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Bridge opening times modifi ed on Island
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 With little of the fanfare of last year, the U.S. Coast 
Guard on Jan. 15 instituted its winter schedule for 
timed openings for the Cortez and Anna Maria Island 
bridges.
 The bridges will be raised on the half-hour on 
demand during daylight hours from Jan. 15 to May 
15, rather than the 20-minute intervals during the other 
eight months of the year. The bridges open for boaters 
at any time for boating emergencies, such as during 
inclement weather.
 The Longboat Pass Bridge continues to be raised 

on demand, just as it is during the off-season.
 The USCG implimented the new schedule last 
February following nearly fi ve years of effort by the 
Coalition of Barrier Island Elected Offi cials to get the 
on-demand opening times changed. The BIEO had 
long believed that during the winter tourist season the 
20-minute intervals contributed signifi cantly to traffi c 
congestion on Manatee Avenue and at the Cortez Road-
Gulf Drive intersection in Bradenton Beach.
 BIEO offi cials, particularly Longboat Key Mayor 
Jeremey Whatmough, had contended that the 20-minute 
period between openings was not long enough to clear 
traffi c during the winter season, particularly northbound 

traffi c on Gulf Drive heading to the Cortez Road inter-
section.
 Following a study by the Florida Department of 
Transportation that corroborated this belief, the Coast 
Guard instituted the new bridge-opening rules on Feb. 
22, 2007.
 U.S. Coast Guard bridge specialist Michael Lie-
berum said that based on information received from 
the DOT and contractor Quinn Construction Co. 
Inc., he does not anticipate that the DOT renovation 
project planned to begin Feb. 4 will interfere with 
the bridge opening schedule, whether in-season or 
off-season.

The Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., Anna Maria, has hosted many sunset celebrations over the years. 
On Jan. 9, the restaurant, owned by Ed Chiles, center, hosts a ceremony marking the completion of the Sand-
bar’s new outside deck, welcoming the public to a sunset party of piña coladas and appetizers. He is fl anked 
here by project architect Gene Aubry, left, and chamber president Mary Ann Brockman, right, chamber mem-
bers and Chiles Group staff. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Koenigs pleads 
not guilty in 

shooting
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The man arrested in connection with the shoot-
ing of an Island businessperson pleaded not guilty to a 
series of charges.
 Mark W. Koenigs, represented by public defender 
Peter Belmont, fi led at the Manatee County Courthouse 
a not guilty plea to each charge against him — one 
count of fi rst-degree aggravated battery with a fi rearm, 
three counts of fi rst-degree aggravated assault on law 
enforcement with a fi rearm and one count of third-
degree aggravated assault with a fi rearm.
 The charges have been adjusted by the prosecutor’s 
offi ce since Koenigs’ arrest on Dec. 5.

Koenigs, 54, was taken into 
custody on the shore in Bra-
denton Beach, where he was 
shot by two Manatee County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies 
who alleged that the suspect 
aimed a gun at them. Four of 
the charges against Koenigs 
stem from that incident.
Prior to the arrest on the 
beach, authorities say Koenigs 
walked into a Holmes Beach 

store, Island Mail & More, and shot the business owner, 
Sue Normand, 63, in the abdomen.
 The bullet shattered Normand’s hip and she spent 

Jason Woodall, Ruby Ricks, Luke Hurban and Doug-
las Barnes — the kitchen crew Jan. 11 at the Rotten 
Ralph’s restaurant in Bradenton Beach — helped to 
raise $1 from each sale of fi sh-and-chips to help Sue 
Normand’s recovery effort. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

PLEASE SEE NOT GUILTY, NEXT PAGE
Commercial use eyed for 
Bridge Street pier/dock

By Paul Roat
 The sparkling, renovated Historic City Pier on 
Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach has caused a gleam 
in at least one businessman’s eye.
 Capt. Mark Bebernitz of Captain Mark Charters 
out of Cortez has sought permission to use the 220-
foot-long fl oating dock south of the pier to pick up and 
drop off customers in an expansion of his sightseeing 
business.
 The dock was a creation via a grant by the state of 
Florida, earmarked for water-taxi service. Bebernitz’s 
proposal for use of part of the facility is similar to a 
people-mover, water-borne service, but more geared 
toward tourists.
 He told Bradenton Beach city offi cials last week he 
hoped to provide a service that would take people from 
the city pier to the Cortez Kitchen area — where he moors 
his 20-passenger vessel — and also considered service to 
Mar Vista Restaurant on north Longboat Key. 

 Bebernitz said he hoped to use the northern boat 
ramp at Coquina Beach as a parking venue for the 
operation, alleviating any adverse parking matters in 
the parking-challenged Bridge Street area.
 “This would be a recreational service,” he said, 
“not a commuter service.”
 Allowing signage would be great, he said, both on 
the pier and at Coquina Beach for the service, estimated 
to run weekends.
 The issue before Bradenton Beach is the use of a 
public dock for a commercial enterprise, said Police 
Chief Sam Speciale.
 Speciale also said that any use of the Coquina boat 
ramp for a commercial venture would be vetted by 
county offi cials, who manage the park.
 Building offi cial Steve Gilbert added that dockage 
at the city pier must meet federal Americans with Dis-
abilities Act requirements and that he needs clarifi ca-

PLEASE SEE PIER, NEXT PAGE
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more than two weeks in the hospital after undergoing 
emergency surgery.
 Normand has since returned to Anna Maria Island 
and is in temporary lodging until she can return to her 
elevated home in Holmes Beach. The residence must 
be outfi tted with a lift before Normand, who is using a 
walker and a wheelchair, can go back.
 Last week, as the plea was entered at the Manatee 
County Courthouse in Bradenton, fundraising efforts con-
tinued to assist Normand, who lacks health insurance.
 The Rotten Ralph’s restaurants in Anna Maria 

and Bradenton Beach held 
a marathon fundraiser. 
For three days to benefit 
Normand’s recovery, the 
restaurants donated $1 
for each fish-and-chips 
dinner sold.
 “We thought maybe we 
could do something to help,” 
said Rotten Ralph’s owner 
Dave Russell. “So we thought 
we’d donate a dollar for each 
fish-and-chips sold because 

that’s our biggest item.”
 Russell said the donation was “Island neighbors 
helping Island neighbors.”
 Rotten Ralph’s diner Lucy Maise said the fund-
raising campaign made her proud of her Island home. 
“I think it is wonderful that people care so much for 
one another here,” Maise said. “You just don’t see 
enough of that.”
 Diner Mark McCay said, “It’s a tragedy what hap-
pened. I hope that support provides comfort for Sue, 
but I also hope there’s justice in court.”
 Koenigs, at press time, remained in the Manatee 
County jail.
 In addition to fi ling a not guilty plea on behalf of 
Koenigs, Belmont’s motion demanded a trial by jury, 
as well as at least 15 days to fi le motions “attacking the 
suffi ciency of each charge.”
 A court appearance in the case was scheduled for 
Friday, Jan. 18, but at press time it was not confi rmed 
that the hearing would take place.

Not guilty plea fi led
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion on requirements for wheelchair-bound patrons, as 
well as safe ingress and egress to the boat. 
 Offi cials eventually decided to dump the entire 
matter into the lap of an attorney for direction. 
 “Somebody has to be the fi rst to let us work out the 
kinks,” Speciale told Capt. Mark.
 The entrepreneur said after the meeting that he 
was considering changing his request to the city and 
merely drop off and pick up people, with the request 
that a “loading-zone” area on the dock be designated 
for whomever wishes to utilize the space. 

Pier commercial use considered
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Islander courts Island wedding tales
Two doves take fl ight — a tradition that takes place at the culmination of Island wedding vows.

 Did you say “I do” by the Gulf?
 Did you take your vows on Anna Maria Island?

 Do you have a memorable moment — funny, 
touching, romantic, horrifi c — to share about getting 
hitched in what the Island’s premiere wedding photog-
rapher, Jack Elka, has dubbed the “wedding capital of 
the world”?
 What happened in Las Vegas may stay in Las 
Vegas.
 But The Islander wants to know — and share — 
what happened at weddings on the Island.
 Please, share your stories and photographs.
 Write to “Taking the plunge,” via e-mail (preferred) 
to lisaneff@islander.org, or mail to The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217; or fax toll free 
to 1-866-362-9821.
 The deadline for submissions is Jan. 30.
 Then watch for stories in The Islander edition 
of Feb. 6.

Normand
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Meetings

Anna Maria Island Bridge meeting Thursday
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The Florida Department of Transportation’s time-
frame for its $9.14 million renovation of the Anna 
Maria Island Bridge has changed a long way in a short 
time.
 Just last October, the DOT said it planned to close 
the bridge on Manatee Avenue/State Road 64 in early 
April for 75 days as part of the project, forcing Island-
ers and visitors alike to detour to the Cortez Bridge — 
through Bradenton Beach.
 That news was greeted by Island elected offi cials, 
residents and business operators with less enthusiasm 
than for a broken sewer line.
 Following the ensuing public outcry, the DOT 
backed off on its original plans with contractor Quinn 
Construction Company of Palmetto and negotiated a new 
contract with the company that calls for a Feb. 4 start 
date, a 45-day closure beginning Sept. 29 and a monetary 
incentive program to “encourage” Quinn to complete the 
work during the closure earlier than planned.
 The DOT is hosting a public meeting at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 17, at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 
S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach, to discuss the details 
of the new contract and take more public input.
 Of particular concern to business proprietors at 
the October meeting was what happens if the bridge 
closure extends beyond 45 days and encroaches on the 
always busy Thanksgiving holiday week or even longer 
through Christmas and into the new year.
 DOT-Bartow director of operations Deborah Hunt 
has previously indicated that the DOT might reopen the 

bridge for those critical holidays, but made no promises.
 And delays are always expected, said Anna Maria 
Mayor Fran Barford, who noted that the fi rst delay has 
already occurred — the project was fi rst slated to begin 
Jan. 7, not the fi rst week of February.
 “We haven’t even started and we’ve already had 
our fi rst delay,” she observed.
 Barford is particularly concerned about the health 
and safety of Anna Maria residents during the bridge 
closure should an emergency arise.
 Time and distance studies prepared by the West 
Manatee Fire & Rescue District indicate the detour to 
the Cortez Bridge during the closure period will add 
a minimum of eight minutes to the time it takes an 
ambulance or fi re truck from the WMFR station on 
67th Street West in Bradenton to reach the north end 
of Anna Maria for a total time of 23 minutes.
 As a precaution, Manatee County Emergency 
Management Services plans to place either a second 
ambulance or another paramedic at the WMFR station 
in Holmes Beach, but there are no extra fi re trucks, 
WMFR Chief Andy Price said.
 And, noted Price, that 23-minute travel time using 
the detour route is calculated with minimal traffi c inter-
ference.
 “With normal traffi c, we estimate 26 minutes to 
Anna Maria. If there’s heavy traffi c, the study says 35 
minutes,” Price said.
 “We’re just worried what traffi c will be like on the 
Island during this period. It may be worse than we antici-
pate, but we have to plan for the worst case,” he said.
 That “worst case” scenario includes how fi re trucks 

Anna Maria City
Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m., Phase II of drainage meeting.
Jan. 22, 7 p.m., city commission work session.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Jan. 16, 7 p.m., city commission “shade” meeting 
with city attorney.
Jan. 17, 1 p.m., city commission meeting. Agenda: 
approval of various banner and special event re-
quests, security system at city pier, and various 
invoices from attorneys and building offi cials.
Jan. 17, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Jan. 24, city commission work. 
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Jan. 17, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeting.
Jan. 22, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Jan. 24, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Jan. 25, 1:30 p.m., police retirement board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org

Of Interest
Jan. 16, 7 p.m., Coalition of Barrier Island Elected 
Offi cials meeting, Bradenton Beach City Hall — 
CANCELED.
Jan. 17, 5-7 p.m., Florida Department of Transporta-
tion public meeting on Anna Maria Island Bridge 
construction, St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. 
Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach.
Jan. 17, 6 p.m., West Manatee Fire Rescue District 
Commission meeting, Fire Station No. 1, 6001 Ma-
rina Drive, Holmes Beach.
Jan. 26, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., hazardous waste and e-scrap 
collection at Coquina Beach.

Holiday Closures
Government offi ces in Anna Maria and Bradenton 
Beach will be closed Monday, Jan. 21, in observance 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

and ambulances will operate to and from the Island if 
the bridge is still closed during the holidays and winter 
tourist season. 
  “I hope we are wrong and traffi c doesn’t get that 
bad, but it’s our business to plan for the worst.”
 Price and Barford, along with other concerned 
Islanders, will be able to express their misgivings at 
the Jan. 17 meeting.
 Following a power-point presentation, the DOT will 
hold a question-and-answer session. Along with DOT 
representatives, project personnel from Quinn will be 
on hand after the presentation to discuss specifi cs and 
answer further questions about the potential impact the 
bridge project and closure may have on Islanders and 
the three Island cities.
 The renovation project is a stop-gap measure 
designed to extend the life of the bridge another 10-15 
years while the DOT begins planning and eventual con-
struction of a replacement bridge, Hunt said.
 At the earliest, said Hunt, even with immediate 
funding and no legal roadblocks, it would take seven 
years to get a new bridge built and operational. A more 
realistic timeline would be 12-14 years.
 Hunt said the DOT has formed a team that will 
initiate the feasibility study required for a new bridge. 
The estimated cost of a new bridge, in today’s prices, 
was put at around $30-40 million.
 An early-1990s effort by the DOT to build a new 
Anna Maria Island Bridge failed for a variety of reasons, 
including a dispute between the DOT and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection regarding the 
environmental impacts the bridge would have on Sara-
sota Bay.
 An eventual lawsuit brought by some Islanders and 
the environmental group known as Save Anna Maria 
Inc. was based on the DOT’s lack of public notice and 
the environmental impacts.
 The lawsuit resulted in the denial of permits by 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
and the project was removed from the DOT’s budget, 
although the department did plan for renovating both 
bridges in the future.
 

School begins for resource offi cer

Brian 
Copeman of 
the Holmes 
Beach 
Police 
Department 
is the new 
resource 
offi cer at 
Anna Maria 
Elementary 
School. 
He begins 
work at 
the school 
this week. 
Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach police officer Brian Copeman 
returned to the classroom last week to train for many 
more days to come in school.
 Copeman is the new community policing offi cer for 
the Holmes Beach Police Department, tapped for the 
job in early December after the mayor lifted a hiring 
freeze to fi ll the vacancy created by the death last year 
of HBPD offi cer Pete Lannon.
 Copeman’s new duties include serving as the 
resource offi cer at Anna Maria Elementary School, 
4700 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Copeman also will 
serve as a liaison for the police department to the busi-
ness community and other constituencies.
 The young officer began his new schedule and 
duties on Jan. 14, according to HBPD Chief Jay 
Romine.
 Last week, Copeman attended a training class in 
Orlando. At the end of the month, he is scheduled to go 
to Miami for a required 80-hour training program for 
teaching DARE — Drug Abuse Resistance Education. 
He will then be qualifi ed to teach at the Island grade 
school.
 AME principal Tom Levengood, anxious to resume 
the drug education program, introduced Copeman to 
school staff and some students who returned last week 
from winter break.
 Levengood said he planned additional introduc-

tions this week, bringing Copeman to the classrooms 
of students in the fi rst-, second- and third-grades.
 Copeman joined the Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment in April 2005 after working for the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office. Most recently, he worked 
on the department’s daytime patrol, mostly visible to 
Island motorists in a HBPD pickup truck.
 HBPD created the community-policy post with 
federal money from the President Clinton-era COPS 
program that put more than 100,000 law enforcement 
offi cers on the streets and promoted a community-po-
licing strategy in the mid-1990s.
 Lannon held the community-policing job until late 
2006, when he was diagnosed with cancer. He died in 
June 2007, a loss observed Islandwide, but especially 
at AME, where students knew and respected Lannon.
 When the 2007-08 school year began in Septem-
ber, AME remained without a resource offi cer. Con-
cerned about state-mandated budget cuts, Holmes 
Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger had instituted a 
hiring freeze. Meanwhile, the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, which provides resource offi cers to other local 
schools, also was unable to dispatch an offi cer for the 
fall.
 In late November, Bohnenberger announced that 
he wanted to fi ll the vacancy and Romine invited the 
department’s offi cers to apply.
 Copeman stepped forward.
 “I’ll do the best I can,” he said of his new role.
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4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442 • At the Manatee Public Beach
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dee’s boutique dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach Anna Maria Island Center • 778-4665

Two Gigantic Sales!
Two Unique Shops!

Visit Both Stores for a Chance To Win!
2 - $100 Gift Certifi cates  •  4 - $50 Gift Certifi cates

no purchase necessary

One week only !  Jan 15 thru Jan 21 !

Clothing up to 70% off !
Shirts
Skirts
Pants

Shorts
Dresses
Jackets
T-shirts

Sweatshirtsplus

30% off All Jewelry in cases

including Native American Turquoise

30% off Ladies’ Hats and Bags

25% off Dolls

up to 50% off  various Gifts

and much more!

50% to 70% off 
Christmas 
Merchandise*
up to 50% off 
various gifts
25% off Dolls

Just in...gorgeous new Swimsuits and separates for every age, size and shape !

50% off Hats
30% off Purses
30% off all jewelry in cases

esssssssssssssss--- $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

up to 70% off selected Up to 70% off  casual  to 
dressy fashions*

*s
al

e 
ex

cl
ud

es
 D

ec
em

be
r 

D
ia

m
on

ds
, C

ac
tu

s,
 a

nd
 F

oc
us

 C
ap

ri
s

The Island Experts 
since 1972

Turn to West Coast Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, customer satisfaction and Carrier 
systems that are second to none. Serving the Island 
communities for 35 years, we’ll make sure you’re as 
comfortable with us as you are with your home 
comfort system. 
• Unmatched Carrier expertise, effi ciency and reliability
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

Rotary 
extravaganza 
aids Special 

Olympics
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 To put gold medals around an athletes’ necks, 
Special Olympics of Manatee County relies heavily 
on local donations.
 One such donor is the Rotary Club of Anna Maria 
Island, which contributed $3,000 from its 2007 Rotary 
Extravaganza and Casino Night toward the local Spe-
cial Olympics’ $45,000 budget.
 The money helped the Special Olympics cover a 
variety of costs, from paying for training facilities in 
the county to taking 180 athletes around the region to 
compete in more than a dozen sports, said Tom Creed 
of Holmes Beach.
 “On our budget, that $3,000 makes a big differ-
ence,” he said.
 Creed is involved in supporting the Special Olym-
pics program and has been a tennis coach with the local 
chapter for about 10 years.
 He’s also a longtime Rotarian with hopes this year’s 
Extravaganza and Casino Night will provide additional 
funding for Special Olympics.
 The gala will take place Saturday, Jan. 19, at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
  “It’s always a lot of fun — the dinner, the danc-
ing, the auction,” said Creed, who has attended all the 
casino nights. “We do put an awful lot of work into it, 
but it’s fun.”
 Creed became involved with Rotary about 30 years 
ago, fi rst with clubs in Brandon and Tampa and now 
with the Anna Maria Island chapter.
 He looked into Rotary three decades ago with the 
hope of making some new acquaintances after moving 
to Florida from Cleveland.
 “I didn’t know anybody,” remembered Creed, now 
retired after a career in the steel industry.
 Creed came to learn that Rotary offered more than 
an opportunity to make friends and business associates. 

“It does wonderful work around the world,” he said.
 After his retirement, Creed stayed involved in 
Rotary. But he also looked around for another cause.
 “The community had been good to me,” he said. 
“And I wanted to give something back.”
 He had long been interested in the work of Spe-
cial Olympics and sought out representatives with the 
Manatee chapter. Special Olympics at the county level 
involves more than a dozen volunteers and about 180 
athletes ranging from child to senior status. About 2.5 
million athletes compete in 165 countries in the broader 
international organization, founded in 1968 by Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver to provide people with intellectual 
disabilities continuing opportunities to realize their 
potential, develop physical fi tness, demonstrate cour-

age and experience joy and friendship.
 “It’s great to see the kids get out there and compete,” 
Creed said. “And I think it prepares them for life.”
 Creed and several others decided to seek further 
support for the Special Olympics by requesting a dona-
tion from the Island Rotary Club, which decides after 
its gala how proceeds will be distributed.
 “Once the extravaganza is held, once we know how 
much money we’ve made, then anybody can make a 
request to the board,” Creed said.
 There are many requests and many awards, he 
added. “The Rotary has continued to put 100 percent 
of the profi t out,” he said. “We don’t keep any of it.”
 Creed is again hoping that this year’s gala will raise 
money for Special Olympics. 
 “People get so much out of it,” he said of the sport-
ing events and athletic training.
 For more information about Special Olympics, call 
941-794-2467 or go to www.manateespecoly.org.

