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Island Bridge 
renovation 
ready for 

February start
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The start of the $9.14 million renovation of the 
Anna Maria Island Bridge has been delayed until Feb. 
4, a month later than the Florida Department of Trans-
portation indicated when it announced the project last 
year.
 The change was needed as the DOT and contrac-
tor Quinn Construction Co. of Palmetto had to agree 
on a new contract that calls for the bridge on Manatee 
Avenue/State Road 64, linking Anna Maria Island to 
the mainland, to be fully closed to vehicular traffi c for 
45 days beginning Sept. 29. The original start date was 
Jan. 7, with a 75-day bridge closure.
  A public outpouring of objections from Island busi-
nesses, elected offi cials and residents, however, forced 
the DOT to re-examine the length of the original clos-
ing, along with the start and end dates for the closure. 
Originally, the DOT had planned to close the bridge 
April 1, but Island business owners argued — success-
fully — that this date was still during the heart of the 
tourist season and any bridge closure at this time could 
well ruin many of the smaller restaurants, motels and 
retail shops that depend upon tourism dollars for their 
economic survival.
 DOT’s director of operations for the Bartow area, 
Deborah Hunt told the Manatee County Commission 
last October that her information gained from tourism 
industry sources in Manatee County had indicated tour-
ism on the Island ended the week after Easter, which 
this year falls on March 23.
 DOT spokesperson Audrey Clarke said the addi-
tional 30 days before the start of the project was also 
needed by Quinn to rearrange work schedules and allow 
sub-contractors to adjust their work schedules.
 Clarke said the Feb. 4 start date is just for the 
“mobilization” phase of the planned 400-day project, 
which is scheduled to conclude on March 10, 2009. 
During the “set-up process,” Clarke said traffi c fl ow 
on the bridge should not be affected.
 PB Americas Inc., the construction management 
team hired by the DOT to oversee the work of Quinn, 

DOT to hold public 
meeting on Island bridge 

project Jan. 17
 The Florida Department of Transportation 
will hold a public meeting on the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge renovation project from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
 A project-specifi c Web site at www.ami-
bridgerehab.com  should be available for public 
viewing in the very near future, DOT spokes-
person Audrey Clarke said. In addition, Clarke 
said that after Jan. 15, she will have a local 
telephone number available for the public to 
call to obtain bridge construction information.

Sunlight fi lters through the canopy surrounding the channel at Grassy Point in Holmes Beach. The area is 
slated to become more accessible to the public in 2008. For more about Grassy Point, see page 12. 
Islander Photo: Molly McCartney

Suicide victim’s body found off Key Royale

A law enforcement offi cer looks from the dock where 
a Holmes Beach resident found a body on Jan. 2. The 
body was identifi ed as that of Dustin J. Benson, 19, 
who had jumped from the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
Dec. 29. Islander Photo: Milton Simmons

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Milton W. Simmons was just being neighborly Jan. 
2, out checking stone crab traps for an out-of-town 
friend when he came across a body.
 The body was identifi ed as that of Dustin J. Benson, 
19, of Palm Harbor, who jumped from the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge on Dec. 29.
 Simmons, who lives on Key Royale Drive with his 
wife, goes out regularly to check crab traps behind his 
home. On Jan. 2, he decided to check his neighbor’s 
traps as well.
 “I was just going down the seawall with my bucket,” 
Simmons said.
 The tide was low, drawing lots of birds to the fl ats 
and a nearby sandbar.
 Simmons spotted something by the edge of the 
water. “I thought I saw a black plastic bag,” he said.
 He walked closer, saw also what he thought 
looked like a brown plastic bag and thought, “That’s 
strange.”
 As Simmons neared the objects, he saw that the 
plastic bags were clothes — a pair of brown shorts and 
a black T-shirt — on a body.
 Still, Simmons wasn’t sure what he was seeing.
 “I thought someone was pulling a prank,” he 
said.
 “Then I saw the tattoos on his back,” he said of the 
dead man lying face down in the water.
 Simmons next called 911.
 Law enforcement personnel arriving to the scene 
on the waterfront in the 650 block of Key Royale 
Drive quickly suspected that Benson’s body had been 
found.
 Benson, according to the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, was last seen fi shing and drinking on 
the bridge early Dec. 29. Friends saw Benson arguing 
on his cell phone, according to a news release from 
HCSO, then “the friends missed him and went to look 
for him. They discovered him on the northbound side 
of the bridge, approximately two-thirds of the way to 

the center span. The friends then observed Benson step 
off the bridge.”
 The U.S. Coast Guard and HCSO’s aviation team 
searched the water for Benson, but could not locate 
him.
 When Simmons called 911, Holmes Beach Police 
Department offi cers responded fi rst, followed by two 
detectives with HCSO, West Manatee Fire Rescue per-
sonnel and David Winterhalter of the medical exam-
iner’s offi ce. HCSO identifi ed Benson’s body, initially 
by the tattoos.

PLEASE SEE BRIDGE, NEXT PAGE
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said the work will include repair and resurfacing of 
concrete decks, repair of piles, seawalls, railings, 
rebalancing spans and cleaning and repairing of 
steel. Quinn will also employ lead-abatement pro-
cedures, renovate the control house, recondition the 
drive machinery for the drawbridge and replace the 
electrical power and control system used to raise and 
lower the draw.
 Hunt told Islanders last October that the renovation 
project is a stop-gap measure designed to extend the 
life of the bridge another 15-20 years while the DOT 
begins the long and tedious process of moving toward 
approval, funding and construction of a new bridge.
 Some Island business owners had wanted a new 
bridge built as quickly as possible, rather than rehabili-
tating the current structure, but Hunt quashed that idea, 
noting then in October 2007, that even by immediately 
beginning the planning phase, it would still take the 
DOT a minimum of seven years from start to fi nish, 
and that was assuming there were no glitches in the 
process. A more realistic view is 12-14 years to get a 
new bridge built and operational, she indicated. 
  The DOT has now formed the planning team to 
initiate the feasibility study required for a new bridge, 
Hunt said.
 The estimated cost of a new bridge, in today’s 
prices, was put at around $30-40 million.
 But the delay, while necessary because of the new 
contract, does not sit well with all Islanders.
 “We haven’t even started and we already have a 
delay,” observed Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford.
 “It’s not the end-all, but it raises a little red fl ag. I 
understand about the contract changes, but there’s not 
a lot of comfort to start,” she said, noting that the time 
frame for the bridge to be closed is from Sept. 30 to 
Nov. 15.
 While that’s usually a slow time of year for Island 
tourism, any further delay will have the bridge closed 
during the lucrative Thanksgiving holiday, a time when 
most Island accommodations are fully booked.
 And if it takes 75 days of bridge closure or longer 
to complete the repairs, that means the bridge is closed 
at the start of the always-busy Christmas holidays, Bar-

ford noted.
 “I don’t want to be pessimistic. I’m willing to hope 
for the best,” but at the same time, she said she has to be 
concerned for the health and safety of Anna Maria resi-
dents, who will have to travel the farthest of all Island-
ers to get to the mainland during the closure period.

Bridge construction set for Feb. 4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 With only a little less than two months of bridge 
closure before winter visitors and residents return, hur-
ricane season still on-going during those months and a 
history that few construction projects of this type ever 
fi nish on time or early, Barford said she wouldn’t be 
surprised at further delays.

Unhappy holiday
An 11-year-old girl from New England vacationing in the City of Anna Maria with her parents during the 
Christmas break suffered a head injury when she fell while skateboarding along a city sidewalk Dec. 24. The 
girl was fl own by Bayfl ite to Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg, but it was later determined she was not 
seriously injured in the accident. According to the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce report of the incident, the 
girl was not wearing a helmet at the time of the mishap. Islander Photo: Toni Lyons
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
Jan. 9, 10 a.m., fi reworks task force meeting.
Jan. 14, 7 p.m., code enforcement board meeting.
Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m., Phase II of drainage meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Jan. 10, 5 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting 
on land development code. 
Jan. 14, 3 p.m., scenic highway/WAVES committee 
meeting.
Jan. 17, 1 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Jan. 8, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Jan. 17, 10 a.m., code enforcement board meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org. 

Of Interest
Jan. 15, 3 p.m., Island Transportation Planning Orga-
nization meeting, Bradenton Beach City Hall.
Jan. 16, 7 p.m., Coalition of Barrier Island Elected 
Offi cials meeting, Bradenton Beach City Hall.

SAM meeting set 
for Jan. 12

 Save Anna Maria Inc. has scheduled a general 
meeting for 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The organization will hold nominations for new 
offi cers, as well as discuss Island-related issues such 
as the Anna Maria Island Bridge project. The Florida 
Department of Transportation is planning a major rehab 
of the bridge this year, as well as setting the ground-
work for a new bridge to the Island. 
 SAM members are expected to prepare to address 
the groups issues at the DOT meeting on the project at 5 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The rehab project had been scheduled to begin in 
early January but was delayed until Feb. 4. 
 Both the DOT meeting and the SAM meeting are 
open to the public.
 For more information about SAM, call Nancy Deal 
at 941-778-4255.
 For more information about the bridge project, visit 
www.amibridgerehab.com.

Cold snap hits Anna Maria Island

Beverly O’Brien of Anna Maria walks three mornings a week on the beach. Jan. 3 proved no exception, but 
O’Brien wore a lot more clothes than usual — jeans, a warm outer shell and a fl eece jacket. Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Islanders experienced sympathy pains with north-
ern friends and family as daytime temperatures last 
week plummeted to the high 30s.
 A cold snap hit Florida’s Gulf coast late New Year’s 
Day and lingered through Jan. 3. 
 “I don’t want to complain,” said Nancy Pickett of 
Holmes Beach. “My family is up there in Michigan 
where it’s much worse. But heck, I’m cold.”
 At the Manatee Public Beach early morning on 
Jan. 2, all-you-can-eat pancake enthusiasts sat in the 
enclosed dining room and watched frothy white-capped 
waves crash onto the shoreline.
 “Looks like Lake Michigan,” observed Milwaukee 
vacationer Trent Howard, his hands wrapped around a 
cup of hot coffee.
 The Howards — Trent, his wife and three children 
— were bundled up in sweatshirts. They had traveled 
too light — leaving ski jackets in the trunk of their 
car at Milwaukee’s General Mitchell International Air-
port.
 “We didn’t want any reminders of winter while 
we are here, so we left them behind,” said Melanie 
Howard. “Really, even 55 degrees isn’t too bad.”
 Vacationers Amy Maddox and Bruce Worth of 
Dubuque, Iowa, shrugged off the cold as well.
 “Do you have any idea what we’re avoiding?”
Worth said Jan. 2 as he waited to buy stamps at the 
Anna Maria post offi ce. The mercury in Anna Maria at 
mid-day was 57 degrees. In Dubuque, the temperature 
at mid-day was 12 degrees — and, with the wind chill 
factor, felt like 1 degree.
 As the sun began to set on Jan. 2, temperatures 
began to fall even more in the Manatee County area 
— to the low 30s early Jan. 3, which, with a wind chill 
factor, felt like 24. The National Weather Service issued 
a fl urry of warnings about gales, freezes, high surf, fi res 
and wind chills.
 “The very cold airmass will persist across central 
Florida through early Thursday,” the NWS reported 
from Ruskin. “Temperatures tonight (Thursday) will 
be signifi cantly colder than the readings experienced 
Wednesday morning and winds will remain strong and 
gusty.”
 The advisories were better for the Gulf coast than 
the East coast of the state, where the NWS reported on 
Jan. 2: “The cold temperatures combined with strong 
north to northeast winds are producing ocean-effect 
snow fl urries offshore and along the east central Florida 
coast. Flurries have already been reported in Volusia 
County near Holly Hill and Ormond Beach and the 

potential for additional fl urries exists from Brevard 
County southward through Indian River, St. Lucie and 
Martin Counties.”
 The last time fl urries were reported in east central 
Florida was Jan. 24, 2003.
 For Anna Maria Island residents, the cold snap 
provided the opportunity to show off winter wear, 
reminisce about winters up north, test furnaces and 
fi replaces and chat with strangers about the cold.
 “They might say the temperature is 50, but it feels 
like it’s freezing,” said Holmes Beach resident Minnie 
Conley, who suggested someone create a “Florida Chill 
Factor.” 
 Conley took her routine Wednesday morning walk, 
but it was not a typical trek. Instead of a pair of shorts 
and a T-shirt, she wore sweatpants and a ski parka — 
vintage 1979.
 “I don’t care for this one bit,” she said of the 
snap.
 The outlook for this week was better — with sun-
shine and temperatures in the mid-60s to low-70s and 
chances of a shower on Wednesday, Jan. 9.

Winter comes to Island
Visitors to the Anna Maria City Pier were in short supply Jan. 3 as a blast of cold weather and accompanying 
high winds sent white caps crashing against the pier and temperatures plunging. With a wind-chill tempera-
ture of just 43 degrees on the Island, the day seemed more suited to those found in northern climates. Florida 
weather had returned to normal by the weekend. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin
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Charge amended in Normand shooting
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A charge in the shooting of Sue Normand at 
her Island Mail & More store in Holmes Beach was 
amended last week to aggravated battery with a fi re-
arm.
 The initial charge against defendant Mark W. 
Koenigs had been attempted fi rst-degree murder.
 The change was detailed in a “notice of case action” 
fi led by assistant state attorney Lauren Berns at the 
Manatee County Courthouse in Bradenton.
 The case was brought to the state attorney’s offi ce 
by the Holmes Beach Police Department. HBPD Chief 
Jay Romine said last week, “It is always the decision of 
the state attorney on which charge they will fi le” and 
he indicated the reasoning behind the amended charge 
would be up to Berns to explain.
 Berns was not available last week to discuss the 
amended charge. A professor with Stetson University 
Law School said that to pursue an attempted murder 
charge, the state needed a clear indication that Koenigs 
wanted to kill Normand or that she could have been 
killed during the commission of another felony, such 
as armed robbery. 
 Aggravated battery with a firearm is a second-
degree felony charge punishable by up to 15 years in 
prison. A person commits aggravated battery when 
he/she intentionally or knowingly causes great bodily 
harm, permanent disability, or permanent disfi gurement 
or uses a deadly weapon, according to the Florida Stat-
utes.
 Normand said upon fi rst learning of the amended 
charge she was troubled, but after talking with Romine 
she said she felt assured that a conviction on aggravated 
battery with a fi rearm could result in the same amount 
of jail time as with the original charge of attempted 

murder.
 “It should be an easier charge to prove,” she said 
of the aggravated battery with a fi rearm charge.
 Koenigs, 54, was arrested Dec. 5, shortly after 
Normand was shot at her Island Mail & More store in 
Holmes Beach. Normand, 63, had just opened the store 
when a man, identifi ed by police as Koenigs, walked 
in, removed a 9-mm handgun from a box and shot her 
in the hip.
 Koenigs, who remained in the Manatee County jail 
on $2.4 million bond, was arrested on the shore in Bra-
denton Beach after being shot by two Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies who allege the suspect aimed 
a gun at them.
 In connection with the arrest in Bradenton Beach, 
Koenigs, who has refused to talk with authorities, also 
faces two counts of aggravated assault with a fi rearm.

 The MCSO and HBPD cases involving Koenigs 
had been fi led separately at the courthouse, but Berns’ 
notice of case action consolidated the two cases into 
one.
 Koenigs, represented by public defender Peter 
Belmont, will appear in court Jan. 18 for his arraign-
ment.
 Meanwhile, Normand continued last week to 
recover from her injury and surgery in Bradenton Beach 
accommodations for the duration of January.
 “I expect that hopefully when that period ends I 
can go home,” Normand said, adding that maneuvering 
around remains a challenge.
 She cannot return to her home in Holmes Beach 
until the elevated structure can be outfi tted with a lift, 
which is estimated to cost $14,000 to $18,000.
 Normand has received support Islandwide, with 
get-well wishes and fi nancial help via the Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce’s Bay of Dreams fund 
and www.supportsue.com, a campaign launched by 
family and friends.
 Normand also has received support from her busi-
ness colleages, the members of the Associated Mail and 
Parcel Centers, a trade group that represents business-
people in the shipping trade.
 “Sue has been a member for years,” said AMPC 
executive director Sandra Giarde. “AMPC has a great 
tradition of members supporting members. So we 
sent out a call to action to support www.supportsue.
com.”
 Normand opened Island Mail & More in the Anna 
Maria Island Centre Shops five years ago and has 
repeatedly said she’s anxious to return to work.
 “I did sneak in there on New Year’s Day when 
no one was around,” Normand said. But, she added, 
“Whenever I go out, it’s very tiring.”

Sue Normand at her store in early December. 
Islander Photo: Carrie Price

2008 arrives
Musician Robby Cox of Louisville, Ky., leads the crowd in a Johnny 
Cash cover song during the New Year’s Eve party at the Beach-
House Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach.

Nigel and Denise Bennington join the New Year’s party inside the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 
Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Playing at the moment? Aretha Franklin singing, “Respect.” 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

The annual Lester-Islander challenge to raise $50,000 
from readers of The Islander newspaper to match the 
gift of Chuck and Joey Lester again met its goal. We 
thank you all, each and every donation to the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center will help to make our 
Center and our community a greater place for young 
and old to live and play.

Thanks to you …
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WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

Island Family
Physicians

3909 East Bay Drive, Holmes Beach

Stephen G. Pelham, M.D. 
Scott L. Kosfeld, M.D. 

Valerie L. Fortunato, A.R.N.P.

New Patients Welcome

778-1007

For more information call
Hope Lutheran Church at 

(941) 755-3256
or visit us on the web:

www.hopelutheranfl .com

Hope Lutheran Church  LCMS

Announces A new 
Ministry on the Island

Please join us at 
5pm on Sundays

We meet at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

6608 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

Pamaro East: 
5465 University Pkwy. 

941-359-0025
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-5 

Pamaro North: 
7782 N. Tamiami Trail 

941-355-5619
Mon-Sat 10-5

Pamaro South: 
4586 S. Tamiami Trail 

941-923-3299
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-5

Pamaro Shop

Complimentary in-home design consultation.

Let us furnish your entire home. 
Every room, every style, every detail just right. 

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Wishes come true for 
Island groups

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Some holiday wishes came through for local non-profi t 
organizations in need of supplies and other donations.
 The big gifts on personal wish lists for the holidays 
included Wii, GPS gadgets and fl at-panel televisions. 
But a number of Island organizations — and mainland 
groups that provide services here — sought more rou-
tine items in The Islander’s annual Wishbook, which 
was published in late November.
 And they received them.
 “The school, Anna Maria Elementary, donated paper 
towels and Dawn dish detergent,” said Gail Straight, 
of Wildlife Inc Education Rehabilitation. “Some others 
gave us bleach, paper towels and we received a few 
checks.”
 Supporters of Tingley Memorial Library wished 
for a few items for the Bradenton Beach institution’s 
collection — CDs, DVDs, reference books and Florida 
histories. Those items didn’t come in, but some mone-
tary donations did, said spokesperson Eveann Adams.
 Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch executive director 
Suzi Fox had wished for supplies — black markers, 
stakes to mark nests and paint.
 A donor, Fox said, kindly left a gallon of paint.
 “It’s a good idea,” she said of the Wishbook.
 One of the larger items wished for and received was 
a digital camera donated to Meals on Wheels PLUS of 
Manatee County.
 “We can now keep a record of our special events, 
volunteers, and clients,” said Meals on Wheels PLUS 
development director Kristen Theisen.
 Copies of the Wishbook are still available at The Islander
offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, and donations to 
the featured organizations are always welcome.

