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Christine Olson: Making a BIG difference for others
By Bonner Joy

 One of the worst parenting nightmares I can recall 
was sending my daughter at age 16 driving away alone 
in “our” car for a night out with her friends. Not so bad 
really, good kids all — but she was driving. Her fi rst time. 
Alone, driving at night. No adult, no watchful eyes.
 I recall the pain — all for naught.
 But my worst parenting moment doesn’t hold a 
candle to that of Christine Olson. Christine’s daughter 
Tiffi any was riding a motorcycle with her boyfriend, 
Dustin Wilder, when the worst happened. A crash. Tif-
fi any’s injuries were immediately fatal. Dustin was 
rushed by helicopter to the hospital and died hours 
later — before his family could be reached.
 Tiffi any, age 22, was old enough to be on her own, 
of course, and her address on her license had changed. 
But she was still “mom’s little girl.” 

 A trio of Olsons worked at the Rod & Reel Pier — 
Christine, Tiffi any and Christine’s son, Derek.
 Christine learned about the accident only because a 
friend of Tiffi any called Derek with sparse news about 
“a crash.” They didn’t know for certain of the crash or 
the fatality.
 Mom arrived at the hospital more than seven hours 
after the crash to look for Tiffi any. No one there could 
tell her what had happened or where her daughter was. 
The Florida Highway Patrol couldn’t be reached and 
the morgue was closed.
 Tiffi any was gone and so was the young man she 
loved. 
 Both families grieved.
 But Christine found determination in her heart. She 
vowed that no parent would suffer as she had by not 
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Birders tally 
Gulf Circle 

species
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Mark Davis, Rick Greenspun, Dick Ware and Kath-
ryn Young spent last Thursday searching for migrating 
snowbirds and yearlong residents — the sort with wings 
and feathers.
 The four participated in the Gulf Circle Christmas 
Bird Count, which began at sunrise Dec. 27. The Gulf 
Circle includes Anna Maria Island, and parts of north-
ern Longboat Key, Perico Island and Cortez.
 Additional counts took place in Manatee and Sara-
sota counties earlier in December, part of the Audubon
Society’s 108th Christmas Bird Count.
 The longest-running wildlife census in the world, 
the Christmas count has become an annual tradition 
for citizen volunteers and scientists in communities 
throughout the Americas.
 Davis, Greenspun, Ware and Young are veteran 
Christmas counters and avid birders.
 Ware, a winter resident on Perico Island, estimated 
he has participated in 50 counts, most of them in Illi-
nois, near Springfi eld and along the Illinois River. He 
began birding when he was 12.
 “I just love it,” Ware said.
 Greenspun, on his fourth 2007 count last Thursday, 
said, “And then we have one more to do.” 
 The data the four collected helps Audubon and 
other conservation partners to assess the status of birds 
and habitats vital to feathered fl yers across the West-
ern Hemisphere, according to a spokesman with the 
national headquarters.

“Each of the citizens who … take part in the Christ-
mas Bird Count is making an enormous contribution to 
conservation,” said Geoff LeBaron, National Audubon’s 
Christmas Bird Count Director. “Counting is the fi rst 
step in learning how environmental threats are affecting 
our birds — and in helping to protect them.” 
 New analysis of Christmas Bird Count data will 
focus on how populations or ranges may be changing 
due to the effects of global climate change. 
 The CBC began more than a century ago, when 
27 conservationists in 25 localities, led by scientist 
and writer Frank Chapman, changed the course of 
ornithological history. On Christmas Day 1900, the 
small group posed an alternative to the “side hunt,”
a Christmas day activity in which teams competed to 
see who could shoot the most birds and small mam-
mals. Instead, Chapman proposed that they identify, 

count and record all the birds they saw, founding what 
is now considered to be the world’s most signifi cant 
citizen-based conservation effort — and a more than 
century-old institution.
 During the 2006 CBC, nearly 70 million birds 
were counted by nearly 58,000 volunteers, a record 
level of participation — with counts taking place in all 
50 states, every Canadian province, parts of Central 
and South America, Bermuda, the West Indies and the 
Pacifi c Islands. 
 The CBC method requires that volunteers count 
birds within an established15-mile diameter. 
 When Ware, Greenspun, Davis and Young began 
their count from the Island Branch Library at about 7 
a.m. Dec. 27, Greenspun suggested to Ware, “Zero out 
the odometer.”
 As they exited the library parking lot and drove 
slowly past a line of trees in the fi eld north of Holmes 
Beach City Hall, they listened for sounds.
 “I hear something,” Young said from the back 
seat. 
 “Osprey,” Greenspun said quickly from the right 
side of the seat.
 “Yep, on your side,” Young observed and made a 
note on her scorecard.
 She looked across the fi eld for killdeer, but was 
surprised to see none.
 Young began birding several years ago, but quickly 

Kathryn Young makes some notes in a preliminary 
tally during the Christmas Bird Count. Later she 
transferred the numbers to an offi cial scorecard. The 
Audubon Society uses the numbers to track trends in 
the birding population.

2007 Islander of the year2007 Islander of the year

Birders Mark Davis, from left, Rick Greenspun and Dick Ware spot a northern gannet diving into the Gulf during 
the Audubon Christmas Bird Count conducted on Anna Maria Island Dec. 27. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Christine Olson refl ects on the loss of her daughter 
at the Oklahoma City memorial to the lives lost in the 
terrorist bombing of a federal building.
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being notifi ed of the death of someone so dear.
 She began to seek a way to connect people in emer-
gency situations with the loved ones and family mem-
bers who “need to know.”
 A crusade to change whatever law existed in Florida 
to allow emergency contact information to be available 
to law enforcement began with Christine. 
 She struck out looking for solutions, contacts, 
names, phone numbers and any help she could fi nd to 
create some closure for herself — and, however sadly 
— to make a difference for others and spare them the 
pain in her heart. 
 The quest led her to us in search of Islanders to sign 
a petition to enact some sort of “notice” for families 
and, subsequently, to state Rep. Bill Galvano (R-68).
 There were many tearful exchanges along the way. 
But Galvano led Olson to an almost immediate solu-
tion at the Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles.
 Neither a law nor the governor’s decree was needed 
to make Christine’s goal a reality.
 The DHSMV already possessed the means to 
resolve the problem of fi nding loved ones in dire emer-
gencies — they just needed the urging of Christine and 
Galvano.
 The contact information would be included in the 
existing Driver And Vehicle Information Database, a 

Olson 2007 Islander of year
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secure system that Florida law enforcement agencies 
use to access information from their patrol-car comput-
ers simply by “swiping” a driver’s license.
 The opportunity to register was added to the 
DHSMV Web site in October 2006 and … just like 
that, Tiffi any’s Initiative became reality.
 Galvano told The Islander that as of Dec. 28 there 
were 834,711 registered emergency contact participants. 
“Everyone has embraced it,” he said. “It’s impacted almost 
a million people and it’s all thanks to Christine. She turned 
tragedy into a positive for the entire United States.”
 Galvano said his offi ce gets e-mails and calls all 
the time from other states looking for details on how 
to start the emergency contact program.
 “She’s done something wonderful with the memory 
of her daughter,” Galvano said, “and now we’re work-
ing with her at the federal level to provide this service 
to everyone in the United States.”
 Galvano added that he has arranged for Christine to 
be honored in the Florida Capitol building, where her 

photo and story will soon be on display among others 
that are being honored as “real Florida heroes.”
 Olson also has a Web site in memory of her daugh-
ter that helps educate the public: www.toinformfami-
liesfi rst.com.
 Her goal was to see 1 million folks registered by 
Tiffi any’s birthday, Dec. 7, but never mind that she fell 
a bit short.
 Christine is now promoting her Tiffi any Initiative 
to other states, other legislators, other state and national 
leaders and transportation departments.
 Only a few states had enacted registration for emer-
gency contacts when Christine began her quest, but 
look out for her drive and energy and the good cause 
she represents. 
 Soon, Tiffi any will touch hearts everywhere.
 Thank goodness for angels.
 And, please, thank Christine, as we do, for making 
a difference in the lives of many, and for being our 
Islander of the Year … REGISTER.

How to register 
emergency contacts

 To provide emergency contact information on 
your driver’s license, log onto www.hsmv.state.
fl .us, click the “driver’s license” link, and then 
the “emergency contact information” link.
 You will be prompted to enter your driver’s 
license number or identifi cation card information 
and birth date and then provide contact informa-
tion, including cell phone numbers for up to two 
people. 
 For more information, visit www.toinform-
familiesfi rst.com.

Christine Olson was 
the fi rst person in 
the state to regis-
ter her personal 
contact information 
into the Florida 
Department of 
Highway Services 
and Motor Vehicle 
Web site. Olson, 
seated, is joined by 
son Derek Olson 
and nephew Shawn 
Olson as she logs 
on www.hsmv.state.
fl .us to enter her 
information at state 
Rep. Bill Galvano’s 
offi ce Oct. 2, 2006. 
Pictured with 
Olson, from left, are 
Florida Highway 
Patrol Lt. Doug 
Dotson, Shawn, 
Galvano and Derek. 
Islander Photo: 
Diana Bogan
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Meetings

picked up the knowledge to ID birds by sight and sound. 
Her indoctrination was big — a trip to a birding capital 
of the world, Churchill, in the province of Manitoba, a 
signifi cant breeding ground for birds.
 Greenspun, a birder for decades, said skilled birders 
could identify many birds from their general shape, the 
way they fl y or a distinguishing characteristic.
 “I love everything about birds,” he said. “They 
are just pretty amazing when you think about it. What 
they do. That they haven’t changed in millions of years. 
They are perfect creatures.”
 Greenspun learned about these creatures from 
fi eldwork, from reading, from seminars and from his 
involvement with the Audubon Society at various 
levels.
 “I just kind of gobbled up everything I could. But 
the best way to start to learn is from Audubon,” he 
said. A Manatee County club meets once a month in 
Bradenton, as well as conducts regular outings.
 Ware navigated his SUV onto Marina Drive and 
then out to Key Royale.
 “Watch your side,” Greenspun suggested to the pas-
sengers as they crossed the new Key Royale Bridge.
 The vehicle slowed to a crawl for the birders to 
spot a ring-billed gull, four great egrets and two brown 
pelicans.
 They drove on.
 “There’s a wood stork,” Davis said, who lives in 
Atlanta and winters on Longboat Key. Davis, on his third 
Christmas count, is a veteran birder at the Celery Fields in 
Sarasota, Myakka State Park and on the area beaches.
 “Every day,” he said, when asked how often he 
birds. “There are no bad days. You know the fi shing 
saying? A bad day fi shing is better than a good day 
working. That’s birding, too. It’s great to get out.”
 Someone mentioned that a resident on Key Royale 
feeds the storks and there was a collective “ugh” in the 
car. Not a good practice, said Young.
 The group tracked the miles they drove and the feet 
they walked as they scanned the skies, trees, ground and 
water for birds.
 Someone heard redwing blackbirds. Someone spot-
ted a massive gathering of starlings in a tree along Gulf 
Drive. Another noticed grackles on an electrical wire.
 “You always hope to fi nd something rare,” Green-
spun said, noting that already in the national count 
a birder near Florida’s Mount Dora saw a rare Say’s 
Phoebe. Later, Greenspun said that seeing a rarity can 
be thrilling but even pigeons are fascinating to observe. 
“Remarkable birds,” he said.
 Standing on the shore in Holmes Beach, the group 
shared excitement over watching northern gannets dive 
into the water.
 “Look at that,” Davis said as a bird plunged.
 The birders also shared concern for some of the spe-

cies they didn’t see; most notably, there were no common 
loons in the Gulf and no sanderlings on the shore.
 “You look at numbers over time in the count,” said 
Greenspun. “You look for change, maybe something 
that’s wrong. Everything in nature is a barometer for 
environmental health.”
 The proverbial “canaries in the coal mine,” birds 
provide an early warning indicator of the health of the 
global climate.
 “A lot of common species have not been found this 
year,” he continued. “Out here, you should see loons 
everywhere. I’ve seen one so far all winter.”
 A spokesman for the National Audubon praised 
birders across the country for braving snow, sleet and 
rain to join the Christmas count.
 Davis, Young, Ware and Greenspun enjoyed perfect 
weather last Thursday, starting on a mild morning that 
warmed as the fog drifted from the mainland into the 
Gulf.
 Ware has participated in counts up north and knows 
fi rst-hand there are a lot more birds to see in Holmes 
Beach than Jacksonville, Ill.
 Greenspun observed, “You should see some of the 
numbers in Saskatchewan. They have like eight.”
 That’s an exaggeration, but the Island counters 
agreed that they would see many more birds than those 
counting in frigid climates.
 “It’s all about food,” Greenspun said. “Birds don’t 
really feel cold.”
 As they stood on the sand about a half-mile from 
Manatee Public Beach, the foursome “scoped the 
shore.”
 “Great blue heron on the roof,” shouted Green-
spun.
 “Two golden slippers,” Young said, holding a clip-
board and binoculars in one hand and pointing toward 
the water with the other.
 “Three cormorants,” Ware said in a loud voice.
 Davis spotted two more egrets.
 And then, close to the public beach pier, the four-
some arrived in the midst of a crowd — dozens of gulls 
of varying types.
 They counted.
 And counted.
 And counted.

Anna Maria City
Jan. 8, 7 p.m., planning and zoning board meeting.
Jan. 9, 10 a.m., fi reworks task force meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
Jan. 3, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Jan. 4, 3 p.m., scenic highway committee meeting.
Jan. 8, 6 p.m., EAR meeting before the city commis-
sion. 
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
Jan. 2, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
Jan. 8, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Holiday Closures
• Governmental offi ces in Anna Maria City, Braden-
ton Beach, Holmes Beach and Longboat Key will be 
closed for the New Year’s holiday Jan. 1.
• Solid waste will be collected in Anna Maria, Hol-
mes Beach and Longboat Key as scheduled on Dec. 
31. There is no change in schedule for Bradenton 
Beach collections. 
• The Islander was to be distributed Dec. 31 and the 
offi ce open until noon and closed Jan. 1.
 Happy New Year!

Birds counted on, near Island
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Kathryn Young and Mark Davis look through binocu-
lars to count gulls during the annual Christmas Bird 
Count conducted on Anna Maria Island last week. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

 Koenigs silent; Normand returns to Island
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The local man charged in connection with the Dec. 
5 shooting of businessperson Sue Normand has formally 
invoked his constitutional right to remain silent.
 Mark W. Koenigs, 54, has refused to talk with law 
enforcement personnel about the shooting at Island 
Mail & More in Holmes Beach since his arrest that 
Wednesday.
 Koenigs was shoot and injured when he allegedly 
aimed a 9-mm handgun at Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce deputies on the shore in Bradenton Beach.
 According to police, Koenigs walked into Island 
Mail & More in the Anna Maria Island Centre Shops 
shortly after Normand opened the store. He removed 
a gun from a box and, with another customer standing 
by, shot Normand once in the abdomen.
 The 63-year-old store owner and chair of the 
Holmes Beach Planning Commission suffered a shat-
tered hip and spent nearly two weeks in a rehab facility 
after a week in intensive care.
 Last week, Normand made a very low-key move 
from the Sarasota rehab facility to a ground-level 
residence on the Island. With the help of Duncan 

Real Estate, she planned to remain in the temporary 
residence until Jan. 1, then move to another tem-
porary ground-level residence until mid-January or 
month’s end.
 Property manager Judy Giovanelli said Normand 
is known to the Duncan team and, in the holiday spirit, 
they wanted to help.
 Normand cannot return to her elevated Holmes 
Beach home until it can be outfitted with a lift, an 
expense that could cost from $14,000 to $18,000.
 “I might be using a walker for three to six months,” 
said Normand, who opened Island Mail & More fi ve 
years ago.
 Her son, Stephen, has conducted business at the 
store while she recovers from her injuries and sur-
gery.
 Business, he said, had been good during the holiday 
season and he anticipated continued strong business 
during what’s known in the shipping industry as the 
“returns” season.
 Meanwhile, supporters continued to raise money 
for Normand’s medical expenses. One man left a check 
for $500 for the effort with Manatee County Commis-
sioner Carol Whitmore, who has assisted Normand with 

securing medical care.
 “But I don’t think it’s all coming in like that,” Whit-
more said of the donation, which she in turn handed 
over to the Sue Normand Relief and Recovery Fund.
 While government programs exist to compensate 
victims of crime and Normand can also decide to 
seek compensation through the courts, she already 
faces mounting medical expenses without health 
insurance.
 Normand’s family launched www.supportsue.com 
to help raise money via PayPal contributions on the 
Internet. Also, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Com-
merce is raising money through donations to the Bay 
of Dreams fund.
 “I think it’s going really very well,” chamber presi-
dent Mary Ann Brockman said of the fundraising. 
 As of Dec. 27, the Bay of Dreams account held 
$7,371.05 for Normand, according to Island attorney 
Chuck Webb, who was tracking the donations.
 Meanwhile, Koenigs, represented by public 
defender Peter Belmont, will face arraignment Jan. 
18.
 Koenigs, at the Manatee County jail on $2.4 million 
bond, is charged with two counts of aggravated assault 
with a fi rearm and one count of attempted fi rst-degree 
murder.
 Most recently, Koenigs’ invocation of his right 
to remain silent under the Fifth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was fi led at the Manatee County 
Courthouse. The document specifi es that Koenigs’ 
“demands that no local, state or federal police or 
prosecution personnel (including jail inmates at 
the request or direction of such personnel) attempt 
to engage me in any conversation whatsoever con-
cerning any crime or criminal activity, without fi rst 
providing me an attorney and having that attorney 
present.”
 Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine said his 
department did not try to talk with Koenigs the last two 
weeks in December.
 The chief added that HBPD personnel continue to 
work on the case. 
 “We’re still following up on the physical ties to the 
scene,” Romine said. “We’re dotting the I’s and cross-
ing the T’s.”
 Koenigs was not arrested at the crime scene but 
rather in Bradenton Beach, after being spotted from 
a Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce helicopter. Law 
enforcement was searching for a man in a blue sweat-
shirt known as “Mark.”

See page 9 for the complete 
Gulf Circle tally.
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW…
Part 2: July through December 2007

Boom town: Fireworks go off over the BeachHouse Restaurant July 3, 2007, ushering in the holiday on the 
Island. Thousands of people assembled for the show in Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The second half of 2007 arrived with fi reworks 
exploding over the beaches in Bradenton Beach and 
Anna Maria — and many illegal fi recrackers going off 
in the crowds gathered for the July 4 celebrations.
 The year drew to a close in a December with explo-
sions of gunfi re — with the shooting of Island business-
woman Sue Normand and an hour later, the shooting 
of the suspect.
 The investigation into the shootings will carry into 
the new year, as the state attorney’s offi ce prepares a 
case against the defendant, Mark W. Koenigs.
 And concern over the use of illegal fireworks 
also will carry into the new year, as Island offi cials 
attempt to put together a plan to curb such activity this 
summer.
 A look back at the second half of 2007, as reported 
by The Islander:

July
 More pine work to take place on causeway: 
Work to top Australian pine trees along the Palma Sola 
Causeway began in early July. Florida Power & Light 
crews conducted the work to the dismay of some and 
with the approval of others. Some Australian pines on 
the southeast side and on the north side by the pavilions 
were left, but some other trees said to be too close to 
power lines were topped to 18 feet and some removed 
from the causeway.
 Light show draws crowds to Island: By the fi re-
works bursting in air, Islanders celebrated America’s 
birthday twice in 2007. A fireworks spectacle took 
place July 3 in Bradenton Beach and then another dis-
play took place July 4 in Anna Maria. Rain threatened 
both nights, but the weather remained clear. The Chiles 
Group, owner and operator of the BeachHouse Restau-
rant in Bradenton Beach and the Sandbar Restaurant 
in Anna Maria, sponsored the shows. Bell’s Fireworks 
Display Co. from Tampa shot the shells into the sky. 
The celebrations were marred by two injuries — one 
in Bradenton Beach, where a girl was burned by hot 
ash, and one in Anna Maria, where an illegal fi recracker 
injured a man’s hand.
 Skinny’s cited for code violation: The Holmes 
Beach Code Enforcement Board in mid-July stressed 
that a limited number of folks seeking cheeseburgers 
in paradise can dine outside at Skinny’s Place. The 
board found the restaurant, 3901 Gulf Drive, in viola-
tion of the city’s outdoor dining ordinance. The fi nding 
resulted in the board ordering the restaurant to come 
into compliance by July 12 and to pay $230 in admin-

Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce president Mary Ann Brockman, left, Manatee County Commissioner 
Carol Whitmore, Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger and Holmes Beach City Commissioners John 
Monetti, Pat Morton and Sandy Haas-Martens help cut a ribbon on the rebuilt Key Royale Bridge Aug. 24. The 
bridge was dedicated to military veterans. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

istrative costs.
 GSR abandons Island properties: Any unsecured 
investor in bankrupt GSR Development LLC expect-
ing to get back some money through the sale of the 
company’s properties learned otherwise July 10. GSR 
attorney Stephen Leslie fi led a notice with the federal 
bankruptcy court in Tampa that the company “is hereby 
abandoning all interest” in its real estate properties on 
Anna Maria Island and any remaining interest is “aban-
doned to the fi rst lien holder(s).”
 Passage Key struggles to re-emerge: In the 
summer, at extreme low tide, boaters and conserva-
tion offi cials could get a glimpse of what was once a 
vibrant wildlife habitat — Passage Key. Gulf storms, 
most recently the 2005 storms, have taken a toll on 
Passage Key, located at the southern mouth of Tampa 
Bay in Manatee County, as well as contributed to habi-
tat loss on Egmont Key in Hillsborough County. But 
aerial photographs taken in July, as well as reports from 
boaters, suggested that Passage Key is re-emerging.
 Governor signs WMFR impact fee bill: Florida 
Gov. Charlie Crist approved legislation authorizing the 
West Manatee Fire Rescue District to raise impact fees 
on new construction. The measure had passed in the 

Florida House in late April and in the Florida Senate 
in early May. WMFR voters approved the increased 
impact fees in late 2006.
 Project to preserve Pine Avenue announced: 
Island businessmen Ed Chiles and Mike Coleman 
announced an effort to preserve Pine Avenue proper-
ties in Anna Maria for development as retail-offi ce-res-
idential locations with an “Old Florida” architectural 
style. The project involves options on 15 Pine Avenue 
properties and six lots on North Bay Boulevard at the 
Pine Avenue intersection.
 Chambers win state awards: Representatives with 
the Manatee and Anna Maria Island chambers of com-
merce recently returned from a statewide convention 
with some souvenirs — chamber-of-the-year awards. 
The two local chambers received the awards last week 
from the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals, 
a statewide membership group.

August
 Tidemark catches new wave: More than six years 
ago, the Holmes Beach City Commission approved the 
site plan for the Tidemark hotel/condominium/marina. 
In August, the Tidemark Reliance Property Group 
announced a partnership between the Beach Inn on 
Gulf Mexico Drive and the Tidemark Resorts on Marina 
Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Trolley fare discussed: Island cities had to come 
up with funds to help pay for a free Island trolley ser-
vice in 2008. With Manatee County facing a budget 
crunch, county offi cials said the Island governments 
would have to help pay for the service or riders would 
face a fare.
 AME opened for 2007-08 term: Anna Maria 
Elementary School and other Manatee County School 
District students headed for the classrooms Aug. 20 to 
begin the 2007-08 term. The new school year arrived 
with a new schedule — the biggest adjustment being 
an early-out on Wednesday for students.
 Turtle watch assists with DNA research: Anna 
Maria Island Turtle Watch partnered with a University 
of Georgia researcher to create a DNA analysis of the 
sea turtles that nest on the Island’s beaches. The work, 
which involved collecting genetic material from log-
gerhead turtle nests, was part of a broader, long-range 
effort to identify genetic differences among sea turtle 
populations in the southeastern United States.
 Fire commission accepts 2007-08 budget: The 
West Manatee Fire Rescue District Commission 
accepted a 2007-08 budget following little public com-
ment on Aug. 16. The budget lacked major purchases 
or new personnel, but contained a 4 percent cost-of-
living wage increase for existing employees. The cost 

PLEASE SEE YEAR IN REVIEW, NEXT PAGE
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Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island presents it’s sixth annual

   Extravaganza 
   & Casino Night

6pm, Saturday, Jan 19
St. Bernard Catholic Church
Holmes Beach

$65 per person, 
advance sales only at:

• Island Florist, 5312 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach

• Island Vacation Properties, 
3001 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach

• Waterside Lending, 
104 Bridge St, Bradenton Beach

Or call Extravaganza Chair 
Doug Winton 941-778-7167

Casino-Style gaming tables • 
and more
Buffet by Ezra• 
Appetizers by Sandbar• 
Open bar• 
Music and dancing to R.P.M.• 
Silent and live auctions• 
Door prize – 3 nights at AMI • 
beachfront condo

Whitney Beach Plaza • 6810 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key • 941.383.7180 • themarketlbk.com

The Monthly Arts and Crafts Show
8am-4pm • Sat. & Sun. • Jan. 5-6

Gigantic Orchid Sale
gift items • ANTIQUES • produce • 100’s of art prints

All kinds of stuff!  Great gift ideas! Wine tastings Sat. and Sun.