A Special Olym-
pics of Manatee 
County tennis 
team coached 
by Islander Tom 
Creed trekked 
to Hilton Head, 
N.C., to compete 
in 2007. The 
local group relies 
largely on dona-
tions from indi-
viduals and orga-
nizations such as 
the Rotary Club 
of Anna Maria 
Island for fund-
ing. The Special 
Olympics motto: 
“Let me win, but 
if I cannot win, 
let me brave in 
the attempt.” 
Islander Photo: 
Courtesy 
Tom Creed

Casino Night Jan. 19
 On Saturday, Jan. 19, the Rotary Club of Anna 
Maria Island presents the 2008 Rotary Extrava-
ganza and Casino Night at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. For 
more information, call 941-746-7517.
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Silvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

Located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA • 9809 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria 
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ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Trees removed for Island butterfl y garden
Two men remove 
a fi cus tree from 
the Anna Maria 
Island Butterfl y 
Park to the south 
of Holmes Beach 
City Hall on Jan. 
8. The mayor 
had the tree, as 
well another 
fi cus, removed 
to facilitate 
improvements in 
park. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Two fi cus trees were pulled from Holmes Beach 
property Jan. 8, clearing the way for improvements to 
the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park.
 While there had been some contention over the 
trees between the park caretakers and the city parks 
and beautifi cation committee, the order to remove the 
trees on the south side of Holmes Beach City Hall came 
from Mayor Rich Bohnenberger, who said he wanted 
to remove any impediments to cleaning up the park.
 The park, cared for by volunteers with the North 
American Butterfl y Association Manasota Chapter, was 
designated in 1999 for the area between city hall and 
the north of the Island Branch Library. The garden work 
began in January 2000 and the park offi cially opened 
later that year.
 Last fall, the chapter halted work at the park 
because of damage to a path of memorial bricks appar-
ently caused by city-authorized tree trimming and the 
imposing tree roots, said chapter spokesperson Nancy 
Ambrose.
 Ambrose, who works as a community ambassador 
for The Islander, then began discussing how to move 
forward with improving the park with Bohnenberger, 
city public works director Joe Duennes and members 
of the Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Com-
mittee.
 In mid-November, as talks continued, Bohnen-
berger closed the garden as a safety precaution and 
Ambrose removed memorial bricks for safe-keeping.
 Negotiations seemed to center around the chapter’s 
insistence that the fi cus trees be removed and that no 
more time and money would be invested until the trees 
came out. There are 10 known species of fi cus trees in 
Florida, two of which are considered native to the state. 
Neither tree at city hall were of the native variety.

 City offi cials expressed two concerns with the but-
terfl y group’s request — that the fi cus trees, in place 
before the garden was installed, possibly were planted 
as memorials and that they provided shade for visitors 
to the park.
 A series of e-mails between city representatives 
and Ambrose earlier this month seemed to indicate an 
impasse over the trees had been reached and hinted that 
the chapter might seek to relocate the garden.
 But last week the impasse was cleared when Boh-
nenberger decided to clear out the trees.
 “That should settle it once and for all,” the mayor 
said Jan. 8.
 He added that he wanted to enter into a formal, 
written agreement with the garden group over mainte-
nance and improvements to the park. The document, 
Bohnenberger said, would be similar to the city’s adopt-

a-site contract.
 And the butterfl y group is proceeding with plans 
to host two fundraisers to help raise $25,000 to build a 
gazebo in the garden.
 “That is a lot of money for us to raise,” Ambrose 
said.
 The Holmes Beach Butterfl y Art and Craft Festival 
will take place 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16, and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 17, at Holmes Beach 
City Hall fi eld, 5801 Marina Drive.
 The annual Butterfly Bash dance and auction 
will take place Friday, Feb. 8, at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach.
 For more information about the festival, call 352-
344-0657.
 For more information about the dance and tickets, 
call 941-518-4431.
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Where’s the smoking ban here?
 What a lack of courage by the Manatee County 
commissioners. I live on Anna Maria Island and have 
to go to a Sarasota beach to be clean and comfortable 
when it comes to cigarette smoking. It’s fair to say our 
commissioners are not exactly “ahead of the curve” in 
leadership.
 Greg Watkins, Bradenton Beach

Insurance woes, again
 My insurance agent just advised me Citizens Insur-
ance is increasing replacement values 7 percent even 
if you have an appraisal with lower values, reducing 
wind mitigation credits, and adding a 14.9 percent sur-
charge to the renewals. As a result, renewals are seeing 
signifi cant premium increases.
 The governor promised lower insurance rates and 
has threatened to sue the insurance companies, yet the 
government’s own insurance company is increasing 
wind insurance rates again and at an incredible rate.
 Building costs are lower than they have seen in fi ve 
years. Incredibly, Citizens is overriding appraisals and 
increasing replacement values by 7 percent.
 It has recently been reported that Citizens had 
suffered losses due to poor investment policies and 
practices. Are they increasing rates to recover their 
losses?
 In addition, Citizens’ management of its paper fl ow 
is so bad that I received fi ve bills for the same building 
within 45 days, most with different premiums.
 “Mitigation credits” are for “hardening” buildings 
to winds — roof tie-downs, impact-resistant windows 
and doors, etc. Decreasing the credits will discourage 
people from “hardening” their buildings.
 Only a government-run company could be so arro-
gant to raise replacement costs when costs are falling 
and override locally commissioned appraisals. Only 
a government-run company could be so poorly run to 
send fi ve different bills on the same property within 45 
days and reduce incentives which encourage people 
from the desired behavior. Incredible!

 Every Island property owner should contact the 
governor and the Manatee County Legislative Delega-
tion and ask for relief.
 Patrick D. McConnell, Holmes Beach

Thanks for Lester challengers
 Our heartfelt thank you goes out to each and every 
one of you who contributed to the 2007 Lester Chal-
lenge. Your support is an expression of your commit-
ment to our community. Thank you!
 A very special thank you goes out to Chuck and 
Joey Lester for creating the Lester Challenge and to 
Bonner Joy and the Islander for spreading the word 
and helping raise the much-needed funds for this year’s 
exciting challenge.
 Your investment in this community has made 
such a powerful and positive difference in the lives of 
those we serve, especially our youth and the elderly. 
Because of you and your continued generosity, our 
community has an Anna Maria Island Community 
Center that will serve the human needs of this Island 
for the next 100 years. It is an investment in our 
children and youth, and a strengthening of our fami-
lies.
 Thanks again for your contribution to this effort.
 Pierrette Kelly, AMICC executive director

Gas issues
 Darts to the Citgo station in Holmes Beach at 3015 
Gulf Drive.
 On Dec. 23, I saw the sign that read $3.01.9 per 
gallon for regular gas. I also saw the sign that said I 
could save by paying cash or using a Citgo card.
 When the tank started fi lling, I noticed that the 
price was $3.05.9 on the meter. I stopped fi lling when 
I reached $40.
 It has been my experience that if a station offers a 
discount, it comes off the advertised price.
 This is very misleading and I will never use this 
station again. Buyer beware.
 Kathryn L. Miller, Bradenton

Planning for turkey?
 We subscribe to the theory that if every year 
5 percent of the population is new, in 15 years, that 
amounts to 45 percent of the folks who know not what 
came before them. They lack historical perspective.
 But there are times when it helps to know where 
you’ve been to understand where you are heading.
 In the early 1990s, Anna Maria Island was embroiled 
in a battle of bridges.
 When the proposal failed to build a high-rise 
replacement bridge on Cortez Road, a plan that would 
have seen more than 180 properties condemned to make 
way for the ramps to and fro, the Florida Department 
of Transportation marched on with a vengeance to 
Manatee Avenue. The DOT redirected its focus — and 
budget — to the Anna Maria Island Bridge.
 Forgive our distrust, but it seemed apparent the 
DOT wanted to force a megabridge on us Islanders at 
any cost.
 Save Anna Maria Inc. found strength then in the 
majority in its fi ght against a high-rise bridge, and the 
DOT was found to have erred in its public notice and 
underestimated the environmental impacts. Hence, no 
megabridge.
 In this new round of bridge talk, we learned through 
the “coconut telegraph” that the DOT was proceeding 
with earlier plans to renovate the AMI Bridge. But the 
plan was to close it down in April for three months — 
or more!
 Business owners were aghast. Residents were 
enraged. Offi cials were infuriated. This newspaper, 
too, was hopping mad.
 Suddenly, it was US against THEM again!
 But we saw some ruffl ed feathers smoothed when 
the DOT huddled on a new plan and explained their 
actions — and lack of communication — last fall. 
“Sorry,” they said.
 Now we are invited to see and hear the presentation 
of the DOT and the contractor for a new AMI Bridge 
plan at a meeting at 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 This new plan calls for a 45-day closure beginning 
Sept. 29.
 But the Island is painfully quiet all of September.
 And our Thanksgiving turkeys might as well stay 
in the barnyard if there’s an overrun.
 Neither the DOT nor the contractor have a 
reputation for meeting promises, and our goose — the 
golden goose we know as the holiday season — will 
be cooked if the work is delayed.
 Heck, the project has already seen delays!
 Please, attend the meeting and plead for the 
project to start sooner. Plead for the closure time to be 
reduced.
 We must be heard, for all too soon we will 
be negotiating on new bridges to link AMI to 
the mainland.
 Just know, history shows we can  make 
a difference.



THE ISLANDER  JAN. 16, 2008  7

In the Jan. 14, 1998, issue of 
The Islander, headlines announced:

THE BESTTHE BEST 15 YEARS15 YEARS

SINCE 1992
15

We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best 
way to stay in touch with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. We’ve been 
publishing and mailing successfully since 1992!
 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even the latest real estate trans-
actions … everything you need if your “heart is on the Island.” 
 The Islander is distributed free locally. If you don’t live here year-round, 
use this form to subscribe for yourself or someone else. (Sorry, we do not 
suspend mail subscriptions — you get the news free while you’re here!)

BULK MAIL U.S. SUBSCRIPTION  (allow 2 weeks for every week’s delivery)  
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $54 ❑ 3-6 Months: $36 ❑ 1-3 Months: $24

U.S. FIRST CLASS AND CANADIAN SUBSCRIPTION
 ❑ 7 months-1 year: $160 ❑ 3-6 Months: $98 ❑ 1-3 Months: $54  

 ❑ Single Issue: $5 FIRST CLASS MAIL, U.S. ONLY, maximum four weeks

 Rates to Europe or other countries available on request.

MAIL TO: ________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

CITY _________________________STATE _________ ZIP _______________

Credit card: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _______________________________________

Name shown on card: ___________________________Exp. Date ___________

Credit card billing address: __________________________________________

MAIL START DATE: ________________________________________________  

THE BEST NEWS ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND – SINCE 1992
Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217 

CHARGE BY PHONE 941.778.7978
ONLINE (secure server) www.islander.org

E-MAIL subscriptions@islander.org

Early voting begins this week
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The polls opened this week for voters eager to cast 
ballots in the Jan. 29 presidential preference primary.
 Early voting began Jan. 14 and was to continue 
through Jan. 26 at the Manatee County Supervisor of 
Elections offi ce, 321 15th St. W., Bradenton. Hours are 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
 Florida law requires voters to present identifi cation 

with a signature and photo.
 Absentee balloting also is under way, with appli-
cations for an absentee ballot available to complete at 
www.votemanatee.com/absent_reqform.asp.
 For voters waiting until election day, polling hours 
will be 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 29. Locations are, 
for voters in Anna Maria, Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 
Gulf Drive; for voters in Holmes Beach, two locations, 
either Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
or St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive; 
and Tingley Memorial Library, 111 Second St. N., for 
Bradenton Beach voters. 
 Voters should check their voter identifi cation card 
for their designated polling place.
 Voters are making primary choices for Republi-
can or Democratic candidates for president, as well 
as deciding a proposed constitutional amendment on 
property tax reform.
 The Democratic primary ballot includes a “vote 
for one” choice of Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Hillary Clin-
ton, Christopher J. Dodd, John Edwards, Mike Gravel, 
Dennis J. Kucinich, Barack Obama and William “Bill” 
Richardson. Biden and Dodd have dropped out of the 
race, but their names remain on the Florida ballot.
 The Republican primary ballot includes a “vote 
for one” choice of Rudy Giuliani, Mike Huckabee, 
Duncan Hunter, Alan Keyes, John McCain, Ron Paul, 
Mitt Romney, Tom Tancredo or Fred Thompson. 
 The ballot question is a “yes” or “no” vote on 
changing the Florida Constitution relating to property 
taxation.
 With respect to homestead property, the revision 
would increase the homestead exemption except for 
school district taxes and allow homestead property 
owners to transfer up to $500,000 of their Save-Our-
Homes benefi ts to their next homestead.
 With respect to non-homestead property, the revi-
sion would provide a $25,000 exemption for tangible 
personal property and limit assessment increases for 
specifi ed non-homestead real property except for school 
district taxes.
 For more information about voting, visit www.
votemanatee.com or call 941-741-3823.

Watercolor workshop planned
Artist Caroline Whitmore will lead a public demon-
stration in watercolor painting at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 19, at the Island Gallery West artist cooperative, 
5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. For more informa-
tion, call 941-792-1039. Islander Photo: Courtesy 
John Bonser

 • Representatives of the Eddie Bauer clothing com-
pany said they would use Bradenton Beach to shoot photos 
for their next catalog. The company also donated $500 
to the city. The announcement came as another clothing 
company, Chadwicks, was already in the city shooting 
photographs of models for its clothing catalog.
 • Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner appealed 
to city residents to present their views to the city com-
mission on the cellular communications tower lawsuit 
fi led against the city by GTE. VanWagoner agreed to 
sign the commission-approved permit for the tower if 
GTE withdraws the suit.
 • Anna Maria received a $500,000 Community 
Development Block Grant to be used for drainage 
improvements along Rose Street, Spring and Palm ave-
nues and Hardin Street, said public works director Phil 
Charnock, who said he wanted to use the grant to con-
struct swales as a means of preventing fl ooding in those 
areas. Construction was to begin in October 1998.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Jan. 6 56 71 0Jan. 6 56 71 0
Jan. 7 60 70 0Jan. 7 60 70 0
Jan. 8 62 76 0Jan. 8 62 76 0
Jan. 9 55 77 0Jan. 9 55 77 0
Jan. 10 62 78 0Jan. 10 62 78 0
Jan. 11 61 75 0Jan. 11 61 75 0
Jan. 12 60 79 0Jan. 12 60 79 0
Average Gulf water temperature 69°Average Gulf water temperature 69°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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Bradenton Beach comp plan ready for state review

Gulf Drive Cafe expansion pending?
Although nothing formal has been presented to date, architect Mike McCaleb has offered a conceptual drawing for 
an expansion of the Gulf Drive Cafe at Ninth Street North in Bradenton Beach. Plans include more open-air seat-
ing, a tiki hut and a chickee on the Gulf of Mexico frontage, plus enhanced parking on the east side of Gulf Drive.

By Paul Roat
 Fractional planning for Bradenton Beach’s future 
could be fi nalized in a year or so.
 The city, after about four years of discussion, has 
approved a comprehensive plan that will guide the 
growth within the city for the next 20 years.
 The “fractions” of work represent different reviews 
and recommendations having been completed and frac-
tions that remain for future approval and adoption.
 A citizen group fi rst began discussion of the comp 
plan (one-fi fth); then the group’s recommendation went 
to the planning and zoning board for its deliberations 
(two-fi fths); then to the city commission for further 
discussion last week (three-fi fths). 
 The plan now goes to the Florida Department of 
Community Affairs for review and then back to the 
city commission to complete the cycle and give fi nal 
approval, probably later this year.
 The city commission tweaked the plan a bit last 
week from what the planning and zoning board recom-
mended, generally changing some areas proposed for 
less density to more intense land uses, based on citizen 
comments.
 Attorney Ricinda Perry, representing Ed Chiles 
and the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., 
suggested that the change in zoning on property on 
the beach just south of the restaurant from the current 
recreation/open space to preservation would negate 
plans that have been in the works for months to create 
a parking lot and park there.
 If changed, Perry said, it would “adversely impact 
the property and allow no parking.” She said that the 
principal objection would be that the change in density 
on the site would be taking away rights to use the prop-
erty as it is currently being utilized. 
 Perry also represents the city on legal matters, but 
received a waiver from the commission last year to 
continue to represent Chiles before the commission as 
he was a client of hers prior to her fi rm being retained 
by the city. 
 Commissioners unanimously agreed not to change 
the land-use designation of the beachfront property 
south of the BeachHouse and allowing it to continue 

to be used for parking.
 Architect Mike McCaleb also had concerns about 
beachfront property, this time on behalf of client Gulf 
Drive Cafe, 900 block Gulf Drive North. 
 McCaleb said he had been working with the plan-
ning and development department to come up with 
plans for the beachfront and another area of the prop-

erty, formerly Trader Jack’s Restaurant, for some time. 
Those plans are expected to come before the city com-
mission later this year.
 However, the change in land use for the property 
from commercial to residential designation could stymie 
the project. He requested that the current commercial 

PLEASE SEE COMP PLAN, NEXT PAGE
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the project. He requested that the current commercial 
designation be maintained, a request city commission-
ers granted unanimously. 
 Rick Bisio offered a more esoteric suggestion to 
the city commission on land-use matters, one that was 
also approved.
 The city’s comp plan allows planned-unit devel-
opments. The PUD is a hybrid creature that allows 
clustering of homes and some variances to setback 
requirements outside of the usual demands of zoning 
districts. 
 The proposed comp plan allows a PUD develop-
ment in any land-use category in the city except single-
family residential. Bisio argued successfully to extend 
the PUD ban into medium-density development.
 Comp-plan facilitator Tony Arrant said he would 
go through and “wordsmith” the document, then have 
the city transmit it to the DCA. 
 The comprehensive plan for Bradenton Beach was 
adopted in 1989. Its most recent review began in Febru-
ary 2004 with the formation of a seven-member com-
mittee that spent about two years going through the 
voluminous document.
 The committee’s recommended document then was 
sent to the planning and zoning board, which also spent 
countless hours devouring the text. Final say on the 
matter rests with DCA.
 A comprehensive plan is one of the overall compo-
nents of city or county government. Comp plans con-
sist of the document itself, which sets forth density. As 
described by Arrant, density is the total number of units 
that can be built on an acre of property.
 Also within the comp plan is the future land-use 
map of the city. 
 The enabling elements of the comp plan and the 
FLUM are the land-development codes. A review of 
the LDC is under way by the city planning and zoning 
board.
 Other elements of the comp plan involve a host 
of issues: transportation; housing; infrastructure in the 
form of sewer, water and solid waste; recreation and 
open space; coastal and conservation; intergovernmen-
tal coordination;  and capital improvement aspects of 

Comp plan OK’d by city
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 SAM seeks members, offi cers

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Save Anna Maria Inc. is working to save and 
strengthen SAM.
 The ranks of the watchdog organization swelled 
more than a decade ago to deal with the last controversy 
over a bridge to Anna Maria Island, but the organization 
is now dealing with a lack of active members.
 With about 15 people attending a meeting Jan. 12 at 
the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, the group nominated offi cers for 2008-09.
 Nancy Deal was nominated to again serve as sec-
retary.
 Carol Soustek was nominated to serve as treasurer, 
a post now held by Billie Martini.
 Martini reluctantly agreed to accept a nomination 
as president pro tem, adding that she hoped someone 
else could soon step up to the job. 
 Meanwhile, Jim Kissick Jr., currently the president 
pro tem, agreed to accept a nomination as vice president 
pro tem, also expressing his hope that another soon will 
take an interest in serving on the board.
 Elections will take place at the next SAM meet-
ing, to be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 23, at the 
library.
 While pledging their commitment to SAM, all 
four board nominees expressed concern for the group’s 
future success.
 “If you love the Island, give it something,” Mar-
tini said, adding that she was on the phone “night and 
day” trying to fi nd people willing to serve on SAM’s 

board. “Give it your time. No matter how old you are. 
If you’ve got children, leave them something.”
 “We’re also not a single-issue organization,” Deal 
said. “We’re a watchdog to protect the interests of the 
Island.”
 Deal and others also made a call to recruit new 
members. The organization’s membership roster stands 
at 158 people.
 “We have wonderful members,” Soustek said. “But 
you see the same faces again and again and again.… 
We need new people and somebody has to be in key 
positions. You have to have people become involved, 
not just paying the dues.”
 Another conversation topic last week was the 
$9.14 million rehabilitation of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge. The bridge on Manatee Avenue spans Anna 
Maria Sound, connecting Anna Maria Island to Perico 
Island. It serves as the northernmost link between the 
island and the mainland.
 Beginning in February, Quinn Construction of Pal-
metto, under contract with the DOT, will conduct a 
major overhaul of the bridge to extend the structure’s 
life 10-15 years.
 The project will include: repair of the concrete deck, 
railing, beams, piles, seawalls and bascule; removal of 
PCB-contaminated pier concrete, resurfacing of the 
deck, repair of the bascule span steel, rebalancing the 
span, cleaning and painting steel, removing lead, recon-
ditioning the drive machinery and replacement of the 
electrical system.
 The work will involve a full closure of the bridge 
beginning Sept. 29 and lasting for 45 days, according 
to the DOT, which will hold a public meeting on the 
project at 5 p.m. Jan. 17 at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
in Holmes Beach.
 Kissick and Martini said they planned to attend the 
meeting to raise questions.
 They and others also said they have additional 
questions about building a new bridge to the Island.
 “I hear people say all the time, ‘Let’s build a new 
bridge,’” Deal said. “But where are you going to put 
it.…This is not as perhaps as easy or as feasible as 
everybody thinks it is?”

