage and real estate 
newsletter in Boynton Beach.
 Despite the “bones,” however, CART 
remains unconvinced that Amendment 1 
is a long-term solution to Florida’s tax 
and government revenue problems.
 CART claims that Amendment 1 
won’t save Florida’s traditional “mom-
and-pop” motels from large property 
value increases and many will eventu-
ally be forced out of business or con-
vert to condominiums because of ever-
increasing taxes and no relief.
 Additionally, CART believes that 
because fi rst-time homebuyers moving 
to Florida and investors from outside 
the state looking to buy a Florida home 
aren’t getting any major tax break under 
Amendment 1, they’re declining to buy 
in Florida. As home sales and single-
family home values plummet in the 
Sunshine State, the state’s real estate 
and new-home construction industries 
will continue in decline, CART claims.
 CART also noted in its statement 
that while portability “sounds good” 
in CART’s view it is too complicated 
because of double levels of “portability.” 
  Amendment 1 also removes the 
“Save Our Home” exemption from the 
property forever, said CART. Therefore a 
new owner will be “subject to the whims 
of the appraiser and the market. Because 
of this, portability does not protect the 
fi rst-time buyer nor any future owner of 
the property once the Save Our Homes 
exemption has been removed.” 
  Portability is good, but it should be 
universal and not tiered, said CART, 
adding that there should be a “better 
way” to establish portability.
  CART was not in favor of the addi-
tional $25,000 homestead, claiming that 
“all it does is give added relief to that 
segment of the population that is already 
getting the ‘best tax breaks.’”
  And, since more than 50 percent 
of the ad valorem tax is made up of 
school taxes, the second exemption of 
$25,000 is really worth just $12,500, 
said CART.
 “That will provide a tax savings of 
just over $200, which will get you a new 
i-Pod,” concluded CART.
 So, what is the best answer on 
whether or not Amendment 1 will ben-
efi t Florida?
 Crist claims passage of Amendment 
1 will lower property taxes for all Florida 
families, easing their fi nancial burden.
 Amendment 1 will “bring real tax 
cuts to real people,” he said. The bottom 
line is that “Citizens should not be taxed 

PLEASE SEE TAX, NEXT PAGE
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Barnett Blindsaarrrrnnneeettttt BBBBBlliinnnds
“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

Everything Under The SunEverything Under The Sun

Just in:
Mixon Farms 
Citrus & Juice

• Full-Service Garden Center 
• Yard Maintenance • Pool Maintenance 
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Mulch, Shell, Rock Delivered and Spread

5704 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 941.778.4441

6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 
795-3900 or 800-741-4390 • 9-6 Mon - Fri • 9:30-12:30 Sat
Fantasy Travel

Come to a presentation 
and learn more about these great companies.
Wed. Jan. 23. 10am: Hurtengruten Cruise Lines 
–Norway/Fjords/Antartic/Artic 
Tues., Feb. 12, 4-6pm: Trafalgar Tours 
– European & More 
Tues., Feb. 19, 4-6pm: Insight Tours – 
Europe, USA and more. Refreshments & 
Door Prizes, please RSVP to Brittanie

Grand Opening Grand Opening 
Celebration!Celebration!

Come say hi and see our 
gorgeous sterling silver jewelry!

5-7pm, Thursday, Jan. 24 
Live Music • Refreshments 

Located inside Club Bamboo 
2502 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach 

941.778.4050

Tide and Moon 
Gift Shoppe 

Got yoga on AMI?Got yoga on AMI?

island yoga space
at body & sol spa

9805 gulf drive • 2nd fl oor9805 gulf drive • 2nd fl oor
anna mariaanna maria

941.778.3149

wwwwwww.islandyogaspace.com

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

7604 Cortez Rd. • Bradenton • 761-0607

       Choose from Leather • Metallic 
• Handpainted Handbags • Accessories • Jewelry

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous designer names!

BACH TOCCATAS AND FUGUES
AND OTHER FAVORITES

FOR PIPE ORGAN
Including Fantasia and Fugue 

in g minor  “The 
Great” played on the 
Island’s pipe organ by 
resident organist Carl 

Parks.(Free Admission 
- Good Will Offering)

3pm • Sun. • Jan. 27 • Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Palm and Marina Drives • Free trolley stop No. 27 

Anna Maria Island. 941-778-1813

out of their homes,” said Crist.
 But opponents, including CART, claim Amend-
ment 1 will do more harm than good because it will 
adversely affect the state’s real estate and construction 
industries, causing a loss of jobs and a further erosion 
of the already-fragile tax base found in many municipal 
and county governments.
 A loss or decline in revenue for local governments 
will eventually mean a reduction in services and elimi-
nation of jobs in both the public and private sector.
 As an example, CART pointed to the recent 
announcement by boat manufacturer Wellcraft Inc. 
that it is closing its Bradenton factory because it 
has been unable to get tax relief from either state or 
county sources. An estimated 250 jobs will be lost 
from the area later this year when Wellcraft moves 
to North Carolina, which has offered the company an 
estimated $7 million tax benefi t package to move its 
plant to that state.
 On Anna Maria Island, however, the jury is still out 
on whether or not Amendment 1 will help or hinder the 
Island’s “progress.”
 In the past 18 months, an estimated 100-plus real 
estate agents have left Island real estate companies, 
either seeking employment elsewhere or changing pro-
fessions. Declining sales and values left many agents 
with few income prospects in a highly competitive 
industry.
  Since 2002, more than 300 motel/hotel rooms have 
disappeared from the accommodation industry inven-
tory as those owners have converted their properties to 
condominiums, rather than face the annual burden of 
ever-increasing property taxes.
 A number of shopping centers have either “condo-
ized” their units or simply passed their tax and property 
insurance increases on to their tenants, who, in turn, 
have been forced to raise prices.

CART alternative
  While CART objects to Amendment 1, it supports 
an initiative that would tax all properties at 1.35 per-
cent of their taxable value. The tax would cover all 
properties — homesteaded and non-homesteaded, 
rental properties, commercial properties, second 
homes, multi-family properties, gulf-side properties 
and inland properties. It is universal in scope and 
is supported by grassroots organizations similar to 
CART all across the State, but not on the ballot.

Tax reform on ballot Tuesday
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Mayors speak
  In Holmes Beach, Mayor Rich Bohnenberger has 
consistently characterized the Legislature’s proposed 
Amendment 1 as nothing more than pandering to 
voters.
  “I think it is a hodgepodge-thing that was thrown 
together to garner votes,” Bohnenberger said. “And I 
think legislators should be ashamed of themselves.”
  Bohnenberger said the measure fails to address the 
No. 1 problem with the property tax system, which is 
the assessing of property at the highest-and-best use 
rather than actual use.
  “The real problem is the application of property 
taxes, not the tax rate,” the mayor said. “Plus, they are 
not really giving anything to non-homestead property 
owners and commercial property owners are being 
ignored.”
  Asked whether he’s fi elded many questions from 
voters in regards to Amendment 1, Bohnenberger said, 
“No.” 
  He added a concern that ballot questions too often 
draw easy yes votes. “The pigs vote is a good example,” 
Bohnenberger said. In 2002, voters approved Amend-
ment 10 to the Florida Constitution, which limited the 
“cruel and inhumane confi nement of pigs during preg-
nancy.”
 Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford and city staff 
examined the proposed amendment and reached these 
conclusions on how it would affect the city:
 • The city would lose “approximately” $30,000 in 
ad valorem tax revenues using the current 1.7882 mill-
age rate. This amounts to about a $45 reduction in taxes 
per homeowner in the city.
 • The decline of property values alone could shrink 
the tax base, which would reduce ad-valorem tax rev-
enues “to a great extent,” or even cause a roll-forward 
rate instead of a rollback.
 • Regardless of whether or not the amendment 
passes, the Legislature still has the authority to set 
another state-mandated rollback rate such as the one 
enacted last summer.

Islanders split
 In an informal Islander survey of several dozen 
registered voters on Anna Maria Island regarding 
Amendment 1, the electorate was split.
  Forty-one percent of those surveyed favor the 
amendment, while 39 percent oppose the measure. 
The remaining 20 percent said they were undecided. 
Interestingly, all voters surveyed said they planned to 
vote Jan. 29.

District warns of possible 
cuts under Amendment 1

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 A proposed constitutional amendment on 
property tax reform threatens local school funding, 
according to an analysis by the Manatee County 
School District.
 District administrator Louis Robison briefed 
members of the Anna Maria Elementary School 
Advisory Council Jan. 14 on the impact to schools 
of the “Property Tax  Exemptions; Limitations on 
Property Tax Assessments” amendment. Amend-
ment 1 is on the Jan. 29 presidential preference pri-
mary ballot. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
primary Tuesday.
 “It will be a lot of money over fi ve years to 
lose,” Robison said of the potential Manatee County 
School District cuts, which are estimated at $72 mil-
lion over fi ve years. The amendment, if adopted, 
could potentially cut the district’s operations budget 
during that period by $53 million and the capital 
budget by $19 million.
 Already, Robison said, the schools are anticipat-
ing fi nancial diffi culty due to declines in sales tax 
revenues.
 The proposed amendment, according to a state-
certifi ed explanation, would change Florida’s con-
stitution relating to property taxation. With respect 
to homestead property, the revision would increase 
the homestead exemption and allow homestead 
property owners to transfer up to $500,000 valu-

ation of their Save-Our-Homes benefits to their 
next homestead. With respect to non-homestead 
property, the revision would provide a $25,000 
exemption for tangible personal property and limit 
assessment increases for specifi ed non-homestead 
real property.
 The amendment, which is endorsed by Gov. 
Charlie Crist and was sponsored by the Florida Leg-
islature, is being touted in “Yes on 1” commercials 
as a salve for homeowners who have seen property 
taxes in the state more than double in the past fi ve 
years.
 “This tax cut allows homeowners the portabil-
ity to take their Save our Homes tax savings with 
them when they move, and it doubles the homestead 
exemption, providing greater savings for Florid-
ians. Amendment 1 will bring real tax cuts to real 
people,” Crist said on the Amendment 1 campaign 
trail last week.
 But opponents are many, mostly representatives 
from local government agencies and unions that have 
formed the Florida is Our Home coalition.
 School boards, superintendents, PTO groups, 
teachers associations and SACs are raising educa-
tion’s concerns.
 Manatee County School District offi cials esti-
mated that if Amendment 1 passes, schools in the 
state could lose about $2.7 billion over fi ve years.

PLEASE SEE SCHOOL, NEXT PAGE
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

Shoppes of Paradise Bay • 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585 

10-6pm Tues- Fri, 10-4pm Sat • ATM and credit cards accepted

Largest Selection in the County

20% Off all Watchbands 
Speidel/Hirsh • Metal & Leather 

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

50%TO 70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE* 

• Florida and traditional ornaments
• Nutcrackers by Steinbach and Ulbricht 
• Huge variety of Santas and angels

CASUAL TO DRESSY FASHIONS:

French Dressing Jeanswear • Cactus 
shirts • Purses • Sandals • Accessories 
Swimwear • Casual holiday fashions

DRESSY FASHIONS:

ing Jeanswear • Cactus
s • Sandals • Accessories

GREAT GIFTS:

• San Francisco music boxes
• Nightlights and candles
• Fairies and dolls 
• potpourri and more!

*SALE EXCLUDES DECEMBER DIAMONDS

UP TO 50% OFF VARIOUS GIFTS
UP TO 70% OFF CASUAL TO 

DRESSY FASHIONS

$16
$48

*prices subject to change

Sterling $18*
14K Gold $68* In a video taped for showing at SAC meetings and 

other events, Manatee County Schools Superintendent 
Roger Dearing acknowledged that the state’s property 
tax system needs reform.
 “The current system,” he said as the AME group 
watched a television screen, “is inequitable.”
 But, the superintendent said, Amendment 1 would 
offer the average property taxpayer only $192 in sav-
ings a year, although other calculations have indicated 
the average homeowner would save about $240 the fi rst 
year.
 During last week’s Island SAC meeting, a member 
asked Robison why television commercials for the 
amendment claim it would not impact education.
 Robison shrugged and said, “What the governor 
and the legislators are saying is the intent is to hold 
schools harmless … but, historically, that has not been 
the case.”
 Robison said passage of the amendment clearly 
would impact the bricks and mortar expenditures in 
the district, as well as materials, supplies and salaries.
 “The fi rst thing to end up going is travel,” added 
AME principal Tom Levengood, referring to student 
fi eld trips and professional training events.
 Anna Maria Elementary SAC members asked how 
far district personnel could go to educate voters on the 
amendment. Robison said the district could put out the 
facts and encourage people to participate in the demo-
cratic process. The district will not tell people to vote 
yes or no.
 The district’s goal, Robison said, is, “When you 
draw the curtain to vote on the 29th, you will be 
informed.”
 SAC member Michael Pierce, also mayor of Bra-
denton Beach, added, “Just bringing out the facts will 
help people make a determination.”
 The next SAC meeting will be at 3:15 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 11, at the school.

School tax reform offerings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

‘Mystery’ donation 
for Tingley
Mystery Florida, a group 
that holds a conference 
annually for readers, 
writers and fans of 
Florida mystery novels, 
donated $500 of its 
proceeds from its 2007 
conference to the 
Tingley Memorial Library. 
Pictured, from left, are 
Mystery board member 
Terry Griffi n, library chair 
Ceil Fellers, library board 
member Carol Nelson and 
Mystery Florida president 
Dudley Brown. The next 
conference will be held 
on Lido Beach June 6-7. 
Islander Photo: Paul Roat

Historian to open USF lectures
 Cortez historian Jeffery T. Moates will open the 
University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee’s Acad-
emy for Lifelong Learning speaker series on Anna 
Maria Island.
 Moates, curator of the Florida Maritime Museum 
in Cortez, will deliver a talk on “The Settlement of 
Southern Tampa Bay, Anna Maria and Cortez” at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 30, at the Studio at Gulf and Pine. 
The lecture is the fi rst in a series presented by the USF 
learning program and supported by the Studio and the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria.
 Moates’ charge in the historic fishing village 
includes the expanding heritage site that includes the 
Burton Store, the Pillsbury Boatworks, the old school-
house museum and the 100-acre FISH Preserve. 
 Prior to going to work for the museum, Moates 
served as an underwater archaeologist with Florida’s 
Bureau of Archaeological Research, the research and 
management arm for archaeology on state lands for the 
state division of historical resources.
 A longtime resident of Manatee County and grad-
uate of Manatee High School, Moates received his 

master’s degree from the University of West Florida-
Pensacola in history and historical archaeology. During 
his time in Pensacola, he worked on the excavations of 
Florida’s oldest shipwreck and many other historical 
sites, on land and in the water. His master’s thesis con-
centrated on documenting the wrecksite of a 1850s-era 
steamboat located in St. Joseph’s Bay near present day 
Port St. Joe.
 The speakers-series lineup also includes:
 • Feb. 13 at the Center, “The 2008 Election,” with 
Dan Miller, former U.S. representative and present USF 
professor.
 • Feb. 27 at the Studio, “The Time Machine,” with 
Joe Kerata, a Princeton University Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow in bioethics.
 • March 12 at the Center, “Human Consciousness 
— Alzheimer’s Disease and Stroke,” with Dr. Alan 
Grindal, former assistant professor of neurology.
 • March 26 at the Center, “The Art of the Caves,” 
with Goody Hirshfeld, author and founding member of 
Living Art Seminars.
 Reservations for the lectures, sponsored by Breiter 
Capital Management, are required. To reserve a seat 
or for more information, call the academy at 941-359-
4296, or e-mail academy@sar.usf.edu.