Vendor Space available! Call the market, 383-7180.

Hot Breakfast/Lunch • Produce 
Deli Sandwiches • Butcher 

Gelato/Espresso Bar • Free Wi-Fi

Cross over the bridge – just one mile 
south of Coquina Beach!

Simply the best!Simply the best!
Your neighborhood market Your neighborhood market 

Longboat Key Liquors &  Cocktail Lounge 
For all your holiday spirits!

Package Store Open 7 Days • 9-7 Mon-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. 
Lounge Opens 3:30 Mon.-Sat. 

Sunday at 1pm for Football on the Big Screen! 

Wine tastings coming soon!
Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key • 383-4888

Open Daily 7am-7pm

Live Music Wed.-Sat. in the 
lounge starting at 7pm.

Su

W

L e

for wages and benefi ts in the new budget is $4.3 mil-
lion.

Jazz festival good for Island business: The 
month-long Jazz on the Island festival during August 
was aimed at bringing German and European visitors 
to Anna Maria Island and appeared to have been at the 
least a moderate success, according to those who were 
directly affected by the campaign.

ManaSota-88 sees opportunity in slowdown: An 
environmental non-profi t organization was calling on 
the Manatee County Board of Commissioners to inves-
tigate another purchase of property on Perico Island. 
The group, ManaSota-88, fought St. Joe Company’s 
planned SevenShores condominium development on 
Perico on the east side of the Anna Maria Island Bridge 
when it was in the planning stages. But with the slow-
down in Florida real estate development and sales, 
ManaSota-88 saw an opportunity to purchase the 352-
acre SevenShores property for the public. Company 
offi cials stressed that the property was not for sale.

September
Olesens, city reach settlement: The city of Anna 

Maria and the Olesen family of South Bay Boulevard 
reached a “mediation settlement agreement” in the law-
suit fi led by the Olesens last year against the city. The 
city commission approved the settlement in a “shade” 
meeting Aug. 28. The Olesens were in the midst of 
renovating their property in April 2006 when then-
building offi cial Kevin Donohue issued a stop work 
order because of a 10-foot-wide right of way included 
in their building plans. The city agreed to pay $22,500 
to the Olesens as its share of the mediation costs.

Anna Maria Island Community Center opens:
The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s reno-
vated facility took nearly six years from conception to 
opening, but on Sept. 4 the new Center on Magnolia 
Avenue in Anna Maria opened its doors for members 
and guests. A grand opening ceremony and celebration 
took place in November.

Chiles, Nallys unite to save bee colony: Sandbar 
Restaurant owner Ed Chiles and William and Barbara 
Nally of Spring Avenue in Anna Maria united to save 

Year in review, 2007
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Diners who anxiously awaited the renovation of the Bridge Street Pier in Bradenton Beach await lunch during 
a trial run at Rotten Ralph’s on the Pier. Seated are, from left to right, Carl Parks, Janie Robertson, Michael 
Pierce, Pat Gentry, Connie Drescher and Bill Shearon. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

a bee colony that had taken nest high up in an Austra-
lian pine near Spring Avenue. The process wasn’t easy, 
according to Bob “The Bee Man” Van Der Herchen, 
who has made a career of beekeeping and saving bees 
and was hired to relocate the bees from the tree.

Rescued hatchlings released to the sea: A crowd 
of well wishers gathered Sept. 10 to wave goodbye to 
about 150 baby loggerhead sea turtles rescued from 
raccoons and released in the Gulf of Mexico. The crowd 
that formed to watch the release of the hatchlings grew 
from about six people at 7:30 p.m. to as many as 50 
people by 8:15 p.m.

AMI real estate prediction — the worst is over:
Several leading Island real estate agents said the bottom 
had been hit and passed and the market was making a 
comeback. “We had a great 15-year run” until 2006, 
said agent Betsy Hills. The “market correction” of last 
year brought sales to a near halt. “We are now moving 
in the right direction,” she said.

County cuts library hours: Manatee County offi -
cials announced changes to the public library system 

schedule following the board of commissioner’s adop-
tion of a 2007-08 budget on Sept. 25. “Due to the recent 
state-mandated budget reductions, the Manatee County 
Public Library System will be reducing operating hours 
at fi ve of its six library locations,” read a statement from 
the county. The new hours took effect Nov. 3.

Historic Bradenton Beach pier opens: Bradenton 
Beach celebrated the reopening of its historic Bridge 
Street pier in September — and again in October. The 
pier renovation involved more than $2.2 million in 
investment and months of work. When the project was 
completed, the Island had a rebuilt pier with a Rotten 
Ralph’s restaurant, bait and tackle shop, fl oating dock 
and rest rooms.

October
Volunteers enlist in coastal cleanup: Oct. 6 was 

serve and protect day in Manatee County, with volun-
teers enlisting in Keep Manatee Beautiful’s 22nd annual 

PLEASE SEE YEAR IN REVIEW, PAGE 7
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SLICK  By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

A list for 2008
 Everybody’s got a list. 
 Lists of groceries to pick up, things to do, and 
things, too, for other folks to do, as well as a list of 
things to do better. Resolutions.
 This year it seems global things to do — things to 
help Mother Nature and planet Earth are popular.
 After all, both have been neglected and we only 
have ourselves to blame.
 This time of year, we look toward things that could 
be accomplished to better what we like to call “our 
paradise.” Things to do in the span of a year — short 
term in the big picture of things.
 Just imagine …
 … Holmes Beach’s Grassy Point preserve fi nally 
opens to the public. 
 … The bridge rehabilitation project doesn’t require 
a full 45-day closure in the fall.
 … The fare-free trolley service gets funded not 
with local tax dollars, but with tourism tax dollars. It 
runs until midnight seven days. And imagine it goes the 
length of Longboat Key to St. Armands Circle.
 … Bradenton Beach finds a solution such as a 
“conch train,” er Coquina Train for its business district 
parking problems. 
 … The push for a new bridge takes into consid-
eration safety, Island character and aesthetics and the 
environment.
 … There is justice done in the shooting of Sue Nor-
mand and an arrest in the slaying of Carla Ann Beard.
 … There are volunteers and dollars aplenty for 
all the public service agencies that serve the needs of 
Islanders.
 … There is a serious study of “consolidation” of 
governments services and costs undertaken — as man-
dated by voters in two of three Island cities in a prior 
election.
 … The benefi t of professional city management for 
our $15-plus million in city budgets is honestly debated 
in public forums.
 … Local government offi cials and public servants 
respect Florida’s Government-in-the-Sunshine Law and 
the public records laws.
 … More tourists patronize Island stores, restaurants 
and accommodations than ever before.
 … The state fi nds the means for real property tax 
relief for Island residents, full-timers and part-timers.
 … Foreclosures are halted, real estate sales rebound 
and prices for Island real estate are competitive with 
other Island markets, such as Longboat, Lido and Siesta 
keys and Boca Grande.
 Hey, we can wish, eh?
 And since we started up in 1992, we wished to be 
read by you, so again, thanks go to you for reading The 
Islander. 
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Thank you, friends
 I would like to thank all the wonderful people who 
have come to my aid with abundant prayers, gifts, cards, 
and wonderful kindness during my recent illness fol-
lowing my 98th birthday.
 I am especially thankful for my good friends, neigh-
bors, Meals on Wheels volunteers, home health aids, 
and my family from afar. I have never had so much 
attention, I’m truly blessed. 
 Christina Taylor, Anna Maria

Confi dence restored
 We have been coming to Anna Maria Island for 
nearly 30 years and loved it so much we bought a condo 
here. So it was very saddening to hear about the recent 
incidents.
 On a brighter note, we would just like to tell your 
readers about Brett Vande Verde, owner of Holmes 
Beach Service on Gulf Drive. He has been servicing 
our car for a number of years.
 On picking up our car after repairing it, Brett 
handed us $200 that he had found jammed under the 
front seat. We had lost it while here in September. 
 How refreshingly honest. It would not have hap-
pened in London, where we also live. 
 After the violence of earlier this month, we thought 
maybe this was not the paradise island we thought it 
was. So, thanks to Brett, our love affair with this Island 
and its people has been restored.
 Geraldine and Sam Drew, Anna Maria Island and 
London

Help Sue
 I was traumatized by the nightmare that Sue Nor-
mand has endured. My heart goes out to her and her 
family. I will patronize her store and give what I can.
  The real nightmare, however, is her medical bills. 
I was upset when I read that, like millions of others, 
she has no health insurance. Her medical bills will run 
into the tens of thousands, perhaps more. 
 Normand has a good chance of joining the ranks of 

people without health insurance who have been fi nan-
cially ruined due to an injury or illness. I am sure she 
has received, and will continue to receive, excellent 
patient care in rehab. I can assure you, however, that 
the bedside manner will end once the bills start coming 
in. 
 Please, dear readers, listen carefully to candidates’ 
views on national health insurance of any type. Any one 
of us could be in Normand’s situation.  
 Dale Chadwick, Anna Maria City

Rain issues
 Golly, do my neighbors at Island Village and I ever 
feel foolish! Here we thought it was raining so hard one 
recent Friday about 5 p.m. that we had to move our 
semi-weekly village party from around the pool into 
a nearby garage. There we were, carrying tables and 
chairs and plates of food out of the rain, under cover 
— and now our Islander tells us we didn’t really have 
to after all, because your “Temps & Drops” box in the 
Dec. 19 edition says we got “zero” rain that Friday 
night, Dec. 15. 
 I wonder what that stuff was that fell pretty steadily 
for the better part of four hours, briefl y fi lling up our 
low-lying areas with water. (Now I can’t wait until next 
week’s paper, to see if my wife and I just imagined that 
storm Saturday night, too!)
  John Scott, Holmes Beach and East Lansing, 
Mich.
 Editor’s note: Rainfall on Anna Maria Island is 
always problematic. It can pour in Bradenton Beach and 
be sunny in Anna Maria City. In this instance, though, 
it did indeed rain Dec. 19. We regret the error.

Thanks for the fun
 I had a fun time at the Island Shopping Center mer-
chants open house in Holmes Beach. 
 I was the very lucky one of three prize winners who 
won your generous drawing. I appreciated all the won-
derful gifts that you donated. Thank you so very much.
 Dee Bowlus, Holmes Beach
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And … as always, FREE BEER tomorrow!
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ROTTEN RALPH’S
ON THE PIER

Thank you all for a 
“Rotten” 2007!

We look forward to 
serving you in 2008 
at both of our Great 

Rotten locations!
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Anthony 
Scott 
of King 
Middle 
School fi nds 
a bottle in 
the bushes 
near the 
entrance 
to Holmes 
Beach 
during 
the 2007 
Coastal 
Cleanup 
organized 
by Keep 
Manatee 
Beautiful. 
Islander 
Photo: Lisa 
Neff

Coastal Cleanup effort. The local campaign is part of a 
much larger effort to collect litter and debris that was 
sponsored nationwide by the Ocean Conservancy. At 
the local level, KMB worked with Adopt-A-Highway, 
road and shore groups, businesses and municipalities 
to coordinate the cleanup, especially along the Manatee 
River, the Palma Sola Causeway, on Anna Maria Island 
and at the FISH Preserve in Cortez.
 Byrne, Noriega charged with fraud by creditors 
committee: GSR Development LLC principals Robert 
Byrne and Steve Noriega will have their day in court 
this January to answer charges that they participated in 
a criminal conspiracy while at the helm of the company, 
particularly in relation to a 2005 refi nance arrangement 
for GSR’s Villa Rosa property in Anna Maria. The two 
men, along with other “targets” specifi ed by the U.S. 
Federal Bankruptcy Court in Tampa, have been charged 
in an “adversarial” proceeding by GSR’s offi cial com-
mittee of unsecured creditors with a total of 14 offenses 
relating to the failed company.
 Marina Drive streetscape work begins: Motor-

Year in review, 2007
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ists who passed hay bales on Marina Drive might have 
guessed Holmes Beach decided to get into the Hal-
loween spirit. But no, work was under way to improve 
the downtown stretch of Marina Drive, as well as the 
street’s intersection with Gulf Drive. The Marina Drive 
streetscape project, contracted to Superior Asphalt, took 
about six weeks to complete.
 Skate park closed due to vandalism: Holmes 
Beach police offi cers rounded up for questioning about 
10 teenagers suspected of vandalizing the city’s skate-
board park on Marina Drive. Eventually, one youth was 
arrested and several children referred to teen court in 
the criminal mischief case. Vandals removed a metal 
safety railing on a ramp and tore down a sign that was 
later recovered. Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine 
called the action “pure meanness.”
 St. Joe slows on SevenShores project: Islanders 
learned they shouldn’t expect to see any high-rise con-
dominium buildings going up at the St. Joe Company’s 
SevenShores development on Perico Island in the near 
future. The company — the largest private landowner 
in Florida — announced it would lay off 90 percent of 
its 900 employees, sell 100,000 acres of Florida real 

 • Holmes Beach resident Chuck Lester was named 
Islander of the Year by The Islander newspaper for his 
fundraising efforts on behalf of the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Lester and his wife Joey matched 
donations up to $25,000 with their own money.
 • While the city of Holmes Beach remained 
embroiled in a lawsuit over construction of a cellular 
telephone tower on Gulf Drive, the West Manatee Fire 
District began negotiations with Bell South Mobility 
Inc. to build a cellular telephone tower at the district’s 
Station 2 at 10350 Cortez Rd. W. in Bradenton.
 • A Lakeland surfer apparently drowned while surf-
ing off Cortez Beach in Bradenton Beach during rough 
seas. Witnesses to the incident said Ray Clark, 23, was 
surfi ng with friends when he either hit his head on his 
board or struck an object on the bottom and disappeared 
from sight. His body was recovered after a 15-minute 
search. 

PLEASE SEE YEAR IN REVIEW, NEXT PAGE

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
Dec. 23 60 76 0Dec. 23 60 76 0
Dec. 24 59 75 0Dec. 24 59 75 0
Dec. 25 61 72 0Dec. 25 61 72 0
Dec. 26 63 72 0Dec. 26 63 72 0
Dec. 27 61 76 0Dec. 27 61 76 0
Dec. 28 64 79 0Dec. 28 64 79 0
Dec. 29 64 81 0Dec. 29 64 81 0
Average Gulf water temperature 70°Average Gulf water temperature 70°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.
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Come see the difference for yourself! 

www.IslandDentalSpa.com 
Creating beautiful smiles on 

Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key 
Dr. Yatros has appeared on 
ABC 7, NBC 8 and WB 38

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implants • Snoring and Sleep Therapy

“Incorporating a beautiful healthy smile with a rejuvenated body”

Plenty of Patient 

Pampering

450 67th St. West • Bradenton, FL 34209 • www.sslusa.com • Assisted Living Facility #AL4712

Call us Today!
941-794-5657

Summerville at Bradenton
Beautiful, renovated, independent suites.

Call today for a tour and lunch. 941-794-5657

Summerville at Bradenton offers:
Three Meals Daily • Six Miles from Local Beaches • Choice of Apartment 
Styles • Housekeeping Service • Scheduled Transportation Twice Weekly 

Emergency Response System • Daily Activities • Medication Management

estate it owns in the Florida Panhandle, and scrap plans 
for a stockholder dividend this year.

AME refl ects on “Lannon’s Way”: When the late 
Pete Lannon was hired as a Holmes Beach police offi -
cer, it wasn’t HBPD Chief Jay Romine’s intention for 
him to spend most of his time at the Island school.
 Lannon quickly became a beloved member not 
only of the Island community at large, but especially 
of the Anna Maria Elementary School community. On 
Oct. 18, AME staff, students and others gathered at 
the school to plan a memorial tribute to aid the healing 
process for the many students Lannon taught. 

Pumped out, but still in business: The Holmes 
Beach Pure Station, 5333 Gulf Drive, ran out of gas on 
Oct. 16 — on purpose. Owner Bret Vande Vrede said 
the station no longer would sell gas, and instead would 
focus on building its full-service garage business
 Vrede said it would have taken more than a decade 
for the station to earn enough in gasoline sales to cover 
the expense of new tanks required by 2009 under Flor-
ida environmental protection laws.

Opening day arrives for stone crab season: They 
stood in line Oct. 15 outside Moore’s Stone Crab Res-
taurant on Longboat Key and at the door to the Cortez 
Bait and Seafood Shop in Cortez. They also stood in 
line at seafood shops and restaurants from the Keys to 
Pensacola, Naples to Miami. October brings the post-
season fever of Major League Baseball. It also brings 
opening day of the stone crab season.

Docks OK’d at Sandpiper Resort: Docks were 
in, multi-use trail and vacation of a street were out at 
Sandpiper Mobile Resort in Bradenton Beach. City 
commissioners agreed with a recommendation by the 
city’s planning and zoning board that a 25-slip dock-
age facility along Anna Maria Sound could be built, 
subject to state and federal permits. The commission 
balked at a provision by former building offi cial Ed Mc 
Adam, though, for a north-south multi-use trail along 
the bayfront adjacent to the dockage.

Anna Maria settles roof lawsuit: Anna Maria city 
commissioners voted to accept $75,000 from Roof USA 
as a mediated settlement in the city’s lawsuit against 
the company for a faulty roof installation during the 
summer of 2006. Anna Maria fi led suit against Roof 
USA for mold and asbestos remediation damages 
caused by water fl ooding city hall from the roof that 
was under construction in August 2006.

November
Woman convicted in Palma Sola murder: A 

mother recanted her murder confession and blamed 
her son for the slaying of her longtime boyfriend. The 
change of heart — or legal tactic — didn’t work. A 
jury on Nov. 2 convicted Merle Zeigler, 54, of second-

Heather Nyberg’s 
fi rst-grade class at 
Anna Maria Elemen-
tary School has been 
cultivating butterfl ies 
— anxiously await-
ing their hatch, which 
happened just before 
the school’s memorial 
celebration for the late 
Pete Lannon. Lannon’s 
wife Deborah said at 
the school event that 
she had a hunch her 
late husband had “a 
little something to do 
with that.” The students 
released the butterfl ies 
into the school’s patri-
otic garden during the 
Oct. 18 tribute celebra-
tion. Islander Photo: 
Diana Bogan

Year in review, 2007
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Veteran Ralph Bassett, during a speech at The Islander Veterans Day tribute Nov. 9 at Holmes Beach City Hall, 
salutes the crowd. Bassett remembered those veterans who have died, including his friend, veteran and former 
Holmes Beach City Commissioner Don Maloney. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

degree murder in the slaying of her 15-year boyfriend, 
Frank Reposh, 41. Zeigler was sentenced to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. Reposh died 
on or around Oct. 10, 2005, in his residence in the 7800 
block of 40th Avenue Drive West in Bradenton. 

Message signs to be employed for bridge proj-
ect: The long-awaited “Advanced Traveler Information 
Signs” were put into place this fall and would be avail-
able for use when the Florida Department of Trans-

PLEASE SEE YEAR IN REVIEW, PAGE 10
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For more information call
Hope Lutheran Church at 

(941) 755-3256
or visit us on the web:

www.hopelutheranfl .com

Hope Lutheran Church  LCMS

Announces A new 
Ministry on the Island

Please join us at 
5pm on Sundays

We meet at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

6608 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

 The unofficial tally found, with last year’s 
numbers in parenthesis:

• Mallard: 2 (0).
 • Mottled duck: 55 (26).
 • Blue-winged teal: 89 (61).
 • Northern shoveler: 39 (13).
 • Lesser scaup: 95 (103).
 • Red-breasted merganser: 48 (65).
 • Common peafowl: 10 (1).
 • Common loon: 4 (38).
 • Pied-billed grebe: 4 (9).
 • Horned grebe: 2 (0). 
 • Northern gannet: 30 (76). 
 • American white pelican: 570 (215). 
 • Brown pelican: 250 (665). 
 • Double-crested cormorant: 1,451 (315). 
 • Anhinga: 11 (7). 
 • Great blue heron (Blue): 48 (41). 
 • Great white heron: 1 (1). 
 • Great egret: 109 (50). 
 • Snowy egret: 131 (27). 
 • Little blue heron: 13 (23). 
 • Tricolored heron: 12 (5). 
 • Reddish egret: 1 (6). 
 • Cattle egret: 1 (4). 
 • Green heron: 1 (0). 
 • Yellow-crown night-heron: 10 (3). 
 • White ibis: 194 (112). 
 • Roseate spoonbill: 7 (26). 
 • Wood stork: 93 (8). 
 • Black vulture: 48 (165). 
 • Turkey vulture: 182 (890). 
 • Osprey: 31 (27). 
 • Bald eagle: 2 (8). 
 • Sharp-shinned hawk: 2 (2). 
 • Cooper’s hawk: 0 (2). 
 • Red-shouldered hawk: 7 (2). 
 • Red-tailed hawk: 1 (0). 
 • American kestrel: 1 (3). 
 • Merlin: 1 (1). 
 • Common moorhen: 5 (2). 
 • Black-bellied plover: 21 (23). 
 • Snowy plover: 4 (0). 

 The Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count 
for the Gulf Circle, which includes all of Anna Maria 
Island, the end of Cortez, Perico Island and the north 
section of Longboat Key, involved 14 people who 
counted 90 species.
 Last year, 17 people observed 84 species in the 
annual count, part of a much larger effort to tally birds 
in the Americas.
 The results in the Gulf Circle count still must be 
reviewed by Audubon of Florida, according to Manatee 

Christmas Bird Count tallies 90 species
County Audubon Society coordinator David William-
son.
 “Fluctuations are normal to see, since some birds 
may be a little farther north, south, inland or seaward 
during our count each year,” Williamson said. “We are 
not surprised to see the number of white pelicans and 
brown pelicans have changed signifi cantly this year. 
This snapshot in time is not an indicator of a species’ 
decline. It must be compared to many years of data and 
bird counts conducted all over the nation. Our data can 

vary due to changes in the methods we use to survey 
and things as simple as the time of day that low tide 
comes and the weather.
 Counters reported that the number of northern shov-
elers is up this year. Two horned grebes, not seen every 
year, were spotted and the majority of parakeets seemed 
to be clustered in Bayfront Park in Anna Maria City.
 Williamson observed again this year that a great 
blue heron is mating with a great white heron on Jew-
fi sh Key.

 • Semipalmated plover: 13 (4). 
 • Killdeer : 0 (5). 
 • American oystercatcher: 0 (1). 
 • Spotted sandpiper: 3 (5). 
 • Willet: 50 (13). 
 • Lesser yellowlegs: 1 (0). 
 • Ruddy turnstone: 12 (9). 
 • Red knot: 5 (66). 
 • Sanderling: 107 (430).
 • Short-billed dowitcher: 0 (7). 
 • Laughing gull: 532 (1,000). 
 • Ring-billed gull: 98 (202). 
 • Herring gull: 13 (74). 
 • Caspian tern: 0 (1). 
 • Common tern: 1 (0). 
 • Forster’s tern: 24 (38). 
 • Royal tern: 187 (142). 
 • Sandwich tern: 155 (8). 
 • Black skimmer: 51 (60). 
 • Rock pigeon: 96 (115). 
 • Eurasian collared-dove: 113 (122). 
 • Mourning dove: 161 (188). 
 • Common ground-dove: 0 (2) 
 • Monk parakeet: 14 (9). 
 • Blue-crowned parakeet: 25 (15). 
 • Black-hooded parakeet: 17 (17). 
 • Unknown parakeet: 38 (0).
 • Belted kingfi sher: 19 (12). 

