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Longboat study: 
Bradenton Beach 

roundabout creates 
traffi c congestion

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 A just completed study of traffi c congestion on 
the barrier islands in Sarasota and Manatee County 
claims that the “northbound capacity of the mini-round-
about” at Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach needs to be 
increased to alleviate a growing traffi c problem.
 Longboat Key town commissioners presented the 
$35,000 study from University of South Florida’s Center 
for Urban Transportation Research at the June 20 Coali-
tion of Barrier Island Elected Offi cials meeting.
 The CUTR study, commissioned by Longboat Key, 
encompassed traffi c patterns from Bradenton Beach to 
St. Armands Circle and offered potential solutions to 
each identifi ed problem.
 The Bradenton Beach roundabout is apparently a 
guilty culprit for traffi c back-up on Gulf Drive, par-
ticularly during the winter tourist season, the study 
indicated.
 One solution, according to the study, is to add an 
additional lane from just south of the roundabout on 
the east side of Gulf Drive to the Cortez Road-Gulf 
Drive intersection and make the lane only for right turns 
onto Cortez Bridge. Another suggestion is to remove 
the roundabout completely and operate the Gulf Drive-
Bridge Street intersection as a two-way stop sign. A 
traffi c signal “is not warranted,” the study said.
 Vehicles enroute from Longboat Key to the main-
land driving north on State Road 789 (Gulf Drive) 
through Bradenton Beach can be slowed by up to four 
minutes because of congestion caused by the round-
about, especially during the winter season, the study 
alleges.
 The study also identifi ed the 20-minute intervals to 
raise the Cortez Bridge as a cause of traffi c congestion, 
but noted the U.S. Coast Guard has now changed the 
times to raise the drawbridge to 30-minute intervals, and 
this should reduce congestion, the study noted.
 The congestion found at the roundabout and at 
the Cortez Road-Gulf Drive intersection, along with a 
traffi c problem identifi ed at St. Armands Circle, “sig-
nifi cantly affects the quality of travel for residents and 
tourists between the barrier islands and mainland.”
 Bradenton Beach City Commissioner Bill Shearon, 
who was the only Bradenton Beach representative at the 
meeting, said he would ensure that the study is placed on 
an upcoming city commission agenda, but declined com-
ment until he’d had time to review the study in depth.
 A copy of the study can be found at Longboat Key’s 
Web site, which is www.longboatkey.org.

John Barker of Holmes Beach titles his all-for-one, one-for-all shot of Islanders Adam Woods, left, Chris 
Adkins and Jacob and Shelby Barker “The Four Musketeers.” Barker is the third winner in the six weeks of 
Top Notch, with prizes including front page placement for his photo and an Islander newspaper “more-than-
a-mullet wrapper” T-shirt. His entry will go into the pool of weekly winners to be eligible for the grand prize 
of $100 from the newspaper and a bevy of gift certifi cates and prizes from Islander advertisers. See page 8 for 
contest information — three weeks remain. 

Anna Maria ousts Donohue
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 In what Anna Maria Mayor Fran Barford termed 
strictly a cost-cutting move, building offi cial Kevin 
Donohue was dismissed from his $90,000-plus per year 
position June 18.
 At a hastily called special city commission meeting 
June 20, Barford said that it had become apparent to her 
that the duties of the building offi cial had declined the 

past year as the Island’s real 
estate and new construction 
market has stalled.  With the 
city facing state-mandated 
budget cuts, she said, the 
time has come to look at 
“outsourcing” the building 
department duties.
 “The city will save 
about $40,000 annually by 
outsourcing,” she told the 
commission as she pre-

sented a proposal from M.T. Causley Inc. of Miami 
for part-time building offi cial duties. The company is 
currently providing building offi cial services in Bra-
denton Beach for the same rates.
 The proposal would pay Causley $52,000 per year, 
or $1,000 per week. In return, the company would pro-
vide a part-time building offi cial at city hall, who would 
be present for half the day. The offi cial would be one of 
two certifi ed offi cials currently working for Causley in 
Bradenton Beach.
Under the proposed terms, Causley would provide its 
own vehicles and cellular telephones.
 Barford noted that, by outsourcing, the city will 
save a considerable amount of money and still provide 
a proper “level of service” because of the decreased 
demands for building offi cial services. Should the situa-
tion change and the real estate and construction industry 
enter into another boom period, Barford said the city 

can renegotiate a new contract with Causley.
 No other bids were submitted to the commission for 
consideration. The bid process was not competitive and 
is not required to be, said city attorney Jim Dye. In his 
opinion, there’s nothing in the city code that requires 
competitive bids for services.
 Barford said she asked Causley to submit a pro-
posal because they were already in Bradenton Beach 
and there would be no interruption of building offi cial 
services in Anna Maria.
 While she could have asked Holmes Beach to pro-
vide interim building offi cial services under an exist-
ing inter-local agreement with that city, that’s only 
a short-term solution, Barford said. That would not 
place a building offi cial at Anna Maria City Hall for 
at least four hours every day as the Causley proposal 
provides.
 Commissioners agreed and voted unanimously to 
direct Dye to draw up a contract for services with Cau-
sley.
 But not everyone cheered Barford’s decision.
 Former Anna Maria Mayor SueLynn, who hired 
Donohue in 2003, said she was “appalled” to learn that 
he was called in Monday, June 18, without any prior 
warning and summarily dismissed. 
 Donohue brought “professionalism” to the build-
ing department and streamlined its operation, SueLynn 
said. Additionally, he got the city’s fl ood insurance 
premiums lowered signifi cantly through his expertise, 
clarifi ed a number of ambiguous city codes, got a Web 
site for the building department up and running, and 
placed all city building codes and procedures on com-
puter discs to make it easier for contractors to obtain 
information.
 His two weeks severance pay was a “slap in the 
face,” she said. If Donohue could be fi red so easily, the 
remainder of the city staff “must be worried” that their 
jobs are in jeopardy.

Donohue

Anna Maria hosts farewell 
gathering for MCSO 
Sgt. Kenney July 6

 The city of Anna Maria will hold a reception for 
Sgt. John Kenney of the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce Friday, July 6.
 The event will take place from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
in the commission chambers at Anna Maria City Hall, 
10005 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
 Kenney is not leaving the sheriff’s offi ce, but he is 
heading off the Island for duty on the mainland.
 The city’s invitation to the farewell gathering said, 
“Although we are sad to see him go, we would like you to 
help us celebrate his future endeavors. Please join us.”
 For more information, call 941-708-6134.PLEASE SEE DONOHUE, NEXT PAGE

Third weekly winner: Top notch kids
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 “I take exception to what you’ve done,” suelynn 
told Barford and the commission.
 Barford, however, took full responsibility for 
Donohue’s dismissal. 
 “There’s never an easy way to do this,” she said, 
noting that Donohue had made it clear that he planned 
on leaving the city at some point. He had recently 
applied for the Bradenton Beach building offi cial’s 
position and has formed his own consulting fi rm.
 Barford said she was also concerned that one day, 
Donohue would come in and tell her he was leaving, 
putting the city in a bind for building official ser-
vices.
 “I did what I had to do. Let’s leave it at that,” Bar-
ford said.
 Donohue said he had no comment on his dismissal 
at this time, but indicated he understood how diffi cult 
the decision was for the mayor.

Donohue ousted from city job
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TDC wants Island input for offshore races at Coquina
Pit row
Organizers of 
the Offshore 
Super Series 
boat racing 
events would 
like to use this 
area of Coquina 
Beach in Sep-
tember 2008 as 
“pit row” for its 
boats and crews 
if a proposed 
weekend of races 
is approved by 
Manatee County. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 A proposal by the Offshore Super Series boat racing 
organization to the Manatee County Tourism Devel-
opment Council June 18 to hold a weekend of races 
in September 2008 at Coquina Beach met with tacit 
approval from the TDC. However members want to 
hear from the three Island cities before entering into 
any formal agreement to host the event.
 OSS organizers had wanted the TDC to sign on the 
dotted line at the meeting and fund the event. The OSS 
asked the TDC for a $10,000 deposit with a commit-
ment for the remaining $85,000 to be paid to the OSS 
after a signed contract.
 But TDC chairman, County Commissioner Joe 
McClash, balked at making a hasty decision.
 “There’s no economic data, and I’m reluctant to 
approve anything before the Island cities approve. It’s 
a great concept, but I think the $10,000 should come 
from the private sector,” he said.
 He suggested the OSS make a formal presentation 
to each Island city and return to the TDC with those 

blessings, particularly from Bradenton Beach, which 
would be the city most affected by the event. Hosting 
the race would be an “intense obligation” and the TDC 
would need a solid organizing committee to put on a 
fi rst-class event, he observed.
 TDC member and Holmes Beach City Commis-
sioner Sandy Haas-Martens agreed. “I defi nitely want 
to hear from the Island cities fi rst.”
 TDC member Kent Davis was enthusiastic in his 
support of the proposal, noting that the race would be 
broadcast on a national cable network and reach 60 
million viewers. “It’s a world-class event to showcase 
our area.”
 But board member David Teitelbaum observed 
candidly that “money is tough,” particularly with the 
recent budget constraints placed on the county by the 
Florida Legislature.
 Even though the TDC is funded through the “bed 
tax” revenues and not Manatee County, Teitelbaum said 
he would prefer that primary sponsorship come from 
private sources in the community, not the TDC.
 Misty Velasquez of the OSS said the event should 
attract between 15,000 and 20,000 spectators for the 

weekend races. Racing along Coquina Beach is a plus 
because fans can see the offshore action from the beach, 
she said.
 While the “free advertising” of Anna Maria Island 
on the network is a bonus, the major winners will be 
the Island’s restaurants and hotels, she said.
 But the TDC would like some hard economic 
data in addition to approval from the Island cities, 
McClash observed, and it needs that information rather 
quickly.
 The OSS wants a decision by August to begin pre-
paring for a September 2008 race date, and Anna Maria 
Island is not the only host location under consideration, 
Velasquez said.
 The TDC, however, declined to be backed into a 
corner. There are a litany of issues to consider, not the 
least of which are parking, law enforcement and rest 
room facilities on Coquina Beach, McClash noted.
 To further complicate the proposal, the OSS would 
want the southern half of Coquina Beach blocked off 
to be used as the pit area for the race boats and crews. 
The county commission would have to approve any 
contract with the OSS.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
June 28, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf Drive, 941-708-
6130, www.cityofannamaria.com.

Bradenton Beach 
June 28, 1 p.m., city commission work meeting. 
Agenda: emergency management update, community 
redevelopment agency membership discussion and 
board membership.
July 5, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
941-778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
None scheduled.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
941-708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
Governments in Anna Maria City, Bradenton Beach, 
Holmes Beach and Longboat Key will be closed on 
the Fourth of July. 

Judge boots Nally v. Anna Maria lawsuit
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 A lawsuit fi led by William and Barbara Nally of 
Spring Avenue against the Anna Maria City Commis-
sion for its approval of the Sandbar Restaurant site plan 
has been quashed by Manatee County Circuit Court 
Judge Paul Logan.
 Logan ruled on June 13 that the Nallys petition for 
a writ of certiorari “is hereby denied.”
 Logan reviewed eight separate components of the 
petition, fi led by attorney Dan Lobeck on behalf of 
the Nallys, including denial of the Nallys due process 
rights. Logan found that the Nallys “were given notice 
and an opportunity to be heard and, thus, their due pro-
cess rights were not violated.”

 Logan also found “substantial competent evidence” 
to support the commission’s decision to approve the 
site plan, including the Sandbar’s cooler, traffi c pattern, 
stormwater drainage and parking lots not owned by the 
restaurant, but used in the site plan.
 The court’s function, however, is very limited 
regarding certiorari review, said Logan, and does not 
extend to directing that any particular action be taken.
 “The court is not allowed to re-weigh the evidence 

to substitute its judgment for that of the municipality,” 
he said.
 While Logan’s decision may spell the end of this 
particular legal action, the Nallys still have a lawsuit 
fi led against the Sandbar Restaurant that has not yet 
been heard in court.
 Sandbar owner Ed Chiles said it would not be 
appropriate for him to comment on a legal action 
between the Nallys and the city.