Churches to host 
blood drives

 Two Holmes Beach churches will host blood drives 
Sunday, Jan. 27.
 The drives will take place from 8 a.m. to noon at 
St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, and 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, both 
in Holmes Beach.
 The drives will benefi t the Florida Blood Services, 
which provides for the blood needs of patients at 38 
hospitals in Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco and Pinellas 
counties.
 “Here in Tampa Bay, our population grows daily and, 
with the arrival of our winter visitors, the blood needs 
of our community are greater than at any other time of 
the year,” said Julie Herman, FBS director of marketing. 
“Blood usage by local patients is outpacing donations at 
this time of year, and following the Christmas and New 
Year holidays, our inventory is already depleted.”
 Donors will receive an FBS T-shirt, a wellness 
check, including a cholesterol screening, and a Hol-
lywood Video coupon.
 For more information, go to www.fbsblod.org or 
call 800-68-BLOOD.

Library’s friends plan sale
 The Friends of the Island Library will host its 
annual book sale from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
2, at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 A preview sale for Friends members will take place 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1.
 Donations for the sale can be brought to the library 
Jan. 25-29.
 For more information, call the library at 941-778-
6341.
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778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 

Holmes Beach Business Center, 
Holmes Beach

Turn to West Coast 
Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, 
customer satisfaction and 
Carrier systems that are second to none. 
• Family-owned and operated since 1972
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

Let’s just say that 
comfort is our thing.

Obituaries
Donald L. Geeding

 Donald L. Geeding, 67, of Longboat Key, died Dec. 
28, 2007.
 Born in Franklin, W.Va., Mr. Geeding was the 
former owner of 24/7 Cool in Bradenton. Visitation was 
Jan. 5 and services Jan 7. Manasota Memorial Funeral 
Home, Bradenton, was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by his wife of 25 years, Lucinda 
“Cindy”; son David; and grandchildren Heather, Troy 
and Brandy.

Arthur E. Halvordson
 Arthur E. Halvordson, 89, of Northport, N.Y., and 
formerly Cold Spring Harbor, died Jan. 16.
 Mr. Halvordson was retired as an executive from 
R.H. Macy’s. He was a decorated veteran of World War 
II who received the Bronze Star and a Purple Heart for 
his actions at the Battle of the Bulge. 
 Memorial services and burial were Jan. 20 and 21 
in New York. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island Education Fund, 
5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
 He is survived by companion Margaret “Peg” 
Potter of Holmes Beach; daughter Donna Porter and 
husband Joe, Jane Grace and husband Jim; son Peter 
and wife Tricia; grandchildren Devin Crimmins, Greg 
and Andrew Porter, Tucker, Adam and Lukus Grace, 
Jeffrery and Christina Goldblum; Kyle, Casey, Kevin 
and Cooper; and great-grandchildren Tucker Jr., Ben-
nett and Lawson Grace. 

Mildred Mary Sulis Mansfi eld
 Mildred Mary Sulis Mansfi eld, 97, died Jan. 17.
 Mrs. Mansfi eld was born in Digby, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. 
 Memorial services were Jan. 19 at Episcopal 
Church of the Annunciation, Holmes Beach. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to Tidewell Hospice and 
Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 34238. 
Covell Cremation and Funeral Center was in charge of 
arrangements. 
 She is survived by daughter Margaret Frantz; sons 
Peter and Richard; eight grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Carol Louise Agard Nunn
 Carol Louise Agard Nunn, 83, of Holmes Beach, 
died Jan. 13.
 Mrs. Nunn moved to Holmes Beach as a winter resi-
dent in 1963 and became a full-time resident in 1975. 
She and her family owned and operated Taughannock 
Farms Inn overlooking Cayuga Lake near Ithaca, N.Y. 
She attended St. Bernard Catholic Church, Holmes 

Beach, where she helped with dinner dances, baking pies 
for bake sales and ushering during afternoon masses. 
 A Mass will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 26, 
at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach, with a reception to follow. For pictures 
and to sign the guest book, go to www.mem.com. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to Talking Books, 6081 
26th St. W., Bradenton FL 34207; Tidewell Hospice and 
Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 34238; 
or Anna Maria Island Community Center, P.O. Box 
253, Anna Maria FL 34216.
 She is survived by daughters Mary E. Maki and 
husband Raymond of Newtown, Conn., Michelle M. 
Jackson and husband Daniel of New Milford, Conn., 
daughter-in-law Virginia; grandchildren Stephen, 
Monica Van Handel, Melissa and Brennen Maki, Nicole 
and Philip Jackson; great-granddaughter Amanda Van 
Handel; and sister-in-law Beverly Agard.  

Joan Shaw Perry
 Joan Shaw Perry, 68, of Holmes Beach, died Jan. 15.
 Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., Mrs. Perry moved to 
Holmes Beach in 1995. She was an active member of 
Christ Episcopal Church, Bradenton, and its Daughters 
of the King. She served on the board of directors of 
ManaSota-88, was a member of the Sierra Club and 
served as president of the Kentucky Conservation Com-
mittee. She was a member of Save Anna Maria Inc. 
She served as deputy county judge-executive in Madi-
son County, Ky., for two terms. She was instrumental 
in founding the Madison County library system and 
was active in the Madison County League of Women 
Voters.
  She held a bachelor of arts degree from the College 
of William and Mary and a master’s degree in psycho-

logical counseling from the University of Pittsburgh. 
 Bunny Garst, one of the founders of SAM, worked 
with Mrs. Perry. “She was an absolutely remarkable 
woman,” she said. “She was extremely bright, and her 
death will be a great loss to the community. We’ll all 
miss her.”
 Manatee County Commissioner Carol Whitmore 
recalled Mrs. Perry’s bids for public offi ce in Holmes 
Beach. “She held us all accountable in government 
regarding growth and the environment,” Whitmore said. 
“She and her husband were very civically active.”
 Memorial services will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at Christ Episcopal Church, 4030 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton, with a reception to follow. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Tidewell Hospice and 
Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 34239, 
ManaSota-88, or the church. 
 She is survived by her husband of 43 years, Jerry 
Paul; daughter Jessica of Richmond, Ky.; sons David 
and wife Cecilia of Charlotte, N.C., and Sean and 
wife Laura of Berea, Ky.; brother John W. Shaw and 
wife Libby of Saxonburg, Pa.; sister Susan Dalgleish 
and husband Dennis of Franklin, N.C.; aunt Martha 
Wilde of Bradenton; and grandchildren Katriel, Ashley, 
Michael-Tyler and Allen. 

Mary F. Ryan
 Mary F. Ryan, 81, of Holmes Beach, died Jan. 
15.
 Ms. Ryan was formerly of Quincy, Mass. 
 Memorial services were Jan. 21 at Roser Memorial 
Community Church, Anna Maria City.
 She is survived by brother Stephen Erwin; sister 
Deb Domino; niece Saralee Kramer; and cousin Helen 
Daugherty. 

Welcome to 
our world
Eli Beckett joins 
the Bogan-Hansen 
family, including mom 
(Islander reporter), 
Diana Bogan, dad 
“Koko Ray” Hansen, 
sisters Maite, right, 
and Piper, left. He was 
expected on Christmas 
but waited to be born at 
8:06 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
12. He weighed in at 8 
pounds, 13 ounces. 
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City of Anna Maria
10005 Gulf Drive Anna Maria, FL

The City of Anna Maria encourages residents to take advantage 
of FREE Island Household Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection.

Items such as solvents, paints, pesticides, household chemicals, 
waste oil, propane tanks, fl uorescent lamps, mercury containing 
devices, pool chemicals, and batteries will be collected.

TVs, computer components (printers, scanners, fax machines, 
CPUs, keyboards), video and audio equipment, small household 
electrical appliances (hair dryers, irons, cell phones, digital cameras, 
battery chargers) will also be collected.

Collection Date and Location for Island residents:
9am-3pm Saturday January 26
Coquina Beach - Gulf side parking/access road

No radioactive (smoke detectors) or Bio-Hazardous Materials!

For more information call 708-6130,  ext. 25

Island Family
Physicians

3909 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Stephen G. Pelham, M.D. 
Scott L. Kosfeld, M.D. 

Valerie L. Fortunato, A.R.N.P.

New Patients Welcome

778-1007

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

Islanders observe Florida Arbor Day

Did you know?
 The state tree is the cabbage palm, which can be 
found in several Florida ecosystems, including upland 
hardwoods, fl atwoods and tropical hammocks. The palm 
tolerates high water tables, so it grows well in swamps, 
wet prairie and coastal marshes. On the coast, the palm 
ranges from southeastern North Carolina through South 
Carolina and Georgia to the Florida Keys. For more 
information about native Florida vegetation, go to 
www.fl oridayards.org. For additional information about 
Arbor Day, go to www.arborday.org.

Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger, left, city public works superintendent Joe Duennes and Holmes 
Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Committee members Fred Heger and John Molyneux ceremoniously shovel dirt 
at Flotilla Drive and 59th Street Jan. 18. A gumbo limbo was planted in observance of Florida Arbor Day. “A 
nice specimen we have,” Molyneux said of the 15-year-old tree.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Dozens of Islanders gave green thumbs up to Flor-
ida Arbor Day last Friday, planting trees in Bradenton 
Beach, Holmes Beach and Anna Maria.
 At the Anna Maria City Pier parking lot, two sabal 
palms provided by Keep Manatee Beautiful and Modern 
Woodmen of America were planted.
 At Flotilla Drive and 59th Street in Holmes Beach, 
a gumbo limbo donated by Turner Tree and Landscape 
was planted.
 At the Bradenton Beach gateway near Gulf Drive 
and Cortez Road, a gumbo limbo donated by Keep 
Manatee Beautiful and Turner Tree and Landscape was 
planted.
 The events occurred with short speeches, brief talks 
about Arbor Day, rounds of applause and accolades for 
the awesome nature of trees. Elected offi cials, volun-
teers, parks and beautifi cation committee members and 
a forestry expert attended the small ceremonies.
 Take care of the trees, encouraged Mike Keegan 
of the Florida Division of Forestry because “planting 
a tree is just the beginning.”
 Trees, said KMB executive director Ingrid McClel-
lan, can reduce soil erosion, wind speed and glare; 
lower air temperature, improve air quality, absorb 
noise, increase shade, provide wildlife habitat, attract 
businesses and tourists, increase property values, pro-
vide privacy and reduce crime and vandalism.
 National Arbor Day is celebrated the fi rst Friday in 
April and has been observed for the past 135 years.
 Additionally, each state observes its own Arbor Day 
during a productive growing season. Florida’s occurs 
on the third Friday in January.
 “It’s a great concept and it’s obviously catching 
on throughout the world,” Holmes Beach Mayor Rich 
Bohnenberger said of Arbor Day.
 In recognition of the holiday, the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection issued a call for Flo-
ridians to plant native trees but also work to remove and 
prevent the spread of invasive plants, including Austra-
lian pine, chinaberry and Brazilian pepper trees.
 “From towering trees to small shrubs, Florida 
has more than 400 species of native vegetation,” said 
DEP Secretary Michael W. Sole. “By encouraging the 
growth of indigenous plants, Floridians conserve water 
resources, reduce soil erosion, improve air quality and 
protect our aquatic ecosystems.”

Two sabal palms and some sea grape trees donated 
by Modern Woodmen of America and Keep Manatee 
Beautiful were planted at the city pier in Anna Maria 
Jan. 18 as part of the Florida Arbor Day celebration. 
Planting the trees were, from left, Bob McDuffi e of 
Modern Woodmen, Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford, 
Mike Keegan of the Florda Department of Agricul-
ture, Anna Maria superintendent of public works 
George McKay, public works staff Gary Thorpe and 
Brent Thompson, city resident Mike Miller and Ingrid 
McClellan, director of Keep Manatee Beautiful. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Arbor Day in Bradenton Beach last Friday included 
the planting of a gumbo limbo tree near the intersec-
tion of Gulf Drive and Cortez Road. Pictured at the 
ceremony, from left, are Keep Manatee Beautiful 
executive director Ingrid McClellan, Mike Keegan of 
the Florida Department of Agriculture, and Braden-
ton Beach offi cials, Mayor Michael Pierce, Commis-
sioner Janie Robertson and Vice Mayor John Chap-
pie. Islander Photo: Paul Roat
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Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 7:30 & 10 am

Rector’s Class 8:45 am
Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

… introduces Heart 
Beat survey

 Love is in the air.
 With Valentine’s Day approaching, The Islander
newspaper invites readers to participate in its first 
annual Heart Beat survey taking Islanders’ pulse on 
affairs of the heart.
 Please take a moment to complete our survey and 
return the form by noon Thursday, Jan. 31, to The 
Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217 
or 866-362-9821 (fax), submit online to lisaneff@
islander.org.

• Favorite love song: _________________________

__________________________________________

• Silliest love song: __________________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic spot on Anna Maria Island: ______

__________________________________________

• Most romantic time of day on the Island:  _______

__________________________________________

• Favorite romantic fi lm:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm line:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic era:  _________________________

• Sexiest era:  _______________________________

• Most romantic line of poetry: _________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic literature:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Best Valentine’s Day gift:  ___________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic dish/meal: ____________________

__________________________________________

• Favorite Valentine’s Day message:  ____________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic gesture:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• More romantic — Flowers or jewelry:  _________

__________________________________________

• Chocolate or wine:  _________________________

__________________________________________

• Best date spot:  ____________________________

If you’d like to tell us who you are:

Name:  ____________________________________

City:______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

      Watch for survey results in the Feb. 6 issue of The 
Islander.

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9am

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

 Did you say “I do” by the Gulf?
 Did you take your vows on Anna Maria Island?
 Do you have a memorable moment — funny, 
touching, romantic, horrifi c — to share about getting 
hitched in what the Island’s premiere wedding photog-
rapher, Jack Elka, has dubbed the “wedding capital of 
the world”?
 What happened in Las Vegas may stay in Las 
Vegas.
 But The Islander wants to know — and share — 
what happened at weddings on the Island.
 Please, share your stories and photographs.
 Write to “Taking the plunge,” via e-mail (preferred) 
to lisaneff@islander.org, or mail to The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217; or fax toll free 
to 1-866-362-9821.
 The deadline for submissions is Jan. 30.
 Then watch for stories in The Islander edition 
of Feb. 6.

Two doves take 
fl ight — a tradi-
tion that takes 
place at the 
culmination of 
Island wedding 
vows.

Church Women United to hold 
human rights event

 Church Women United will meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 1, for a human rights celebration and to 
honor a to-be-announced “special person.”
 The program will take place at the Longboat Island 
Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.
 For more information, call 941-383-9600.

Islander courts Island wedding tales and …

AARP offers safe-driver course
 A safe-driver course will take place Thursday, Jan. 
24, and Friday, Jan. 25, at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The course, sponsored by the Association for the 
Advancement of Retired Persons and conducted by 
James “Stretch” Fretwell, will begin at noon and con-
tinue to 4 p.m.
 The course is designed to help older drivers antici-
pate and avoid accidents. Graduates receive certifi cates 
qualifying them for senior driver discounts on their auto 
insurance.