Privateers plan Thieves Markets this season
 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will hold a series 
of Thieves Markets at Coquina Beach through the 
winter.
 The fi rst will take place Saturday, Jan. 12.
 The markets will continue on Saturdays — Feb. 9, 
March 8 and April 12 — opening at 8 a.m. and closing 
at 3 p.m.

 The organization, which holds the markets to raise 
money for its community programs, is seeking vendors 
to sell collectibles, antiques, crafts and concessions.
 For more information about shopping and selling 
at the market, call AMIP’s Michelle “Tink” Delibert 
at 727-214-8903 or e-mail michelle.delibert@verizon.
net.

Anna Maria Island Privateers Dennis “Twisted” Poteet, Bekka “Teach” Stasny, Dawn “Twice Baked” McCall, 
Alice “Splash” Domey sell smoked mullet in November to raise money for the group’s youth scholarships. The 
next mullet smoke will take place Saturday, Jan. 19, at the Publix and benefi t Sue Normand, who was shot Dec. 
5, 2007, as she opened her Island Mail & More store in Holmes Beach. For more information, call 941-720-
0426. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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SLICK  By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

Missing Bob
 You will note in this edition of The Islander newspaper 
that we lost a great friend last week.
 Bob Ardren came running when news editor Paul Roat 
and I put out the call for help back in the startup days of 
this newspaper, early 1993.
 His contribution was a pillar of events, happenings and 
news on Anna Maria Island and, in particular, Cortez.
 He melded into the fi ber of the Island and Cortez, 
mingled like an old fi sher, and endeared himself to many 
folks. The fi sh houses were his favorite haunts, and the 
bountiful seafood met his culinary demands.
 The Sarasota Herald-Tribune headline on Bob’s death 
read “Big appetite for life kept Sarasota journalist vital.”
 Apropos. I can recall many of what I call “swell” din-
ners with Bob at restaurants all across Sarasota and Manatee 
counties, trying all manner of cuisine — and imbibing.
 The Tampa Tribune in its lead noted, “Sarasota’s 
champion is gone.”
 Indeed. We found in Bob a champion for Cortez and 
for the rights of commercial fi shers to continue netting the 
lowly mullet.
 That task brought him to odds with Islander cartoonist, 
Jack Egan, who wasn’t so much against mullet, but the net 
ban met his approval. 
 Over the years, they engaged in a long friendship and 
some entertaining banter.
 I recall Bob’s downtown Sarasota home as one where 
people gathered outdoors in a courtyard that he fi lled with 
cats and orchid plants, all tended with gentle, loving care 
— unexpected, perhaps, because of his tall shadow. 
 Once while searching a drawer for tableware, I learned 
that Bob let all creatures, including Palmetto bugs, share 
his abode. 
 He was one of the good guys, no doubt. Large but 
gentle. Kind and strong. Well versed in art, artists, books 
and writers and a great writer and thinker himself.
 Here’s a little sample of Bob’s writing for The 
Islander:

Predictions for 1994
 Next summer will be Captain Mike Heistand’s turn 
to have a barracuda fl ing itself into his boat. But he’ll be 
ready for it and, instead of letting it bite one of his clients, 
he’ll steak out that son of a gun as it fl ies by. 
 Not being the kind of guy who likes being outdone, 
Captain Phil Shields will announce he’s sighting whales 
offshore, and a whole new industry of whale-watching-
for-yuppies will become established on the Island. 
 Duffy’s will add grilled fish sandwiches to the 
menu. 
 Longboat Key will sue somebody and, if we’re lucky, 
it won’t be us. 
 And fi nally, some well-meaning but misguided vol-
unteer will grab the Islander Bystander cartoon character 
Slick and scrub him down, forever destroying Jack Egan’s 
career as an editorial cartoonist.
 Have a happy new year, and I’ll see you next week. 

 Thanks, Bob, for a great example of a life well lived, 
only too short. — Bonner Joy
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More miniature golf course 
thoughts 

 I see a lot of resentment toward the mini-golf course 
on Bridge Street for various reasons. Yes, there could be 
a better use, and, sure, it doesn’t refl ect “historic” Bridge 
Street. Just one problem at the moment, there is no other 
“better use” on the table and as long as the applicant 
meets all the requirements, and no objections by the 
residents, the city commission must approve the appli-
cation. There is no ordinance that anything on Bridge 
Street must be of a “historic” nature. Since no residents 
spoke out against it at the meetings, the city commis-
sion cannot choose sides. Without anybody speaking 
against the proposal, how do you expect the commis-
sion to know what you want? They could only assume 
everybody was in favor of it and they did their job.
 Part of living in a democracy is the ability to change 
the laws and ordinances. You have the right to attend 
city commission meetings and voice your opinion before 
the fact. After the fact, it is very hard to stop something 
already in motion. City commission meetings are not 
secret. Anybody can attend and have their say on whatever 
is brought up.  If there had been 100 people there object-
ing, you can bet it wouldn’t have passed so easily. 
 I was born and raised in Bradenton Beach and I 
would love to see it the “way it was.” The city has 
evolved otherwise since then. Most of the property 
owners are absentee owners. The biggest business 
is now tourism, and many residents are here for two 
weeks at a time. The major part of the voting base is 
business people. Sadly, Bradenton Beach is now a tour-
ist town. The Ferris wheel is not far behind. 
 This did not happen overnight. It has been hap-
pening for many years, a little at a time. One motel at 
a time. One tourist season at a time. There is not much 
you can do about the golf course, but those who want 
to stop future developments could band together and 
enact ordinances.
 For you old timers, remember when Anna Maria resi-
dents complained the no more multi-family developments 
could be built because everybody wanted to sell out to the 

big developers for the big bucks? That came about because 
nobody spoke out against it. Nobody banded together to 
stop it. Lucky for them, they soon found out that their prop-
erty was worth even more since because whoever bought 
there knew they would never have a condo built next door. 
It could have very easily turned out differently.
 Let’s see the city commission vote on expanding 
the commission meeting room because there is stand-
ing-room-only at the city commission meetings. Let’s 
see a 100 percent turnout at the next election.
 Robert Bodell, Springtown, Texas

Comp plan revisions, approvals
 The Anna Maria City Commission recently passed 
and approved the city’s comprehensive plan, but failed 
to agree with Commissioner Duke Miller that future 
revisions and changes should be placed on a referen-
dum and approved by the voters.
 There is, however, a ray of hope remaining for any 
Florida voter in any city who may feel strongly that 
issues such as this should be voted on by the public 
and not entrusted to a handful of elected offi cials.
 There is a group called Florida Hometown Democ-
racy taking signatures for a petition to put this issue on 
the 2008 ballot as a Florida constitutional amendment. 
The purpose of the amendment, as stated at their Web 
site, www.floridahometowndemocracy.com: “Estab-
lishes that before a local government may adopt a new 
comprehensive land-use plan, or amend a comprehensive 
land-use plan, the proposed plan or amendment shall be 
subject to vote of the electors of the local government 
by referendum, following preparation by the local plan-
ning agency, consideration by the governing body and 
notice.” This would ensure that any comp-plan changes 
in any city in Florida would be put to the voters.
 The Web site has a petition that can be printed, 
signed and mailed to the group gathering signatures, 
along with answers to commonly asked questions and 
more information. For those who don’t have computer 
access at home, remember the Island Branch Library 
in Holmes Beach has public computer access.
 Tom Peters, Anna Maria
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We’d love to mail 
you the news!

 We mail The Islander weekly for a nominal $54 per year. It’s the best 
way to stay in touch with what’s happening on Anna Maria Island. We’ve been 
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 We bring you all the news about three city governments, community hap-
penings, people features and special events … even the latest real estate trans-
actions … everything you need if your “heart is on the Island.” 
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suspend mail subscriptions — you get the news free while you’re here!)
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More parking to be reviewed 
in Bradenton Beach
By Paul Roat

 Parking issues in the “downtown” area of Braden-
ton Beach are still under review, after about a year’s 
study and two consultants’ reports.
 The suggestions offered by teams of citizens, 
residents, business owners and others will be further 
refi ned later this month and eventually presented to the 
city commission for action.
 The parking morass came to a head in early 2007. 
Actually, parking has been a problem in the Bridge 
Street area and elsewhere in the city for more than a 
decade, but has been vocalized of late. 
 Groups of folks met and offered suggestions. Actu-
ally, “demanded” may be a better term for how citizens 
directed city offi cials to pursue the matter. 
 After meetings, a planner was retained to facilitate 
meetings to further discuss the issue. That series of 
meetings led to the city to hire another consultant to 
come up with some “nuts and bolts” suggestions to add 
parking within the city.
 The city was offered several options by both plan-
ning groups. 
 Transforming First Street and Third Street South 
into one-way avenues, with accompanying angle and 
parallel parking, was proffered.
 A Bridge Street redesign, with some restructuring 
of streetscape to add parking spaces, was suggested.
 Creation of a park-and-ride lot at north Coquina 
Beach at its bayfront was suggested as an area for 
employees to park to allow more visitors access to the 
downtown.
 City parking lots were also a hot topic, especially 
the area around the police department and public works 
area off Highland Street.
 After consultants got done with their review, it 
went to a dwindling number of residents and business 
folks late last August. That group came up with four 
parking arenas to address: First and Third Street South, 
via adding parking there; the employee parking issue, 

with designated spaces for Bridge Street employees 
to park and enhanced enforcement to entice such use; 
signage improvements to encourage parking in areas of 
less-traffi c; and enhanced use of the Manatee County 
Trolley for residents and visitors.
 Last Friday, the group decided that the “trolley-up” 
program was the least controversial and the best pro-
posal of the bunch for the dollars available. The concept 
combines the employee-parking suggestion as well, and 
at another meeting the group plans to further discuss 
the matter. 
 A key element of the joint plans would be creation 
of a park-and-ride lot at north Coquina, and Manatee 
County Area Transit offi cials are expected to attend the 
2 p.m. meeting Jan. 14 at Bradenton Beach City Hall, 
107 Gulf Drive N.

Elected offi cials invited 
to leadership forum

 The ManaSota League of Cities is inviting all area 
elected offi cials and governmental staff to an educa-
tional workshop on public leadership Thursday, Jan. 
10.
 The forum is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 
the Sarasota City Commission chambers at 1565 First 
St. in Sarasota.
 Guest speaker will be Dr. Scott Paine of the Florida 
League of Cities.
 According to a press release from the ManaSota 
League of Cities, the presentation “takes an in-depth 
look at trends in public trust, examines the forces at 
work that may foster declining trust, and offers serious 
and challenging advice to leaders about building trust 
in these troubled times.”
 For more information on the forum, call 941-954-
4160.

 • David Twiddy of the Florida Department of Trans-
portation estimated it will cost about $1.1 million in repairs 
to keep the Anna Maria Island Bridge in “safe operating 
condition,” but admitted the DOT did not have funding 
for the project in any of the next fi ve budget years.
 • Holmes Beach resident Joan Perry joined the 
growing list of litigants in the cell tower controversy 
in that city, fi ling a lawsuit to force the city commission 
to repeal its August 1997 3-2 decision to allow GTE 
Mobilnet to erect a cellular telephone service tower at 
Smith Realtors at 5904 Marina Drive.
 • Ted Murray of the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection told Cortez dock owners that 99 
percent of the docks in Cortez extend over state-owned 
lands and those dock owners owe the state rent retroac-
tive to 1991. Murray said the offending owners would 
get a letter from the DEP advising them of back rent. 
Karen Bell of the A.P. Bell Fish Co. in Cortez said the 
company refused to pay and was contesting a lawsuit 
fi led by the DEP to force Bell to pay the back fees.

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Dec. 30 63 78 0Dec. 30 63 78 0
Dec. 31 72 82 0Dec. 31 72 82 0
Jan. 1 65 71 0Jan. 1 65 71 0
Jan. 2 44 56 0Jan. 2 44 56 0
Jan. 3 37 54 0Jan. 3 37 54 0
Jan. 4 48 65 0Jan. 4 48 65 0
Jan. 5 54 70 0Jan. 5 54 70 0
Average Gulf water temperature 62°Average Gulf water temperature 62°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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That’s entertainment: Florida fun today, days pastThat’s entertainment: Florida fun today, days past
Opinion by Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 This past Christmas week, my wife and I took our 
two teenagers and their cousin from Trinidad — by way 
of Canada — to Universal Theme Park in Orlando.
 My niece, Natalia, said she’d already been to 
Disney World several times and seen all those attrac-
tions and thought Universal might be good. Lots of 
new rides like The Hulk roller coaster, scary shows like 
Jaws, shoot-em-ups like Men in Black battling the alien 
insects, and so on.
 And plenty of gift shops, eateries and other souve-
nir shops. Everything at Universal, as at Disney World 
and all the other “attractions” in Orlando, is designed 
to part you with your hard-earned money. And those 
places ain’t cheap. The price at Universal is $82 if you 
buy at the gate. That’s $82 per person, and you can’t 
bring your own food or drinks.
 A hamburger costs $12 at Jimmy Buffet’s Margari-
taville, a margarita goes for $7 — and you barely get a 
sniff of tequila — and a tossed salad runs $10. An iced 
tea sells for $4.
 I guess that our party of fi ve easily spent $600 to 
“enjoy” the day at Universal.
 But most of you have probably been to one of 
these Orlando attractions and know the drill — and 
the cost.
 Looking at all this concrete, all these “man-made” 
attractions, all these mechcanical monstrosities, I 
recalled growing up in Florida in the pre-Disney era.
 As a kid, Disney World was nothing but a bunch of 
orange groves. Kissimee had one traffi c light. Celebra-
tion Station didn’t exist. Interstate 4 was almost devoid 
of traffi c.
 Our favorite “attraction” as Clearwater kids was 
the beach, the real, white sand of Clearwater Beach, 
before high-rise condominiums, T-shirt shacks, biker 
bars, gift shops with “original” shells made in China. 
It was a beach with real sand and Mother Nature’s Gulf 
of Mexico.
 For entertainment, we kids went fi shing in Clear-

PLEASE SEE ENTERTAINMENT, NEXT PAGE
Islander reporter Rick Catlin spent last year’s vacation on a cruise with, from left, son Christian, daughter 
Cody Ann, and wife Jennifer. 
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Entertainment changing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

water Bay, and caught real fi sh, lots of them. Or, we 
borrowed a boat and headed off to Sand Key — then 
known as Dan’s Island — for an afternoon “picnic” 
with our friends. Funny how the girls always showed 
up a few minutes later. 
 Before the bridge was built from Clearwater Beach 
to Sand Key, the only way to get there was by boat, 
or a two-mile hike through the sand dunes of Belleair 
Beach. Strange, but nobody back then had realized how 
much money could be made building 20-story condos 
smack on the Gulf.
 Dining out was going to a “real” smoked mullet 
shack with “real” smoked mullet and fresh fi sh that was 
actually fresh, caught earlier that day.
 Weeki Wachee was only an hour drive from Clear-
water, and it was free, too. A natural spring with crystal-
clear water. The only “attraction” there was a diving 
platform in the middle of the springs. Mother Nature 
did a pretty good job before someone “sold” the springs 
and turned it into a $40-per-person-per-day commercial 
venture, complete with water slides, T-shirt shacks and 
a gift shop.
 I went to college at the University of South Florida 
in Tampa. Busch Gardens was a real brewery in those 
days and there was a real garden and a real bird sanc-
tuary. The beer was free, as were tours of the brew-
ery, which you had to take before you could get the 
free beer, but nobody cared how much you drank as 
long as you stayed sober. The crowds were small as 
you enjoyed the small lake complete with goldfi sh and 
diving pelicans.
 Crystal River was a two-hour drive, a magical place 
of underwater beauty with “free” beaches, and snorkel-
ing and scuba diving in the pristine waters of the lagoon 
from whence the river fl ows.
 Lowery Park was the City of Tampa’s official 
zoo. Admission was 25 cents, but kids under 12 got in 
free.
 Spring training baseball games were free after 
the seventh-inning stretch, or a quarter if you 
couldn’t wait. The stars of the day were Al Kaline, 
Mickey Mantle, Robin Roberts, Warren Spahn, Hank 
Aaron and Don Newcombe, to name just a few. They 

all really did sign autographs for free as they made 
their way to the team bus after a game. And it may 
be hard to believe considering today’s pro athlete 
mentality, but those guys were actually friendly to 
us kids.
 If this sounds like a sentimental journey down 
memory lane, a longing for the “Old Florida” that I 
and many Islanders grew up with, I’m not apologizing. 
It is. 
  I know “Old Florida” is gone and it isn’t coming 
back. Progress is now measured by the corporate bottom 
line. Having “fun” is determined by how much money 
we spend to “entertain” our kids.
 The point, however, is that back in the day our 
“attractions” were made by Mother Nature, not Brown 
& Root Construction Company.
 We didn’t need a home equity loan to have fun, 
didn’t have to borrow $50 from mom or dad to go out 
on a date, and didn’t need a dozen credit cards to go to 
the circus or carnival.
 In today’s world, the mass media marketing of the 
computer age on TV, radio, magazines, newspapers and 
on all the “hot” Web sites has been directly aimed at 
the 16-25 age group; the group with little discretionary 
income, but with parents — and I include myself — 
who want their kids to “enjoy” life. 
  I know I’m guilty of that. My only excuse is that 
there aren’t too many days left before my daughter 
graduates from high school in May and is off to col-
lege, and the chance won’t come again for these mem-
ories.
 I, and you, shouldn’t feel bad. The ad agencies and 
marketing companies of today have parents categorized, 
marketed, income-ranged, credit-carded, cast-typed and 
spending-profi led down to our last dime, which I’m 
rapidly approaching.
 Just about every teenager needs a cell phone (we go 
for this one because we want to know where our kids 
are at all times), has to have a laptop or home computer 
for their own use, has managed to get at least one or 
two of either a PlayStation, Xbox360, NineTendo, Wii, 
GameCube or iPod, and has managed to break or lose 
at least half of their “toys” within the fi rst six months 
they have them.
 Yet, my own kids complain there’s “nothing to 
do.”