Sizzling on the street
West Manatee Fire Rescue’s Kurt Lathrop, a deputy fi re marshal, and AmeriCorps/Vista’s Debbie Walsh grill 
hamburgers and smoke turkey legs in a lot alongside Island Bazaar on Bridge Street in Bradenton Beach June 
23. The store’s event helped raise money to provide safety kits and training for area K-9 teams. The event also 
marked the business’ anniversary and featured live ska and reggae music. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Utility work requires road 
closure, water disruption

 Water to the north half of Anna Maria Island will 
be shut off from about 11 p.m. Thursday, June 28, to 7 
a.m. Friday, June 29.
 Manatee County’s utility operations needs to shut 
off the water for work on water lines in the vicinity of 
48th and 49th streets in Holmes Beach.
 Once water service is restored on Friday, the county 
will encourage residents to boil water as a precaution.
 Also, the utility operations department will be 
diverting traffi c from the intersection of 49th Street 
and Second Avenue in Holmes Beach through Friday, 
June 29.
 For more information, call 941-792-8811, 5292.

Pavilion concept 
heads to 

county commission, 
Island cities

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 A proposal by the non-profi t Legacy Inc. to con-
struct a 2,500-seat performing arts pavilion on Coquina 
Beach found favor with the Tourism Development 
Council at its June 18 meeting.
 But that’s just a dabble of good news for Legacy 
Inc., whose members include Bradenton Beach Mayor 
John Chappie and Island real estate agent Barry 
Gould.
 Next comes the hard part. Convincing the Manatee 
County Board of County Commissioners to support the 
proposal — perhaps with some funding — and getting 
approval from the three Island cities, particularly Bra-
denton Beach, the city that would be most impacted by 
such a facility.
 Now that the Bradenton Beach Performing Arts 
Pavilion and Nature Center has the unoffi cial support 
of the TDC, the next step in what is likely a lengthy 
process is to make a presentation to the county com-
mission.
 “We’re going to have a meeting on how to make 
that presentation in the very near future,” said Gould. 
Legacy Inc. might decide to visit the Island cities fi rst 
for support before seeking an audience with the county 
commission, he indicated.
 TDC member and Holmes Beach City Commis-

sioner Sandy Haas-Martens said she believes the pavil-
ion is a great idea. “We like the concept. The pavilion 
can be used for so many different events outside of 
tourism.”
 But the cost of the facility may eventually prove too 
much of an obstacle. The current estimate of the struc-
ture is $5 million. Gould emphasized that Legacy III 
plans to solicit most of the funding from private sources, 
but local municipalities could also contribute.

Boating speed at Bean Point questioned
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 “Someone’s going to get hit and killed out here,” 
said Anna Maria resident Charles Daniel, as he stood 
on the beach at Bean Point and looked to the water.
 As if on cue, a motorboat cut around the northern 
end of the Island, between the shore and a sandbar that’s 
an easy swim from the beach.
 Daniel, a frequent visitor to Bean Point, wants 
Manatee County to require boats to slow down on the 
edge of Bean Point, where people often swim or, at low 
tide, wade out to the sandbar.
 He is not the fi rst person to contact county offi -
cials about the issue, according to Bill O’Shea, coastal 
programs manager for the county’s conservation lands 
management department.
 In 2004, the county adopted a boating safety ordi-
nance that provided for a slow/no-wake zone within 
300 yards of the shoreline at Bean Point. The ordinance 
also provided for a speed limit of 25 miles per hour in 
the channel at Bean Point.
 During the public review of the ordinance three 
years ago, the county received many requests from 
boaters pushing for the 25-mph speed zone.
 “A lot of boaters don’t want to be forced way out,” 
O’Shea said.
 When the speed limit was set, the channel along 
Bean Point from Tampa Bay to the Gulf of Mexico 
extended several hundred yards from the beach. Now a 
large sandbar exists, narrowing the channel and forcing 
boats closer to shore, sometimes within 15 yards.

 Daniel said he witnessed some close calls at Bean 
Point this past spring, with boats coming too close to 
swimmers.
 So, he is calling on the county to take emergency 
action and “for the time being initiate a slow/no wake 
zone along the Beach Point beach area.”
 Daniel said his request makes sense — changes 
in road conditions force emergency changes in speed 
limits.
 “I am sure that if this area were a two- or four-lane 
highway and a landslide or other situation narrowed the 
width of existing lanes, the posted speed limit would 
be greatly decreased for public safety,” he said. “That 
is the same logical resolution for this situation.”
 O’Shea said any change in the speed limit would 
require a vote of the board of county commissioners.
 “There’s no quick fi x,” he said last week.
 However, county offi cials are working on other 
changes to the boating safety ordinance that may be 
taken up in August. So, if a change is deemed neces-
sary at Bean Point, it could be folded into the pending 
revision, O’Shea said.
 County offi cials planned to meet with Anna Maria 
City offi cials July 11 to discuss the issue.
 He noted that while some people have raised con-
cerns about boating at Bean Point, others have raised 
concerns about swimming at Bean Point.
 “There are people who think that with the rip-tides 
it is not really a safe place to go swimming,” O’Shea 
said, adding that navigating a solution to residents’ con-
cerns would “be a balancing act.”
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Island readies for Independence Day

July 4, then and now
 An estimated 2.5 million people lived in the 
nation in July 1776, according to the “Historical 
Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times 
to 1970.”
 An estimated 302 million people are living 
in the nation now, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 “Dad, can we get some sparklers?” asked Makia 
Palu. 
 The 5-year-old’s plea in the store aisle made clear 
that she believed sparklers and stink bombs were nec-
essary to celebrating life and liberty and her pursuit of 
happiness.
 Frank Palu knew he needed to think fast if he was 
to preserve his peace and tranquility on Independence 
Day. “Those are the wrong kind of fi reworks,” the father 
said. “We’re going to see big ones at the beach.”
 Makia was pacifi ed, and her enthusiasm for pyro-
technic boom and bloom will be satisfi ed on July 4, 
when she and her family set up their chairs along the 
Gulf shore in Anna Maria for the annual fi reworks show 
sponsored by the Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., 
Anna Maria.
 Historians say that American settlers used fi re-
works to celebrate Independence Day six years before 
they won the Revolutionary War and one year after 
the Continental Congress approved the Declaration of 
Independence, putting the 13 colonies on the road to 
freedom as a sovereign nation.
 Today, people in the 50 states observe the national 
holiday with barbecues, parades and fi reworks, includ-
ing citizens on the 7-mile stretch of Anna Maria 
Island.
 The celebrating on the Island will begin on Tues-
day, July 3, the eve of Independence Day, with a fi re-
works display at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf 
Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 The show, with the fi reworks provided by Bell’s 
Fireworks from St. Petersburg, will begin at dusk.
 “We celebrate a day early to get the party started,” 
said Caryn Hodge of the Chiles Restaurant Group, 
which owns the Sandbar and BeachHouse restau-
rants. 
 Hodge invited people to book a “VIP table” at the 
restaurant or “just bring a blanket and your friends to 
the beach for a one-of-a-kind show.”
 The celebration continues on Wednesday, July 4, 
beginning with the annual Anna Maria Island Privateers 
Independence Day parade.
 The parade steps off from Coquina Beach at 10 a.m. 
and travels north through Bradenton Beach, Holmes 
Beach and Anna Maria to Bayfront Park at the northern 
end of the Island. The theme is “The good old US of 
A — Red, White and Blue” and paradegoers should 

expect to see a multitude of pirates and elected offi -
cials, business representatives, fl ying beads and fl oats 
of many sizes and shapes — but in patriotic colors.
 Following the parade, the Privateers invite parade-
goers to join them for pulled pork and corn-on-the-cob 
at Cafe on the Beach, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. During the reggae-infl uenced 
after-parade party, the group will announce the win-
ners of the Privateers 2007 college scholarships. A 
total of $17,500 will be awarded to Manatee County 
students.
 Also, the Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key 
Chamber of Commerce celebrates the holiday with a 
parade, live music, games and a picnic along Bay Isles 
Road beginning at 9 a.m.
 Meanwhile, in Bradenton, a patriotic program will 
take place at the American Legion Kirby Stewart Post 
24, 2000 75th St. W., Bradenton. The post will host a 
July 4 concert and a barbecue.

 Another fi reworks show is scheduled to take place 
on the Island on July 4. The Sandbar Restaurant, 100 
Spring Ave., Anna Maria, holds its annual fi reworks 
show at dusk on the beach in Anna Maria.
 “For 20 years, every July 4, the Sandbar has been 
treating the public to a spectacular fi reworks show,” 
Hodge said. “This year is no exception. It is the best 
show around.”
 In addition to the display in the sky, the Sandbar 
will feature live music.
 Fireworks displays also will take place in Palmetto 
and Sarasota on July 4.
 The Palmetto festivities begin at 11 a.m. along the 
Manatee Riverwalk and include, in addition to the fi re-
works over the river, a musical performance by rockers 
Edgar Winter and Rick Derringer.
 The Fireworks Over The Bay celebration will take 
place in Sarasota Bayfront Park at dusk, about 9:30 
p.m.
 Sarasota’s display will take place in conjunction 
with the 23rd annual Suncoast Offshore Grand Prix 
Festival, which raises money for the Suncoast Founda-
tion for the Handicapped.
 The highlight of the festival is the powerboat race, 
which will take place Sunday, July 1, with the best 
viewing spot at Lido Beach.
 The race will run from New Pass to Big Pass, a 
course that’s about 6.5 miles long. The course is differ-
ent from previous years, primarily because Super Boat 
International regulations require a race to be no more 
than 10 miles and no less than 5 miles. The previous 
Offshore Grand Prix course was about 13 miles. With 
about 50 boats entered in the grand prix, two heats are 
scheduled on race day — 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
 Other Offshore Grand Prix events include a festival 
parade of boats, a motorcycle ride, parties, a brunch 
with the boat drivers and the fi reworks show.
 While professional fi reworks shows will take place 
on the Island and on the mainland, local law enforce-
ment offi cers will be busy trying to keep illegal fi re-
works from going off.
 In Manatee County, if a fi rework goes up in the air 
or goes “boom,” it’s a “no-no,” said Lt. John Cosby of 
the Bradenton Beach Police Department. It is a misde-
meanor to both sell or possess such fi reworks. What is 
legal for private use are novelty items such as snakes, 
smoke bombs, party poppers, sparklers and snappers.
 Local law enforcement offi cials in the three Island 
cities said they would be watching for illegal fi reworks 
use, especially on the crowded beaches July 3 and July 
4.
 “On July 3, we’ll probably have 10,000 or 15,000 
people on the beach here,” Cosby said.
 He said if offi cers see someone setting off illegal 
fi reworks, they will issue a warning, followed by a cita-
tion if there’s a second complaint.
 “We will enforce it if we see it,” Cosby said.

 Have a safe and happy Fourth of July on the beach watching the fi reworks. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

Framing the 
fi reworks

 Fireworks can be a challenge for photographers 
— amateur or professional. We found tips for our read-
ers from the staff photographers with the Smithsonian 
Institution, who see their share of fi reworks on the 
National Mall:
 • When considering a viewing location, look for 
something identifi able to include in frames — such as 
a structure or water.
 • Find out which way the wind is blowing and select 
a position upwind to shoot the fi reworks, leaving the 
smoke in the background, where it refl ects light.
 • Make sure there are no background lights — a 
porch light or a street lamp — in the frame, which will 
show up as a white blob.
 • Use a camera that can be controlled manually.
 • Choose a lens that works with the shot — a fast 
lens isn’t necessary.
 • Think of fi reworks as an artifi cial light source.
 • Plan for long exposure times — from just under a 
second to more than 15 seconds — and plan to bracket 
shots.
 • Always use a tripod.
 • Try using a cable release, so you can sit back and 
enjoy the show and also to reduce camera shake.
 • If you generally leave a polarizing fi lter on your 
lens, take it off.
 Follow these guidelines and perhaps this Indepen-
dence Day you just may capture the image to win The 
Islander’s Top Notch Photo Contest. 
 For details on the contest, see the rules and entry 
form in this issue on page 8.

State urges 
boating safety for 

busy holiday 
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 In the first four months of 2007, state officials 
reported a record number of fatal boating accidents — 
32 in all.
 If the pace continues, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission law enforcement offi cers 
said 2007 fatalities would set a record.
 During the busy July 4 holiday week, FWC, as 
well as other law enforcement agencies, will expand 
its presence along the coasts and on rivers and lakes.
 The No. 1 cause of boating deaths in Florida is drown-
ing, according to FWC statistics, prompting law enforce-
ment offi cers to urge boaters to wear life jackets.
 “With the high comfort level and freedom of move-
ment provided by the new generation of affordable 
Coast Guard-approved infl atable life jackets, there’s 
no good reason not to wear one,” said FWC spokesman 

PLEASE SEE BOATING, NEXT PAGE
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Creating fi ne homes & distinctive renovations throughout the Islands

CGC037613

29 Avenue of the Flowers • Longboat Key
FL 34228 • 941-926-2527

3438 Duck Avenue, Suite 102 • Key West
FL 33040 • 305-292-9557

CAMP EDISON

 Grades K-12
 Accredited college- 

 prep curriculum
 • Core classes in all  
  disciplines
 • AP offerings
 • ACT/SAT prep   
  within curriculum
 • Music, art, fi tness,  
  electives

 Active college
 placement program

Edison Academic CenterEdison Academic Center
“All progress, all success stems from thinking.” Thomas Alva Edison

Register now for 2007-2008

Call to schedule an appointment or visit Edison Academic Center
For enrollment or tuition information.