 • Red-bellied woodpecker: 14 (21). 
 • Downy woodpecker: 1 (2). 
 • Northern fl icker: 0 (1). 
 • Pileated woodpecker: 1 (1). 
 • Eastern Phoebe: 1 (0). 
 • Loggerhead shrike: 1 (0). 
 • Blue-headed vireo: 4 (0). 
 • Blue jay: 4 (3). 
 • American crow: 3 (0). 
 • Fish crow: 115 (176). 
 • House wren: 1 (1). 
 • Ruby-crowned kinglet: 0 (6). 
 • Blue-gray gnatcatcher: 9 (3). 
 • American robin: 0 (1,025). 
 • Gray catbird: 4 (1). 
 • Northern mockingbird: 13 (17). 
 • European starling: 408 (314). 
 • Cedar waxwing: 0 (185). 
 • Yellow-rumped warbler: 132 (212). 
 • Yellow-throated warbler: 0 (1). 
 • Pine warbler: 0 (13). 
 • Palm warbler: 35 (84). 
 • Black-and-white warbler: 1 (0). 
 • Northern cardinal: 2 (0). 
 • Redwinged blackbird: 10 (22). 
 • Common grackle: 47 (71). 
 • Boat-tailed grackle: 25 (6). 
 • Brown-headed cowbird: 22 (50). 
 • American goldfi nch: 2 (0). 
 • House sparrow: 4 (25). 
 The counters also saw some less common 
birds, including the northern pintail, least sand-
piper, greater scaup, greater yellowlegs, orange-
crowned warbler and yellow-throated warbler.
 Looking to the 2008 Christmas count, the Man-
atee County Audubon Society is seeking a sponsor 
to help offset the cost of hiring a boat, as well as 
entry fees to the National Audubon Society.
 For more information about the count, visit 
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc and www.manatee-
audubon.org on the Internet.

A blue-gray 
gnatcatcher 
in the fi eld: 
Islander 
Photo: 
David Wil-
liamson



10  JAN. 2, 2008  THE ISLANDER

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

ISLAND
PLAYERS

Box Office: 9am - 1pm, except Sunday.

10009 Gulf Drive & Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

i  778-5755 ]

“Over My Dead Body”
Jan. 17 - Feb. 3
Evenings 8 pm

Matinees Jan. 20 & 27,  2 pm
Box office opens Jan. 7

A.M.I. VIDEO
VIDEOS ★ DVD ★ VCR ★ TV

779-0880 • Mon.-Sat. 11:30-9pm-Sun. 11:30-8pm
3212 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Shells)

Over 10,000 DVD’s in Stock 
plus a large Independent Section

EVERY WED. RENT 2 MOVIES-GET 1 FREE
BUY 2 USED DVD’S OR VHS’S-GET 1 FREE

$1 OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

6807 14th Street West • Bradenton • 751-4045
Tues.-Fri. 10-5 pm • Sat. 10-4 pm

Quality Furnishings
Affordable Prices

CONSIGNMENT SHOP

THE WHITFIELD EXCHANGE

“Simply the Best”

KAY THIBAUTKAY THIBAUT
MASTER STYLIST AND 

COLORIST
can be found at

The Hideaway
5109 Manatee Avenue W. 

(In Fairway Center)

941-713-7223941-713-7223

portation begins its $9.2 million rehab of Anna Maria 
Island Bridge. The informational signs were intended 
to be used in the event of an emergency, such as a storm 
evacuation. But Vincent Canna, project manager with 
Manatee County, said no doubt the signs will be useful 
when the bridge project begins next year.

Ribbon cut at Center: Surrounded by Center 
board members and community supporters, executive 
director Pierrette Kelly snipped a ceremonial ribbon 
marking the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s 
offi cial grand opening Nov. 10. The new two-story 
Anna Maria Island Community Center had its offi cial 
opening with a private, invitation-only Nov. 9 party to 
recognize donors and patrons of the facility, and the 
day-long celebration for the public that also featured a 
fi nale to the soccer season.

Grant committee tours enhancement area: Anna 
Maria’s transportation enhancement grant committee 
took a walking tour of Pine Avenue and Gulf Drive 
Nov. 12 to establish a list of streetscaping locations 
that might benefi t from some of the $358,000 the com-
mittee will allocate. The committee had agreed that 
“streetscaping,” such as tree plantings, fl ower beds and 
lighting in selected areas, would be the priority for uti-
lizing the funds, which come from the federal govern-
ment, but are administered by the Florida Department 
of Transportation.

Bridge shutdown trimmed, but county seeks 
more cuts: Florida Department of Transportation offi -
cials shaved 30 days off a shutdown of the Anna Maria 
Island Bridge, but county offi cials were pressing the 
DOT to lose more days. Initially, the DOT planned 
to close the bridge for 75 days in the spring of 2008, 
during what Islanders call “high tourist season.” An 
uproar from the public and public offi cials over the 
plans, as well as the DOT’s lack of communication and 
coordination with local offi cials, prompted the state to 
reconsider and rework the project.

City, butterfl y group cooperate to mend garden:
Holmes Beach city offi cials began working with the 
group that cares for the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park on city hall grounds to repair and improve the 
garden. The alternative, said garden spokesperson 
Nancy Ambrose, would have been to move the garden 
to a sunnier location. The butterfl y garden was desig-
nated in 1999 to be at the south end of Holmes Beach 
City Hall and to the north of the Island Branch Library. 
A trimming of two fi cus trees likely damaged the patio, 
particularly some personalized bricks placed in the 
garden, Ambrose said.

Court ruling: Bradenton Beach withheld public 
records: A judge issued a ruling that “grants in part and 
denies in part” The Islander newspaper’s claims against 
the city of Bradenton Beach in a public records suit. 
“The Islander won,” said newspaper attorney Kendra 
Presswood, referring to Circuit Court Judge Peter 
Dubensky’s fi nding that the city improperly withheld 
three public documents. “Three months after the fact, 
they fi nally disclosed the documents,” Presswood said. 
“It was a clear violation.” But, from the other side, 
Bradenton Beach Mayor John Chappie said he saw it as 
a “total victory for our city” because the judge denied 
the paper’s request for injunctive relief.

Demolition work begins at church: A seven-
member demolition team tore down the 50-year-old 
former chapel and library buildings at the Crosspointe 
Fellowship in Holmes Beach. The same day the demo-
lition work began, Nov. 15, fi refi ghters with the West 
Manatee Fire Rescue District conducted a training exer-
cise at the site. The old one-story buildings to the north 
of the sanctuary and the fellowship hall were damaged 
by termites and covered with mold, as well as contained 
asbestos tiles, according to Crosspointe’s campus man-
ager Pat Morton. A renovation would have cost about 
$800,000.

City OKs rezone for LaPensee: Holmes Beach 
City Commissioners Nov. 13 approved a request from 
LaPensee Plumbing to rezone 401 Manatee Ave. The 
company wants to relocate its operation from 5362 Gulf 
Drive to the now vacant building. But before buying 
the property, LaPensee sought a change in zoning — 
from Commercial 1 to Commercial 2 — to allow for 
the operation of a showroom and administrative offi ces. 
C-1 zoning allows for offi ces and C-2 for more intense 
operations, such as retail, restaurants, laundries, dry 
cleaners and catering.

Palma Sola project to be scaled back: The group 
tasked with beautifying and protecting the Palma Sola 
Scenic Highway Corridor learned that a plan to plant 
hundreds of trees along the causeway must be scaled 
back. Seth Kohn, an employee with the city of Braden-
ton and member of the Palma Scenic Highway Corridor 
Entity committee, said the estimated cost of the plan 
proved too low.

Taking the oath: For the fi rst time in recent his-
tory, the entire Bradenton Beach City Commission 
participated in a swearing-in ceremony in November, 
offi ciated by Manatee County Supervisor of Elections 
Bob Sweat. Former Commissioner Michael Pierce, who 
defeated Shearon in the Nov. 6 election, took the oath 
as the city’s new mayor. Ward 1 City Commissioner 
John Shaughnessy, Ward 3 City Commissioner Janie 
Robertson, Ward 2 newcomer Bob Conners and Ward 
4 Commissioner John Chappie also were sworn in.

Anna Maria pier improvements contemplated: 
Members of Anna Maria’s transportation enhancement 
grant committee spent several hours Nov. 19 inspecting 
the city pier and its parking lot to consider potential 
improvement projects. Such work might be included 
in the committee’s master plan for improving the Pine 
Avenue-Gulf Drive business district.

County eyes slower water-born speed at Bean 
Point: With the channel off Bean Point in Anna Maria 
shifting closer to shore, Manatee County commission-
ers prepared to implement a speed limit in the channel. 
Anna Maria resident Charlie Daniel and a number of 
people who frequent the beach at Bean Point had com-
plained earlier this year about speeding boats and the 
danger they presented to bathers. Manatee County at-
large Commissioner Carol Whitmore, former mayor of 
Holmes Beach, said the commission planned to imple-
ment a 25-mph speed limit in the Bean Point channel.

December
Acute Care trial moved to June: The trial of four 

remaining defendants in the Acute Care Medicaid fraud 
case was postponed until June after yet another defen-

Law enforcement personnel gather on the beach in Bradenton Beach where a man suspected of shooting and 
injuring Island businesswoman Sue Normand was shot by Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies on Dec. 5. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.acquaaveda.com

hair
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massage

nails

make-up

 L.D.’s Jewelry
 and Watch Repair

7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
Tues. - Fri. 10 - 6 pm • Sat.  10 - 4 pm

ATM & credit cards accepted

Happy New Year! 
• Ring Sizing 
• Band Adjustments 
• Appraisals 
• Watch Batteries installed

– includes warranty. 

Portraits by the Sea
A holiday gift that 

lasts forever.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

Gift certifi cates available

$18
$82

*prices subject to change

$21*

$86*

GROOMING & NUTRITIONAL HEALTH CENTER

777761-WOOF (9663) • 7338 Cortez Road W. • Bradenton

All Natural•All Organic
and All Holistic
FEATURING
Solid Gold 
Wellness 
Innova 
Pinnacle 
Cal.Natural 

Avo 
Eagle 
Canidae
Frozen Raw 
Food

“Award 
Winning”  
Grooming
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Supplements 

Treats

Advantage 
& Frontline
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dant accepted a plea bargain agreement from the state 
attorney’s offi ce. The case against Acute Care owners 
Jeanne Ferguson and Nancy Wood, along with staff 
members Heidi Rickert and Cynthia May, was moved 
from a Dec. 3 court date to June 2, 2008, after defendant 
Andrea Suarez last month agreed to a plea bargain in 
which she will not serve any jail time. Former Acute 
Care staffers Stephanie Nichols and Carla Camacho 
previously accepted plea agreements. Ferguson, Wood, 
Rickert and May are accused of fi ling nearly $2.7 mil-
lion in bogus Medicaid claims with the state of Florida 
for the Anna Maria-based medical services company. 

Anna Maria duplex fi re accidental: A nighttime fi re 
in an Anna Maria duplex Nov. 16 was accidental, accord-
ing to deputy fi re marshal Kurt Lathrop. “It’s an accidental 
fi re,” Lathrop said, adding that debris from the fi replace 
fell into an oven vent that was connected to the fi replace. 
WMFR fi refi ghters, assisted by Longboat Key fi refi ghters 
and the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce and emergency 
medical personnel, responded to the fi re call.

City to appoint school resource offi cer: The city 
of Holmes Beach was moving at the end of the year 
to name a new resource offi cer to serve at Anna Maria 
Elementary School, 4700 Gulf Drive. Holmes Beach 
Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said he hopes to have a new 
school resource offi cer in place prior to the start of 
the spring semester. “This is the best news that I have 
heard in a long time,” said Tom Levengood, AME’s 

principal.
HBPD investigates killing; body found near 

beach: While hundreds started the December holiday 
season with merrymaking at Island events, a vacation-
ing family began the month with the discovery of a 
body in Holmes Beach. An autopsy performed Dec. 
2 indicated the victim, Carla Ann Beard, 29, of Sara-
sota, had died of blunt trauma to the head. In the 12th 
month of 2007, the Holmes Beach Police Department 
was investigating its fi rst homicide of the year. HBPD 
Chief Jay Romine was asking “that anyone with infor-
mation about the victim’s activities during the past 
week” contact the police department.

Man shoots Island businesswoman; police 
shoot suspect: Island businesswoman Sue Normand 
was in serious condition Dec. 5 after being shot at 
her business, Island Mail & More, in Holmes Beach. 
The suspect, Mark W. Koenigs, 54, of Bradenton 
Beach, also was in serious condition after being shot 
by police offi cers on the beach in Bradenton Beach. 
Koenigs allegedly walked into Island Mail & More 
in the shopping center in the 300 block of East Bay 
Drive, Holmes Beach, with a box under his arm. He 
placed the box on the counter and began talking with 
Normand. The suspect then removed a 9-mm handgun 
from the box and fi red the weapon at Normand, who 
was fl own to Bayfront Medical Center in St. Peters-
burg. After the shooting at in the shopping center, the 
suspect left, traveling south on foot. He encountered 
police on the beach and, according to reports, when 
he raised a gun at offi cers, they fi red back.

Year in review, 2007
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Beginning of the end for 
Bradenton Beach comp plan 

By Paul Roat
 It’s been long, tumultuous, often tiring and 
sometimes informative trail — or trial at times — 
but the end of the comprehensive planning path for 
Bradenton Beach is in sight.
 Work on revisions to the plan began in 2003. 
The draft document then went before the city’s 
planning and zoning board and now will go to the 
city commission at 6 p.m. Jan. 8. 
 Comprehensive plans were ordered by state 
offi cials in 1975, and later refi ned in 1985. The 
plans were designated to “be living documents 
capable of adjusting appropriately to address chang-
ing growth management issues confronting local 
communities over time,” according to University 
of Florida documents. 
 The comprehensive plan for Bradenton Beach 
was adopted in 1989. Its latest review began in Feb-
ruary 2004 with the formation of a seven-member 
committee that spent about two years going through 
the voluminous document.
 The committee’s recommended document then 
was sent to the planning and zoning board, which 
also spent countless hours devouring the text. Final 
say on the matter rests with the Florida Department 
of Community Affairs, which will either approve 
or reject the document.
 A comprehensive plan is one of the overall 
components of city or county government. Comp 
plans consist of the document itself, which sets 
forth density. As described by city consultant Tony 
Arrant, density is the total number of units that can 
be built on an acre of property.
 Also within the comp plan is the future land-use 
map of the city. 
 The enabling elements of the comp plan and 
the FLUM are the land-development codes.
 There are several elements of the city’s comp plan 
that probably will be of interest to city residents.
 The proposed comp plan calls for a reduction 
of density of allowed units within low-density resi-
dential zones of zero to nine units per acre, rather 
than the current zero to 10 per acre.
 For medium density areas, the proposal is zero 
to nine units per acre, rather than the current zero 
to 22, with the addition of “a minimum of 1,000 
square feet of living space per unit, on 18 duplex 
units per gross acre, with a minimum of 700 square 
feet per unit on 5,000 square-foot lots.”
 High density is described under the proposed 
plan as zero to nine units, down from the current 
zero to 22 units per acre. The exact language of this 

section of the comp plan reads:
 “Residential density of zero to nine units per 
gross acre for single-family detached with a mini-
mum of 1,000 square feet per unit or 18 duplex units 
per gross acre, with a minimum of 700 square feet 
per unit. Attached units, multi-family, residential/
seasonal are a minimum of three units or more with 
a minimum of 700 square feet per unit, with a den-
sity of zero to 18 units per gross acre, and residen-
tial/tourist, hotel/motel transient lodging units is a 
minimum of six units or more with a minimum of 
300 square feet per unit with a density of zero to 18 
residential units per gross acre.”
 For the “residential/offi ce/retail/transient lodg-
ing” section of the density issue, the proposed plan 
calls for an increase from the current zero-to-16 units 
per acre to a zero-to-18 units. 
 Another perhaps controversial matter is the sec-
tion of the comprehensive plan that creates a new 
“Bridge Street mixed-use commercial land-use cat-
egory.” 
 This district would extend “east of Gulf Drive to 
west of Church Avenue and west of Bay Drive South 
and inclusive of all lots from the north side of First 
Street North to the south side of Third Street South. 
This land-use category allows for up to three levels of 
usable fl oors. Commercial may be permitted on any or 
all of three levels of a structure at a maximum intensity 
of 90 percent lot coverage. Residential uses are only 
allowed on the second and third levels. All residential 
units must be a minimum of 700 square feet.”
 Then there is a matter that may be of interest to 
some: parking structures.
 The proposed comp plan states that “the following 
uses are not allowed” in commercial areas: “Stand-
alone or multi-level parking structures/facilities.” 
 The city has been wrestling with parking issues 
for the past six months and, although parking garages 
are not evident with the fi nal draft parking plan for 
Bradenton Beach, such structures have been a topic 
of some debate by the group. 
 As to the future land-use map of the city, a wide 
swath of the Gulffront properties of the city would 
be designated “conservation” areas, with a smatter-
ing of commercial, parks/recreation open space and 
high-density residential zones. The conservation area 
also extends from the Historic Bridge Street Pier along 
Anna Maria Sound southward to the bayfront section 
of Coquina Beach. 
 Copies of the comp plan and future land-use map 
are available at city hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., Braden-
ton Beach. 



12  JAN. 2, 2008  THE ISLANDER

3 LOCATIONS IN BRADENTON & ANNA MARIA

Assisted Living
Sunny Bower Bradenton

Marella House Bradenton
Our Island Home Anna Maria

(941) 219-2106• Family Owned 
& Operated

• Affordable Monthly Rental
• Full Range of Services

 Assisted Living Facility
 Nos. 5178, 9577,10140

www.anniesfamilyhomes.com

Quality Accommodations 
for Seniors

Don’t leave the Island without 
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us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 
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941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org
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32 Years Serving the Island LBK and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

NASA plant?
Construction continues on the big boat storage complex of the Bradenton Boat Club on the old C&C Marina 
land on the north side of Cortez Road in Cortez village, buildings that one longtime resident likened to “a 
space ship assembly building at Cape Kennedy.” According to plans, the massive buildings will have storage 
space for 330 boats in a total of 34,000 square feet under roof, along with 30 wet slips on the adjacent canal. 
Land access is off 123rd Street via Cortez Road. Manatee County approved the project after a hearing at which 
Cortezians expressed concern about the impact on the historic fi shing village. Islander Photo: Paul Roat

Court places 
Byrne into 
involuntary 
bankruptcy

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Just a few years ago, Robert Byrne was one of the 
leading real estate developers on Anna Maria Island. 
He and business partner Steve Noriega lived a “jet-set” 
lifestyle consistent with the booming Island real estate 
market of the early 2000s.
 By their own assessment, they were going to change 
the face of Island real estate, and in a strange twist of 
irony, they apparently accomplished their plan.
 But the mighty have taken a tumble of late.
 In July 2006, Byrne and Noriega placed their com-
pany, GSR Development LLC, into bankruptcy (see sepa-
rate story) and eventually gave up all claims to its alleged 
$30 million in assets. The bankruptcy left about $6 mil-
lion in unsecured claims from investors who backed 
Byrne and Noriega on nothing but their promises.
 Two week ago, Byrnes’ fi nancial diffi culties got a 
bit worse.
 Federal Judge K. Rodney May placed Byrne into 
Chapter 7 personal involuntary bankruptcy Dec. 14 fol-
lowing a motion by attorney Steve Berman, represent-
ing Islanders and unsecured GSR creditors Kent Davis, 
Mel and Carol Yudofsky and Patricia Hart. Collectively, 
the three parties have claims totaling about $1 million, 
all of which are reportedly backed by the personal guar-
antee of Byrne.
 According to federal court records available on-
line, Byrne has apparently agreed not to contest the 
motion for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. Byrne is repre-
sented by attorney Richard Lee in the involuntary 
petition.
 May said he would appoint a trustee in the case 
at a later date, and set the commencement hearing for 
8:30 a.m. Feb. 1, at the Timberlake Annex of the federal 
court at 501 E. Polk St. in Tampa. That hearing will 
include a meeting of the creditors and May will fi x the 
various deadlines in the case.
 Byrne at one time displayed a fi nancial statement 
claiming he had a net worth of $42 million.

… and court to hear 
motion to dismiss 
GSR proceeding

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Unsecured investors in the failed GSR Develop-
ment LLC bankruptcy proceedings may yet have their 
day in court.

 U.S. Federal Bankruptcy Court Judge K. Rodney 
May has scheduled a preliminary hearing Jan. 30 to 
consider a motion by attorney Cheryl Thompson, repre-
senting the unsecured creditors committee, to “approve 
compromise of controversy” of the adversarial proceed-
ings brought against some of the “targets” in the bank-
ruptcy. Thompson had earlier suggested to May that the 
adversarial proceedings against certain “targets” need 
not take place as scheduled because a compromise has 
been reached.
 The “targets” include GSR principals Robert Byrne 
and Steve Noriega. Originally, Thompson had asked for 
$30 million in the adversarial proceedings against the 
targets. The amount of the “compromise” settlement 
was not mentioned in the court documents.
 After Thompson in early December informed the 
court that a compromise had been reached, she said 
details of that agreement would be fi led with the court. 
As of Dec. 28, however, no particulars of the compro-
mise were public.
 Efforts by The Islander to reach Thompson for 
comment were unsuccessful.
 Unsecured creditors Kent Davis, Mel and Carol 
Yudofsky and Patricia Hart have retained their own 
attorney to view documents filed in the case, and 
have brought a motion asking that Byrne be placed 
into involuntary bankruptcy by the court (see separate 
story).
 The preliminary hearing on Thompson’s motion is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 30, at the federal 
courthouse in Tampa at 801 N. Florida Ave.

Carla Beard homicide 
investigation 
continues in 

Holmes Beach
 Holmes Beach police last week continued to look 
into the slaying of Carla Ann Beard, 29, of Sarasota.
 Beard’s body was found Dec. 1 on the beachfront 
of a house in Holmes Beach.
 Authorities, who are still awaiting medical results 
from the coroner’s offi ce, believe Beard was fatally 
beaten several days before the body was found.
 Several people responded to HBPD’s request for 
information about the Beard and her whereabouts in the 
days before her death. She had left a Sarasota facility 
for substance abuse on Nov. 26.
 “We’ve talked to people,” said HBPD Chief Jay 
Romine.
 But authorities still are urging anyone with infor-
mation about Beard’s death to call the Holmes Beach 
Police Department at 941-708-5800. Anonymous tips 
may also be made to Manatee County Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 866-634-8477 (TIPS) or at www.manatee-
crimestoppers.com/anonymoustips.html.
 Reward money totaling $6,000 has been offered 
for information leading to an arrest and conviction in 
the case, which is being handled by HBPD Sgt. Terri 
Davis.
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778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 

Holmes Beach Business Center, 
Holmes Beach

Turn to West Coast 
Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, 
customer satisfaction and 
Carrier systems that are second to none. 
• Family-owned and operated since 1972
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

Let’s just say that 
comfort is our thing.

Silvia’s Flower CornerSilvia’s Flower Corner
Fresh and unusual fl owers for any occasion

9809 Gulf Drive,  Anna Maria, located inside Ginny’s at the Old IGA

(941) 720-0424 • Delivery Available!

The wedding was beautiful...
the fl owers were

asss bbeeaaauuutttiiifffffffffuuulll.......
eeeeWOW!

Ph
ot

o 
by

 D
ar

a 
C

au
di

ll 
w

w
w

.is
la

nd
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y.
or

g

Call 778-7978

Advertise and reach more than 20,000 people 
weekly with your ad for as little as $20!