 Oh Lord, forgive me for taking them to the beach 
when they were kids, for trying to teach them to love 
nature, for trying to teach them that nature can do a 
good job of entertaining them. 
 Against mass marketing, peer pressure and the elec-
tronic wizardry of Disney World and Universal, against 
“being cool” to their friends, I’ve come up a loser, just 
as the marketing and advertising companies planned 
and expected.
 My kids used to love kayaking down Anna Maria’s 
canals. They used to love body-surfi ng at the Manatee 
Public Beach. They used to love fi shing at the Anna 
Maria and Rod & Reel piers, or going out into the Gulf 
about 10 miles in a boat. They used to love going to 
Egmont Key, Fort DeSoto Park, Leffi s Key and walking 
the nature trails in the Cayman Islands, where we lived 
until 2000.
 Our “natural” attractions are slowly disappearing, 
paved over with concrete, outwitted by an advertising 
campaign that rolls Mother Nature into a phrase found 
only in the newspapers, dimmed in value by the slick 
music and sexy themes of young, good-looking boys 
and girls who apparently have plenty of money, and no 
time to do anything but party in the right places such as 
the Magic Kingdom, Hard Rock Cafe, Universal and 
Busch Gardens.
 How long can Anna Maria Island remain a “natu-
ral” attraction?
 There are no fast-food restaurants, yet. There are no 
man-made attractions, yet. There are no “party-hard” 
rock-and-roll night clubs, yet.
 People come to Anna Maria because it is “natural,” 
because it’s trying to stay the way it was 40, 50 and 60 
years ago, because there’s nothing here but the beach 
— and quiet.
 Yet, our kids complain “there’s nothing to do.”
 I guess that’s the lament of every generation. 
I can only hope that my kids will one day redis-
cover the magic of Mother Nature, the magic of the 
Island, and the magic of putting away your credit 
cards and cash, your iPod and portable CD player, 
and just “chilling out” at the beach for entertain-
ment.
 There aren’t very many “Mother Nature” attrac-
tions. 
 Count Anna Maria Island as one.
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A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

ISLAND
PLAYERS

Box Office: 9am - 1pm, except Sunday.

10009 Gulf Drive & Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

i  778-5755 ]

Over My Dead Body
Jan. 17 - Feb. 3
Evenings 8 pm

Matinees Jan. 20, 27, & Feb 3, 2 pm
Box office now open!

5704 MARINA DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH • 778-4441

Orchids • Mulch • Shell • Soil • Rocks • Herbs
Mexican Pottery • Landscaping • Palm Trees

Irrigation • Shrubs • Citrus Trees

Garden Center

Now offering full-service maintenance
Yard • Pool • Irrigation

With most meals included this is a travel bargain! Land 

COSTA RICA IS HOT HOT HOT!
Caravan Tours 10-day Costa Rica adventure

only from $1095pp! Great airfare available 
nonstop from Miami or Orlando or connecting 
from Tampa. Other destinations available! 

Call about our day and overnight trips! 

CALL TODAY!
6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 

795-3900 or 800-741-4390 • 9-6 Mon - Fri • 9:30-12:30 Sat
Fantasy Travel

USF Sarasota-Manatee academy 
to hold Island lectures

The University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning is organizing a speaker 
series in Anna Maria with the support of Anna Maria resident Tom Tollette, pictured right, with Sandee Pruett 
of the Anna Maria Island Community Center, Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford and the Studio at Gulf and Pine 
owner Rhea Chiles.

 The University of South Florida Sarasota-Man-
atee’s Academy for Lifelong Learning will present a 
speaker series this winter on Anna Maria Island.
 The series, largely coordinated by Anna Maria resi-
dent Tom Tollette, will be hosted by the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, and the Studio at Gulf and Pine, Anna Maria, on 
Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to noon, beginning Jan. 
30.
 Refreshments will be served at 10 a.m., before the 
talks, which are free and open to the public, begin.
 The lineup includes:
 • Jan. 30 at the Studio, “The Settlement of Southern 
Tampa Bay, Anna Maria and Cortez” with Jeffery T. 
Moates, curator of the Florida Maritime Museum at 
Cortez.
 • Feb. 13 at the Center, “The 2008 Election,” with 
Dan Miller, former U.S. Representative and profes-
sor.

 • Feb. 27 at the Studio, “The Time Machine,” with 
Joe Kerata, a Princeton University Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow in bioethics.
 • March 12 at the Center, “Human Consciousness 
– Alzheimer’s Disease and Stroke,” with Dr. Alan Grin-
dal, former assistant professor of neurology.
 • March 26 at the Center, “The Art of the Caves” 
with Goody Hirshfeld, author and founding member of 
Living Art Seminars.
 Tollette said the series may be a prelude to addi-
tional USF Academy of Lifelong Learning programs on 
the Island. The academy’s mission is to enrich the lives 
of mature adults in Sarasota and Manatee Counties by 
providing affordable educational programs covering a 
broad spectrum of topics.
 Reservations for the lectures, sponsored by Breiter 
Capital Management, are required. To reserve a seat 
or for more information, call the academy at 941-359-
4296 or e-mail academy@sar.usf.edu.

Bradenton Beach zips through 
fi rst meeting of year

 From trash fees to banner requests, invoice pay-
ments to truck repairs — oh, and some new stop signs 
— Bradenton Beach city commissioners zipped through 
their fi rst meeting of 2008 in 43 minutes.
 No one from the public spoke.
 Traditionally, the city’s garbage and recycling bill-
ings for the year have been sent in January, the amount 
owed was not considered past due until the end of the 
year on Dec. 31. A new ordinance, on fi rst reading, with 
a public hearing and a fi nal decision scheduled for Jan. 
17, requires payment for bills sent at the beginning of 
the year to be considered past due after 60 days from 
receipt of the bill, or April 1, whichever is earlier.
 A request for a banner at the Gulf Drive and Cortez 
Road intersection was approved for the Anna Maria 
Island Art League for Springfest, scheduled for March 9. 
Also, banners were approved for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center Tour of Homes on March 15.
 A request from Oma’s Restaurant, 201 Gulf Drive 
N., for a letter of no-objection on expansion of their 
kitchen from the city to the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection was approved. The expan-
sion is about 90 square feet, but because the building is 
seaward of the coastal construction control line, a city 
notice to DEP and the agency’s approval is required. 
 A new city vehicle for the police department will 
get a new radio, authorized at a cost of $3,574.
 The city also approved an expense for a new 
hydraulic system and repairs for its 1999 sanitation 
truck at a cost of $1,831.
 A new trolley stop is in the works, as the city 

approved the expense of a concrete pad on private 
property at the Tortuga Inn and Silver Surf.
 Catch basins will also be cleaned, with Williams 
Testing to do the work on the 29 storm drains at total 
cost of $1,338.
 The invoice for the contracted building offi cial from 
M.T. Causely of $4,200 for Nov. 19 through Nov. 30 
was also approved, as was city attorney Ralf Brookes’ 
invoice of $6,550 for Oct. 10 through Nov. 16. Also, a 
Manatee County Utilities Customer Service invoice of 
$25,135 was approved for a variety of water and sewer 
service improvements to the city pier on Bridge Street. 
Three new meters were needed to accommodate the 
new restaurant on the pier.
 Mike McCaleb’s invoice for architectural services 
for the Monroe Cottage, a recent city acquisition, was 
OK’d. His services totaled $2,904. Ricinda Perry, city 
attorney, also got her past month’s invoice of $4,665 
to the city approved.
 And a new part-time employee for the city’s project-
program manager department, not to exceed 40 hours 
per month, was approved by the city commission.
 All approvals by commissioners were unanimous.

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Sunday • January 13 Sunday • January 13 

Sarasota Hotel & Marina, 7150 N. Tamiami Trail Sarasota Hotel & Marina, 7150 N. Tamiami Trail 
(1 1/2 miles north of the Ringling Museum)(1 1/2 miles north of the Ringling Museum)

 Early Bird Preview
9:30 a.m. $12 includes refreshments & special drawing9:30 a.m. $12 includes refreshments & special drawing 

General Admission
11 to 4 $6 Adults • $4 Children 11 to 4 $6 Adults • $4 Children 

 Featuring artisans of miniatures from the US, Canada & England Featuring artisans of miniatures from the US, Canada & England 
Historic Rooms • Museum Quality Furniture & Silver Historic Rooms • Museum Quality Furniture & Silver 
Dollhouse Furnishings & Accessories • Dolls & Teddy Dollhouse Furnishings & Accessories • Dolls & Teddy 

Bears • Needlework & Quilts • Tudor to Modern Designs Bears • Needlework & Quilts • Tudor to Modern Designs 
 DOOR PRIZES DOOR PRIZES 

 

Information: 941-371-3193 
Present ad for $1 off one adult general admission Present ad for $1 off one adult general admission 

15TH SARASOTA 
DOLLHOUSE MINIATURES FESTIVAL
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair

skin

massage

nails

make-up

HANDCRAFTED
LINK BRACELET

Sterling - $30
14k Gold - $118

$34*

$158*

*prices subject to change

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

50% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE* 

IT’S OUR BIGGEST AND BEST SELECTION EVER!UURR R R R R R BIBIBIBIBBBB GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGESESESTT T T T T T ANANANANANANANDDDDDD D D BEBEBEBBBB STSTSTSTSTSTSTST S SELELECECCCTITIT ON EVER!
• Florida and traditional ornaments
• Nutcrackers by Steinbach and Ulbricht 
• Huge variety of Santas and angels

CASUAL TO DRESSY FASHIONS:

French Dressing Jeanswear • Cactus 
shirts • Purses • Sandals • Accessories 
Swimwear • Casual holiday fashions

DRESSY FASHIONS:

GREAT GIFTS:
• San Francisco music boxes
• Nightlights and candles
• Fairies and dolls 
• potpourri and more!

LOTS OF FASHIONS
UP TO 70% OFF!

*SALE EXCLUDES DECEMBER DIAMONDS

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

7604 Cortez Rd. • Bradenton • 761-0607

       Choose from Leather • Metallic 
• Handpainted Handbags • Accessories • Jewelry

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous designer names!

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

Shoppes of Paradise Bay • 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585 

10-6pm Tues- Fri, 10-4pm Sat • ATM and credit cards accepted

Largest Selection in the County

20% Off all Watchbands 
Speidel/Hirsh • Metal & Leather 

Islanders meet challenge 
for Community Center

 The Island community united in a campaign to 
increase donations to the Anna Maria Island Commu-
nity Center in December.
 The donations received for the Lester-Islander
Challenge reached $56,382, according to Aida Matic, 
development director for the Center. The number also 
may go up as some late donations arrive via mail. 
 Annually at the end of the year, Holmes Beach resi-
dents Chuck and Joey Lester partner with The Islander 
newspaper to issue a challenge to Islanders to boost 
donations for the Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 The fundraising race traditionally begins with the 
arrival of Thanksgiving and continues through the 
month of December.
 Donations in 2007 arrived at a slow pace until the 
fi nal week of the challenge.
 As of Dec. 14, the donations toward meeting the 
Lesters’ challenge had reached just $6,500.
 But by early January, the Center had exceeded the 
goal set by the Lesters and the newspaper in the fund-
raising challenge.
 Most of the money was earmarked for the Center’s 
building fund, which needed the boost after recently 

completing the new facility in Anna Maria.
 Center offi cials expressed thanks to the commu-
nity, the Lesters and their partner in the challenge, The 
Islander, which has promoted the annual challenge 
campaign since its inception in 1996.

Through the lens
The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island, 5413 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts photographer William 
Vilensky of Longboat Key during a reception Jan. 4 for the group’s featured artist of the month. For more 
information, call 941-778-6694. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

New classes to 
begin at Center

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center will 
offer new classes this winter intended to help people 
learn how to use the digital camera received this Christ-
mas or hone their skills at the computer.
 New fee-based classes include:
 • “Digital Photography 101,” offering instruction 
for beginners taught by Islander Clarence Jones. Classes 
take place at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, from Jan. 15-29.
 • “Computers 101,” also taught by Jones, offering 
instruction in computer basics, including using e-mail 
and surfi ng the Internet. Classes take place at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Feb. 5-19.
 • “The Computer as a Darkroom,” taught by Jones, 
offering instruction in using software to alter photo-
graphs. Classes take place at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 
26-March 11.
 Pre-registration is required for the classes.
 For more information about the classes or the 
Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, call 941-778-
1908.

Hazardous waste collection 
set for Jan. 26

 Island residents can dispose of household 
hazardous waste and other material Jan. 26 at 
Coquina Beach.
 The Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection is 
free, sponsored by Manatee County in conjunc-
tion with Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, Bradenton 
Beach and Longboat Key.
 Residents can dispose of solvents, paints, 
pesticides, household chemicals, ammunition, 
fl ares, waste oil, propane tanks, fl uorescent lamps, 
mercury-containing devices and batteries.
 Residents may also dispose of televisions, 
computer components, copiers, video and audio 
equipment and small household appliances.
 Residents may not dispose of radioactive items, such 
as smoke detectors, or bio-hazardous materials, such as 
needles in the Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection.
 The hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Gulf side 
parking lot at Coquina.
 For more information, call the Manatee 
County utilities operation department at 941-708-
8561.

The Lesters at home in Wisconsin.
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Grassy Point: Magical ‘blue trail’ through mangroves 
By Molly McCartney 

Islander Reporter
 Hidden in the heart of Anna Maria Island, inside 
the Grassy Point Preserve, is a magical, mangrove-lined 
channel of water that remains a slice of Old Florida.
 In fact, it is a shallow ditch dug years ago through 
the dense mangroves that cover the preserve as a way 
for water to drain more effectively from East Bay 
Drive into the waters of Anna Maria Sound. But in 
recent years, the ditch has been transformed into what 
kayakers call a “blue trail,” the term used to describe 
small, narrow, shallow channels of water that are off 
the beaten track and accessible only by wading, kayak 
or canoe.
 The Grassy Point kayak trail “is like another world,” 
says veteran kayaker Rosanna Strauss, a Holmes Beach 
Westbay Cove resident who found the entrance by acci-
dent. “It’s so different from our canal shorelines lined 
with seawalls and houses. In Grassy Point, you are in 
this narrow space with thick branches hanging down 
and running along both sides of the channel.”
 Now, there is a new push to open the wonders of 
the 32-acre Grassy Point Preserve to the public.
 Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger says 
developing Grassy Point to make it more accessible 
to the public is at the top of his wish list for 2008. He 
said the city will build a short pathway this year running 
from Avenue C to the traffi c signal at East Bay Drive 
and Gulf Drive North. The path could accommodate 
golf carts as well as walkers and hikers, he said.
 The use of golf carts inside Grassy Point has been a 
controversial issue with those who worry about damage 
to the preserve, but the mayor wants the pathway so that 
golf cart users from the south end of the city can cross 
Gulf Drive.
 Ultimately, the city hopes to build a Grassy Point 
walkway to Anna Maria Sound from the Avenue C/East 
Bay Drive pathway, the mayor said. Plans also provide 

PLEASE SEE GRASSY POINT, NEXT PAGE

Shawn 
Duytschaver, 
owner of 
Native Rent-
als, a shop 
in Holmes 
Beach featur-
ing kayak 
rentals, tells 
his custom-
ers about the 
“hidden” 
waterway 
into Grassy 
Point.

Joe Duennes, Holmes Beach superintendent of public 
works, says this “No Propellers” sign will be posted 
in the water near a waterway entrance to Grassy 
Point within the next few weeks.

The Grassy Point channel is lined with mangroves. Islander Photos: Molly McCartney
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Q:

A: 
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The waterfront entrance to Grassy Point is marked with a small yellow ribbon. A new sign that says “No 
Propellers” will be posted in the water at this entrance within a few weeks, according to Joe Duennes, Holmes 
Beach superintendent of public works. 

for an observation deck over the water, but that phase of 
the project won’t be completed for two to three years, 
according to the mayor.
 “It all depends on funding and grant opportunities,” 
he said. 
 That means you will need a kayak if you want to 
see the wonders of Grassy Point any time soon. 

Kayaking through the mangroves
 I fi rst heard about the preserve several years ago, 
but I couldn’t imagine what people meant when they 
enthused about their kayak trips there. I wondered what 
was special about paddling in an old ditch through a 
thicket of branches and twisted roots.
 Besides that, I could see the Grassy Point man-
groves when driving down East Bay Drive and they 
didn’t look particularly inviting. A satellite map on the 
Internet shows the Grassy Point Preserve to be a solid 
green mass, except for Sunbow Bay condominium’s 
lake near the preserve’s northern boundary. I was still 
curious, but I didn’t have a kayak. And I was clueless 
as to the location of the watery entrance to Grassy Point 
from Anna Maria Sound. 
 But then I had a revelation.
 And I thank Strauss, my neighbor, who invited me 
to join her on a kayak trip to see Grassy Point. Since 
she had been there previously, she knew how to fi nd 
the watery entry. She also knew that we would need to 
go on a day when the tide was high enough to travel 
the shallow channel and when the water was calm 
enough for us to navigate Anna Maria Sound in her 

Grassy Point
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

PLEASE SEE GRASSY POINT, NEXT PAGE

You can see the tip of our yellow kayak and the refl ections in the water as we paddle through the channel.

The gate into Grassy Point where the preserve meets 
Avenue C is locked. City offi cials don’t want the 
public to walk through the preserve until paths are 
built.
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small yellow kayak.
 We set off at about 7:30 a.m. from Westbay Cove 
condos, near Manatee Avenue and the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge. It took only a few minutes to paddle 
under the bridge and over to Grassy Point’s mangrove 
shoreline. 
 Strauss said the entrance to the kayak trail would 
be marked with a yellow plastic ribbon tied to a low-
hanging branch in the water — and there it was. Faded 
and twisted but enough of a marker for Rosanna to be 
sure that this was the way into the mangrove mysteries 
of Grassy Point.
 Without Strauss, I would never have tried to enter 
the small space in the big spooky-looking mass of 
water-borne roots that are the hallmark of mangrove 
trees. But she was confi dent. We paddled into the 
opening.
 We had gone only a short distance when I began to 
appreciate the amazing scene all around us. We were 
inside a canopy of green leaves, brown branches and 
red mangroves. Yet there was so much sun fi ltering 
through the tangle of the treetops that I never had a 
feeling of closeness. Instead, I had a sense of liberation, 
as though we had left the noisy, crowded world behind 
and were now exploring a strange and beautiful new 
universe unlike anything I had ever seen in any part of 
Florida.
 The light from above created dazzling patterns on 
the water. I could look down at the calm channel and 
see a mirror image of the treetops above. It was stun-
ning. I had brought a small camera with me, and with 
Strauss holding our kayak steady in the water, I shot 
many pictures. None of them, sadly, do justice to the 
splendor that we saw with our eyes.
 For the most part, the channel was wide enough and 
clear enough for us to paddle through. But, in a couple 
of spots, as we moved through the cocoon-like channel, 
we had to maneuver our kayak around mangroves that 
were beginning to close in our watery path. 
 After about 15 minutes, we came to the end of the 
channel and found ourselves again in open waters. We 
had probably traveled less than a quarter of a mile, but 
we felt completely isolated from the nearby traffi c on 
East Bay Drive during this blue-trail trip. 
 Now we were in the little Sunbow Bay, not far from 
the Sunbow Bay condominium buildings. We paddled 
around the open water for about 10 minutes before re-
entering the blue trail and retracing our passage to Anna 
Maria Sound and home.