941-794-3630  7431 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton

The unanimous 
declaration…

 The Declaration of Independence was signed 
on July 4, 1776, by 56 people — Button Gwinnett, 
Lyman Hall and and George Walton of Georgia; 
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes and John Penn  of 
North Carolina; Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hey-
ward Jr., Thomas Lynch Jr.  and Arthur Middleton 
of South Carolina; John Hancock, Samuel Adams , 
John Adams , Robert Treat Paine  and Elbridge 
Gerry of Massachusetts;   Samuel Chase ; Wil-
liam Paca , Thomas Stone and  Charles Carroll of 
Maryland; George Wythe,  Richard Henry Lee , 
Thomas Jefferson,  Benjamin Harrison,  Thomas 
Nelson Jr.,  Francis Lightfoot Lee and  Carter 
Braxton of Virginia; Robert Morris , Benjamin 
Rush , Benjamin Franklin , John Morton , George 
Clymer , James Smith , George Taylor , James 
Wilson  and George Ross  of Pennsylvania; Caesar 
Rodney , George Read  and Thomas McKean 
of Delaware; William Floyd , Philip Livingston, 
Francis Lewis  and Lewis Morris  of New York; 
Richard Stockton , John Witherspoon , Francis 
Hopkinson , John Hart  and Abraham Clark of 
New Jersey; Josiah Bartlett , William Whipple and 
Matthew Thornton of New Hampshire; Stephen 
Hopkins  and William Ellery of Rhode Island; 
Roger Sherman , Samuel Huntington , William 
Williams  and Oliver Wolcott  of Connecticut. 

Gary Morse.
 State law requires one properly-fi tted, Coast Guard-
approved life jacket for each person aboard a boat and 
children under the age of 6 must wear life jackets.
 “Life jackets that are not readily accessible are not 
in compliance with the law or its intent,” Morse said.
 FWC also encouraged boaters to take notice of 
speed limits on the water
 Other FWC boating tips:
 • Be weather-wise. Consult weather forecasts before 
heading out, and get off the water before bad weather hits.

 • Make sure the boat and motor are in good working 
condition.
 • Check all safety equipment, including life jackets, 
fi re extinguishers, sound-producing devices and visual 
distress signals.
 • Maintain a sharp, 360-degree lookout at all times 
for traffi c and bad weather.
 • File a fl oat plan.
 • Carry a cellular phone, and be sure a VHF radio 

is working properly.
 • Don’t overload the boat with people or equipment.
 • Boaters 21 years old or younger must complete 
an FWC-approved boater education course to operate 
most motorboats.
 • Alcohol is a major contributor to boating fatali-
ties. Often, impaired boaters come off the water and 
become impaired drivers, further endangering public 
safety. Don’t drink and operate a boat or vehicle.
 For more safety information, go to www.myfwc.com.

Boating safety urged 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Scholarship winners announced
 The Anna Maria Island Privateers will honor 
student achievement — and ambition — with the 
awarding of scholarships on July 4.
 The awards program will take place during a 
party following the July 4 parade presented by the 
Privateers. The party will take place at Cafe on the 
Beach, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, 

Holmes Beach.
 The scholarship winners include: Austin 
Eason, Kimberly Kuizon, Elise Mundy, Ashley 
Bishop, Christopher Chawi, Nicholas Gotts, 
Brittany Greene, Claire Ingram, Angela Jack-
son, Bobbi Miller, Dion Shorey, Corey Stewart, 
Ashley Stinton and Eric Whitley.

It promises to be quite a party on the water this July 4 ... be careful out there!
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SLICK  By Egan

OpinionOurOur

OpinionYourYour

A roundabout way
 One of the biggest beach holidays is approaching, and 
with it falling on a Wednesday, the whole week, including 
weekends before and after, promises to be a “blast.”
 Fourth of July is a time of sun, sand, surf, beachgoing 
and fi reworks. We’re fortunate on Anna Maria Island to have 
two fi rework shows to enjoy — thanks to Ed Chiles — one 
in Bradenton Beach July 3, another in Anna Maria July 4. 
 Unfortunately, there are a slew of unauthorized fi re-
works that erupt along the shore “courtesy” of errant 
pyrotechnic wannabes who blow up all sorts of stuff that 
litters the sand and surf. It’s downright dangerous. The 
debris that remains is harmful to us and marine life. It’s a 
debacle. And it’s illegal.
 Please, come to our beaches on the holiday. Enjoy 
the fi ne weather that is forecast. Visit the shops and res-
taurants, enjoy the nighttime spectacle at the Sandbar and 
BeachHouse restaurants, but please don’t leave detritus 
on our sand when you leave.
 Remember the wise saying about leaving only foot-
prints in the sand when you leave. 

Roundabout redux?
 Bradenton Beach set a statewide record in the transporta-
tion world in 1994 when it constructed its mini-traffi c-circle 
at a cost under $1 million at the intersection of Bridge Street 
and Gulf Drive. The record was in the form of the fi rst-ever 
“roundabout” built on a state highway in Florida.
 Transportation experts at the time touted the design 
— which replaced a three-way stop — as a better trans-
portation alternative than a traffi c signal. There had been 
some interactions there between vehicles and pedestrians, 
and the roundabout was engineered to slow cars and allow 
better access from side streets onto Gulf Drive. 
 And it has worked well. 
 So now comes a Longboat Key study that says the 
roundabout in Bradenton Beach is a major impediment to 
ingress and egress for Longboat Key motorists.
 The study suggests in part that one solution to the 
traffi c slowdown at the roundabout is to add a longer turn 
lane on the east side of Gulf Drive to Cortez Road. 
 The $35,000 LBK traffi c study apparently did not 
take into account that there are a slew of homes and busi-
nesses along that stretch of highway, not to mention a huge 
project Bradenton Beach has in the works to improve the 
streetscape in the area of the roundabout.
 And the suggested solution of the LBK study for a longer 
turn lane at the Cortez Road-Gulf Drive intersection would 
likely require millions of dollars in right-of-way acquisitions.
 This latest blitz from the key reminds us of a com-
ment made many, many years ago about some Longboat 
Key residents viewing Bradenton Beach as their doormat, 
since they were forced to travel through the city go to and 
from “town” and the airport. 
 While Longboat Key has the right intentions — to 
solve its traffi c problems — its study obviously did not 
consider Anna Maria Island’s interests.
 And so we think this study needs a turnabout. 
 Who doesn’t wish LBK had its own bridge to the 
mainland?
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Pavilion in Bradenton Beach
 Regarding the proposed performing arts pavilion 
in Bradenton Beach, I have been integrally involved 
in both the Houston, Texas, Wortham Center for 
Opera and Ballet and the Naples, Fla., Philharmonic. 
All I can say about this ambitious undertaking on 
Anna Maria Island is that I hope you found the pot 
of gold at the end of the rainbow. Even a small com-
plex is a huge drain of money and time, takes an 
experienced and expensive organization to run and 
maintain it, and an endowment to pay for its ongoing 
use unless the taxpayers in Bradenton Beach are up 
to it. 
 The building of the facility is just a small drop 
in the bucket. But, having made my cautionary 
remarks, I do look forward to attending the ballet 
in Bradenton Beach since I didn’t even know they 
had one.
 Janet Aubry, Anna Maria City

Venue vision
 The best thing Anna Maria Island has to offer is its 
natural beauty. Most of it, however, has been covered 
over or tarted up.
 The Legacy Inc. plan has several good ideas: con-
certs, performances, water taxis, nature center, etc. But 
it’s the buildings that are all wrong.

Wonderful coverage
 Thank you so much for the wonderful coverage of 
the Anna Maria Historical Society’s events during the 
past year. Human-interest stories make the best adver-
tisement and the well-written articles by Lisa Neff, 
Nancy Ambrose and others who covered our events 
brought many visitors to the complex.
 We are honored to have The Islander on our bene-
factor board outside of Belle Haven Cottage and hope 
to continue furnishing you with many more “good sto-
ries” in the year ahead.
 Sissy Quinn, executive administrator, AMI Histori-
cal Society

 Buildings that enhance the natural surroundings 
with minimal intrusion would be more appropriate. For 
example, Chickees, palmetto-thatched structures over 
bald cypress log framing, can be built by the Seminole 
Indians to any size, to hurricane standards, with 20-year 
warranties, requiring no permits and at a much lower 
cost.
 I envision a venue where families can sit on beach 
chairs or blankets and enjoy an evening of entertain-
ment by the water for a nominal amount.
 I’ll be there!
 Linda Molto, Cortez

Oddities of society?
 Our society has it all backwards, [regarding the 
arrest of former Holmes Beach city commissioner 
Freeman Stittsworth, 95, accused of attempted murder 
of his wife, Ruth, 93, last week]. Dementia should 
entitle one to a free pass out of here. 
 Our resources would be better utilitized by helping 
her out, not putting him in prison. 
 Greg Watkins, Bradenton Beach

Have your say
 The Islander welcomes and encourages your opin-
ion letters. 
 The Islander accepts original letters of up to 250 
words and reserves the right to edit for length and gram-
mar. 
 Letters must include the city you reside in for pub-
lication and a phone number (for verifi cation only). 
Anonymous letters will not be printed. All letters to 
the editor remain on fi le at The Islander and available 
to the public.
 Letters are published on a space-available basis 
with regard to timeliness of the material. Writers are 
limited to one published letter per month.
 Address letters to Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217, fax to 941-778-9392, 
or e-mail to news@islander.org.
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Gulf of Mexico

Anyway you

    slice it…

  it’s Maloney!
By former Holmes Beach City
Commissioner Don Maloney

Remember when?
 Just yesterday, I decided exactly what I wanted to 
write about this week. I sat down by my computer this 
morning and couldn’t remember a word. What really 
bothers me about that is my thinking of the kind of 
things I DO remember: Things like my Army ID — 
12108904 — and my Marine ID — 1035782. I even 
remember that the piece I carried for the Army 61 years 
ago was a “U.S. Rifl e M-1, 30-caliber, clip-fed, semi-
automatic shoulder weapon.”
 But yesterday’s thoughts? Completely forgotten.
 I stopped down at the beach to see if the sand and 
water would jog anything loose, and it did. Because 
school’s out these days, there were a lot of kids there. I 
noticed that the boys wore shorts that went down about 
six inches below their knees. Girl’s shorts, however, 
were usually about six inches above their knees.

 The memory those sights jogged took me back 
almost 70 years—to St. John’s School back in Bergen-
fi eld, N.J. Sister Ursula, if she were still here I thought, 
would have had those short lengths reversed.
 Thinking about Sister Ursula reminded me, for 
some reason I can’t explain, of how she always favored 
Bobby Shaw when it came to assigning someone to go 
out in the courtyard to clap the chalk out of the erasers. 
He always made that task last 20 minutes, at least. It 
was a chore I always yearned for.
 Another memory triggered by that thinking of sister 
was the kind of desks we had at St. John’s, desks that 
had an inkwell in the upper right hand corner since 
ball-point pens weren’t yet around then. All us boys in 
that class, I remember, wanted to sit at the desk right 
behind Alice Bolinder. Alice had long blond hair — a 
perfect length for dipping in the inkwell. Sister decided 
to put an end to that prank — for awhile, anyway — by 
having us write only with a pencil.
 I say “for awhile” because all of us — even the 
girls — consistently broke off the pencil points and 
there was always a line at the pencil sharpener. So it 
was back to the ink, but only other girls were allowed 
to sit behind Alice from then on.
 Another memory jogger from all this thinking about 
Sister Ursula reminded me how we always wondered 
if, under the habit that covered everything but her face, 
she and the other nuns had any hair. Bobby asked her 
about that one day, and he got no answer — only three 
after schools over at the convent doing long-division 
problems.
 While sitting there at the beach, I couldn’t resist 
thinking of the difference between those habits and the 
bikinis that girls were wearing. If sister was still here, 
those girls would be kept after school at the convent 
long after Bobby was let go home.
 Anyway, all this started because of what I couldn’t 
remember, but on the way driving home from the beach 
today, I was wondering about all the things today’s 
kids at St. John’s are missing. I’ll bet they don’t have 
inkwells and have never clapped an eraser. I’ll bet, too, 
they don’t have to wonder if their teacher has hair.
 But someday they’ll remember all that they enjoyed 
at elementary school.
 Meanwhile, if I ever remember whatever it was I 
really wanted to write here today, I’ll let you know.
 But God knows when.