In the cards: Islanders game for bridge
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Larry Auerbach plays the hand dealt him — over 
and over again.
 The Bradenton resident is a professional bridge 
player, as well as a bridge instructor.
 Beginning Friday, Jan. 4, Auerbach will lead a 
series of bridge lessons at the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. The 
fee-based lessons will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. Fridays through Feb. 22. For details and 
registration, call 941-778-1908.
 Also, at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, the Anna Maria Island 
Contract Bridge Group begins playing at Roser Memo-
rial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. For 
more information about the Monday afternoon games, 
call organizer Bubba Stewart at 941-778-4362.
 The Island, agree organizers of both programs, has 
bridge fever.
 The contract bridge group has played at various 
locations over the years, including the Center, the Run-
away Bay Condo Clubhouse and the Episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation.
 Stewart of Anna Maria said the group recently 
decided to change its day and location to Mondays at 
Roser.
 The group is open to anyone interested in bridge, 

but players generally know the game.
 “We don’t give bridge lessons,” Stewart said. 
“But for people who do play, you get a well-rounded 
game.”
 The group plays six rounds consisting of four hands 
each, with a table change after each round.
 “Everybody plays with everybody,” said Stewart, 
adding that a session usually lasts about three hours. 
“It’s a pleasure afternoon, very social.”

 The earnings — $8 tops — might buy a winner a 
budget dinner, but Stewart stressed that the contract 
bridge group gathers for fun, not fi nancial gain.
 “It’s good brain exercise,” said Stewart. “There’s 
a lot of strategy involved.”
 Bill Gates and Warren Buffett, he noted, play 
bridge.
 Auerbach’s lessons might help prepare non-play-
ers for a debut at an AMICBG table. Auerbach began 
teaching bridge 28 years ago and playing “well before 
that.”
 He got hooked on the game while playing with 
relatives as a kid. He also played poker before play-
ing bridge professionally, which involves competing in 
events such as the Sarasota-Manatee Regional Bridge 
Tournament that will take place at the Manatee Civic 
Center Feb. 18-24.
 “Bridge tended to be more fun and it is a more 
social game. I found that bridge was where I was. And 
it’s becoming more and more popular.”
 Auerbach has taught previously at the Center. He 
said classes usually involve about a dozen people of 
varied skill levels.
 “The fi rst lesson, there’s a book we work with and 
we talk to get an idea of how to play but we start play-
ing as soon as we can,” Auerbach said. “We try to get 
playing quickly.”

… and AMI Bridge work start date still uncertain
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 Quinn Construction Co. of Palmetto was supposed 
to start preliminary work on the $9.6 million Anna 
Maria Island Bridge renovation project this week, but 
that was under its old contract with the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation.
 That contract also called for the bridge to be closed 
for 75 days starting the fi rst week of April, but Quinn 
and the DOT hammered out a verbal agreement that the 
bridge closure would take place starting in late Septem-
ber, and only for a 45-day period.
 But those negotiations also called for a new con-
tract, something that has yet to completed and signed.
 DOT spokesperson Audrey Clarke said the negotia-
tions are “still ongoing” and have been delayed by the 
holidays.
 She does not yet have a new start date, but expects 
an announcement in the near future, possibly this 
week.
 “We should have something soon,” she predicted.
 Without a new contract in place, it’s unlikely that 
Quinn would begin the fi rst phase of the project, DOT 

spokesperson Cindy Clemmons-Adente has said previ-
ously.
 The renovation project is only a stop-gap measure 
designed to keep the bridge operating within state-man-
dated safety limits until a new bridge can be constructed 
and operational.
 Efforts to build a new bridge in the mid-1990s 
failed due to legal diffi culties between the DOT and 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
along with opposition from a number of local environ-
mental groups
 Deborah West, DOT director of operations for the 
Bartow region, has indicated the renovation project will 
keep the bridge operational for another 15-20 years, 
while a new bridge will take a minimum of 7-10 years 
of planning and permitting before construction could 
begin.
 West has already set in motion the groundwork for 
the organization of the team that will prepare the feasi-
bility study for a new Anna Maria Island Bridge. At the 
earliest, construction of a new bridge could not begin 
before 2014, West has indicated.
 And that date is with a maximum effort by all 

agencies involved along with no funding glitches, 
no legal or administrative delays and no organized 
opposition.

Busted by their own net
 It brings up a whole new defi nition of running afoul 
of both the law and the water.
 Two men were approached by Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation offi cer at about 11 p.m. Dec. 27 
in Sarasota Bay near Tidy Island. 
 The men took off, according to FWC reports, and 
one man tried to dump what was later determined to 
be an illegal fi shing net overboard. However, the net 
became entangled in the boat’s propeller and their 
escape was thwarted. 
 The driver of the boat, Douglas M. Mara, 50, of 
Holmes Beach, and passenger Patrick D. Cogan, 26, 
of Bradenton, were arrested.
 Mara was charged with fleeing to elude a law 
enforcement vessel, possession of an unmarked net 
and obstruction. Cogan was charged with obstruction, 
possession of an unmarked net and littering.
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501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

FROM ALL 
OF US!OF US!

Gloria Dei church organ gets new console
Bob Camp-
bell of 
Bradenton 
works on the 
pipe organ 
at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran 
Church in 
Holmes 
Beach. 
Islander 
Photo: Cour-
tesy Gloria 
Dei

 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is updating its pipe 
organ with a historic key-desk or “console,” at which 
the organist plays the instrument.
 To showcase the organ, organist and choirmaster 
Carl Parks will perform a concert at 3 p.m. Jan. 27 at 
the church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The key-desk, built in 1942 by the M. P. Möller 
Organ Company, originally belonged to the only pipe 
organ that the company made during World War II. The 
desk retains its ivory keys and ornate oak cabinetry, but 
its technology has been updated with new drawknobs 
and, inside, a solid-state playing action
 In addition to the three manual keyboards, there is a 
standard pedalboard with 32 wooden keys. An electrical 
cable connects it to the pipe chamber on the west side 
of the church where the sound is produced. 
 “Our original Wicks console held up remarkably 
well, from the day it was fi rst installed when the church 
was built,” said Parks. “Unfortunately, after 45 years, 
the electrical contacts were beginning to break and the 
key springs were showing signs of metal fatigue. That 
would have required expensive repairs. Replacement 
was a better option.”
 The console arrived to Gloria Dei from St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in Butte, Mont. It became available last year, 
when that church updated its sanctuary and pipe organ. 
 Bob Campbell of Bradenton is installing the organ 
in the key-desk. Campbell was the region’s Möller rep-
resentative until the company went out of business in 
1992. He had previously served as a missile guidance systems technician in the U. S. Navy, which prepared 

him well for the sophisticated computer technologies 
used in the pipe organs that he now services. 
 “Gloria Dei is fortunate that a real pipe organ was 
installed when the church was built in 1962,” Parks 
said.  “The original installation actually cost less than 

what the church would have spent for an electronic 
substitute, and the sound is vastly superior.” 
 The old console, Parks added, “would make some-
body a wonderful roll-top desk” for a small donation.
 For more information, call the church at 941-778-
1813.

Quilters hold naming contest
 The Eyeland Needlers are holding a contest to name 
the quilt the group made for a raffl e during the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center’s Tour of Homes in 
March.
 For those interested in playing the naming game 
and seeking inspiration from the quilt’s design, it will 
be on display at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, through Jan. 12. The library is 
open Mondays through Saturdays.
 The Eyeland Needlers will announce the winner of 
the quilt-naming contest — and 50 raffl e tickets — on 
Jan. 15.
 For more information, call organizer Betsy Smith 
at 941-778-4117.

County to host ‘sneak peek’ 
at Robinson Preserve

Palma Sola residents will soon have a new neigh-
bor: the 400-plus acre Robinson Preserve operated by 
Manatee County.
 After three years of planning and planting, the work 
is nearly complete on the west Manatee preserve.
 Over the past year, the county has welcomed hun-
dreds of visitors seeking to sneak a peek at the not-yet-
open park.
 At 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, representatives with 
the county’s conservation lands management depart-
ment will conduct another free “sneak peek” tour.
 To register for the two-hour hike, call 941-748-
4501, ext. 4605.

Holiday 
jewels
Anna Maria 
Elemen-
tary School 
third-graders 
Kaitlynn 
McCall and 
Lexi Ramos 
get into 
the holiday 
spirit before 
winter break 
by making 
crafts such as 
the beaded 
necklaces 
they are wear-
ing. Islander 
Photo: Diana 
Bogan



THE ISLANDER  JAN. 2, 2008  15

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certified, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus
NORTHERN VISITORS WELCOME

WE GIVE ALLERGY SHOTS

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

5309 SR 64 E, Bradenton
1 mile West of I-75

Convenient to East County

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

ISLAND ACUPUNCTURE
STOP LIVING WITH PAIN!

TTTTTTricia Graziano, AP, DOM LOCATED ON THE ISLAND!! 773- 6134

Free Info Session:
How to Reverse the Signs of Aging

1pm • Thurs • Jan 8
at Island Chiropractic
Call to RSVP 773-6143

Specializing  in pain relief, 
digestive disorders and weight loss.

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am www.gloriadeilutheran.com

6608 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Saturday 5pm – Service of Celebration
Sunday 8:30 am – Adult Sunday School

9:30 am Youth Sunday School
9:30am – Worship Service 

Nursery available at 9:30am

608 a a66
Holmes BeacH

778-1817All are welcome

Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 7:30 & 10 am

Rector’s Class 8:45 am
Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)

Call for Holy Days

Mon-Sat 8am morning prayer

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

AME MeNU
Monday, Jan. 7

No school.
Tuesday, Jan. 8

Breakfast: Chicken Patty on a Biscuit, Cereal, Toast, 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit

Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs or Yogurt and Muffi n Plate, 
Green Beans, Potato Smiles, Pineapple Tidbits

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Breakfast:  “Jump Start” boxed selections, Super 

Donut, Toast, Cereal
Lunch: Popcorn Chicken, Assorted Salads and 

Sandwiches, Chips, Strawberry Cup
Thursday, Jan. 10

Breakfast: Sausage and Egg Patty on a Biscuit, Oat-
meal, Cereal, Fruit

Lunch: Nachos with Meat and Cheese or Chicken 
Nuggets, Mixed Vegetables, Grapes and Melon

Friday, Jan. 11
Breakfast: Pancake on a Stick, Cereal, Toast, Fruit
Lunch: Pizza or Shrimp Poppers, Steamed Corn, 

Garden Salad, Applesauce, Tangerines��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

Ronald Lee Baker
 Ronald Lee Baker, 70, of Bradenton, died Dec. 
27. 
 Formerly of Dayton, Ohio, Mr. Baker moved to 
Manatee County in 1999. He served in the U.S. Navy 
for 10 years. He was an active member of the Anna 
Maria Island Privateers, the Moose Lodge in Bradenton 
Beach and the Kirby Stewart American Legion Lodge 
No. 24, Bradenton. 
 Services were private. Covell Cremation and 
Funeral Center was in charge of arrangements.
 He is survived by wife Dorothy “Dee”; daughters 
Renee Kirkley and husband Patrick, and Tracie Weston 
and husband Dale; son Darren and wife Lisa; and grand-
children Danica Dean, Brandon Kirkley, Tanner Weston 
and Curren Weston.

Albert G. Blaser
 Albert G. Blaser, 93, of Holmes Beach, died Dec. 
27.
 Mr. Blaser moved to Holmes Beach from New 
London, N.H., in 2003.
 Services will be held at a later date. Brown and 
Sons Funeral Home, 43rd Street Chapel, Bradenton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

Obituaries

Click!
The Islander welcomes photographs and notices 

of the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anni-
versaries, travels and other events. Please send notices 
and photographs with detailed captions — along with 
complete contact information — to news@islander.org 
or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.

Island churches celebrate Christmas
The Sunday school class at the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation in Holmes Beach sings a carol during the 
church’s Christmas eve service. Islander Photos: Nancy Ambrose

Grenadene Harder and Mary Marz carol during the 
Christmas eve service at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
in Holmes Beach.

The Rev. Rosemary Backer of Gloria Dei readies 
boxes of goody bags for delivery to Our Daily Bread. 
The bags contained toiletries, candy and socks.

The altar 
at St. 
Bernard 
Catholic 
Church in 
Holmes 
Beach is 
decorated 
for Christ-
mas.
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Ringing in 2008 with resolve on Island

Did you know?
 The U.S. Census Bureau estimated that 
the nation’s population on Jan. 1 would reach 
303,146,284, up .9 percent from New Year’s Day 
2007. In January, the Census Bureau predicted 
that a birth would be registered in the United 
States every eight seconds and a death every 11 
seconds.

Islander Staff Report
 Islanders’ resolutions for 2008 come in shades of 
green, with environmental concerns ranking high for 
the new year. 
 “It’s time for change, anybody should be able to see 
that,” said Anna Maria resident Claire Runyon. “The 
north polar ice cap fell this year. So yeah, that’s my 
resolution — to be a better steward of this Earth.”
 “I think I learned in this last year that the best thing 
I can do is live a more eco-friendly lifestyle — a little 
less air conditioning and a lot more walking is my reso-
lution,” said Henry McBride of Holmes Beach.
 “The most important reason our visitors come here 
and our residents decided to live here is the beauti-
ful environment,” said Suzi Fox, executive director 
of Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, the local group 
that monitors sea turtle nesting during the summer, as 
well as educates the public on turtle-friendly practices. 
Fox resolved to intensify AMITW’s public education 
effort.
 “I hope that we learn to respect our world,” said 
Holmes Beach resident and code enforcement board 
member Barbara Hines.
 Others surveyed by The Islander last week offered 
similar resolutions, straying from the top U.S. resolu-
tion for 2008 — to spend less or save more.
 A national survey of 15,000 citizens found that the 
No. 2 resolution is losing weight, followed by develop-
ing healthier habits, getting organized, developing a 
new skill, spending more time with family and friends, 
working less, and changing jobs.
 The survey, conducted for the productivity com-
pany FranklinCovey, also found that about 35 percent 
of people break their resolutions by the end of January 
and more than 75 percent break them at some point 
during the year.
 In addition to concerns for the environment, The 
Islander’s survey collected varied resolutions set-
ting personal goals, as well as goals for the Island, its 
municipalities and its organizations.
 Bradenton resident Martha DiPalma, who helps 
promote the Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and 
Orchestra, expressed a commonly shared resolution. “I 
resolve to be a thinner me,” she said.
 Barry Brooks, a shift commander with West Mana-
tee Fire Rescue, vowed “to continue to be more health 
conscious throughout the entire year.”
 He and colleague Brett Pollock, WMFR deputy 
chief, shared a wish — for a new bridge to the Island. 
Brooks asked for a “nice, functional bridge” and Pol-
lock wished for a commitment to build a new bridge.
 Rhea Chiles, former fi rst lady of Florida and owner 
of the Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria, vowed 
to live “in the moment.”
 She hoped that in the new year people “continue to 
love and care for” Anna Maria Island.
 Chiles’ son, restaurant owner and developer Ed 
Chiles, vowed to personally “slow down a bit and focus 
on the important things in life.”
 He also vowed to press on with his campaign to 
preserve the character of “Old Florida” on Pine Avenue 
in Anna Maria. The project involves improvements on 
Pine Avenue to create a boutique shopping and residen-
tial district.
 Holmes Beach resident and Manatee County Com-
missioner Carol Whitmore said she hoped that in 2008 
“we look out for the less fortunate and we all help one 
another, like islanders do.”
 Whitmore and other government offi cials said they 
planned to ring in the new year with new resolve to 
improve services but with continued caution about bud-
gets and spending.
 “I just hope we have enough money to keep pro-
viding the services that citizens want after this next 
legislative session,” Whitmore said, sharing the new 
year’s wish of many elected offi cials.
 In Holmes Beach, Mayor Rich Bohnenberger ticked 
off a list of goals for the city in 2008: to move forward 
with the Grassy Point conservation project, continue 
with dredging and storm water improvement projects, 
create more dock spaces, clear state hurdles to expand 
golf cart usage and establish more linear parks.
 Pushing ahead with Grassy Point, located south of 
Anna Maria Island Bridge and east of East Bay Drive, 
topped the mayor’s list for the new year.
 “It’s waiting fi nal approval,” he said. “The only 
diffi culty I see on the horizon might be funding.”

 Holmes Beach commissioners, like the mayor, want 
to see action at Grassy Point, as well as more green 
space created and preserved in the city.

Anna Maria wish list
 Mayor Fran Barford wants to move the city’s com-
prehensive plan through the state system to completion 
so that it “becomes a fond memory.”
 She’d also like to have the AMI Bridge shut down 
for less than 45 days, have enough 2008 revenues to 
effectively run the city, a mild hurricane season, a July 
4 free of fi reworks-related injuries and a great season 
for grouper and blue crab fi shing.
 As commission chairman and vice-mayor, John 
Quam has an extensive list of New Year’s resolutions 
and wishes.
 Foremost is for the Florida Legislature to initiate a 
viable tax reform plan.
 Quam would also like to see the city amend the 
comprehensive plan to require that any changes to the 
future land-use map require a super-majority vote of the 
commission. Additionally, the vice-mayor would like 
the commission to review and adopt land development 
regulations to coincide with the comp plan.
 The city also needs to adopt a stormwater utility 
fee and approve the scope of Phase II of the stormwater 
drainage master plan to fi t the city’s fi nancial situa-
tion.
 Quam concluded his wish list by calling for a 
review of the city charter and with the hope that “the 
unique character of our city is maintained.”
 City Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick has a New 
Year’s resolution to “take time to walk on the beach 
more and think about how lucky I am to have found 
such a wonderful place to live.”
 That aside, she wishes that “more of our residents 
would attend commission meetings on a regular basis,” 
and provide “input, whether pro or con” to help the 
commission make a decision.
 Commissioner Dale Woodland’s New Year’s wish 
list is for the city to have friendly, effi cient and effec-
tive fi scal responsibility and for the city to become 
“pro-active” with protecting its environment. He’s also 
“looking forward to the challenges” of the Pine Avenue 
restoration project to be “in sync” with the goals of the 
city.
 Businessman Kent Davis, the former owner of the 
Siam Garden Resort on Spring Avenue, said his wish 
for Anna Maria Island is that it “doesn’t change” every 
year.

 “Anna Maria Island is still a relaxed, friendly, 
unpretentious paradise that makes it unique in Florida, 
and the world. Sadly, taxes and insurance have taken 
‘economical’ off my list. So, my resolution for 2008 is 
to always remind myself of the simple things that make 
this island so special.”

Bradenton Beach wishes
 Bradenton Beach offi cials, business owners and 
residents offered some thoughts and hopes for 2008 in 
their city.
 “I want to see the completion of the lighting and the 
renewal of Bridge Street,” said Mayor Michael Pierce. 
“It will make our city a little more shiny and walk-
able.” 
 He said that safety is always an issue, and making 
Bradenton Beach safe for bikers and walkers was a goal 
for him. 
 “I want our city to be a happy place for our neigh-
bors to get together,” Pierce said, “just like in the old 
days.”
 Commissioner Janie Robertson was a bit more prag-
matic. “Just like last year,” she said, “I want the city’s 
comprehensive plant to be satisfactory to the residents 
and to be adopted. I hope it goes through smoothly and 
quickly.” 
 Police Chief Sam Speciale echoed Mayor Pierce’s 
comments on safety, especially in light of the 2007 
Easter shootings at Coquina Beach and the arrest of a 
man who allegedly shot a store owner in Holmes Beach 
and was later shot by sheriff’s deputies on the beach in 
Bradenton Beach Dec. 5. 
 “I’d like a nice, quiet Easter this year,” Speciale 
said, “not like in 2007.”
 The city’s project/program manager, Lisa Marie 
Phillips, had a more Islandwide wish for 2008. “I’d like 
for all three Island cities to form one stormwater plan,” 
she said. “No matter how stringent we can be, someone 
is always running in place. Water doesn’t know any 
borders.”
 Barbara Rodocker is the owner of the BridgeWalk 
and Silver Surf resorts in the city, as well as serving as 
chair of the city’s WAVES committee and as a member 
of the Manatee County Tourist Development Council. 
Her thoughts for the new year were businesslike and 
personal.
 “Regarding tourism,” she said, “I’d like people to 
get realistic with taxes and management of tax dol-
lars. For Bradenton Beach, I’d like to see it continue 
in a good neighborly neighborhood. I’m happy to see 
the city’s redevelopment, and people mostly in one 
accord.”
 David Teitelbaum, developer of Old Bridge Vil-
lage, Tradewinds Resort and Tortuga Inn in Bradenton 
Beach, and also a member of the WAVES committee 
and the county’s tourist development council, said he 
hoped to see an increase in tourism and a decrease in 
taxes, plus a stabilization of insurance. For Bradenton 
Beach, “I want to see it continue its success.”

PLEASE SEE ISLAND WISHES, NEXT PAGE
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ooh la 
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JAZZ IT UP!JAZZ IT UP!
Jazz vocalist Diane Linscott, entertains in the “Red 

Room” New Year’s Eve! … and throughout January 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights. Enjoy 

the music with wine at the bar, appetizers or dinner, 
including beef Wellington, garlic-crusted lobster tails, 

bouillabaisse (to die for) and much more.  

Continental 
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER
SARASOTA

ORIGINALS

DINNER nightly from 5.
 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
JAZZ Diane Linscott Monday/Friday 6-9

Bob Santi Saturdays 6-9

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O 

Cafe Beachon
the

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

Every Day - $5.95 
All-you-can-eat 

pancakes and sausage

Beer 
Specials

Too!

Try us anytime for food and fun on the beach!

Tuesdays 4-8 pm
Sunset Dinner Specials

Wednesdays 4-8 pm
Taco and Fajita Buffet  $7.95

Fridays 2-8 pm
Fish Fry All-you-can-eat  

$8.95

Great food!

Great prices!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley
Tues. - Mark Cravens

Wed. - Larry Rich
Thurs. and Sat. - Rick Boyd
Fri. and Sun. - Tom Mobley

Join us for our traditional New 
Year's Day Dinner,  Noon-5pm
featuring Pork and Sauerkraut with 
Homemade Potato Pancakes  

FULL MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

It’s the 
New Year 
Baby!

ooodddddd an  funandd ffun on the beach!udddddd e eaca tn h b h!nnfunffnnnn aa ooo the bea d fun on the bdd !e beoooddddddd andd ffun on the beach!

Entertainment Nightly 
4-8 pm

Mon. - Karen Greenley

ut wiwiwiwiwiththtt

E $8.95

House of Pizza
Buffet SpecialPIZZA BUFFET

941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W. • Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm
$5.39 Lunch • $6.69 Dinner

Island wishes for 2008
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Cortez wishes for 2008
 In Cortez, many expressed high hopes that the 
Florida Maritime Museum will expand to the water-
front in one of the marina properties that may be avail-
able. 
 Allen Garner, president of the core Cortez orga-
nization Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage, said, 
“What we need is an angel, a person or an organiza-
tion to help us do fi nancially what we feel needs to be 
done.” 
 He would like to develop a waterfront compo-
nent of the museum in the Cortez Cove Marina and 
Boatworks, which soon may go on the market; or the 
Seafood Shack restaurant across the village which 
FISH had expressed interest in acquiring in the past; 
or the waterfront operations of the Cortez Trailer Park, 
whose purchase by park residents is being negoti-
ated. 
 Garner also wants restoration of the 1890s Burton 
Store building to be completed on the museum grounds 
at the restored 1912-built schoolhouse, and work to 
proceed on the 95-acre FISH Preserve adjacent to the 
museum so it can be opened to the public as a nature 
preserve. 
 Thomas “Blue” Fulford, lifelong Cortezian, would 
like to “get rid of those big tin buildings” being built by 
the Bradenton Boat Club as a 330-boat storage facility 
so “we can make it Cortez again.” 
 He wants to see all the restoration and develop-
ment work on the museum completed, and he defi -
nitely wants the Cortez Cove Marina “to stay where 
and what it is, not turned over to some commercial 
developer.”
 Linda Molto, a Cortez-based artist, would love for 
the state to remove the paver brick laid down when 
Cortez Road was rebuilt a year or so ago, but now an 
annoying noisemaker. 
 She also wants the old store building refurbished 
so it can become the “family life” component of the 
maritime museum, and would love to see the museum 
expanded. 