City acquisition of Grassy Point
 The story of Grassy Point dates back to the 1990s 
when the city acquired the property at the urging of 
such people as Billie Martini, a former city commis-
sioner and civic activist. 
 “We had a small boat back then and we used to 
go to Grassy Point,” she said. “It was like being in a 
cathedral. I got this harebrained idea that the city ought 
to buy Grassy Point for the people instead of letting 
that land be sold and fi lled in and built up. I thought 
we needed something on Anna Maria Island that looked 
like the Island used to look.”
 Martini started writing letters and getting petitions 
signed. Her efforts, along with those of many others 
who joined her efforts, eventually led to the city’s 
acquisition of a large area that was then known as the 
Grassy Point property.
 But progress to acquire and develop the preserve 
for the public has been slow.
 According to the big sign posted at the northern-
most dead end of Avenue C in Holmes Beach, funding 

Grassy Point
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

As light fi lters through the canopy of mangroves, it makes patterns of shadows in the water. 

Light fi lters through mangrove leaves and branches in the channel.

for the acquisition of the Grassy Point Preserve was 
provided by the Florida Communities Trust Preser-
vation 2000 Program in cooperation with the city of 
Holmes Beach.
 That was eight years ago and the preserve remains 
closed to the public, except the kayak channel can be 
accessed from the water for views from the “inside.”
 “Everything takes ridiculously long,” according to 
Joe Duennes, Holmes Beach superintendent of public 
works. He said the city must have approval from a 
number of other government agencies for work to go 
forward. 
 Funding is also an issue, although, he said, “We are 
at the point where a contractor has been selected” to 
begin removing non-native Australian pine and Brazil-

ian pepper trees. When that has been done, Duennes 
indicated, construction can begin on a pedestrian path 
between Avenue C and the intersection of East Bay and 
Gulf drives.
 The contractor’s bid for exotic tree removal, as 
well as some excavation work to enhance the wetlands, 
came in at $80,000, Duennes said. He said the city is 
responsible for half of that amount. The other half will 
be funded by the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program.
 Duennes expects to meet at presstime for The 
Islander with the contractor and a representative from 
the estuary program. “We’re going to walk the property 
to discuss plans for going forward,” he said. 
 Meantime, the gate to Grassy Point will remain 

PLEASE SEE GRASSY POINT, NEXT PAGE
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locked to the public. “We don’t want people walking 
around in there for now,” he said.
 But kayaking the preserve is perfectly proper, he 
said.
 In fact, Duennes expects to post a new sign in the 
water at the kayak entrance to Grassy Point in the next 
few weeks. The sign simply says, “No Propellers,” as 
a way to let boaters know use of the area is limited 
to kayaks and canoes. Boats with motors should not 
attempt to navigate the blue trail channel.
 The request for the sign came from Martini and 
other members of the group Save Anna Maria Inc., and 
the Holmes Beach Civic Association, both of which are 
concerned that motorboats will damage the mangroves 
that line the channel.
  Until the sign goes up, the only way to fi nd that 
entrance is to look for the yellow ribbon placed there 
by Shawn Duytschaver, owner and operator of Native 
Rentals, a kayak and bike store located in the Island 
Shopping Center in the heart of Holmes Beach.
 Duytschaver said he marked the channel so his cus-
tomers could fi nd the channel. “There are three other 
kayak trails in Grassy Point but they all dead end,” he 
said. The one with the yellow ribbon is the only channel 
through to Sunbow Bay.
 The Grassy Point channel is an unusual and unique 
destination for kayakers, he said. The only other local 
one that comes close is near Lido Key in the Sarasota 
area. 
 And the Lido Key channel, according to 
Duytschaver, isn’t nearly as special as Grassy Point.

Once inside the channel, you can look up and see 
green treetops forming a pattern against the blue sky.

Grassy Point
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Parks committee survey 
adopted sites

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Holmes Beach Parks and Beautifi cation Com-
mittee is beginning 2008 with a survey of the city’s 
adopted greenspaces.
 Committee chairman John Molyneux, during 
a meeting Jan. 2 at city hall, said the review would 
provide an assessment of those caring for greenspaces 
and roads as well as identify opportunities for others 
to become involved.
 Committee members said they hoped the review 
would help bring more people, businesses and groups 
into the “adopt-a-road” program overseen by Keep 
Manatee Beautiful and the “adopt-a-site” effort run by 
the city of Holmes Beach.
 Adopt-a-road involves pledging to clean up a 
stretch of road and adopt-a-site involves taking care of 

a public greenspace, in most cases, a traffi c island.
 “We need to look into both adopt-a-road and adopt-
a-site,” Molyneux said. “And start soliciting potential 
adopters. I think there are businesses or people who 
would be prepared to help.”
 In other business:
 • Commiteee members agreed to meet with repre-
sentatives of the North American Butterfl y Association 
Manasota Chapter to discuss possible improvements 
to the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park to the south of 
Holmes Beach City Hall.
 The park’s memorial bricks were damaged earlier 
this year, apparently during some city-approved tree-
trimming, and later were taken up by volunteers. Now 
city offi cials and butterfl y association representatives 
are discussing how to improve the park, but prevent 
future damage when the bricks are again installed.
 • The committee recommended the placement of 
shelters at three trolley stops — two shelters on East 
Bay Drive near Gulf Drive for northbound and south-
bound stops and a third shelter at Gulf Drive and 30th 
Street.
 The stop at Marina Drive and 63rd Street would be 
an alternate location if a shelter cannot be placed under 
a seagrape tree at Gulf and 30th.
 Molyneux said the sites were among the most-used 
stops in the city based on data from the Manatee County 
Area Transit.
 • Committee members expressed concern for 
appearances at Kingfi sh Boat Ramp, the county-oper-
ated property at the west end of the Anna Maria Island 
Bridge and near the entrance to Holmes Beach.
 Last year, the county removed invasive, non-native 
trees in the area of the boat ramp in preparation for 
improvements to the site.
 Parks and beautification committee members 
expressed concern that vegetation was removed, but 
no improvements have been made.
 “My concern is that this is the fi rst impression that 
anyone gets,” Molyneux said. “And it’s a pretty poor 
impression.”
 “It looks terrible,” agreed committee member Pam 
Leckie.
 But Holmes Beach City Commissioner David Zac-
cagnino said committee members might not see much 
change in the next year. County offi cials, he said, are 
concerned about budget constraints as well as the impact 
of upcoming AMI Bridge work on the boat ramp.
 • Committee members recommended the city work 
with Keep Manatee Beautiful on the planting of one or 
two trees during Florida’s Arbor Day celebration Jan. 
18. A program will take place at 2 p.m. at a site to be 
determined.
 • The committee agreed to hold an educational sem-
inar at 7 p.m. March 12 at Holmes Beach City Hall.
 Committee members will continue to work out 
details on speakers and a title, but the forum will likely 
cover irrigation and fertilizer use.
 The committee’s next meeting will be at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 7, at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 
Marina Drive.

Name the quilt
Joan Pettigrew of the Eyeland Needlers shows 
off the quilt she designed and stictched with help 
from six “needlers” to be raffl ed during the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center’s Tour of Homes 
this spring. Now the Eyeland Needlers are inviting 
people to enter the contest to name the quilt and 
win 50 raffl e tickets in the Tour of Homes drawing. 
The quilt is on display at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, through Jan. 15. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose
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the dock — he was a good 
eater — and he always 
had favorable columns 
about us.”
 “He always seemed 
surprised that I’d rec-
ognize him,” said Alcee 
Taylor, another Cortez-
ian and friend of Bob’s. 
It was to Bob’s credit that 
Alcee would say such a 
thing, considering Bob’s 
girth and walrus-like 
mustache. 
 “I appreciate all he 
did,” Taylor said. “He 
always wrote the good 

parts, the right parts. He wrote good articles.”
 No formal funeral service is planned, but a cel-
ebration of Bob’s life will be held locally at a date and 
place to be announced. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Pines of Sarasota, Sarasota FL 34236, 
or TideWell Hospice and Palliative Care, 5955 Rand 
Blvd., Sarasota FL 34238.
 Survivors include his companion of 24 years, 
Cathy Ciccolella of Sarasota; daughter Traci and hus-
band Michael Owens of Miami Springs; son “Joe” 
Eugene and companion Bobbi Summerall of Sarasota; 
sister Betty Hille of Norfolk, Neb.; brother William 
and wife Joan of Treasure Island and Rossport, Ont., 
Canada; former wife Martha “Marty;” and grandchil-
dren Morgan Storm Owens, Cyrus Flint Owens, Ken-
neth Robert Ardren and Courtney “Blue” Jarrett.

GET IN THE GAME
$5O PICK THE FOOTBALL WINNERS CONTEST
DEC. 26 GAME WINNER:  KEVIN WICKS     BUC’S SCORE WINNER: SORRY, NO WINNER.

Island, Sarasota writer Bob Ardren dies
By Paul Roat

 The world is a bit smaller with the death of Bob 
Ardren early on New Year’s Day.
 Robert Lyman “Bob” Ardren, 67, of Sarasota, died 
Jan. 1. He wrote for fi ve years for The Islander news-
paper, covering the “waters” beat: fi shing, boating, sail-
ing, snorkeling, scuba diving, mangroves, seagrasses, 
birds, bait and tackle and Cortez. 
 Bob was born in Wyeville, Wis. The family eventu-
ally moved to Denver, Iowa, where Bob graduated from 
Denver High School before attending the University of 
Iowa. He began his career in journalism as a reporter for 
United Press International in Indianapolis and Detroit. 
He later worked in public relations for General Electric 
in Schenectady, N.Y., and Louisville, Ky., then relo-
cated to Des Moines, Iowa, as an editor for the Mer-
edith Publishing Co. After moving to Sarasota in 1976, 
Bob briefl y worked for Walt’s Fish Market and Seafood 
Restaurant before becoming director of public affairs 
at the John and Mabel Ringling Museum of Art, where 
he was also curator of the Ringling Circus Museum for 
a time. He was a museum employee for 16 years. For 
20 years, Bob wrote a weekly column for the  Tampa 
Tribune called “Suncoast Shelter” about the Southwest 
Florida housing industry. 
 He was also a contributing writer for Sarasota mag-
azine and for The Islander (known earler as the Islander 
Bystander) newspaper. In 1994, he joined the Pelican 

Press, a weekly newspaper 
based on Siesta Key, as a 
reporter and columnist; he 
was employed by the Peli-
can at the time of his death. 
Bob wrote extensively 
about the city of Sarasota in 
news articles and his twice-
monthly column, “Main 
Street Beat,” covering life 
and events in downtown  
Sarasota. He expressed his 
longtime interest in local 

waters, boating and the environment in another twice-
monthly Pelican column, “Sarasota Waters.” 
 He was the recipient of multiple writing awards 
from the Florida Press Association. He was a former 
president of the Florida Attractions Association and a 
founding member of the Sarasota-Manatee Press Club. 
At various times he was a member of the Showfolks of 
Sarasota, Sarasota Sailing Squadron, Selby Gardens, 
the Sports Car Club of America and, more recently, the 
Sarasota Kiwanis Club. He was also a former Hospice 
volunteer in Sarasota.
  “Just look at what he’s done,” a friend said, 
“United Press International to Walt’s Fish Market. Flor-
ida Attractions Association president to a member of 
Showfolks, the circus in Sarasota. Head of public rela-
tions at the Florida offi cial museum, John and Mabel 
Ringling Museum of Art, to being a Hospice volunteer. 
We’re talking Renaissance man when it comes to Bob 
Ardren.”
 Bob held court every Saturday morning at the 
Farmer’s Market in downtown Sarasota with his posse 
of city offi cials, community leaders and just hangers-on. 
It was a diverse group, to say the least, all drawn by 
his big laugh and voluminous expertise of downtown 
Sarasota, where he lived for more than 25 years.
 But he also had a draw to the water. He was one 
of the few writers in Florida who took a stance against 
the 1995 constitutional amendment which eventually 
stifl ed gill netting of mullet in near-shore water of the 
state and severely impacted the village of Cortez. He 
recognized that the problem with gill nets and Florida 
fi sheries wasn’t in the nets, but in the overdevelopment 
of the coastal waters and the demise of habitat. 
 “Bob was a friend of Cortez,” said Blue Fulford, 
a patriarch of the village. “He used to eat with us on 

Bob Ardren wrote for The 
Islander from 1993-97. 

Marion L. MacVicar
 Marion L. MacVicar, of Kalamazoo, Mich., and 
formerly Holmes Beach, died Dec. 30.
 Mrs. MacVicar was born in Altmont, Mich., and 
spent most of her adult life in Flint, Mich. She retired 
to Florida in 1980, then moved back to Kalamazoo in 
2006.
 Locally, she was a member of Roser Memorial 
Community Church and the Key Royale Club.
 A local memorial service will be announced. A cel-
ebration of her life was held on Jan. 4 in Kalamazoo 
and online guestbook comments are welcome at lifes-
torynet.com. 
 She is survived by sons James and wife Nancy of 
Holmes Beach, and Dean and wife Linda of Kalamazoo; 
seven grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

Obituaries

Ruth A. Rousseau
 Ruth A. Rousseau, 78, of Bradenton and formerly 
of Brattleboro, Vt., died Jan. 2.
 Mrs. Rousseau moved to Manatee County in 1994. 
She was a member of the Church of the Annunciation. 
She worked in customer service with Cheshire County 
Savings Bank, and volunteered in libraries of several 
elementary schools. She was a member of the Ameri-
can Red Cross and the Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary.
 Services will be held at a later date. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the American Red Cross, 
Southwest Florida Chapter, 2001 Cantu Court, Sarasota 
FL 34232. Brown and Sons Funeral Home, 43rd Street 
Chapel, is in charge of arrangements.
 She is survived by husband Richard; son Peter 
of Hanoi, North Vietnam; daughter Ann Morris Of 
Sewanee, Tenn.; and six grandchildren. 

Harold Winer
 Harold Winer, 94, of Longboat Key, died Jan. 3.
 Mr. Winer moved to the area in 1972. He was a 
self-taught artist, and was featured at the former Salon 
Gallery on Longboat Key. He was known for sending 
handmade Christmas and Jewish New Year cards to 
friends and admirers, of which many resided on Anna 
Maria Island.
 He worked with teens at the Manatee Regional 
Juvenile Detention Center, helping youth learn of art 
as a tool to change their lives, as well as with Mana-
tee Glens Adolescent Recovery Center. He was named 
artist of the year in 1993 by the Sarasota Visual Art 
Center. He served in the U.S. Army during World War 
II. 
 A celebration of his life will be scheduled at a later 
date. Memorial contributions may be made to Art Center 
Sarasota, 707 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota FL 34236; 
the Manatee Regional Juvenile Detention Center, 1803 
Fifth St. W., Bradenton FL 34205; or Manatee Glens 
Adolescent Recovery Center, 1819 Fifth St. W., Bra-
denton FL 34205.
 He is survived by daughters Sandi Cooper of Long-
boat Key and Ann Arbor, Mich., and Shana Ross of San 
Luis Obispo, Calif.; son Kalman of Burkettville, Maine; 
close friend Claire Stern of Sarasota; fi ve grandchil-
dren; and fi ve great-grandchildren.  

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 Dec. 29, 300 block Tarpon Avenue, burglary. The 
complainant said someone entered an unsecured shed 
on his property and took numerous items.

Bradenton Beach
 Dec. 26, 1500 block Gulf Drive South, license. 
Officers noted a car emitting a loud sound driving 
northbound on Gulf Drive. He was stopped, and a 
records check revealed the driver had a suspended 
driver’s license. He was arrested.
 Dec. 29, 1800 block Gulf Drive South, drugs. 
Longboat Key police officers contacted Bradenton 
Beach offi cers regarding a suspicious person in a car 
parked at Leffi s Key. Subsequent search revealed that 
Kaleb David Dixon, 18, of Bradenton, had cannabis in 
his vehicle and he was arrested and charged with pos-
session of illegal drugs.

Holmes Beach
 Dec. 28, 3204 East Bay Drive, Island Bazaar, crimi-
nal mischief. Offi cers on patrol noticed that someone 
had spray-painted graffi ti on a truck in back of the busi-
ness. The back of the building also was vandalized. 
 Jan. 1, 5800 block Holmes Boulevard, theft. The 
complainant said that someone took his snowman yard 
decoration, valued at $60, from the front yard.

Streetlife

William G. ‘Bill’ Olsen
 William G. “Bill” Olsen, 93, of Bradenton, died 
Jan. 5.
 Formerly of New Jersey, Mr. Olsen moved to Flor-
ida in 1979, and to Bradenton in 2002. 
 He worked in New Jersey for 50 years before his 
retirement. He served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II. He was a member of the Roser Memorial Com-
munity Church for 25 years and was active in the Men’s 
Club, served as an usher and Deacon, and was respon-
sible for many church dinners, with the pancake break-
fasts being his favorite.
 A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 11, at the church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the church, 
P.O. Box 247, Anna Maria FL 34216, or Tidewell Hos-
pice & Palliative Care, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota FL 
34238.
 Survivors include his wife of 65 years, Edwina; 
son Bill and wife Barbara of Texas; daughter Kris and 
husband Rick of New Jersey; and grandchildren Blake 
of Texas, Hillary and husband Adam of Colorado, and 
David and Jessie of New Jersey. 
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott entertains in The Red 

Room. Enjoy the music with wine at the bar, appetizers 
or dinner, including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted 

lobster tails, bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Friday 6-9

Starting Jan. 14: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6-9
Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Thursdays 4-8 pm
German Buffet  

Includes Dessert $8.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  $8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNew!

Italian Buffet
Every Monday 

4-8pm

 
per person

includes dessert!

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Couple announces holiday engagement
Diane Beer and Jerry Miller announced their 
engagement last week at Harvey Memorial Commu-
nity Church in Bradenton Beach. Beer is a longtime 
board chair at the church. Miller surprised her with a 
Christmas proposal, which the couple announced at 
the church Dec. 30. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Murphy, James marry
Denise M. Murphy and Kevin James married Nov. 3, 
2007, during a ceremony at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Tampa. A reception followed at the Tampa 
Yacht and Country Club. The bride is the daughter of 
Dan and Barbara Murphy of Anna Maria. The groom 
is the son of Chuck and Diana James of Amarillo, 
Texas, and formerly of Holmes Beach. The couple 
honeymooned in Italy. They will reside in Tampa.