 • Holmes Beach Mayor Bob VanWagoner touched 
off a storm of debate by calling for a study of Island 
consolidation. Speaking at the Island Branch Library 
during a neighborhood chat, VanWagoner said consoli-
dation would give the Island more “clout” in dealing 
with county, state and federal issues. Opponents of the 
suggestion said they did not want Holmes Beach to give 
up its identity.
 • Ed Curlett of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
said federal inspectors would be on Anna Maria Island 
within the next few weeks to look for the citrus canker 
virus that had invaded a number of groves on the main-
land. A citrus canker outbreak in 1986 on the Island 
resulted in the destruction of 270 trees, he said.
 • Anna Maria Mayor Chuck Shumard agreed with 
residents to have the Southwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District perform a second feasibility on how to 
solve drainage problems from Pine Avenue to Magnolia 
Avenue. 

Date Low High RainfallDate Low High Rainfall
June 17 71 91 0June 17 71 91 0
June 18 74 87 0June 18 74 87 0
June 19 74 91 0June 19 74 91 0
June 20 75 91 0June 20 75 91 0
June 21 76 92 0June 21 76 92 0
June 22 75 91 0June 22 75 91 0
June 23 75 93 0June 23 75 93 0
Average Gulf water temperature 83°Average Gulf water temperature 83°
24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.24-hour rainfall accumulation with reading at approximately 5 p.m. daily.

Rotary Club to hear 
about Salt Lake City 

convention
 The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island will 
gather at noon Tuesday, July 3, for a luncheon 
meeting at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf 
Drive N., Bradenton Beach.
 The speakers will be members Steve and 
Pam Schlueter reporting on the Rotary Interna-
tional Convention in Salt Lake City.
 Visiting Rotarians are encouraged to attend 
the program, which costs $10.
 For more information, call Dantia Gould at 941-
448-5500, or e-mail dantia@planttender.com.
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‘Top Notch’ photo contest in fourth week
 If you’ve got a great snapshot, we’ve got a contest 
you could win.
 The Islander photo contest began publishing weekly 
winning photos on June 13. Six weekly winning pictures 
are featured on the cover of The Islander and one photo 
will be a grand prize winner with prizes and gift certifi -
cates awarded by the newspaper and local merchants.
 The weekly deadline is noon Friday throughout the 
contest with the new deadline June 29.
 Judging begins with a selection of pictures that may 
include abstract photos, still life pictures, landscapes 
and scenics, candid unposed snapshots, action, holidays, 
humor and animal pictures. Nothing is overlooked, includ-
ing great kid pics, sentimental moments and moments of 
personal triumph.
 Send or deliver your favorites (no limits) weekly to 
Top Notch Contest Editor, The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. 

 Digital contest entries should be submitted in the 
original JPG format via e-mail to topnotch@islander.org 
or on a disc. No retouching, enhancements or computer 
manipulation is allowed.
 Complete rules and entry forms for the contest are 
published below. Please attach a photo contest label to 
each photo or CD you submit. 
 E-mail entrants are required to submit the label infor-
mation in the text of the e-mail, one photo attachment per 
e-mail.
 Photos without entry forms will be disqualifi ed. Addi-
tional photo labels are available at the newspaper offi ce 
or they may be copied.

pictures or multiple printing will be accepted. Digital photos may be 
submitted in their original JPG fi le format (via e-mail or CD) or a 
printed photograph. Slide (transparency) photos are not accepted.
 4) Entrant’s name, address and phone number must be writ-
ten clearly, in ink, on the contest label and affi xed to the back of 
each print, or listed similarily in the e-mail message along with the 
digital photo attachment. One e-mail per photo submission. Mail 
entries to ��������	
���Top Notch Photo Contest, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217. E-mail digital entries to topnotch@
islander.org.
 5) Entrants by their entry agree that ��������	
�� may publish 
their pictures for local promotion. Entrants must be able to furnish the 

original negative or original digital image if requested by the contest 
editor. All photos submitted become the property of ��������	
����
Photos will not be returned. ��������	
���and contest sponsors 
assume no responsibility for negatives, CDs or photo prints. 
 Entrant must know and submit the name and address 
of any recognizable persons appearing in the picture. Names 
must be enclosed/attached with the entry.
 6) Employees of ��������	
���and their immediate family 
members are not eligible to enter the contest. 
 7) Any taxes on prizes are the sole responsibility of the 
winners. Any cash prize won by a minor will be awarded to a 
parent or guardian. Prize rights are not transferable. 

Islander photo contest rules
 1) ��������	
���Newspaper’s Top Notch Photo 
Contest is strictly for amateur photographers. Amateur pho-
tographers are those who derive less than 5 percent of their 
income from photography. 
 2) Black-and-white and color photographs taken after 
Jan. 1, 2006, are eligible. This allows for extended eligibility. 
Photos previously published (in any format/media) or entered 
in any ����	
�� or other competitions are not eligible. 
 3) Photographs may be taken with any make of camera. 
No retouching or other alteration (except cropping) is permit-
ted of negatives, prints or electronic photo fi les; no composite 

Top notch past winner
Patricia Whitacre of Bradenton won the weekly contest 
in 2007 with “Picture postcard” of Venice gondoliers.

AMICC aims for 
Aug. 20 opening
 The rebuilt Anna Maria Island Community Center 
is planning to open its doors Aug. 20, the date Mana-
tee County District schools reopen, said AMICC staff 
member Scott Dell.
 Speaking at the June 20 AMICC board meeting, 
Dell told members that the vast majority of work on 
the $4.8 million project is completed and he’s hoping 
to get a certifi cate of occupancy by July 6. 
 That doesn’t mean the Center will reopen for busi-
ness in July, but will allow the staff about six weeks to get 
the new facility in shape, create a program schedule and 
be ready for Aug. 20. The fall program schedule should 
be mailed out to members by the end of July, he said.
 Dell, however, noted there are still a few areas in 
the new facility that need to be completed, and he could 
use some assistance with obtaining about 9,500 square 
feet of paver bricks for the new parking lot.
 Still, the Center has come a long way in the seven 
years it’s taken for a new facility to become a reality.
 “It’s been an amazing effort by a whole lot of 
people,” he said.
 And the effort is still not over, although after seven 
years, the end is now in sight.
 There’s just a wee bit more fundraising needed, 
said staff member Aida Matic. Budget cuts have forced 
Manatee County government to cut back $100,000 it 
had planned to donate to the Center, although $200,000 
is still on the way, Matic said. If all the current grant 
applications are approved and current pledges fulfi lled, 
the Center will be short about $400,000, Matic said.
 “We’re not out here begging,” said AMICC exec-
utive director Pierrette Kelly. “We have a wonderful 
cause and have been around since 1960.”
 In other business, long-time board member Ross 
Benjamin has resigned, said board chairman Tom Bre-
iter. Anyone interested in serving on the board should 
conact Kelly at 941-778-1908.

Annunciation 
secretary to 
retire
Faith Merritt, the 
longtime parish 
secretary and offi ce 
manager for the 
Episcopal Church 
of the Annunciation 
in Holmes Beach, is 
retiring. Merritt is 
working with Lorraine 
Smith, who will follow 
in the post. Merritt 
plans to spend time 
with her family and 
eventually move to the 
Asheville, N.C., area. 
For church informa-
tion, call 941-778-
1638. Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose

 Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger said the 
city will proceed with naming its skatepark in memory 
of Pete Lannon.
 The mayor made his comment in response to ques-
tions about whether the park had already been dedicated 
to others, in particular, from former Holmes Beach 
Mayor Carol Whitmore.
 In a letter to the mayor and local news media, Whit-
more, referring to skatepark benefactors, said, “The 
park was dedicated at the opening ceremonies to Rex 
and Helen Hagen and Kay Kay and Dan Hardy.”
 Whitmore continued, “As someone who was Offi -
cer Lannon’s boss for his time with the Holmes Beach 

Mayor to proceed with ‘Lannon’ park
Police, I tell you this with a heavy heart. Hopefully the 
city will correct this error and dedicate something [so] 
that we can truly honor this great man.”
 Lannon, a widely respected Holmes Beach police 
offi cer and community resource offi cer at Anna Maria 
Elementary School, died June 1 after a year-long battle 
with cancer.
 Bohnenberger said he still plans to pursue naming 
the skate park along Marina Drive near city hall for 
Lannon. City commissioners have endorsed the memo-
rial, as has Holmes Beach Police Chief Jay Romine.
 “I don’t know why anything would change,” Boh-
nenberger said. “There’s no name on the park.”
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2930 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota • (Two miles south of the airport)
941-359-7663 • www.backyardgetaway.net

Your source for ponds 
and watergardens
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Summer Summer 
SaleSale

Going on now through Saturday

25% TO 70% OFF25% TO 70% OFF  
STOREWIDESTOREWIDE

Fountains • Pond supplies 
Fish food

Great gifts and more!

AQUARIUM CLEANING
JEFF’S AQUARIUM SERVICE

Jeff’s Pet Place
941-915-6977

FREE   
 EST.

27 YRS. 
EXP.

Monthly/Weekly Maintenance
Water Changes • Tank Set-Up • Tank Relocation

Marine/Reef/Fresh

www.jackelka.com

WMFR fi refi ghters rally for their own

Fighting on…
West Manatee Fire Rescue Capt. Rich Jasinski is 
battling Hodgkin’s disease, a cancer that starts in 
the lymphatic tissue. The West Manatee Firefi ght-
ers Association, the Sandbar Restaurant and Publix 
Super Market will hold a benefi t to help cover 
expenses 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 3 at 
Publix. Donations can be sent to Chris Sheppard, c/o 
West Manatee Firefi ghters Association, 6001 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217. For more informa-
tion, call 941-741-3900. Islander Photo: Courtesy 
WMFR

By Lisa Neff
Isander Reporter 

 In the days after the terrorist attacks that toppled 
the Twin Towers, the nation witnessed how fi refi ghters 
care for their own.
 The nation witnessed that unique bond again last 
week, in the hours after nine fi refi ghters perished in a 
furniture store fi re in Charleston, S.C.
 And next week, the Island will witness the strength 
of the bond as fi refi ghters unite for one of their own — 
West Manatee Fire Rescue Capt. Rich Jasinski, who is 
battling Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
 WMFR firefighters will hold a fundraiser from 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 3, at the Publix Super 
Market in Holmes Beach to help cover the expenses of 
Jasinski’s care. The West Manatee Firefi ghters Associa-
tion, with help from Publix and the Sandbar Restaurant, 
will grill hotdogs and hamburgers in the store parking 
lot.
 Jasinski, 41, worked at the Sandbar in Anna Maria 
before joining the fi re department 17 years ago. He met 
his wife, Kim, at the restaurant, and together they are 
raising three sons.
 Jasinski was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease, or 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, in February 2006. The disease is 
a cancer that starts in the lymphatic tissue. It enlarges 
the lymphatic tissue, causing pressure on other impor-
tant structures, and it can spread through the lymphatic 
vessels to other lymph nodes.
 Jasinski, who is being treated at Moffi t Cancer 
Center in Tampa, began chemotherapy in March and, 
three weeks ago, received a bone-marrow transplant.
 The medical treatments have meant that Jasinski 
has not been able to work his duty shift. So his co-
workers have provided cover, picking up his shifts in 
their off-hours and donating their leave until Jasinski 
returns later this year.
 Firefi ghters also are collecting donations at the Sta-
tion 1 fi rehouse. Donations can be sent to Chris Shep-
pard, c/o West Manatee Firefi ghters Association, 6001 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 34217.
 During a WMFR commission meeting June 21, 

offi cials and fi refi ghters shared care and concern for 
Jasinski.
 They also shared concern for men they never knew 

— Capts. William Hutchinson, Mike Benke, and Louis 
Mulkey, engineers Mark Kelsey and Bradford Baity, 
assistant engineer Michael French, and firefighters 
James Drayton, Brandon Thompson and Melvin Cham-
paign.
 The fi refi ghters died June 18 in a fi re at the Sofa 
Super Store in Charleston.
 Federal investigators last week had not confi rmed 
where the blaze began, but 911 callers indicated that 
the fi re started at the back of the store, in a covered 
space between a showroom and a warehouse packed 
with furniture.
 Outside WMFR’s Station 1 on Marina Drive in 
Holmes Beach last week, an American fl ag fl ew at half-
staff.
 “It was a simple fi re that turned into a major trag-
edy,” said WMFR Chief Andy Price. “I want to know 
as much as I can about what happened.”
 Price raised concerns that other chiefs across the 
country expressed last week, specifi cally the lack of 
sprinkler systems in buildings and the threats posed by 
newer construction.
 “This is the largest loss of life since 9/11,” Price 
said.
 “One or 346 is too many,” said Mike Mulyck, the 
commission chair, referring to the 346 rescue personnel 
who died in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
 WMFR offi cials also discussed last week plans to 
memorialize those fi refi ghters who lost their lives on 
Sept. 11. The district plans to build a memorial resem-
bling the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center out-
side Station 1. The memorial likely will contain a piece 
from the Twin Towers.
 “A lot of people want to do this,” said WMFR Bat-
talion Chief Barry Brooks. “A lot of people want to be 
associated with the project.”
 The next step in erecting the memorial is to secure 
a permit from the city of Holmes Beach.
 “By next month, we’ll have that permit pulled,” 
Brooks told commissioners.
 WMFR’s next commission meeting is at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, July 19, at Station 1.