New year brings new opportunity
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Islander Kevin Hewson has taken his vow for the 
new year — to spend more time relaxing.
 Islander Anna Mae Rice has taken her vow for 2008 
— to read a book a month.
 And Islander Helen Thackery has taken her vow 
— to shed some unwanted weight around her home 
and on her body. “My resolution is I want to lighten 
my load, so to speak,” Thackery said last Wednesday, 
as she browsed the book shelves at the Island Branch 
Library in Holmes Beach.
 Island nonprofi t groups and businesses are prepped 
as 2008 begins to cater to those resolving to change 
lives and lifestyles.
 For those seeking a mellower year, yoga instructor 
Joan Dickinson will conduct a free introductory class 
in meditation and yoga at 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 3, at 
Island Yoga Space, 9805 Gulf Drive, second fl oor, Anna 
Maria.
 Also, the Friends of the Island Library will host 

Melissa Steartz of the Blissful Garden Day Spa at the 
library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Steartz’ 
free talk and demonstration on massage therapy will 
take place at 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14.
 For those seeking to battle back the signs of aging, 
Tricia Graziano will conduct a free demonstration on 
“natural anti-aging methods” at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
8, at Island Chiropractic Center, 3612 E. Bay Drive, 
Holmes Beach.
 For those seeking to trim and tone their bodies, 
the Anna Maria Island Community Center will offer a 
variety of fi tness classes beginning this month.
 Meanwhile, for those seeking to improve their skills 
on the water, the Anna Maria Island Power Squadron 
will hold a two-session Boat Smart class this month. 
The sessions will take place at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
12, and Saturday, Jan. 19, at 1200 71st St. N.W., Bra-
denton. The group also will present several seminars, 
one on knots at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, one on GPS at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31, and two on charts — 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 7, and Thursday, Jan. 17.
 And, for those seeking to channel their creative 
energy, the new year also brings a new lineup of classes 
at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach. The winter/spring schedule, 
which begins Monday, Jan. 7, includes adult classes in 
acrylic painting, basic drawing, stained glass, basket 
weaving, pottery, oil painting and watercolors. Chil-
dren’s classes include clayworks, arts and crafts, draw-
ing and painting and black-and-white photography.

All Fur Luv hits the road
Juli Monti has opened All Fur Luv Mobile Dog 
Grooming to cater to Islanders’ pet needs. Services 
include at-home grooming using all-natural products. 
Monti has more than 16 years of experience in the 
business. For more information, call All Fur Luv at 
941-896-5633. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Longboat center to host 
fi shing lessons

 The Longboat Key Education Center will host a 
saltwater fi shing course at 3 p.m. Thursdays from Jan. 
10 through Feb. 28.
 Captain Ric Ehlis, a local fi shing guide, will teach 
the course, which will focus on “tried and true” tech-
niques, as well as the latest in equipment.
 For more information, call 941-383-8811 or go to 
www.lbkeducationcenter.org.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

TheBag Lady Just ask 
for me - 

I’ll be the bag 
behind

the counter!

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
761-0607 

722-9916

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 
We have all the famous 
designer names!

6441 US Hwy. 19 • Terra Ceia 
Just south of the Skyway Bridge 

Buying and selling Quality Antiques and Collectibles
10am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. 729-9500

We buy antiques!
1002 Manatee Ave. E. Bradenton • 750-0707

10 am- 4pm Tues - Sat
Located in the Historic East Antiques 
District- park and walk to area stores!

Outdoor Antique Market
8am-2pm • Sun • Jan 13

Holiday Open House 
4 - 7pm • Friday • Dec. 7

20% off red & green items!
• Collectibles • Buy & Sell

• Vintage Clothing • Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 
817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District!

RRetro etro RRosieosie
Vintage clothes for all occasions!VVVVVVVintage clothes for all occasions!

RRRRRRRetro style from head to toe!

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Vintage Clothes 

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Buy & Sell

∫∫∫∫∫∫∫ Dealer Friendly 

Wed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment WWWWWWWed.-Sat. 10-4 or by appointment 

888888817 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton, 708-0913 

Located in the Historic East Antiques District – park and shop!

 

Vintage Cott age Style

 
 

 

Visit soon, Visit often! 

905 Leffi ngwell Ave. • Ellenton 

Wed.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5 

Mon. & Tues. by chance or appt. 

723-6563

Step back in time, recall the

days of old and enjoy the

spirit of simpler times!

Antiques and Collectibles

Tea Time - The Backroom & Garden Now Serving!
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65 Dealers • 9,100 sq.ft. 
Howards Refi nishing Products 

Gift Certifi cates 
1250 10th St. E. • US Hwy 301 • Palmetto, FL 

3 miles west of I-75, exit 224 • 722-5255
10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.

Magnolia 
Antique Mall 

NEW 

ARRIVALS 

DAILY

sale40% off
VARIOUS GIFTS 
AND DOLLS!40% off

50% off ALL CLOTHING! 
ACCESSORIES!
VARIOUS GIFTS!

Women’s! 

Men’s! 

Children’s!

3 days only   Tues,  Wed, Thurs  May 8, 9, 10 

GET-ACQUAINTED

You’ll be 

tickled pink at 

our selection!

*FREE WITH $10 PURCHASE $1 OFF FISH AND CHIPS

4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442 • At the Manatee Public Beach

BEACH SHOPT
H
E

 INVITES YOU TO COME IN AND CHECK OUT 
                       OUR GREAT SELECTION OF 
                   FASHIONS AND GIFTS!

YOU’LL BE TICKLED YOU’LL BE TICKLED 
PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!PINK AT ALL WE HAVE!

Fashions from 
Cruisewear to Beachwear

plus jewelry, hats, shoes, purses
and Great Gifts for everyone!

Tiki and Kitty Tiki and Kitty 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques 

and Chic Boutiques!and Chic Boutiques!

• Jan. 5-6: Monthly Art and Craft Fair at the 
Longboat Key Market, 8am-4pm both days. 
Whitney Beach Plaza, Longboat Key.
• Jan. 12:  AMI Privateers Thieves Market.
Trash, treasure, antiques, collectibles, 
crafts at Coquina Beach.

• Jan. 13:  East Antique District’s Antique 
Market sponsored by Braden River 
Antiques, Retro Rosie and Cobweb’s 
Antiques. 1002 Manatee Ave. E., 
Bradenton

Monthly Art and Craft Fair at the 
Key Market, 8am-4pm both days. 

• Jan. 13:  East Antique District’s Antique 
Market sponsored by Braden River

Shopper’s CalenderShopper’s Calender

Community Thrift ShopCommunity Thrift Shop  

is a mainstay of shoppers and collectors in Manatee County. The store 
benefi ts St. Stephens Episcopal School and is primarily run by volun-
teers, and professionally managed by Martha Monoseit.
 Accepting donations and consignments, Community Thrift Shop has 
a wide variety of merchandise that changes frequently. 
 Antiques and collectibles, jewelry, dishes, business clothes and toys 
are just a sample of what you may fi nd in the store on any given day. 
Vintage or brand new — the emphasis is always on quality. 
 As the new year starts you may be thinking of cleaning out your 
closets — if so, contact the Community Thrift Shop about donating or 
consigning your items. Or, if the new year has you itching to redeco-
rate or try some different fashions – check out the Community Thrift 
Shop, it truly has something for everyone. 

Norma Lienhard featured 
at Island Gallery West

 The work of oil painter Norma Lienhard is featured 
this month at the Island Gallery West artist coopera-
tive.
 The gallery, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, is 
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays.
 Lienhard began her art career with a summer schol-
arship to the Art Institute of Chicago, where she studied 
oil painting. She later studied in art classes in Chicago-
land, as well as attended workshops in Door County, 
Wis., and Santa Fe, N.M.
 Now living on Florida’s Gulf coast with her hus-
band, Jim, Lienhard spends a lot of time taking inspira-
tion from the beach.
 Also at the gallery, a free demonstration by artist Bar-
bara Orear will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 5.
 For more information, call the gallery at 941-778-
6648.

Norma 
Lienhard 
is this 
month’s 
featured 
artist at 
Island 
Gallery 
West, 
5368 Gulf 
Drive, 
Holmes 
Beach.
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East Antique District -  Park and Shop!

SIMPLY PUT ARTISAN GALLERY

Piece of the Week:

  Art & 
Antiques

11904 Cortez Rd. West  • Cortez 
10-6 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun. • 795-4788 • Simplyputhomefurnishings.com

Simply PutSimply Put
• Customized and      
   rejuvenated furniture
• Unique gifts  
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques 
• Collectibles 

Artisan Artisan 

GalleryGallery

Rusty Crickett’s 
and Crickett’s Closet

RRRRR
a

ssss 
t

615 15th St. • Downtown 
Bradenton • 745-3131
Monday-Sat. 10-5-ish

Unique Gifts • Cottage Furniture
Coastal Treasures • Stylish Clothes

SEA GLASS CREATIONS  ART 
BOOKS  FURNITURE LINENS

OLD AND NEW STUFF  
MORE THAN 20 DEALERS

Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd.  778-9396

������ �� 	
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9:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. and 10-5 Sat.

12304 Cortez Rd. W. • 941-795-5756
Two blocks east of the Cortez Bridge

   Experience . . .    Experience . . . 

The Sea Hagg The Sea Hagg 
� NauticalsNauticals
� AntiquesAntiques
� CuriositiesCuriosities

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

50% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE* 

IT’S OUR BIGGEST AND BEST SELECTION EVER!UURR R R R R BIBIBIBIBBB GGGGGGGGGGGGGGESESTT T T T T T ANANANANANANDDDDDD D D BEBEBEBBBB STSTSTSTSTSTS S SELELECECCCTITITT ON EVER!
• Florida and traditional ornaments
• Nutcrackers by Steinbach and Ulbricht 
• Huge variety of Santas and angels

CASUAL TO DRESSY FASHIONS:

French Dressing Jeanswear • Cactus 
shirts • Purses • Sandals • Accessories 
Swimwear • Casual holiday fashions

DRESSY FASHIONS:

ing Jeanswear • Cactus

GREAT GIFTS:
• San Francisco music boxes
• Nightlights and candles
• Fairies and dolls 
• potpourri and more!

LOTS OF FASHIONS
UP TO 70% OFF!

*SALE EXCLUDES DECEMBER DIAMONDS

������ �� 	
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5 OUT OF 4 PEOPLE 
SHOP AT GINNY’S

Ginny’s and Jane E’s at the old IGA

9807 Gulf Drive• Anna Maria
Opens at 7am Tuesday-Saturday and 8am on Sunday

Hi,  I’m Ginny!
Visit me for the 
best in home 
furnishings 
and accessories 
with a funky, 
swanky fl air!

Ginny’s  778-3170  •  Jane E’s  778-7370

Hi, I’m Jane E.  Visit 
my Bakery,  Internet 
Cafe and Smoothie Bar 
for something yummy 
in your tummy!

Tiki and Kitty’s 
Adventures in Antiques, Art-tiques 

and Chic Boutiques!

Community
Thrift Shop

Bradenton’s Original 
Thrift and Consignment Shop

Mon-Fri  10-4,   Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W.,  Bradenton

      Large selection of
Home Decor, Furniture

        Collectibles, 
Fine Jewelry, Clothes 
 for the whole family, 
     Books and more!

Accepting quality 
consignments.
Call 792-2253

In a Nutshell: In a Nutshell: 
Community Thrift Shop 
Returning from the holidays Jan. 3

Mon-Fri 10-4 • Sat 10-2 
5704 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 

792-2253792-2253

1250 10th St. E. • Hwy 301 N.
Palmetto, FL 
941-729-5282 

10-5 Mon.-Sat. • 12-5 Sun.  

Antique Mall 
     miline’s     miline’sE     E     

9,000 ft. Air Conditioned 
Showroom 

We buy and sell estates

Tiki and Kitty pose here with some of the dedicated 
and fun volunteers who help keep the Community 
Thrift Store running smoothly. The store proceeds 
benefi t St. Stephens Episcopal School. 

Meow! Kitty meets her match with this fi ne-and-fancy 
leopard artwork. Community Thrift has a large selec-
tion of artwork and accent pieces. 

Kitty falls in love with an art-glass vase. “It’s beauti-
ful,” she purrs, “and I can’t leave the store without it.” 

Tiki fi nds a stylish sofa on which to “hold court.” 
Community Thrift Shop is loaded with unique fi nds, 
from jewelry to stately settees.

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 No reports.

Bradenton Beach
 No reports.

Holmes Beach
 Dec. 23, 200 block Gulf Drive, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took the emblem off her Mercedes 
Benz vehicle. Damage was estimated at $100.
 Dec. 23, 3901 Gulf Drive, Skinny’s Place, theft of 
vehicle. The complainant said he left his pickup truck 
parked overnight at the restaurant. The next morning, 
Longboat Key police called him and said his truck had 
apparently been stolen and had been found on Longboat 
Key. He recovered the vehicle, which was undamaged.

Streetlife On holiday
Ellie Leibe, left, 
and siblings 
Jacob and Shelby 
Barker play a 
game of speed 
ball during the 
Anna Maria 
Island Commu-
nity Center’s hol-
iday camp Dec. 
26. The fee-based 
camp continues 
through Jan. 4, 
culminating with 
a fi eld trip that 
day to Chuck 
E. Cheese’s. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff
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FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.

No ‘fl y-boy’ glamour in 
tree-top bombing of Korea

 West Bradenton resident George Staudt was facing 
a decision as he neared graduation from his Milwaukee 
high school in January 1952.
 “The draft was on everyone’s mind, as was the 
Korean War,” remembered George.
 “A lot of my friends had already joined the service 
rather than be drafted. I fi gured I wanted to have a 
choice, so I decided to join the Air Force.”
 The newly created service appeared to be a better 
bargain than slogging through the mud in the infantry, 
and in April 1952, George, 18, joined the fl yboys in 
blue.
 George’s mom took the news badly. There was a 
war on, even if it didn’t get much coverage in the local 
papers. Young men were going to Korea and fi ghting 
and dying, just as they had done during World War II.
 At 18, however, young men don’t often think about 
going off to war and not coming back and George was 
no exception. He would soon learn that duty in the U.S. 
Air Force in Korea had its own set of perils much apart 
from the mud-slogging infantry.
 During his basic training, George was tested for 
duty best suited to his talents. The Air Force gave him 
a choice of mechanics school, offi ce equipment/tele-
phone center servicing or clerical.
 None of the choices seemed suited to George’s 
sense of adventure and the administrative staff told him 
he would probably go to clerical school. That prospect 
changed one day during his seventh week of training, 
when a major and two sergeants came around asking 
for volunteers for gunnery school.
 “Now the fi rst thing you learn in the service is, 
‘don’t volunteer for anything,’” chuckled George. “But 
this sounded like a lot more adventure than clerical 

West Bradenton resident George Staudt as a U.S. Air Force gunner during the Korean War.

school.”
 George was told that there were a lot of openings 
for gunners in Korea and that promotions and higher 
pay were part of the package. George and two of his 
friends took the bait and passed the gunnery test.
 “They were up front with us,” remembered George. 
“They said we would train to be a gunner on a B-26 
Douglas Invader bomber,” which was a twin-engine, 
light bomber with a crew of three that could reach 
speeds of up to 375 mph.
 His initial gunnery school was in Colorado, where 
he trained on the .30 caliber machine gun. Following 
that training, George was selected for advanced gun-
nery school in Virginia, where he trained on the .50 
caliber machine gun, the workhorse defensive weapon 
of WWII bombers such as the B-17 and B-24.

 Sent to Long Beach, Calif., George learned what 
type of missions he would be on in Korea from USAF 
vets just returning from the confl ict.
 George was assigned to a B-26 that fl ew to Hawaii, 
then to Okinawa, and fi nally Japan, in preparation for 
entering the Korean War. George assumed that he would 
be part of a “permanent” crew, but the two offi cers he 
fl ew to Japan with were assigned elsewhere in Korea.
 In December 1952, George got sent to Pusan Air 
Force Base and the 17th Bomb Wing, 37th Bomb 
Squadron of the 5th U.S. Air Force as a “replacement” 
gunner, which meant he could be assigned to any crew, 
any plane and any mission.
 “I didn’t like that because I wanted to have my 
own crew, my own plane with regular bombing routes. 

PLEASE SEE FORGOTTEN, NEXT PAGE
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Today, 
George 
Staudt 
enjoys life 
in Braden-
ton and 
stays active 
in the 
American 
Legion. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Rick Catlin

Forgotten Generation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

It was just unsettling to be with different crews and 
planes,” he said.
 In addition, George learned that all the missions 
would be at night. While the B-26 could fl y at near 
400 mph, it was ideal as a low-level precision bomber 
because it could fl y fairly slow and steady at tree-top 
level for bombing runs, and low-level bombing mis-
sions were what the Air Force brass wanted from the 
B-26s in Korea.
 The front lines in Korea by this time were fairly 
stable, centered roughly along the 38th parallel line. 
The Chinese communists realized they couldn’t push 
the United Nations forces out of Korea, while the U.N. 
troops were content to maintain the present Main Line 
of Resistance.
 Except for the jet fi ghters.
 Those were the glamour boys of the Air Force, the 
guys who made the best “copy” for all the war sto-
ries going back to the states. “Mig Alley” was over the 
western part of North Korea, where daily the jet jockeys 
in their F-86 Sabrejets would do battle with the best 
Mig pilots that the ChiComs and the Soviets, backed 
by Joseph Stalin, could provide.
 “That’s where the daytime raids took place. We 
were on the east coast doing night bombing in propeller 
planes, not jets. The press could have cared less about 
what we did,” recalled George.
 And the B-26 bombing missions were not the mas-
sive raids of 300 or 400 bombers seen in WWII. The 
B-26s would head out in groups of 10 or 12 with pre-
determined targets, although every pilot had “targets of 
opportunity.”
 Those “targets” included supply trains and convoys 
that the ChiComs would put together every night to 
reinforce their lines to the south.
 It was a “cat and mouse” game, with the B-26 
fl ying slowly at tree-top level, looking for any hint of 
light that would give away a train or truck convoy.
 Flying at low altitude works great over a fl at plain of 
land or in broad daylight, but these were night missions. 
And those B-26s didn’t have the sophisticated radar 
gear of today that could warn a pilot of an approaching 
mountain.
 And Korea was a mountain country. On more than 
one mission, a B-26 would fail to return, either brought 
down by enemy anti-aircraft fi re or a navigational error 
that took the plane into the side of a mountain.
 After 10 missions as a replacement gunner, George 
fi nally got assigned to a permanent crew and a pilot who 
“knew what he was doing,” said a grateful George.
 The ChiComs would not let the B-26s fl y unmo-
lested into their territory.
 One favorite trick was to string steel cable between 
trees on the fl oor of a valley, then turn on a light to 
attract an unsuspecting B-26 pilot, who would fly 
straight into the cable.
 “It was very dangerous to fl y low in the mountains 
at night, but we did it,” said George.
 The missions were so dangerous that some pilots 
took to dropping their bombs at 5,000 feet, rather than 
fl ying a few hundred feet off the ground to blow up a 
convoy or train. Those were the “pussycat” pilots, while 
those who fl ew in at a few hundred feet of altitude for 
their mission were called “tigers.”
 George’s job as gunner put him in a turret with twin 
.50 caliber machine guns near the plane’s midsection. 
He fi red on convoys, trains and anti-aircraft emplace-
ments.
 On one particular mission, George and his crew 
flew near the eastern edge of the Korean/Chinese 
border, with the Soviet Union off to the right.

 “We could see the lights of Vladivostok that night, 
that’s how close we were.”
 The crew fl ew every third or fourth night. It took 
50 combat missions to complete a tour of duty. With 
little to do at Pusan between missions, George had too 
much time on his hand and became somewhat fatalistic 
about his immediate future.
 “It was a dangerous job. Some guys really enjoyed 
shooting up the Chinese, but not me. I did my duty, but 
I always thought about who or what I had just blown 
up, or who had just shot at us and missed.
 “Back at the base, we had to ‘wind down’ from a 
mission. Sometimes, you would think that you would 
never make it for 50 missions, but I learned to trust my 
pilot. He knew what he was doing.”
 As George’s tally of missions grew, he began to 
devour the “scuttlebutt” news about the peace talks at 
Pamwunjon. 
 “We got very little hard news about what was hap-
pening,” George remembered. Back in Wisconsin, 
people knew very little about the war, although the 
exploits of the fi ghter pilots made good reading.
 “But it really was the forgotten war. I was just a 
young guy at that time, but I knew why we were there. 
This was really Stalin’s attack against the West. We 
were told that we couldn’t allow the ChiComs to over-
run the Korean Peninsula, but at the same time, we 
grew tired of not being allowed to win the war. It was 
a ‘stalemate’ war and nobody wanted to read about it 
back home.”
 After Stalin died in March 1953, however, the 
peace talks seemed to accelerate.
 “We began to hear that the North Koreans and Chi-
Coms were actually talking about a cease fi re. We saw 
a change in their attitude and, by the summer of 1953, 
we began to think that we might make it.”
 On July 27, 1953, George and his crew got word 
that a cease-fi re had been signed to become effective 
at 10:01 p.m.
 “But we didn’t believe the ChiComs would honor 
the cease-fi re, so we went out to the plane and readied 
for another mission. It would be my 33rd mission.”
 Shortly before 10 p.m., a lieutenant came around 
and said “It’s over.”
 “For the fi rst time in nine months, I entertained the 
distinct possibility that I might live to a ripe old age,” 
remembered George.
 While his feelings for the Air Force have never 
wavered, and he would do it all again if he had to, 

George does not have kind feelings towards the fl ight 
surgeons of the 37th Bomb Squadron.
 Once, when George reported to sick call with a 
hacking cough that seemed to rip his lungs apart, the 
fl ight surgeon told him he was a coward.
 “Here I am, coughing up crap and he called me a 
coward and gave me an aspirin. He didn’t treat me with 
any respect, or even care about me.”
Years later, doctors discovered scar tissue in his lungs, 
the result of his Korean War bout with pneumonia.
 After the cease-fi re, George returned to the United 
States in 1954 with two years still left on his enlist-
ment.
 He was given a clerical job. After 32 combat mis-
sions over North Korea, however, he found adjustment 
to the peacetime Air Force a bit diffi cult, particularly 
since he was assigned to work with civilians at a base 
telephone exchange.
 “I got out of that job and got assigned to a base in 
Arkansas, where I fi nished my tour. I was discharged 
in February 1956 and went back to Milwaukee for 
college.”
 George would study television production and 
eventually graduate from the University of Wiscon-
sin, Milwaukee. He worked for television stations in 
Wisconsin and Buffalo and found himself enjoying the 
sales end of the industry.
 He vacationed in the Bradenton area with his 
family several times and, in 1984, purchased the Burger 
Printing Company in downtown Bradenton. He sold the 
business in 1991 and retired.
 He has remained active in veterans affairs and the 
American Legion.
 “I am proud of my service, but I was often sad-
dened by the destruction. We lost a lot of good men in 
Korea, and I’m just sorry that we were not allowed to 
do more to win the war.”
 A member of the “Forgotten Generation” who is 
not forgotten.

“The Greatest Generation” and “Forgotten Genera-
tion” columns are for Island, Longboat Key, Perico 
Island, Palma Sola, Village Green, west Bradenton 
and Cortez veterans, man or woman, who served in 
the armed forces of any allied country (U.S., Canada, 
Britain, Holland, Norway, France, Poland, Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines, etc.) during World War 
II or the Korean War. We’d like to hear from you. Call 
Rick Catlin at 941-778-7978.

CHECK US OUT ATCCCHHHEEECCCKKK UUUSSS OOOUUUTTT AAATTT
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 1/08/08

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

Real German Cuisine on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: TUES-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Specials: 
Bavarian Haxen and Crispy Duckling

PLEASE RESERVE ONE DAY IN ADVANCE FOR HAXEN

7020 Cortez Road W., Bradenton
941-761-4961 • theironskilletcafe.com

Tues -Sat 7:30am-9pm • Sun 7:30am-3pm

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner

Friday Nights 
Prime RibIron

Skillet
Cafe FREE glass of house 

wwwwwine with the purchase 
of a dinner entrée. 