To catch a killer
“Over My Dead Body,” the Island Players fi rst production of the new year, will open Thursday, Jan. 17, with 
Mary Jo Johnson, from left, Beth Shaugnessy, Sam McDowell and James Thaggard on stage. The play, a 
mystery-comedy, also features Jay Poppe, Jo Kendall, Jim Wright and Brian James Dennis. “Over My Dead 
Body” will continue at the theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, through Feb. 3. The box offi ce will be open 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, as well as one hour before the shows. For more information, call 
the box offi ce at 941-778-5755. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Art League seeks exhibit entries
 The Anna Maria Island Art League will accept sub-
missions from artists Jan. 9 for an upcoming exhibit.
 The 14th annual James Pay Exhibit is open to mem-
bers of the AMIAL and honors the late founder of the 
organization. It will open Friday, Jan. 11.
 Submissions for the exhibit will be accepted from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the league offi ce, 
5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Local artists may 

submit up to three pieces of work for the show at a price 
of $10 per entry.
 The exhibit will run through Jan. 31. Gallery hours 
are 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
 The artist’s reception on Jan. 11 will begin at 5:30 
p.m.
 For more information, call the league at 941-778-
2099.
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5406 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-5320
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900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-94044528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404

C8

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Fri, Jan. 11~Michael MacFri, Jan. 11~Michael Mac

Sat, Jan. 12~Tammy HatchSat, Jan. 12~Tammy Hatch
Sun, Jan. 13 ~ Doc & BCSun, Jan. 13 ~ Doc & BC

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes

Tues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pmTues-Thurs     11:30 am-9 pm
Fri    11:30am-midnightFri    11:30am-midnight
Sat      noon-midnightSat      noon-midnight
Sun    noon-8:00pmSun    noon-8:00pm

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 

795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1 MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B44B4B4B44B4B44B4444B44BB44B4444

LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com
SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

C8

Mt. Vernon Offi ce
9819 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210

Direct: 941-345-1496
Tel: 941-795-3885
Fax: 941-795-3882

1-877-COASTFL
www.coastfl .com
NASDAQ: CFHI

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

Great Great 
FoodFood

Stellar Stellar 
ServiceService

Unique Unique 
AtmosphereAtmosphere

Signature Signature 
EventsEvents

111 Gulf Drive S., Bradenton Beach • Anna Maria Island 

941-782-1122 
Visit our new Web site!  www.thesunhouserestaurant.com

C8

(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVER 

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm

SIMPLY A BETTER WAY TO OWN THE
VERY BEST OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND.

RESERVE NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
LIMITED PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!
TOLL FREE 866.778.8433

B3
B4

B4

B4

Caribbean Grill & Restaurant

Caribbean and Locally Brewed Beers!

103 Gulf Drive • Bradenton Beach Open 4-9:30 Fri. & Sat. 4-10:30 
Reservations Accepted • 941.779.1930 • bananacabanaseafood.com

Great Food with an Island Attitude! 
Seafood • Ribs • Chicken • Steaks 

Live Music 
Friday & Saturday 

HALF-OFF 
ENTRÉE 

with this ad and the purchase of a 
regular priced entrée and any 

two beverages. 
Excludes holidays and special events. 

Expires 1/23/08. 

Home of the Mango-Macadamia Encrusted Grouper, 
World Famous Paella and Mango Crab Cakes!

Where the locals and stars love to dine!
Denzel Washington said: “Great Food”

Early Bird 
Specials 

2 FREE 
GLASSES OF WINE 

with this ad and the purchase of 2 
entrees at regular price. 

Excludes holidays and special events. 
Expires 1/23/08.

   

Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

‘I recommend The Islander’‘I recommend The Islander’

SINCE 1992
Web site: www.islander.org

Well, almost everyone … Anna Maria Island’s longest-
running, most award-winning newspaper ever is favored 

by Islanders and visitors at newsstands and by mail-order 
subscribers. And Baby Evan Talucci of Holmes Beach 
highly recommends reading The Islander every week.

Everyone loves it! Everyone reads it!
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Information sought in 
former Bradenton Beach 

resident’s death
By Mike Quinn

NewsManatee.Com Publisher
Special to The Islander

 The Sarasota County Sheriff’s Offi ce is looking for 
information regarding the slaying of former Bradenton 
Beach resident Brian T. Morrissey, 51, who was found 
dead early in December 2007 in Sarasota.
 “Specifi cally, we’re looking for anyone who might 
have known Morrissey or knew anything about him, 
such as where he might have hung out, or who he might 
have known,” Sarasota County Sheriff’s Offi ce spokes-
man Lt. Chuck Lesaltato said. “At this point, detectives 
are stumped and we’re asking the public’s help.” 
 A press release said deputies are actively investi-

gating the homicide of Mor-
rissey, who was found in his 
home by concerned friends 
on Dec. 3, 2007, at 5:26 p.m., 
at 2114 Bispham Road, Suite 
7, Sarasota. 
 “ W h e n  d e p u t i e s 
arrived, the front door was 
locked,” Lesaltato said. 
“Whoever killed Morrissey 
locked up when he or they 
left.”

 Morrissey’s body was turned over to the medical 
examiner’s offi ce. After an autopsy, it was determined 
he died as a result of homicidal violence.
 Lesaltato declined to comment on the presence of 
illegal drugs or how Morrissey was killed.
 According to Manatee County court records, Mor-
rissey was arrested in September 2005 and charged with 
a felony and several misdemeanors of possession of 
a controlled substance. An original arrest report said 
Morrissey was acting strangely at Tyler’s Ice Cream, 
11904 Cortez Road W., and had been asked to leave. 
He left the store, but remained on the property outside, 
hardly able to stand and speaking incoherently, accord-
ing to reports. When deputies attempted to arrest him, 

Bradenton Beach cop arrests 
woman on robbery charge

By Mike Quinn
NewsManatee.com Publisher

Special to The Islander
 Bradenton Beach Police Sgt J. Gill located and 
arrested Kellie Evers, 39, of the 3600 block of 51st 
Street Court, Bradenton, after Evers attempted to rob 
a friend of Gill’s outside Clancy’s Bar, Bradenton, on 

Dec. 31.
 According to the arrest report, 
which was filed by the Bra-
denton Police Department, 
the victim, Robert Balsai, said 
a woman, later identified as 
Evers, approached him inside 
Clancy’s Bar and told Balsai 
she had hit his car in the park-
ing lot.

 Balsai followed her outside, at 
which time Evers balled up her hand under clothing, 
pretended it was a gun, and told Balsai that it was a 
robbery and she would let him live if he gave her $20 
dollars, according to the report.
 Balsai said all he had was plastic, backed away and 
went inside the bar.
 Inside the bar, Balsai told his friend Gill of the 
incident, and he went outside looking for the woman, 
while Balsai called Bradenton Police.
 Gill located Evers in the 4300 block of 59th Street 
West, arrested her and detained her until Bradenton 
Police arrived.
 Bradenton Police charged Evers with attempted 
robbery. She was also charged with possession of drug 
paraphernalia after they searched her and found a crack 
cocaine pipe in her possession.

Monday, Jan. 14
Breakfast: Cheese Omelet with Hashbrown, 
Cereal, Toast, Peanut Butter and Jelly Sand-

wich, Fruit
Lunch: Turkey Gravy or Breaded Beef Patty, 

Mashed Potatoes, Breadstick, Peaches
Tuesday, Jan. 15

Breakfast: Breakfast Hot Pocket, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Rotini with Meat Sauce or Corn 
Dog, Roll, Garden Salad, Pineapple Tidbits, 

Tangerines
Wednesday, Jan. 16

Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, 
Super Donut, Toast, Cereal

Lunch: “Bosco” Sticks with Marinara Sauce, 
Assorted Salads and Sandwiches, Carrots and 
Celery with Dip, Applesauce, Zoo Crackers

Thursday, Jan. 17
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese on a Biscuit, 

Oatmeal, Cereal, Fruit
Lunch: Chicken Tenders or Homemade 
Chili, White Rice, Veggie Cup with Dip, 

Strawberries and Bannanas
Friday, Jan. 18

No school.��������	�
�����������	�����������
����
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Garden club to meet 
at Roser

 The Anna Maria Island Garden Club will hold a 
dish garden workshop at noon Wednesday, Jan. 16, at 
Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria.
 Attendees should bring a container and plants but 
soil and rocks will be provided, as will refreshments.
 For more information, call Mary Manion at 941-
778-2607.

he threw a black leather bag into a ditch. The bag was 
recovered and found to contain a small amount of crack 
cocaine, a crack pipe and several narcotic pills.
 Morrissey was living in Bradenton Beach at that 
time, in the 2500 block of Avenue B.
 Anyone with information regarding this case should 
contact Detective Kim McGath at 941-861-4928, or 
leave anonymous information on the Crime Stoppers 
Tip Line at 941-366-TIPS (8477).

Evers

Morrissey

Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island presents it’s sixth annual

   Extravaganza 
   & Casino Night

6pm, Saturday, Jan 19
St. Bernard Catholic Church
Holmes Beach

$65 per person, 
advance sales only at:

• Island Florist, 5312 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach

• Island Vacation Properties, 
3001 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

• Waterside Lending, 
104 Bridge St, Bradenton Beach

Or call Extravaganza Chair 
Doug Winton 941-778-7167

Casino-Style gaming tables • 
and more
Buffet by Ezra• 
Appetizers by Sandbar• 
Open bar• 
Music and dancing to R.P.M.• 
Silent and live auctions• 
Door prize – 3 nights at AMI • 
beachfront condo

Call 778-7978

Advertise here and reach more than 20,000 people weekly with your ad 
–for as little as $12!
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Sunset Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
Wed. Jan 9, 5-7pm

www.groupersandwich.com

Big work going on in northern Cortez
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 A new business, new buildings going up, a new 
bridge — it’s all part of a $17 million project along the 
north side of Cortez Road in the historic fi shing village 
of Cortez. 
 Reaction to the new massive spread, which drew 
little opposition during county planning hearings, is 
almost universal dismay among villagers. But the 
builder is sure all that will pass when the job is com-
pleted. 
 It is a three-building complex that will accommo-
date 272 boats in dry storage and 10 at slips. It is a con-
dominium arrangement, with storage spaces now being 
marketed. Owner, developer and seller is the Bradenton 
Boat Club, organized for the purpose. 
 It is the sixth such boatery built in Florida under 

subcontract by Bellingham Marine, a Puget Sound-
based company described as the biggest in the United 
States. Construction contractor is J.H. Allen Associ-
ates. 
 Owner is Norm Burke, who has offi ces in Naples. 
He and his fi rm recently completed a similar facility in 
downtown Naples, he said, and “it fi ts in just fi ne.” He 
promised the Cortez buildings will be just as accept-
able when they are completed, painted and landscaped. 
“People see just the skeletons and metal exteriors now,” 
he said, “but it will be very different with 35-foot palm 
trees and grass and shrubbery.” 
 Land access is off Cortez Road and from 123rd 
Street, while boat traffi c will continue to be via the 
canal that connects with Anna Maria Sound near the 
Cortez Bridge. 
 Crossing the canal is an old humpback bridge on 
127th Street, and that structure will be replaced, Burke 
said. It has been condemned by the state. Its replace-
ment will be a bit higher and include a sidewalk, made 

possible by new technology that requires less concrete, 
so less space. All will be in the same right of way as the 
present bridge. 
 Bridge work will begin about the fi rst of April, 
Burke said, and take from 30 to 60 days. Traffi c will 
be detoured along back roads during construction. 
 Construction of the boat condos proceeds mean-
while, Burke said, noting that the fi rst one is getting its 
“skin” while the second, the largest, is under way and 
the third will be toward the rear of the four-acre site 
which was formerly C&C Marina.  
 Originally planned for the site were 21 residences 
and a marina, but boat storage emerged as a better use 
of the property as boat facilities dwindled across the 
country, Burke said. Manatee County offi cials agreed. 
 Sales of storage spaces are under way now with 
Allen Goddard as general manager and three or four 
other employees there. Prices depend on the boat 
and range from $65,000 to $115,000 for dry storage, 
$130,000 for a wet slip. Cortez festival 

planners ahead 
of game

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

 Cortezians arranging their 2008 fi shing festival are 
meeting Wednesday evening, Jan. 9, to iron out details 
well ahead of the annual event Feb. 16 and 17. 
 The meeting will be at 6 p.m. at the Cortez Commu-
nity Center, with a goal of topping the $62,000 raised 
by last year’s Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival. The 
money this year will again go to clearing up fi nances 
for the purchase of the few private lots remaining in the 
Florida Institute of Saltwater Heritage Preserve just to 
the east of the historic village. 
 The celebration of the village’s history and people, 
its theme “Net Working,” will pretty much fi ll the pic-
turesque little town, the main concentrations along the 
waterfront. Parking will be in the village for early arriv-
als, nearby for later comers.
 The festival will run shuttle service from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. both days. Admission is $2 for adults. 
 Already pretty much in line are 53 artists who will 
show and sell their creations, as arranged by Linda 
Molto, herself a successful artist and longtime Cortez-
ian. Their entries were juried last November. 
  Mary Fulford Green is taking care of the food, 
with booths scheduled by restaurants from up and down 
the Gulf Coast from south Sarasota to north of the Man-
atee River. The menu again will include mullet, the fi sh 
that built Cortez from the late 19th century onward. 
Deadline for applying for a food booth is Thursday, 
Jan. 10.
 There will be music all through both days of the 
festival, once again programmed by Cortez music 
legend Richard Culbreath. 
 Sponsoring the event is the core organization of 
Cortez, FISH, whose efforts have brought public own-
ership to the 95-acre FISH Preserve at the east end of 
the village, the Florida Maritime Museum, and a dozen 
other projects that keep the historic village vibrant. 

Good karma
Yoga instructor Joan Dickinson leads a free introductory class, “Move, Meditate, Manifest,” Jan. 3 at Island Yoga 
Space at Body and Sol, 9805 Gulf Drive, second fl oor, Anna Maria, For more information about the class, which 
meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, or other programs at the space, call 941-778-8356. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Riding in 
style
Rolf, Maria and 
Johann Bertram 
travel to the 
Philippines, 
where they took 
a ride in a jeep-
ney — public 
transportation 
that costs less 
than a taxi cab.
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 1/15/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner

Friday Nights 
Prime RibIron

Skillet
Cafe FREE glass of house 

wwwwwine with the purchase 
of a dinner entrée. 

Please bring coupon. 
Expires 1-8-08. 

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

11am-8pm Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm Fri & Sat • Closed Sun
8799 Cortez Road W. • 941-795-4898

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED i [ r

BRADENTON & 
THE ISLANDS

DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING

       DELIVERY-

Daily Specials!
Wed: Boliché
Thurs: Bistek Empanisado 

Fri: Paellá

$10.95

tres chic!

5406 Marina Dr. •  Holmes Beach • 778-5320  

Continental 
Bistro

Happy hour 

nightly, 

5-6:30 at 

the wine bar. 

Live jazz with 

vocalist Diane 

Linscott,.  

Plus Bob 

Santi on 

piano!

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Grand Opening Weekend!
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

(January 11, 12 & 13)

12507 Cortez Road
 at the Cortez Fishing Center

(941)  565-0683

Buy one meal,  get one free!
Breakfast 7-11am,  Lunch 11-5:30

Early Bird Dinner  2-5:30 pm

Enter our drawing and win!
1- $50 gift certifi cate and 2-$25 gift certifi cates

to be given away each day!
12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
TUE TUE ~ The Wheedles Band 8pm

WEDWED ~ Smooth Jazz - Project SRQ 8pm
THURS THURS  ~  Homemade Shepherd’s Pie, 

Bangers and Mash,  Live Irish music 7pm
FRI FRI ~ Gulf Drive 6-8pm

                      ~ NEW KARAOKE with 
                      Mike Sales 8:30pm

SAT SAT ~ Tim Chandler       8pm
Dixieland Jazz Band returns Jan 14!

THURSDAY

Wednesday, Jan. 9
7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-

merce hosts breakfast at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf 
Drive, Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-778-1541.

1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island 
Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-6341.

5 p.m. — The Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., Anna 
Maria, celebrates the completion of its new deck with a ribbon-
cutting with guests from the Anna Maria Island, Longboat Key/
Lido Key/St. Armands Key and Manatee chambers of com-
merce. Information: 941-778-1541.

Thursday, Jan. 10
8:30 a.m. — An Internet class for beginners takes place at 

the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6079.

Friday, Jan. 11
 5:30 p.m. — The 14th annual memorial James Pay 
Exhibit opens with a free reception at the Anna Maria Island 
Art League, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-2099.

Saturday, Jan. 12
 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Privateers host 
a Thieves Market at Coquina Beach. Information: 727-214-
8903.
 8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island meets 
for breakfast and a program at Cafe on the Beach, Manatee 
Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The scheduled 
speaker is club member Jim Anderson. Information: 941-795-
8697.
 10 a.m. — The Island Gallery West, 5368 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop on painting acrylics on wood 
with Nancy Law. Information: 941-792-1039.
 10:30 a.m. — Save Anna Maria Inc. holds a meeting at 
the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, 
to discuss issues such as the Anna Maria Island Bridge project 
and to nominate new offi cers. 
 2 p.m. — Caroline Reed and Dana Cyr discusses the 

At 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, the Island Gallery West, 
5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a free public 
workshop on painting acrylics on wood with Nancy 
Law. Information: 941-792-1039. Islander Photo: 
Courtesy Island Gallery West

Virgin Islands, including music and cuisine, phrases and post-
ers at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.

8 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center hosts 
the Billy Rice Band. Tickets are now on sale. Information: 941-
778-1908.

Sunday, Jan. 13
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 

S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts a pancake breakfast 
and bake sale. Information: 941-778-4769.

Monday, Jan. 14
2 p.m. — Melissa Steortz of Blissful Garden Day Spa leads 

a session in massage therapy at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-
6341.

Tuesday, Jan. 15
Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for 

lunch and a program at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf 
Drive N., Bradenton Beach. A club assembly is planned. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1880.

Wednesday, Jan. 16
Noon: The Anna Maria Island Garden Club meets at noon 

at Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-2607.

Ongoing:
• The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria displays the 

work of photographer Nikita Kavoukles through Jan. 15. Infor-
mation: 941-778-1906.
 • Through Jan. 12, the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, showcases the Eyeland Needlers 2008 
quilt, which will be raffl ed during the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center’s Tour of Homes. Information: 941-778-4117.
 • From Jan. 11 to Jan. 31, the 14th annual memorial 
James Pay Exhibit is at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.
 • Anna Maria resident Jay Canterbury is the featured artist 
this month at the Arts Council of Manatee County Gallery, 926 
12th St. W., Bradenton. The exhibit showcases photographic 
abstracts. Information: 941-746-2223.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Mag-
nolia Ave., Anna Maria, offers a range of classes for adults 
and children Mondays through Saturdays, including cooking, 
dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center also hosts a vari-
ety of athletic programs. Information: 941-778-1908, or www.
islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the 
Felts Audubon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens 
to visitors, with volunteers available to answer questions about 
the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. Information: 941-729-
2222.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., 
the widowed persons support group meets at the Anna Maria 

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JAN 9-15, 2008

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1.75 
LTR

$1999 $1899
Absolut Vodka Seagram 7

750
ML

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

Real German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: TUES-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Specials: 
Bavarian Haxen and Crispy Duckling

PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach 778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, Red 
Grouper, and
16-20 piece 
Extra Large 

Shrimp
Expires 1-15-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Tuesday-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Game Day Party Seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

smoked mullet, fi sh spread, and more!

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • January 13 • 8-11:30 am 
Adults $5 Children under 12 $1 

INCLUDES: 
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All-You-Care-to-Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach 

RRRRRistorante Italiano

Dinner for Two

Appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert and a select 

bottle of red or white wine.
Mon-Thurs., excludes holidays.

Expires 01/22/07

Lunch 11:30am-2pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat.

6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American 
Legion Kirby Stewart Post 24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, 
hosts dinners for the public. Information: 941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the 
Inquiring Minds group. Information: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th 
streets west and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — 
holds art walks on the fi rst Fridays and fi rst Saturdays of the 
month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
• On Jan. 17, the Island Players next production, “Over My 

Dead Body,” opens at the theater at the corner of Gulf and Pine 
in Anna Maria. Shows continue through Feb. 3. The box offi ce 
is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, as well as 
one hour before the shows. Information: 941-778-5755.