No problem for 3 of 4 requests in Bradenton Beach
By Paul Roat

 Developers were 3-for-4 before the Bra-
denton Beach City Commission last week, as 
officials approved letters of no objection for 
construction seaward of the state coastal control 
line to the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection.
 The CCCL, as explained by city attorney 
Ralf Brookes, is mostly a “line in the sand” that 
serves as a marker for more-intense construction 
than developments farther away from the shore. 
In Bradenton Beach, the line meanders east of 
Gulf Drive.
 Properties closer to the Gulf of Mexico need 
special permits from the DEP for development, 
and that special permit process by state offi cials 
generally commences with a statement of no-

objection from local offi cials. 
 The city used to leave the process to the building 
offi cial. After some issues, city commissioners decided 
to step in and make the decision on whether or not such 
permissions should be granted.
 In action last week, the Beach House Resort, 
1000 Gulf Drive N., got vetoed in its DEP request 
by city officials. The development is in two parts, 
with the northern element having to undergo major 
structural changes due to unforeseen circum-
stances related to its original plans dating back 
many years, according to building official Steve 
Gilbert.
 Those changed plans will require the developer to 
come before the city’s planning and zoning board for 
a recommendation to the city commission, he said.
 Brookes said that the city is required to provide to 

the state in writing that it has no objection to the 
project for it to proceed to that level. Since there 
are still issues on the condo development from 
the local front, he suggested the city commission 
demur from sending the no-objection letter. Com-
missioners concurred.
 Other developments that did reach concurrence 
for submittal to the state without objection were:
 • Oasis Beach Houses, 2309 Gulf Drive N., 
owner Hernando Carrillo, a duplex.
 • Ibach family, 2216 Gulf Drive N., a single-
family home.
 • Barefoot Princess condominiums, 401 Gulf 
Drive N., a duplex.
 The three developments do not need any special 
attention by the city other than the usual inspec-
tions while under construction, Gilbert said. 
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1 L.D.’s Jewelry

 and Watch Repair
 7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
 Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
 Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

 • New & Custom Jewelry • Remounts
 • Appraisals • Repairs • Estate Jewelry

 Dean Brown, Master Jeweler and 
 Watchmaker for 24 years

 40 %  OFF  WATCH BANDS
SALERed, White 

& Blue
RUBIES, GARNETS, 
DIAMONDS &
SAPPHIRES 

ALL 
PEARL 
JEWELRY20% OFF 30% OFF

in stock. Expires 7/10/07

We’re Bizzy preparing for our move to 
our new location. Starting July 5, we’ll 
“Bee” at 8604 9th Ave. NW in Bradenton. 
(The former Lads and Lassies Daycare)

5382 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-2967 

June’s
Honey-Bee of the Month

* Full-time daycare Monday-Friday 7am-6pm
* For children ages 6 weeks to 5 years
* 3 nutritious meals daily, plus healthy snacks
* Fully staffed by quality and experienced 

child-care professionals

Halima Ben Slama. Age 9 
months. Daughter of Stephanie 
and Abdelhamid Ben Slama 
of Bradenton. Halima is the 
newest addition at Bizzy Bees. 
She is very sweet, always 
smiling and laughing!

DAYCARE

NOW ENROLLING FOR OUR 
SUMMER PROGRAM AND VPK

This property protected by

SHUTTER-VUE
HURRICANE & SECURITY PRODUCTS

FREE CONSULTATIONS 
✔ Roll Shutters  ✔ Accordions ✔ Storm Panels 

✔ Impact Windows  ✔ Impact Films  ✔ Windscreen 
Bradenton: 745-2363 • Sarasota: 794-2326 

Showroom: 8799 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton
Lic #CGCO61513

HURRICANES BEWARE!

This property protected byTTTTThis property protected by

SHUTTER-VUE

Strollers, Cribs, Car Seats, Etc.

FREE DELIVERY AND P/U 
www.AFHBR.com • 941-724-0979

10% DISCOUNT for Florida 
residents

u ]

Away From Home 
Baby Furniture Rentals

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

UNIQUE CREATIONS * BOOKS * FURNITURE * ART

OLD AND NEW STUFF * MORE THAN 20 DEALERS
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Open most days after 10:30 
5306 Holmes Blvd. * 778-9396

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

6807 14th Street West • Bradenton • 751-4045
Tues.-Fri. 10-5 pm • Sat. 10-4 pm

Quality Furnishings
Affordable Prices

CONSIGNMENT SHOP

THE WHITFIELD EXCHANGE

“Simply the Best”

Greening of Manatee 
Avenue rolls forward

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Some days, tree cutters and chippers are as common 
as dog paddlers along the corridor bringing motorists 
from Bradenton to Anna Maria Island.
 Manatee Avenue, from 75th Street in Bradenton to 
East Bay Drive in Holmes Beach, has been the location 
of a lot of activity in recent months.
 There’s the usual activity at the Palma Sola Cause-
way beaches — fi shing, swimming, sailing and sun-
ning.
 But lately there’s been a lot of toiling and tilling as 
well — not the real estate construction work Floridians 
came to expect in recent boom times, but preservation 
and beautifi cation work.
 Major change is taking place along State Road 
64.
 Motorists headed west on Manatee Avenue can 
look to the north and catch a glimpse, over a hump 
back bridge, of Robinson Preserve, the 480-acre park 
that Manatee County’s conservation lands management 
department is restoring to its natural state.
 Also on the north side of the road, on the east end 
of Perico Island, the county has plans to preserve a 175-
acre parcel for conservation. County commissioners 
approved the $6 million purchase earlier this year to 
create a preserve with limited public access.
 Farther west, in Holmes Beach, city offi cials are 
working with the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program to 
remove exotic plants and revitalize the city-owned 
area to the south of Manatee Avenue known as Grassy 
Point.
 SBEP scientist Gary Raulerson said the permit 
applications are under review. He expects to have 
approval to proceed with removing non-native plants 
on Grassy Point’s 23 acres by the fall.
 “We’ll probably do the earth work in the winter 
time and then revegetate next summer,” Raulerson 
said.
 Holmes Beach offi cials also hope to secure a feder-
ally-funded grant to dress up East Bay Drive, including 
at its intersection with Manatee Avenue, with hundreds 
of plants, including palms and sunfl owers.
 On the Palma Sola Causeway, the stretch of Mana-
tee Avenue that leaves behind the mainland, plans for 
2007-08 are extensive, including native plantings, new 
restrooms and a boat ramp on the south side of the 
causeway in Bradenton city limits.
 John Ormando, of the Bradenton public works 
department and the chair of the Palma Sola Scenic 
Highway Corridor Management Entity committee, said 
the permits already exist for the boat ramp’s construc-
tion.
 So does a grant for $25,000, which the city of Bra-
denton may match with $25,000.
 Ormando said he needed to further discuss the boat 
ramp project with Bradenton Mayor Wayne Poston. 
Also to be discussed further is whether the city or the 
county would operate and maintain the ramp.
 Meanwhile, the scenic highway committee also is 
proceeding with planting about 750 trees along Manatee 
Avenue from 79th Street West to East Bay Drive. The 
project is being fi nanced with a $300,000 grant from 
the Florida Department of Transportation. In addition 

to creating a native tree canopy, plans call for exten-
sive groundcover — fakahatchee grass, sand cordgrass, 
shore juniper and beach sunfl owers.
 In preparation of the plantings, much of the spring 
has been devoted to removing non-native Brazilian 
pepper trees.
 The Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection deems the Brazilian pepper an invasive exotic 
species that shades out other plant life, alters natural 
fi re regimes, creates poor habitat for native wildlife 
and, because of its relationship to poison ivy, can cause 
severe allergic skin reactions.
 The county took the lead in the effort to clear the 
Manatee Avenue corridor of pepper trees.
 “All the machine work is done,” Keith Bettcher 
of Manatee County’s conservation lands management 
department said during a June 20 scenic highway com-
mittee meeting in Bradenton. “Every Brazilian pepper 
has been treated and retreated. But there will be fol-
low-up, needless to say.”
 With the county’s work wrapping up, the Florida 
Department of Transportation will likely step in with 
efforts to treat any pepper trees trying to return.
 Bettcher said the county used hand-held sprayers 
to apply an herbicide approved by the state for use in 
wetlands — the sticky product is sprayed on the tree 
stumps.
 The process apparently was not met with criti-
cism.
 “We’ve been basically using similar techniques,” 
said Mark Alderson, the executive director of the Sara-
sota Bay Estuary Program. Without treatment, he said, 
infestations of pepper trees will reoccur.
 Raulerson added that a herbicide may be needed 
to keep non-natives from returning in the hammocks 
at Grassy Point.
 Raulerson said the treatment is “very specific, 
sprayed on the plant and evaporates rapidly.”
 Plans along Manatee Avenue also involve the 
removal or topping of Australian pine trees, deemed 
an invasive exotic by state and county offi cials. The 
Australian pine, which is a hardwood tree not a pine 
tree, is said to be an aggressive species and its blanket 
of needles prevents native plant growth, degrades wild-
life habitat and erodes coastal environments.
 The removal of Australian pines on the Island over 
the past several months has drawn protests and fueled 
a petition drive to save the trees. The tree’s advocates 
argue that they see evidence that the Australian pines 
do not crowd out other plants, serve as nesting sites for 
birds and withstand wind gusts as well as some native 
trees.
 But government conservationists continue to advo-
cate removal when the trees are not used for recre-
ational shade, especially when the trees threaten utility 
lines.
 On the causeway, there are plans to leave some 
Australian pines on southeast side and on the north side 
by the pavilions.
 Another 10-15 Australian pines said to be too close 
to power lines will be removed on the far northeast 
and far northwest sides of the causeway. Other Aus-
tralian pines along Manatee Avenue may be topped or 
removed.

Code board gives violator more time
 The Anna Maria Code Enforcement Board 
is not the ogre that some people might like to 
claim.
 Indeed, the board was downright generous 
June 18 when it gave Scott Steemstra of 613 N. 
Bay Blvd. until Aug. 9 to bring his property into 
compliance with city codes.
 Following a complaint in May brought by 
a Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputy, code 
enforcement offi cer Gerry Rathvon found a litany 
of violations at the property, including two illegal 
outdoor storage sheds, an unpermitted outdoor spa 
and a large amount of debris that was said to be 

detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of 
the city.
 In addition, said Rathvon, Steemstra has 
exceeded the 40 percent maximum lot cover-
age allowed by city code because of the storage 
sheds.
 Steemstra said he’s been trying to clean up the 
property, but has been hampered by a bad back 
and several recent operations.
 The board found Steemstra to be in violation 
of several city codes, but did not levy a fi ne. It 
gave him nearly eight weeks to remedy the situ-
ation before any fi ne might be imposed.
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 ATTENTION, SINGLE CRUISERS! 
 SPECIAL RATES FOR YOU!
 Royal Caribbean  has offered some special 

 single supplements  o f 125-150%
 Many  dates from  August-December –  SAVE  $$$$$

 THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 
 THIS HAS BEEN OFFERED!

 SINGLES – DON’T MISS OUT!

 Passports will be required 
 for all cruises by Jan. 8

 We can help!