Please bring coupon. 
Expires 1-8-08. 

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

11am-8pm Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm Fri & Sat • Closed Sun
8799 Cortez Road W. • 941-795-4898

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED i [ r

BRADENTON & 
THE ISLANDS

DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING

       DELIVERY-

Daily Specials!
Wed: Boliché
Thurs: Bistek Empanisado 

Fri: Paellá

$10.95

Open New Year’s D
ay!

MON-SAT 11-8 • SUN 12-8 • CLOSED TUESDAY

“The best hamburgers and the coldest 
mugs of beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

B4

Duffy’s Tavern

B44B4B4B44B444B44B4B444B4B444B4B44B4B4B444B4B4B4B4B4B44B4B4B4444B44BB44B4444

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

SOLO’S PIZZA

Open Daily
4pm - Midnight

Eat In or Take Out
7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

 $1 off     
pizza

ANY 
LARGE

Pizza • Sandwiches • Ice Cold Beer
Wine • Games • Pool Table

7

tres chic!

5406 Marina Dr. •  Holmes Beach • 778-5320  

Continental 
Bistro

Don’t forget ... 

Sunday 

Brunch.
And happy hour 

nightly, 

5-6:30 at the 

wine bar. 

Live music ... call 

for a schedule!

Wednesday, Jan. 2
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 

Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria, hosts a holiday camp for children on vacation 
from school. Information and registration: 941-778-1908.

11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts a 
lunch at the MarVista Restaurant, 760 Broadway, Longboat Key. Information: 
941-778-1541.

Thursday, Jan. 3
 5 p.m. — Instructor Joan Dickinson leads a free introductory class in 
yoga and meditation at the Island Yoga Space, 9805 Gulf Drive, upstairs, 
Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-8356.

Friday, Jan. 4
 5:30 p.m. — The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island, 5413 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a reception for photographer William Vilensky of Long-
boat Key. Information: 941-778-6694.

Saturday, Jan. 5
 10:30 a.m. — The Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach, hosts family origami with Judy Pruitt. Information: 941-778-6341.

Monday, Jan. 7
 11 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Art League begins its winter/spring 
schedule of classes, which range from painting to drawing to working with 
clay. Information: 941-778-2099.
 1 p.m. — Mary Ryan offers instruction in painted furniture in a class 
that begins today at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908. Fee applies.
 1 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Contract Bridge Group plays at Roser 
Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-
778-4362.
 1:15 p.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers meet at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, to share writings. Information: 941-778-
7631.

Tuesday, Jan. 8
 Manatee County School District schools reopen after the winter holi-
days.
 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. — Former Washington, D.C., correspondent 
James McCartney discusses “The Election in Perspective: What Can You 
Believe?” at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 941-778-6341.
 Noon: The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and pro-
gram at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. 
The speaker is Doug Winton discussing plans for the Jan. 19 Casino Night. 
Information: 941-778-1880.
 1 p.m. — Tricia Graziano will lead a free information session on how to 
reverse the signs of aging at Island Chiropractic, 3612 E. Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-773-6134.

Wednesday, Jan. 9
 7:45 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts 
breakfast at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, Bradenton Beach. 

Anna Maria res-
ident Jay Can-
terbury is the 
featured artist 
this month at 
the Arts Coun-
cil of Manatee 
County Gallery, 
926 12th St. W., 
Bradenton. The 
exhibit show-
cases natural 
photographic 
abstracts. For 
more infor-
mation, call 
941-746-2223. 
Islander Image: 
Courtesy Arts 
Council of 
Manatee County

Information: 941-778-1541.
1 p.m. — The Island Library Book Club meets at the Island Branch 

Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-6341.
 5 p.m. — The Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., Anna Maria, 
celebrates the completion of its new deck with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
involving the Anna Maria Island, Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key 
and Manatee chambers of commerce. Information: 941-778-1541.

Ongoing:
 • The Studio at Gulf and Pine in Anna Maria displays the work of pho-
tographer Nikita Kavoukles through Jan. 15. Information: 941-778-1906.
 • Through Jan. 12, the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, showcases the Eyeland Needlers 2008 quilt, which will be 
raffl ed during the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s Tour of Homes. 
Information: 941-778-4117.
 • Anna Maria resident Jay Canterbury is the featured artist this month 
at the Arts Council of Manatee County Gallery, 926 12th St. W., Bradenton. 
The exhibit showcases natural photographic abstracts. Information: 941-
746-2223.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna 
Maria, offers a range of courses for adults and children Mondays through 
Saturdays, including cooking, dance, fi tness and art classes. The Center 
also hosts a variety of athletic programs. Information: 941-778-1908, or www.
islandcommunitycenter.com.
 • From 8 a.m. to noon the fi rst Saturdays of the month, the Felts Audu-
bon Preserve, 4600 24th Ave. E., Palmetto, opens to visitors, with volunteers 
available to answer questions about the fl ora and fauna and hiking paths. 
Information: 941-729-2222.
 • The second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9 a.m., the widowed 
persons support group meets at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • The fi rst and third Mondays of each month, the American Legion Post 
24, 2005 75th St. W., Bradenton, hosts dinners for the public. Information: 
941-794-3489.
 • On Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina 

Drive, Holmes Beach, hosts meetings of the Inquiring Minds group. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1813.
 • The Village of the Arts — located between Ninth and 14th streets west 
and Ninth and 17th avenues west in Bradenton — holds art walks on the fi rst 
Fridays and fi rst Saturdays of the month. Information: 941-747-8056.

Coming up:
 • On Jan. 12, the Anna Maria Island Community Center hosts the Billy 
Rice Band. Tickets are now on sale. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • Anna Maria Elementary School’s second annual Dolphin Dash is 
scheduled for Jan. 19. The event consists of a 5k run and a fun walk begin-
ning at 8 a.m.  Entry forms are available in the school administrative offi ce. 
Fee applies. Information: 941-778-5525.
 • On Jan. 19, the Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island presents the 2008 
Rotary Extravaganza and Casino Night at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 
S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-746-7517.
 • On Jan. 19, the Anna Maria Island Privateers smoke and sell mullet in 
the Publix parking lot, 3900 E. Bay Blvd., Holmes Beach, to raise money for 
the Sue Normand Relief and Recovery Fund. Information: 941-720-0426.
 • On Jan. 25, the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 Holmes Blvd., 
Holmes Beach, hosts a workshop on drawing portraits. Information and reg-
istration: 941-778-2099.
 • On Jan. 26, a Household Hazardous Waste/E-Scrap Collection takes 
place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Coquina Beach. Information: 941-316-1988.
 • On Jan. 29, Florida holds its presidential preference primary.
 • On Jan. 30, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce business 
expo takes place at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia 
Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-1541.

Save the date:
 • On Feb. 2, the Friends of the Library holds the annual Friends Book 
Sale at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Infor-
mation: 941-778-6341.

PLEASE SEE CALENDAR, NEXT PAGE
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120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JAN 1-8, 2008

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

1.75 
LTR

$1999 $2199
Smirnoff Vodka Bacardi Rum

1.75 
LTR

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

Real Fish,
Real People,
Real Good.

$1 off
per pound

Stone Crab, Red 
Grouper, and
16-20 piece 
Extra Large 

Shrimp
Expires 1-8-08

   
   

   
    

  Retail Fish Market

119th St. W. Cortez Rd.
Turn at 119th St. traffi c light, follow road to end.

Tuesday-Sat. 10-6 • Sunday 11-5 • 794-1547

Game Day Party Seafood-
oysters, stone crabs, shrimp, clams, 

and more!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

3007 Gulf Drive Holmes Beach

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too
Open 7 Days

WINNER OF TRAVELOCITY TOP 
INSIDER SPOT IN USA FOR 2007

THE BEST RIBS

VEGETARIAN DISHES

INDIAN SPECIALTIES

(941) 778-6614

 • On Feb. 3, the Anna Maria Island Community Center hosts the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve Band in a free concert. Free tickets are available on a 
fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Information: 941-778-1908.
 • On Feb. 7, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts a Jazz Fest 
at the Anna Maria Island Community Center, 407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria. 
Information: 941-778-0492.
 • On Feb. 8, a benefi t for the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Park — the 
Butterfl y Bash — takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-518-4431.
 • On Feb. 10, the Anna Maria Wedding Merchants Association hosts 
an Islandwide wedding trade fair. Information: 941-778-8705.
 • On Feb. 14, the Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island presents the 
annual Sweetheart Dance at the Anna Maria Island Community Center. 
Information: 941-778-1383.
 • On Feb. 23, the Anna Maria Island Community Center holds its annual 
auction and dinner — an Affaire to Remember — at the Center. Information: 
941-778-1908.
 On Feb. 29, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual fashion show at the Bradenton Country Club. Information: 941-778-
1541.
 • On March 1, the Anna Maria Island Historical Society hosts Heritage 
Days at the museum, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 941-778-
0492.
 • On March 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Anna Maria Island Com-
munity Center presents the Tour of Homes benefi t. Information: 941-778-
1908.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Please include time, 
date and location of the event and a contact number and e-mail address. 
The deadline for submissions is at least one week prior to the Wednesday 
publication date. Remember, the sooner you submit your notice, the sooner 
The Islander can announce the event.

Calendar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

2008 election topic of Friends lecture at library

Journalist James McCartney will deliver a lecture 
Jan. 8 on “The Election in Perspective: What Can 
You Believe?” at the Island Branch Library, 5701 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa 
Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Former Washington, D.C., correspondent James 
McCartney will take up the topical subject of the 2008 
election during a lecture at the Island Branch Library 
this month.
 McCartney, who lives in Holmes Beach with his 
wife, Molly McCartney, also a journalist, has given 
several talks as part of the Friends of the Island Library 
lecture series.
 His lecture on Tuesday, Jan. 8, which will be deliv-
ered at 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to handle anticipated 
crowds, will explore the 2008 presidential election and 
offer an analysis of political campaigns.

The Islander recently raised a few questions with 
McCartney.

The Islander: The title of your lecture is “The Elec-
tion in Perspective: What Can You Believe?” Should 
your audience expect a critique of the candidates or of 
the media?
 James McCartney: To some extent both, but I’m 
really trying to talk about how little what is said in a 
campaign is relevant once the person takes offi ce.

The Islander: Is there a candidate — or a campaign 

— you think rates high on a believability scale?
 JM: Possibly Barak Obama. He has been more con-
sistent than most of the others in sticking with basic 
themes.

The Islander: Is there a candidate — or a campaign 
— you think rates low on that scale?

 JM: Certainly Mitt Romney. He’s been all over the 
lot. And Rudy Giuliani is not the same Rudy on immi-
gration as the Rudy who was mayor of New York.

The Islander: This presidential election cycle began 
very early with the announcements of candidacy and 
the campaigning. How quickly do you think the can-
didates will start falling away after the fi rst contests?
 JM: We aren’t going to know much until Feb. 5. 

The Islander: Care to make a prediction on Iowa 
and New Hampshire?
 JM: No. The Iowa caucus system is so complex that 
no one in his right mind would try to make a defi nitive 
prediction — but the result will probably have some 
infl uence on New Hampshire.

The Islander: How important do you think the Flor-
ida vote will be in the primary? And do you think the 
turnout will be down due to the feud over recognizing 
delegates?
 JM: Whatever Florida does is implicitly important. 
But it’s hard to say what the turnout might be. Voters 
ought to understand that it’s all a popularity contest 
anyway and they can make a statement with a vote.

The Islander: Do you think Florida will be a crucial 
state again in November? 
 JM: It’s conceivable that it might be very important 
in a close election, but there is a possibility that the 
November election will be a Democratic landslide. 

The Islander: In addition to an election, 2008 will 
bring “Recount” — the story of the 2000 vote in Florida 
— to HBO-TV with Laura Dern as Katherine Harris. 
Are you looking forward to that?
 JM: No. We all know what happened. The Supreme 
Court took a dive.
 For more information about the Friends of the 
Island Library lecture series, call the Island Branch 
Library at 941-778-6341.

Library hosts January programs
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Island Branch Library’s calendar this month 
includes lectures, lessons and even an hour of therapy.
 The lineup includes:
 • 10:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 5, family origami with 
Judy Pruitt.
 • 1:15 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, the Gulf Coast Writers 
meet to share writings.
 • 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 8, James 
McCartney lecturing on the “Election in Perspective: 
What Can You Believe?” as part of the Friends of the 
Island Library series.
 • 8:30 a.m. Thursdays, Jan. 10 and Jan. 17, an Inter-

net class for beginners.
 • 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, Caroline Reed and Dana 
Cyr talk about the Virgin Islands as part of the Island 
Friends Travel Series.
 • 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14, Melissa Steortz of Bliss-
ful Garden Day Spa leads a session in massage ther-
apy.
 • 10:15 a.m., Thursday, Jan. 17, a Friends Book 
Club meeting.
 • 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19, a Friends of the Island 
Library board meeting.
 For more information about the Island Branch 
Library and events at the facility, 5701 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach, call 941-778-6341.
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GOLF LINKS 
January-March

GREAT SHAPE 
$37.50 + tax green fee and 1/2 cart 

7 Day advanced tee times
708-6331 

1801 27th St. E. • Bradenton 

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

Anna Maria Island Tides

 Jan 1-- — — — — 9:53 0.0 — —
 Jan 2-- 9:36 1.0 1:59 -0.1 6:40 1.9 *11:43 0.9
 Jan 3-- — — 2:55 -0.3 7:21  2.0 — —
 Jan 4-- — — 3:43 -0.5 8:04 2.1 — —
 Jan 5-- — — 4:28 -0.6 8:48 2.1 — —
 Jan 6-- — — 5:08 -0.7 9:32 2.2 — —
 Jan 7-- —  — 5:45 -0.8 10:15 2.3 — —
 Jan 8-- *2:05 1.1 6:20  -0.8 10:57 2.3 4:11 1.0

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. Capt. 
Glenn Glenn 
CorderCorder4, 6, 8 hours4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for Special rates for 
Florida KeysFlorida Keys

The finest quality The finest quality 
charter on the west coastcharter on the west coast

Departing Galati MarineDeparting Galati Marine
ReservationsReservations 
941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900            

52-foot Viking Sportfish52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

j

Anna Maria Island
Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & 
Tackle Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

778-9712
Owner/Operator

Lifetime experience in local waters

Hopes and dreams for ’08, weirdness from ’07
 Happy New Year!
 There’s some sort of journalistic rule that calls for 
a set of wishes for the next year. Mine?
 I would really like to see a managed anchorage 
mooring fi eld in place in Bradenton Beach in 2008. 
The fi eld is under consideration just south of the city 
pier off Bridge Street in Anna Maria Sound.
 I’d like to see a groin opened for the public at Cortez 
Beach. The three there have been closed for years due 
to storm damage. Manatee County offi cials have indi-
cated that at least one could be reconstructed to a level 
that folks could stroll out and watch the sunset, fi sh or 
just enjoy the water. Soonest is goodest.
 I’d like to see Grassy Point in Holmes Beach be 
assessable to birders, canoeists, kayakers, snorklers 
and anybody else who won’t hurt that fragile environ-
ment.
 I’d like more beach access in Anna Maria. We’re 
not talking about walkers or cyclists, but how about a 
place for folks to come, park for a bit and enjoy the best 
beach in the world.
 And, of course, that comment will produce a slew 
of letters to the editor offering differing views.

Exotic love
 One of the arguably biggest environmental issues of 
2007 on Anna Maria Island was the demise of 60-plus 
Australian pine trees on Cortez Beach and Coquina 
Beach in Bradenton Beach, as well as the later fervor 
over taking out Australian pines and Brazilian peppers 
near Kingfi sh Boat Ramp in Holmes Beach and along 
the causeway to the mainland.
 Pine lovers were fervent. Pine haters were fervent. 
Lines were drawn. In one case, some folks tied them-
selves to the trees destined to be cut at Coquina to keep 
the pines.
 The issue resides in state mandates that Australian 
pines are a noxious, invasive species of tree that creates 
a monoculture in which no native plants can survive. 
The pine needles that fall from the trees apparently 
produce some sort of toxic stuff that prohibits other 
plants from growing under their canopy. 
 Enter yet another exotic to the rescue of pines.
 Wedelia is a bright-green groundcover plant that 
has brilliant yellow fl owers. According to Philip Busey 
with the University of Florida, “the Florida Exotic Plant 
Pest Council classifi ed it as a Category II invader in 
their 1997 plant list (see links, below) and that listing 
continued through 1999.”
 He says that the problem with wedelia is that it can 
take over a lush lawn at frightening speeds. If you like 
the plant, it’s no big deal, but if you’re trying to keep 
your yard perfect, wedelia is a pest. 
 But wedelia apparently has no problem living under 
the canopy of Australian pines, at least from observa-
tions in Tampa last week, where a stand of pines and a 
groundcover of wedelia were living happily together. 
 Exotic and exotic playing nice together. Isn’t 

that nice?

Some news nuggets
 Reporter Lisa Neff sent me the following from 
The New Yorker magazine, culled from newspapers 
throughout the country in 2007. Some are pretty funny. 
The following is verbatim from the magazine, including 
the staff’s comments on the news McNuggets.
 Advertisement in the Battle Creek (Mich.) 
Enquirer:

Full service hotel looking to expand its existing 
food operation with a quality Sioux chief. Salary range 
25K, commensurate with experience.
 The place must serve a lot of buffalo burgers.

From the Palo Alto Daily News:
Someone reported loud chickens. Upon police 

arrival, the chickens were clucking intermittently.
 From the Key West Citizen:

A busy store at 425 Front St. is seeking honest, 
responsible, reliable and ambitious employees for 
part-time and full-time positions. Good salary with 
advancement opportunities for the right person. Job 
duties include retail sales, stocking and cleaning. Pre-
vious sales experience, with register responsibilities, 
preferred. Spanish as a second language is a plus. Ref-
erences will be verifi ed. If you get drunk, do drugs, call 
in sick or just plain don’t show up for work don’t bother 
applying; you probably have already worked here. 

From The New York Times:
An article in The Arts on Tuesday about the most 

popular movies of 2006 and others that did not do as 
well at the box offi ce referred incorrectly to two lan-
guages spoken in “Babel,” one of the fi lms with sub-
titles that did not draw big crowds. They are Spanish 
and Berber, not “Mexican” and “Moroccan.”

From the Wall Street Journal:
And if history is any guide, the claiming of a scalp 

this large will only add fuel to a pyre that is already lick-
ing at the heels of several even better-known CEOs.
 Headline in the Narragansett (R.I.) Times:

LITERARCY GRANT BENEFITS LOCAL STU-
DENTS.
 But not the local press.

From the Washington Post:
After he was exposed, Lambton told an intelligence 

offi cer that he had thrown himself into a “frenzied” 
round of “gardening and debauchery” to get over the 
fact that he had lost a three-year battle over the use of 

his father’s title.
 From Professional Remodeler:

Last month’s column about how Blackdog Build-
ers delivers an exceptional customer experience ended 
with the following quote from Blackdog president Dave 
Bryan: “[Customer satisfaction is] a million little things 
like that. It isn’t building the addition. It’s building the 
addition while delivering an experience that makes 
them feel upset and disappointed when you leave.” 
Bryan wanted to make it clear that he meant that the 
customer was sad to see his crews fi nish the job and 
leave because they had enjoyed the remodeling experi-
ence Blackdog provided.

From a solicitation for the Arctic Summit Summer 
2008, whose purpose is:

To create and run a summit or forum whose goal is 
to coalesce infl uential segments of society to put global 
warming on the front burner.

From the Blue Earth (Minn.) Faribault County 
Register:
 About 18,000 deer in the state will take part in 
a postcard survey asking them to report information 
about wild turkey sightings while hunting.
 From the St. Helena (Calif.) Star:

St. Helena urologist Dr. James Woolley will present 
the facts on basic bladder health, and Glenn Ratterree 
from Steves Hardware will present advice on the basics 
of do-it-yourself plumbing during a free course in basic 
home maintenance and a lesson on the challenges of 
midlife bladder control.

From the Towanda (Pa.) Daily & Sunday 
Review:

When asked why Bradford County had only two 
semifi nalists, Gloria Davis with the National Merit 
Scholarship Program said, “If there are only two semifi -
nalists in your county, it is because only two students in 
the county attained a score high enough for semifi nalist 
standing.”
 From the Chicago Tribune:

So now what we are dealing with is the rubber 
meeting the road, and instead of biting the bullet on 
these issues, we just want to punt.
 From the Denver Post:

A chief lieutenant in a violent drug and prostitution 
ring run out of an Adams County motel was handed 
a stiff sentence Monday. Alvin Hutchinson received 
three life sentences and fi ve 30-year sentences, fol-
lowed by six years of supervised release, all to run 
concurrently.

From the Washington Post:
A man sawed off his hand at a Fairfax County 

butcher shop last night after a dispute over his order, 
county police said. Police said the man was taken to a 
hospital in serious condition after the 7 p.m. incident 
in a market in the 7000 block of Spring Garden Drive 
in the Franconia area. Police said that they understood 
that the man had wanted goat and was given chicken.

PLEASE SEE SANDSCRIPT, NEXT PAGE
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Snook • Trout • Redfish • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore

USCG licensed/Insured

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
mv#65833

Grouper move close to shore in Gulf
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 It’s all offshore all the time right now in fi shing 
action, with grouper moving close to Anna Maria Island 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Limit catches of keeper-size gag 
grouper are common for most boaters within about 10 
miles of shore. There are also reports of good-sized 
snapper and even a stray kingfi sh.
 Inshore action isn’t quite as good, as redfi sh, snook 
and even sheepshead seem to have taken the holidays 
at face value and stopped biting.
 Remember that snook and trout season opened Jan. 
1. 
 Also, the commercial shark fi shery in the Gulf and 
Atlantic Ocean has been closed by federal authorities 
at least until August. Closure doesn’t appear to impact 
the recreational fi shers.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said offshore fi shing for 
grouper and snapper has been excellent of late, with the 
fi sh being caught within 10 miles of Anna Maria Island. 
Most of the grouper have been gags — keeper gags — 
up to 14 pounds. Other offshore catches include trig-
gerfi sh, amberjack and lane snapper. Backwater fi shing 
is pretty slow, he said. 
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said fi shers there 
were catching small sheepshead plus some mackerel.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
action has been slow, with sheepshead hanging around 

Got grouper? 
You bet!
Holding up their 
catch of gag and 
red grouper are, 
from left, David 
Lansaw, Kitsie 
Penick, David and 
Pat Dombrowski, 
and Claude and 
Jeanett Mika. The 
fi sh were caught 
about 30 miles 
offshore of Anna 
Maria Island using 
live pinfi sh and 
sardines while 
fi shing with Capt. 
Larry McGuire of 
Show Me The Fish 
Charters.  

but not really biting. Macks are still coming on the 
hooks, though.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
he’s hearing of limit-catches of redfi sh and mangroves 
coming from Terra Ceia and Miguel bays, plus man-
grove snapper. Black drum are being caught from the 

Manatee River, he added. 
 At Tropic Isles Marina, reports include a few red-
fi sh from Terra Ceia Bay, but trout and snook are hard 
to fi nd. 
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said he’s been having some 
pretty good action with a variety of species in a vari-
ety of locations. “The Gulf beaches have been consis-
tently good for good catches,” he said, “with numer-
ous bluefi sh and a scattering of Spanish macks, jacks, 
cobia and bonito. There has still been an occasional 
kingfi sh and, if you can get offshore a few miles, the 
grouper and snapper fi shing has been good as well.” 
Capt. Zach said that in Sarasota Bay, Palma Sola 
and Anna Maria Sound, the action has been good as 
well with trout, ladyfi sh, jacks, fl ounder, redfi sh and 
an occasional pompano. He also said that, based on 
weather conditions so far this season, “2008 may be 
another off the wall year with unusual catches and 
fi shing patterns.”
 On my boat Magic, fi shing has been slow of late, 
with a few reds being caught in the backwater but noth-
ing to write home about. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 30-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 941-744-6281 to provide a fi shing 
report. Prints and digital images of your catch are also 
welcome and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

Steady course: boating lessons
 The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 81 will 
hold an “ABC Boating Class” in two parts this month 
— a session at 8 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, and a session 
at 8 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 19.
 Florida law requires that any vessel operator 21 or 
younger pass a boating education course.