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

Holmes BeacH

778-1817All are welcome
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Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

LOSE WEIGHT NOW!!! 
Shed those holiday pounds fast and safely! 
Don’t wait any longer. Get started with an 
easy to follow diet plan. Call today for a 

free consultation! 
Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM 

Master’s of Oriental Medicine
Bachelor’s of Science in Health and Nutrition 
8 years of experience as a weight loss educator 

Located on the Island

941 773 6134

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County
4301 32nd Street West  Suite A11  Bradenton

CGC 059181  941-751-1727  CCC 057330

REMODELING?

Call or visit today, even if you are only 
thinking about improving or building your 

dream home. And remember … never a 
charge for design and budget consultations.

 NEW HOMES
 ADDITIONS

 DESIGN SERVICE
 COMMERCIAL

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

LARRY & NANCY HOUSE, OWNERS 
www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com

Carpet • Upholstery
• Odor Control

Tile • Grout
• Stain Control

778-2882 or 387-0607
i [ r w

25% OFF
TILE AND GROUT
CLEANING AND 

SEALING
NOW THRU JAN 31

Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 Jan. 12, 2400 block Gulf Drive, criminal mischief. 
The complainant said someone had broken the rear 
window of his vehicle.
 Jan. 12, 1500 block Gulf Drive, no driver’s license. 
Offi cers stopped a speeding vehicle. A record check 
indicated the driver did not have a driver’s license and 
he was arrested.
 Jan. 14, bayfront near city pier, criminal mischief. 
The complainant said that someone got onto his boat, 
moored off the city pier, and cut the line of his vessel. An 
anchor, chain and line were missing, all valued at $700. 

Holmes Beach
 Jan. 11, 308 1/2 Pine Ave., theft. The complainant 
said that she and her sister own a handyman business 
and an employee had taken tools after a dispute. After 
discussions between the employee and employers, the 
tools were returned and no charges fi led. 
 Jan. 11, 4900 block Gulf Drive, trespass. The com-
plainant said that a worker has been dropping transmis-
sion fl uid on his driveway, and a trespass warning was 
issued to the worker. 
 Jan. 11, 5300 block Gulf Drive, domestic. The com-
plainant came to the police department and said that his 
girlfriend had attacked him. His shirt was torn and a 
fi nger was bleeding. Domestic violence packages were 
issued to both parties. 
 Jan. 13, 300 block 29th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said his laptop computer and Blackberry cell phone 
were taken from his home. He suspected an acquain-
tance had taken the items and, after investigation, offi -
cers determined that the suspect had only “borrowed” 
the items and gave them to police, who returned them 
to the owner, who decided not to press charges. 
 Jan. 13, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Offi cers responded to a disturbance call and 

Two arrested for auto theft, 
weapons charges

By Mike Quinn
NewsManatee.com Publisher

Special to The Islander
 Holmes Beach Police arrested two men following a 
traffi c stop and discovered the vehicle they were riding 
in was stolen. Offi cers also found a loaded handgun and 
a ski mask in the glove compartment.
 According to the report, Kory Freeman, 20, of 
Palmetto, was the driver of the stolen vehicle when 
police stopped it in the 4000 block of Gulf Drive early 
Saturday morning.
 The vehicle had a stolen license tag on it and when 
offi cers ran the VIN number, it showed the vehicle was 
stolen, according to the report.
 A record check indicated Freeman’s license sus-
pended numerous times for failure to pay traffi c cita-
tions.
 Freeman and his passenger, Randy Elwood, 21, of 
Bradenton, were placed in custody.
 A search of the vehicle revealed a loaded .765-mm 
handgun with eight rounds of ammunition in the maga-
zine, and a ski mask. 
 Both men were arrested and charged with grand 
theft auto and possession of a concealed weapon by a 
convicted felon. Freeman was also charged with driving 
while license suspended with knowledge.

Freeman Elwood

found two people who appeared to be intoxicated. One 
of the men became beligerant and, after several warn-
ings, was arrested for trespass. 
 Jan. 13, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
battery. Offi cers responded to an argument at the beach 
where the suspect was observed by witnesses to have 
grabbed the victim by the throat. He was charged with 
battery and arrested. 
 Jan. 15, 2700 block Gulf Drive, burglary. The complain-
ant said that his father was occupying a home after being 
evicted. Offi cers determined that someone had been living 
in the vacant house, and was issued a “be on the lookout” 
for the suspect, since he was not located at the home. 
 Jan. 14, 5800 block Imperiore Avenue, theft. The 
complainant said someone took a car stereo and iPod 
from his son’s unlocked vehicle. 
 Jan. 14, 6200 block Flotilla Drive, theft. The com-
plainant said someone took his bicycle while he was 
playing tennis.
 Jan. 14, 100 block 52nd Street, lost property. The 
complainant said she lost her driver’s license.
 Jan. 14, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
burglary. The complainant said that someone took his 
wallet from his unlocked van while it was parked at the 
beach. Cash and a credit card were reported missing.

Man arrested for allowing 
minors to roll marijuana

By Mike Quinn
NewsManattee.Com Publisher

Special to The Islander
 Holmes Beach Police offi cers arrested William 
Cawley Jr., 47, of Bradenton, for contributing to the 
delinquency of a child and possession of marijuana.
 According to the arrest report, offi cers found 
Cawley in his car on Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach 
Jan. 12. Police said the minors were rolling mar-
ijuana into a “blunt” and Cawley had a “blunt” 
sitting next to him. Police also said Cawley was 
allowing the minors to roll the marijuana and was 
going to allow them to smoke it.
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And the winners are …
Females:
First overall winner Nicole Rodhouse 21:33
Masters winner  Diane Lehman  22:18
Grand Masters winner Sandy Meneley  22:09
Senior Grand Masters Erma McMullen 28:36
9 and under winner Ashleigh Rodhouse  29:50

Males
First overall winner Josh Sanchez  16:49
Masters winner  Mickey Hooke  18:45
Grand Masters winner Justin Cawley  22:31
Senior Grand Masters Joseph Sieven  22:45
9 and under winner Henrick Hellem-Brusso 25:33

Personal best: 
AME hosts 
Dolphin Dash
Runners take off 
Jan. 19 in the 
second annual 
Anna Maria 
Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher 
Organization 5K 
Dolphin Dash. The 
5K race involved 
105 runners, all 
of whom fi nished 
in less than 45 
minutes. Islander 
Photos: Lisa Neff

Anni Watler and Larsen Hackwort, both 6, register contestant Joe 
Wiener for the Dolphin Dash at Anna Maria Elementary School Jan. 19. 
Entrants paid $10 to $20 to compete in the PTO fundraiser, which also 
promoted fi tness with a training program at the school.

Josh Sanchez, 18, of Bradenton, crosses the fi nish line in the Dolphin Dash 5K race in 16 
minutes and 49 seconds — his fi rst 5K in under 17 minutes. Bradenton runners Michael 
Lamb, 18, and Jonathan Hufty, 21, followed Sanchez in second and third place respectively.

Dozens of run-
ners ready for 
take off in the 

1-mile fun run 
that followed 
the main 5K 

race at Anna 
Maria Elemen-

tary School 
Jan. 19. Bra-

denton resident 
Jonathan Hufty 
fi nished fi rst in 
the fun run, as 
well as third in 

the 5K-race. 

A sweat-soaked 
Chris Pate, 13, 
of Holmes Beach, 
fi lls out his race 
card after fi nishing 
among the fastest 
runners in the 5K 
Dolphin Dash. “It’s 
my best so far,” 
Chris said of his 
speed in the race. 
While Chris was 
one of the fi rst in 
his age group to 
cross the fi nish line, 
Nicole Rodhouse of 
Bradenton was the 
fi rst female to fi nish 
the race.

Tori Coover, 5, of Holmes Beach, watches the fi nishers in the 5K 
Dolphin Dash. She later ran in the 1-mile fun run. “I never ran in a 
race before,” she said, adding that she “practiced one time and the 
rest was playing.”
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Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet  

Includes Dessert $9.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

THE BAGEL SHOP 6am-2pm 
Mon.-Fri.

6am-1pm Sat.
6:30am-1pm Sun.

941-795-2360
5917 Manatee Avenue West

Pebble Springs Plaza Bradenton
(Formerly Manhattan Bagel)

P

LUNCH 
SPECIAL

$659

Any sandwich*
Plus chips and medium 
fountain drink or coffee.

Now thru Jan. 29 *Excludes Lox sandwich

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad – 
for as little as $12!

Ride the trolley! It’s free! New marketing plan offered
By Paul Roat

 “Trolley-up” is getting a thumbs up by Island lead-
ers. Now, it will be up to Manatee County offi cials to 
endorse the proposal.
 Bradenton Beach’s WAVES committee — that’s 
Waterfronts: Accessible, Viable, Ecological and Sus-
tainable — offered a thought of increasing the market-
ing of the Manatee Trolley on Anna Maria Island as a 
means to reduce traffi c. 
 Of special concern to Bradenton Beach is having 
people park their vehicles somewhere other than the 
busy business district and increasing the use of the free 
trolley to visit the city, a move that would improve 

a longstanding parking problem in the Bridge Street 
area.
 “Trolley-up” would increase marketing efforts of 
the trolley by Manatee County Area Transit, as WAVES 
members envision the effort. A partnership has been 
proposed, at least in Bradenton Beach, whereby trolley 
riders would receive a token redeemable at participating 
businesses for a special discount on goods.
 Also considered, a part of the marketing program 
is adding a trolley stop at the east end of Bridge Street 
near the city pier, as well as increasing the trolley hours 
of operation.

 Ron Hosey, MCAT transit planner, heard the pro-
posal last week and said taking the trolley down Bridge 
Street on both southbound and northbound runs could 
be “a doable thing.”
 He warned that the matter would have to get myriad 
blessings from local government, MCAT offi cials and 
eventually the Manatee County Commission. 
 Expanded hours of operation could also be accom-
plished, although trolley costs run $65.50 per hour per 
bus. 
 WAVES committee members and area businesses 
have argued that expanding hours of operation of the 
trolley service, at least in Bradenton Beach, could allow 
employees to “park and ride” at Coquina Beach. 
 But for restaurant employees, the 10:30 p.m. end of 
the public service presents a problem when they don’t 
get off work until later in the evening.
 Route and schedule changes are eventually sub-
ject to city commission ratifi cation. Further discussion 
by the committees will take place prior to any formal 
request to the city, then to MCAT, then the county com-
mission. 
 In related MCAT business, Hosey said fare 
increases have taken place on the mainland for transit 
riders, while the trolley remains free of charge for its 
users, at least for the next few years — with a little help 
from its friends, the Island cities.
 Hosey said bus fares went from $1 to $1.25 recently. 
Transfers are 25 cents each. Monthly unlimited rider-
ship is available for $30, up from the previous $25, 
and for seniors, the monthly charge went from $14 to 
$15.
 “It’s the fi rst fare increase in more than 20 years,” 
he added. 
 Also within the equation for transit fans is a con-
nection with Sarasota County Area Transit at Coquina 
Beach, allowing patrons to ride a bus to St. Armands 
Circle and then connect to downtown Sarasota and else-
where in Sarasota County. 
 Trolley service on Longboat Key is also in the 
works, with start-up dates varying from either Febru-
ary to April this year, Hosey said. 

Lighted crosswalk goes dim 
in Bradenton Beach

 If it’s broke, don’t fi x it appears to be the strategy 
for a pilot lighted crosswalk in Bradenton Beach.
 City offi cials in 2001 were able to entice the Florida 
Department of Transportation to try a novel approach 
to pedestrian crossings on a state highway. The loca-
tion was at Ninth Street North on Gulf Drive, adjacent 
to the Gulf Drive Cafe. DOT offi cials allowed a pilot 
project which included lighted beacons to be installed 
in the pavement of the roadway, triggered by pedestri-
ans, which would alert motorists of a crossing.
 Despite the fact that some walkers ignored the trig-
ger and darted into traffi c, the lighted system seemed to 
work for a while. Until it broke recently, and then was 
disassembled.
 There is a yellow fl ashing light which signals to 
motorists that there is a pedestrian crosswalk, but the 
beacons in the pavement are gone. 
 “It was a test,” said Bradenton Beach Police Chief 
Sam Speciale. “The control panel went out for the bea-
cons. The crosswalk signs are still on a constant yellow 
fl ash, though.”
 “It was a test site for a lighted crosswalk,” said 
DOT spokesperson Cindy Clemmons-Adente. “We ran 
the test to see how the equipment would hold up, but it 
deteriorated.”

Woman arrested for party
By Mike Quinn

NewsManatee.Com Publisher
Special to The Islander

 Bradenton Beach Police arrested Christine 
Morgan, 18, of 2200 block Avenue B, after she 
held what police said was an open house party 
where up to 40 underage youths were drinking 
beer.
 According to the report, police responded 
to a call at about 10:30 p.m. Jan. 12 and found 
Avenue B blocked with cars parked on the road 
near Morgan’s residence.
 Offi cers could hear loud voices coming from 
the home and could see 30-40 kids inside the 
house and in the back yard, according to the 
report, as well as people holding beer cans in 
the house.
 Police knocked on the door for 8 to 10 min-
utes before Morgan responded. When asked her 
age, she said she was 18. When asked if there 
were people there drinking alcohol under 21, 
Morgan responded, “Yes, but they were not driv-
ing home,” according to the report.
 Morgan was arrested for knowingly having 
a party at which alcohol was being served to 
minors.
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fri, Jan. 25 ~ Tammy HatchFri, Jan. 25 ~ Tammy Hatch
Sun, Jan. 27 ~ Doc & BCSun, Jan. 27 ~ Doc & BC

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Outdoor Art & 
Antique Fair
8am - 3pm, 

Sat, Jan. 19

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern
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LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com
SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

C8

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

Tres 
Chic!

❋❉
Check out our chic Check out our chic 
wine bar and tapas!wine bar and tapas!
Happy Hour Happy Hour 5-6:305-6:30!!
2-for-1 wine, beer.2-for-1 wine, beer.

CONTINENTAL BISTRO

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O

SIMPLY A BETTER WAY TO OWN THE
VERY BEST OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND.

RESERVE NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
LIMITED PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!
TOLL FREE 866.778.8433

B3
B4

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach Open 4-9:30 Fri. & Sat. 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 02/06/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 02/06/08.Early Bird Special

Daily 4-6pm

   

Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

   

What will
  you give your 
  sweetheart? 