Annie Silver to host bingo
 Bingo will again be called this season at the Annie 
Silver Community Center, 103 23rd St., Bradenton 
Beach.
 The fi rst games will take place at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 17.
 Bingo then will be called on Thursdays through 
March at the center, which will make refreshments 
available.
 For more information, call Kit Redeker at 941-778-
1915.
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941-794-1249
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See you at our docks!
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“Beautiful Window Treatments”

• Blinds
• Plantation Shutters
• Motorization Specialist
• Honest Personal Service

18 Years on Anna Maria Island

941.778.3526 • 941.730.0516 Keith Barnett
Owner/Operator

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton
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and All Holistic
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Pinnacle 
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Canidae
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Treats
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can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

Islander, Bradenton Beach 
back in court

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 An open government dispute between The Islander
newspaper and the city of Bradenton Beach returned to 
a Manatee County courtroom Jan. 8.
 The hearing focused on the awarding of attorney’s 
fees and costs in the newspaper’s 2007 suit against the 
city over public records laws and the Government-in-
the-Sunshine law in connection with a sexual harass-
ment investigation.
 The newspaper sued the city in April 2007, naming 
then-Mayor John Chappie as the chief defendant, over 
the handling of city attorney Ricinda Perry’s investi-
gation into a sexual harassment complaint made by 
employee Gail Garneau against another employee, Ed 
McAdam.
 McAdam resigned soon after an investigation into 
the complaint began, but there was little public record 
of the investigation, as well as the handling of McAd-
am’s resignation by the city commission.
 The minimal record prompted The Islander suit, 
in which the newspaper alleged that the city withheld 
public records and circumvented the Sunshine law, 
which requires government officials to meet in the 
open.
 Last fall, Manatee County Circuit Court Judge 
Peter Dubensky settled the suit, ruling that the city 
did violate the public records law by withholding sev-
eral documents from the press for months. However, 
Dubensky found “insuffi cient evidence” to fault the city 
for violating the Sunshine law. The judge wrote that the 
court “grants in part and denies in part” the newspaper’s 
claims.
 Now the dispute between the newspaper and the 
city is over attorney’s fees for the costly litigation.
 Both parties have fi led with the court to recover 
fees and costs in the case. Islander attorney Kendra 
Presswood, daughter of newspaper publisher Bonner 
Joy, requested $59,448 in fees and costs. Perry, repre-
senting the city, requested $49,956 in fees and $3,516 
in costs.
 On Jan. 8, Manatee County Circuit Court Judge 
Edward Nicholas heard more than two hours of testi-
mony and some arguments over The Islander’s motion 
for the city to pay Presswood’s fees.
 Presswood testifi ed, as well as called expert witness 
and attorney Richard G. Groff, to justify her request.
 Presswood said before fi ling she had reduced her 
billing in several ways — a discounted fee because her 
client is a relative; the elimination of some billed hours 
because they pertained to Sunshine claims; and reduced 
billing hours to soften the burden of expense.
 “There are a considerable amount of deductions,” 
Presswood said. “If anything, the bills reflect less 
time.”
 Presswood also observed that The Islander made 
several settlement offers and would have preferred not 
to initially have had to go to court. She said the paper 
proceeded because the city continued to claim records 
were not wrongfully withheld.

 “It was necessary to go forward,” she said.
 Groff said he reviewed Presswood’s billing records 
and aspects of the case and found her fee request “rea-
sonable under the circumstances.”
 Representing the city in the hearing last week, attor-
ney Kevin Hennessy acknowledged that the newspaper 
is entitled to recover fees, but he suggested that the 
paper should not recover the full amount requested.
 Hennessy said Dubensky found that the city docu-
ments “should have been released sooner than they 
were,” but that the ruling was “a minor favorable fi nd-
ing for the paper” and that under the law it provides for 
payment of some reasonable costs including attorneys 
fees.”
 However, he added, “We feel the law is clear that 
that recovery is going to be signifi cantly less than the 
fi gure being sought by the paper.”
 Presswood took issue with Hennessy’s interpreta-
tion of the court’s order. “Mr. Hennessy’s view of Judge 
Dubensky’s order is self-serving, to put it kindly,” she 
said.
 “The court found against the city, finding they 
violated the public records law by withholding the 
records,” Presswood continued. “As a result, The 
Islander is entitled to recover all the attorney’s fees 
and costs it incurred in proving that the city did, in fact, 
violate the law and public policy of the state of Florida 
by not disclosing public records. Unfortunately for the 
citizens of the city, however, the city and its attorneys 
continue to increase the expense of the litigation, which 
ultimately only the citizens will pay for.”
 The hearing did not conclude last week and will 
resume at 9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 8. Hennessy said he plans 
to call witnesses that day.
 Also still before the court is the city’s motion for 
fees and costs and Presswood’s responding motion that 
the city is not entitled to recover its legal expenses from 
the newspaper.
 Florida law, said Presswood, “does not authorize 
the award of fees against an individual bringing suit 
pursuant to Florida’s Government-in-the-Sunshine 
laws.”
 Days prior to last week’s hearing, Presswood again 
offered to resolve the dispute over attorney’s fees if the 
city would stipulate that the newspaper was entitled 
to recover the like amount of fees — $53,472.97 — 
the city’s fi rm incurred in the case, and that the city 
was not entitled to recover fees and costs against The 
Islander.
 Hennessy said that offer was made in a Jan. 4 letter 
responding to his request “that we work on streamlining 
the  issues for hearing. Her letter was not a productive 
effort toward that goal.”
 Presswood said her most recent offer should have 
been relayed to city offi cials. “It doesn’t matter what 
form a settlement proposal is in … I believe it is the 
attorney’s obligation to ensure his client is informed 
of the proposal to settle and to advise the client of 
the potential benefi ts and risks involved in deciding 
whether to settle the matter.”

Work crews at the site of the planned Tidemark condominiums on Marina Drive in Holmes Beach adjacent to 
the Wachovia building were busy last week constructing a wooden fence to surround the still-vacant land where 
the complex will be built. According to Holmes Beach building offi cial Bill Saunders, however, the work is not 
associated with a building permit for construction of the project. The project site plan was approved by the city 
commission in August 2001. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin 
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

     

$18
$76

Prices subject to change

$20
$108

   

What will
  you give your 
  sweetheart? 

A photo by Jack 
Elka is the perfect 
gift for the man 

in your life.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

 5555555334 Gulf Drive   S & S Plaza   aza   78-5500(941) 7778-5500(941)  77

Material only
Installation available

Sale!  In-Stock Tile

e iri lal oonlnlyMaM te
availablenstallation a

99¢ sq.ft

Porcelain & Ceramic

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

Shoppes of Paradise Bay • 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585 

10-6pm Tues- Fri, 10-4pm Sat • ATM and credit cards accepted

Largest Selection in the County

20% Off all Watchbands 
Speidel/Hirsh • Metal & Leather 

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Gee complains — again — 
about Olesen remodeling

Disputed 
dwelling
The renovation 
project at 504 S. 
Bay Blvd. in Anna 
Maria has been the 
subject of a series 
of disputes since 
April 2006, when 
then-building offi -
cial Kevin Donohue 
issued a stop-work 
order on the proj-
ect. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Anna Maria resident Laura Gee is clearly not happy 
with her neighbor’s remodeling project. Gee lives at 
502 S. Bay Blvd., while her neighbor, Terry Olesen and 
family, live at 504 S. Bay Blvd.
 Gee fi led a legal action against the city in December 
asking for a judicial review of the city commission’s 
approval of four variances for the Olesen property that 
allowed completion of the ongoing renovations.
 The variances themselves were part of a mediated 
settlement between the Olesens and the city regarding 
ownership of a 10-foot easement that runs between the 
Olesen and Gee properties.
 But Gee, an architect, sent a notice to Anna Maria 
building offi cial Steve Gilbert on Dec. 27, alleging fur-
ther setback violations, including a 9-inch encroachment 
of the north roof of the Olesen house, a wall in the front 
yard, and, due to an error in the original Olesen site-
plan, that the building coverage and total impervious 

coverage is “in excess of the allowed percentages.”
 Gee requested that Gilbert deny the Olesens a 
temporary certifi cate of occupancy until the issues are 
resolved.
 According to city attorney Jim Dye, however, it’s 
not Gilbert’s job to address Gee’s concerns, although 
those will be addressed indirectly when Gilbert receives 
the fi nal location survey from the Olesens.
 When Gilbert reviews the survey as part of the 
normal process to issue an occupancy permit, he will 
determine if the appropriate setbacks have been met, 
along with the percentages of lot and pervious surface 
coverage.
 Dye said the city’s responsibility is to verify that 
the information supplied by Olesen is complete and 
accurate. Any discrepancies in the calculations and/or 
dimensions will be the responsibility of the surveyor 
and designer.
 Dye advised Gilbert to address Olesen’s application 
for a TCO “just like any other that you may get.”

Holmes Beach sued over code fi ne
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A civil suit was fi led against the city of Holmes 
Beach recently over the city’s demand that William 
and Dianne Sorg to pay a $28,000 fi ne associated with 
code violations at their property.
 The Sorgs, represented by attorney Terence Mat-
thews, fi led the suit at the Manatee County Courthouse 
in Bradenton.
 City commissioners learned of the suit during a Jan. 
8 meeting at city hall. The suit challenges a lien placed 
on the Sorgs’ duplex at 3707 Gulf Drive, as well as the 
city’s fi ne.
 The code enforcement case dates back to August 
2003.
 According to city records, the code enforcement 
offi cer at that time, Walter Wunderlich, observed a 
problem with a second-fl oor balcony at the Gulf Drive 
property. Wunderlich noted a missing rail and that other 
areas “appear … unsafe.” He also noticed that there was 
no rental license on fi le with the city.
 William Sorg informed the city that he was 
unaware a rental license was needed and that he 
would take care of the balcony, which was not used 
by tenants, when he returned to Holmes Beach from 
New York.
 Sorg paid a penalty for failure to have a rental 
license, but the problem with the balcony remained and 
eventually was presented to the city’s code enforcement 
board.
 A public hearing took place July 8, 2004, at which 
time the board made several fi ndings of fact, including 
that the property is used as a rental property and that 
“the balcony is in poor repair and unsafe in the opinion 
of the city,” which requires guardrails around balconies 
to meet code requirements.
 The board ordered that the property be brought into 

compliance by Sept. 3, 2004, and stated that “for pur-
poses of this order, compliance means at a minimum, 
application for and receipt of a building permit for nec-
essary repairs to satisfy this order, and completion of all 
work authorized by the permit.” The penalty, the board 
warned, could be a fi ne of up to $250 a day.
 The deadline passed without a permit application or 
any repairs taking place, according to city records. But, 
later that fall, city offi cials observed that the balcony 
was fi xed without a building permit.
 The code enforcement board met again on Oct. 
21, 2004, and made four fi ndings of fact: The repairs 
were made without a properly issued building permit; 
without a permit there has been no inspection to insure 
proper repair; the Sorgs had repeatedly been told 
they needed a permit; and “the city must maintain 
respect for its permitting system among all property 
owners.”
 Based on the fi ndings, the code enforcement board 
levied a fi ne — $30 a day “for every day the violation 
continues on the property.”
 Last fall, after learning that the $30-a-day fi ne asso-
ciated with the property had accumulated to a $28,000 
debt for the Sorgs, city commissioners decided to fore-
close.
 William Sorg next appeared before the commission 
and said that the matter had gotten out of hand, in part 
because of problems he had with two attorneys he hired 
for the case. He did not directly ask commissioners to 
forgive the fi ne, but asked for help.
 Petruff advised commissioners that the Sorgs had 
been “very very diffi cult to deal with” and “this case 
has cost the city a lot of money.”
 The commissioners then decided to pursue the total 
fi ne.
 At press time, no court dates had been set nor had 
the city responded to the Sorgs’ complaint.
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Obituaries
Dahlia C. Barreda

 Dahlia C. Barreda, 71, of Tampa and 
formerly Bradenton Beach, died Jan. 9.
 Mrs. Barreda was a Florida native. 
She and her family moved to Bradenton 

Beach in the 
early 1970s, 
and she was 
e lected to 
the city com-
mission for 
one term in 
1986.
 “ S h e 
was a lovely 
lady, a dear 
friend and 
a pleasure 

to work with,” said Doris Silverthorn, 
former Bradenton Beach city clerk. 
“Dahlia did a great job as commissioner. 
She did her homework, and every item 
up for vote was studied until she was 
confi dent she was making the best deci-
sion for her city. She had a wonderful 
sense of humor, and was someone who 
listened to everyone. She surely will be 
missed by her family and her friends.”
 “She was a great person,” remem-
bered Alice Baird, Anna Maria city clerk 
and also a former city clerk in Braden-
ton Beach. “I enjoyed being around her.” 
Baird said she remembered a party for 
city employees where Mrs. Barreda 
brought in “a huge bowl of paella, with 
chicken and all sorts of stuff. I have no 
idea how long it took her to make it, but 
we loved it.”
 “She brought in a lot of sunshine to 
clean up Bradenton Beach,” said former 
resident Joe Kane, who was active in a 
drive to oust the sitting city commission-
ers in the late 1980s. “She was straight-
forward, and looked at you like she was 
your mother.”
 “It was very satisfying to her to raise 
her family and live for many years on 
Anna Maria Island,” said son Mark.
 Mrs. Barreda attended San Carlos, 
St. Josephs and OLPH schools and was 
a nursing student at St. Elizabeth hospi-
tal in Elizabeth, N.J. Her contributions 
continued in service and love to her 
communities in Tampa and Anna Maria 
Island. She was an early supporter of the 
Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce. She was a parishioner of Christ 
the King Catholic Church,Tampa.
 Memorial services were Jan. 13 and 
a Funeral Mass Jan. 14 in Tampa.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Rafael J., MD, and her father, 
A. Manolo Alvarez. She is survived by 
sons Ralph J., Peter T. and wife Marisela, 
and Mark A.; daughter Julie Barreda 
Bruyn and husband John; brother Peter; 
sisters Dionisia, Norma and Shirley: 
grandchildren Emily C., Maria N, Ben-
jamin A. and A. Zoe; and mother Mer-
cedes B. Guerra.

Dahlia Barreda

Scott B. King
 Scott B. King, 32, of Holmes Beach, 
died Jan. 10.
 Formerly of Durant, Miss., Mr. King 
moved to Holmes Beach in 1990. 
 No services were planned. Brown 
and Sons Funeral Home, 43rd Street 
Chapel, was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by son Alex of Anna 
Maria; sisters Stacy Gandy and Cynthia 
Calcote, both of Brooksville; parents 
Calvin and Susan of Anna Maria; and 
fi ance Sarah Wildey.

Marion L. MacVicar
 Marion L. MacVicar, of Kalamazoo, 

Mich., and formerly Holmes Beach, died 
Dec. 30.
 Mrs. MacVicar was born in Altmont, 
Mich., and spent most of her adult life 
in Flint, Mich. She retired to Florida in 
1980, then moved back to Kalamazoo in 
2006.
 Locally, she was a member of Roser 
Memorial Community Church and the 
Key Royale Club.
 A memorial service will be held at 
1 p.m. Thursday, Jan .17, in the chapel 
of Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. A celebra-
tion of her life was held in Kalamazoo 
on Jan. 4 and online guestbook com-
ments are welcome at lifestorynet.com. 
 She is survived by sons James and 
wife Nancy of Holmes Beach, and Dean 
and wife Linda of Kalamazoo; seven 
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

Samuel ‘Poppop’ Riddell
 Samuel “Poppop” Riddell, 97, of 
Holmes Beach, died Jan. 8.
 Born in Philadelphia, Pa., Mr. Rid-
dell moved to Florida from Havertown, 
Pa., in 1967. He was a structural engi-
neer with Bellmont Iron Works and later 
worked for Welman-Lord in Lakeland 
before moving to Holmes Beach 36 
years ago. He was a graduate of Upper 
Darby High School and Drexel Univer-
sity.
 Memorial services will be private. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
P.O. Box 253, Anna Maria FL 34216. 
Griffith-Cline Funeral home was in 
charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by daughters Lois 
DeBona and husband James, Judith 
O’Donnell and husband Bill, and Susan 
Curtin and husband Gerry; grandsons 
Cole Bowers, Mark Bowers, Kenny 
Bowers, Matthew Bowers, Kevin 
Curtin, Chris Curtin, Jason Riggs and 
Jeffrey Riggs; eight grandchildren; and 
two great-great-grandchildren.

Gladys Fern Smith
 Gladys Fern Smith, 91, of Osceola, 
Ind., and Anna Maria Island, died Jan. 
6.
 Born in Wakarusa, Ind., Mrs. Smith 
was a homemaker. She was a 1936 grad-
uate of Mishawaka High School, Ind. 
She was a volunteer with the American 
Red Cross in the Chicago area. She was a 
member of the Faith Fellowship Church 
in Irons, Mich., and Roser Memorial 
Community Church, Anna Maria.
 Memorial services will be held at a 
later date in Michigan. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Faith Fellow-
ship Church, 8889 W. Six Mile Road, 
Irons MI 49644. 
 She is survived by husband Russell 
W. of Osceola; sister Dorothy E. Gil-
laspy of Elkhart, Ind.; niece Barbara 
Robinia of Atlanta, Ga.; and nephew 
Robert Raymond of Osceola. 

Jean Vesely
 Jean Victoria Vesely, 78, of Holmes 
Beach, died Jan. 7.
 Visitation was Jan. 10, and services 
Jan. 11 at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
Holmes Beach. Griffi th-Cline Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements.
 She is survived by husband, Bob; 
daughters Gail Arnost, Lori, Jill 
Kingure and Beth Terlizzi; son Mark; 
13 grandchildren; and six great-grand-
children.
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Mystery comedy to open at Island Players theater
On Thursday, Jan. 
17, the Island 
Players next pro-
duction, “Over My 
Dead Body,” opens 
at the theater at 
the corner of Gulf 
and Pine in Anna 
Maria. Shows con-
tinue through Feb. 
3. The box offi ce 
is open 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, 
as well as one hour 
before the shows. 
For more informa-
tion, call the box 
offi ce at 941-778-
5755. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 What happens when a couple of aging British mys-
tery writers devise a scheme to stage a murder?
 A lot of laughs — at least that’s the hope of the 
Island Players, which will present “Over My Dead 
Body” on stage from Thursday, Jan. 17, through 
Sunday, Feb. 3.
 Performances of the mystery comedy will take 
place Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 p.m. at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria.
 The box offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and one hour before performances.
 The writers behind “Over My Dead Body” are 
Michael Sutton and Anthony Fingleton, who said the 
script was suggested by Robert L. Fish’s novel, “The 
Murder League.”
 Kelly Wynn Woodland, a veteran actor and director 
with the Island Players, is the show’s director.
 The cast includes Sam McDowell, Jay Poppe, Jo 
Kendall, James Thaggard, Jim Wright, Brian James 
Dennis, Mary Jo Johnson and Beth Shaugnessy.
 And Mike Lusk, Marc Lalosh, Chris McVicker, 
Bob Grant, Don Bailey and Rita Lamoreaux have sup-
porting roles off stage, helping to set the action in “Over 
My Dead Body” in the reading room of the Murder 
League in London.
 The plot follows this course: Hard times have 
fallen on the Murder League. Seventysomething Trevor 
Foyle, Dora Winslow and Bartie Cruickshank are the 
only surviving founders of this proper British club that 
once counted Agatha Christie and John Dickson Carr 

among its ranks. Over the years, the writers watched in 
dismay as their genre faded from fashion. Then, taunted 
by a younger colleague, the three older members of the 
league concoct a plan to revitalize interest in their kind 
of murder — by committing one themselves. They plan 
to be caught — how else is everyone to know how bril-
liant their crime? What they fail to take into account is 
that murder is a rather strenuous act.

 Theatergoers can expect one 15-minute intermis-
sion between acts.
 For more information and tickets, call the box 
offi ce at 941-778-5755.

New gift shop 
opens in Bradenton 

Beach
 The Tide & the Moon Gift Shoppe opened last 
week in the Club Bamboo Resorts, 2502 Gulf Drive 
N., Bradenton Beach.
 The proprietor of the store is Laura Shely, who 
operated a jewelry and gift shop in Stillwater, Minn., 
for six years.
 She and her husband, Todd, settled on Anna Maria 
Island on a whim. They were on a Key West, Fla., road 
trip when they crossed a bridge to Anna Maria Island 
and Laura decided she’d found a new home.
 Laura is a silversmith and creates custom jewelry, 
as well as buys and sells jewelry items.
 The Tide & the Moon features seascape heritage 
pendants most with family stones or birthstones.
 For more information about the store, call 941-592-
7697.

Laura Shely has opened the Tide & the Moon Gift 
Shoppe in the Club Bamboo Resorts, 2502 Gulf Drive 
N., Bradenton Beach. For more information, call 
941-592-7697. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Communities to observe 
Florida Arbor Day

 Florida Arbor Day celebrations will take place 
throughout the state Friday, Jan. 18, including several 
on Anna Maria Island.
 The programs will be coordinated by Keep Mana-
tee Beautiful in partnership with local governments.
 Arbor Day events will include:
 • 9 a.m. at the Palma Sola Scenic Highway Park at 
75th Street West and Manatee Avenue, where six sabal 
palms will be planted. 
 • Noon at the Anna Maria City Pier parking lot, 
where two sabal palms provided by KMB and Modern 
Woodmen of America will be planted.
 • 2 p.m. at Flotilla Drive and 59th Street, where a 
gumbo limbo donated by Turner Tree and Landscape 
will be planted.
 • 3 p.m. at the Bradenton Beach gateway near Gulf 
Drive and Cortez Road, where a gumbo limbo donated 
by Keep Manatee Beautiful and Turner Tree and Land-
scape will be planted.
 Also on the schedule, the planting of a sweet gum 
tree in Palmetto’s Hidden Lakes Park and the planting 
of four sabal palms at Greater Mount Pilgrim Primitive 
Baptist Church in Bradenton.
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WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

SINCE 1992
Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 

to subscribe. You’ll get 
ALL the best news, 

delivered by the mailman 
every week. Visit us at 

5404 Marina Drive, 
Island Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

Just visiting
paradise?