Rader’s Reef
The Island’s Largest Selection!
Shells • Shell Craft Supplies
Sea Life • Mirror Boards 
Shell Mirrors • Jewelry 
and Handmade Seashell 
Christmas Ornaments

Shells & Gifts 

   778-3211
  5508 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • Across from Island Library

NEW LOCATION
5347 Gulf Dr. #6 
Holmes Beach
Holmes Business Center 

(across from the 
Island Animal Clinic)

779-9594 TUES - FRI • 10 AM - 4 PM
SAT • 10 AM - 1 PM

Mod design: Building a home, 
all in a day’s work

By Jo Ann Meilner
and Lisa Neff

 For Sun West Homes, putting up two townhomes 
in Bradenton Beach was a good day’s work.
 The elevated, modular structure in the 2000 block 
of Avenue C in Bradenton Beach was put together in 
about 12 hours — though there was much advance 
work at a manufacturing facility in Georgia and the 
fi nishing work will take about a month.
 The structure arrived in four sections, hauled by 
long, fl atbed trucks from Arabi, Ga., one of two major 
Nationwide Custom Homes manufacturing sites in the 
country.
 Nationwide’s Arabi site consists of more than seven 
acres of production plants for the construction of modu-
lar structures — home additions, single-family homes, 
multi-family dwellings and commercial buildings — 
that can sell for more than $500,000.
 Nationwide works with builders in 12 southern 
and middle Atlantic states that sell, erect, and fi nish 
the company’s products. Sun West Homes, operated 
by Jan E. Smith and his son, Ben Smith, serves the 
Manatee-Sarasota area and commissioned the Avenue 
C structure.
 “It’s all built to Florida code,” Ben Smith said, 
adding that the structure was built to sustain three-sec-
ond gusts of up to 175 mph and came equipped with 
“full-on impact windows.”
 In mid-June, the modular units traveled 355 miles 
from Georgia before reaching the Cortez Bridge, where 
haulers relied on some assistance from the Bradenton 
Beach Police Department to take a tight right turn onto 
Gulf Drive.
 A team of workers with Sun West pieced the modu-
lar home sections together on the Bradenton Beach lot 
with help from a crane.

 By the end of the fi rst day of site work, the structure 
was about 85 percent complete. Smith said he expected 
the townhomes to be ready for occupancy by the end 
of July.
 The structure arrived with the plumbing and wiring 
in place, with cherry wood cabinets and antique white 
paint on the interior walls, appliances installed and 
maple fl ooring
 “We still have to do framing and bracing,” Smith 
said as he walked through the structure. “We have to 
get the whole building strapped.”
 Nationwide offers about 75 different design plans, 
but Smith wanted a variation for the Bradenton Beach 
project — which is not the fi rst modular home on the 
Island and, with modular’s increasing popularity, prob-
ably won’t be the last.
 The layout consists of two three-bedroom/two-
bath townhouses, standing side-by-side. The design is 
“Key West style,” with a view of the Gulf from the 
front porches and a view of the bay from the back bed-
rooms.
 Smith, who is working with Coldwell Banker 
on the sale of the townhomes, said they are listing 
for $699,000 each and have been appraised at about 
$725,000.
 Once the structure is completed and the buzz about 
the crane that hoisted four boxes into place dies down, 
Smith said a passerby would simply see “a pretty Key 
West-style home.”

Ben Smith of Sun West Homes shows off the interior 
of the modular townhomes he is bringing to market in 
Bradenton Beach. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

A crane was used to hoist sections of the home onto the property. The townhomes were built in Georgia and 
hauled to the Island on fl atbed trucks. In one long day’s work, the structure was 85 percent assembled. Islander 
Photos: Jo Ann Meilner

In less than 12 hours, a work team with Sun West 
Homes and Nationwide Custom Homes assembled 
these townhomes on Avenue C in Bradenton Beach. 
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ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certifi ed, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches       

Health Park East
6040 SR70, Bradenton

Convenient to Lakewood Ranch

JAY HILL 
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

Island Shopping Center • 5404 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach FL 34217
941 778-7978 • email: news@islander.org

In fact, we’re global times 1,400 plus! More than 
1,400 PAID subscribers receive The Islander out of 

town, out of state and out of the United States. We 
go to Alaska, England, Germany, Canada, Hawaii and nearly all 
points in between. These news-hungry subscribers can’t wait to 
get their hands on “the best news on Anna Maria Island.”

We’re Totally Global!

CONSUMER HOTLINE 1-888-559-9689 X8601

 

www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com
www.ethicalservices.com

100% SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEE!

Carpet • Upholstery
• Odor Control

Tile • Grout
• Stain Control

778-2882 or 387-0607
i [ r w

L IFE  AUTO  HOME BOAT  BUS INESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Great outdoors show proves great draw
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Some dipped their toes into Sarasota Bay as they 
scanned the shallows looking for fi sh.
 Some at the Florida Gulf Coast Outdoor Festival 
dabbled in kayaking.
 And some at the event held June 23 at Coquina 
Beach Bayside in Bradenton Beach dined on Island-
style cuisine.
 The festival, organized by the Florida Gulf Coast 
Sports Commission, drew hundreds of people to the 
beach for a full day of activities.
 Cathy and Fred Pierce of Holmes Beach hiked 
through Leffi s Key, a site on the Great Florida Birding 
Trail. The boardwalk led the Pierces around restored 
tidal lagoons and along a mangrove shoreline. The heat 
and humidity made wildlife scarce, but the Pierces still 
enjoyed the sites.
 “We’ve passed by so many times on our way to St. 
Armands Circle,” said Cathy Pierce. “I didn’t really 
know this was here.”
 Bernice Greenbaum and Maya Lorimer, both of 
Sarasota, took a tandem kayak into the bay.
 “I’ve been thinking of buying a canoe or a kayak 
and thought this would be the best way to decide what 
I want,” Greenbaum said.
 “It looks a lot easier from the shore,” Lorimer said. 
“It’s defi nitely a workout.”
 Dick Welsh also tested a kayak — a single Hobie 
with pedals. “I’ve got a tandem to paddle but I’m look-
ing for something a little smaller and easier. I think I’m 
hooked,” he said as he pulled a kayak out of the bay, 
where dozens of others paddled and peddled.
 Thomas and Linda Callahan and their sons, David 
and Henry, shared snacks.
 “The food is what makes it a festival,” said Thomas 
Callahan.
 Nearby, representatives with various organizations 
and retail outfi ts promoted causes and goods.
 A team of recruiters with the National Guard, with 
the assistance of some employees with the WingHouse 

restaurant, talked to festivalgoers about signing up for 
service.
 Representatives with Around the Bend Nature 
Tours talked with people about their eco-tours in the 
region and helped children make crafts.
 Volunteers at the Mote Marine station talked with 
children about sealife. “I didn’t know they swam,” Rick 
Shapiro, 7, said, pointing to a horseshoe crab in a small 
pool. “I thought they just laid in the mud.”
 Protecting manatees was the subject of discussion 
at the “HULA Alert” tent, where boaters could purchase 
warning fl ags to raise if they spot manatees in the water. 

HULA stands for “Heads Up, Look Ahead.”
 And at a table sponsored by the Florida Native 
Plant Society, the removal of Australian pines seemed 
a favorite discussion topic, with festivalgoers arguing 
for and against the removal of the trees deemed inva-
sive exotics by government agencies.
 Organizers hesitated to estimate the size of the 
come-and-go crowd, but seemed enthusiastic with the 
event attendance, which drew people from around the 
state.
 “I’m a kayaking buff, and this event is getting a 
reputation,” said Paul Naylor, of Tallahassee. 

Junco Nelson, 9, works on a craft at the Around the Bend Nature Tours booth at the outdoor fest, which took 
place in the Coquina Beach Bayside park. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Children watch marine critters crawl and swim in a pool at Mote Marine’s display at the festival.
Dozens of kayaks were available for attendees to test at the Florida Gulf 
Coast Outdoor Festival in Bradenton Beach June 23. 
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We’re here to help you enjoy life!
As a senior, you want to enjoy the independence of your retirement years. 
Free from demanding tasks like cleaning, cooking, and chores around the 
house. You deserve the freedom to do the things you like most...and the 
security that comes with knowing there is always someone there to help you 
when you need it.
Summerville retirement living offers you the independence, freedom and 
security you’ve earned throughout the years in a  friendly community of 
seniors like you. 

Summerville at Bradenton offers:

450-67th St West • Bradenton, Fl 34209-4089 • www.sslusa.com • Assisted Living Facility #AL4712

Call Us Today! 
(941) 794-5657

We’re here to help you enjoy life!

450 67th St. West • Bradenton, FL 34209 • www.sslusa.com • Assisted Living Facility #AL4712

5319 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach (West side of Island Fitness Plaza)
TEL. 941-778-3699 • TOLL FREE 1-800-865-0800 • FAX 941-782-5606

E-mail vacation@amgcrentals.com        Web www.amgcrentals.com

a n n a  m a r i a

Gulf Coast 
R E N T A L S

W H E N  O N L Y  T H E  B E S T  W I L L  D O

FROM 1-BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS 

TO 

5-BEDROOM 

EXECUTIVE HOMES
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Gulf Coast 
R E N T A L S

HOLIDAY YARD WASTE AND RECYCLING 
PICKUP SCHEDULE

Waste Management of Manatee County will not picking up yard 
waste or recycling on Wednesday, July 4, 2007 in honor of 

Independence Day. Wednesday’s YARD WASTE and 
RECYCLING will be picked up in Saturday, July 7.��������	���
�������������������
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For more information, call 753-7591
of Manatee County
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Installation of 
message signs 
delayed again

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The long-awaited automated message signs to help 
with Island-related traffi c probably won’t be in place 
until November.
 The signs initially were expected to be put into 
place in June. Then the date was pushed to Septem-
ber, in time for the remaining months of the hurricane 
season. Now transportation offi cials expect to have the 
signs in place by November and fully operational by 
mid-December.
 “During the fi nal contract approval process, the 
Florida Department of Transportation had a signifi -
cant number of questions and concerns,” said Vincent 
Canna, Manatee County’s project manager.
 The questions primarily pertained to language of the 
agreement for the design and construction of the signs.
 “Although the engineer and contractor have worked 
with DOT and resolved all their concerns, that pro-
cess took a signifi cant amount of time,” Canna said. 
“Because the DOT approval was delayed, that delay 
caused the remainder of the schedule to slip.”
 The project is in the construction phase, according 
to Canna.
 “The contractor has started installation of the 
underground conduit runs for the signs,” Canna said.
 He added, “Materials are being ordered and they 
are scheduled to be received around the end of October. 
After receipt of the materials, the poles and signs can 
be installed … during November.”
 The signs would be fully operational by mid-De-
cember.
 The project is budgeted at $863,268, with $483,616 
from the state and the county paying the balance, 
according to Canna.
 A major purpose of the project is to assist in an 
Island evacuation in an emergency, specifi cally severe 
weather. But the signs can also be used to notify motor-
ists of road hazards and traffi c tie-ups and parking prob-
lems.
 Traffi c Control Devices based in Altamonte Springs 
was contracted to design and build the system, which 
includes signs at several locations:
 • East Bay Drive at Gulf Drive.
 • Gulf Drive south of the boat ramp.
 • Manatee Avenue east of 75th Street West.
 • Cortez Road east of east of 75th Street West.
 • 75th Street West south of Cortez Road.

Rotary, AAUW honor student
Nancy Dunne of the American Association of University Women, Barry Gould of the Rotary Club of Anna 
Maria Island and Sylvia Price, also of the AAUW, honor recent high school graduate Jhana Martinez. Martinez 
is a recipient of a scholarship from AAUW/Rotary. 

Sea turtle false crawls on climb
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The number of times a female sea turtle has come 
ashore to nest but returned without leaving eggs climbed 
past 70 last week.
 By June 24, the number of “false crawls” reported 
on Anna Maria Island was 71, said Suzi Fox, the direc-
tor of Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch. Fox holds the 
permit for the monitoring and data collection AMITW 
conducts during nesting season, which began May 1 
and continues through October.
 AMITW reported an average of eight emergencies 
a night last week, occasions when federally-protected 
“nesting moms looking for a place to give birth” were 
deterred.
 Often times, the false crawls are due to beach dis-
turbances or obstacles. Litter and recreational beach 
equipment — furniture, cabanas, umbrellas, small 
boats, and beach cycles — can hamper an adult’s labo-

rious journey across the sand and a hatchling’s crawl 
from a nest to the water.
 “Tents, volleyball courts and chairs all need to be 
taken home at night,” Fox said.
 AMITW urges people to remove beach gear 
at night. Codes in Anna Maria, Holmes Beach and 
Bradenton Beach require the removal of items at 
night. 
 Municipal codes also require that during nesting 
season, lighting must be adjusted during the season to 
make sure it does not directly or indirectly illuminate 
the beach from sunset to sunrise. Lights may disorient 
the turtles.
 To contact Holmes Beach’s code enforcement 
department in regards to turtle season, call 941-708-
5800, ext. 21.
 To contact Anna Maria’s code enforcement depart-
ment, call 941-708-6132, ext. 29.
 To contact Bradenton Beach’s code enforcement 
department, call 941-778-1005, ext. 218.
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CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

778-3924 OR 778-4461
5508 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH

LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING

REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION
EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
CERTIFYING BACK FLOWS

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR OVERTIME

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

32 Years Serving the Island and Manatee County OPEN SAT.

NO LEASE - Rent the size you need, when you 
need it with no lease.  HALF OFF! FIRST MONTH 

NEW TENANTS ONLY • NO DEPOSIT
Fully carpeted, climate-controlled units, video-monitoring 

system, 24-hour computerized gate access.
Fully fenced and lighted. Monthly pest control.