A photo by Jack 
Elka is the perfect 
gift for the man 

in your life.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com
Gift Certifi cates

available
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Studio celebrates wild Myakka, local artist
The Studio 
at Gulf and 
Pine in Anna 
Maria will 
host a recep-
tion from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 
27, for artist 
and naturalist 
Jean Black-
burn and her 
new exhibit, 
“Myakka 
Series: New 
Work.” For 
more infor-
mation, call 
941-778-1906. 
Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Rhea Chiles stands near the entryway of the Studio 
at Gulf and Pine and considers the “wow factor.”
 Chiles, artist, gallery owner and former Florida fi rst 
lady, wants to get a sense of what new visitors to the 
Anna Maria gallery will see when they arrive Jan. 27 
for the opening of Jean Blackburn’s show, “Myakka 
Series: New Work.”
 Chiles knows Blackburn’s work has the “wow,” 
she just wants to make sure that sense is conveyed in 
the fi rst seconds on arrival to the installation.
 Blackburn, somewhat humbly, agrees.
 Last spring, weeks before the Studio at Gulf and 
Pine offi cially opened its doors, passersby peeking 
into the window were drawn in by Jake Fernandez’ 
wondrous painting of a natural wonder — the wilds of 
Myakka.
 On Jan. 27, with the opening of Blackburn’s show, 
visitors can venture deeper into Myakka, a place that 
seems far away and vastly different from Anna Maria 
Island, where the artist and naturalist grew up.
 “Myakka Series: New Work” will be featured at the 
Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria through the winter. 
The exhibit will open at 4 p.m. Sunday.
 “I asked Jean if she would like to exhibit at the 
Studio because I admired her work,” Chiles says. “Her 
subject matter, Myakka, was so compatible with the 
Fernandez oil, ‘Myakka Fork,’ in the front gallery and 
she has a personal history in Manatee County and Anna 
Maria Island.”
 AMI has its wonders, its unique landscape, sea-
scape and cityscape. Residents and visitors alike refer 
to it as “paradise.”
 Myakka, in east Manatee and Sarasota counties, has 
its wonders as well. Residents and visitors also refer to 
it as “paradise,” but of a different sort than the largely 
settled and sunny Anna Maria Island. The shallow, 
winding river is Myakka’s lifesource. Twelve miles of 
Myakka River fl ow through the Myakka River State 
Park. On the north end of the park likes Upper Myakka 
Lake, near the county border lies Lower Myakka Lake, 
a pinelands reserve, a prairie, and, near the boundary 
between Sarasota and Charlotte counties, Myakka State 
Forest.
 Wildlife is diverse — alligators and wild pigs, bald 
eagles and turkey vultures, sandhill cranes and wood 
storks, warblers and robins. And vegetation is plenti-

ful — mangroves, live oaks, sabal palms.
 Chiles remembers that while living in Washing-
ton, she and her husband, the late Gov. Lawton Chiles, 
often visited both Anna Maria Island and Myakka. They 
stayed on AMI and “recreated” in Myakka. 
 “Lawton fi shed; I painted,” she says. One of her 
paintings from that time, “Heartland,” became an award 
the governor presented to Floridians in recognition of 
their service to others beyond the call of duty.
  Blackburn dates the start of her Myakka series 
to about 1992, when she moved to old Myakka. She 
and her husband live in a cabin — “on a white sandy 
bottom” — and she works in a horse barn overlooking 
a vegetable garden, fruit trees and a wooded pasture.
 Blackburn also works a lot in the field, her art 
largely a study of “this little stretch” of the river about 
a mile north of the state park.
 “The colors are quite amazing,” she says of her 
river spot.
 Her paintings and photographs are abstractions of 
the river, representations of its color and composition, 
light and fl uidity.

 “Abstraction is a goal because I have always felt a 
need to depart from the literal — literal information is 
always in front of us. The artist tries to reinvent that, 
reinvent the obvious,” Blackburn says.
 The oil paintings have so much feel they appear 
almost like textiles. The photographs draw the viewer, 
yet seem also to refl ect elements of the river back to 
the eye. In both formats, the viewer can get to Myakka, 
not just the river’s edge but in the water.
 During the Jan. 27 reception, Blackburn will talk 
about “the physical aspects of the river and how they’ve 
given to the development of my art work.”
 The reception also will feature a talk about threats to 
the natural resource. Blackburn will share the speaker’s 
podium with representatives from the Myakka River 
Conservancy and the Friends of the Myakka River, two 
environmental nonprofi t groups that will share in pro-
ceeds from sales of “New Work.”
 And, after the show, what’s next for Blackburn?
 She might begin a new body of work of “politi-
cally-laden subject matter,” possibly a commentary on 
people and the environment.

Guild elects new offi cers
The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island installed new offi cers during a meeting in January at the Episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation. The new offi cers are, from left, Joan Voyles, president; Midge Pippel, fi rst vice president; 
Karen Cunningham, second vice president; Jean Melczarek, recording secretary; Darlene Holbrook, corresponding 
secretary; Leslie Cash, treasurer; and Penny Williams, assistant treasurer. Islander Photo: Courtesy AGAMI

Roser Guild offi cers 
announced

Ginger Braune, offi ce administrator 
for the Roser Memorial Community 

Church in Anna Maria, recently 
installed church guild offi cers for 

2008-09 — Mary Alice Chakouma-
kos, president; Margaret Art, vice 
president; Lynda Stringer, secre-

tary; and Peggy Nash, fi nance com-
mittee chair. Not pictured is trea-

surer Mary Seine. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Roser Guild

AID elects new president
Outgoing All Island Denominations president Frank 
McGrath turns over some presidential materials to 
newly elected president John Bonser during a meeting 
of the All Island Denominations group Jan. 9 at Roser 
Memorial Community Church in Anna Maria. AID’s 
next major event was an ecumenical service mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of the “Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity” at 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20, at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Chamber plans music fest
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
will host the Island Music Festival March 7 in the 
vacant land at Pine Avenue and Bay Boulevard in Anna 
Maria.
 The festival, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., will feature 
live music as well as food concessions.
 The chamber is currently accepting applications 
from restaurants interested in participating.
 For more information, call the chamber at 941-779-
9412.

Oops
 A description pertaining to a photo of the FISH Pre-
serve in Cortez in the Jan. 16 edition of The Islander 
misidentifi ed a wood stork as a whooping crane. 
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WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • January 27 • 8-11:30 am 
Adults $5 Children under 12 $1 

INCLUDES: 
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All-You-Care-to-Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach 

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 
to subscribe. You’ll 
get ALL the best 

news, delivered by the 
mailman every week. 

It’s almost as good as 
a letter from home! 

Visit us at 5404 
Marina Drive, Island 

Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

SINCE 1992

Just 
visiting

paradise?

Island Players stage spoof of mystery genre

The Island Players “Over My Dead Body” contin-
ues through Feb. 3 at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. The box offi ce is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays, as well as one hour before 
shows. For more information, call the box offi ce at 
941-778-5755. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander critic

 The three aging writers in “Over My Dead Body” 
might title their next book “Murder at the Mystery 
League.”
 Or “The Man in the Gorilla Suit.”
 Or perhaps best, borrowing the title from an Agatha 
Christie favorite, “Partners in Crime.”
 And these geriatric geniuses of their genre would 
base the book on the recent turn of events that gives 
new inspiration to their lives of so many decades — the 
killing that they played a role in.
 The audience for the Island Players’ “Over My 
Dead Body” watches as a murder mystery unfolds in 
two acts with comic touches and dramatic fl ourish. The 
play takes its name from the centuries-old idiom “over 
my dead body,” which means no way, absolutely not, 
you’ll have to kill me fi rst.
 The criminal in the story is the masterful point 
in time, which has slain many early members of the 
London-based Mystery League, a club founded for the 
gentlemen and gentlewomen who wrote mysteries of 
style and grace. Time has altered attitudes, diminished 
values, knocked off an audience for the old-fashioned 
mystery, bumped the genre off the bestseller list to be 
buried in dusty archives.
 “Over My Dead Body” is nostalgic for the early, 
innocent days, when murders — at least in fi ction — 
took place with just a touch of violence and not more 
than a drop of blood.
 Watching “Over My Dead Body,” you will sym-
pathize with the writers facing their fi nal chapters — 
Bartie Cruikshank (Sam McDowell), Dora Winslow 
(Jo Kendall) and Trevor Foyle (James Thaggard).
 You will immediately detest new crime-writer 
Simon Vale (Jim Wright) in his manifestation of pom-
posity. He’s stuffy, brutish and egotistical — proud 
as a cock. And you will abhor the over-the-top slap-
stick American literary agent, Leo Sharp (Brian James 
Dennis).
 So you root for Bartie, Dora and Trevor when they 
decide to resuscitate interest in their genre by carrying 
out a murder the old-fashioned way — with sleights of 

hand and multiple weapons and an elaborate locked-
door scheme.
 Whether they succeed or not with their desperate 
criminal plans this writer won’t say — to avoid spoiling 
the plot.
 But the actors do, by and large succeed, as does 
director Kelly Wynn Woodland’s staging.
 McDowell, a veteran at the playhouse, delivers a 
quiet, endearing and bright performance as the sleepy, 
good-humored Bartie.
 Kendall and Thaggard carry much of the show. 
Kendall is quite fun as the excitable and dotty Dora 
and Thaggard’s Trevor seems truly a man struggling not 
to be forgotten before his time — not, by any stretch, 
over his dead body.
 The second cast member on stage — the fi rst is 
a drowsy, bemused McDowell — is Jay Pope as the 
butler Charters. His stooped, slow, stumble across the 
stage seems perfect.
 Act II brings the weakest moments on stage. The 
pace changes and Chief Inspector Smythe (Mary Jo 
Johnson) and Beth Shaugnessy (Sergeant Trask) seem 

unnecessarily rushed to get off the stage. But Smythe’s 
inspector shows obvious admiration for the creators of 
detectives of fi ctional bygone days, bringing a touch-
ing message about these violent modern days to the 
stage.
 The writers behind “Over My Dead Body” are 
Michael Sutton and Anthony Fingleton, taking inspi-
ration from “The Murder League,” a novel by the late 
Robert Fish, whose writing also inspired a very differ-
ent work, “Bullitt.”
 Props go to the crew helping stage “Over My Dead 
Body” — Mike Lusk (stage manager), Marc Lalosh 
(set design), Chris McVicker (light design), Bob Grant 
(sound design), Don Bailey (costume design) and Rita 
Lamoreaux (makeup and hair). Setting, lighting, sound, 
wardrobe and makeup are key to any mystery, including 
“Over My Dead Body.” The set, the reading room of 
the Mystery League, is Old World ornamental, basking 
in warm light and exuding atmosphere. 
 “Over My Dead Body” will continue through Sunday, 
Feb. 3, at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Tick-
ets are $15 and performances of the mystery comedy take 
place Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays 
at 2 p.m. at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. 
The box offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and one hour before performances.
 The Island Players next production will be “Born 
Yesterday,” March 13-30, followed by the season closer, 
“The Long Weekend,” May 8-18.
 For more information and tickets, call the box 
offi ce at 941-778-5755.

Church guild to hold 
fashion show Jan. 24

 The St. Bernard Council of Catholic Women Guild 
will host a Mardi Gras luncheon and fashion show at 
noon Thursday, Jan. 24.
 The event, with fashions by Irene’s, will take 
place in the church hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 For more information, call 941-761-9278.

ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Friday 6-9

Starting Jan. 14: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Make your Valentine’s Day Reservations Now!
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JAN 23-29

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$13991.75 
LTR

$1899 
Canadian Club Gilbey’s Gin

1.75
ML

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

Real German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Crab and Cheddar Dip 
Black-and-Blue Sirloin 

Chicken Portobello

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

11am-8pm Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm Fri & Sat • Closed Sun
8799 Cortez Road W. • 941-795-4898

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED i [ r

BRADENTON & 
THE ISLANDS

DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING

       DELIVERY-

Daily Specials!
Wed: Boliché
Thurs: Bistek Empanisado 

Fri: Paellá

$10.95

7am-5pm daily
breakfast • lunch • early bird

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  565-0683

Pot Roast 
Sundays! 

11am-5:30pm

$6.99
Sauteed Dishes $7.99

daily 2-5:30pm
All with soup or salad,
potato and vegetable

• Chicken or Veal Piccata
• Veal or Chicken Marsala

• Italian or Florentine Grouper
• Feta-Chicken Pasta
• Chicken Cacciatora

RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Salad, entrée, dessert 
and a select bottle of 

red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

Expires 2-05-08E

r Tw

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

and sun. 4:30-8pm

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

Make your Valentine’s reservations early!

winner 2007 taste of manatee- 5 awards!

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Come by boat - Marker #49 and No Wake sign
4628 119th St. W., Cortez, FL 

941-798-2035 • WWW.BAYSIDEBANQUETHALL.COM

Bayside BanQuet Hall
WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • EVENTS

TIKI BAR
Opens at 2pm 

every Monday!
Live music begins at 5:30
Dance by the Fireside

Enjoy beautiful sunsets!

Complimentary Food!

cash only • sorry, no 
credit/debit cards

Call 778-7978

Reach more than 20,000 people weekly 
with your ad –for as little as $12!

Wednesday, Jan. 23
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce holds a networking event at Tropic Isle/Seaside 
Inn, 101 22nd St. N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 
941-778-1541.

Thursday, Jan. 24
 11:30 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. 
Armands Key Chamber of Commerce hosts a lunch 
meeting at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse, 2001 Siesta 
Drive, Sarasota. Information: 941-383-2466.

Noon — St. Bernard Catholic Church’s CCW group 
hosts a Mardi Gras luncheon and fashion show in the 
church activity hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-761-9278.

Friday, Jan. 25
10 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League, 

5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop 
on drawing portraits with instructor Doug Long. Infor-
mation and registration: 941-778-2099.

Saturday, Jan. 26
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island meets for breakfast and a program at Cafe on 
the Beach, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-795-8697.
 9 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., hosts a fee-based class in 
babysitting. Information and registration: 941-941-778-
1541.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — A Manatee County Household 
Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection takes place from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Coquina Beach. Information: 941-
316-1988.
 10 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League hosts 
a workshop on scrapbooking with instructor Tammy 
Barrons at the league, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-795-8697.

Sunday, Jan. 27
 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake 
breakfast. Information: 941-778-4769.

 3 p.m. — Gloria Dei Lutheran Church organist and 
choirmaster Carl Parks performs a free concert at the 
church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 4 p.m. — The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna 
Maria hosts a reception for “Myakka Series: New 
Work,” featuring work by artist and naturalist Jean 
Blackburn. Information: 941-778-1906.

Monday, Jan. 28
7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken 

Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota, hosts a lecture — “Who’s 
Chasing Whom? The Quest for the World’s Largest 
Calamari” — with zoologist Clyde F. E. Roper. Infor-
mation: 941-388-4441.

Tuesday, Jan. 29
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. — The polls open for Florida’s 

presidential preference primary. Information: www.
votemanatee.com.

Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets 
for lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 
200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. The speaker is 
Dan Stephens talking about native Floridians. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, Jan. 30
 8 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 
Key Chamber of Commerce hosts a breakfast meet-
ing at the chamber offi ce, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
Longboat Key. Information: 941-383-2466.

10:30 a.m. to noon — The University of South Flor-
ida Sarasota-Manatee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning 
speaker series features historian Jeffery Moates at the 
Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria. Information: 
941-359-4296.

Ongoing:
 • Through Jan. 31, the 14th annual memorial James 
Pay Exhibit is at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-2099.
 • Anna Maria resident Jay Canterbury is the fea-
tured artist in January at the Arts Council of Mana-
tee County Gallery, 926 12th St. W., Bradenton. The 
exhibit showcases photographic abstracts. Information: 
941-746-2223.
 • Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Commu-
nity Center, 103 23rd St., Bradenton Beach, at 7 p.m. 
on Thursdays through March. Information: 941-778-
1915.

 • Pet lovers share stories on the second Wednesday 
of the month at the Martinique North Condominium 
Surf Clubhouse, 5300 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-1989.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Society, 402 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria, sells settlers bread on Wednes-
days at the museum. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., players pitch 
horseshoes in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes 
for adults and children Mondays through Saturdays, 
including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The 
Center also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1908, or www.islandcommunitycen-
ter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the 
month, the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., 
Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers available to 
answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking 
paths. Information: 941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island 
Contract Bridge Group plays games at the Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 
a.m., the widowed persons support group meets at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the 
American Legion Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Braden-
ton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 941-794-
3489.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts 
meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Information: 
941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth 
and 14th streets west and Ninth and 17th avenues west 
in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst Fridays 
and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-
8056.