AME MeNU
Monday, Jan. 21

No school.
Tuesday, Jan. 22

Breakfast: Blueberry Muffi n, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 
Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Breaded Chicken Pieces or Hot Dog, Mashed 
Potatoes, Broccoli with Cheese Sauce, Pears, Tan-

gerines
Wednesday, Jan. 23

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, Super 
Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: Grilled Cheese, Assorted Salads and Sand-
wiches, Chips, Carrots with Dip, Strawberry Cup

Thursday, Jan. 24
Breakfast: Chicken Patty on a Biscuit, Oatmeal, 

Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Student Planned Menu

Friday, Jan. 25
Breakfast: French Toast Sticks, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Hot Ham and Cheese on a Bun, 

Corn , Garden Salad, Juice Bar��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

Islander introduces 
Heart Beat survey

 The Christmas holiday has passed. The new year 
has been ushered in. So now, yes, love is in the air.
 With Valentine’s Day approaching, The Islander
newspaper invites readers to participate in its first 
annual Heart Beat survey taking Islanders’ pulse on 
affairs of the heart.
 Please take a moment to complete our survey and 
return the form by noon Thursday, Jan. 31, to The 
Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217 
or 866-362-9821 (fax), submit online to lisaneff@
islander.org.

• Favorite love song: _________________________

__________________________________________

• Silliest love song: __________________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic spot on Anna Maria Island: ______

__________________________________________

• Most romantic time of day on the Island:  _______

__________________________________________

• Favorite romantic fi lm:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm line:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic fi lm couple:  __________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Least romantic TV couple: ___________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic era:  _________________________

• Sexiest era:  _______________________________

• Most romantic line of poetry: _________________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic literature:  ____________________

__________________________________________

• Best Valentine’s Day gift:  ___________________

Studio to explore Myakka River

Island Democrats to meet Jan. 21
 The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club will meet 
at noon Monday, Jan. 21, at the BeachHouse Restau-
rant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 The program will include a discussion on the 2008 
election with professor Susan MacManus from the Uni-
versity of South Florida.
 For more information, call Dale de Haan at 941-
778-9287.

 The Studio at Gulf and Pine will celebrate the wild 
and scenic Myakka River beginning Jan. 27.
 The “Myakka Series: New Works” exhibit, pre-
sented by gallery owner and former Florida fi rst lady 
Rhea Chiles, will feature the work of native Floridian 
Jean Blackburn.
 The exhibit of Blackburn’s photographs and oil 
paintings will open with a reception from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27, and continue through March 28.
 Chiles and Blackburn partnered on the exhibit to 
raise awareness of the beauty of the Myakka River and 
the threats to the natural resource.
 The shallow, winding river spans roughly 66 miles 
from Myakka Head to its outfall in Charlotte Harbor.
 While the state considers the quality of the riv-
er’s water to be “good,” the waterway is threatened 
by human activity. As early as the 1930s, efforts to 
manipulate the fl ow of the river and its tributaries for 
land development and agriculture had harmful conse-
quences. Most pressing now, according to the state, are 
the increased loads of nitrogen and phosphorous.
 Blackburn’s studio is located in Old Myakka, 
housed in a horse barn, overlooking a vegetable garden, 
a fruit tree grove and a wooded pasture.

 At the reception, Blackburn will talk about her 
work, Old Myakka and the river. She will be joined at 
the Studio by representatives from two environmental 
nonprofi t groups — Myakka River Conservancy and 
the Friends of the Myakka River.
 In addition to the environmental discussions and 
artist’s displays, those who attend the free public recep-
tion can expect to dine on some Southern cuisine and 
to hear the River Jazz band.
 A percentage of sales during the exhibit will be 
donated by the artist to the participating Myakka non-
profi t groups.
 The Studio gallery, 1010 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, 
is open Mondays through Fridays, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

__________________________________________

• Most romantic dish/meal: ____________________

__________________________________________

• Favorite Valentine’s Day message:  ____________

__________________________________________

• Most romantic gesture:  _____________________

__________________________________________

• More romantic — Flowers or jewelry:  _________

__________________________________________

• Chocolate or wine:  _________________________

__________________________________________

• Best date spot:  ____________________________

If you’d like to tell us who you are:

Name:  ____________________________________

City:______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

      Watch for survey results in the Feb. 6 issue of The 
Islander.
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Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 9am & 11am
Adult Church School: 10am

Children’s Church School: 9am
Youth Church School: 9amwww.gloriadeilutheran.com

6608 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer
Saturday 5pm – Celebrate!

Sunday 8am – Traditional Worship
9:15 am Adult Forum

10:30am – Traditional Worship 
Sunday Church School

608 a a66
Holmes BeacH

778-1817All are welcome

Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 7:30 & 10 am

Rector’s Class 8:45 am
Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

LOSE WEIGHT NOW!!! 
Shed those holiday pounds fast and safely! 
Don’t wait any longer. Get started with an 
easy to follow diet plan. Call today for a 

free consultation! 
Tricia Graziano, AP, DOM 

Master’s of Oriental Medicine
Bachelor’s of Science in Health and Nutrition 
8 years of experience as a weight loss educator 

Located on the Island

941 773 6134

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 Dec. 29, 2300 Avenue B, trespass. The complain-
ant said that a woman had tried to take advantage of 
his mother by charging her for doing odd jobs, and the 
woman was issued a trespass warning. 

Holmes Beach
 Jan. 5. 3232 E. Bay Drive, Subway, battery. Offi -
cers responded to a battery, in which an employee’s 
ex-girlfriend hit him twice in the face, according to the 
report. He declined to press charges.
 Jan. 5, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
trespass. Offi cers were stopped by a woman who com-
plained about another Holmes Beach offi cer who previ-
ously had placed her in custody under the Baker Act. 
Further investigation revealed she had also been issued 
a trespass warning for the beach and she was arrested.
 Jan. 6, 500 block 67th Street, theft. The complainant 
said that during a garage sale at his home someone took his 
backpack of tools, a Palm Pilot and prescription drugs.
 Jan. 6, 4900 block Gulf Drive, criminal mischief. The 
complainant said that someone had broken into one of her 
vacant apartments and painted graffi ti on the walls. 
 Jan. 6, 5406 Marina Drive, Island Shopping Center, 
suspicious. The complainant said that a man had been 
living in his van in the shopping center and his dog 
was left in the vehicle and barking. Offi cers spoke to 
the man, who admitted he was living in the van, but 
had only slept there overnight a few times. Offi cers 
informed the man of city no-camping laws and he 
moved his vehicle. Code enforcement was also noti-
fi ed of the situation. 
 Jan. 6, 600 block North Point Drive, theft. The 
complainant said he had hired a man to do construc-
tion work on his home. The worker requested a $20 
cash advance and, when the complainant refused to pay 
him until the work was completed, the worker took two 
saws and drove off. The complainant attempted to fi nd 
the worker, to no avail. Value of the saws was placed 
at $538. The worker was later located and told offi cers 
the complainant had bought the saws for him to perform 
the work needed and that he had paid the complainant 
for them during the course of several months. The tools 
were eventually turned over to police, who returned 
them to the complainant, who declined to prosecute. 
 Jan. 6, 200 block 85th Street, battery. Officers 
responded to a burglary call and overheard a verbal 
altercation. Upon investigation, it was determined that 

Streetlife
family members had been involved in recent physical 
altercations and one of the men was arrested on domes-
tic battery charges. 
 Jan. 7, 5252 Gulf Drive, Time Saver, criminal mis-
chief. The complainant said that someone had punctured 
two of the tires of her car. The complainant said that she 
suspected her husband had committed the offense and, 
after investigation, he was issued a trespass warning for 
the establishment. 
 Jan. 8, 3248 E. Bay Drive, Island Bazaar, theft. The 
complainant said someone took his bicycle, which he 
had left parked outside the store.
 Jan. 10, 5500 block Holmes Boulevard, theft. The 
complainant said someone took his barbecue grill and 
garbage can. 

Island real estate 
transactions

 503 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, a 2,024 sfur 3bed/2bath/1car 
home built in 1920 on a 155x145 lot was sold 12/26/07, 
Rosedale to Pine Avenue Restoration LLC for 1,206,000.
 615 Key Royale Drive, Holmes Beach, a vacant 102x153 
bayfront lot was sold 12/26/07, Regions Bank to Cecere for 
$950,000.
 317 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, a 1,900 sfl a / 2,476 sfur 
2bed/2bath duplex built in 1955 on a 62x145 lot was 
sold 12/18/07, Bell to Pine Avenue Restoration LLC for 
$750,000.
 610 Emerald Lane, Holmes Beach, a 1,969 sfl a / 2,635 
sfur 3bed/2bath/2car canalfront home built in 1968 on a 
95x115 lot was sold 12/28/07, Haynes to Jones for $650,000; 
list $799,000.
 528 67th St., Holmes Beach, a 1,548 sfl a / 2,307 sfur 
2bed/2bath/2car canalfront home built in 1972 on a 80x112 
lot was sold 12/20/07, Heinlein to Cummings for $575,257; 
list $649,000.
 613 Baronet Lane, Holmes Beach, a 1,526 sfl a / 2,499 
sfur 3bed/2bath/2car canalfront pool home built in 1965 on a 
100x115 lot was sold 12/28/07, Klotz to Klotz for $487,500. 
This sale may not be an “arm’s length” transaction.
 600 Manatee Ave., Unit 112, Westbay Cove, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,179 sfl a / 1,559 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1977 was sold 12/27/07, Strauss to Ware for $431,100.
 307 59th St., Unit B, 59th Street Beach Club, Holmes 
Beach, a 1,484 sfl a / 1,862 sfur 3bed/2bath/2car land condo 
built in 2005 was sold 12/17/07, US Bank Tr. to Williams for 
$422,000.
 2508 Ave. B, Bradenton Beach, a 1,288 sfl a / 1,996 sfur 
2bed/2bath home built in 1975 on a 50x100 lot was sold 
12/28/07, Paul to Gumiser for $400,000.
 239 N. 17th Street, Unit 8, Bradenton Beach Club, Bra-
denton Beach, a 1,979 sfl a / 2,122 sfur 3bed/2½ bath condo 
built in 2003 was sold 12/21/07, First Priority Bank to Mich-
niewicz for $385,250; list $699,000.
 1801 Gulf Drive N., Unit 203, Runaway Bay, Bradenton 
Beach, a 1,080 sfl a / 1,140 sfur 2bed/2bath condo built in 
1978 was sold 12/19/07, Hineline to Costal Cottages 2 LLC 
for $225,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty of 
Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay, 941-778-7244. 
 Current Island real estate transactions may also be 
viewed online at www.islander.org. Copyright 2007.

Mullet split, crabs 
and grouper doing well

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 The mullet season is over, and a mediocre one it 
was. Competition from Brazil didn’t help. 
  The mullet have headed out to sea, where the 
females emit millions of eggs and males fertilize them 
in sprays. That done, they all head back toward shore 
to move in schools up and down the coast. 
 They’re skinny now, empty of the roe that make a 
living for Cortez fi shermen and others along the Gulf 
Coast. They’re still desirable, these skinnies, but less 
so than they were when they were fat with roe. 
 That roe is stripped out of them after they’re 
brought in by castnet fi shers and sold to fi sh whole-
salers such as A.P. Bell Fish Co. in Cortez. The back-
breaking castnet method has been the only legal way 
to catch the fi sh since a statewide referendum banned 
gillnetting in 1995. That was equally hard work, but 
more productive. 
 Prices were down all season, said Karen Bell, of 
the family that owns the fi sh company. A good part of 
that unwelcome fact is Brazil. Fishermen there have 
caught on to the value of mullet roe and have worked 
their own fi shery and crowded the market. 
 Until lately, Cortez had a good grip on the market, 
which is mainly Taiwan and Europe. Now, mullet roe 
has caught on strongly across the seafood market — 
Bell said she had heard of it being featured on televi-
sion’s food network. The difference between “our” roe 
and “theirs,” Bell said, is that Gulf of Mexico mullet 
lay bright yellow eggs, while their Brazilian cousins’ 
eggs are a muted yellow. In both cases, the vegetarian 
fi sh have similar seagrass menus. 
 Here, the mullet will begin to “roe up” again about 
November.
 All told, it hasn’t been a great season for mullet 
fi shermen, Bell said — “Some years the fi sh do better, 
some years the guys do better.” 
 Meanwhile, supplies of stone crabs are high and 
it’s rated as a good crab season, she said. The season is 
open until mid-May.  
 The Bell Fish Co.’s main product now is grou-
per, which is doing well and selling for around $4 a 
pound retail. These delicacies are not controlled by 
the calendar or by spawning cycles, but by limits of 
6,000 pounds per boat per trip. There is a Gulf quota 
to prevent over-harvest, Bell said, but it hasn’t been 
reached for the past two calendar years.
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FISH Preserve: Huge monument by tiny village
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 A tiny village’s monument to itself is taking shape 
in Cortez. 
  The 400 people of the historic fi shing village have 
arranged a tribute to the way of life that built their town 
and their own lives, converting an old schoolhouse to 
a museum and 100 acres of abused near-wasteland to 
a lush preserve of Old Florida.
 A contract will be let soon to clean up and restore 
27 acres near the east end of the Florida Institute of 
Saltwater Heritage Preserve, the fi rst stage of the pro-
gram to restore the natural habitat, said Roger Allen, 
Manatee County’s manager of Cortez historic sites and 
director of the Florida Maritime Museum. The museum 
is newly fi nished in the 1912-built schoolhouse, which 

occupies four acres at the northwest corner of the Pre-
serve. 
 Both are local projects, created in local minds and 
pushed and pulled through the world of governments 
and grants and other benefactors by local people. They 
have gotten enormous help and cooperation from all 
sides, said Allen Garner, the current leader of a pioneer 
fi shing family and president of FISH. 
 Designation as a historic village repelled developers 
who were interested in the picturesque waterfront south 
of Cortez Road. Not so on the other side of the road, 
where projects were already developing. To forestall 
development east of the village, the Cortezians united 

into FISH, raised money through donations and the 
annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival, and bought 
the 95 acres to the east of the village. And Manatee 
County and the state bought the old schoolhouse at the 
corner for the museum: Maybe an acre shy of 100 acres 
to keep Cortez Cortez. 
 The big forest area had been home to various home-
less camps and drug users, and tons of garbage and 
trash littered the more accessible sections, Dumpsters 
that were sometimes waist-deep. 
 That’s pretty much gone now, cleaned away by vol-
unteers over the months and years. What has emerged 

PLEASE SEE FISH PRESERVE, NEXT PAGE

Roger Allen stands on one of the fi rst of many boardwalks planned for the preserve. Islander Photos: Paul Roat

Whooping cranes are found in the preserve.
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Cafe Beachon
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OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet  

Includes Dessert $9.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad 
–for as little as $12!

is a tribute to the vision of those Cortezians who started 
this whole thing. 
  It is about half wooded uplands and half mangrove 
wetlands. The waterfront is safe, protected by environ-
mental laws. The uplands are the rough diamonds that 
are being polished for the public. There are a few scat-
tered lots in private hands, and FISH treasurer Karen 
Bell is optimistic about their acquisition. And the state 
owns two large retention ponds that the preserve main-
tains.
 At the village end of the tract, a seven-acre plot has 
been cleared to hold spoil from the recently completed 
dredging of the shipping channel along the waterfront. 
The sandy dirt, carefully tested for purity, will be used 
in the preserve’s restoration.
 That now will be under way with $140,000 in grants 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Ocean 
Trust and Fish America, Allen said. It will begin with 
clearing out exotic trees — Australian pine, Brazilian 
peppers, carrotwood, punk trees and, a new invader, 
lead trees. Taking their place will be native species, 
planted as the invaders are rooted out. 
 The lovely tidal ponds and creeks will be cleaned 
up of plants and just plain junk thrown in them over 
the years. They will be opened for access from Sarasota 
Bay. Otters have been seen there, along with innumer-
able bird life including bald eagles and, it is suspected, 
a bobcat or two.
 The mangroves are all three fl avors — red, which 
are the pioneers that over the years walk over the shore-
line with roots and shoots and pave the way for their 
cousins, the black and white mangroves. 
 Eventually walkways will meander through the pre-
serve, and a few sturdy humpback bridges are already 
there. Eagle Scouts have built park benches along 
the way. There is a “bat house,” which Allen said is 
designed to attract bats that eat mosquitoes by the zil-
lions. 
 Back nearer the museum, the foundation is already 
poured for a pavilion that will dominate a large picnic 
area. Wooden pathways will wander through some of 
the wetlands.  
 At the museum, the old Burton store, that served 
the community for decades before being ousted for 
the U.S. Coast Guard station, has been relocated to its 

FISH Preserve progresses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

permanent home behind the museum. Its restoration is 
well under way under a grant from the John and Marie 
Selby Foundation of Sarasota. 
 Nearby is the old cistern which was the village’s 
first public water supply, preserved and donated 
by villager Calvin Bell, and just beyond is the old 
marine machine shop brought over from Snead 
Island Boatyard. 

 It is a dynamic project to bring a large piece of Old 
Florida to its tranquil life again, and it is progressing 
well, Allen said. 
 He added, “The property was purchased and sup-
ported by commercial fi shermen who are aware of its 
value, because it is so closely tied to their way of life. 
They know well the impact of coastal habitat on fi sh 
and fi shermen.”

Melalucca and other exotic plants will be removed from the preserve over time.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

TheBag Lady Just ask 
for me - 

I’ll be the bag 
behind

the counter!

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
761-0607 

722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 
We have all the famous 
designer names!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707111002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat

Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

RRRRRRRetro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Vintage Clothes 

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Buy & Sell

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Dealer Friendly 

TTTTTTTues.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

Tiki and KittyTiki and Kitty’’ss  
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!Chic Boutiques!

Cobweb’s Cobweb’s Antiques is a cute and cozy shop in 
the heart of the historic East Bradenton antique district. Owner Nancy Cobb 
has a great eye for antiques and collectibles and her shop is full of wonderful 
pieces and rare fi nds. 
 Following a renovation in late summer, Cobweb’s reopened with a 
fresh look and the store is better than ever.
 A visit to Cobweb’s is its own lesson in the art of arranging 
— everywhere you turn in this boutique, you fi nd an artful vignette of 
merchandise, some arranged by color, others by theme, each one full of lovely 
treasures. Dishware, jewelry, linens and décor pieces are staples at Cobweb’s. 
And there are some surprises, such as neat stationary and homemade body and 
bath products.  
 Cobweb’s is truly a magical mix of merchandise.
 Stop by and say “hello” to Nancy and enjoy her wonderful shop — 
you’ll leave a friend and a devoted customer. 

Now Open! 
Accepting 

Consignments 
Tuesday-Sunday

611 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton • 941-749-1166
in the historic East Manatee Antiques District
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Consignment Furnishings 
Unique Home Décor 

Planting to take place along scenic highway
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Members of the committee overseeing improve-
ments to the stretch of Manatee Avenue linking the 
mainland to Anna Maria Island rejoiced last week.
 Members of the Palma Sola Scenic Highway group, 
meeting Jan. 9 at the Manatee County Administration 
Building in Bradenton, confi rmed that a bid for land-
scaping was awarded that morning — a $249,000 con-
tract to J.C. Tree and Landscaping for the planting of 
more than 700 trees.
 “There will be a notice to proceed shortly,” said 
Seth Kohn, a city of Bradenton representative to the 
Palma Sola advisory group. Kohn said deadlines associ-
ated with government grants for the project are driving 
the need to move quickly — some plants must be in the 
ground by Feb. 29.

 Kohn said an effort would be made to vary the 
placement of the plants, all of them native species, so 
the result of the landscaping project would appear natu-
ral.
 In addition to adding new vegetation, efforts con-
tinue to bring new rest rooms, a boat ramp and bus 
shelters to the corridor, as well as additional sand to be 
dredged from an area near the boat ramp on the bayside 
of Coquina Beach.
 “I’m really excited,” said Manatee County Com-
missioner Jane von Hahmann, whose district includes 
the Island. “The next six months is going to be very 
productive.”
 “We’re going to see physical changes in what 
we’ve been working on for seven years,” said Ingrid 
McClellan, chair of the Palma Sola group and executive 
director of Keep Manatee Beautiful.

 Also under way, from the causeway west to the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge, is the removal of the dried 
roots and limbs left from the clearing of Brazilian 
pepper trees. Last year, government agencies worked 
to kill and cut the invasive exotic plants along Manatee 
Avenue. Now a Florida Department of Transportation 
crew has returned to the area to make sure the trees do 
not return and to remove debris.
 “They are going to town to make sure that area is 
free of Brazilian peppers forever,” Charlie Hunsicker, 
director of the Manatee County conservation lands 
management department, said of the DOT effort.
 McClellan said she would also ask the DOT if 
the crew could also clean up tree debris from the area 
around the Kingfi sh Boat Ramp. Meanwhile, the county, 
in coordination with the state and Holmes Beach resi-

PLEASE SEE PALMA SOLA, NEXT PAGE
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11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 
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OLD AND NEW STUFF  
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5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the best in 
home furnishings and 
accessories with a funky, 
swanky fl air!swanky fl air!

And mark your 
      calendar for our...

Gigantic Flea Market
February 10th!

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi,  I’m Jane E.  Visit my Bakery,  
Internet Cafe and Smoothie Bar for 
something yummy in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty�s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques and 

Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

Jan. 19: Simply Put Outdoor Art 
and Antique Fair, 8am-3pm, 11904 
Cortez Rd. W. 
Coming Soon: 
Feb. 2: Friends of Island Library 
Book Sale. 
Feb. 9: Privateer Thieves Market, 
Coquina Beach, 8am-3pm. 
Feb. 10: Historic East Antique 
District Antique Market, 8am-2pm. 