 • Anna Maria Elementary School’s second annual Dolphin 
Dash is scheduled for Jan. 19. The event consists of a 5k run 
and a fun walk beginning at 8 a.m.  Entry forms are available 
in the school administrative offi ce. Fee applies. Information: 
941-778-5525.
 • On Jan. 19, the Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island pres-
ents the 2008 Rotary Extravaganza and Casino Night at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-746-7517.
 • On Jan. 19, the Anna Maria Island Privateers smoke 
and sell mullet in the Publix parking lot, 3900 E. Bay Blvd., 
Holmes Beach, to raise money for the Sue Normand Relief 
and Recovery Fund. Information: 941-720-0426.
 • On Jan. 21, and for three dates after, the Manatee 
County Audubon Society conducts classes in bird watching at 
Synovus Bank, the corner of Manatee Avenue and 26th Street 
West, Bradenton. Information: 941-792-9235.
 • On Jan. 25, the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 
Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop on drawing 
portraits. Information and registration: 941-778-2099.
 • On Jan. 26, a Manatee County Household Hazardous 
Waste/E-Scrap Collection takes place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Coquina Beach. Information: 941-316-1988.
 • On Jan. 26, the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., hosts a fee-based class in babysitting. 
Information and registration: 941-941-778-1541.
 • On Jan. 27, the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria 
hosts a reception for “Myakka Series Continued” featuring work 
by Island-raised artist and naturalist Jean Blackburn. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1906.
 • On Jan. 29, Florida holds its presidential preference pri-
mary.
 • On Jan. 30, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce business expo takes place at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1541.

Save the date:
 • On Feb. 2, the Friends of the Library hosts the annual 
Friends Book Sale at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. A preview sale for Friends of the Library 

members takes place the day before. Information: 941-778-
6341.
 • On Feb. 3, the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
hosts the U.S. Air Force Reserve Band in a free concert. Free 
tickets are available on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 7, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts 
a Jazz Fest at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 
Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On Feb. 8, a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park — the Butterfl y Bash — takes place at St. Bernard Catho-
lic Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-518-4431.
 • On Feb. 10, the Anna Maria Wedding Merchants Asso-
ciation hosts an Islandwide wedding trade fair. Information: 
941-778-8705.
 • On Feb. 14, the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island pres-
ents the annual Sweetheart Dance at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Information: 941-778-1383.
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community Center 
holds its annual auction and dinner — an Affaire to Remember 
— at the Center. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 23, the Historic Bridge Street Merchants Asso-
ciation hosts the Anna Maria Island Farmers Market.
 On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
hosts its annual fashion show at the Bradenton Country Club. 
Information: 941-778-1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society 
hosts Heritage Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria. Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center presents the Tour of Homes benefi t. 
Information: 941-778-1908.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Please 
include time, date and location of the event and a contact 
number and e-mail address. The deadline for submissions is 
at least one week prior to the Wednesday publication date.
Remember, the sooner you submit your notice, the sooner The 
Islander can announce the event.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Rotary selling tickets to 2008 
casino night Jan. 19

 The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island hopes to 
hit the jackpot Jan. 19, when it will present its biggest 
fundraiser of the year.
 The club’s annual Rotary Extravaganza and Casino 
Night will take place at 6 p.m. at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church, 248 S. Harbor Drive.
 The event will raise money for a number of Rotary 
projects.
 The event will also offer Island rollers an oppor-
tunity to play casino-style games, dine on appetizers 
from the Sandbar Restaurant and a buffet dinner by 
Ezra, dance to the music of RPM and bid on a variety 
of items in live and silent auctions.
 Tickets, which often sell out in advance, are $65 
per person and are available by the table.
 For tickets and more information, call event chair 
Doug Winton at 941-778-7167.
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Jan 09-- *2:11 1.1 6:52 -0.7 11:41 2.2 5:05 0.9
 Jan 10-- *2:22 1.1 7:23 -0.7 — — 6:02 0.8
 Jan 11-- 12:26 2.1 7:54 -0.5 2:37  1.2 7:03 0.7
 Jan 12-- 1:16 2.0 8:25 -0.4 2:59 1.4 8:10 0.5
 Jan 13-- 2:13 1.7 8:56 -0.1 3:25 1.5 9:24 0.3
 Jan 14-- 3:22 1.4 9:26 0.2 3:55 1.7 10:45 0.1
 Jan 15-- 4:54 1.1 9:53 0.5 4:31 1.9 — —
 Jan 16-- 7:15 0.9 12:12  -0.1 5:15 2.0 *10:10 0.8

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Bob’s passing brings sad times for ‘waters’ folks 

Cortezian Espin Bullock took this picture of Bob 
Ardren in 1975 on a sailing trip. Bob died Jan. 1. 

 If the new year is supposed to bring bright hope and 
happiness, 2008 didn’t quite bear up to its promise. At 
least, not to me.
 Got a phone call just after midnight from a buddy 
that another buddy, Bob Ardren, had died. 
 Bob was a champion of all things fi shy, both jour-
nalistic and aquatic. 
 He was a journalist for the United Press Interna-
tional when there was still a UPI, wrote about the new 
housing market for the Tampa Tribune, wrote a column 
about all things environmental to do with our Gulf and 
bay waters for The Islander, then covered the city of 
Sarasota for the Pelican Press in Sarasota, where he’s 
lived downtown for more than 25 years.
 God, how he upset people in Sarasota! God, how 
he loved it!
 That statement could be an epitaph, except that by-
and-large he was loved by all. Even the folks he beat 
up in print.
 Bob stories are legion. 
 Road trips were always a fun time. Bob would sit 
there, Buddha-like, in the passenger seat, not saying 
much, just doing the do-de-do of being a passenger in 
the car. 
 “Look!” he’d say. “There’s a cow! Let’s stop and 
look at the cow!”
 So we’d stop. Cow. Another cow. And another.
 Road trips with Bob were never a very zippy event. 
But they were always fun.
 A favorite trip was when we did a Tampa lap for 
his Trib column, which was basically a review of model 
homes and new construction. When Bob did the column 
solo, he’d only hit a couple-three houses in a day — 
those pesky cows! — but when I drove, he could hit 
four or fi ve model houses in a Saturday, grab lunch, and 
he’d have four or fi ve columns in the bag.
 So we’re at this model home. It’s nothing special. 
Bob is taking notes, and I’m ahead of him in the house 
walk-through. 
 I start to laugh at the master bath. Bob comes in 
to fi nd me standing perched on the commode in one of 
those new styles that calls for a special little room for 
the toilet. Only a toilet. 
 But it seems that the “master developer” of the 
model home has designed the house featuring a bath-
room that had a door that happens to swing into the 
bathroom. Clearance to the toilet proper was about half 
an inch. 
 So to close the door there were two options: perch 
on the toilet, or straddle it. I chose to perch, and we 
couldn’t stop laughing.
 It got better after the two women who were also 
touring the home saw a tall guy (me) standing on a toilet 
with a big guy (Bob) who looked like a walrus standing 
outside the bathroom, both laughing like fi ends.
 Somehow, I don’t think the real estate lady made a 
sale on the home that day.
 Another good Bob story came as we were coming 
back to our part of the world on old U.S. 301. Bob said 
we should stop at Showfolks, a tavern frequented by 
circus and carnival folks in Gibsonton, for a beer. 
 No, I said, we’ll just get cornered by some carnie 
with no teeth who will tell me his fascinating — to him 
— life story about working the midways throughout the 
country.

 No, Bob insisted, we’ll just get beer.
 We go in, grab seats, order beer and, within sec-
onds, a guy with no teeth comes over, sits down next to 
me and starts to tell me about how fascinating his life 
has been working the midways for circuses and county 
fairs across North America. 
 Bob blanched pale, as the saying goes. We left rap-
idly, and he was quiet all the way home. We didn’t even 
stop to look at cows.

One more …
 One fi nal story, a favorite of mine, his famously 
entertaining “man overboard.” 
 We’d go out frequently in my small power boat, 
although he preferred sails, looking at birds and man-
groves and drowning shrimp. The fi rst time we were 
out and came back to port, Bob looked at me calmly 
and announced, “man overboard,” and promptly fell 
over the side.
 It was apparently a ritual, or at least it became one 
whenever we were out on the water and the weather 
would permit such an act. 

Cruising (with) Class coming up
 Another buddy in the group of friends, includ-
ing Bob and I, who meet regularly for what we call 
“choir practice,” Stan Zimmerman, is again offering his 
“Cruising (with) Class” course at the Sarasota Sailing 
Squadron. As he puts it, “The west coast of Florida is 

one of the best places in the world to learn how to go 
a-voyaging in a small sailboat.” 
 The course consists of nine two-hour lectures. 
Topics covered include coastal navigation, weather, sail 
handling, anchoring, provisioning and cooking, self-
steering, emergency response and other skills necessary 
to cruise in comfort and safety. Each class will feature 
useful anchorage along the coast, as well as instruction 
on tying sailing knots.
 Showtime for the fi rst class starts at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 10, at the squadron, which is just down the 
road from Mote Marine Laboratory on City Island in 
Sarasota, just south of the New Pass Bridge. 

Whale of a tale
 A female sperm whale, all 30-plus feet of her, was 
euthanized off Fort Desoto Park last week. The whale 
was ailing and kept close to shore in Terra Ceia Bay 
and off Mullet Key, all just to the north of Anna Maria 
Island.
 The whale apparently had some sort of lesions in 
its intestines and was malnourished, hence the decision 
by biologists to put her out of her misery.

Sandscript factoid
 Despite the lore of “Moby Dick” and the great 
white whale in the Pacifi c Ocean, sperm whales have 
been in the Gulf of Mexico for almost forever. In fact, 
sperm whales were overfi shed almost to extinction by 
New England whalers in the late 1800s, hence the need 
to go to the Pacifi c for the valuable oil and blubber.
 There doesn’t seem to be much data about whales 
in the Gulf, maybe because there isn’t much shipping 
traffi c in the deep waters of our big pond, the haunt of 
the sperm whale. 

Amsterdam appetizers
Steve Szarbo celebrates his 65th birthday with his wife 
Barbara during a nine-day vacation in the Nether-
lands. The couple dined on an 18-dish meal at a Dutch-
Indonesian restaurant in Amsterdam, as well as visited 
the Van Gogh and Rembrant museums. All turned out 
great — except for the photo with the The Islander 
newspaper that they brought along and gave to their 
waiter. Islander Photo: Courtesy of Steve Szabo
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CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900            

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Offshore action all one could hope for, weather permitting
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Oops.
 The folks in Tallahassee keep changing the regula-
tions of open and closed season of fi sh, and news editor 
Paul Roat bobbled my previous column, noting in error 
that snook season opened this month.
 We apologize, but according to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, “the snook closure 
starts on Dec. 1 in all of Florida’s Gulf of Mexico, 
Everglades National Park and Monroe County coastal 
and inland waters. The harvest season for snook will 
remain closed until March 1 in these areas.”
 Thanks to William Tuley for pointing out the dis-
crepancy in the report. Catch, then release, please. 
 Grouper and snapper fi shing in the Gulf of Mexico 
is superb now. That’s the good news.
 The bad part is that wind and cold are making a 
trip offshore a tough go of it, to say the least. The air 
temperatures at night on Anna Maria Island dipped to 
37 degrees last week.
 But the offshore species are helping a bit, with 
reports of gag grouper moving closer and closer to 
shore, some within 8 miles. 
 Inshore action is a mixed-bag of mostly small 
fi sh. There are trout and some snook, a few redfi sh 
and sheepshead. 
 Capt. Thom Smith out of Annie’s Bait & Tackle 
on Cortez Road said he’s catching small redfi sh, trout 
and sheepshead.
 Capt. Sam Kimball, also out of Annie’s, said 
he’s catching lots of grouper and snapper, both red 
and gag, out in the Gulf, plus large land and man-
grove snapper. He’s also putting his charters onto 
some amberjack.

Shark attack!
Leah Frank and Jaclyn Frank, with dockmaster Jesus 
Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier, are pictured 
with a shark the girls caught on their fi rst time fi shing 
on New Year’s Day. The entire dock came over to see 
them reel it in on their little rod. Jaclyn attends Anna 
Maria Elementary School as a kindergartner. They 
also caught a lady fi sh and a fl ounder that day.

Big fi sh
Ashley Jorden from St. Louis caught her fi rst fi sh larger than a bluegill: one nice cobia and a pompano, while 
fi shing with Capt. Zach Zacharias.

 Capt. Mark Johnson of Annie’s said his back-
water charters are producing redfi sh and “fi nally some 
keeper-size trout.” He also noted that sheepshead are 
starting to show up.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at 
Catchers Marina in Holmes Beach said grouper and 
snapper catches in the Gulf are still excellent, with gag 
grouper being caught within 8 miles of Anna Maria 
Island. Trolling and the more traditional bottom-fi sh-
ing techniques are both working, Bill said. Mangrove 
snapper and amberjack are also a good offshore catch, 
but farther from shore. Backwater fi shing includes 
mangrove snapper “everywhere,” he said, plus sheep-
ies and reds, but the fi sh are running a little small. 
There are big mangrove snapper coming from the Sun-
shine Skyway Bridge area in Tampa Bay, though.
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said there were 
lots of hookups on mostly small fi sh last week: sheep-
shead, redfi sh and some pompano. They were keepers 
amidst the catch, Bob said, but all were running on the 
small side. Mackerel are all but gone, he added.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
anglers there were catching sheepies, black drum and 
mangrove snapper, plus some small snook. 
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 

he had a minor, or major, catastrophe last week when 
the extreme low tides took out the water exchange 
for his shrimp tank, costing him about 5,000 shrimp. 
Reports coming to the dock from fi shers include trout 
and mangrove snapper, plus redfi sh and black drum 
from the Manatee River.
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include small red-
fi sh and sheepshead.
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said he took 11-year-old Sky Curnutte from 
Little Rock, Ark., out last week, where she caught a 
cobia that was released. “The fi sh jumped six times 
and ran around the boat a few times for her, putting 
on a show,” Capt. Larry said. Sky also caught big 
gag grouper, a few kingfish and small amberjack. 
Tony Curnutte also caught a 21-pound gag grouper 
on the trip. It was a tough trip despite the great action 
because Mrs. Churnutte was killed by a drunk driver 
in May. The fi shing helped father and daughter over 
the holidays, Capt. Zach said. Other fi shing action 
includes grouper, snapper and amberjack from the 
Gulf, although kingfi sh and most of the cobia appar-
ently headed south for the winter. 
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said his most recent trip out 
was the day before the big New Year cold front. “We 
were able to shoot out off the beach for a bit and 
were rewarded again with snapper, grouper, Span-
ish mackerel, bluefi sh and a pair of cobia. The wind 
then picked up and ran us into the bay, where we did 
equally well with trout, pompano, more mackerel and 
big ladyfi sh.”
 On my boat Magic, we’ve been catching limit 
catches of mangrove snapper, as well as a lot of redfi sh, 
also at the limits allowed.  
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Sarasota club offers free classes
 The arts and sciences of cruising the Gulf of 
Mexico in a small sailboat are the subject of a series 
of free lectures starting in January at the Sarasota Sail-
ing Squadron. 
 The Sarasota Sailing Squadron will hold the lectures 
in its clubhouse on the northeast corner of City Island, 
at the end of Ken Thompson Parkway in Sarasota.
 Lecture topics include coastal navigation, weather, 
sail handling, anchoring, provisioning and cooking, 
self-steering, emergency response, and other skills nec-
essary to cruise in comfort and safety. Each class will 
feature an useful anchorage along the coast, as well as 
instruction on tying sailing knots.
 Classes will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10.
 For more information, call club manager Pat 
Murphy at 941-388-2355.

Reach more than 
20,000 people 

weekly with your 
ad –for as little as 

$12!
Call

778-7978

www.islander.org
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Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

We still have great 
beachfront condo’s

available for Fall and 
Winter rental !

F o r  S a l e :  L a r g e 
3 B R / 2 B A  c o n d o  i n 
Northwest Bradenton. 

Pool.   $125,000

JIM     ANDERSON REALTY 

6000 Marina Drive, Ste. 105 • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

941.812.6489

Gayle Schulz
    Broker/Associate

Sales • Vacation Rentals
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SINCE 1992
Don’t leave the Island 
without taking time 

to subscribe. You’ll get 
ALL the best news, 

delivered by the mailman 
every week. Visit us at 

5404 Marina Drive, 
Island Shopping Center, 
Holmes Beach – or call 

941-778-7978.
Online edition:

www.islander.org

Just visiting
paradise?

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Susan Tyson joins 
SunTrust Mortgage
Susan Tyson has joined SunTrust Mort-
gage at the company’s offi ce at 7419 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. Tyson 
has been in the mortgage business for 
20 years. For more information, call 
941-761-1647. Islander Photo: Nancy 
Ambrose

Chamber hires new 
assistant
Amanda Sande has been named the 
new administrative assistant for the 
Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce.  She recently moved to the area 
from Tallahassee. For more informa-
tion, call 941-778-1541. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

How sweet 
it is
The former 
Beach Deli and 
Market at 1714 
Gulf Drive N. in 
Bradenton Beach, 
which has been 
closed for more 
than two years, is 
being converted to 
the “Sweet Alibi” 
market and deli 
and should be 
open in about two 
weeks. The new 
owners are Yuliy 
and Irina Joshpe 
of Bradenton. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

West
 Braden-
ton Shapes 
holds grand 
opening
Kelly Comingore, 
Christina Valenza 
and Jodi Mitchell 
prepare for this 
the grand opening 
of Shapes Total 
Fitness for Women 
in west Bradenton 
at 7134 Cortez 
Road. For more 
information, call 
941-739-9799. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

New deck for 
Sandbar

 The Sandbar Restaurant in Anna 
Maria will hold the offi cial grand open-
ing of its new outdoor deck on Wednes-
day, Jan. 9, from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 Owner Ed Chiles said the plan is 
to have the ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
sunset, which should take place about 6 
p.m.

 The public is invited to attend and 
the Sandbar will serve appetizers and 
refreshments, including their “signature” 
pina colada.
 The celebration marks the comple-
tion of renovations at the Sandbar that 
have taken more than two years to com-
plete, from the planning and permitting 
stage through construction. A rest room 
that complies with the requirements of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act was 

the impetus for the project.
 The Sandbar began its life in 1911 
as a bath house. The area where the deck 
now stands was an asphalt parking lot 
in 1979, when Chiles and his father, the 
late Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles, pur-
chased the restaurant.
 The Chiles’ built a deck over the 
parking lot and began the tradition 
of outdoor waterfront dining that has 

PLEASE SEE BIZ, NEXT PAGE
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Beautiful Gulf views from this 2BR/2BA Bradenton Beach 
condo. Tommy Bahama-style furnishings, W/D in unit, 
kitchen with granite and stainless steel. Complex has pool, 
spa, tennis court, boat slips, fi shing pier. $499,000. Call 
Owner at 388-5238 or 941-447-2061. 