ONE COUPON PER PERSON. • NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT.

6801 Cortez Road W • 941-761-9304

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured

761-7511  

& Property Services Inc.
P.O. Box 265, Bradenton Beach, FL 34217

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Boatbuilding tradition afl oat in Cortez
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The scene in the boatworks building in Cortez 
seems reminiscent of a high school shop class.
 The shop on a recent Thursday morning is fi lled 
with the sounds of wood being worked with tools, with 
guys joking with one another and exchanging advice. 
“Do this.” “No, let’s try this.” “How about…”
 The members of this industrial arts class aren’t 
working for grades or course credits. Doug Calhoun, 
Dick Scully, Len Conner and others are volunteers at 
the Cortez boatshop sponsored by the Florida Gulf 
Coast Maritime Museum and the Florida Institute for 
Saltwater Heritage. Figuring out how to cut class is 
not on their minds, though they may occasionally duck 
out into the sun to clear their eyes and throat of wood 
dust.
 On Thursdays and Saturdays in the summer, vol-
unteers arrive at the shop housed on 123rd Street Court 
West in the Cortez Community Center, the site of an 
old fi rehouse.
 The volunteers, for the most part, are professional 
men of retirement age. Conner’s background, for exam-
ple, is in mechanical engineering, building services 
work.
 “For me, it’s a different world,” he says of boat-
building.
 Conner has been volunteering one day a week at 
the boatshop for about two years. Each day in the shop, 
he picks up something new.
 “I’m learning an awful lot,” he says. “It’s a lot of 
hands-on work.”

 Conner, Calhoun, Scully and other volunteers work 
with Bob Pitt, a teacher and experienced boat builder 
who oversees the operations in the boatshop.
 “The volunteers change with the season,” says Pitt. 
“The number of people goes up to 20 and down to 
three.”
 The skill level of the volunteers runs the gamut 
but “the majority have no boatbuilding experience,” 
says Pitt. “We have blacksmiths. We have attorneys. 
We have engineers.”
 Pitt, on the other hand, grew up with boatbuild-
ing. It’s part of his biology. “My mom’s family is from 
the Bahamas,” Pitt says. “We’ve had generations in 
boatbuilding going way back to building ships in the 
Bahamas.”
 Pitt’s passion is for small Bahamian craft. The 
sturdy boats may not be worth big bucks, but they seem 
to him as beautifully simple as yachts seem to others 
beautifully elegant.
 “Have you ever seen Winslow Homer’s ‘The Gulf 
Stream’?” Pitt asks.
 The painting, an oil on canvas that hangs in the 
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art, depicts a man 
on a small craft in wild waters that almost eat up the 
horizon. In the background, a waterspout swirls, and 
in the foreground, three sharks swim. But the man on 
the boat looks unconcerned.
 Pitt has a print of the painting hanging on a wall at 
home. “I look at it often,” he says.
 “You develop an eye, building a boat,” he adds. “It 
has to look right.”
 Over the years, the volunteer builders have repaired 
and restored numerous boats, and built some from 
scratch — skiffs, scallop boats, surf boats, canoes, even 
a Chris Craft Runabout circa 1954. Pitt estimates that 
in four years as many as 25 boats have been built or 
restored in the program.
 Some are commissioned by other organizations, 
such as the boat recently constructed for an American 

Red Cross life-saving program in Jacksonville. 
 Other boats are put into the museum’s fl eet, vintage 
craft rescued and preserved for history.
 All of the boats the volunteers work on become 
seaworthy, Pitt emphasizes.
 The volunteers’ current project is the restoration of 
a Cuban fi shing skiff. Cuban refugees journeyed to the 
United States in the boat 17 years ago. For many years 
the boat rested in a lawn on the Atlantic Coast. Pitt says 
he hopes to see the boat — and others like it — restored 
to become a showpiece for the maritime museum.
  New recruits to help with the work are welcome 
each Thursday.
 “I tell them to shadow somebody, watch what’s 
going on,” says Pitt. “I try to let the volunteers do as 
much as possible.”
 His advice to new volunteers is to arrive with a 
lunch. “We try to eat together,” he says.
 “There’s a lot of camaraderie,” observes Conner.
 For more information about the boatbuilding pro-
gram, call 941-708-4935.

Boatbuilders basics
 The Florida Gulf Coast Maritime 
Museum and Florida Institute for Saltwater 
Heritage sponsor a number of boatbuilding 
programs in the Cortez Community Center 
on 123rd Street Court West. Classes over the 
years have included instruction in construct-
ing canoes and model ships. 
 Future classes may be held on making 
sails, painting letters and marine electroly-
sis. Also, volunteer builders are welcome to 
help with projects Thursdays and Saturdays 
— and experience is not a prerequisite. For 
details, call 941-708-4935.

Doug 
Calhoun, 
Dick Scully, 
boatshop 
director 
Bob Pitt 
and Len 
Conner 
work on 
a Cuban 
fi shing skiff 
in a shop 
in Cortez 
on June 21. 
Islander 
Photos: 
Lisa Neff

Tools of the trade: The boatbuilding shop in the 
Cortez Community Center is stocked with various 
tools — some electronic, some manual and some, 
according to director Bob Pitt, quite primitive.
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778-9622 
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 

Holmes Beach Business Center, 
Holmes Beach

Turn to West Coast 
Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, 
customer satisfaction and 
Carrier systems that are second to none. 
• Family-owned and operated since 1972
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

Let’s just say that 
comfort is our thing.

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Saturday 5pm – Service of Celebration
 Sunday 9:30am – Worship Service 

Nursery available at 9:30am

608 a a66
Holmes BeacH

778-1817All are welcome

Roser Memorial Community Church
A Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913

Come Celebrate Christ

Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414
www.roserchurch.com

Worship Service: 10am
Adult Church School: 9am

Children’s Church School: 10am
Youth Church School: 10am

Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 9 am

Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Improve the Quality 
of Your Life

Carol Greer Siemaszko
B.A. Ed., M.A. Psych

CERTIFIED COUNSELOR 
AND LIFE COACH

941-794-1492
Perico Island • Bradenton
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Island
Chiropractic

Center

Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Water-taxi service fl oats in limbo
By Paul Roat

 Water-taxi service to Anna Maria Island isn’t dead 
in the water, but only stalled a bit, according to a report 
offered to Island transportation planners last week.
 Bradenton Beach project/program manager Lisa 
Marie Phillips gave members of the Island Transporta-
tion Planning Organization an overview of the type of 
service that could be provided in the area. 
 The waterborne service, which could link varied 
mainland locations to the Island, has been under con-
sideration by transportation officials for more than 
two years. Highlights of the service, besides the vista 
potential for visitors and residents taking advantage of 
the alternative transportation to cars or buses, would 
include lessening gridlock on Island and state roads 
and eliminating parking problems.
 Bradenton Beach is in the process of creating a dock-
age facility at its Historic Bridge Street Pier on Anna 
Maria Sound. That dock could become a hub of Island 
water-taxi service, with easy access to the current free 

Manatee Trolley which runs the length of the Island.
 Phillips told ITPO members that the water taxi, 
if approved, could accommodate commuters from the 
mainland to the Island, as well as visitors.
 Routes and types of the vessels has been a sticking 
point for the service, as well as the associated insur-
ance, maintenance, storage and fuel access. 
 The Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nization in April 2005 agreed that the water taxi idea was 
feasible for the region and should be placed in the long-
range planning list of things to consider in the future.
 The group also agreed to bring the water-taxi con-
cept back to its respective cities and counties for further 
discussion — particularly regarding funding.
 A study conducted by Renaissance Planning Group 
concluded that “waterborne transportation holds enor-
mous potential for improving mobility, increasing 
accessibility and supporting redevelopment objectives 
in the Sarasota-Manatee region.
 “Water-taxi service is feasible as an element of the 

area’s transportation system that provides both social-
recreational trips and one that enables commuters to 
reach destination along coastal waterways and rivers,” 
according to Renaissance’s Whit Blanton. “As the Mana-
tee Island Trolley has demonstrated, benefi ts to both mar-
kets will likely occur through a well-designed system.”
 Blanton at the time looked at several different routes 
and concluded that a pilot project based in the Sarasota-St. 
Armands-City Island area would be the best area to try out 
the service. He added that the Sarasota concept was recom-
mended “because the city has made the most progress of 
all local governments in securing facilities for water-taxi 
docking and other amenities from developers, accumulat-
ing funds for development, and establishing an ordinance 
governing operating procedures and standards.”
 Unfortunately for water-taxi proponents, the city 
planner who was heading up that aspect of the project 
left Sarasota. The scheme then languished. 
 Blanton estimated that “an initial pilot program in 
Sarasota would entail capital costs of about $500,000, 
and annual operating costs of just over $500,000.”
 Funding sources to pay for the program could include 
federal or state grants, Blanton said, with fares likely to 
cover no more than 50 percent of the operating costs. Fares 
would probably be in the $2-$5 range, he added in 2005.
 No current plans for the service are in the works in 
either county, although there is still interest by many 
local lawmakers for a water taxi in the area.

Top chef
Chef Raymond Arpke prepares a dish for a camera crew June 22 at Euphemia Haye restaurant on Longboat 
Key. The crew fi lmed for a Quebec French-language TV series, “Canal Evasion,” and toured the state look-
ing for “old Florida” stories. An episode of the series set to air in August will feature Euphemia Haye and an 
interview with Arpke. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Art guild plans sale
 The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island Art Gallery 
will hold a “Celebrate Summer” sale in July.
 The sale begins July 2 and continues through July 
31, with 20 percent off selected work at the store, 5413 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Store hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Fridays and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays.
 For more information, call 941-778-6694.

Shoppers converge at the Guild Gallery.
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103 Gulf  Drive •  Bradenton Beach • 779-1930

Live music Friday and Saturday nights 
Where the locals and the stars love to dine!   

Denzel Washington said: “Great food!
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED

CARIBBEAN AND LATIN CUISINE
HOME OF THE MANGO-MACADAMIA 

ENCRUSTED GROUPER

B8

WORLD-FAMOUS PAELLA
MANGO CRAB CAKES

• Coconut Shrimp • Coconut Encrusted Grouper 
• Barbados-style Ribs • Curry Ginger Shrimp  
• St. Croix Shrimp Scampi • Steaks • Sushi-grade Tuna 
with Tropical Fruit Topping • Stir-fry Sweet Pepper Chicken 
• Jamaican Conch Chowder • Conch Fritters •  Cracked Conch

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
Everyday • 4-5 pm 

Buy one entree, get second entree 
HALF-OFF 

with this ad, with purchase of 2 beverages. 

900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach

941-778-1919941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pmBreakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

B7

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

Anna Maria 
Island

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404
C8

Open Tues-Sat • Lunch & DinnerOpen Tues-Sat • Lunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Every Sunday DOC & BC Every Sunday DOC & BC 
Every Friday Eric VonHahmanEvery Friday Eric VonHahman

June 15 Eclipse
June 23 Natural 

Vibes ARTISAN GALLERY
SIMPLY PUTSIMPLY PUT

SHOP 941-795-4788 • CELL 941-962-0567 • MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 12-5
SURFING WORLD PLAZA • 11904 CORTEZ RD. W., CORTEZ

WWW.SIMPLYPUTHOMEFURNISHINGS.COM

Come see our unique style 
or let us customize or 

rejuvenate your furniture.

PLUS GREAT NEW ADDITIONS:

• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques & collectables
• Gifts and unique treasures  
 for your home.
• Faux artists and more.

ARARARTITITISASASANNN GAGAGALLLLLLERERERYYY

Come see our unique stylee e 
or let us customize or 

rejuvenate your furniture

ARARARARARARTITITITITITISASASASASASANNNNNN GAGAGAGAGAGALLLLLLLLLLLLERERERERERERYYYYYY

C ii ll

Come see what everyone is talking about...Come see what everyone is talking about...
We’ve moved and expanded into the Surfi ng World location! 