Jan. 19: Simply Put Outdoor Art 
and Antique Fair, 8am-3pm, 11904 

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s CalenderIn a Nutshell: In a Nutshell: 
Cobweb’s Antiques and More

511 10th St. E., Bradenton 
in the Historic East Antique District 

Tuesday-Sat 10am-4pm 

750-8044750-8044

1250 10th St. E. • Hwy 301 N.
Palmetto, FL 
941-729-5282 

10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.  

Antique Mall 
     miline’s     miline’sE     E     

9,000 ft. Air Conditioned 
Showroom 

We buy and sell estates

Tiki takes a moment to soak in the sun and the shop. 
When the sun streams through the window, the whole 
store glows – it’s a beautiful thing.

Nancy Cobb, owner of Cobweb’s Antiques and More, 
welcomes Tiki and Kitty to the store. 

Calling all shoppers! Cobweb’s is a great place to 
browse and buy. Beautiful merchandise, good prices – 
a lovely shop.

A vision in white! Nancy is shown here with a beauti-
ful display of white antiques and collectibles. Nancy’s 
creative talents are evident in her artful arrangements. 

dents, continues to work on plans to improve the King-
fi sh site, including landscaping and the placement of a 
sidewalk along the south side of Manatee Avenue.
 “Ideally, we would do a lot of our work in Novem-
ber, when the bridge is closed,” Hunsicker said of the 
project. However, he added, “We still have an open 
palette on landscaping.”
 The group last week also discussed upcoming 
Florida Arbor Day celebrations. The holiday, one of 
two Arbor Days observed in the state, is Friday, Jan. 
18, with Keep Manatee Beautiful providing trees for 
local plantings.
 A ceremony will take place at 9 a.m. on Manatee 
Avenue near 75th Street West, where six sabal palm 
trees will be planted.
 Another Arbor Day ceremony will take place at 2 
p.m. at Flotilla Drive and 59th Street in Holmes Beach, 

where a gumbo limbo tree will be planted and Mayor 
Rich Bohnenberger will make remarks.
 Additional events are being planned throughout 
the county, including in Anna Maria and Bradenton 
Beach.

Palma Sola plantings coming
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 Center to host 

babysitting course
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center 
will host a course in the adventures of babysit-
ting from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26.
 The cost for babysitting students to attend 
will be $40 and includes a slice of pizza.
 All materials will be provided except attend-
ees will need to bring a doll with them to the 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.
 For more information, call 941-778-1908.

Roser to serve pancakes
 Pancakes will be on the menu and bargains on the 
tables Saturday, Jan. 19, at Roser Memorial Community 
Church and its thrift shop.
 Roser will hold a brunch with pancakes, sausage, 
fresh orange juice and coffee in the fellowship hall, 512 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Breakfast will be served from 
about 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Across the street, the Roser thrift 
store will hold a sale.
 For more information, call 941-778-0414. 

Meals on Wheels Plus plans 
caregiver forum

 Meals on Wheels Plus of Manatee County will hold 
a caregivers support group at 1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18, at the 
Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The session is for anyone caring for an older adult 
with chronic health or memory problems.
 For more information, call 941-747-4655.
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Take a ride 
on AMI … 
schedule info is a 
public service of 

FREE

Island talent show
Judy Menchek and artist Robin Zim-

merman, both of Holmes Beach, discuss 
the work in the 14th annual memorial 
James Pay Exhibit during a reception 
at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 

5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. The 
exhibit, featuring art by AMIAL mem-

bers, will continue through Jan. 31. For 
more information, call 941-778-2099. 

Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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THE BAGEL SHOP 6am-2pm 
Mon.-Fri.

6am-1pm Sat.
6:30am-1pm Sun.

941-795-2360
5917 Manatee Avenue West

Pebble Springs Plaza Bradenton
(Formerly Manhattan Bagel)

P

LUNCH 
SPECIAL

$659

Any sandwich*
Plus chips and medium 
fountain drink or coffee.

Now thru Jan. 22 *Excludes Lox sandwich

Matt and Doms 
Pastry CafePastry Cafe

cakes • pies • petit-fours • tarts 

gourmet cookies • party trays

 espresso • cappuccino 

smoothie bar • pastry 

light lunch • sunday brunch

Special Events
Free Wireless Internet

Wedding Cake Specialist
www.madpastrycafe.com
9701 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria

941.778.3909 • Open 8am-6pm, closed Tuesdays

On the menu
Flapjacks get fl ipped and served to Jack Egan by Al Gunn during the pancake breakfast Jan. 13 at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Additional breakfasts will take place Jan. 27 and in Feb-
ruary, March and April. For more information, call 941-778-4769. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Holmes Beach backs 
Manatee County 
legislative goals

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach city commissioners endorsed a push 
for a variety of initiatives in Tallahassee when state 
lawmakers convene for the 2008 session.
 The lengthy list included several of specifi c interest 
to Anna Maria Island — a push for funding to build a 
new Anna Maria Island Bridge, dedicating money for 
beach renourishment projects in the state and taking a 
stand against oil and gas drilling off the Florida coast.
 The legislative session will begin March 4.
 Manatee County administrator Ed Hunzeker invited 
the city’s review of the initiatives and support for the 
legislative platform in a letter last month.
 “We are not asking for you to adopt any of the 
positions as your formal platform, but would like to 
demonstrate to our legislative leaders where we can 
agree on various issues,” he wrote.
 In regards to transportation issues, the local priorities 
include passing legislation and policies to promote toll 
roads and other transportation user fees, provide local 
jurisdictions fl exibility in the use of gas-tax revenues and 
provide fi scal accountability of gas taxes paid for equita-
ble distribution. The platform also opposes the diversion 
of transportation trust fund money for non-transportation 
projects and the privatizing of existing roadways.
 In regards to environmental issues, the platform 
opposes legislation that preempts local authority on 
environmental regulations and enforcement, opposes 
the expansion of the Myakka River Wild and Scenic 
Segment Act and urges a “strong and united” stand 
against any attempt to allow oil or gas drilling along 
the state’s coastline.
 Funding priorities include full funding of state aid 
to public libraries and for beach renourishment projects, 
as well as support for funding to replace the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge connecting the Island to the mainland on 
State Road 64.
 The platform package from Manatee County also 
calls for legislation to remove the requirement that 

 In other business last week, city commissioners:
 • Endorsed the mayor’s plan to place the city seal 
on city hall.
 “There’s nothing identifying this building as city 
hall,” Bohnenberger said, estimating that the seal 
engraved on aluminum would cost about $3,600. 
“We’ve had people come in here more than once think-
ing they’re in Anna Maria City Hall.”
 • Unanimously appointed J. Michael Faarup, a con-
struction manager and licensed contractor, to the code 
enforcement board.
 Haas-Martens said the appointment fi nalizing a full 
board of primary members and alternates — the board 
is schedules to meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at 
city hall.

county property tax appraisals be based on “best and 
highest use” rather than fair market value and takes a 
stand against mandatory roll backs in property taxes.
 “It looks pretty safe to endorse it,” Holmes Beach 
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said of the county’s list of 
goals and priorities.
 Commissioners then unanimously voiced their sup-
port, which Bohnenberger and commission chair Sandy 
Haas-Martens planned to formalize in a letter to the 
county.
 Commissioners, during the brief fi rst-of-the-year 
meeting, also heard a report from city attorney Patricia 
Petruff that Holmes Beach property owners William 
and Dianne Sorg of New York have sued the city over 
a code enforcement fi ne. (See separate story)

ooh la 
la

JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Friday 6-9

Starting Jan. 14: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 1/22/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

770
994999 1-7

TTTTTTTuuess -SSSSSat 7

Iron
Skillet
Cafe

Discover our new dinner menu!Discover our new dinner menu!
Iron Skillet Café 

Seafood Paella 
Tea-Poached Salmon 

Crab and Cheddar Dip 
Black-and-Blue Sirloin 

Chicken Portobello

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

11am-8pm Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm Fri & Sat • Closed Sun
8799 Cortez Road W. • 941-795-4898

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED i [ r

BRADENTON & 
THE ISLANDS

DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING

       DELIVERY-

Daily Specials!
Wed: Boliché
Thurs: Bistek Empanisado 

Fri: Paellá

$10.95

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too

Closed Mon + Tue Till Mid Dec.

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B4B4B4B4B44B44B44BB4B4B44B4B4B44B44B4BB44B444B4B444444B4B4BB44B444B444

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

Wednesday, Jan. 16
Noon: The Anna Maria Island Garden Club meets at 

noon at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-2607.

Thursday, Jan. 17
 8:30 a.m. — An Internet class for beginners takes place 
at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 10:15 a.m. — A Friends Book Club meeting takes place 
at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 5 p.m. — The Florida Department of Transportation 
holds a public meeting on the Anna Maria Island Bridge 
rehab at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach.

8 p.m. — “Over My Dead Body” opens at the Island 
Players playhouse, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. The play 
continues through Feb. 3. Information: 941-778-6878.

Friday, Jan. 18
1 p.m. — Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee holds 

a caregiver support group session at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-748-3001.

Saturday, Jan. 19
 8 a.m. until the fi sh is gone — The Anna Maria Island 
Privateers smoke and sell mullet in the Publix parking lot, 
3900 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach, to raise money for the 
Sue Normand Relief and Recovery Fund. Information: 941-
720-0426.

8 a.m. to 11 a.m. — Roser Memorial Community Church, 
512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria, holds a pancake breakfast and 
yard sale. Information: 941-778-0414.

8 a.m. — The second annual Anna Maria Elementary 
School  Dolphin Dash consists of a 5k run beginning at 8 
a.m., followed by a 1-mile fun run.  Entry forms are available 
in the school administrative offi ce. Pre-registration fees are 
$20 for adults and $10 for children under age 16.

8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
meets for breakfast and a program at Cafe on the Beach, 
Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The 

The Studio at Gulf 
and Pine in Anna 
Maria will feature 
the work of Jean 
Blackburn, who 
grew up on Anna 
Maria Island, in 
an exhibit open-
ing on Sunday, 
Jan. 27. Pictured 
is Blackburn’s 
“Submerged 
Frond,” an oil 
on panel (48” by 
48”). Islander 
Image: Courtesy 
Jean Blackburn

scheduled speaker is Cindi Harrison of Anna Maria Elemen-
tary School. Information: 941-795-8697.

9:30 a.m. — The Friends of the Island Library board 
meets at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

6 p.m. — The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island pres-
ents the 2008 Rotary Extravaganza and Casino Night at 
St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-746-7517.

Sunday, Jan. 20
7 p.m. — An All Island Denominations ecumenical ser-

vice marking the 100th anniversary of the “Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity” takes place at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-0046.

Monday, Jan. 21
 Today is Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Noon — The Anna Maria Island Democratic Club meets 
at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Braden-

ton Beach. Information: 941-778-9287.
7 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory, 1600 Ken Thompson 

Pkwy., Sarasota, hosts a lecture — an update on the lab by 
president and CEO Kumar Mahadevan. Information: 941-
388-4441.

Tuesday, Jan. 22
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for 

lunch and program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf 
Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, Jan. 23
 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
holds a networking event at Tropical Isle/Seaside Inn, 101 
22nd St., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-778-1541.

Ongoing:
 • Through Jan. 31, the 14th annual memorial James 
Pay Exhibit is at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE



THE ISLANDER  JAN. 16, 2008  23

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JAN 16-22

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1.75 
LTR

$1299 $1499
Gilbeys Vodka Ancient Age Bourbon

1.75
ML

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

Real German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Ristorante Italiano On The Water

• Chef Carl presents: Prime Rib 
  every Wednesday! 10-oz. for $19.95 

• Elegant Casual Dining 
• Dinner Nightly, 5pm ‘til close

• Wonderful Italian Food! 

Look for the lights of…

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, 
Red Grouper, 
and Shrimp

Expires 1-23-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Tuesday-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Playoff Party Seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • Anna Maria resident Jay Canterbury is the featured 
artist this month at the Arts Council of Manatee County Gal-
lery, 926 12th St. W., Bradenton. The exhibit showcases 
photographic abstracts. Information: 941-746-2223.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes for adults 
and children Mondays through Saturdays, including cook-
ing, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center also hosts 
a variety of athletic programs. Information: 941-778-1908, 
or www.islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, 
the Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, 
opens to visitors, with volunteers available to answer ques-
tions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. Information: 
941-729-2222.
 • On Mondays at 1 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Contract 
Bridge Group plays games at the Roser Memorial Commu-
nity Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-4362.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 
a.m., the widowed persons support group meets at the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American 
Legion Kirby Stewart Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts dinners for the public. Information: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the 
Inquiring Minds group. Information: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 
14th streets west and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bra-
denton — holds art walks on the fi rst Fridays and fi rst Sat-
urdays of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
 • On Jan. 24, St. Bernard Catholic Church’s CCW group 
hosts a Mardi Gras luncheon and fashion show in the church 
activity hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-761-9278.
 • On Jan. 25, the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop on drawing 
portraits. Information and registration: 941-778-2099.
 • On Jan. 26, a Manatee County Household Hazardous 
Waste/E-Scrap Collection takes place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Coquina Beach. Information: 941-316-1988.
 • On Jan. 26, the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., hosts a fee-based class in babysitting. 

Information and registration: 941-941-778-1541.
 • On Jan. 27, the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria 
hosts a reception for “Myakka Series: New Works” featuring 
work by Island-raised artist and naturalist Jean Blackburn. 
Information: 941-778-1906.
 • On Jan. 29, Florida holds its presidential preference 
primary.
 • On Jan. 30, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce business expo takes place at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1541.

Save the date:
 • On Feb. 2, the Friends of the Library hosts the annual 
Friends Book Sale at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. A preview sale for Friends of the 
Library members takes place the day before. Information: 
941-778-6341.
 • On Feb. 2, the Magic of Manatee Sweet Adelines 
annual show takes place at the Neel Performing Arts Center 
on the MCC Campus in Bradenton. Information and tickets: 
941-794-0218.
 • On Feb. 2, King Middle School’s environmental club 
holds an electronic collection clean up day. People are invited 
to bring their old electronics to the school parking lot for 
donation from 9 a.m. to noon. Information: 727-251-9367.
 • On Feb. 3, the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
hosts the U.S. Air Force Reserve Band in a free concert. 
Free tickets are available on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. 
Information: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 3, the Superbowl takes place in Arizona with the 
kickoff at 6:18 p.m. It will be televised on the Fox Network.
 • On Feb. 7, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
hosts a Jazz Fest at the Anna Maria Island Community 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-0492.
 • On Feb. 8, a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park — the Butterfl y Bash — takes place at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Infor-
mation: 941-518-4431.
 • On Feb. 10, the Anna Maria Wedding Merchants Asso-
ciation hosts an Islandwide wedding trade fair. Information: 
941-778-8705.
 • On Feb. 14, the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island 
presents the annual Sweetheart Dance at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center. Information: 941-778-1383.
 • On Feb. 16, the American Legion Post #24, 2000 75th 
St. W., Bradenton, hosts a variety show. Information: 941-
794-3489.
 • Feb. 16-17, the Holmes Beach Butterfl y Art and Craft 
Festival takes place at Holmes Beach City Hall fi eld, 5801 

Marina Drive. Information: 352-344-0657.
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
holds its annual auction and dinner — an Affaire to Remem-
ber — at the Center. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 23, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants 
Association hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market.
 • On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce hosts its annual fashion show at the Bradenton Coun-
try Club. Information: 941-778-1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
hosts Heritage Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • March 8-9, the Anna Maria Island Art League presents 
Springfest at the Holmes Beach City Hall Field. Information: 
941-778-2099.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center presents its annual Tour of Homes 
benefi t. Information: 941-778-1908.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Please include 
time, date and location of the event and a contact number and e-mail 
address. The deadline for submissions is at least one week prior to 
the Wednesday publication date. Remember, the sooner you submit 
your notice, the sooner The Islander can announce the event.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Truth in politics
Friends of the Island Library president Jolie Bell, 
from right, welcomes former Washington, D.C., cor-
respondent James McCartney, and his wife, journal-
ist Molly McCartney to the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, for the Friends 
lecture series Jan. 11. James McCartney, before two 
packed houses, discussed “The Election in Perspec-
tive: What Can You Believe?” Next up on the lecture 
series agenda — Barbara Knode and Paul Stoddard 
of the Asolo Repertory Theatre Guild Play Readers 
presenting “Love Letters” at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 12. For more information, call the library at 
941-778-6341. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Jan 16-- 7:15 0.9 12:12  -0.1 5:15 2.0 *10:10 0.8
 Jan 17-- — — 1:37   -0.4 6:08   2.2         —  —
 Jan 18-- — — 2:51   -0.7 7:10   2.3 — —
 Jan 19-- — — 3:55   -0.9 8:17   2.3 —     —
 Jan 20-- — — 4:49   -1.0      9:21   2.4 — —
 Jan 21-- — — 5:36   -1.0 10:18   2.4 — —
 Jan 22-- *1:48   1.1 6:16   -0.9 11:11   2.3 4:29 0.9
 Jan 23-- *1:55   1.1 6:50   -0.8 11:59   2.1 5:32   0.8                                                                                                                                    

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Lots of fun spots to enjoy the eco-world that is Florida
 Attaboy!
 Local, regional, state and federal offi cials are to be 
commended for acquiring, and continuing to passively 
develop some wonderful wetland and upland properties 
on and near Anna Maria Island.
 “Develop” may be a poor word choice. The acres 
and acres of land I’m referring to contain mangroves, 
salt marshes, creeks and myriad critters large and small, 
are not really being developed per say, but instead 
restored in a native Florida manner.
 Exotic species are being removed. Board walks are 
being built, have been built, or will be built as funding 
becomes available during the next few years. 
 The changes will allow more people to enjoy more 
of Florida’s ecosystems in a time when the effects of 
development have come to the forefront. 
 The latest of these re-do projects is the FISH Pre-
serve in Cortez, which we toured last week. The Florida 
Institute of Saltwater Heritage acquired the nearly 100-
acre parcel to the east of the historic fi shing village and 
south of Cortez Road a few years ago. The purchase 
was needed to keep Cortez as Cortez, free of encroach-
ing development threats.
 Boardwalks have been constructed through parts 
of the mostly wetland site of the preserve. Roadways 
through the property will eventually be transformed 
into walking trails for hikers. 
 Some of the creeks through the property will be 
expanded to enhance water fl ow to distant portions of 
the property. 
 And the stands of Australian pine, melalucca, 
Brazilian pepper and a new exotic, lead wood, will be 
removed and replaced with native Florida plants. 
 The FISH Preserve promises to be a wonderful spot 
when completed.

Robinson Preserve
 Another under-construction site off Manatee 
Avenue is the Robinson Preserve. It should open to the 
public later this year and promises to provide fantastic 
birding views of Perico Bayou and Tampa Bay all the 
way to the Sunshine Skyway Bridge.
 The hot-ticket item for this preserve is the board-
walks across the little waterways that surround the area. 
Also to come is the 100-year-old Valentine House, 
which was barged to the preserve and will serve as a 
visitor center and staff offi ce.

Grassy Point
 Not to be undone by the eco-largesse of the area, 
Holmes Beach and other agencies are working to create 
public access to Grassy Point, east of East Bay Drive. 
Boardwalks are slated to complement the canoe/kayak 
trails that meander through the 39-acre site.

Leffi s Key
 One of the earliest preserves on the Island is on 
Leffi s Key. The Coquina Beach BayWalk at Leffi s Key, 
just across the street from Coquina Beach in Bradenton 
Beach, has the highest mound of sand in the region and 
offers a majestic vista of Anna Maria Sound, Sarasota 
Bay, Cortez and the Gulf of Mexico. 
 It is a beautiful place to enjoy the wonders of the 

wetland world, from mangroves to salt marshes to 
watching critters creep, crawl and swim. 

Oh, and …
 Don’t forget that there’s Bayfront Park in Anna 
Maria, with bayfront views of the Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge. 
 Also, newly completed Coquina Beach Trail offers 
a mile or so of a pedestrian stroll or bike ride along the 
Gulf in Bradenton Beach through the pines.
 And, of course, there is the Manatee Public Beach 
and Coquina Beach, the fi shing piers in Anna Maria, 
Holmes Beach, Bradenton Beach, the bridges …
 Hey, get out there and enjoy the outdoors while the 
getting is good. 

Not so good?
 This item probably falls in the half-empty, half-full 
category of news.
 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission has determined there were 317 manatee deaths 
in state waters in 2007. “The total number of carcasses 
documented last year falls below the fi ve-year average 
of 355,” according to the state agency.
 Watercraft strikes and red tide continue to contrib-
ute to a high percentage of manatee mortality,” FWC 
offi cials said, “accounting for more than half of the 
total deaths in 2007 where scientists could determine 
the cause of death.”
 There were 73 sea cow deaths attributed to water-
crafts, and 52 from effects of red tide. 
 Our part of the world had a higher-than-usual level 
of red tide and watercraft deaths to manatees in 2007, 
something to be concerned about. 
 So here’s the deal: Yep, we had less manatee deaths 
last year than the fi ve-year norm. I guess that’s good.
 But we still had 317 dead manatees, 73 of which 
were directly attributed to boaters. According to my 
always-questionable math, what with an estimated 
3,700 manatees in Florida waters, that’s pretty close to 
8 percent. In one year.
 When you go out on the water, go slow. Watch 
where you’re going. Keep in channels and, if you spot 
a pod of manatees, back off and enjoy the site. 