Open House 1-5 pm 
Sat. & Sun. • Jan. 5&6 • 901 Gulf Drive South

Must Sell-Bring Offers!

Amenities galore! 
Pool, spa, tennis, 
boat slips and 
more. 

Gorgeous Tommy 
Bahama-style 
furnishings, up-to-
date kitchen 
with granite and 
stainless.

HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

33 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SUNBOW BAY 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $395,000.
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $288,900.

PERICO ISLAND 3BR/2BA community pool, tennis courts. Turnkey 
furnished, fi ve minutes to beaches. $429,000.

WOODLANDS 4-5 BR/3BA pool.  2,853 sf. $699,000. 
CAYMAN CAY Across from Beaches, 2BR/2BA, carport, ground fl oor end 

unit.  Turnkey, glassed lanai.  Updated throughout. $324,900.
WILDEWOOD SPRINGS 2-3BR, private courtyard, Updated. $199,000.

ILEXHURST LOT 2914 AVE C. H.B. $233,900. 
TEN MINUTES TO GULF 3BR/2BA, pool/spa, cathedral ceilings, 

lush landscape, many upgrades. Like new! $429,800.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
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Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

Longboat chamber welcomes new assistant
The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of Commerce recently 
welcomed Dawn Mims to its offi ce on Longboat. Mims moved to the area about 
eight years ago from Daytona Beach. To contact the chamber, call 941-383-2466. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

become a “Sandbar landmark,” Chiles 
said.
 Along with the new deck, two 
gazebos were constructed for shade and 
protection from the elements, the wed-
ding pavilion was remodeled as was the 
front of the restaurant and a landscape of 
native vegetation was planted around the 
main building and in the parking lot.
 “Our customers have expressed how 
beautiful they think it is,” said Sandbar 
general manager Joe Rogers of the land-
scaping effort.
 “We’re very excited about the new 
deck and wedding pavilion. Now, our 
guests can have the luxury of eating out-
side, rain or shine,” he added.
 For more information on the Sand-
bar, call 941-778-8705.

Mixon celebration
 Mixon Fruit Farms at 2712 26th Ave. 
E. in Bradenton will celebrate the open-
ing of its new garden oasis and pavilion 

Island Biz
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and an 
open house starting at 4 p.m. Jan. 17.
 Grammy-nominated musician David 
Young will provide entertainment along 
with the jazz group Sophisticated Jazz, 
while food for the event will come from 
Mixon’s kitchen and farm.
 “It’s going to be a great party,” said 
owner and Island resident Janet Mixon. 
“We’ve been working on this proj-
ect for almost a year and it all started 
with a prayer,” added husband Dean 
Mixon. “We’re calling this a memory 
making moment and releasing 30 white 
doves.”
 Music will begin around 4 p.m., 
while the actual ceremony will be held 
at 6 p.m., Dean Mixon said.
 Mixon Fruit Farms was started by 
Dean’s grandparents in 1939. Although 
both have since passed away, Dean said 
he knew that they were looking down 
now and “smiling at what we have done 
with their grove.”
 The oasis location and decor is a 
natural attraction, he added, and already 
nine weddings and parties have been 
booked at the oasis, butterfl y garden and 
honeybell hall.

 “This will truly be a place where 
memories are made. When the lights 
go on, people will not believe they are 
in the middle of an orange grove. It’s 
breath taking,” said Dean.
 In addition to the farm and retail 
outlet, Mixon’s offers guests a tram ride 
through the property that includes a stop 
at Matthews Wildlife Rescue, where 
visitors can see many species of local 
wildlife, including alligators, deer, rac-
coons, birds of prey and a python.
 

Realty raves
 Island Real Estate at 6101 Marina 
Drive in Holmes Beach has named Tom 
Nelson as its top sales agent for Decem-
ber, while Marilyn Trevethan took in the 
top listing agent honors for the same 
month.

  Got a new business going up in 
Anna Maria Island, Cortez or Long-
boat Key? How about a new product or 
service, an anniversary, a new hire, or 
an award-winning staff member? Call 
Island Biz at 941-778-7978, fax your 
news to 941-778-9392, or e-mail us at 
news@islander.org.

Chamber 
announces events 

lineup
 The Anna Maria Island Chamber 
of Commerce will hold a business card 
exchange at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 23, 
at the Tropical Isle/Seaside Inn, 101 
22nd St., Bradenton Beach.
 Also on the agenda for the coming 
weeks:
 • 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 30, busi-
ness expo, Anna Maria Island Commu-

Chamber will hold 
business expo

 The Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce will hold a business expo 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Jan. 30 at the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center, 407 Magno-
lia Ave., Anna Maria.
 The chamber is registering partici-
pants until Jan. 14.
 The expo, according to a chamber 
news release, will provide the oppor-
tunity for Island businesses to promote 
services and products to area residents 
and visitors.
 For more information, call the cham-
ber at 941-778-1541.

nity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 • 10 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 10, Anna 
Maria Island Wedding Festival, at select 
locations.
 • 11:30 a.m., Friday, Feb. 29, fashion 
show, Bradenton Country Club, 4646 
Ninth Ave. W., Bradenton.
 For more information about the 
events, call the chamber at 941- 778-
1541.

Anna Maria Islanders to Manhattan Island
Kim Leger, Cynthia Cardone, Ryan Reilly and A.J. Laterri enjoy a few days away 
from their jobs at the Waterfront Restaraunt in Anna Maria to do some serious 
“reading” in New York City. 
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HELP WANTED Continued

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KITCHEN HELP apply by e-mail to chef@oohlala-
bistro.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

WANTED ASSISTANT TO the President. Must be a 
people person. Computer skills and Publisher expe-
rience required. Send resume to 5313 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach FL 34217.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BOUTIQUE: CRUISEWEAR, GIFTS and more in 
top Holmes Beach mall. Only $20,000 plus inven-
tory at 10 percent under cost! Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

GREAT SITE: FORMER service station on strate-
gic Longboat corner. Many business uses possible. 
$1,300,000. Longview Realty: 941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455

ITEMS FOR SALE

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

INFLATABLE KAYAK. Includes seat, air pump and 
storage bag. 19 pounds, 12 feet long. $150. 941-
778-1857.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

8 AM-NOON JAN. 11 and 12. Household, clothing 
and miscellaneous items. Casco Dorado condos, 
Just off island at 9600 Block Cortez Road.

SALE: 8am-1pm, Saturday, Jan. 12. At Fire station 
behind city hall on First Street North, Bradenton 
Beach.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST BLONDE COCKER Spaniel female puppy. 
Holmes Beach art show on Dec 7. Rick Rix, 941-
565-4826.

LOST! CAMERA CASE, black. Containing two photo 
cards with very sentimental pictures. In vicinity of 
Anna Maria Elementary on Dec. 8, 2007. Please 
call 941-538-4579.

FOUND: MAN’S WRISTWATCH near Holmes Beach 
True Value Hardware store. Claim at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-778-7978.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

ISLAND RESIDENT BUYS costume jewelry, fi ne 
jewelry. Sterling silver wanted. Will come to you. 
Diana Miller, 941-592-1400. E-mail: salesbydiana@
gmail.com.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534

HOME FELLOWSHIP GATHERING begins Jan. 11, 
6-8pm. Pursuing glory. To fi nd out more about it, call 
Diana, 941-778-5753.

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1996 GRAND CHEROKEE, 1996 Jeep SUV. 
123,000 miles, two-wheel drive, power, good con-
dition. Runs great. Below book value: $3,250. View 
at The Islander newspaper, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-1102.

BOATS & BOATING

PUT A WHALER in your stocking! 17-ft Boston 
Whaler Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, trailer, bimini 
top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery lock, teak 
accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-3772.

2000 WORLD CAT 245-DC with two 115-hp Yamaha 
4-stroke motors, and a duel-axle performance trailer. 
Very low hours, kept out of the water at Catchers 
Marina, Holmes Beach. Good electronics, power 
anchor. Blue book sale price for all is more than 
$46,000. Will sell for $32,000. Call 203-221-1144.

2006 SUNTRACKER 18-ft party barge, pontoon 
boat. Depth fi nder, fridge, TV, AC/DC converter, 
headlights. 25-hp mercury, 4-stroke, less then 20 
hours on engine, still has break-in oil. Full boat 
cover, bimini. Must sell due to health problems. 
Invested $17,323 For sale at $12,323. Call Stacey, 
941-387-1438.

WANTED TO RENT: Not using your boat during 
March? Experienced boater familiar with island 
waters looking to rent 15 to 20-foot motor boat, 
plus life jackets for 6 people, March 23-28. Boat will 
be docked at a rental house on Key Royale Drive. 
E-mail jbikus@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

A
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a Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

GREAT PROPERTIES AND 
LOW PRICES!

Immaculate Bay Palms Home 2BR/2BA, two-car 
garage and spacious.  Enjoy excellent tenant’s income 
while preparing for your move.  $489,500.

Choice large duplex lot with small home.  Includes 
several options for property use.  $429,000.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

5808 Gulf Drive 106N
Holmes Beach. Furnished 1BR/1.5BA 
with den used as second bedroom. 
Partial Gulf views! $449,000.

Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

eeeeeeeeeeeesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss soonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!UUUUUpUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdatettateateateateateateateate

babaaaaayyy y y y y yyyyyyy viviviviewewewews,s,s,s,,,,,,, dd d docococock,k  turnkey.
$649,900

When’s the last 
time you tasted 

coffee in an 
old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978
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SERVICES Continued

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

LOCK AROUND THE Clock: Island locksmith and 
owner Bob Woods. Licensed, bonded and insured. 
941-778-1661 or 941-713-4414. 

SERVICES Continued

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152. 

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

SERVICES Continued

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town 
and the best results from classifi ed ads and service 
advertising!

Grand Prize: 32-inch fl at-panel LCD-TV
Second Prize: $50 gift certifi cate to Bonefi sh Grill
Third Prize: $25 Publix Gift Card

Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone___________E-mail __________________________

Drawing to be held Feb. 1, 2008. 
No purchase or obligation required. Entrant need not be present to win.

Visit Hidden Lakes and register to win
these fabulous prizes.

Tired of high taxes, insurance
and evacuations? 

Hidden Lake Luxury Condominiums
6404 Seventh Avenue Circle West, Bradenton
(South on 67th Street from Manatee Avenue)
Web site: www.coriwoods.com
CALL 941-761-0444

A t Hidden Lake, the focus is on peace and tranquility. You’ll fi nd stylish, quality-crafted 
homes with exacting attention to detail and peace and tranquility — all just minutes from the 
beaches of Anna Maria Island.
 We’re dedicated to building the “home with a lifestyle” that values tradition along with 
the desire for a relaxed pace and the essential elements of the good life. The distinguished 
architectural style of Mediterranean Revival at Hidden Lake includes faux stone columns fram-
ing entranceways, arched windows and paneled doors, all emphasizing the attention to detail 
throughout the complex.
 Each lakeside home in the Hidden Lake community is designed to take advantage of its 
water views. The heated pool, spa and clubhouse provide pleasurable year-round activities. The 
beautiful landscaping and elegant outdoor lighting enhance the ambience of the lush Hidden 
Lake environment.

Affordably priced from $230,000. 

★★

 And inside each Hidden Lake home, the attention to detail contin-
ues. Gourmet kitchen, walk-in closets, screened lanai, attached garage 
with opener and so much more. Low monthly fees cover the services 
you need to make this your “forever home” or “hidden getaway” … 
including grounds maintenance, cable TV, clubhouse facilities and more.

Make 
it yours!
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Islanders help Magic to Orange Classic title
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 Island residents Erin Mulrine, Ally Titsworth and 
Martine Miller helped the U15 Manatee Magic girls 
capture the Orange Classic soccer tournament in Fort 
Lauderdale Dec. 29-30. 
 The Magic opened the tournament by tying Florida 
Premier 1-1 behind one goal from Ally Titsworth. The 
Magic then defeated Plantation 4-0 behind a pair of 
goals from Martine Miller and one goal apiece from 
Madison Bradley and Nicole Dixon.
 Game three saw the Magic edge NASA Premier 
of Georgia 1-0 with Kaitlyn Wolfe notching the game 
winner and putting the Magic in the tournament semi-
fi nals.
 There, Magic defeated Miami 2-1 behind a pair of 
goals from Erin Mulrine. The girls then defeated NASA 
Premier for the second time by a 2-0 score. Both goals 
were scored by Tori Bolyard.
 Congratulations, girls!

Horseshoe news
 Bob Lee overcame the cold and walked to victory 
lane on Jan. 2 in the opening horseshoe competition of 
the year. Lee defeated the team of Ron Pepka and Tom 
Rhodes by a 24-15 score.

 Gene Bobeldyk and Jerry Disbrow emerged from 
the crowded pits with a 23-10 victory over Art Kingstad 
and Dave Lansaw during Dec. 29 horseshoe action.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warm ups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Key Royale golf news
 The men of Key Royale Club started up the new 
year with a better-ball-of-partners game on Jan. 2. First 
place went to the team of Earl Ritchie and Bill Melvin 
with a 25, while one shot back, the team Jim Thorton 
and Dale Hudson matched Bob Kral and Peter Proxy.
 The men played a best-ball-of-partners game Dec. 
31 that was won by Tom Nelson and John Heiselman 
with a 6-under-par 26. Larry Fowler and Gary Harris 
matched the 5-under- score of 27 carded by Tom Steele 
and Earl Ritchie to tie for second place. There was also 
a tie for third place at 4-under-par for teammates Jim 
McCartney and Paul Kaemmerlen and Omar Trolard 
and Bob King.
 The last coed tournament of the year was played in 
a best-ball-of-foursome format. Nell Bergstrom, Terry 
Westby, Hal Sears and Larry Fowler combined to card 
an 8-under-par 24 to take fi rst place.

Basketball season startup
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center youth 
basketball season gets started on Jan. 14. The annual 
dinner banquet and distribution of uniforms by team 
coaches will be held Jan. 10 at 6:30 p.m. with food 
donated by the Beach Bistro. Individual and team 
photos will be taken on Jan. 12 with the regular season 
starting on Jan. 14.
 Once again there are four age divisions for com-
petitive league pland and an instructional division for 
players in the age 5-7 noncompetitive group. Division 
III is for players ages 8-9 age and Division II for players 
ages 10-11. The Premier division features players ages 
14-17.
 The basketball league also features a cheerleading 

program with cheers for every team. 
 Practices are under way for the league’s cheerlead-
ing squad and the group will also participate in the ban-
quet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, and photos on Sat-
urday, Jan. 12, although a time was “to be announced,” 
according to cheer leader Amy Seiderman, who can be 
reached at the Center at 941-778-1908.

AMICC Basketball League 
schedule

Premier (ages 14-17)
8 p.m. Jan. 15  IRE vs. Cycles

Division I (ages 12-13)
8 p.m. Jan. 14 Lumber vs. A&E

Division II (ages 10-11)
7 p.m. Jan. 15 Kumon vs. Dips

Division III (ages 8-9)
7 p.m. Jan. 14 Bistro vs. Orthopedics
6 p.m.  Jan. 15 Ross vs. LPAC

Instructional (ages 5-7)
6 p.m. Jan. 14 BeachHouse vs. Observer
6 p.m. Jan. 16 BeachHouse. vs. Oyster Bar

Baseball in paradise
 Counting down the days until Major League Base-
ball’s spring-training season begins?

The Islander is — and we’re also seeking recollec-
tions of Island-related encounters with pro ballplayers, 
as well as building an Anna Maria Island history of our 
favorite pastime.
 Please contact Islander reporter Lisa Neff via phone 
at 941-870-2054 or by e-mail at lisaneff@islander.org. 

Baseball autographed by Babe Ruth in 1926.  
Islander Photo: Courtesy Smithsonian Institution
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West style home on 
sailboat water. Boatlift, open fl oor plan, 3-4BR/2BA. Four-car 
garage,workout room and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett 941-778-2246. #520397. $949,500.

INVESTORS-Annual tenant in place! End unit, bright and new! 
3BR/2BA Hidden Lake condo, vaulted ceil, screened lanai, 1-car 
attached garage, lakeview, pool, spa, fi tness. Non-evacuation zone. 
Penny Bray 941-778-2246. #523475. $290,000.

RUNAWAY BAY CONDOS  Now available several 1 or 2BR units, 
bayfront, pool side and other views. Some updated, phone for 
details. Park like setting, beach access, tennis, pool. On-site 
rentals. Priced $299,000-$469,900. 941-778-2246. 

PERICO BAY CLUB The most exquisite villa in Perico! Furnishings 
and decor are to die for. New roof, siding, air condition. Updated 
kitchen.and Bath. Enclosed lanai with lake view. Private 2BR/2BA 
Karen Day 941-778-2246. #545756. $489,000.

VALUE IS IN 2 LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $899,500.

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar white 
sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, see 
the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! 
Becky Smith or Elfi  Starrett 941-778-2246. 
#504998. $1,299,000.

RESORT IN PARADISE. Tropical landscap-
ing surrounds six charming units. Steps 
from beach, immaculate, family owned, and 
clientele keep coming back. Possible owner 
fi nancing. Karen Day 941-778-2246. #529518. 
$1,650,000.

VILLAGE GREEN END UNIT! 2BR/2BA corner dead end quiet 
street. Large rooms, great space and fl ow. Double garage with 
storm reinforced door. D model with new roof, screened oversize 
Lanai. Non-evacuation zone. Penny Bray 941-778-2246. #560335. 
$243,000.

BARGAIN RIVERFRONT CONDO! Downtown close to marina, 
restaurants and churches. 2BR/2BA heated pool, clubhouse, tennis 
court, elevator, pets and all ages welcome. Becky Smith and Elfi  
Starrett 941-778-2246. #567817. $169,000.

SEA OATS Ground fl oor 2BR/2BA end unit overlooking miles of 
sandy beaches. Great casual relaxed getaway or possibility of 
short term rentals. Low maintanance fee. Cathy C. Meldahl P.A. 
941-383-5577. #329467. $599,000.

Island Vacation Rentals Available!  

Contact us!

ENCHANTED COTTAGE 2BR/1BA plus guest 
bungalow. Royal palms, golden rain tree, steps 
to Gulf beach and bay. Excellent rental history. 
Possible trade for Bradenton condo. Penny 
Bray, 941-778-2246. #568584. $439,000

EXQUISITE GULF VIEWS & luxury amenities. 
3BR/2.5BA. Crown Moldings accent high 
ceilings & open plan. Granite countertops 
& stainless appl. Designer perfect furnish-
ings. Karen Day (941) 778-2246. #551496. 
$1,599,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT - Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence with 
southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk 
to the beach. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000

REDUCED $4,400! 1BR/1BA No age 
restriction, small pet, lease option, updated, 
ground fl oor, sliding wall makes guest area, 
private lanai. Popular golf community. 
Carol Codella owner/agent 941-778-2246. 
#560562. $92,500.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $45/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $42/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residential 
and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

TREE-TRIMING SALE, half off regular prices. Guar-
anteed lowest prices. 12-year resident. Cell 941-
951-1833.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

SERVICES Continued

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION, your home 
or mine. Live in or out. All needs attended. 941-748-
3247, 941-713-7380.