Coming up:
 • On Feb. 2, the Friends of the Library hosts the 
annual Friends Book Sale at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. A preview sale for 
Friends of the Library members takes place the day 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 1/29/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 1-29-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Tuesday-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Superbowl Seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

Since 1967Since 1967

MOORE’S

STONE CRAB STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Stone crabs 
are here …
and you can watch 
dolphins play from 

our outdoor dining deck!
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6

Lunch & Dinner Daily ~ 11:30-9
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE 
NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY

800 BROADWAY ~ LBK
941.383.1748

MOOREMOORE’’SS

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
MON MON ~ 8 piece Dixieland Jazz Band 7pm

TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm
WEDWED ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 

Bangers and Mash,  Live Irish music 7pm
FRI FRI ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pm

     FRI      FRI ~ Tsunami Karaoke  with Mike 8:30pm
SAT SAT ~ The Wheedles  Band 8pm

SUN SUN ~ Texas Hold ‘Em 4 & 7

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

annual show takes place at the Neel Performing Arts 
Center on the Manatee Community College campus in 
Bradenton. Information and tickets: 941-794-0218.
 • On Feb. 2, King Middle School’s environmental 
club holds an electronic collection cleanup day. People 
are invited to bring their old electronics to the school 
parking lot for donation from 9 a.m. to noon. Informa-
tion: 727-251-9367.
 • On Feb. 3, the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center hosts the U.S. Air Force Reserve Band in a free 
concert. Free tickets are available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 3, the Superbowl takes place in Arizona 
with the kickoff at 6:18 p.m. It will be televised on the 
Fox Network.
 • On Feb. 7, the Anna Maria Island Historical Soci-
ety hosts a Jazz Fest at the Anna Maria Island Commu-
nity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-0492.
 • On Feb. 8, a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island 
Butterfl y Park — the Butterfl y Bash — takes place 
at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On Feb. 10, the Anna Maria Wedding Merchants 
Association hosts an Islandwide wedding trade fair. 
Information: 941-778-8705.

Save the date
 • On Feb. 14, the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria 
Island presents the annual Sweetheart Dance at the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center. Information: 
941-778-1383.
 • On Feb. 16, the American Legion Post 24, 2000 
75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts a variety show. Informa-
tion: 941-794-3489.
 • Feb. 16-17, the Holmes Beach Butterfly Art 
and Craft Festival takes place at Holmes Beach City 
Hall fi eld, 5801 Marina Drive. Information: 352-344-
0657.
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center holds its annual auction and dinner — an Affaire 
to Remember — at the Center. Information: 941-778-
1908.
 • On Feb. 23, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants 
Association hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers 
Market.
 • On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its annual fashion show at the Bra-

denton Country Club. Information: 941-778-1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical 
Society hosts Heritage Days at the museum, 402 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League pres-
ents Springfest, an arts and crafts show, at the Holmes 
Beach City Hall Field. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center presents its annual 

Tour of Homes benefi t. Information: 941-778-1908.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. 
Please include time, date and location of the event and 
a contact number and e-mail address. The deadline for 
submissions is at least one week prior to the Wednesday 
publication date. Remember, the sooner you submit your 
notice, the sooner The Islander can announce the event.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Rose Quin-Bare plays a slot machine during the gala 
event, the Island club’s largest fundraiser of the year.

The Casino Night crowd enjoys a night at the gaming 
tables — all to raise money for the Rotary’s 2008 
charitable endeavors.

Joy Courtney 
gives Char-
lotte Haughin 
a dance lesson 
during the 
Rotary Club 
of Anna Maria 
Island annual 
Extravaganza 
and Casino 
Night Jan. 19 
at St. Ber-
nard Catho-
lic Church 
in Holmes 
Beach. The 
Island club 
raised thou-
sands for 
charitable 
endeavors. 
Islander 
Photos: Nancy 
Ambrose
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Jan 23-- *1:55   1.1 6:50   -0.8 11:59   2.1 5:32   0.8                                                                                                                                    
 Jan 24-- *2:05 1.2 7:19 -0.6 — — 6:30 0.6
 Jan 25-- 12:46 1.9 7:45 -0.3 2:19 1.3 7:28 0.5
 Jan 26-- 1:34 1.7 8:08 -0.1 2:36 1.5 8:28 0.3
 Jan 27-- 2:26 1.4 8:30 0.1 2:58 1.6 9:30 0.2 
 Jan 28-- 3:29 1.1 8:51 0.4 3:24 1.7 10:39 0.1 
 Jan 29-- 4:57 0.9 9:07 0.6 3:56 1.8 11:54 -0.1 
 Jan 30-- *5:24 1.9 — — — — — —

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

We’d love to hear your 

fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.

Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 

offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

Why can’t we all get along in our natural world?
 Cats — felines, not the stage production — have 
come to mind of late.
 Roger Allen of the Gulfcoast Maritime Museum 
in Cortez mentioned that there appears to be at least 
one bobcat at the FISH Preserve. The parcel is about 
100 acres of mostly natural wooded area which could 
indeed harbor a bobcat or two or more, and other wild-
life as well.
 According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, the bobcat (Lynx rufus) “is 
equipped with razor-sharp claws, needle-like teeth 
and the strength to make good use of these weapons. 
The name, of course, is from the short, stub-like tail, 
approximately 5 inches long, which has a distinctive 
black tip. 
 “Bobcats vary in coloration, but are generally 
tawny-brown and spotted. Bobcats can measure up to 
3 feet in length, including the tail, and weigh 15 to 30 
pounds. Bobcats are excellent climbers.”
 Females breed in late winter or early spring, pro-
ducing up to four kits after a 60-day gestation period. 
 Bobcats feed on small birds, small mammals and 
an occasional small deer. 
 Bobcats are known to dwell in developed areas. In 
fact, there was a great deal of ink devoted to several 
bobcats that were seen frequently on Siesta Key several 
years ago.
 First reports on Siesta were met with some skepti-
cism. Hey, there’s a wooded tract in the middle of the 
key, but bobcats? On one of the most exclusive resi-
dential islands in Southwest Florida?
 Then pictures started to show up in print. One cat. 
Two cats. One cat with a few kits. Oh, my.
 Everybody apparently thinks it’s pretty cool to see a 
wild critter in a less-than-wild place, so all seems well. 
At least no one is missing their miniature poodle. So 
far.

Island cat tale
 Anna Maria Island has its own historical cat tale, 
circa late 1960s.
 Reports circulated of a black panther sighting on 
the Island. A big panther, lurking in the bushes and seen 
at twilight. 
 Don Moore jumped on the story for his publication, 
a former Islander newspaper. People were interviewed, 
traces of tracks of the big cat discovered and printed in 
the newspaper and the search ensued to track down the 
cat.
 Jesse Ingram, a noted local outdoorsman, was 
enlisted to aid in the search and the story, which 
stretched out for weeks. Everyone claimed to have spot-
ted the big feline, it seemed, only to have it disappear 
when authorities arrived.
 Finally, someone called to report that the panther 
was under his house. Police responded, as did Jesse 
and Don, who was armed with his trusty Rolliflex 
camera. 
 The pair crept to the house and peered beneath as 
armed offi cers surrounded the structure, ready for any-
thing. Jesse crawled underneath while Don snapped 
pictures.
 Jesse crawled back out.
 “Damn black cat,” he said as he stomped away.

 It was a cat, indeed, but merely a large house cat.
 So much for the Island’s big cat tale.

Foxy fun, though
 There has also been a spate of fox sightings on 
the Island, although folks seem to be a bit mum about 
spotting the fox of late.
 Seen mostly in Anna Maria City, the fox (foxes?) 
pretty much just ignore people and go about its (their?) 
business. We had a number of reports a few years ago, 
none of late, probably by people who enjoy the critter  
(critters?)  and don’t want any panic to ensue regarding 
its (their?) removal.

Let’s all play nice 
 Florida, especially Southwest Florida, is home to a 
bunch of critters. Notwithstanding the transients who 
come from a state that begins with a vowel, we’ve also 
got a lot of natives who vastly outlast our presence here 
on our peninsula.
 It’s time we all get along.
 Yes, the raccoons are a pest that makes a mess in 
our garbage, but they were here fi rst. Ditto the rats and 
roaches, although the latter should be nuked back to the 
stone age as far as some of us are concerned.
 The key to all this discussion is balance, and the 
University of Florida has offered some thoughts along 
those lines coming, from all places, halfway across the 
planet. 
 There apparently is a confl ict between ecological 
systems in Thailand and business, specifi cally shrimp 
farms. 
 “Mangroves in coastal Thailand are the main pro-

tection against deadly fl ooding from tsunamis, so it 
might seem wise to protect them at all costs,” according 
to a UF report. “However, ripping out a few mangroves 
and replacing them with shrimp farms, an important 
local industry, doesn’t necessarily have to reduce the 
planets’ power to blunt tsunamis. 
 “And in that observation lies a fresh, quantitative 
approach to how policy makers can protect the environ-
ment and allow growth and development that improves 
local residents’ lives.”
 According to Brian Silliman, a UF assistant profes-
sor, something called “ecosystem-based management” 
is the new trend in the marriage of environment and 
economics. “Contrasting traditional techniques that 
focus on single species, ecosystem-based management 
seeks to conserve not only species, but also habitats 
and the services they provide to humans by conserving 
entire ecosystems.”
 Let’s jet back to Thailand for an example of the 
new trend. 
 Mangroves are good. They provide food and a habi-
tat source for lots of critters, a barrier to erosion and 
tidal waves. 
 Mangroves are bad, though, for shrimp farmers, 
who want the wetland areas cleared so they can develop 
an industry that will feed not only their families but also 
the rest of the world. 
 The secret is balance. 
 After a bunch of data-crunching, Silliman and his 
team reached the conclusion, at least in Thailand and 
the mangrove/shrimp farm equation, that “small losses 
of between 10 and 20 percent of mangroves, where 
massive expanses of mangroves already exist, are out-
weighed by gains by shrimp farmers. In other words, 
as long as farmers don’t destroy too many of the plants, 
they can uproot some mangroves, build shrimp ponds 
and make money — and the remaining mangroves will 
still protect the shoreline from tsunami storm surges.”
 Balance. 

Sandscript factoid
 The state of Florida has gone through a bunch of 
permutations of mangrove pruning in the past few 
decades. No trim. Trim at will. Some trim. Don’t trim 
unless a licenced arborist or architect approves. 
 One of the fun state laws that was briefl y enactedm 
called for all the cut mangrove parts to be dumped in 
the body of water where the tree grew. The measure 
was a boon to the trimmers — Hey! I don’t have to haul 
anything away! — and was thought to be good for the 
environment.
 Mangrove detritus, the leaves and bark and dead 
branches, are a huge food source for lots of critters. 
With that thought in mind, environmental regulators 
fi gured that any slashing of trees and subsequent dump-
ing in the water would be a good thing.
 Oops.
 Seems that the half-life of a cut mangrove limb is 
about 15 years. We’re talking fossilization of branches 
in the water. 
 Eco-offi cials apparently missed the fact that “dead” 
and “cut” mangroves are vastly different. 
 That dump-the-stuff plan in the bays was quickly 
abolished by state offi cials. 

Boating classes planned
 The Anna Maria Island Power Squadron will pres-
ent “Boat Smart” in two class sessions — from 8:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9, and Saturday, Feb, 
16 — at the Anna Maria Island Power Squadron Build-
ing, 1200 71st St. N.W., Bradenton.
 The course fee will be $25.
 Boat Smart provides an overview of various aspects 
of boating safety, Florida boating laws, weather, types 
of boats, rules of the road, boat handling and distress 
signals.
 In addition to the class, AMIPS will present three 
seminars in February:
 • “Knots” at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb 11.
 • “Chart Smart” at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 
21.
 • “GPS” at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 28.
 For more information, call JoAnn Vaughn at 941-
714-0449.
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CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900            

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Offshore action about as good as it gets
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Now is defi nitely the time to go offshore — between 
cold fronts, of course — for some big snapper and grou-
per catches. The fi sh have moved close to shore, and 
an 8-mile trip out in the Gulf of Mexico will produce 
a cooler full of fi sh.
 Backwater action continues to be great for redfi sh, 
catch-and-release snook and even a few fl ounder. Trout 
action is scattered. Sheepshead fi shing is a little slow 
for this time of year, but the cold fronts should turn the 
striped fi sh onto an angler’s hook. Fiddler crabs are a 
good bait for sheepies, by the way. 
 Annamae Lahay at Corky’s Live Bait & Tackle 
Shop on Cortez Road said the cooler weather appeared 
to upset fi shing a little, “but it brought a lot of fi sh 
into the canals and the sheepshead are more plentiful, 
especially around the docks and pilings.” She said that 
Palma Sola Bay still remains the hot spot for redfi sh 
and trout, especially near the fl ats, and live shrimp are 
the best bait. DeSoto National Park has been great for 
speckled sea trout and catch-and-release snook, while 
fi shing the Gulf is excellent for whiting, bluefi sh and 
some Spanish mackerel. The Intracoastal Waterway off 
north Longboat Key is producing some big sharks as 
well, she said, and sheepshead fi shing is picking up 
daily.
 Capt. Mark Johnson out of Annie’s Bait & 
Tackle on Cortez Road said he’s catching redfi sh and 
a few catch-and-release snook in the bays. Capt. Sam 
Kimball said his offshore trips are producing grouper, 
snapper, amberjack and banded rudderfi sh. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include redfi sh 
coming out of Miguel Bay and Terra Ceia Bay. 
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing for 
grouper and snapper is at its peak. Go out to the 40- to 
80-foot depths and expect to get hammered with gag 
grouper, Bill said. Backwater fi shing for sheepshead 
is starting to pick up, and redfi sh action is good just 
before any of the cold fronts blow through. Trout are 
hard to get, but there are a lot of mangrove snapper by 

the Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Tampa Bay, some up 
to 14 inches in length. 
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fi shers there 
have been catching sheepshead, redfi sh and some black 
drum. Snook are hanging around the pier, but don’t 
seem to be biting.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
catch-and-release snook are biting at night, with sheep-
shead action picking up during the day. There is also a 

good mangrove snapper catch going on.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s seeing a lot of trout coming onto the dock of late, 
plus some redfi sh. 
 Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams in 
Holmes Beach out of Catchers said he’s putting his 
charters onto some nice-sized trout from the deep sea-
grass fl ats in Anna Maria Sound. Reds and sheepshead 
are also hitting on live shrimp and jigs around oyster 
bars throughout Sarasota Bay, he noted.
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said he sneaked in a trip between 
fronts on Friday and did well. Perry Tovey, Herman 
Lackner and Dan Fendley had a respectable catch of 
speckled trout and redfi sh. “All of the fi sh were taken 
on live shrimp or a variety of jigs fi shing an incoming 
tide in Palma Sola Bay and north Sarasota Bay,” Capt. 
Zach said. “The day was gloomy and gray and not par-
ticularly warm, but the fi sh seemed to love it. About 
20 trout were boated with around six being solid keep-
ers, the redfi shing was about the same with around 30 
boated and two being keepers.” He said that sheepshead 
fi shing has been disappointing, but trout are a highlight 
right now. He’s also catching mangrove snapper, fl oun-
der and ladyfi sh. 
 On my boat Magic, we took Pat Adams out to catch 
some redfi sh to 26 inches, plus sheepies and black drum. 
We also caught and released a 50-inch-long bonnethead 
shark on the fl ats in front of Miguel Bay.
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Yow!
No, this isn’t Easter Sunday on Coquina Beach, but instead a coast in China. Should Anna Maria Island resi-
dents be concerned about beach congestion and guard against something similar happening here?