 Slowly. Please.

Interstate hell
 Speaking of passing slowly, the tragedy on Inter-
state 4 in Polk County Jan. 9 was one of those horrible 
events that, fortunately, we’ve never had to deal with. 
 It was like the old barb on a train wreck: You don’t 
want to watch it but you can’t help yourself.
 Seventy-some vehicle crashes involving four deaths 
were due to fog and smoke that were described as being 
so thick that visibility was less than an arm’s length. 
Someone said it was like driving into a wall, the murk 
was so thick. 
 Fog is scary. At least in our heavy thunderstorms 
you’ve got some clue as to what is happening. With fog, 
it just sorta creeps up and envelopes you. And we’ve 
got some fog fl oating around in our part of the world 
now, too.
 As stated above, go slow, please.

More envelop news
 You’ve got to hand it to the wily Chinese when it 
comes to being “green.”
 There was a news story last week that China had 
decreed a ban on all free plastic bags from its stores, 
reverting back to the traditional cloth bags of yore. 
“White pollution” was what offi cials called the mea-
sure.
 The ban targets the fl imsiest of bags, while encour-
aging more durable products to be used, and used, and 
used over and over again. Think cloth, which was 
apparently a very viable Chinese commodity until the 
advent of plastic.
 Plastic is cheap to make, convenient for grocery 
store baggers to use, and a horrible element to add to 
the environment. 
 Lazy shoppers will toss the bags around as they 
tote items from point to point. The bags end up drifting 
around yards and, in the case of the Island, the Gulf and 
bays.
 Sea turtles will spot a bag fl oating in the water and 
mistake it for a succulent jellyfi sh. The bag ends up in 
the turtle’s belly, blocking digestion and often causing 
death.
 “It’s a bother,” one Chinese shopkeeper told the 
Associated Press, “but these bags really do create a lot 
of pollution, so it should be a good thing.”

Sandscript factoid
 There are quite a few anti-plastic bag measures 
on the international front. South Africa, Ireland and 
Taiwan either tax shoppers who use plastic or impose 
fees on companies that distribute them. Bangladesh has 
issued an outright ban, as have 30 Alaskan villages, and 
France and Germany are getting out of the business, as 
is Ireland, where a surcharge in 2003 has really cut back 
production. 
 In the United States, San Francisco has banned 
most plastic bags.
 And locally, Bradenton Beach is heavily promoting 
a cloth-over-plastic policy, offering free bags to those 
going to the beach as long as supplies are available.

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
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CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900            

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Look for reds in backwater, grouper, snapper offshore
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Fishing has improved, and should continue to do 
so as warmer water and air temperatures flood the 
region.
 Offshore fi shing for grouper and snapper is terrifi c. 
The fi sh are moving closer to shore, generally in less 
than 100 feet of water, and they are hungry.
 Backwater action for redfi sh is also great right now. 
Sheepshead are a bit scarce, it would seem, as are trout, 
but there is some catch-and-release snook fi shing going 
on and a few drum on the hook.
 Capt. Sam Kimball out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle 
on Cortez Road said grouper action is extraordinary 
in less than 100 feet of water in the Gulf. He’s also 
catching mangrove snapper, amberjack and banded rud-
derfi sh.
 Capt. Mark Johnson, also out of Annie’s, said 
he’s catching a lot of redfi sh and catch-and-release 
snook, plus a few trout. Trout fi shing is really hard to 
come by, though.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore action for 
grouper is “red hot” right now, as are snapper hookups. 
The snapper are all over the place and of all species — 
lane, American red and mangrove. Backwater action on 
catch-and-release snook is slow, but the redfi sh catch 
is making up for it. Sheepshead fi shing is a bit slow, he 
noted.
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fi shers there 
are catching redfi sh, sheepshead and drum.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
there is good catch-and-release snook fi shing at night, 
plus mangrove snapper and sheepshead during the day-
light hours.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s seeing a lot of reds coming onto the dock, plus 
black drum from the Manatee River and mangrove 
snapper from Tampa Bay near the Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include redfi sh 

And I helped …
Tony Churnette of Little Rock, Ark., caught this 
21-pound gag grouper with a little help from his 
11-year-old daughter, Sky, while fi shing with Capt. 
Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish Charters.

Bigger than a …
Tom Chaya of the Dolphin Dreams in Holmes Beach caught this 58-pound cobia last week.

in Terra Ceia Bay. Catch-and-release snook fi shing is 
slow, but there are some good reports of grouper being 
caught on the rocks outside of Terra Ceia Bay.
 Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams in 
Holmes Beach out of Catchers said he’s putting his 
charters onto plenty of good grouper in the shallow 
Gulf waters and in the ship channels. He’s still catch-
ing good numbers of Spanish mackerel and bluefi sh on 
the reefs offshore. In the backwaters, he’s fi nding lots 
of sheepshead and redfi sh, mostly around bridges or 
docks. 
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said fi shing results have been “on 
the upswing with every warm, sunny day since the new 
year freeze. The water temps have already rebounded 
by about 5 degrees. There is still whitebait to be had 
here and there, but its effectiveness as bait is dimin-
ished and live shrimp and jigs are the key to success 
right now.” He said he took Dave and Scott Williams 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., out to a “respectable mixed bag on 
Friday. The pair nailed hefty bluefi sh and numerous 
juvenile gag grouper while fi shing hard-bottomed areas 

off Longboat Key and Anna Maria Island.” The rest of 
the cooler sported pompano, fl ounder, sheepshead and 
some spotted sea trout at the end of the day. Sheepshead 
fi shing is “way off the mark locally,” Capt. Zach added. 
“The water temperature is in their feeding range, but 
there just doesn’t seem to be as many around this year. 
I’ve heard through the grapevine that they are thicker 
than thieves in south Sarasota and Charlotte counties, 
though.”
 On my boat Magic, I took Pat Adams and friend 
out to catch more than 20 redfi sh, sheepshead, black 
drum and a 48-inch bonnethead shark in the mouth of 
Miguel Bay.
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Memorable 
catch
Brett Lons-
dale caught 
and released 
this 15-pound 
redfi sh while 
fi shing with 
his father-
in-law off 
Egmont Key. 
It was the 
biggest fi sh 
he’d ever 
caught. 

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j
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Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

Baywatch: Bradenton Beach. 
1301 N. Bay Drive. Direct 
bayfront condo, 2BR/2BA, 
1,079 sf, nicely furnished. 
$339,000. MLS#551824

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

eeeeeeeeeeeesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss soonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdatettateateateateateateateate

babaaaaayyy y y y y yyyyyyy vivivv ewewewews,s,s,s,,,,,,, dd d docococock,k  turnkey.
$649,900

 Vacation  
  Rentals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~ 
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable 
service for 

over 35 
years! 

Shell Point Condo
6300 Flotilla Drive  #89

Enjoy beautiful bay views 
f rom th i s  immacu la te 
2BR/2BA ground floor unit. 
A place to get away from it 
all and experience the true 
Florida lifestyle. Heated pool, 
tennis courts, putting green 
and active recreational center 
with kitchen.  Call today for 
your private showing.

h kitchen.  Call today for with
y r pr pprivrivate showingyouyouySusie Robinson

941.812.1186 • 941.778.2261
susierobinson@floridamoves.com
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

vvateateatete sh sh showiowiowing.ng.ng.g

1
mmmm
iaialll ReRe lalal EEE Eststatatee
$369,000

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive,  
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Vic Caserta 
Realtor, fluent in

Italian, Spanish and English

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 730-1062 Cell

Two weeks too late 
got Bradenton man 

into Korean War
 Allesandro “Alex” Magno of west Bradenton had 
barely heard of Korea when he joined the U.S. Army 
in 1948.
 “I was only 17 and I fi gured I needed a change in 
my life,” Alex remembers. He and his father weren’t 
on the best of terms and he already had a brother who 
had served in the Army during World War II.
 “I was actually born in Italy. My dad was an Italian-
American from Chicago who had gone back to Italy in 
the 1930s,” he said.
 But his father was anti-Mussolini and the political 
climate forced the family to return to Chicago when 
Allesandro was just 3 years old.
 “I joined the Army looking for adventure. I was 
young and stupid, but it looked like something that 
would be good for me.”
 Indeed. Alex had extensive musical training grow-
ing up in Chicago and could play drums and piano, 
talents the Army of 1948 recognized.
 After basic training, he was sent to Fort Lewis, 
Wash., to the 2nd Infantry Division’s band as a bass 
drummer. From there, he got assigned to the 38th 
Infantry Regiment’s drum and bugle corps, also at Fort 
Lewis.
 “Life was good. It was good duty,” said Alex as he 
recalled the nearly two years he spent at Fort Lewis.
 It was a duty that was scheduled to end on Oct. 14, 
1950, his discharge date.
 “The Korean War had started that summer and the 
Army was busy forming up units to send to the fi ghting. 
But Alex wasn’t worried. He had seen a notice posted 
on the regimental bulletin board that said anyone sched-
uled for discharge before Oct. 31, 1950, would not be 
sent to Korea.
 “That seemed fi ne with me,” said Alex, as most of 
his friends in the band were being sent to Korea while 
he stayed at Fort Lewis.
 A few days later, around late August, he got orders to 
report to the 4th Regimental Combat Team. Alex fi gured 
that with just a few weeks before discharge, the Army 
was putting all the “short-timers” in the same unit.
 “I reported in, expecting to get a soft job and the 
clerk said, ‘Buddy, you are going to Pusan, Korea 
tomorrow.’ I was totally shocked. Other guys who had 
already left for Korea had given me stuff to send home. 
I thought it was a joke, a mistake.”
 But it was no joke.
 As Alex discovered, there are three ways of doing 
things: the right way, the wrong way and the Army way. 

Allesandro Magno is still singing for opera fans and has no regrets about his Korean War service. Islander 
Photo: Rick Catlin

President Harry Truman had issued an executive order 
extending the enlistment of all men in the armed forces 
by one year.
 The next morning, Alex was on a troop ship headed 
to Korea. He had orders to be an infantryman for the 
23rd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Battalion, L Company of 
the 2nd Infantry Division. His unit relieved the 1st Cav-
alry Division as the Pusan perimeter defense.
 He had gone from the luxury of duty in a stateside 
Army band to what Alex and other soldiers would claim 
was “a hitch in hell.”
 “We lived in fox holes, ate C rations out of a can 
and shaved with cold water. If ever there was a hell 
on earth, it was Korea.” And that was before his unit 
entered the fi ght.
 The United Nations forces went on the offensive 
in September 1950 with the Inchon landings. The U.N. 
troops drove the North Koreans almost to the Yalu River 
on the Korea/China border, and the 23rd was leading 
the offensive.
 But in early fall 1950, an estimated 500,000 Chi-
nese Communist soldiers crossed the river and entered 
the war, all seemingly headed at Alex and his buddies, 
he remembered.
 His unit was ordered to be the rear guard as the 8th 
Army made a “withdrawal” in the face of overwhelm-
ing numbers of enemy soldiers. At Kyunri Pass, the 
division would lose 4,000 men.
 “It was crap. The weather and conditions were mis-
erable. The young guys like me could take it, but the 
guys in their 30s had it rough. We did nothing but fi ght 
up and down the mountains.”
 One evening, Alex and his company saw a large 
artillery bombardment by the ChiComs. “We were on 
a mountain. We could see these black dots moving 
toward us. Thousands of them. It was ChiCom soldiers. 

We were ordered to pull out, but the Marines at Chosin 
Reservoir weren’t ordered out.”
 Fighting the Chinese Communist Army, Alex and 
his buddies soon discovered that some ChiCom soldiers 
could speak perfect English.
 “They said, ‘Don’t shoot, let us through,’” but Alex 
and his squad leader knew better and fi red away.
 Alex carried a .30-caliber machine gun and had a 
Republic of Korea soldier as the ammunition helper. 
When the close-in fi ghting started, the helper left and 
took the ammo with him.
 Outnumbered and outgunned, L company was 
saved by the tanks that were there to cover their with-
drawal. Without that armor, Alex fi gures the ChiComs 
would have made short work of L company and the 3rd 
Battalion.
 “Thank God for the tanks,” said Alex.
 But the tanks and the valiant efforts of the 25,000 
men of the 2nd Infantry Division were no match for 
500,000 ChiComs, and the U.N. forces grudgingly 
gave ground. It was fi erce fi ghting, complicated by the 
extremely cold Korean weather, lack of food and poor 
communications.
 Alex and his pals joked about their situation, but 
each had a determination that they would do anything 
not to let their friends down.
 “It was terrible fi ghting and all we had was each 
other, and we didn’t know if we were going to make it 
out alive or dead.”
 The war, at least as Alex looks at it now, was not 
without its comical elements.
 One day while his company was running down a 
path, a platoon of ChiCom soldiers was running the 
other way — on the same path.
 “We were two separate lines going in opposite 

PLEASE SEE FORGOTTEN, NEXT PAGE
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HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

PERICO ISLAND 3BR/2BA community pool, tennis courts. Turnkey 
furnished, fi ve minutes to beaches. $429,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $189,900.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 

lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

REAL ESTATE LLC

Huge price reduction. Light, bright, ground-
fl oor, 2BR/2BA end unit. Heated pool, ten-
nis court. Close to the beach. $339,000.

WESTBAY POINT 

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 or 
e-mail piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna Maria Island. Gated community, 
24-hour guard,  heated pool, tennis courts, club house. Bring your family 
and enjoy this secluded paradise.  Buy before January to earn the income 
from February and March rentals.  $299,000.

PERICO BAY CLUB

KEY ROYALE
Great location, reasonable 
price. 3BR/3BA home with 
private dock, protected deep 
and true sail-boat water wa-
ter. Partial view of Bimini Bay. 
Heated pool, 2 car garage, 
new air-conditioner.  Only 
$669,000.

Korean War veteran Allesandro “Alex” Magno still 
sings Italian opera and has appeared locally in a 
number of operas and concerts.

Forgotten Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

directions, but nobody fi red until it was too late.”
 But war is not a comedy, and Alex lost a lot of 
good friends during the “withdrawal.” In fact, but 
for the grace of God, he said,  he would have been 
a casualty.
 One night, the ChiComs overran the command post 
where Alex was positioned. A ChiCom soldier fi red 20 
rounds from a burp gun at him from about 20 yards. 
He could feel and see the tracer bullets whizzing by his 
ears as he desperately tried to get his M-1 to fi re, but it 
had jammed.
 “I fi nally just threw the rifl e at him and he took 
off. That was the closest I ever came to getting killed 
in Korea. It was at night and I could see the tracers 
coming at me, feel them whiz by my ears.”
 It was not a magical moment for Alex, but he can 
only surmise that he was one of the lucky ones. He can 
only thank God for his good fortune.
 After three days of withdrawing through Chinese-
held territory, L company made it to Allied lines. But 
one entire platoon of the company had been captured 
by the ChiComs.
 “We breathed a big sigh of relief, but it was tough 
thinking about the guys captured. Some British soldiers 
were headed to the front and asked us what it was like. 
We didn’t have the heart to tell them the truth. I just 
thanked God I was alive. We had made it back from 
hell. We had 220 guys in the company when we started 
to withdraw and we made it to Seoul with 125 men.”
 If Alex and his company thought the Army would 
take pity on them and give them “R&R,” they were 
mistaken.
 On Christmas eve 1950, they were ordered to 
defensive positions in the mountains — in the freez-
ing cold with no winter clothes.
 It was so cold, the men would burn anything for a 
fi re.
 One night, the troops lit up a wooden barn for 
warmth. Alex moved as close as he could to warm up 
when one guy yelled, “Hey, you’re on fi re.”
 Sure enough, Alex looked down to see his pants 
completely ablaze. He was so cold, he didn’t realize 
he was burning.
 “A couple of guys rolled me over to put out the 
fi re, but I couldn’t walk. I was burned bad. They left 
me there with a carbine and said they’d send a medic 
for me later.”
 Thankfully, a medic did come and carried Alex to a 
fi eld hospital. From there, he was scheduled to be fl own 
to Tokyo on a medevac fl ight, but the pilot said there 
wasn’t enough light to make Tokyo and he’d have to 
put down at 8th Army headquarters. 
 That turned into one of the few lucky breaks Alex 
had in Korea.
 While recovering, he got interviewed by the Chi-
cago Tribune and got an audition as a piano player for 
the 8th Army dance band. He passed, but had to tell the 
offi cer in charge that he was scheduled to go back to 
the front the next day.
 Alex must have been a good piano player, because 
the next morning, instead of heading back to the front 
lines, he got orders assigning him to the 8th Army 
band.
 A few weeks earlier, while still at the front in the 
midst of a major battle, Alex had learned from his girl-
friend in the States that she was pregnant. He applied to 
a board of offi cers for emergency leave to get back to 
the mainland, but was almost derailed when an offi cer 
on the board asked him why he had waited so long to 

ask for leave.
 “I told him that I was a little busy up at the front, 
fi ghting the war,” recalled Alex.
 The next day, he was on a fl ight to Seattle. And 
because he was still under 21, he and his girlfriend had 
to get married in Idaho.
 He was discharged in October 1951 after serving an 
extra year. He worked for Boeing Aircraft in Seattle for 
a year, then returned to Chicago to pursue his lifelong 
dream of becoming a professional opera singer.
 After several years of study, he found the right 
coach in San Francisco. He made his opera debut in 
Palo Alto and has since toured with a number of opera 
companies as a tenor and recorded numerous songs and 
operas.
 Over the ensuing years, Alex came to Florida many 
times, either with a touring company or to perform on 
one of the many cruise ships that sail from Tampa and 
Miami. He settled in west Bradenton in 2004 and makes 
it clear he’s not retired.
 “I’m still active and I still perform professionally,” 
he said with a laugh.
 “And I’m still lucky to be alive,” he added, thinking 
of the ChiCom soldier who fi red 20 rounds at him that 
cold evening in Korea.
 And, while many people call Korea the “forgotten 
war,” Alex has not forgotten.
 “To this day, I think about Korea and the guys who 
didn’t come back. I wasn’t a hero. The heroes are still 
over there. There, but for the grace of God, go I.
“I wonder why I made it and they didn’t, but I’d go 
again in a heartbeat to fi ght for my country. I love my 
country. After 9 11, I was ready to go again.”
 A member of the forgotten generation who is not 
forgotten.

“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Gen-
eration” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War II 
or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Please 
call Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

Historical 
society to 

open memorial 
fund

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Anna Maria Island Historical Society plans to 
open a memorial fund for bequeaths and other contribu-
tions.
 The nonprofi t’s board agreed last week to open the 
account with a $1,000 deposit at Sun Trust Bank.
 The board also agreed to open a money market 
account at the bank with an initial $5,000 deposit.
 The actions came during a meeting Jan. 11 at the 
AMIHS museum park, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.
 During the hour-long meeting, the board also dis-
cussed a number of upcoming events and fundraisers, 
including two jazz concerts, a dance, a luncheon and a 
history festival.
 The opening Jazz Fest will take place from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 7, at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
The concert will feature the Gulf Drive Band with guest 
artist Jimi Gee.
 Proceeds from the sale of tickets — $5 per ticket 
— will be shared between AMIHS and the Center, said 
Gulf Drive Band musician Bill Bowdish. 
 A second Jazz Fest will take place March 13 at the 
Center, again featuring the Gulf Drive Band, this time 
with guest artist Judy Lynn.
 The AMIHS luncheon will take place at noon 
Thursday, Feb. 21, at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 
Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 Next on the group’s agenda will be the Island Heri-
tage Day Festival from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1, at the museum park. The historical society is 
seeking vendors for the fair, which will feature crafts, 
antiques, history displays and food and refreshments.
 A dance will next take place March 22, with AMIHS 
and the Center again splitting the proceeds from $10 
ticket sales.
 In other business, AMIHS has established a pres-
ervation committee to draft a list of qualifi cations that 
owners of older Island property can meet to receive a 
plaque from the organization.
 The committee consists of John Chappie of Bra-
denton Beach, Joe Roebuck of Holmes Beach and Tom 
Quinn and Carl Pearman, both of Anna Maria, and will 
meet on a monthly basis.
 Quinn said Florida structures built more than 50 
years ago can be considered to have historic value.
 Also, board members discussed a sequel to the book 
“Anna Maria Island: The early days, 1893-1940” by found-
ing AMIHS member Carolyn Norwood, which is in prog-
ress. Norwood has completed one chapter of the sequel, 
which will cover Island history from 1940 to 1960.
 During last week’s meeting, the board approved a 
monthly $200 stipend to Norwood for the next year’s 
work on the book. Board members said they wanted 
to invest in what they called an invaluable project. 
Proceeds from the sale of the fi rst edition benefi t the 
society, as will Norwood’s sequel. 
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available for 
rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

BOUTIQUE: CRUISEWEAR, GIFTS and more in top 
Holmes Beach mall. Only $20,000 plus inventory at 10 
percent under cost! Longview Realty, 941-383-6112.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strategic Long-
boat corner. Many business uses possible. $1,300,000. 
Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, etc. 
Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. Call Alex-
andra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sophomore 
looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walking jobs. 
Four years experience and fi rst aid certifi ed. Great with 
kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a job 
babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! Call Kim, 
941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: Call 
Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at Manatee High 
School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed by the Red Cross. 941-
778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old Man-
atee High School freshman will tutor elementary or middle 
school child in math, science and English. Available 3:30-
5:30pm Monday-Friday, and weekends by request. Call 
941-778-2979. References on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths under 16 
looking for work. Ads must be placed in person at The Islander 
newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appointments, 
airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine Car Service. 
Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your computer 
misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and private les-
sons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free estimates. 
Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? Island 
local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. Call Zach, 941-
779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

ITEMS FOR SALE

KAYAKS FOR SALE: Two Scupper Pros, 3 years old, used 
a few times on Anna Maria Island. Carbon-fi ber paddles, 
back rests, one anchor and line. $1,500. 941-224-0732.