I DON’T CUT corners, I clean corners. Professional, 
friendly service since 1999. 941-778-7770. Leave 
message.

AERIAL IMAGES loftylens.com. $99.99 New Year’s 
special for the month of January, 7-10 high-resolu-
tion aerial images of your property. We also have 
stock aerial photos on our Web site for $29.95. Con-
tact Kerry at 941-915-0058 or kerry@loftylens.com 
for more information.

A WRINKLE IN time. I do ironing in my home. Call 
for information. 941-773-1631.

WANT A HEALTHY body? Healthy weight, eat 
right, sleep well, no medications, active lifestyle, 
lose weight and keep it off. Amazing program! Let 
us Help You! Take Shape for Life certifi ed health 
coaches #17088001, Diane Darrow and Dale Jundt. 
Call 941-345-3475 or e-mail dgjbison1@aol.com.

PRIVATE CAREGIVER/home companion. Expert 
personal service. Light housekeeping, meal prep 
and small errands. 941-730-1658.

KAY’S CLEANING. RESIDENTIAL, weekly or bi-
weekly. Dependable with 15 years Experience. Ref-
erences avaliable. 941-773-0503.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and com-
mercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, landscaping, 
cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-778-5294.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION. Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978.

Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

CANAL-FRONT CORNER LOT WITH POOL $649,900

75 X 100’ CLEARED CANALFRONT LOT W/DOCK  $529,000

CANAL, POOL, 4BR/2BA $699,000

RRRRRRECENTLY REMODELED 4BR/3BA HOME, CANAL  $899,000

3BR/2BA, SAILBOAT WATER, DOCK $699,000

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG
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ANSWERS TO JAN. 9 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANS
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1 Here is Sinatra, 

3-month-old 
kitten, Siamese 
male mix with 
blue eyes, 
neutered, $60. 
Call Julie at 
SunCoast Real 
Estate, 

941-779-0202, or Manatee Humane Society, 
941-747-8808.

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Painting Services

773-7996

Licensed and Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. 
Island resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take 
pride in my work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 
941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

KITCHEN AND BATH remodeling and custom car-
pentry for your home or condo. Florida state licensed 
builder. CBC1255132. Call John, Gulf Construction. 
28 years of experience. 941-773-6808.

HANDYMAN SERVICES: OVER 35 years experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry, tile, painting, power washing, rescreening 
and remodeling. Forrest Parks Inc. 941-737-5967. 
Emergency calls, 941-708-0676.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. 
Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive distribu-
tor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, cour-
teous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. Lic. 
# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

PAINTING DONE RIGHT. Reliable and clean. Call for 
estimate. Free house cleaning with job. 941-756-9595.

POWER WASHER, PAINTER, licensed taxi driver, 
light maintenance hauling. Island resident. Flat 
rates. CJ: 941-224-5969.

FAUCET AND DRAIN repair. 24-hour service. Very 
reasonable rates. “No turd too tough”. 941-301-6077.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS. Professional handy-
man and remodeling service. Call for free estimate. 
941- 580- 3312.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/2BA half duplex. Great loca-
tion, 201 72nd St., Holmes Beach. Very clean, pos-
sible third bedroom or offi ce. Pet OK. $1,200/month. 
CoastLine Accommodations, 941-779-9500.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/2BA, Gulf views. $1,200/
month includes water, cable TV, washer and dryer. 
104 31st St., Holmes Beach. CoastLine Accommo-
dations, 941-779-9500.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-677-7477.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA. Great neigh-
borhood, steps to beach, across from bay. $900/
month. Call 941-737-9662.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

SEASONAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA, fully furnished 
ground fl oor duplex with all amenities near Rod 
and Reel pier. No smokers and no pets, available 
December 1. Discount for longer stays, $1,200/
month 941-228-0603.

SANDPIPER RESORT 55 plus, 2BR/1BA. $500 
deposit, annual $650/month, seasonal $1,100/
month plus tax. Upgraded, turnkey furnished, car-
port, laundry and clubhouse. No smoking/pets. 
Water views. 941-778-9504 or 941-545-8923.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

FOR RENT: ANNA Maria. Beautiful remodeled 
3BR/2BA, 200 feet from the Gulf. Available Janu-
ary 2008-March 2008. Weekly or monthly. Call 941-
778-7933.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south fl orida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Your Shuttle Service on Anna Maria Island 
Permitted/Licensed/Insured 

Airport Shuttle 
Door-to-Door Shuttle

Special Events 
Most major credit cards are accepted

 941-580-5777  941-580-5777 
www.shuttleserviceami.com 
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Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

Home Staging on your budget!

Ideal Spaces by Leah

Homes for Sale or Rent • Furnished or Vacant
(941) 504-1318 • www.idealspacesbyleah.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

RENTALS Continued

AVAILABLE RENTALS FOR winter 2008. 1BR/1BA 
apartment, central Holmes Beach, $1,750/month. 
2BR/1BA apartment, west of Gulf Drive, $1,900-
$2,000/month. 2BR/2BA north Anna Maria home, 
$2,600/month. 3BR/2BA home, Bean Point area, 
$3,200/month. 3BR/2BA great Gulf views, Anna 
Maria, $3,600/month. 2BR/2BA, canal and pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,300/month. 3BR/2BA pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,800/month. Luxury Gulffront 
condo, Holmes Beach, $5,600/month. Luxury 
3BR/2BA with Jacuzzi, north Anna Maria, $5,600/
month. Some available weekly or monthly. Call Green 
Real Estate, 941-778-0455. www.greenreal.com. 

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal home. 
Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside and out. 
Available January and April. Call 813-245-0428.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $875/month, heated pool, 
washer and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, water, 
sewer and trash included. 202-A Haverkos Court. 
Available Jan. 1. First fl oor, reference and lease. 
941-720-1006

TOWNHOUSE 3BR/2.5BA, end unit, 2.5 car 
garage. Washer/dryer, cable, pool and lawn ser-
vice included. Near beaches. No smoking and no 
pets. $1,300/month plus deposit. 847-530-8833 or 
941-778-9710.

ON THE BEACH! Condo appraised recently at  
$510,000. Now only $385,000. Beautifully remod-
eled 2BR/2BA, granite counter tops, pools. 941-
761-1923.

ISLAND PARADISE HOME Jewfi sh Key: 3BR/2BA. 
Accessed by boat only. Relax, watch dolphins and 
osprey from your own gazebo, fi sh from own dock. 
Deep-water dockage for 40-foot plus. $3,000/
monthly or $2,000 plus utilities annually. Call 865-
850-6137 or 941-383-1301.

SUNSHINE VILLA 2BR/2BA split plan. New carpet, 
Florida room, garage, laundry room with work area 
and washer and dryer. 1,300 square feet, conve-
nient to White Avenue Beach. Reduced to $1,195/
month. 941-778-1589.

3BR/3BA two-car garage home with dock on salt-
water canal. Open fl oor plan, fi ve minutes to Intrac-
oastal by boat, large lanai. San Remo Shores subdi-
vision. $1,375/month plus deposit. 941-524-6773.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

BRADENTON BEACH 1BR/1BA. Turnkey furnished, 
short walk to beach. $1,600/month. Call 941-374-4530.

WATERFRONT VILLA: 2BR/2BA with a great view 
in Holmes Beach. $1,000/month. Available Feb. 1. 
970-846-7394.

RENTALS Continued

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

SEASONAL 1BR/1BA, two blocks to beach. New 
paint and carpet. Cable and telephone included. Avail-
able Jan. 5-March 20. $1,600/month. 941-779-1112.

DIRECT GULFFRONT, beautifully furnished 
2BR/2.5BA. Beach, pool, tennis court. Bi-monthly 
or monthly. 941-794-8877.

ANNUAL RENTAL: Canalfront 2BR/2BA home. Fur-
nished with dock. $1600/month. Call Joan Zak, T. 
Dolly Young Real Estate, 941-778-1069.

SEASONAL. ALL NEW 2BR/2BA in Holmes Beach. 
Call 941-778-1819.

LARGE DUPLEX 2,000 square feet with garage in 
Sunny Shores. Quiet, close to everything including 
beaches. Available now $900/month. 941-749-1238.

HOLMES BEACH ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA large duplex. 
Laundry hook-up. $995/month. $1,000 security. 941-
962-5827. 

ANNUAL RENTAL, NORTH Beach Vil lage 
3BR/2.5BA. Two-car garage, storage, screened 
lanai and pool. $1,700/month. Fran Maxon Real 
Estate 941-778-2307. franmaxonrealestate.com 

WEST BRADENTON TOWNHOUSE. 3BR/2.5BA, 
2.5-car garage, maintenance and pool included. 
Annual $1,250/month. 941-778-9710.

SEASONAL ANNA MARIA: 3BR/2BA house on open-
water canal with hot tub, boat dock, steps to beaches 
and city piers. Available now, $2,500/month or $900/
week. Call: Deborah Thrasher, Re/Max Excellence, 
941-518-7738. www.fl gulfcoast.net.

ANNUAL RENTALS: BEAUTIFUL larger 2BR/2BA. 
Florida room, dishwasher, carport, close to beach 
$1,000/month. 2BR/1BA $725/month, 2BR/2BA 
$725/month. 1BR/1BA $700/month. Small, older 
house $800/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty. 941-778-7500.

MARTINIQUE SOUTH: Gorgeous Gulffront 
2BR/2BA. January, February, April. Heated pool, 
garage. Joan Zak, T. Dolly Young Real Estate, 941-
778-1069.

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 4BR/3BA. Fenced yard 
with pool. Pets O.K. $1,800/month plus utilities. Call 
703-867-6173.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town and the 
best results from classifi ed ads and service advertising!

FEBRUARY AND MARCH seasonal availability, 
cancellations. 2BR/2BA Westbay Cove condo. Close 
to all services and beach. Trolley nearby, tennis, 
heated pool. Call Sharon at Old Florida Realty, 941-
778-3377 or 941-713-9096.

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

Home Remodeling
Kitchen, Bath & Room AdditionKitchen, Bath & Room Addition

Distinctive Design • Custom WoodworkingDistinctive Design • Custom Woodworking

941-720-1089

Bay Construction & Remodel LLC
Fully Licensed & Insured #cbc1252807
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL 2BR/2BA fully equipped ground fl oor 
with pool. No smoking, no pets. 941-778-9576.

ANNUAL: ANNA MARIA 2BR unfurnished. New 
kitchen, garbage and lawn included. 941-778-6088.

DIRECT GULFFRONT. Old Florida. 1 and 2 bed-
rooms. Weekly/monthly/seasonally. 941-779-2701.

NEAR BEACHES: 1BR/1.5BA. Annual, $750/month, 
furnished. Most utilities paid. Seasonal possible. 
Call 941-758-9133.

VACATION RENTALS NOW. Burgundy 1BR/1BA 
with pool $1,100/month. Longboat Village home, 
all updated 2BR/1BA $2,500/month. Key Royale 
3BR/2BA with pool and boat dock, $1,000/week. 
Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ANNUAL RENTALS: 2BR/1BA Island home with 
fenced yard $950/month. 2BR/2BA Island duplex 
with pool and close to beaches, $1,000/month. 
2BR/2BA Island duplex, completely renovated, 
$1,100/month. 3BR/2BA northwest Bradenton 
home with great yard and neighborhood, $1,500/
month. Please call Anna Maria Gulf Coast Proper-
ties, 941-782-5609.

CHARMING 2BR/2BA ELEVATED duplex in Bra-
denton Beach. High ceilings, clean. Block to beach 
$975/month. Pets considered. 941-725-2549.

FEBRUARY OR MARCH furnished rental, 1BR/1BA 
with pool use near the beach in Holmes Beach! 
$2,000/month. Please call 941-720-2242.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA: clean with terrazzo fl oors near 
the beach! Anna Maria, $950 and $975 monthly. 
Call An Island Place Realty at 941-779-9320.

REAL ESTATE

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $350,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

RIVER/BAY-VIEW, luxury townhome, 2,500 square 
feet. 3BR3.5BA plus bonus room. Two-car garage, 
custom upgrades. Balconies and lanai. Quiet area, 
community heated pool, nature trail and pier. 
$359,900. 941-794-3287 or 941-704-9886. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

NEW LAKEFRONT CONDOS: From mid-$200s. 
Minutes to beach, one block south of Manatee 
Avenue on 67th Street. Models open daily. Hidden 
Lake Real Estate, 941-761-0444. www.hiddenlake-
condominiums.com.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $479,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

COMPLETELY RENOVATED MOBILE home. 
2BR/1BA. Nice size lot 16th Street, West Braden-
ton. $69,500. 941-538-0225.

ANNA MARIA CITY canal home. Steps to the beach. 
Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. Boat dock and 
lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-245-0428.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA from $145,000. Motivated 
sellers. Ten minutes to beach. Denise Langlois, 
Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

SPACIOUS 1BR/1BA condo (917 square feet). 
Covered parking, fi shing pier, two pools, boat dock, 
tennis court and elevator. End unit in excellent condi-
tion, turnkey furnished. $255,000. 941-779-0005.

BEST CONDO VALUE Martinique South, top fl oor 
with best view and access. 2BR/2BA remodeled 
with garage, security and hurricane glass. $599,000, 
make an offer. Call Paul Mitchell 941-737-3424, Ted 
Geeraerts Real Estate.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $519,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

Lot For Mobile Home. Water view. Boat ramp avail-
able. Finally reasonable Florida living! $120,000. 
513-470-3851.

REAL ESTATE Continued

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

5400CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

THREE GREAT FURNISHED units in 55-plus 
waterfront park with beach access. Some land 
owned, one on the water. Patti Reed, Century 21. 
941-750-6250.

FIRST-FLOOR CONDOMINIUM, unit 6442 with 
attached garage. Hidden Lake condominium. 1,619 
sq. ft. $265,000. Open 9am-4pm Friday-Sunday,. Min-
utes to beach, walk to shopping. 941-761-0807. 

MAJOR NORTHERN CONDOMINIUM developer 
has decided to sell his personal winter residence 
in Hidden Lake Condominiums, unit 6438, exqui-
sitely decorated with many upgrades. First fl oor, 
2BA/2BA, den, one-car attached garage, screened 
lanai, lake view, and minutes to beach. $329,900. 
Open noon-4 Friday-Sunday or call for appointment. 
941-761-0807.

PINE AVENUE 3,500 square feet building, 575 
square feet offi ce. ROR zone, 7,550 square feet 
lot. $825,000. 941-224-0505, owner/broker.

204 57th STREET Holmes Beach. 3BR/2.5BA home 
plus 1BR/1BA apartment. One story, one block to 
beach. $495,000. 941-224-0505, owner/broker.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

BRADENTON-THE OAKS 3BR/2BA home. Many 
updates, large family room, screened porch. Lawn 
care and community pool. $275,000. By owner, 941-
795-8169.

PERICO BAY CLUB, condo for sale by owner. 
Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous water 
views. Only minutes from sparkling white beaches 
of Anna Maria Island. Gated community, 24-hour 
guard, heated pool, tennis courts and club house. 
Listed at $295,000. Call 941-761-8308.
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

811 S. Bay Blvd.  Darling 
3BR/2BA complete custom 
remodel! Wide verandah offers 
glimpses of the bay across the 
street. Designer furnished, 
move-in ready.         $1,249,000

538 68 St.  Amazing views, pro-
tected deep-water boating from 
this 6BR/6BA home on corner 
bay lot.  Pool, dock and davits. 
Great family home.

$2,299,000

102 36th Street  Palm Gables, 
elegant Gulf front three-suite 
condo. Designer furnished. 
Large verandah overlooking 
the Gulf! 

$1,750,000

3209 Gulf Drive 
New! Charming Palm Isle Village! This adorable two-suite villa offers private roof-top patio for Gulf 
views. Steps to beach! Designer furnished and no maintenance. Built hurricane strong. Successful 
rental program in place.                                                                                                    Call for pricing. 

83  North  Shore  Dr ive  
Northend Anna Maria Cape 
Cod-style 3BR/2.5BA plus den 
and pool. Open plan, perfectly 
maintained and move-in ready.

$899,000.

NEW LISTING

2500 Gulf Drive
New! Gorgeous Gulf front town-
home with pool. Beautifully fi n-
ished. Enclosed two-car garage 
and elevator.  

$1,499,000

OPEN HOUSE 1-4 SUN 

 

909 North Shore Drive 
 Beachfront 3BR/3BA courtyard-
style home, designer furnished. 
Private fi nancing, 4.75 percent, 
with no closing costs. 

$1,590,000

 

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

REAL ESTATE Continued

2BR/1BA DUPLEX. Each with 900 square feet 
plus garage in Holmes Beach. One block to beach. 
$469,000. 941-778-7293.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 1-4. Perico Bay Club. Grand 
Cayman. 1,600 square feet. 2BR/2BA plus den, 
double garage. Totally remodeled. 1270 Spoonbill 
Landings Circle. $445,000. Owner 761-0165.

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

WATERFRONT DEALS: Palma Sola Bay 2BR 
townhouse with pool and boat dock, $230,000. 
Key Royale 3BR/2BA updated with pool, spa and 
boat dock. 10 percent down creative fi nancing at 
$799,000. Real Estate Mart. 941-756-1090.

REAL ESTATE Continued

NORTHWEST BRADENTON remodeled home. 
3BR/2BA two-car garage. Family room, lanai, large 
fenced backyard. No homeowner fees. A great condo 
alternative. No fl ood zone. Priced at $319,900. 10 
percent down creative fi nancing. Call owner/agent 
941-356-1456.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

BEAUTIFUL NORTH CAROLINA. Must see beauti-
ful and colorful fall foliage! Western North Carolina 
mountain homes, cabins, acreage and investments. 
Cherokee mountain GMAC Real Estate cherokee-
mountainrealty.com. Call for free brochure, 800-
841-5868.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS: FIVE acres riverfront on 
Big Reed Island Creek near New River State Park, 
fi shing, view, private, good access. $89,500. Call 
866-789-8535.

TENNESSEE-AFFORDABLE LAKE properties on 
pristine 34,000-acre Norris Lake. Over 800 miles 
of shoreline. Call Lakeside Realty today! 888-291-
5253 or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com.

LAKEFRONT SALE! 3.2 acres $44,900 with deep-
water dock. Huge winter savings on gorgeous 
wooded acreage. Boat directly to Gulf of Mexico! 
Must see! Excellent fi nancing. Call about no closing 
costs special, 800-564-5092, ext. 954.

Simply the Best

29 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

KEY ROYALE. Completed in Jan 2008. 5,000 sf 
4BR/5BA. Elevator, two fi replaces, 28x32-foot great 
room, heated pool, canal/dock with view down canal 
to bayou. $1,999,000.

DIRECT BAYFRONT Beautiful setting. New dock on 
deep water. Large 2BR/2BA. Tile fl oors throughout. Even 
has a separate mother-in-law apartment. $995,000.

$190,000 CONDO. Located in the center of Holmes 
Beach. This 2BR/1BA unit features a huge garage and walk-
ing distance to everything. 

 Vacation  
  Rentals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~ 
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable 
service for 

over 35 
years! 
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