Late for kings, but good for fi shers
Tommy Menice of Winter Haven, Fla., caught this 45-plus pound kingfi sh with Capt. Larry McGuire of Show 
Me The Fish Charters last week. The king was caught in about 60 feet of water in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j
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Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455
Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

eeeeeeeeeeeesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss soonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdateatetateateateateateateate

babaaaaayyy y y y y yyyyyyy viviviv ewewewews,s,s,s,,,,,,, dd d docococock,k  turnkey.
$649,900

Gayle Simpson Schulz…
Broker/Associate

Trust a professional 
with more than 23 years 
experience to handle your 
real estate needs.
• Home Sales
• Property Management
• Commercial Leasing
• Vacation Rentals

Jim Anderson Realty Company
6000 Marina Drive • Suite 105 • Holmes Beach

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

Amazing Gulf Views! 
  What an opportunity to own a unit in one of 
the best buildings on the island. Direct Gulf 
-front condo on the top fl oor with Gulf views 
out of every window! Very private build-
ing with only four units. Private elevator in 
your own unit, new appliances, completely 
updated, and so much more. You have to see 
this unit to realize that nothing else out there 
compares. You can even see a peak of the bay 
from the living room. Simply gorgeous for 
only $849,900. 

   For more information you can view this list-
ing and take a virtual tour on 

www.travissmithgroup.com 

Center ‘roundball’ season on a roll
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Basketball season is under way with games being 
played throughout the week at the brand new Anna 
Maria Island Community Center gymnasium. The 
season continues through February and into March so 
get out and catch a game. The concession stand is open, 
too, so enjoy a hot dog with your game.
 Following are the prior week’s game results.

Premier Division
West Coast Air Conditioning blew past Rotten 

Ralph’s by a 51-17 score on Jan. 16 behind a game-
high 20 points from Matt Bauer and 14 points from 
Michael Kirby. Troy Koszewski added six points for 
West Coast Air, which also received four points from 
Chandler Hardy and three points from Whitney Bauer. 
Kyle Parsons and Forrest Schield completed the scoring 
with two points apiece.
 Celia Ware led Rotten Ralph’s with eight points 
and Joe Karasiewicz added six points. Olivia Moore 
fi nished with three points to complete the Rotten scor-
ing in the loss.
 On Jan. 15, Island Real Estate rode a balanced 
scoring attack to edge Connect Cycles by two points, 
34-32. Jamison Urch led the way with 10 points for IRE, 
which also received nine points from Nash Thompson 
and eight points from Amanda Burnett. Blake Rivers 
added a three-pointer, while Sage Geeraerts and James 
Hall each fi nished with two points in the victory.
 Brandon Gengler led all scorers with 15 points, 

while teammate Kyle Aritt added 13 points. Tommy 
Price completed the scoring for the Cycles with four 
points in the loss.

Division I
 Patrick Edwards scored six points to lead a balanced 
Sun scoring attack in an 18-13 victory over A Paradise 
Realty on Jan. 18. Chris Hightower and Emily White 
each added four points, while Connor Field and Julian 
Botero completed the scoring with two points apiece.
 A Paradise was led by Max Miller’s six points and 
four points from Jack Titsworth. Savannah Schield 
and Trevor Bystrom fi nished with two and one points 
respectively in the loss.

Island Lumber edged Air & Energy Jan. 14 by 
one point, 27-26, behind 15 points from Becca Butler 
and 10 points from Joey Garbus. Chris Pate completed 
the Lumber scoring with two points.
 A&E trailed by six points after three quarters and 
rallied by outscoring Lumber 9-4 in the fourth quarter, 
but fell short. Daniel Pimental and Justin Gargett led 
A&E with nine points each. Travis Belsito added six 
points for A&E, which also received two points from 

Mallory Kosfeld in the loss.

Division II
 Logan Reiber and Chris Galatie scored six points 
apiece to lead Kumon past Jessie’s Island Store 16-6 
on Jan. 17. Neil Carper completed the scoring for 
Kumon with four points in the victory.
 Jessie’s was led by Jake Parson’s four points and 
two points from Joey Salinas in the loss.
 Brennan Gallagher and Daniel Schroeder scored 
six points apiece on Jan. 15to lead Dips Ice Cream 
22-10 past Kumon. Dips also received fi ve points from 
Blaine Jenefsky, three points from Johnny Mattay and 
two points from Josh Zawistoski in the victory.
 Kumon was paced by Chris Galati’s six points, 
while Neil Carper and Anna Maria Galati added two 
points apiece in the loss.

Division III
Ross Built defeated Beach Bistro 11-4 on Jan. 

17 behind fi ve points from Jake Ross and two points 
apiece from Gsell Madison, Parker Lansberg and 

AMICC basketball schedules
Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Jan. 23 IRE vs. Ralph’s
10 a.m. Jan. 26 Cycles vs. Ralph’s
11 a.m. Jan. 26 IRE vs. WCAC
8 p.m. Jan. 28 Cycles vs. IRE
8 p.m. Jan. 29 WCAC vs. Ralph’s

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Jan. 24 A&E vs. Sun
Noon Jan. 26 Lumber vs. Sun
1 p.m. Jan. 26 A&E vs. Paradise 

Division II (ages 10-11)
7 p.m. Jan. 24 Dips vs. Kumon 
7 p.m. Jan. 26 Jessie’s vs. Kumon

Division III (ages 8-9)
7 p.m. Jan. 23 Bistro vs. LPAC 
6 p.m.  Jan. 24 Ross vs. Duncan 
3 p.m.  Jan. 26 Bistro vs. Duncan 
4 p.m.  Jan. 26 Orthopedic vs. LPAC
6 p.m.  Jan. 28 Orthopedic vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Jan. 29  Orthopedic vs. Bistro

Instructional League (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Jan. 23  Observer vs. Oyster Bar
5 p.m. Jan. 26  Observer vs. BeachHouse
6 p.m. Jan. 28  Oyster Bar vs. BeachHouse
6 p.m. Jan. 29  Oyster Bar vs. Observer PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE

Go team!Go team!

Coach Amy Siederman’s cheerleading team is enthusiastic for the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s 
basketball league, which started its season this month. Some of the group of 15 are, front row, from left, Shelby 
Barker, Cailey Aspril, Emily Leman and Cortni Wash, and back row, from left, Jazmin Kneff and Joselin Press-
wood. Islander Photos: Amy Siederman
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Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND
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 Vacation  
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www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Maddy Valadie.
 Adam Clark paced the Bistro with four points in 
the loss.

Duncan Real Estate edged LPAC by one point, 
11-10, on Jan. 16 as Chase Lewis poured in 10 points. 
Lauren Sapienza’s free throw proved to be the deciding 
point in the close victory.
 Lucas Winstead and Emma Moneuse paced LPAC 
with four points apiece, while JT Falls added two points 
in the loss.
 On Jan. 15, Ross Built doubled up on LPAC behind 
10 points from Jake Ross. Gsell Madison added four 
points, while teammate Chris Adkins fi nished with two 
points in the victory.
 Lucas Winstead led LPAC with four points 
while Emma Moneuse and JT Falls added two points 
apiece.
 Finally, on Jan. 14, Adam Clark scored six points 
and Parker Novi added two to lead Beach Bistro 8-5 
past Coastal Orthopedics. Coastal Orthopedics was led 
by Mikey Ellsworth’s fi ve points.

Horseshoe news
 Three teams emerged with perfect 3-0 records from 
the 13 that entered pool play at the Jan. 12 horseshoe 
proceedings at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Hank 
Huyghe and John Crawford edged the team of Tom 
Rhodes and George McKay by a 22-18 score in the 
semifi nals. Their victory advanced them to the fi nals 
where they took on the waiting team of Ron Slagh and 
Debbie Rhodes.
 The two teams battled back and forth in an exciting 
match. Trailing 19-17, Debbie Rhodes threw her sixth 
ringer of the match to give her team a 20-19 lead, but 
Crawford threw a clutch ringer on his next turn to give 
Crawford and Huyghe a 22-20 victory.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club men teed it up for a partner’s 

Anna Maria Island Community 
Center basketball league 
standings as of Jan. 17

combined low-net game on Jan. 16. The team of Bob 
Landgren, John Sagert, Don Ruggles and John O’Brien 
combined for a 130 to claim fi rst place by four strokes 
over the second-place team of John Cassese, John Heisel-
man, Gino DiClemente and Hal Sears with a 134.
 The men played nine holes of golf in a better-ball-
of-foursome format Jan. 14. The team of Bob Lamo, 
Bob Sykes, Al Gunn and Tryy Micho fi red a 7-under-
par 57 to win fi rst place by two strokes over two teams. 
The team of Austin Rice, Ralph Bassett, Tom Warda 
and Paul Proxy matched the 5-under par score carded 
by Danny Hayes, Bill Gallagher, Bob Dickinson and 
Omer Trolard. Third place went to the team of Ernie 
Hauser, Vince Fanton, Bob Landgren and John Sagert 
with 2-under par for the day.
 The ladies teamed up with the men Jan. 11 for a 
two-best-balls-of-foursome game. The team of Terry 
Westby, Eunice Warda, Joyce Brown and Hal Sears 
fi red an 8-under-par 56 to claim clubhouse bragging 
rights for the day. They fi nished four shots ahead of 
second-place fi nishers Rose Slomba, Dorothy McK-
inna, Tom Warda and Larry Fowler.

Batter up
 Little League season is fast approaching and orga-

nizers of the youth sport on Anna Maria Island are reg-
istering kids in several age divisions for play starting 
Feb. 25. 
 Registration for Anna Maria Island Little Leage 
and Junior League can be accomplished at the Center 
through Thursday, Jan. 31, with the season set to open 
on Feb. 25.
 Cost for registration for players ranging from age 
5 to 16 are $60 for T-ball, $70 for AA, $100 for minors 
and $110 for major and junior league players. 
 AMILL and AA ball will be played at the Center 
fi eld and Major and Junior League games will be played 
in cooperation with county leagues at the Center, G.T. 
Bray Park, Bradenton, and Birdie Tebbetts Field in 
Holmes Beach.
 Anna Maria Island Little League day will take 
place at McKechnie Field in Bradenton Sunday, 
March 2, as Bradenton’s own Pittsburgh Pirates take 
on the Tampa Bay Rays. Each registered AMILL 
player will receive one free ticket to this afternoon 
spring-training game. And affordable tickets will 
be available from AMILL for Little League-player 
family members. 
 For more information, contact AMILL president 
Mike Brusso at 941-778-2838.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

Premier Division Won Lost
IRE   1  0
WCAC  1  0
Ralph’s  0  1
Cycles  0  1

Division I
Lumber  1  0
Sun   1  0
Paradise  0  1
A&E  0  1

Division II
Dips  1  0
Kumon  1  1
Jessie’s Store 0  1

Division III
Ross  2  0
Duncan  1  0
Bistro  1  1
Orthopedics 0  1
LPAC  0  2

Counting down the days until Major League Baseball’s spring-training season begins? The Islander is — and 
we’re also seeking recollections of Island-related encounters with pro ballplayers, as well as building an Anna 
Maria Island history of our favorite pastime. Please contact Islander reporter Lisa Neff via phone at 941-
870-2054 by e-mail at lisaneff@islander.org. This sign of old beckons tourists to Bradenton. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Manatee County Public Library

2, 4, 6, 8 — Who do we appreciate? 
The Anna Maria Island Community Center sponsors a program of cheerleading during basketball season 
which is coached by youth leader Amy Siederman.
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

CONDO MAINTENANCE PROFESSIONAL wanted. 
Upscale condominium complex on Anna Maria 
Island seeks responsible, experienced individual 
for exterior cleaning and maintenance on a con-
tract basis. Must be detail-oriented, have insurance, 
transportation and references. Call 941-448-5500.

FIRST IN CARE: HHA/CNA needed. Island, Bra-
denton. Must be available overnight, days. 941-746-
8400.

KITCHEN HELP apply by e-mail to chef@oohlala-
bistro.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

BOUTIQUE: CRUISEWEAR, GIFTS and more in 
top Holmes Beach mall. Only $20,000 plus inven-
tory at 10 percent under cost! Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

ITEMS FOR SALE

SLEEPER SOFA, GREEN print, recliner, beige, 
wooden dining table with four chairs. Call to see. 
941-778-2567 or 941-779-3222.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS: Now open! 
Accepting quality consignments. 611 Manatee Ave. 
E. Bradenton. Call 941-749-1166.

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE: Saturday, Jan. 
26. Quality items, something for everyone. 321 
Hardin Ave., Anna Maria.

UNUSUAL CARPORT SALE: 9 a.m. Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, Jan. 25-27. Tools, pictures, house-
hold and whatnot. 408 71st St., Holmes Beach.

MOVING SALE: 8am Saturday, Jan. 26. Tools, 
dishes, queen mattress set, bookcase. 108 75th 
St., Holmes Beach. 

REMODELING SALE: 9am-noon Friday and Satur-
day, Jan. 25-26. Upscale furniture, bedroom sets, 
garden tools, grill, Whirlpool washer, miscellaneous 
items. 106 Third St. N., Bradenton Beach. 

TWO-FAMILY GARAGE sale. 9am-3pm Friday and 
Saturday, Jan. 25-26. 1104 Bay Drive N., Braden-
ton Beach, between 11th Street and 12th Street 
North.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

HOME FELLOWSHIP GATHERING begins Jan. 11, 
6-8pm. Pursuing glory. To fi nd out more about it, call 
Diana, 941-778-5753.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

PET SITTER WANTED for a Boston terrier and 
French bulldog. Overnights and days. 941-778-
5746.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

2006 SUNTRACKER 18-ft party barge, pontoon 
boat. Depth fi nder, fridge, TV, AC/DC converter, 
headlights. 25-hp mercury, 4-stroke, less then 20 
hours on engine, still has break-in oil. Full boat 
cover, bimini. Must sell due to health problems. 
Invested $17,323 For sale at $12,323. Call Stacey, 
941-387-1438.

NEW YAMAHA PROPELLER, 15 by 17, stainless. 
941-778-0991. $225.

MERCURY CRUISER 3.0, inboard/outboard ski 
boat. Fiberglass with many new parts. Will trade for 
fi shing boat or $400. 941-756-7701. 

17-FT BOSTON WHALER Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, 
trailer, bimini top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery 
lock, teak accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-2873 or 
view at Wolfgang Schultz Marine.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA,
two-car garage.  Prepare for your move and enjoy 
tenant's income.  $489,500.

Choice duplex lot includes small home. Refurbish
for two units,  reconstruct...several options on
this deluxe size lot! $429,000

Large Gulf parcel with two cottages. Possibility
to split into two Gulf lots. Call for details. 778-2259

ANNUAL RENTAL with Gulf views.  2BR/1BA,
$950/month plus electric and cable.  No pets
or smokers please.