 The fee-based class will take place at G.T. Bray 
Park, 5801 33rd Ave., W., Bradenton.
 For more information, call 941-758-5500.
 The Anna Maria Island Power Squadron will hold 
a two-session Boat Smart class this month.
 The sessions will take place at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 12, and Saturday, Jan. 19, at 1200 71st St. N.W., 
Bradenton.
 The group also will present several seminars, one 
on knots at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, one on GPS at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31, and two on charts — 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 7, and Thursday, Jan. 17.
 For more information, call 941-741-0449. 
Also, on a regular basis:
 • On the second Saturday of each month, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 82 holds a “GPS for Mariners 
Course” at 10 a.m. at the Mote Marine Keating Center, Mote 
Marine Aquarium, 1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota.
 • On the last Saturday of each month, the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 82 hosts a basic “Amer-
ica’s Boating Course” in the Buchanan Room at Mote 
Marine Aquarium. 
 For more information, call 941-358-2068. 

Sandscript factoid
 And on a fi nal note for 2008, commercial shark 
fi shing in the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean 
could come to a close, at least until August, perhaps 
forever.
 Federal authorities halted the taking of any sharks 
commercially for most of the new year in an effort to 
restore what is being called a stressed fi shery. 
 Shark isn’t a big fi sh catch commercially in our 
area, but it is elsewhere in the country, where the fi ns 
are sold for as much as $20 a pound and the meat for 
$1 a pound.

Sandscript
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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BUILDING 
OUR 

FUTURE!

BUILDING 
OUR 

FUTURE!

$50,000 Challenge

Name _________________________________

Address _______________________________

______________________________________

Phone ________________________________

❏    Amount   $ _________________________

❏   I would like my gift in honor of:
______________________________________

❏   I would like my gift to be in memory of:
______________________________________

❏   Please bill me for my pledge amount.

Please make checks payable to the 
AMICC Capital Campaign and

mail your matching-fund contribution to
P.O. Box 253, Anna Maria FL 34216. 

This advertisement is sponsored as a community service and partnership with the Lesters by The Islander.

The Center provides a critical human service need on the Island and provided more than 
1.5 million hours of service to more than 3,400 Island residents last year.

WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU.

YES, COUNT ME IN FOR 
THE LESTER-ISLANDER CHALLENGE!

Please send donations to the Lester-Islander Challenge, P.O. Box 253, 
Anna Maria FL 34216, payable to the  AMICC Capital Campaign. 

Holmes Beach residents Charles and JoAnn 
Lester are offering up to $50,000 in 
matching funds for contributions post-
marked by Jan. 5, 2008, to the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center 
Endowment Fund. And your 
contribution is tax deductible. 

WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU.

DONATION DEADLINE EXTENDED!
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GET IN THE GAME
$5O PICK THE FOOTBALL WINNERS CONTEST

THE DEC. 26 FINAL WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE JAN. 9 EDITION DUE TO EARLY PRESS DEADLINE FOR JAN. 2

DEC. 19 GAME WINNER:  JERRY DISBROW     BUC’S SCORE WINNER: SORRY, NO WINNER.

Top 10 Islander sports stories for 2007
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 It is hard to believe that another year has passed, 
much less another year of Island sports. This means the 
time is here to refl ect on the past year’s sports stories 
in order to put together another top-10 list of sporting 
events. 
 It is never easy to say one victory is better than 
another, so, for me, it really comes down to either how 
impressive a performance was or what kind of enter-
tainment value it possessed.
 At any rate, there will be events not mentioned and 
you might question the events that I’ve included. This 
year’s top-10 list is a little heavy on the high school 
side, but most of these high school athletes came up 
through the Anna Maria Island Community Center’s 
youth leagues, which is a positive refl ection on those 
programs.
 You may also question my choice of the Junior 
League Islanders baseball team ending a 23-game losing 
streak as my No. 1 sports story. But it is easily justifi ed 
by the fact that the majority of those kids didn’t quit, 
despite that being the easy option. They kept showing 
up to compete and, when they fi nally won, the excite-
ment from them and their fans was tremendous.
 They deserve to be our top story and top team for 
their hard work and sticking to the game.
 I want to offer a big thanks to Bill Bartlett, who 
keeps everyone up to date on horseshoe news, Bob Kral 
does the same for the Key Royale Club and golf news, 
and a big thanks goes to Andy Jonatzke and the athletic 
department crew at the Center for all of the help they 
provide to keep me informed of the happenings there.
 I want to wish everyone who reads my reports a 
belated Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New 
Year’s. Following are my top sports stories for 2007. 
 Enjoy!

1. Islanders win! Islanders win!
 Finally there is joy in Mudville. The Islander’s 
Junior League baseball losing streak is over and hope-
fully a new streak — preferably a winning one — has 
been started with the team’s 16-9 victory over USA 
Fence on April 7 at Birdie Tebbetts Field in Holmes 
Beach.
 The Islanders lost all 18 games they played during 
the 2006 season and had lost their fi rst fi ve games this 
season before their sweet taste of victory. It was not 
lacking in drama, as the Islanders overcame an early 
defi cit before having to hold on at the end for their fi rst 
victory.
 Ben Valdivieso went 3-for-4 with three RBIs and 
three runs scored to lead the Islander offense, which 
also received three hits and two runs apiece from Ryan 
Guerin and Matt Shafer. Blake Wilson and Kyle Crum 
each added two hits and one run, while Troy Kosewski 
and Cory Wash each doubled and scored twice. Matt 
Bauer, who singled and scored once, pitched two and 
two-thirds hitless innings and struck out four USA 
Fence batters, while Zach Evan added a single in the 
Islanders victory.
 The team’s sponsor? The Islander newspaper.

2. Skimmers ride high in contest
 Parents, friends, skimboard enthusiasts, beachgoers 
and some “just curious” folks were among the hundreds 
that once again descended upon the BeachHouse Res-
taurant Aug. 26 for the sixth-annual End-of-Summer 
Skimboard Contest. All in attendance were entertained 
— to say the least.
 Despite mere ankle-high waves, the 100 or so 
contest participants put on a great show with a variety 
of tricks — like 360 shove-its, back-side 540s, a sex 

change, (don’t ask) and the always popular attempts for 
big air.
 The Island was well represented, both in partici-
pation and achievement. The boy’s 9-11 division was 
captured by Island resident Blaine Jenefsky with Travis 
Belsito and Luke Shakelford finishing in third and 
fourth place respectively. Mickey Kendall took home 
second place.
 Other local fi nishers included Elijah Anderson, who 
won the boy’s 12-14 division, and Jonah Caster, who 
fi nished in third place. Island resident Blake Tyre fi n-
ished in third place in the men’s 18-21 division, while 
young Holmes Beach resident Brandon Mills fi nished 
in fourth place in the 8-and-under division despite it 
being his fi rst competition.

Blaine Jenefsky shows good form on this kick during 
the punt, pass and kick contest in July.

Cory Wash singles up the middle to help the Islanders 
end a 23-game losing streak and topping the list of 
sports stories for 2007.

3. Islander helps Manatee Hurricanes to 
nine-win season 

 Lifelong Island resident Nick Sato played a major 
role on the defensive side of the ball for the Manatee 
High School Hurricanes varsity football team.
 Sato, a senior who played his second season as 
a member of the varsity Hurricanes, played outside 
linebacker in the Hurricanes defensive scheme. Sato’s 
best game of the season came in a 28-16 victory over 
crosstown rival Southeast on Sept. 14. 
 Sato got two quarterback sacks and recovered a 
fumble on the Southeast 10-yard line that led to a Cane’s 
touchdown. For his efforts, he earned the Brighthouse 
Networks Catch 47 Player of the Week award.
 When asked what it was like playing for a legend-
ary coach like Joe Kinnan, Sato said, “He expects a lot 
from his players and demands perfection.”

4. Island girls help U14 Magic 
to Region C title

 Island residents Erin Mulrine, Ally Titsworth, Mar-
tine Miller and Christina Papazian helped their U14 
Manatee Magic soccer team to the 2007 Region C title 
over the March 24-25 weekend in Tampa.
 The Magic girls defeated Hillsborough United 1-0 
on March 25 in an extremely physical game played in 
very windy conditions.
 The Magic advanced to the championship game 
thanks to another 1-0 victory during a March 24 semi-
fi nal game against Lakeland.

5. Islanders help another Hurricanes 
team to a title 

 The Manatee High School Hurricanes girls var-
sity soccer team captured the Timberwolf Classic girls 
soccer tournament Nov. 9-10 at Lawton Chiles High 
School in Tallahassee. The Lady Canes, which boasts 
Islanders Amber Wright, Tina Papazian and Erin Mul-
rine, went undefeated in three games to earn the cham-
pionship trophy.
 In the Gainesville victory, senior defender, Amber 
Wright had to mark striker Emily Dowd, a player who had 
scored over 130 goals in her career and had already com-
mitted to the University of Tennessee. Wright, who always 
marks the opposition’s top offensive threat, held Dowd to 
one very questionable goal, which came late in the game.
 Erin Mulrine, a freshman center midfi elder didn’t 
score in Tallahassee, but has been a consistent per-
former for the Lady Canes, notching two goals in seven 
games for the 5-0-2 Hurricanes. Tina Papazian who 
started every game in goal last year is injured and hasn’t 
played.

6. Islander fuels improved MHS 
basketball 

 The Manatee High school boys basketball team 
matched the 2006 team’s win total of four and Island 
resident Spencer Carper was one of the reasons behind 
the success.
 Spencer, a 5 foot, 8 inch junior, started at guard 
and served as one of the team captains. He averaged 
10 points, four assists and one steal per game and led 
the team in three-point fi eld goals. Hurricane baskeball 
coach Brian Reeves stated that Carper earned his spot 
as starter and captain because of his leadership, hard 
work and dedication, on and off the court.

7. Island runners help MHS 
to successful season 

 The Manatee High girls and boys cross country 
PLEASE SEE SPORTS, PAGE 29
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 Vacation  
  Rentals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~ 
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable 
service for 

over 35 
years! Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 

Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

SALES
ANNUAL & SEASONAL RENTALS

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  941-713-4755      800-771-6043  941-713-4755      800-771-6043

Island Condo close to Everything! Heated pool, storage 
and two covered parking spots. Turnkey furnished. New 
kitchen with all new Kenmore appliances, cabinets 
and granite counter tops. Granite in the bathrooms, too! 
Currently doing $14,000 a year in rental income. $250,000. 

REDUCED!

I
a
k
a
C

Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

A

nn
a Maria Realty

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

A MESSAGE ON OUR MARKET
CHANGE IS GOOD but with Island real estate,  
some things NEVER change.  We’ve endured 
MANY market changes in past years.   The key is 
to continue personalized service in sales, rentals 
and property management.  We’ve EARNED your 
confi dence and are happy to share our knowledge 
with all property owners and our future owners.

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

REAL ESTATE LLC

Huge price reduction. Light, bright, ground-
fl oor, 2BR/2BA end unit. Heated pool, ten-
nis court. Close to the beach. $299,000.

Westbay Pt.

Call Piroska 
Planck at
941-730-9667 or 
e-mail piroska@
verizon.net

Immaculate 2BR/2BA condo with fabulous water views. Only minutes 
from sparkling white beaches of Anna Maria Island. Gated community, 
24-hour guard,  heated pool, tennis courts, club house. Bring your family 
and enjoy this secluded paradise.  Buy before January to earn the income 
from February and March rentals.  $314,900.

Perico Bay Club

Key Royale
Great location, reasonable 
price. 3BR/3BA home with 
private dock, protected deep 
and true sail-boat water wa-
ter. Partial view of Bimini Bay. 
Heated pool, 2 car garage, 
new air-conditioner.  Only 
$669,000.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
BOATS & BOATING Continued

2000 WORLD CAT 245-DC with two 115-hp Yamaha 
4-stroke motors, and a duel-axle performance trailer. 
Very low hours, kept out of the water at Catchers 
Marina, Holmes Beach. Good electronics, power 
anchor. Blue book sale price for all is more than 
$46,000. Will sell for $32,000. Call 203-221-1144.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting lady with spinal injury. Five hour morning 
shifts and overnights, 10pm-8am, available. Travel 
opportunity. 941-383-6953.

NAIL TECH OR massage therapist room available 
for rent. 941-713-5244 to view.

KITCHEN HELP apply by e-mail to chef@oohlala-
bistro.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BOUTIQUE: CRUISEWEAR, GIFTS and more in 
top Holmes Beach mall. Only $10,000 plus inven-
tory at 10 percent under cost! Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

CALL KENDALL: 15-year old high school sopho-
more looking for babysitting, pet sitting or dog walk-
ing jobs. Four years experience and fi rst aid certi-
fi ed. Great with kids and animals! 941-779-9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUE ON PAGE 31

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

ISLAND RESIDENT BUYS costume jewelry, fi ne 
jewelry. Sterling silver wanted. Will come to you. 
Diana Miller, 941-592-1400. E-mail: salesbydiana@
gmail.com.

ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL at the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center. Guitar, bass, drums, fl ute, saxo-
phone, clarinet, piano and vocals. Call Scott Achor, 
941-778-1747, or Koko Ray Hansen, 941-758-0395. 
Rock on!

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

annamariaislandtv.com. Call 941-201-4534

PETS

PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to foster 
puppies and kittens until they are old enough for 
adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 941-
720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

1996 GRAND CHEROKEE, 1996 Jeep SUV. 
123,000 miles, two-wheel drive, power, good con-
dition. Runs great. Below book value: $3,250. View 
at The Islander newspaper, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 941-778-1102.

BOATS & BOATING

PUT A WHALER in your stocking! 17-ft Boston 
Whaler Montauk, 88-hp Evinrude, trailer, bimini 
top, depth fi nder, Loran, radio, battery lock, teak 
accents. $6,500. Call 941-778-3772.

FISHING FOR a good deal? Look in The Islander, 
778-7978.

ITEMS FOR SALE

DISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTIONS TO Bradenton 
Herald. 13 weeks, 26 weeks, 52 weeks. Call Ted 
941-778-2181.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday. 9am-noon Saturday. 511 
Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 941-779-2733.

MONTHLY ARTS AND craft fair at The Market on 
Longboat Key. 8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday, Jan 
5-6. Orchids, antiques, neat stuff, art prints. Vendor 
space still available. Call 941-383-7180. Whitney 
Beach Plaza, 6810 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat 
Key.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST BLONDE COCKER Spaniel female puppy. 
Holmes Beach art show on Dec 7. Rick Rix, 941-
565-4826.

LOST! CAMERA CASE, black. Containing two photo 
cards with very sentimental pictures. In vicinity of 
Anna Maria Elementary on Dec. 8, 2007. Please 
call 941-538-4579.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages three through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visit www.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.
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Call us for all 
your sales or 
rental needs!

(941)  778-7200     
(866) 519-SATO (7286)

www.satorealestate.com

“ISLAND FACES...SELLING ISLAND PLACES”

519 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria, FL  34216

WWWWWWWATERFRONT DUPLEX 2BR/2BA EA, 4 BOAT SLIPS $899,000

SHELL POINT CONDO, 2BR/2BA, POOL $295,000

COME & JOIN US
1ST FRIDAY REVELRY

FRI. JAN. 4, 5-7PM
519 PINE AVENUE
ROSER COTTAGE

POTENTIAL PLUS! 2 BAYFRONT LOTS $2,900,000

CANAL, POOL, 3BR/2BA, LARGE LOT $799,000

Sales & Annual Property Management
www.anislandplace.com

Sue Carlson Keith Barnett Larry Schmitz Dennis Clark Maggie Plath Susan & Mike Brinson

941-779-9320

“Happy New Year!
Have a Great

2008!”

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta 
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Offi ce 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

teams had a bit of Island fl avor in Jarott Nelson, Chris 
Owens, Baili Heeman, Georgia Gibbons and Jessica 
Pate. They were members of the Manatee High cross 
country JV or varsity teams that took home third-place 
team fi nishes in the Class 3A, District 5 championships 
held Nov. 1 at G.T. Bray Park in Bradenton.
 With another year of experience, next season should 
shape up well for the Hurricanes cross country teams 
and its Island contingents.

8. Center hosts NFL 
punt, pass and kick competition

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center hosted 
the local NFL Pepsi, Punt, Pass and Kick competition 
at the Holmes Beach city fi eld July 14. The competition 
was attended by approximately 20 youths in four age 
groups for boys and girls ages 8-15.
 Participants were allowed one practice punt, pass 
or kick before launching their “offi cial” entry. Punts, 
passes and kicks were awarded points based on dis-
tance and accuracy. The fi eld, which had a tape measure 
stretched out straight down the middle, had volunteers 
ready to mark the ball where it landed. Offi cials then 
used a piece of string to measure the distance away 
from dead center and deducted that distance to come 
up with the offi cial entry for each competitor. 

9. Titans and Bucs win Island Superbowl
 The Anna Maria Island Community Center’s inau-
gural NFL Flag Football season came to an end July 
13 with the Superbowl game played in the youth and 
junior divisions at the Holmes Beach city fi eld.
 The junior division game was a tight one with 
the Titans edging the Chiefs 28-27 for the champion-
ship. 
 The Buccaneers captured the youth division in 
more convincing fashion, defeating the Panthers by a 
26-18 score.

10. Island traveling team wins fi rst game
 The Center sent a team of Islanders to compete 
in the Manatee West Little League. This major league 
traveling team won its fi rst game of the season on April 
11 when they defeated Troxler & Smith 10-4 behind 
the pitching and hitting of Andrew Burgess.
 Burgess pitched into the sixth inning and allowed 
only four hits and three walks while striking out six. 
He was relieved by William Brusso after surrendering 
a homerun to Davidson for Troxler & Smith. Brusso 
struck out the last batter of the game to earn the save 

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

Once again, the BeachHouse/West Coast Surf Shop back-to-school skimboard contest in August was a big hit.

Max 
Moneuse 
breaks 
up a pass 
during 
fl ag 
football 
action. 
Flag foot-
ball was 
so popular 
that the 
Center 
hosted 
winter and 
summer 
league 
play.

for the Islanders.
 Burgess also helped himself at the plate, going 
2-for-2, including a triple and three runs scored. Chris 
Pate added a pair of singles and one run and Jack 

Titsworh singled and scored a run to lead the Islander 
offense. Hunter Parrish parlayed two walks into two 
runs scored for the Islanders, which also received runs 
from Max Moneuse and Brusso in the victory.
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OPEN HOUSE – 2-4 PM SUNDAY, JAN 6  
“MARINA ISLE BEAUTY, DREAM PRICE”

OPEN HOUSE – 2-4 PM SUNDAY, JAN 6 
“KEY ROYALE BEAUTY”

7702 Marina Dr.
 Holmes Beach

$599,000

612 Foxworth, 
Holmes Beach

$895,000

“Dramatic design to maximize indoor and 
outdoor living.  Exceptionally well priced 
with unobstructed water views.”

Carmen Pedota 941-284-2598
Lori Guerin      941-773-3415

“3BR/2BA stunner in Key Royale.  
Completely renovated inside and out.  Chef’s 
pride kitchen.  18” diagonal tile throughout.”

Lori Guerin      941-773-3415

Betsy Hills, LICRE Broker • 419 Pine Ave, Anna Maria Betsy Hills, LICRE Broker • 419 Pine Ave, Anna Maria

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

LACASA COSTIERA Luxury condo 
7320 Gulf Dr., #10, Holmes Beach: 
Exquisite 2-3BR/2.5BA, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished, wet bar, crown 
molding, heated pool and spa. 
$1,669,000. ML#338524.

RE
DUCE

D

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455
Updates soon!

Laura E. McGeary PA • punky2@aol.com • Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

Paradise rediscovered...
Almost endless full bay views, dock, turnkey. 3BR/2BA.

eeeeeeeeeeeeesssssss ss ss ss ss ss ss ss soonoonoonoonoon!!!!!!!!!!!UUUUUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdUpdatetateateateateateateateateate

babaaaaaayyy y y y y yyyyyyy viviviviewewewews,s,s,s,,,,,,,, dd d docococock,k  turnkey. 
$649,900

Island real estate 
transactions

 632 Dundee Lane, Holmes Beach, a 2,265 sfl a / 
3,021 sfur 4bed/2bath/1car canalfront pool home built 
in 1965 on a 95x115 lot was sold 12/11/07, Jones to 
Georges for $554,000.
 215 64th Street, Holmes Beach, a 1,256 sfl a / 1,862 
sfur 2bed/2bath/1car home built in 1965 on a 90x130 
lot was sold 12/12/07, Samler to M&E Construction 
Services 2 LLC for $410,000.
 1105 Gulf Drive S., Unit 2, Blue Horizon, Braden-
ton Beach, a 923 sfl a / 935 sfur 2bed/2bath gulfview 
condo built in 1977 was sold 12/13/07, Blue Horizon 
Condominium Developers LLC to Razor for $325,000; 
list $349,000.
 301 Highland Ave., Unit 5, Villas by the Sea, Bra-
denton Beach, a 800 sfur 2bed/1bath pool condo built 
in 1970 was sold 12/14/07, Hereyugo Properties 1 to 
McDonough for $325,000.
 301 Highland Ave., Unit 3, Villas by the Sea, Bra-
denton Beach, a 450 sfur 1bed/1bath pool condo built 
in 1970 was sold 12/14/07, Hereyugo Properties 1 to 
Jimenez for $255,000.
 301 Highland Ave., Unit 3, Villas by the Sea, Bra-
denton Beach, a 450 sfur 1bed/1bath pool condo built 
in 1970 was sold 12/14/07, Hereyugo Properties 1 to 
Lewis for $250,000.
 301 Highland Ave., Unit 3, Villas by the Sea, Bra-
denton Beach, a 450 sfur 1bed/1bath pool condo built 
in 1970 was sold 12/14/07, Hereyugo Properties 1 to 
Mackinnon for $242,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at Gulf-Bay Realty 
of Anna Maria, can be reached at Gulf-Bay 941-778-
7244. 
 Current Island real estate transactions may also be 
viewed online at www.islander.org. Copyright 2007

Hurricane Liquors celebrates one year
Margaret and Paulie Hoffman, along with Alfi e, 
celebrate the fi rst anniversary of Hurricane Liquors, 
5344 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. For more informa-
tion about the store, call 941-779-2337. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Fantasy makes Christmas dreams reality
The Fantasy Travel crew — Ben Mixter, Debbie Crissman, Lorraine Dujardin, Pieter Hahn, Dee Ferreira, 
Joanne Petrow, Mary Holt, Brittanie Brooks and Teresa Margraf — helped collect seven bikes and dozens of 
toys for Manatee Children’s Services and the Salvation Army during the Christmas season. For more informa-
tion about the business or the toy drive, call 941-795-3900. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Chamber 
installs board 
members, 
presents 
honors
The Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of 
Commerce, during 
a banquet at the 
Sandbar Restaurant 
in Anna Maria Nov. 
12, installs 2008 
board members. 
Islander Photos: 
Nancy Ambrose

Rotary Club of Anna 
Maria Island presi-
dent Pam Schlueter, 
left, presents Stewart 
and Trudy Moon, 
right, with the club’s 
business persons of 
the year award. Also 
pictured are the cham-
ber’s Mary Ann Brock-
man and Mark Davis. 
For more information 
about the chamber, 
call 941-778-1541.
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2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build your dream home 
here. Walk the sugar white sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets, 
and see the dolphins swim by. Write your novel here! Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #504998. $1,299,000

TURTLE CRAWL INN, LBK on beach with full Gulf view from 
private balcony on fourth fl oor. 1BR/1BA. On-site offi ce for daily 
or longer rentals. Pool and putting green. Dee Dee Burke or Bill 
Greene, 941-383-5577. #299657. $465,000

RESORT IN PARADISE. Tropical landscaping surrounds six 
charming units, steps from beach. Immaculate, family owned. 
Clientele keep coming back. Possible owner fi nancing. Karen 
Day, 941-778-2246. #529518. $1,650,000

TWO LONGBOAT KEY duplexes, one 200 x90 lot, four 2BR/2BA 
occupied units. Private area. Property backs up to Bayfront Com-
munity Park with 32 acres of walking trails and native vegetation. 
Cathy C. Meldahl P.A., 941-383-5577. #340422. $789,000

VALUE IS IN two lots. Only a few hundred yards from the Gulf. 
Beautiful street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel 
cottage and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $899,500

REDUCED $4,400! 1BR/1BA No age restriction, small pet, lease 
option, updated, ground fl oor, sliding wall makes guest area, 
private lanai. Popular golf community. Carol Codella owner/agent, 
941-778-2246. #560562. $95,000

PERICO BAY CLUB 2 or 3BR/2BA updated, extremely well-kept 
unit with 1368-sf. Two-car-garage, heated common pool, bike 
path, shuffl eboard and more! Mary Schmidt, 941-761-3100. 
#559078. $314,900

GREAT POSSIBILITIES. This 4BR/4BA is ready for creative owner to 
re-do, leave as is or build dream home on large lot. Tropical setting. 
Caged pool/hot tub. Cathy C. Meldahl P.A. and Harry Christensen, 
941-383-5577. #371097. $850,000

ENCHANTED COTTAGE 2BR/1BA plus guest 
bungalow. Royal palms, golden rain tree, steps 
to Gulf beach and bay. Excellent rental history. 
Possible trade for Bradenton condo. Penny 
Bray, 941-778-2246. #568584. $439,000

1950s SINGLE FAMILY - 2BR/2BA with guest 
room and bonus room! Ground-level block 
construction, peek at Gulf and sunsets. Beauti-
fully maintained, room for RV and possibly a 
pool. As-is with right to inspect. Penny Bray, 
941-778-2246. #568737. $489,000

HOLMES BEACH BAYFRONT - Panoramic 
views from this charming 2BR residence with 
southern exposure and private setting. Dock 
and vertical lift, heated pool and short walk 
to the beach. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#566887. $1,185,000

Are You looking for a professional 
to manage your rental property?  