FOUR BAR STOOLS. 36-inch, swivel, cloth with oak and 
brass trim. $200 941-778-2286.

WASHER $50. Old rattan couch, $50. Dorm fridge $35. 
Rattan Chair $20. 941-778-8235.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and pur-
chase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). Your 
coffee never tasted so good as when you drink from the 
old-style mugs available at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Condo-
miniums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies available at 
The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-
778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

YARD SALE: ROSER Thrift shop. 9-noon Saturday, Jan. 
19. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria.

TRASH AND TREASURE sale: 8-noon, Saturday, Jan. 
19. Continental breakfast. Gulf Shore Mobile Home Park, 
3710 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key.

GARAGE SALE: 8am-3pm Friday and Saturday, Jan. 
18-19. Bikes, tools, clothing, furniture and fi shing equip-
ment. 2915 Ave. C, Holmes Beach.

GARAGE SALE: 8-11am, Saturday, Jan. 19. 2912 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 

9AM-3PM, Saturday, Jan 19. Two family, tools furniture 
household ites. 209 65 St, Holmes Beach.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. Call 
941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdirect.com.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534

HOME FELLOWSHIP GATHERING begins Jan. 11, 
6-8pm. Pursuing glory. To fi nd out more about it, call 
Diana, 941-778-5753.

LOOKING FOR MONICA? Check out Snips Hair Design. 
941-504-2428.

HANDY MAN LOOKING for a 2BR house to rent annually 
on Anna Maria Island. Willing to fi x up and pay utilities or 
any other mutual arrangment. If maintenance not neces-
sary, can also pay reasonable rent. Please call Peter, 
941-447-0317.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxophone, 
clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 941-778-
1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. Rock on!

MORE CLASSIFIEDS equals more readers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission and Holmes Beach Police Department. Free 
at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a personalized 
brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park. Two lines, 
$40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The Islander or call 941-
518-4431 for more information.

PETS

PET SITTER WANTED for a Boston terrier and French 
bulldog. Overnights and days. 941-778-5746.

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster puppies 
and kittens until they are old enough for adoption. All food 
and medical provided. Julie, 941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. All are 
current on vaccines. All applicants screened. Please, call 
941-922-0774.

BOATS & BOATING

17-ft BOSTON WHALER Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, 
trailer, bimini top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery lock, 
teak accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-2873.

2000 WORLD CAT 245-DC with two 115-hp Yamaha 
4-stroke motors, and a duel-axle performance trailer. 
Very low hours, kept out of the water at Catchers Marina, 
Holmes Beach. Good electronics, power anchor. Blue 
book sale price for all is more than $46,000. Will sell for 
$32,000. Call 203-221-1144.

2006 SUNTRACKER 18-ft party barge, pontoon boat. 
Depth fi nder, fridge, TV, AC/DC converter, headlights. 
25-hp mercury, 4-stroke, less then 20 hours on engine, 
still has break-in oil. Full boat cover, bimini. Must sell due 
to health problems. Invested $17,323 For sale at $12,323. 
Call Stacey, 941-387-1438.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten pay. 
Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restaurant, 902 S. 
Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-778-3953.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care assist-
ing lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning shifts and 
overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel opportunity. 941-
383-6953.

IMMEDIATE POSITION AVAILABLE for church nursery 
attendant for Sunday mornings. Please, send resume to: 
P.O. Box 247, Anna Maria FL 34216.

TWO SCOOPS IS now hiring, part-time positions avail-
able. Days, nights and weekends. Apply within. 941-779-
2442. 101 S. Bay Blvd. Unit 2, Anna Maria City.

KITCHEN HELP apply by e-mail to chef@oohlalabistro.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in Bradenton 
Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great community spirit. 
It’s fun, give it a try! For more information, 941-779-1208.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES!
Immaculate Bay Palms home.  Spacious 2BR/2BA,
two-car garage.  Prepare for your move and enjoy 
tenant's income.  $489,500.

Choice duplex lot includes small home. Refurbish
for two units,  reconstruct...several options on
this deluxe size lot! $429,000

Large Gulf parcel with two cottages. Possibility
to split into two Gulf lots. Call for details. 778-2259

ANNUAL RENTAL with Gulf views.  2BR/1BA,
$950/month plus electric and cable.  No pets
or smokers please.

PRICE SLASHED
This artfully designed 2BR/2BA beach bungalow recently 
underwent a white glove restoration! Featured on the 2007 
Tour of Homes, this captivating retreat includes beautiful 
porcelain tiled fl oors, new kitchen with white bead board 
cabinets and solid surface countertops, vaulted textured 
ceilings with fans, graceful archway openings, and a sunny 
Florida-Morning Room , offering serene bay views. There 
is a cozy brick patio and handy outdoor shower, featuring 
artistic glass and tile mosaic. Beautifully landscaped and 
fi lled with space and light, this enchanting cottage won’t 
last long! Priced at $685,000.   $598,900 FIRM.

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EVENINGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978
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Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

When’s the last time you tasted When’s the last time you tasted 
coffee in an old-fashioned coffee in an old-fashioned 

“diner” mug?“diner” mug?

Island Shopping CenterIsland Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978Phone  941 778-7978

Islanders help Manatee JV soccer to undefeated season

Islanders Ally Titsworth, Sean Edwards, Lexi Owens and MacKenzie Kosfeld pose for a picture with Coach Jeff 
Nelson, also and Islander, following their 4-0 team victory over Palmetto in the season fi nale. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Erin Kosfeld

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Manatee High School girls junior varsity 
soccer team defeated Palmetto High 4-0 on Jan. 11 to 
fi nish its season undefeated with an impressive 12-0-3 
record. The Her-icanes are well represented by Island-
ers with sophomore team captain Sean Edwards joining 
freshmen Ally Titsworth, Lexi Owens and MacKenzie 
Kosfeld on the team that is coached by another Island 
resident, Jeff Nelson.
 Kosfeld was a defender, while Edwards, Owens and 
Titsworth played midfi eld on a team that outscored its 
collective opponents by a 68-4 margin. Edwards and 
Owens each fi nished with three goals on the season, 
while Titsworth was among the team leaders with nine 
goals.
 “With only fi ve returning players, I didn’t know 
what kind of team to expect, but the girls bonded 
quickly, which led to their success this season,” stated 
Coach Nelson. 
 The only blemishes on the Lady Canes’ fantastic 
season came in two 0-0 ties against crosstown rival 
Lakewood Ranch and a 1-1 tie against St. Pete Catholic. 
Other than that, the girls were perfect.
 The soccer season continues for Titsworth as she 
received a call up to the varsity squad, which plays 
in the Class 5A, District 12 tournament at MHS this 
week. 
 The varsity Lady Canes also boasts Islanders in 
Amber Wright, Erin Mulrine and Tina Papazian. 
 The district tournament semifi nals will be played at 
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, with the fi nals 
set for at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18.
 Come out and support the Her-icanes as they pursue 
a district championship.

Horseshoe news
 Five teams emerged from the 13 that tried their luck 
during Jan. 9 horseshoe action at the Anna Maria City 
Hall pits. The team of Al Norman and Gene Bobeldyk 
grabbed the day’s bragging rights thanks to a deci-
sive 21-7 victory over George McKay and Charlie 
Apuzzo.
 The Jan. 5 games had an even larger turnout with 16 
teams of players. That total was whittled down to four 
after pool play resulted in a pair of semifi nal matches. 
Fred Huyghe and Tom Rhodes cruised to a 21-5 vic-
tory over Ron Pepka and Sam Samuels, while George 
McKay and Gene Bobeldyk defeated Norm Good and 
Rod Bussey 25-17 in the other semifi nal game. The 
championship match saw Huyghe and Rhodes edge 
McKay and Bobeldyk by a 21-18 score.

 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The men of the Key Royale Club played an 18-hole, 
two best balls of foursome tourney on Jan. 9 with the 
team of Merritt Fineout, Nub Turner, Dick Rowse and 
Gerry Taylor torching the course with a 19-under par 
109 to earn the day’s bragging rights. Second place 
went to Gary Harris, Neal Hammer, Ed Havlik and 
Pete Weir with a 17-under 111. Bob Lamp, Bob Sayles, 
Larry Fowler and Greg Shorten fi nished in third place 
with a 113.
 The ladies played an individual-low-net game on 
Jan. 8 with Penny Williams fi ring a 4-under-par 28 to 
take home fi rst place. Mary Selby fi nished second with 
a 1-under par 31, one shot ahead of Mardene Eichorn, 
who matched par at 32. Eunice Warda and Erma 
McMullen fi nished third and fourth respectively.
 Jean Holmes, Dorothy McKinna and McMullen 
each had birdies on the day, while Nancy Grimme, Wil-
liams, Markie Ksiazek and Margaret Schuller each had 
chipins.
 The men teed it up for a nine-hole, better-ball-of-
foursome tourney on Jan. 7. The team of Bob Dickin-
son, Omar Trolard, Rolph Trolard and Dave Kruger 
carded a 9-under-par 23 to take home fi rst place. There 
was a four-way tie with a score of 7-under 25 for second 
place.
 The men and women teed it up on Jan. 5 for their 
monthly mixed scramble and had such a great turnout, 
they had two shotgun starts. The win for the 8 a.m. 
group was captured by the team of Luanne Collins, Lois 
Biel, Gordon McKinna and Tom Lewish with a score 
of 21. Second place went to the team of Chris Collins, 
Lorraine Towne, Larry Fowler and Al Bun with a score 
of 22.8.

 Joyce Brown and Chas McMullen won the closest-
to-the-pin contests. 
 The winner from the 10:15 a.m. group was the team 
of Barbara Carr, Dan Hayes, Matt Behan and Dave 
Kruger with a score of 21.9. Second place went to the 
team of Markie Ksiazek, Charlie Knopp, Nub Turner 
and Peter Proxy.
 Paul Kaemmerlen and Ksiazek each won the clos-
est-to-the-pin honors, while Knopp, Teresa Schutte and 
Fred Meyer had chipins.

Little League on horizon
 It’s time for America’s favorite pastime. Play ball! 
The Anna Maria Island Little League season is fast 
approaching. Organizers of the youth sport on Anna 
Maria Island have announced that there will be two 
special baseball registration events at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 19, and 6-9 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22. Players 
registered during these times will get a fee discount. 
Registration continues until Thursday, Jan. 31, with the 
season set to open on Feb. 25.
 Cost for registration for players ranging from age 
5 to 16 are $50 for T-ball, $60 for AA, $85 for minors 
and $90 for major and junior league players. Late reg-
istration cost increases to $60, $70, $100 and $110.
 AMILL and AA ball will be played at the Center 
fi eld and Major and Junior League games will be played 
in cooperation with county leagues at the Center, G.T. 
Bray Park, Bradenton, and Birdie Tebbetts Field in 
Holmes Beach.
 Anna Maria Island Little League day will take place 
at McKechnie Field in Bradenton Sunday, March 2, as 
Bradenton’s own Pittsburgh Pirates take on the Tampa 
Bay Rays. Each registered AMILL player will receive 
one free ticket to this afternoon spring-training game. 
And affordable tickets will be available from AMILL 
for Little League-player family members. 
 For more information, contact AMILL president 

Anna Maria Island Community 
Center basketball schedule

Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Jan. 16 Ralph’s vs. WCAC

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Jan. 17 Sun vs. Paradise 
8 p.m. Jan. 22 Lumber vs. Paradise 

Division II (ages 10-11)
7 p.m. Jan. 17 Kumon vs. Jessie’s
7 p.m. Jan. 22 Dips vs. Jessie’s

Division III (ages 8-9)
7 p.m. Jan. 16  LPAC vs. Duncan 
6 p.m.  Jan. 17  Bistro vs. Ross 
6 p.m.  Jan. 22  Orthopedic vs. Ross 

Instructional League (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Jan. 16 BeachHouse  vs. Oyster Bar

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE
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CONGRATULATIONS

Susan Klement
2007 Associate of the Year

www.smithrealtors.com
main 941.778.0777 or rentals 941.778.0770

5382 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach • FL • 34217

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

DUPLEX, 2BR/2BA & 2BR/1BA, HOLMES BEACH  $424,900

DIRECT GULFFRONT W/ITH 3BR $1,499,000

OOOOOOUTSTANDING 4BR/5BA HOME, DEEP CANAL, POOL  $1,495,000

3BR/2BA, CANAL, DOCK, SOUTHERN EXPOSURE $595,000

LARGE LOT WITH GULF VIEWS $1,600,000

Mike Brusso at 941-778-2838.

Register now for senior games
 Senior athletes can sign up now for the 2008 Gulf 
Coast Senior Games, which take place Feb. 19-24 at 
a variety of locations in and around Bradenton. The 
Senior Games, which is entering it’s 19th year of pro-
viding sporting competition for athletes 50 years young 
and up in 20 different events.

SPORTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

First water tower at new home in Cortez
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 The original drinking water supply tower in Cortez 
has come to roost where it will be most appreciated in its 
dotage, from start to fi nish a part of the individuality that 
characterizes the historic fi shing village and its people. 
 The tower was built in the 1920s and operated by 
Charlie and Susie Guthrie, pioneers and business entre-
preneurs who built the cistern of cypress wood at their 
home at 124th Street and 45th Avenue. They pumped it 
full from their well and let gravity deliver the water to 
about eight homes on either side of their house. They 
owned some of those houses, too, renting them to other 
fi shing families. 
 The big covered tank, 12 feet in diameter and 12 
feet tall at the peak of its roof, was of 1-inch cypress 
and it survives intact to this day, except for one miss-
ing board and minor deterioration at the bottom of the 
staves that soon will be fi xed. 
 Longtime Cortezian John MacDonald said the 
tower was up on stilts from the 1920s on, and that 
Guthrie built a rental apartment under the cistern. 
 Before the Guthrie system, villagers carried buck-
ets of water home from wells at the Albion Inn and 
the school, which now houses the Florida Maritime 
Museum. Even after the central cistern was running, 
those not within reach still carried their water home 
themselves. The cistern served until Manatee County 
water service arrived. 
  Calvin Bell rescued it from oblivion, as he has so 
many artifacts of his beloved hometown. He stored it 
on a trailer on a lot he owns near the Cortez post offi ce, 
gave the museum the heavy old tank, and last week 
towed it there with his forklift. Original owner Mrs. 
Guthrie was Bell’s aunt, said Johnson.
 The big tank will be up on its supports in time for 
the Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival Feb. 16-17, 
said Roger Allen, museum director and manager of 
Cortez historic sites for Manatee County. It won’t be 

full of water, though. 
 The whole affair, from birth in the 1920s through 
operations through rescue and re-installation, from 
the Guthries to Calvin Bell, is a triumph of the private 
enterprise that has powered the village from the late 
1800s, Allen noted. 

The 1920s vintage cistern has been relocated to the Florida Maritime Museum site. Islander Photo: Paul Roat

In Red Square
Jay and Terry Erickson of Holmes Beach traveled to 
Russia in July, where they visited St. Basil’s Cathe-
dral in Red Square. The famous cathedral was com-
missioned by Ivan the Terrible and built on the edge 
of Red Square between 1555 and 1561. Legend has 
it that on completion of the church, the tsar ordered 
architect Postnik Yakovlev to be blinded to prevent 
him from ever creating anything to rival its beauty. 
The couple took a 14-day river cruise from Moscow 
to St. Petersburg, as well as celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of their traveling companions, Ruth and 
Angelo Qualich of Bradenton.

Reach more than 
20,000 people 

weekly with your 
ad –for as little as 

$12.00!
778-7978

www.islander.org

 Seniors can choose among archery, basketball 
shooting, billiards, bocce, bowling, bridge, cribbage, 
cycling, golf, horseshoes, lawn bowling, punt-pass-
kick, racquetball, 5K road race, shuffl eboard, swim-
ming, table tennis and track and fi eld.
 The cost to register is $12 with every entrant receiv-
ing a senior games T-shirt. There is an additional fee 
of $2 for each event/activity entered. To register or for 
more information, call 941-742-5923.
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Beach & Marina Residence Club
Sales Center: 5325 Marina Drive

Local 941.778.1124
Toll Free 866.778.8433

www.TidemarkResorts.com

To view the full development plans,
visit the Sales Center today.

Specifications subject to change. This advertising material is being used for the purpose of soliciting sales of a vacation ownership plan.
Some services require an additional fee. Rendering is an artist’s conceptual illustration; actual details subject to change.

I N T R O D U C I N G  A N N A  M A R I A ’ S  O N LY  
B E A C H  A N D  M A R I N A  R E S I D E N C E  C L U B .  

limited ownership opportunities
available starting at $155,000

o Gulf-front and marina residences

o Pools, fitness center and spa

o Club lodge featuring a private owners’

lounge and game room

o Exclusive owner amenities and services

o 62-slip marina and club boats

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar-white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, 
see the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS: Now available several 1-2BR units, 
bayfront, pool-side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On site rentals. 
Priced $249,000-$359,900. 941-778-2246.

RESORT IN PARADISE: Tropical landscaping surrounds six 
charming units steps from beach. Immaculate, family owned and 
clientele keep coming back. Possible owner fi nancing. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #529518. $1,650,000.

TWO LONGBOAT KEY duplexes. One 200x90 lot. Four 2BR/2BA 
occupied units. Private area, property backs up to bayfront com-
munity park with 32 acres of walking trails and native vegetation.  
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #340422. $789,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $899,500.

EXQUISITE Gulf views and luxury amenities. 3BR/2.5BA. Crown 
moldings accent high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops 
and stainless appliences. Designer-perfect furnishings. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #551496. $1,599,000.

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT. Panoramic views from this charming 
2BR residence with southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk to the beach. Dave 
Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #566887. $1,185,000.

SARASOTA BAYFRONT. Over 150-feet of direct bayfront on north 
end of Longboat Key with deep water. 3BR/3BA with spectacular, 
panoramic water views plus six-slip boathouse.  Well-maintained 
home. Renovate, expand or build new. Almost 3/4 acre of privacy!  
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #368731. $2,995,000.

BIMINI BAY VISTA! What a view here! Great 
location for boater, no bridges to Gulf, 10,000 
pound lift. Home features vaulted ceilings, 
open plan and atrium entry. Karen Day, 941-
778-2246. #568255. $849,000.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT. Well-
maintained 3BR/2BA canalfront residence 
with open fl oor plan. Private setting with 
new dock, paver brick patio and drive and 
excellent Island location. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #564733. $549,500.

BLOCK FROM BAY. Palma Sola 3BR/3BA 
home. Approx 2500 square feet, tile, carpet, 
two A/C units, 1BR/BA and den down – perfect 
guest suite. Large screened deck with hot tub. 
Sprinkler system on well. Denny DeLarco, 
941-751-0670. #567044. $369,777.

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

INCOME – annual tenant in place! End unit 
– bright and new! 3BR/2BA Hidden Lake 
condo, vaulted ceiling, screened lanai, one-car 
attached garage, lakeview, pool, spa, fi tness. 
Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 941-778-
2246. #523475. $290,000.

VILLAGE GREEN END unit! Corner, dead-end, 
quiet street. Large. rooms, great space and 
fl ow. Double garage with storm reinforced 
door. D model with new roof, screened, over-
size lanai. Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray, 
941-778-2246. #560335. $205,000.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, open 
fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #520397. 
$949,500

SERVICES Continued

LOCK AROUND THE Clock: Island locksmith and owner 
Bob Woods. Licensed, bonded and insured. 941-778-
1661 or 941-713-4414. 

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152.

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay close 
to home. We provide full house checking services - when 
and what you need - to ensure your house is secure and 
cared for while you are away. Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail 
check.my.house@verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 years 
experience all phases of nail care. Gift boutique, nail 
products, handbags, jewelry and sunglasses. 9908 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an appointment. Now offering 
in-home pedicure services. 941-713-5244.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and best 
on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy customers. 
941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, pal-
metto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, irriga-
tion, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for prices. 
941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available for 
private parties, corporate events and golf tournaments. 
Call 781-367-0339.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home and busi-
ness specialist. On-site service, virus/spyware, cleanup, 
system setup, upgrades, diagnosis and repair, internet/wire-
less networking, custom system design. 941-224-1069.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experience, all 
duties and appointments. Please call Diana 941-545-7114.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigeration. 
Commercial and residential service, repair and/or replace-
ment. Serving Manatee County and the Island since 1987. 
For dependable, honest and personalized service, call 
William Eller, 941-795-7411. CAC184228.

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria Island.

SERVICES Continued

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional creates a 
portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.jackelka.com. 
941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing massage in the 
comfort of your home. Call today for an appointment, 941-
795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years experi-
ence. References available. For a reasonable price, call 
Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION, your home or 
mine. Live in or out. All needs attended. 941-748-3247, 
941-713-7380.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, friendly 
service since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave message.

AERIAL IMAGES loftylens.com. $99.99 New Year’s spe-
cial for the month of January, 7-10 high-resolution aerial 
images of your property. We also have stock aerial photos 
on our Web site for $29.95. Contact Kerry at 941-915-
0058 or kerry@loftylens.com for more information.