ANNUAL RENTAL 1BR/1BA garage apartment.
$650/mo plus utilities (water included in rate)
No pets or smokers please.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

PERICO ISLAND 3BR/2BA community pool, tennis courts. Turnkey 
furnished, fi ve minutes to beaches. $429,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,900.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 

lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

PERICO BAY CLUB TOWNHOUSE 
883 Waterside Ln., Bradenton: 
2-3BR/2BA, 1,632 sf, furnished, 
water and preserve views. Gated com-
munity. Only two miles to Gulf beaches. 
$319,000. ML#340197.

FRESH MULLET T-SHIRTS! S,M,L,XL $10

FRESH MULLET SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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Directly across 
from beach path to 
Bean Point. “Multi-
mi l l ion dol lar 
neighborhood with 
an affordable price 
tag!” $599,000 

CHARMING BEACH COTTAGE 830 North Shore 
Anna Maria

941 778-0455 • www.greenreal.com
9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria

Ken Jackson, 778-6986
Kathy Geeraerts, 778-0072
Maureen Dahms, 778-0542
Marilyn Klemish, 778-7627

Kate Eiseler, 224-0057
Evelyn Mitchell, 778-1952

Beautiful Gulf views from this 2BR/2BA Bradenton Beach 
condo. Tommy Bahama-style furnishings, W/D in unit, 
kitchen with granite and stainless steel. Complex has pool, 
spa, tennis court, boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Call 
Owner at 388-5238 or 941-447-2061. 

Open House 1-5 pm 
Sat. & Sun. • Jan. 26&27 • 901 Gulf Drive South

Must Sell-Bring Offers!

Amenities galore! 
Pool, spa, tennis, 
boat slips and 
more. 

Gorgeous Tommy 
Bahama-style 
furnishings, up-to-
date kitchen 
with granite and 
stainless.SINCE 1992

Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 

to subscribe. You’ll get 
ALL the best news, 

delivered by the mailman 
every week. Visit us at 

5404 Marina Drive, 
Island Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

Just visiting
paradise?

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

The furniture pros
Gail McKenzie and Carol Waite 

have always loved home furnishings 
and design and have spent more than 30 
years combined in the industry, advising 
people on how best to decorate a home, 
what furnishings would match their 
decor and advising clients on the value 
of their home furnishings.
  But the two business partners were 
always set on opening their own furnish-
ings and design store.
 When the opportunity arose to open 
Consignment Furnishings at 611 Man-
atee Ave. E., the two “design pros” were 
enthusiastic from the beginning.
 “I’ve always loved furniture and 
design,” said Gail. “When Carol came 
up with the idea of a consignment shop 
with consulting and design services, we 
found this location and jumped in.”
 Open for only two weeks, Carol and 
Gail have already had quite a number 
of walk-ins looking to buy along with 
those interested in fi nding out the value 
of their furniture. 
  They’ve also advised clients on 
design and decor and are able to make 
a personal home visit to consult on the 
best furnishings for a particular house.
  Gail advises those interested in 
having their furnishings examined for 
a potential sale or for value to e-mail 
enquiries, and pictures, if possible, to 
consignmentfurnishings@yahoo.com as the 
fi rst step in the process. She and Carol 
will then examine the furnishings, then 
contact the client for a viewing.
 The store currently features con-

 

Best seafood bargain
Paul Wagers and friend Steve Behr at the new Dockside Grille at the east end of 
the Cortez Bridge on the south side. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Consignment ladies
Carol Waite, at left, and Gail McKenzie recently opened Consignment Furnishings 
at 611 Manatee Ave. E. in Bradenton. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

temporary furniture, but is adding to its 
consignment list almost daily.
 “It’s really exciting to come in and 
see what’s available and the bargains in 
top-quality furniture,” said Carol. “This 
is really what we love to do,” chimed 
Gail.
Consignment Furnishings is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. Sunday hours are from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more information, call 941-
749-1166.

Dockside Grille in 
Cortez a labor 

of love
 Paul Wagers has been in the restau-
rant industry “his entire life,” as he tells 
it. Wife Rachel has also had consider-
able experience in food preparation and 
service.
 When the opportunity came up to 
take over the former Grumpy’s Restau-

rant in Cortez by the bridge, Paul and 
Rachel were delighted to be able to com-
plete an agreement that saw them open 
the Dockside Grille Jan. 11.
  And the grand opening brought a full 
house to the grille, which boasts both indoor 
dining and outdoor seating overlooking 
Sarasota Bay and the Cortez Bridge.
 Located directly next to the water on 
the south side of Cortez Road, the Dock-
side Grille will cater to all appetites, but 
the best thing on the menu, said Paul, 
is that no item is more than $7.95. And 
that includes the 10-ounce sirloin steak, 
he bragged.
 For a “signature” dinner, Paul plans 
to serve pot roast on Sundays, while 
he’ll have an “all-you-can-eat” fi sh fry 
on Fridays from 2 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturdays will be reserved for “all-you-
can-eat” spaghetti and meatballs. Each 
dinner is just $7.95.
 “And my ham dinner is just $6.95,” 
he added.
 In today’s tight economic times, 
eating out just got a lot easier on the 
family budget.
 Paul also has grouper and shrimp 
on the menu, along with a kid’s menu, 
hamburgers, Philly cheese steaks, subs, 
chicken and pasta. Plus, everything is 
homemade, from biscuits to soup and 
gravy.
 The Dockside Grille also opens at 7 
a.m. for breakfast.
 Current hours are from 7 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
and from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
although Paul will stay open later during 
the winter season.
 “We’ll see what hours our customers 
want,” said Paul.
 The Dockside Grille is located at 
12507 Cortez Road at the Cortez Fish-
ing Center at the east entrance to the 
Cortez Bridge on the south side of Cortez 
Road.
 For more information, call 941-565-
0683.

Grand opening for 
Tide and Moon

 The Tide and Moon Gift Shoppe
at 2502 Gulf Drive in Bradenton Beach 
will hold its grand opening celebration 
from 5-7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 24.
 Live music will be on hand for 
patrons to enjoy in addition to refresh-
ments and the store’s unique collection 
of sterling silver jewelry.

Island real estate 
transactions

 102 47th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,744 
sfl a / 2,176 sfur 3bed/2bath Gulffront home 
built in 1951 on a 29,000 sq ft lot split into 
three contiguous lots with 113 feet of Gulf 
frontage was sold 12/31/07, Janice Proper-
ties Florida LLC to Bordenave & Vedanta 
LLC for $2,450,000; list $3,100,000.
 528 75th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,742 
sfl a / 3,060 sfur 3bed/2bath canalfront 
home built in 1955 on a 95x124 lot was 
sold 01/02/07, Klosky to Wilcox for 
$760,000; list $995,000.
 223 17th St. N., Unit 2, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,688 
sfl a / 2,122 sfur 3bed/2.5bath condo built 
in 2005 was sold 01/02/08, W.L. Proper-
ties Inc. to Lighthouse Pointe LLC for 
$300,000; list $395,000. 
 225 17th St. N., Unit 3, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,656 
sfl a / 2,098 sfur 3bed/2½bath condo built 
in 2005 was sold 01/02/08, W.L. Proper-
ties Inc. to Lighthouse Pointe LLC for 
$300,000; list $395,000.
 227 17th St. N., Unit 4, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,688 
sfl a / 2,122 sfur 3bed/2½bath condo built 
in 2005 was sold 01/02/08, W.L. Proper-
ties Inc. to Lighthouse Pointe LLC for 
$300,000; list $395,000.
 229 17th St. N., Unit 5, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,688 
sfl a / 2,122 sfur 3bed/2½bath condo built 
in 2005 was sold 01/02/08, W.L. Proper-
ties Inc. to Lighthouse Pointe LLC for 
$300,000; list $395,000.
 231 17th St. N., Unit 6, Bradenton 
Beach Club, Bradenton Beach, a 1,676 
sfl a / 2,110 sfur 3bed/2½bath condo built 
in 2005 was sold 01/02/08, W.L. Proper-
ties Inc. to Lighthouse Pointe LLC for 
$300,000; list $395,000.
 6500 Flotilla Drive, Unit 167, West-
bay Point & Moorings, Holmes Beach, a 
985 sfl a / 1,377 sfur 2bed/2bath bay-view 
condo built in 1978 was sold 01/04/08, 
Huntington to Docherty for $292,500; 
list $299,000.
 1801 Gulf Drive, Unit 226, Run-
away Bay, Bradenton Beach, a 1,080 
sfl a / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built 
in 1978 was sold 01/02/08, Lencioni to 
Trinty Investments Holland LLC for 
$222,000; list $229,500.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-7244. 
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Sue Carlson
Broker

941-779-9320
www.islandplacerealty.com

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

A d o r a b l e 
2BR/2BA cottage 
in the wrapper!  
Immaculate inte-
rior with bright, 
open floor plan, 
ceramic tile, bead-
board,  new paint 

inside and out, garage, sunroom, lanai, and extensive land-
scaping!  90 x 100 lot with room for a pool! Completely fur-
nished and ready to move into!  $510,000 and easy to show!

Beachside!  You 
can’t get a lower 
price than this 
one!  One bed-
room getaway 
across from the 
Gulf of Mexico in 
Bradenton Beach.  

Completely updated with new kitchen, bathroom.  Turnkey
furnished from the Pamaro Shop!   $198,900

INVESTMENT 
P R O P E R T Y !   
1BR/1BA each 
side duplex with 
a d j a c e n t  l o t 
near the beach.  
D e v e l o p m e n t 
p o t e n t i a l !  
$595,000

First block from the 
beach!  Elevated 
half-duplex with 
garage.   2BR/2BA, 
turnkey furnished
and already in a 
rental program!   
$449,000

Sue
Sells
Anna
Maria

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

CANAL, POOL, 3BR/3BA  $775,000

GGGGGGORGEOUS HOME, UNOBSTRUCTED GULF VIEWS  $995,000

BBBBBBEING BUILT, 4BR/3-1/2BA TOWNHOUSES, POOL  FROM $599,000

IMMACULATE 2-3BR/2BA HOME, GULF VIEW  $698,000

BAY HOLLOW CONDO, 2BR/2BA, POOL, DEEP CANAL  $349,000

REALTOR

The Big Picture

A fabulous duplex 
custom built in 2000.  Steps to the beach, room 
for a pool. The 3/2 is beautifully furnished and 
2/2 has separate guest suite. 2 screened patios 
for outside dining. Looking for a two-family 
home? This is it! Owners have reduced price 
$100K. Now offered at $663,000.

Marianne Correll

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

Bats’ champions come to Cortez
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The Bat Lady, some call her, and her children the 
Bat Girls — not referring to a comic-strip character but 
for their dedication to some tiny creatures that need 
help. 
 They are Deborah Chapman and daughters Madi-
son, 13, and Raven, 11. They cherish bats in all their 
1,000 species, especially the three kinds found in Flor-
ida, and devote considerable time to studying them, 
spreading the word of their plight and helping them 
survive in an often unfriendly world.  
 The Bat Ladies’ latest salvation move is a “bat 
house” they and husband/father Ken, a Sarasota attor-
ney, fastened to a bat-attractive dead tree in the Cortez 
nature preserve of the Florida Institute for Saltwater 
Heritage. They hope bats will colonize there as their 
habitat dwindles nearly everywhere else. 
 They work through the Reef Rovers 4-H Club, an 
environmental science group of young people in Man-
atee and Sarasota counties. Through the Chapmans, 
the club has come to concentrate some of its work on 
bats. 
 Madison is the sparkplug of this concentra-
tion, leading studies of bats through texts and Inter-
net sources and making educational presentations at 
schools and community outlook gatherings. She and 
Raven got interested in bats when they saw some of 
the strange little fl ying mammals near their home two 
years ago. Some neighbors were repelled by them, but 
“we didn’t want them killed or even chased away,” 
Madison recalled. 
 Sightings near houses are getting more common, 
she said, because bats here cluster in dead trees and as 

Bat ladies
Madison 
Chapman, 
left, sister 
Raven and 
mom Deborah 
explain about 
the virtues 
of bats in 
the Florida 
environment. 
Islander 
Photos: Paul 
Roat

Bat boxes such as this one in the FISH Preserve in 
Cortez are complements of a grant from the Sarasota 
Bay Estuary Program.

Madison Chapman displays a bat that was found 
dead near her house and was preserved.

woods are eliminated by housing development, the bats 
move into the eaves and roofs of houses. They come 
out at night to eat, consuming up to 3,000 insects in a 
night: “They’re the most important natural controller 
of mosquitoes.” 
  Mom helped them from the beginning and ended 
up as fascinated as the girls by the little nocturnal crea-
tures. First off, bats don’t bite and don’t get tangled 
in people’s hair and they’re not blind and don’t drink 
blood, she explained patiently with only a little indigna-
tion for popular misconceptions. Not only do they keep 
down mosquitoes, they help pollinate plants and spread 
seeds.
 The “bat house” in Cortez, she hopes, ultimately 
will house several hundred bats, as will the other bat 
houses the club has placed in the area atop 15-foot 
posts through a grant from the Sarasota Bay Estuary 
Program. The bats can’t be enticed into their house, it 
can only be placed where it will be available when they 
need a home. Endangered, they are protected by federal 
and state laws, but enforcement just doesn’t exist. 
 The ones around here are brown and free-tail bats 
that gather in colonies, with some larger yellow ones 
that live among palm fronds. There are bigger ones in 
the world, some with a six-foot wingspan. Most cluster, 

often in thousands — a Gainesville colony has 100,000, 
and a famed cave in Texas houses 22 million. 
 The “Bat Ladies” recommend that anyone as inter-
ested in bats as they check them out at batcon.org or 
fl oridabats.org. 
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, 
see the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS: Now available several 1-2BR units, 
bayfront, pool-side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On site rentals. 
Priced $249,000-$359,900. 941-778-2246.

RESORT IN PARADISE: Tropical landscaping surrounds six 
charming units steps from beach. Immaculate, family owned and 
clientele keep coming back. Possible owner fi nancing. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #529518. $1,650,000.

TWO LONGBOAT KEY duplexes. One 200x90 lot. Four 2BR/2BA 
occupied units. Private area, property backs up to bayfront com-
munity park with 32 acres of walking trails and native vegetation.  
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #340422. $789,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $899,500.

EXQUISITE Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliences. Designer-perfect furnishings. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT. Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

SARASOTA BAYFRONT. Over 150-feet of direct bayfront on north 
end of Longboat Key with deep water. 3BR/3BA with spectacular, 
panoramic water views plus six-slip boathouse.  Well-maintained 
home. Renovate, expand or build new. Almost 3/4 acre of privacy!  
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #368731. $2,995,000.

BIMINI BAY VISTA! What a view here! Great 
location for boater, no bridges to Gulf, 10,000 
pound lift. Home features vaulted ceilings, 
open plan and atrium entry. Karen Day, 941-
778-2246. #568255. $849,000.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT. Well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan. Private setting with 
new dock, paver brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #564733. $549,500.

BLOCK FROM BAY. Palma Sola 3BR/3BA 
home. Approx 2500 square feet, tile, carpet, 
two A/C units, 1BR/BA and den down – perfect 
guest suite. Large screened deck with hot tub. 
Sprinkler system on well. Denny DeLarco, 
941-751-0670. #567044. $369,777.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

INCOME – annual tenant in place! End unit 
– bright and new! 3BR/2BA Hidden Lake 
condo, vaulted ceiling, screened lanai, one-car 
attached garage, lakeview, pool, spa, fi tness. 
Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 941-778-
2246. #523475. $290,000.