Contact us!

CORNER DUPLEX 2BR/1BA each side, 
elevated, royal palms, mature landscap-
ing, Steps to Gulf beach, bayfront pier, 
shops, restaurants and marina. Excellent 
rental units. Penny Bray, 941-778-2246. 
#568588. $585,000

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-
style home on sailboat water. Boat lift, open 
fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 
or Elfi  Starrett, 941-778-2246. #520397. 
$949,500

LOWEST PRICE IN ANNA MARIA ISLAND CLUB! 
Enjoy walks on white sand beaches that 
stretch for miles or relax around the Gulf-
front pool. Beautifully decorated unit with 
secured elevator. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#568720. $599,000

Beach & Marina Residence Club
Sales Center: 5325 Marina Drive

Local 941.778.1124
Toll Free 866.778.8433

www.TidemarkResorts.com

To view the full development plans,
visit the Sales Center today.

Specifications subject to change. This advertising material is being used for the purpose of soliciting sales of a vacation ownership plan.
Some services require an additional fee. Rendering is an artist’s conceptual illustration; actual details subject to change.

I N T R O D U C I N G  A N N A  M A R I A ’ S  O N LY  
B E A C H  A N D  M A R I N A  R E S I D E N C E  C L U B .  

limited ownership opportunities
available starting at $155,000

o Gulf-front and marina residences

o Pools, fitness center and spa

o Club lodge featuring a private owners’

lounge and game room

o Exclusive owner amenities and services

o 62-slip marina and club boats

KIDS4HIRE Continued

FOR BABYSITTING, PETSITTING or dog walking: 
Call Ariel and Kayla Jennis, twin sophomores at 
Manatee High School. CPR and fi rst-aid certifi ed 
by the Red Cross. 941-778-1746.

ISLAND TUTORING WITH Chris Perez. 15-year-old 
Manatee High School freshman will tutor elemen-
tary or middle school child in math, science and 
English. Available 3:30-5:30pm Monday-Friday, and 
weekends by request. Call 941-778-2979. Refer-
ences on request.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, wash 
away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reasonable, reliable. 
Free estimates, licensed, insured. 941-778-0944. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

SERVICES Continued

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

LOCK AROUND THE Clock: Island locksmith and 
owner Bob Woods. Licensed, bonded and insured. 
941-778-1661 or 941-713-4414. 

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152. 

CHECK MY HOUSE! When you’re away, we stay 
close to home. We provide full house checking ser-
vices - when and what you need - to ensure your 
house is secure and cared for while you are away. 
Call 941-928-8735, or e-mail check.my.house@
verizon.net for details.

UPSCALE NAIL SALON: Nails on the Island. 30 
years experience all phases of nail care. Gift bou-
tique, nail products, handbags, jewelry and sun-
glasses. 9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Call for an 
appointment. Now offering in-home pedicure ser-
vices. 941-713-5244.

ISLAND MERMAIDS CLEANING Co.: Oldest and 
best on Anna Maria! 34 years of grateful, happy 
customers. 941-773-2761.

PREFFERED SOD, ST. Augustine, seville, fl oratom, 
palmetto, zpysia. Also available: rip out, installation, 
irrigation, free estimates. Se habla espanol. Call for 
prices. 941-345-5299.

FLORIDA’S OWN RODNEY Dangerfi eld. Available 
for private parties, corporate events and golf tourna-
ments. Call 781-367-0339.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

SERVICES Continued

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICES. Your home 
and business specialist. On-site service, virus/spy-
ware, cleanup, system setup, upgrades, diagnosis 
and repair, internet/wireless networking, custom 
system design. 941-224-1069.

CAREGIVER FOR THE elderly. 28 years experi-
ence, all duties and appointments. Please call Diana 
941-545-7114.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION, your home 
or mine. Live in or out. All needs attended. 941-748-
3247, 941-713-7380.

COOKS ON CALL. We shop, prepare appetizers 
and meals, serve and clean up. Experienced. Cindy 
941-544-9585.

HOUSECLEANING AND ERRANDS, 17 years 
experience. Good rates. Interior, exterior, painting, 
cleaning, shampooing. Call Kate, 941-448-1466.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!
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ANSWERS TO JAN. 2 PUZZLE

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Site Clean-Up • Yard Waste/Brush
Bobcat Service • All Hauling Needs

Property Clean-Out WE RECYCLE

ANS
Adopt-A-PetAdopt-A-Pet  

SPONSORED BY

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling
Design service • Kitchens and baths
Condo remodels • Patios and decksC

BC
 1

25
34

71 RDI CONSTRUCTION INC.

941-720-7519 • References available

The Secret to having 
a great looking home begins 
with a great looking roof.

27 years experience in Manatee county
Licensed • Insured • State Certifi ed

Manatee Roofi ng  941.792.0992CC
C#

 0
46

94
1 Here is Noel, 

6-week-old 
female lab mix, 
ready in two 
weeks. $80 
adoption fee. 
Call Julie at 
SunCoast Real 
Estate, 941-779-

0202, or Manatee Humane Society, 941-747-
8808.

Island Limousine and
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043  Licensed • Insured • Airport Permitted

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887 M
A

#0
01

75
50

HOW TO RELAX 
ON AN ISLAND…

Your place, 
your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

Painting Services

773-7996

Licensed and Insured

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Your complete irrigation repair company. Call 941-
778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

TREES BY BREEZE Inc.: Custom landscapes, tree 
trimming, property maintenance. Insured. Since 
1988. Chris, 941-778-2837.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $42/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

STRAIGHT SHOT LANDSCAPE. For all your land-
scape needs. Shell $42/yard. Call Shark Mark. 941-
301-6067. 

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Residen-
tial and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-729-
9381.

THE SWISS GARDENER: Full-service landscaping 
and property management. 15 years Island experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Call Allen anytime. Cell 
941-224-8569.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION. Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile sup-
plied and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, 
reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-
3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

GRIFFIN’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS Inc. Handy-
man, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets and 
shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

TILE AND MARBLE Installation:  Many Island refer-
ences. Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen 
Floor Coverings. 941-726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic. # RR0066450.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. 
Island resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take 
pride in my work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 
941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: ENTIRE home renova-
tions. Kitchens, baths, cabinets, drywall, carpentry, 
tile, all fl oor coverings, painting. Free estimates. Call 
941-524-0088.

KITCHEN AND BATH remodeling and custom car-
pentry for your home or condo. Florida state licensed 
builder. CBC1255132. Call John, Gulf Construction. 
28 years of experience. 941-773-6808.

HANDYMAN SERVICES: OVER 35 years experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry, tile, painting, power washing, rescreening 
and remodeling. Forrest Parks Inc. 941-737-5967. 
Emergency calls, 941-708-0676.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. 
Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive distribu-
tor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, cour-
teous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. Lic. 
# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured
761-7511  
& Property Services Inc.

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

TREE SERVICE
Call Now for Free Estimate

941-518-3621
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Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island, LBK, and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFY AND INSTALL BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

UNIQUE TROPICAL GARDENS AND PONDS
All phases of landscape • residential/commercialAll phases of landscape • residential/commercial

hardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plantshardscapes • tiki bars • exotic plants

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9
JACKSON HOLMES - OWNER
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“Your full service glass shop”

941-778-2022

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash 941.725.0073

Completing more than 2,000 jobs on Anna Maria Island
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Impact Hurricane Windows & Doors
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045 LIC# CBC1253145Since 1949

Print an online classifi ed ad submission:
____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

____________  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________

CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individual:  Minimum $12 for up to 15 WORDS. 16-30 words: $20. 31-45 
words: $40. Box: $4. (Phone number is a "word." Spell out all words except 2BR/2BA.)

The classifi ed print and online deadline is NOON Monday
Monday holidays result in deadline at NOON Friday (prior to desired publication date).

Run issue date(s) _________   _________   _________   _________    or TFN start date: ______________

Amt. pd _________________ Date _____________  Ck. No.❏ _________ Cash ❏ _______  By _________

Credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  _____________________________________________________

Name shown on card: ____________________________________________card exp. date ______ / ______

House no. or P.O. box no. on cc bill ________________________Billing address zip code ________________

Your e-mail for renewal reminder: ____________________________________________________________

Web site: www.islander.org E-mail: classifi eds@islander.org
5404 Marina Drive Fax: 941-778-9392
Holmes Beach FL 34217 Phone: 941-778-7978

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

MARIANNE CORRELL
REALTOR

The Big PictureThe Big Picture
It’s all about Real Estate!

(941) 778-6066
mariannebc@aol.com

SUNCOAST TAXI 
When you want – where you want. 

The Islands • Bradenton • Airports • Wherever 
10% senior and bar trade discounts. 

941-727-3333

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach FL 34217
941 778-7978 • email: news@islander.org

In fact, we’re global times 1,400 plus! More than 
1,400 PAID subscribers receive The Islander out of 

town, out of state and out of the United States. We 
go to Alaska, England, Germany, Canada, Hawaii and nearly all 
points in between. These news-hungry subscribers can’t wait to 
get their hands on “the best news on Anna Maria Island.”

We’re Totally Global!

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

PAINTING DONE RIGHT. Reliable and clean. Call 
for estimate. Free house cleaning with job. 941-756-
9595.

POWER WASHER, PAINTER, licensed taxi driver, 
light maintenance hauling. Island resident. Flat 
rates. CJ: 941-224-5969.

FAUCET AND DRAIN repair. 24-hour service. Very 
reasonable rates. “No turd too tough”. 941-301-
6077.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/2BA half duplex. Great loca-
tion, 201 72nd St., Holmes Beach. Very clean, pos-
sible third bedroom or offi ce. Pet OK. $1,200/month. 
CoastLine Accommodations, 941-779-9500.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/2BA, Gulf views. $1,200/
month includes water, cable TV, washer and dryer. 
104 31st St., Holmes Beach. CoastLine Accommo-
dations, 941-779-9500.

CHARMING MONTHLY SEASONAL: Condominium. 
Beach view on Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer. Two screened in-decks. Pool. Cross the 
street on the water. $2,400/month. 813-677-7477.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

CONDO: ANNA MARIA, Shell Point. 2BR/2BA fur-
nished. Ground fl oor on water. Heated pool. Tennis 
court. Covered parking. No pets, smoking. Coin 
laundry. Minimum two months. Seasonal rates. First, 
last, security. 716-861-8016.

MUST SEE: 2BR/1BA. Steps to beach, washer and 
dryer in unit, large pool, free cable and water, newly 
painted and carpeted, small pets OK. Annual $950/
month 941-779-1586. 

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL HOLMES BEACH 2BR/1BA. Great neigh-
borhood, steps to beach, across from bay. $900/
month. Call 941-737-9662.

ANNA MARIA CITY annual ground-level, unfur-
nished 2BR. $825/month plus utilities. Quiet location 
First, security. 941-778-5439.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com. 

SEASONAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA, fully furnished 
ground fl oor duplex with all amenities near Rod 
and Reel pier. No smokers and no pets, available 
December 1. Discount for longer stays, $1,200/
month 941-228-0603.

SANDPIPER RESORT 55 plus, 2BR/1BA. $500 
deposit, annual $650/month, seasonal $1,100/
month plus tax. Upgraded, turnkey furnished, car-
port, laundry and clubhouse. No smoking/pets. 
Water views. 941-778-9504 or 9.41-545-8923.

FURNISHED “TURNKEY” APARTMENT. Clean, 
cozy 2BR/1BA. Short walk to the beach, restau-
rants, trolley, shops and bars. $1,500/month. Can 
e-mail pictures. Available now thru March 2008. 
813-892-4768.

GULF VIEWS: ONLY 30 yards to beach. 3BR/1BA, 
ground-level home with porch. Dead end on Avenue 
F, Holmes Beach. No pets, nonsmoking. $1,050/
month-plus. Yearly lease. Call owner, cell 800-894-
1950.

FOR RENT: ANNA Maria. Beautiful remodeled 
3BR/2BA, 200 feet from the Gulf. Available Janu-
ary 2008-March 2008. Weekly or monthly. Call 941-
778-7933.

AVAILABLE RENTALS FOR winter 2008. 1BR/1BA 
apartment, central Holmes Beach, $1,750/month. 
2BR/1BA apartment, west of Gulf Drive, $1,900-
$2,000/month. 2BR/2BA north Anna Maria home, 
$2,600/month. 3BR/2BA home, Bean Point area, 
$3,200/month. 3BR/2BA great Gulf views, Anna 
Maria, $3,600/month. 2BR/2BA, canal and pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,300/month. 3BR/2BA pool, 
Holmes Beach, $3,800/month. Luxury Gulffront 
condo, Holmes Beach, $5,600/month. Luxury 
3BR/2BA with Jacuzzi, north Anna Maria, $5,600/
month. Some available weekly or monthly. Call 
Green Real Estate, 941-778-0455. www.greenreal.
com. 

DRS
DRS 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC

941-798-3112

8008 SECOND AVE. W. • BRADENTON FL 34209

DAVID 
SPICER

STATE CERTIFIED 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

CBC 059098

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9am til noon, or by appointment (weekends)
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Learn more about us at: www.paverbrickstore.com
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 32

RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTALS: Anna Maria 2BR/1BA screened 
lanai, washer and dryer, $890/month. Fran Maxon 
Real Estate, 941-778-2307. franmaxonrealestate.
com

VACATION RENTALS: AVAILABLE winter 2008. 
Starting at $2,100/month. Call Fran Maxon Real 
Estate, 941-778-2307. franmaxonrealestate.com 

SEASONAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR canal 
home. Steps to the beach. Newly remodeled inside 
and out. Available January and April. Call 813-245-
0428.

1BR/1BA ANNUAL. $875/month, heated pool, 
washer and dryer, fenced, carport, yard care, water, 
sewer and trash included. 202-A Haverkos Court. 
Available Jan. 1. First fl oor, reference and lease. 
941-720-1006

TOWNHOUSE 3BR/2.5BA, end unit, 2.5 car 
garage. Washer/dryer, cable, pool and lawn ser-
vice included. Near beaches. No smoking and no 
pets. $1,300/month plus deposit. 847-530-8833 or 
941-778-9710.

ANNUAL, BEAUTIFUL, LARGE 2BR/2BA, Florida 
room, dishwasher, washer-dryer hookup, car-
port, $1,000. 2BR/1BA apartment, $725/month. 
1BR/1BA, $700/month. No pets. Dolores M. Baker 
Realty 941-778-7500.

ON THE BEACH! Condo appraised recently at  
$510,000. Now only $385,000. Beautifully remod-
eled 2BR/2BA, granite counter tops, pools. 941-
761-1923.

CANCELLATION FORCES DISCOUNT for Janu-
ary and Febuary. 2BR/2BA Gulffront condo fully fur-
nished. Bradenton Beach. Call Camellia Properties, 
866-661-6622.

ANNUAL 2BR/1BA DUPLEX 54th Street. $895/
month, including garbage, large backyard, pets 
considered, available immediately. 941-795-0504.

RENTALS Continued

ISLAND PARADISE HOME Jewfi sh Key: 3BR/2BA. 
Accessed by boat only. Relax, watch dolphins and 
osprey from your own gazebo, fi sh from own dock. 
Deep-water dockage for 40-foot plus. $3,000/
monthly or $2,000 plus utilities annually. Call 865-
850-6137 or 941-383-1301.

REAL ESTATE

NEW LAKEFRONT CONDOS: From mid-$200s. 
Minutes to beach, one block south of Manatee 
Avenue on 67th Street. Models open daily. Hidden 
Lake Real Estate, 941-761-0444. www.hiddenlake-
condominiums.com.

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 2BR/2BA, located 
steps to the beach and Intracostal. Unit has two 
fl oors above parking. Remodeled interior and exte-
rior. $350,000, Call 813-245-0428. 

DUPLEX ON TWO lots for sale. Both units 
2BR/1.5BA, elevated, park under building. Two 
deeded lots, one duplex. $710,000. 941-730-2606.

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! $625,000. 404 21st Place, Bradenton 
Beach by owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE 2BR/2.5BA, townhouse, 
large living room, pool, storm shutters, $479,000. 
941-722-0640 or 941-301-9088.

COMPLETELY RENOVATED MOBILE home. 
2BR/1BA. Nice size lot 16th Street, West Braden-
ton. $69,500. 941-538-0225.

FOR SALE: ANNA Maria City canal home. Steps 
to the beach. Remodeled inside and out. 2BR/2BA. 
Boat dock and lift. This is an outstanding place. 813-
245-0428.

VILLAGE GREEN: 2BR/2BA, two-car garage villas 
$145,000 to $259,900. Denise Langlois, Coldwell 
Banker, 941-725-4425.

REAL ESTATE Continued

SPACIOUS 1BR/1BA condo (917 sf). Covered park-
ing, fi shing pier, two pools, boat dock, tennis court 
and elevator. End unit in excellent condition, turnkey 
furnished. $255,000. 941-779-0005.

BEST CONDO VALUE Martinique South, top fl oor 
with best view and access. 2BR/2BA remodeled 
with garage, security and hurricane glass. $599,000, 
make an offer. Call Paul Mitchell 941-737-3424, Ted 
Geeraerts Real Estate.

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS from this 2BR/2BA 
Bradenton Beach condo. Tommy Bahama-style fur-
nishings, washer and dryer in unit, kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel. Complex has pool, spa, tennis court, 
boat slips, fi shing pier. $519,000. Owner at 941-388-
5238 or 941-447-2061.

Lot For Mobile Home. Water view. Boat ramp avail-
able. Finally reasonable Florida living! $120,000. 
513-470-3851.

FOR SALE: SUNBOW Bay (across from publix) 
condo 2BR/2BA, renovated, furnished, decorated, 
very well equipped. Two pools, tennis court, fi shing 
pier. Elevator, garage, storage. $350,000. Call 941-
778-2042 or fvanmechelen@hotmail.com.

ANNA MARIA CORNER lot. Near beach and Rod & 
Reel Pier. $450,000. Good Earth Realty, 813-784-
0239.

MUST SELL: ELEVATED concrete duplex. 2/BR per 
side. 3,500 sf. Block to beach. $429,900. 941-807-
5449.

5400CONDO: 2BR/1.5BA. Gulffront complex with 
two pools. Great location, 55-plus. www.cflreal-
estateonline.com/condo. $305,000. 863-412-2612.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

COASTAL GEORGIA .5-plus acre, $89,900. Incred-
ible community, water and marsh views. Year-round 
temperate weather. Near Golden Isles. Enjoy boat-
ing, fi shing, walking, family/retirement living. Great 
fi nancing available. Call 888-513-9958.
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Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

9308 Gulf Dr. 
Key West-style, 7 houses from 
beach!  2300 sq. ft.  open plan 
w/cherry and teak floors. French 
doors lead to wrap around porch.  

$799,900

512 59th St  
Luxurious Italianate 6BR villa 
style with gorgeous finishes, 
lagoon pool and putting green.  
Bay views with dock.  

$3,490,000

306 S. Gulf
The Gulf is your back yard! 
Adorable beachfront retreat.  
Currently used as duplex.  
Large lot, zoned commercial. 
Investment! $1,790,000

Palm Isle Village nestled just steps from the Gulf is the charming maintenance free Village of Palm 
Isle.  Only 11 units and each is designer furnished and beautifully maintained. Sucessful rental pro-
gram in place makes for a great investment too.  

From the $500,000’s.

113 S. 3rd St 
½ block to beach or bay! Lovely 
3/2.5 home with open plan, 
good storage and shop off  
basement could be office. 

$799,000

INTRODUCING

NEW LISTING

210 S. Harbor Dr.
New St. Augustine 4/4 with 
dock and pool.  Block to 
beach! Beautifully finished w/
granite and hardwood. 

$999,000

 

NEW LISTING

408 S. Bay 
Bayfront with beach. Contem-
porary retreat 2/2 + den, bonus 
room and 2 decks.  Watch dol-
phins and cruise ships!  

$1,399,000 

 

Anna Maria and Mike Carleton are happy 
to help you with your sales, rental and 

property management needs.
9903 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria • 941.779.9500

www.coastlinerealtor.com • www.coastlineaccommodations.com

Simply the Best

29 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

LUXURY GULFFRONT The fi nest condo Anna Maria 
has to offer. 3BR/3BA beautifully furnished. High ceil-
ings, windows on all four sides. Enclosed secure garage, 
pool and spa. $1,925,000.

Large offi ce and large apartment in the center of 
the Holmes Beach shopping area. Lots of storage and 
over 3,000 sq.ft. under roof. Zoned for duplex and has 
12,844 sq. ft. of land. $550,000.

(941) 778-2291
419 Pine Ave. • 419 Pine Ave. • Anna MariaAnna Maria

www.betsyhills.comwww.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate,Betsy Hills Real Estate,  P.A.P.A.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

5,000-SF CUSTOM-built home on 10 acres. 
Includes stocked pond, dock, pond house, located 
10 minutes south of Tifton, Ga. Great location! Call 
Norris Bishop Realty at 229-890-1186.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS: LOG cabin shell on two 
private acres near very wide trout stream in the 
Galax area and New River State Park. $139,500. 
Owner 866-789-8535.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place clas-
sifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure server? 
Check it out at www.islander.org, where you can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon on Tuesday.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY All real estate 
advertising herein is subject to the Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination Familial status includes children 
under age of 18 living with parents or legal custodi-
ans, pregnant women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll-free at (800) 669-9777, 
for the hearing impaired (0) (800) 543-8294.

HOW TO ADVERTISE in the Islander Classifi eds: 
DEADLINE: MONDAY NOON for Wednesday publi-
cation. CLASSIFIED RATES for business or individ-
ual: Minimum $10 for up 20 words. Each additional 
word over 20 words is 50¢. Box: $3. Ads must be 
paid in advance. Classifi ed ads may be submitted 
through our secure Web site: www.islander.org or 
faxed to (941) 778-9392 or delivered/mailed to 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. We are 
located next to Ooh La La! in the Island Shopping 
Center. More information:(941) 778-7978.

DON’T FORGET! The Islander has “mullet” T-shirts. 
Stop in our offi ce at 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach or order online www.islander.org.

9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COMMUNITY COFFEE EACH 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

7-8:30 AM

Sandy Rich Realty
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