WANT A HEALTHY body? Healthy weight, eat right, sleep 
well, no medications, active lifestyle, lose weight and keep 
it off. Amazing program! Let us Help You! Take Shape for 
Life certifi ed health coaches #17088001, Diane Darrow 
and Dale Jundt. Call 941-345-3475 or e-mail dgjbison1@
aol.com.

PRIVATE HOME COMPANION/caregiver. Light house-
keeping, meal prep and small errands. References avail-
able. 941-730-1658.

AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN services. Over 25 years expe-
rience. Island resident. Free estimates. 941-778-5746.

FRAMING/REMODELING/CUSTOM decks and stairs. 
Local islander, licensed and insured. Over 18 years expe-
rience. References upon request. Call LoJax Construc-
tion LLC. 941-448-7369, ask for Logan. Quality work is 
guaranteed!

CHRISTIAN LADIES WILL clean your condo or house. 
Dependable and honest. 941-739-1176.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read Wednes-
day’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.islander.org. 
And it’s FREE!

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and com-
mercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, landscaping, 
cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. Your 
complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape mainte-
nance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, sod, shell. Many 
references and insured. Please call 941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree trim-
ming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 1988. Chris, 
941-778-2837.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your landscape 
needs. Shell $42/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping and 
property management. 15 years Island experience. Licensed 
and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 941-224-8569.

TREE-TRIMING SALE, half off regular prices. Guaran-
teed lowest prices. 12-year resident. Cell 941-951-1833.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/exte-
rior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island references. Bill 
941-795-5100.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town and the 
best results from classifi ed ads and service advertising!



32  JAN. 16, 2008  THE ISLANDER

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

ANSWERS TO JAN. 16 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANSW
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1 Here is Frida, 

9-week-
old female, 
Rottweiler-mix 
pup, rescued 
from a shelter. 
$150 fee 
includes spaying/
microchip. Call 
Julie at SunCoast 

Real Estate, 941-779-0202, or the Manatee 
Humane Society, 941-747-8808, for adoption.Massage by Nadia

941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Painting Services

773-7996

Licensed and Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION. Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed and 
insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. License 
#CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island service 
since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free estimates, 
no overtime charges. Now certifying back fl ow at water 
meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. All 
phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty years 
experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober and prompt. 
Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handyman, 
light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pressure washing 
and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. Call 
Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. Island 
resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take pride in my 
work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 941-779-0120 or 
941-376-0541.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renovations. 
Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, tile, all fl oor 
coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 941-524-0088.

KITCHEN AND BATH remodeling and custom car-
pentry for your home or condo. Florida state licensed 
builder. CBC1255132. Call John, Gulf Construction. 
28 years of experience. 941-773-6808.

HANDYMAN SERVICES: OVER 35 years experience. 
Licensed and insured. Electrical, plumbing, carpentry, 
tile, painting, power washing, rescreening and remodel-
ing. Forrest Parks Inc. 941-737-5967. Emergency calls, 
941-708-0676.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. Lifetime 
warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-home consulta-
tion. Island references, 15 years experience. 941-778-
3526 or 730-0516.

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive distributor: 
Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, courteous esti-
mates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. Lic. # CBC1253145. 
941-730-5045.

VINYL SIDING, SOFFIT/fascia installation. Professional 
service backed with 30 years experience. Licensed and 
insured, free estimates. Craig Vinyl and Aluminum Inc. 
941-794-3974.

MASTERS OF RENOVATION! Skilled and professional 
handyman services. Call today for a free estimate. 941-
580-3312.

RENTALS RENT fast when you advertise in The 
Islander.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals in 
Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in a Key 
West-style home on a large corner lot. Each unit has 
3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped kitchen. Heated 
pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your clothes and a tooth-
brush and enjoy. www.apalmbreeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/2BA, Gulf views. $1,200/month 
includes water, cable TV, washer and dryer. 104 31st St., 
Holmes Beach. CoastLine Accommodations, 941-779-9500.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer and 
dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the street on 
the water. $2,400/month. 813-677-7477.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beautiful 
Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 941-721-
4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA furnished. 
Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis court. Covered 
parking. No pets, smoking. Coin laundry. Minimum two 
months. Seasonal rates. First, last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA. Great neighbor-
hood, steps to beach, across from bay. $900/month. Call 
941-737-9662.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with bal-
cony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly rental. 
Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 

ALL FUR LUV
Mobile Mobile Dog GroomingDog Grooming

One on one personal care!One on one personal care!
Our shop on wheels comes to you!Our shop on wheels comes to you!

941.896.5633941.896.5633

“Ask for Juli”15 years experience15 years experience

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807

Sunny Beach Tile Inc. 
Custom Showers • Tub Surrounds • Back Splashes 
Tile Floors • Bamboo and All Laminated Flooring 

Vinyl Planking • VCT and Rubber Floors
30 years Experience • Island Resident

Call David, 524-0058 
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Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F
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78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 1BR/1BA 
or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, shopping, restau-
rants. 941-778-3426. Web site 2spinnakers.com. 

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue F, 
Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/month-plus. 
Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-1950.

FOR RENT: ANNA Maria. Beautiful remodeled 3BR/2BA, 
200 feet from the Gulf. Available January 2008-March 
2008. Weekly or monthly. Call 941-778-7933.

AVAILABLE RENTALS FOR winter 2008. 1BR/1BA 
apartment, central Holmes Beach, $1,750/month. 
2BR/1BA apartment, west of Gulf Drive, $1,900-
$2,000/month. 2BR/2BA north Anna Maria home, 
$2,600/month. 3BR/2BA home, Bean Point area, 
$3,200/month. 3BR/2BA great Gulf views, Anna 
Maria, $3,600/month. 2BR/2BA, canal and pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,300/month. 3BR/2BA pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,800/month. Luxury Gulffront 
condo, Holmes Beach, $5,600/month. Luxury 
3BR/2BA with Jacuzzi, north Anna Maria, $5,600/
month. Some available weekly or monthly. Call Green 
Real Estate, 941-778-0455. www.greenreal.com. 

ANNUAL RENTALS: Anna Maria 2BR/1BA screened 
lanai, washer and dryer, $890/month. Fran Maxon Real 
Estate, 941-778-2307. franmaxonrealestate.com

VACATION RENTALS: AVAILABLE winter 2008. Starting 
at $2,100/month or $750/week. Call Fran Maxon Real 
Estate, 941-778-2307. franmaxonrealestate.com 

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and out. 
Available January and April. Call 813-245-0428.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $800/month, heated pool, washer 
and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, water, sewer and 
trash included. 202-A Haverkos Court. First fl oor, refer-
ence and lease. 941-720-1006

ISLAND PARADISE HOME Jewfish Key: 3BR/2BA. 
Accessed by boat only. Relax, watch dolphins and osprey 
from your own gazebo, fi sh from own dock. Deep-water 
dockage for 40-foot plus. $3,000/monthly or $2,000 plus 
utilities annually. Call 865-850-6137 or 941-383-1301.

SUNSHINE VILLA 2BR/2BA split plan. New carpet, Florida 
room, garage, laundry room with work area and washer 
and dryer. 1,300 square feet, convenient to White Avenue 
Beach. Reduced to $1,195/month. 941-778-1589.

3BR/3BA two-car garage home with dock on salt-
water canal. Open fl oor plan, fi ve minutes to Intrac-
oastal by boat, large lanai. San Remo Shores subdi-
vision. $1,375/month plus deposit. 941-524-6773.

BRADENTON BEACH 1BR/1BA. Turnkey furnished, short 
walk to beach. $1,600/month. Call 941-374-4530.

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across from 
beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and spring dates 
available. Almost Beach Apartments. 941-778-2374.

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL 1BR/1BA, two blocks to beach. New paint 
and carpet. Cable and telephone included. Available Jan. 
5-March 20. $1,600/month. 941-779-1112.

DIRECT GULFFRONT, beautifully furnished 2BR/2.5BA. 
Beach, pool, tennis court. Bi-monthly or monthly. 941-
794-8877.

ANNUAL RENTAL: Canalfront 2BR/2BA home. Furnished 
with dock. $1600/month. Call Joan Zak, T. Dolly Young 
Real Estate, 941-778-1069.

LARGE DUPLEX 2,000 square feet with garage in Sunny 
Shores. Quiet, close to everything including beaches. 
Available now $900/month. 941-749-1238.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month. $1,000 security. 941-
962-5827. 

ANNUAL RENTAL, NORTH Beach Village 3BR/2.5BA. 
Two-car garage, storage, screened lanai and pool. 
$1,700/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate 941-778-2307. 
franmaxonrealestate.com 

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE. 3BR/2.5BA, 2.5-car 
garage, maintenance, pool and refuse included. Annual 
$1,250/month. 941-778-9710.

SEASONAL ANNA MARIA: 3BR/2BA house on open-
water canal with hot tub, boat dock, steps to beaches 
and city piers. Available now, $2,500/month or $900/week. 
Call: Deborah Thrasher, Re/Max Excellence, 941-518-
7738. www.fl gulfcoast.net.

ANNUAL RENTALS: BEAUTIFUL larger 2BR/2BA. Florida 
room, dishwasher, carport, close to beach $1,000/month. 
2BR/1BA $725/month, 2BR/2BA $725/month. 1BR/1BA 
$700/month. Small, older house $800/month. No pets. 
Dolores M. Baker Realty. 941-778-7500.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 4BR/3BA. Fenced yard with pool. 
Pets O.K. $1,800/month plus utilities. Call 703-867-6173.

FEBRUARY AND MARCH seasonal availability, can-
cellations. 2BR/2BA Westbay Cove condo. Close to all 
services and beach. Trolley nearby, tennis, heated pool. 
Call Sharon at Old Florida Realty, 941-778-3377 or 941-
713-9096.

SEASONAL 2BR/2BA fully equipped ground fl oor with 
pool. No smoking, no pets. 941-778-9576.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, fur-
nished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. Call 941-
758-9133.

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA with pool 
$1,100/month. Longboat Village home, all updated 2BR/1BA 
$2,500/month. Key Royale 3BR/2BA with pool and boat 
dock, $1,000/week. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home with fenced 
yard $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex with pool 
and close to beaches, $1,000/month. 2BR/2BA Island 
duplex, completely renovated, $1,100/month. 3BR/2BA 
northwest Bradenton home with great yard and neighbor-
hood, $1,500/month. Please call Anna Maria Gulf Coast 
Properties, 941-782-5609.

CHARMING 2BR/2BA ELEVATED duplex in Bradenton 
Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach $975/month. 
Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. March 2008 plus January 
and March 2009 rental available. Beachfront, 2600 Gulf 
Drive, Bradenton Beach. 813-781-7562.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA Holmes Beach, renovated. $895/
month, garbage and yard service included. More at: http://
goff-club.com/206B. 941-795-0504.

ANNUAL 2BR/2BA elevated duplex, storage, washer-
dryer hookups, covered parking. 2415 Ave. C. $950/
month. 941-778-0954.

WATERFRONT VILLA: 2BR/2BA annual with a great view in 
Holmes Beach. $1,000/month. Available Feb. 1. 970-846-7394.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH rental. 3BR/2BA, upstairs 
duplex, clean with big yard. No pets. $1,100/month. Call 
941-725-4190.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL rental. 2BR/1.5BA updated 
kitchen, utility room with washer and dryer. Covered car-
port with shed. First, last and security deposit, plus utili-
ties. 941-779-2265.

GORGEOUS 3-4/BR TOWNHOUSE at Sunbow Bay for 
rent February and March. Just a stone’s throw from the 
beach and all beautifully decorated. Offers welcome as 
we were selling and now decided to keep this great holi-
day home. Please, call 011-44-2085080332 or e-mail at 
sandypfl orida@aol.com.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located steps 
to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two fl oors above 
parking. Remodeled interior and exterior. $350,000, Call 
813-245-0428. 

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 2BR/1.5BA, 
elevated, park under building. Two deeded lots, one 
duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, large 
living room, pool, storm shutters, $479,000. 941-722-0640 
or 941-301-9088.

REAL ESTATE Continued

COMPLETELY RENOVATED MOBILE home. 2BR/1BA. 
Nice size lot 16th Street, West Bradenton. $69,500. 941-
538-0225.

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps to the 
beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. Boat dock 
and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-245-0428.

VILLAGE  GREEN VILLA: $144,900. 2BR/2BA. Must 
Sell. New Carpet and paint. Only 10 minutes to beach. 
Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker 941-725-4425.

SPACIOUS 1BR/1BA condo (917 square feet). Covered 
parking, fi shing pier, two pools, boat dock, tennis court 
and elevator. End unit in excellent condition, turnkey fur-
nished. $255,000. 941-779-0005.

OPEN HOUSE 10-2 Sunday, Jan. 20 Martinique 
South, top fl oor with best view and access. 2BR/2BA 
remodeled with garage, security. $599,000. 5200 
Gulf Drive N, Unit 604, Holmes Beach Call Paul 
Mitchell 941-737-3424, Ted Geeraerts Real Estate.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA Bradenton 
Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style furnishings, washer 
and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, stainless steel. Com-
plex has pool, spa, tennis court, boat slips, fi shing pier. 
$499,000. Owner at 941-388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

LOT FOR MOBILE Home. Water view. Boat ramp avail-
able. Finally reasonable Florida living! $120,000. 513-
470-3851.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) condo 
2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, very well 
equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing pier. Elevator, 
garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-778-2042 or fvan-
mechelen@hotmail.com.

CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with two pools. 
Great location, 55-plus. www.cfl realestateonline.com/
condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

FIRST-FLOOR, LAKEFRONT condominium, unit 6442 
with attached garage. Hidden Lake condominium. 1,619 
sq. ft. $239,900. Open noon-4pm Friday-Sunday,. Minutes 
to beach, walk to shopping. 941-761-0807. 

PINE AVENUE 3,500 square feet building, 575 square 
feet offi ce. ROR zone, 7,550 square feet lot. $825,000. 
941-224-0505, owner/broker.

REAL ESTATE Continued

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer has 
decided to sell his personal winter residence in Hidden 
Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exquisitely decorated 
with many upgrades. First fl oor, 2BA/2BA, den, one-car 
attached garage, screened lanai, lakefront, and minutes 
to beach. $309,900. Open noon-4 Friday-Sunday or call 
for appointment. 941-761-0807.

204 57th STREET Holmes Beach. 3BR/2.5BA home 
plus 1BR/1BA apartment. One story, one block to beach. 
$495,000. 941-224-0505, owner/broker.

RIVER/BAY-VIEW, luxury townhome, 2,500 square feet. 
3BR3.5BA plus bonus room. Two-car garage, custom 
upgrades. Balconies and lanai. Quiet area, community 
heated pool, nature trail and pier. $359,900. 941-794-
3287 or 941-704-9886.

WATERFRONT DEALS: Palma Sola Bay 2BR townhouse with 
pool and boat dock, $230,000. Key Royale 3BR/2BA updated 
with pool, spa and boat dock. 10 percent down creative fi nanc-
ing at $799,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

NORTHWEST BRADENTON remodeled home. 3BR/2BA 
two-car garage. Family room, lanai, large fenced back-
yard. No homeowner fees. A great condo alternative. No 
fl ood zone. Priced at $319,900. 10 percent down creative 
fi nancing. Call owner/agent 941-356-1456.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND Club. 2BR/2BA Gulffront, remod-
eled in 2005. Everything new. $850,000. 813-781-7562.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, Jan. 13 Noon-3 Westbay Point 
and Mooring. 6400 Flotilla Drive, unit #63, lower, corner 
unit. Newly decorated, new kitchen, open floor plan, 
2BR/2BA, turnkey furnished. $575,000. 401-497-6327.

TOWNHOUSE IN SUNBOW Bay. Waterfront, small boat 
is O.K. 3BR/3BA, two pools, tennis, lush landscaping, 150-
yard private fi shing pier. Perfect retirement/vacation home. 
Reduced from 500,000 to 450,000. Owner: 941-228-3489.

HIGHLY DESIRED LOCATION in west Bradenton. Off 
75th Street. 3BR/2BA, 1,700 square feet. Minutes to shop-
ping, beach and hospital. $239,900. 941-778-4588.

ATTENTION BOATERS! Key West-style home in Cortez 
with deeded boat slip. Open 1-3pm Sunday, Jan. 20. Cove 
Sound north on 127th Street, Cortez. $1,175,000. Call 
Lynn Parker, Rosebay Real Estate, 941-321-2736.

LUXURY 2BR/2BA CONDO with full Gulf view and 
deeded beach. Remodeled and newly furnished. Ameni-
ties galore, secure complex. Reduced to $749,000. Call 
Arline Spino of RoseBay Real Estate at 941-232-3971 
or 941-751-0582.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

212 S. Harbor Drive 
New 3BR/3BA canalfront with 
pool. Only block to beach! 
Hardwood floors and granite. 
Great value! 

$969,000.

3204 Sixth Avenue 
Palm Isle Village, adorable 
newly built 2BR Hemingway-
style cottage. Furnished and 
just steps to beach! 

$585,000. 

306 S. Gulf Drive
The Gulf beach is your back-
yard! Currently a duplex rental! 
C2 zoning offers so many pos-
sibilities! 

$1,790,000. 

102 36th St. 
Exclusive Palm Gables! Gorgeous Gulffront condo richly furnished and exquisitely fi nished, featuring deep 
crown moldings, custom cabinetry, high coffered ceilings and more. Sliders from living room open wide to large 
lanai for awe-inspiring Gulf views.                                                                                 $1,750,000. 

105 81st St 
Adorable home, two houses from 
beach on quiet street. 3BR/2BA 
with a separate 2BR/1BA moth-
er-in-law.

 $949,000.

INTRODUCING

PRICE REDUCED

2500 Gulf Drive 
New Gulffront! 3BR/3BA with 
two-car garage and pool. Hard-
wood fl oors, granite, pool and 
amazing views! 

$1,349,000.

 

408 South Bay Blvd
Spectacular views! Stunning 
with vaulted ceilings and sliders 
across back. 2BR plus den and 
bonus room! 

$1,399,000.

 

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

REAL ESTATE Continued

GULFFRONT WITH BEAUTIFUL sunsets in this 2BR/2BA 
remodeled and furnished condo. Gulf and bay screened 
lanais. Reduced to $499.000. Call Arline Spino of Rose-
bay Real Estate at 941-232-3971 or 941-751-0572.

DIRECT BAYFRONT Runaway Bay 2BR/2BA. Com-
pletely new interiors, new air conditioners in 2008, new 
roof, new electric, kitchen and all appliances. Great rental 
income or second home! Very spacious condo with true 
professional turnkey furnishings. $469,999. Call George, 
312-321-7501.

DIRECT GULFFRONT STUDIO condo at Club Bamboo 
South on Bradenton Beach. Professional interiors and 
immaculate. Stainless steel, crown moldings, granite coun-
ter tops, private balcony, on-site management. Great rental 
income and more! $389,000. Call George, 312-321-7501.

REAL ESTATE Continued

MINUTES TO BEACHES. Gorgeous vacation condo. 
Totally updated and upgraded! You won’t fi nd a nicer 
condo for this price! New wood fl ooring, carpet, paint, 
washer and dryer. Furnished. Heated community pool, 
clubhouse and tennis courts. $109,900. Chard Winheim, 
Horizon Realty, 941-713-6743.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

TENNESSEE-AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on pris-
tine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles of shoreline. 
Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-5253 or visit www.
lakesiderealty-tn.com.

KENTUCKY FARM LAND: 75 acres. Approximately 35 
acres of open land, big creek, paved road, city water. 
Located in Owsley County. $150,000. Owner will consider 
fi nancing. Owner/agent 828-361-1051.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAIN home sites from $59,900, 
minutes to Asheville, N.C. Enjoy sweeping mountain 
vistas, a mile of riverfront, walking/fi tness trails and more. 
Amenities include gated entrance, lodge and riverside 
barbcue. Excellent fi nancing available. Call for more info 
or to schedule tour. 877-890-5253, ext. 3484, www.seeriv-
erhighlandsnc.com. Offer void where prohibited by law.

LAKEFRONT SALE! 3.2 acres $44,900 with deep, dock-
able water. Huge winter savings on gorgeous wooded 
acreage. Boat directly to Gulf of Mexico! Must see! Excel-
lent fi nancing. Call about, no closing costs special. 800-
564-5092, ext. 954.

DON’T FORGET! The Islander has “mullet” T-shirts. Stop 
in our offi ce at 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach or order 
online www.islander.org.

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com
INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

KEY ROYALE. Brand new 4BR/5BA. Elevator, two 
fi replaces, 28x32 greatroom, heated pool, canal/dock 
and view down canal to bayou. $1,990,000. 

TWO TOWNHOUSES. Two story, 2BR/1.5BA 
each side.  Decks and covered parking.  Ground fl oor 
tile throughout.  Stone’s throw to beach.  Show any-
time! $620,000.

LARGE OFFICE AND LARGE APARTMENT in the 
center of the Holmes Beach shopping area. Lots of stor-
age and over 3,000 sq.ft. under roof. Zoned for duplex 
and has 12,844 sq. ft. of land. $550,000.

CANAL HOME IN BAY PALMS subdivision of Holmes 
Beach Beautifully maintained 3/4 BR/2BA. Fresh paint, 
huge heated pool. The 29-foot lanai with hot tub and the 
29-foot fl orida room provide a sense of carefree living. New 
impact glass windows throughout, maintained free yard with 
total privacy. Lots of value $549,000

GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD Priced to sell, this duplex 
features 3BR/2.5BA across from bay. $459,000.
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