VILLAGE GREEN END unit! Corner, dead-end, 
quiet street. Large. rooms, great space and 
fl ow. Double garage with storm reinforced 
door. D model with new roof, screened, over-
size lanai. Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 
941-778-2246. #560335. $205,000.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, open 
fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #520397. 
$949,500

contract pending

KIDS4HIRE Continued

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

SERVICES Continued

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

PRIVATE HOME COMPANION/caregiver. Light 
housekeeping, meal prep and small errands. Ref-
erences available. 941-730-1658.

AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN services. Over 25 
years experience. Island resident. Free estimates. 
941-778-5746. 

HOME HEALTH CARE including substance abuse 
help. registered nurse with 15 years experience. 
ACLS, CPR, PALS certified. Call for availability. 
941-201-4641.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, 
friendly service since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave 
message.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION, your home 
or mine. Live in or out. All needs attended. 941-748-
3247, 941-713-7380.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

LOCK AROUND THE Clock: Island locksmith and 
owner Bob Woods. Licensed, bonded and insured. 
941-778-1661 or 941-713-4414. 

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and com-
mercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, landscaping, 
cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-778-5294.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $42/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

TREE-TRIMING SALE, half off regular prices. Guar-
anteed lowest prices. 12-year resident. Cell 941-
951-1833.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.
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ANSWERS TO JAN. 23 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1

Here is Paris, 
an 8-week-old 
Sheppard mix, 
friendly and 
playful, rescued 
from animal 
services. $150 
adoption fee. 
Call Julie at 
SunCoast, 941-

779-0202, or for more animals, call Manatee 
Humane Society, 941-747-8808.Massage by Nadia

941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Painting Services

773-7996

Licensed and Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION. Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

KITCHEN AND BATH remodeling and custom car-
pentry for your home or condo. Florida state licensed 
builder. CBC1255132. Call John, Gulf Construction. 
28 years of experience. 941-773-6808.

HANDYMAN SERVICES: OVER 35 years experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry, tile, painting, power washing, rescreening 
and remodeling. Forrest Parks Inc. 941-737-5967. 
Emergency calls, 941-708-0676.

VINYL SIDING, SOFFIT/fascia installation. Profes-
sional service backed with 30 years experience. 
Licensed and insured, free estimates. Craig Vinyl 
and Aluminum Inc. 941-794-3974.

MASTERS OF RENOVATION! Skilled and profes-
sional handyman services. Call today for a free esti-
mate. 941-580-3312.

PLANTATION SHUTTERS, BLINDS, shades and 
more. Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free 
in-home consultation. Island references, 18 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 941-730-0516.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive distribu-
tor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, cour-
teous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. Lic. 
# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

HOWLE HOME IMPROVEMENTS: Tile, painting, 
kitchen and bath remodeling and additions. Lic. 
RB29003120. Contact Greg for a free estimate, 
941-538-1852.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-677-7477.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA. Great neigh-
borhood, steps to beach, across from bay. $900/
month. Call 941-737-9662.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

FOR RENT: ANNA Maria. Beautiful remodeled 
3BR/2BA, 200 feet from the Gulf. Available Janu-
ary 2008-March 2008. Weekly or monthly. Call 941-
778-7933.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 
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Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F
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)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and out. 
Available January and April. Call 813-245-0428.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $800/month, heated pool, washer 
and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, water, sewer 
and trash included. 202-A Haverkos Court. Pets O.K. 
First fl oor, reference and lease. 941-720-1006

ISLAND PARADISE HOME Jewfi sh Key: 3BR/2BA. 
Accessed by boat only. Relax, watch dolphins and 
osprey from your own gazebo, fi sh from own dock. 
Deep-water dockage for 40-foot plus. $3,000/
monthly or $2,000 plus utilities annually. Call 865-
850-6137 or 941-383-1301.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

DIRECT GULFFRONT, beautifully furnished 
2BR/2.5BA. Beach, pool, tennis court. Bi-monthly 
or monthly. 941-794-8877.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month.  $1,000 security. 
941-962-5827. 

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE. 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage, maintenance, pool and refuse 
included. Annual $1,250/month. 941-778-9710.

ANNUAL RENTALS: BEAUTIFUL larger 2BR/2BA. 
Florida room, dishwasher, carport, close to beach 
$1,000/month. 2BR/1BA $725/month, 2BR/2BA 
$725/month. 1BR/1BA $700/month. Small, older 
house $800/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty. 941-778-7500.

SEASONAL 2BR/2BA fully equipped ground fl oor 
with pool. No smoking, no pets. 941-778-9576.

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA 
with pool $1,100/month. Longboat Village home, 
all updated 2BR/1BA $2,500/month. Key Royale 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock, $1,000/week. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home with 
fenced yard $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex 
with pool and close to beaches, $1,000/month. 
2BR/2BA Island duplex, completely renovated, 
$1,100/month. 3BR/2BA northwest Bradenton 
home with great yard and neighborhood, $1,500/
month. Please call Anna Maria Gulf Coast Proper-
ties, 941-782-5609.

CHARMING 2BR/2BA ELEVATED duplex in Bra-
denton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach 
$975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. March 2008 plus Janu-
ary and March 2009 rental available. Beachfront, 
2600 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 813-781-7562.

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated duplex, storage, wash-
er-dryer hookups, covered parking. 2415 Ave. C. 
$950/month. 941-778-0954.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, 
upstairs duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/
month. Call 941-725-4190.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL rental. 2BR/1.5BA 
updated kitchen, utility room with washer and dryer. 
Covered carport with shed. First, last and security 
deposit, plus utilities. 941-779-2265.

GORGEOUS 3-4/BR TOWNHOUSE at Sunbow Bay 
for rent February and March. Just a stone’s throw 
from the beach and all beautifully decorated. Offers 
welcome as we were selling and now decided to 
keep this great holiday home. Please, call 011-44-
2085080332 or e-mail at sandypfl orida@aol.com.

SEASONAL ANNA MARIA: 3BR/2BA house on 
open-water canal with hot tub, boat dock, steps to 
beaches and city piers. Available now, $2,500/month 
or $900/week. Call: Deborah Thrasher, Re/Max 
Excellence, 941-518-7738. www.fl gulfcoast.net.

APARTMENT: 2BR/2BA, $950/month and 1BR/1BA, 
$650/month. Tenant pays utilities on Palma Sola 
Bay. Move in with security and fi rst month’s rent. 
(Free month). Call Reed at 941-448-8100.

ANNUAL RENTALS: BEAUTIFUL larger 2BR/2BA. 
Florida room, dishwasher, carport, close to beach 
$1,000/month. 2BR/1BA $725/month, 2BR/2BA 
$725/month. 1BR/1BA $700/month. Small, older 
house $800/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty. 941-778-7500.

SEASONAL RENTAL CONDO on Perico Island. 
2BR/2BA with lake view. Furnished, heated pool, 
tennis. Minimum two-month rental term. 941-795-
2713.

HOLMES BEACH 1BR/1BA apartment. 750 square 
feet. First, last and security. Available Jan. 25. $850/
month. 949-813-4900.

LARGE RIVERFRONT CONDO 2BR/2BA. Great 
views, heated pool, tennis courts and dock. $950/
month annual. 941-778-1840.

OFFICE RENTAL: 9903 Gulf Drive has unfurnished 
multi-offi ce space for monthly or annual rental. Two 
offi ces with conference room and space for open 
desks. If interested, please, call 941-545-5670.

DUPLEX IN BRADENTON Beach, 2BR/1BA. 
Washer/dryer. First, last, security. $1,100/month. 
941-779-6753.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 3BR/2.5BA with pool, $1,700/
month. 2BR/2BA home, $1,200/month. 2BR/1BA 
Anna Maria, $890/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 
941-778-2307. www.franmaxonrealestate.com. 

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

VACATION RENTAL: 1BR/1BA with new carpet and 
paint. Block to the beach. $600/week or $1,600/
month. 941-779-1112.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX: $895/month including 
garbage, yard service, large backyard, pets consid-
ered. http://goff-club.com/206B. 54th Street, Holmes 
Beach. 941-795-0504. 

ANNA MARIA ANNUAL rental: 1BR/1BA, one block 
to Gulf beach. Back yard, dock with canal access to 
Tampa Bay. $795/month. Call 941-778-9158.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, 
furnished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. 
Call 941-758-9133.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home, fenced 
yard, $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex, com-
pletely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA NW 
Bradenton home, great yard and neighborhood, 
$1,500/month. Please, call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

DIRECT GULFFRONT:  Old Florida 2BR, large 
porch with beautiful view of Gulf. 941-779-2701 or 
608-345-5699.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $325,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

REAL ESTATE

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $459,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: $144,900. 2BR/2BA. 
Must Sell. New Carpet and paint. Only 10 minutes 
to beach. Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker 941-
725-4425

SPACIOUS 1BR/1BA condo (917 square feet). 
Covered parking, fi shing pier, two pools, boat dock, 
tennis court and elevator. End unit in excellent condi-
tion, turnkey furnished. $255,000. 941-779-0005.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

FIRST-FLOOR, LAKEFRONT condominium, unit 
6442 with attached garage. Hidden Lake condo-
minium. 1,619 sq. ft. $239,900. Open noon-4pm 
Friday-Sunday,. Minutes to beach, walk to shopping. 
941-761-0807. 

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
2BA/2BA, den, one-car attached garage, screened 
lanai, lakefront, and minutes to beach. $309,900. 
Open noon-4 Friday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

REAL ESTATE Continued

5400 CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612. 

WATERFRONT DEALS: Palma Sola Bay 2BR 
townhouse with pool and boat dock, $230,000. 
Key Royale 3BR/2BA updated with pool, spa and 
boat dock. 10 percent down creative fi nancing at 
$799,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON remodeled home. 
3BR/2BA two-car garage. Family room, lanai, large 
fenced backyard. No homeowner fees. A great condo 
alternative. No fl ood zone. Priced at $319,900. 10 
percent down creative fi nancing. Call owner/agent 
941-356-1456.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. 2BR/2BA Gulffront, 
remodeled in 2005. Everything new. $850,000. 813-
781-7562.

TOWNHOUSE IN SUNBOW Bay. Waterfront, small 
boat is O.K. 3BR/3BA, two pools, tennis, lush land-
scaping, 150-yard private fi shing pier. Perfect retire-
ment/vacation home. Reduced from 500,000 to 
450,000. Owner: 941-228-3489.

ATTENTION BOATERS! Custom Key West-style 
home in Cortez with deeded boat slip. Gated com-
munity off Intercoastal waterway. Deeded fourty 
boat slip. $1,175,000. Call Lynn Parker, Rosebay 
Real Estate, 941-321-2736.

LUXURY 2BR/2BA CONDO with full Gulf view and 
deeded beach. Remodeled and newly furnished. 
Amenities galore, secure complex. Reduced to 
$749,000. Call Arline Spino of RoseBay Real Estate 
at 941-232-3971 or 941-751-0582.

GULFFRONT WITH BEAUTIFUL sunsets in this 
2BR/2BA remodeled and furnished condo. Gulf 
and bay screened lanais. Reduced to $499.000. 
Call Arline Spino of Rosebay Real Estate at 941-
232-3971 or 941-751-0572.

COMPLETELY RENOVATED MOBILE home. 
2BR/1BA. Nice size lot 16th Street, West Braden-
ton. $69,500. 941-538-0225. 
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

83 North Shore
4BR/2BA with pool. Walk to 
beach, Anna Maria shops and 
restaurants. Perfectly main-
tained, move-in ready. 

$899,000. 

210 S. Harbor
NEW! 4BR/4BA beautifully 
done with hardwood, granite, 
vaulted ceilings. Stunning bay 
views with dock and pool. Block 
to beach!                  $999,000. 

113 S. 3rd St
Custom-built, open plan, half 
block to beach and Bridge Street 
shops! 3BR/2.5BA with two 
screened lanais. 

$799,000. 

244 South Harbor
Hidden gem! Stunning bay views from this 2BR/3.5BA corner-unit townhome with fi replace, very 
private 3rd fl oor sundeck and dock with lift. Beautifully remodeled and move-in ready! 

$749,000.

3206 Gulf Dr. 
Adorable Hemingway-style 2BR 
cottage. Beach across street. Designer 
furnished and single level. Gulf views 
from roof-top patio.

               $585,000.

INTRODUCING

NEW LISTING

12324 Egret Harbour Way  
Harbour Landings 2BR/2BA 
maintenance-free community, 
lots of amenities. Close to 
beach. 

$499,000. 

MODEL OPEN 1-4 SUN JAN. 26

 

9308 Gulf Dr
Seven houses to beach! Key West-
style 2,300 square foot, 4BR/2BA. 
Brazillian cherry and Malaysian 
teak fl oors. Gorgeous!

$799,900.

REAL ESTATE Continued

DIRECT BAYFRONT Runaway Bay 2BR/2BA. Com-
pletely new interiors, new air conditioners in 2008, 
new roof, new electric, kitchen and all appliances. 
Great rental income or second home! Very spacious 
condo with true professional turnkey furnishings. 
$469,999. Call George, 312-321-7501.

DIRECT GULFFRONT STUDIO condo at Club 
Bamboo South on Bradenton Beach. Professional 
interiors and immaculate. Stainless steel, crown 
moldings, granite counter tops, private balcony, on-
site management. Great rental income and more! 
$389,000. Call George, 312-321-7501.

REAL ESTATE Continued

DRASTICALLY REDUCED CONDO at L’Plage. It’s 
2004 again for this upscale 3BR/3BA turnkey fur-
nished condo in Anna Maria Island’s most luxuri-
ous Gulffront complex, L’Plage at 6400 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Features include elegant furnish-
ings, spacious lanai, elevator, two secure garage 
parking spaces, large storage room, expansive 
heated pool with separate hot tub and gazebo. 
Just reduced for quick sale, asking $1,699,900. Call 
Barry Gould, 941-448-5500, or Ted Schlegel, 941-
518-6117. Island Vacation Properties. 

ATTENTION ALL SALE BY OWNERS! Family of 
three is looking for a nice 2-3BR/2BA home, pool, 
to lease annually, in Holmes Beach or northwest 
Bradenton. 941-778-4515 or 941-301-9773.

REAL ESTATE Continued

MINUTES TO BEACHES. Gorgeous vacation condo. 
Totally updated and upgraded! You won’t fi nd a nicer 
condo for this price! New wood fl ooring, carpet, 
paint, washer and dryer. Furnished. Heated com-
munity pool, clubhouse and tennis courts. $109,900. 
Chard Winheim, Horizon Realty, 941-713-6743.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

TENNESSEE: AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

Huge Family Home on 
Anna Maria Island!

7204 Palm Dr, Holmes Beach 34217

Beautiful 3200 Sq. ft family home with 
4-5 bedrooms, newer kitchen cabinets 
and appliances, short walk to the beach 
or use as a rental. Nice, fenced yard for 
privacy and room for a pool. $739,000

Ernie Votaw, Realtor
Realty Executives Solutions

941-228-7293
www.ernievotaw.com

Simply the Best

30 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

KEY ROYALE. Completed in Jan 2008. 5,000 sf 
4BR/5BA. Elevator, two fi replaces, 28x32-foot great 
room, heated pool, canal/dock with view down canal 
to bayou. $1,999,000.

DIRECT BAYFRONT Beautiful setting. New dock on 
deep water. Large 2BR/2BA. Tile fl oors throughout. Even 
has a separate mother-in-law apartment. $995,000.

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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