C89906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
(941) 779-0034

COTTAGE OR CAPPUCCINO
BEACHFRONT OR BREAKFAST...

LET US HELP YOU

Real Coffee & Realty

A2

Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria A1

LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com
SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

C8
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Impact Windows and Doors
Exclusive Distributor Weatherside LLC • Based in Holmes Beach

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045

Mt. Vernon Offi ce
9819 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210

Direct: 941-345-1496
Tel: 941-795-3885
Fax: 941-795-3882

1-877-COASTFL
www.coastfl .com
NASDAQ: CFHI

Ellen P. Aquilina
Vice President
Branch Manager
eaquilina@coastfl .com

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, 
Ice, Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8

Anna Maria Island, Fl

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”

EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE REGGAE 
TUNESTUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

B5

For preferred seating call 782-1122
www.thesunhouserestaurant.com
… at the traffi c circle in Bradenton Beach

The Sun HouseThe Sun House
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

B8B8BB88B888B8B

Dining with 
a View

C8

(941) 778-6641(941) 778-6641

WE DELIVERWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR  

5606 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach 

Mon–Thurs 4pm–11pm 
Fri–Sat 11am–12am 

Sun 11am–11pm
Charles Witt - Manager

Tres 
Chic!

❋❉
Check out our chic Check out our chic 

dining area and wine bar!dining area and wine bar!
Happy Hour, Happy Hour, 

2 for 1 drinks, 5-6:30.2 for 1 drinks, 5-6:30.

CONTINENTAL BISTRO

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O

OPEN 11-8 • 12-8 SUNDAY

CLOSED TUES. • 59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

B4

HAPPY 
JULY 4

FROM YOUR 
FAVORITE BURGER

www.DuffysTavernAMI.comwww.DuffysTavernAMI.com

SIMPLY A BETTER WAY TO OWN THE
VERY BEST OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND.

RESERVE NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
LIMITED PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!
TOLL FREE 866.778.8433

B3
B4
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FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 EAST BAY DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH
ANNA MARIA ISLAND CENTER • 778-4665

• Thousands of 
 ornaments
• Nutcrackers
• Fabriché Santas
• Tree toppers
• Holiday music boxes and 
 carousels & much more

SALE EXCLUDES FRENCH DRESSING JEANSWEAR, FOCUS, CACTUS, DECEMBER DIAMONDS AND FLORIDA ORNAMENTS

Just Arrived!
✿ New Cot “n” Gear 
  casual separates
✿ New Cactus shirts
  Short sleeve and 3/4 sleeve

Great fashions
✿ Casual to cruise wear
✿ Jewelry and accessories

Gifts
✿ Pottery and art glass
✿ Dolls and tea sets
✿ Nautical
70% OFF MOST CHRISTMAS
LOTS OF CLOTHING 50% OFF

Rattan Furniture

Mercer’s Interiors and Upholstery
5345 Gulf Drive, Suite 100 • Holmes Beach 

941-778-7806

Now 
available 

from Mercers

High quality without the high mark-up.
Visit our Web site www.mercersupholstery.com

for styles, fabrics and fi nishes

A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Florida-made wines, tastings daily.
5350 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-8300

(Between Hurricane Hanks & the Post Office) Mon-Sat

• Customized Gift Baskets
• Chocolates

• Organic Teas
• Costa Rican Coffee
• Teapots and Mugs

• Cookies
• Hostess Gifts

FLORIDA WINES • QUALITY CANDIES

  WE 
SHIP! TheBag Lady

Just ask for me - 
I’ll be the bag behind 

the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off 
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

7604 Cortez Rd. • Bradenton • 761-0607

       Choose from Leather • Metallic 
• Handpainted Handbags • Accessories • Jewelry

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous designer names!

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
 June 16, 9000 Gulf Drive, driving with license 
suspended. Deputies stopped a vehicle with a cracked 
driver’s side window. Records revealed the driver had a 
suspended license and no insurance and, without having 
any form of identifi cation, he was arrested. 
 June 16, 800 block North Shore Drive, domestic 
disturbance. Deputies were called to a domestic distur-
bance where the wife and husband were arguing over 
cleaning and installing tile, according to the report. 
Both were issued domestic violence packages. 

Bradenton Beach
 June 14, 900 block Gulf Drive South, theft. The 
complainant said someone took his tackle box and fi sh-
ing poles at a value of more than $300 from his truck.
 June 17, Coquina Beach, drug violation. Offi -
cers observed a fi recracker go off and, when they 
approached a nearby vehicle, observed what appeared 
to be a marijuana cigarette, which later tested positive 
for cannabis. A juvenile was charged with possession 
of drugs.
 June 17, 2513 Gulf Drive N., Circle K, forgery. The 
complainant said she saw her daughter pumping gaso-
line into a car after the daughter had asked for money 
for fuel and was told by the complainant she had none. 
The complainant confronted the store clerk, who said 
the fuel was being paid for by the complainant’s credit 
card. It was eventually determined that the card was 
being used without the complainant’s consent. Other 
items charged to the card were juice and cigarettes. 
The daughter was later located and arrested. 

Holmes Beach
 June 17, 6800 block Gulf Drive, disturbance. 
Offi cers responded to a call regarding a disturbance in 
which one person apparently parked in another condo-
minium resident’s parking space, which resulted in a 
pushing match, according to the report. None of the par-
ticipants agreed to press charges, and the errant vehicle 
was moved away from the scene. 
 June 18, 4000 Gulf Drive, Manatee Public Beach, 
theft. The complainant said that someone took her 
credit cards from her purse, which she had left in her 
car, and someone had charged $2,000 to the cards. The 
complainant apparently told police that she suspected 
that people she was with may have taken the cards and 
made the charges. 
 June 19, 500 block 83rd Street, theft. The com-
plainant said his bicycle, valued at $200, was taken 
from the shed from the side yard of his home. 

Streetlife Island Players set season of 
shows for 2007-08

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The Island Players next season is set — fi ve produc-
tions beginning Oct. 11 with “Second Time Around.”
 “Second Time Around” runs through Oct. 21. Writ-
ten by Derek Benfi eld, the production involves the story 
of Bernard and Marion, two people who once shared a 
romance and by chance meet 20 years later. The direc-
tor is Gareth Gibbs of the Welsh Players.
 The lineup also includes:
 • “Greetings!” Nov. 29-Dec. 9. Written by Tom 
Dudzick, the play is described by the Island Players 
as “a lively Christmas comedy that glows with warm-
hearted emotion.” The setting is Christmas Eve in the 
home of a devoutly Catholic family. The guest for the 

holiday is a son’s Jewish fi ancé.
 • “Over My Dead Body,” Jan. 17-Feb. 3, 2008. 
Written by Michael Sutton and Anthony Fingleton, this 
production is about the aging founders of the Murder 
League, a group of elite British mystery writers now 
trying to compete with the “bloody tele.” To revitalize 
interest in their style of crime fi ction, they plot a real 
crime of their own.
 • “Born Yesterday,” March 13-30, 2008. Written by 
Garson Kanin, the comedy is the story of a tycoon who, 
seeking to buy some congressional clout, makes over his 
ex-chorus girlfriend to compete with the swanky elite of 
Washington, D.C. Broderick Crawford, Judy Holliday 
and William Holden teamed up to star in the fi lm version 
in 1950. Holliday won an Oscar for the fi lm, a Tony for 
the Broadway production and a Golden Globe.
 • “The Long Weekend,” May 8-18, 2008. Written 
by Norm Foster, this play is not to be confused with 
“The Lost Weekend.” It is not a tragedy, but a comedy 
about love, deception and betrayal.
 Season memberships are already on sale through the 
Island Players box offi ce, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
 Memberships can also be obtained using a form at 
www.theislandplayers.org.
 For more information, call the box offi ce at 941- 
778-5755.

Island Players 
seek producers

 The Island Players theater group is seeking 
co-producers for each production in the 2007-08 
season, which begins in the fall.
 Individuals or businesses can become co-pro-
ducers by pledging in one of three categories.
 In the $500 category, a co-producer gets his 
or her name mentioned on the Island Players’ box 
offi ce answering machine, announced from stage 
during the curtain speech before the performances 
and included in the program for the season. The 
co-producer also receives two tickets for opening 
night.
 In the $750 category, a co-producer, in addi-
tion to the above, also gets his or her name listed 
in all advertising for the production.
 In the $1,000 category, a co-producer, in addi-
tion to the above, gets his or her name on the the-
ater marquee for the production and four tickets 
for opening night.
 For more information, call Nancy Ambrose 
at 941-518-4431.

Diversity in the park
City Island Park in Sarasota this spring hosted a 
series of displays promoting diversity. Rhonda Bor-
stelmann of Perico Island stands in front of an image 
designed by her daughter, Valeri Rose Borstelmann, 
an art teacher now at Ballard Elementary School 
who grew up on Anna Maria Island.
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OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE 
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

EVERY MONDAY

EVERY FRIDAY

EVERY TUESDAY

EVERY DAY!

EVERY WEDNESDAY 4-8PM

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT! 4-8PM

ITALIAN ITALIAN 
BUFFETBUFFET

4-8pm

2-8pm

$$779595ALL-YOU-CAN-EATALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
BUFFETBUFFET

TACO TACO && FAJITAS FAJITAS

All-You-All-You-
Can-Eat Can-Eat 

All-You-All-You-
Can-EatCan-Eat 

$$779595

Homestyle Homestyle 
ChickenChicken

ALL-YOU-CAN-EATALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
BUFFETBUFFET

FISH FRYFISH FRY
with fries and slaw 

$$889595 $$559595

PANCAKESPANCAKES & &         
 SAUSAGE SAUSAGE
All-you-can-eat All-you-can-eat 
Mon-Fri
7am-noon
Sat-Sun
7am-1pm

TACO & FAJITA BUFFET

FRIDAY FISH FRY

TUESDAY 
SUNSET SPECIALS

Monday 4-8 pm ITALIAN 
BUFFET

All-you-can-eat 
Homestyle Chicken   
      Buffet

Cafe
on the Beach

SUNSET SUNSET 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

4-8pm4-8pm

NEW ON THURSDAYS! 4-8PM 

$$779595

Mon ~ Mark Cravens
Tues ~ Karen Greenley • Wed ~ Larry Rich

Thurs & Sat ~ Rick Boyd
Fri & Sun ~ Tom Mobley

4TH OF JULY BBQ
Join the Anna Maria Island

PRIVATEERS at NOON
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PARADE

LIVE MUSIC by NATURAL VIBES
THE PRIVATEERS WILL BE AWARDING THEIR 

SCHOLARSHIPS TO ISLAND YOUTHS

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR  
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD  

AND THE BEST VIEW  
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

A local treasure
Euphemia Haye Restaurant

5540 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

Reservations: 
(941) 383-3633

www.euphemiahaye.com
DINING ROOM OPEN NIGHTLY

SUN.-THURS. 6-10 PM ~ FRI.-SAT., 5-10:30PM
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

TOP SHELF SPIRITS • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 
OPEN 6-MIDNIGHT • LOUNGE OPEN 5-12:30

HHHHHaye Loft Summer Special
6-9pm Sunday-Thursday 

PPPPPrix Fixe ~ Appetizer Choices:
CCCCChef’s Pate or Yin Yang Hummus
SSSSSalad

EEEEEEEntrée choices:
GGGGGGGrecian Lamb Shank or Shrimp Scampi

CCCCCCoffee, decaf or tea and your choice from the 
ffaaaamous Haye Loft Dessert Display

$34 per person

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Restaurant on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: TUES-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD ONE DAY FOR HAXEN

120 Bridge St.120 Bridge St.
Bradenton Beach Bradenton Beach 

778-9088778-9088

 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton Bradenton 
755-9825 755-9825 

 OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
COUPON GOOD JUNE 27-JULY 3, 2007

MANATEE COUNTY’S 
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$1999 $1499
Smirnoff Vodka Black Velvet Canadian

1.75 
LTR

1.75 
LTR

Real Cuban Food
Jose’s

Mon-Fri 11am-9pm
Sat 11am-8pm

Sun Closed

8799 Cortez Road W.
941-795-4898

DELIVERY • DINE IN 
TAKEOUT • CATERING

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican PetesPelican Petes
Seafood Bar & GrillSeafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
TUESDAYTUESDAY ~ Fish & chips special $799 

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAYWEDNESDAY & SUNDAY~ Texas hold ‘em

FRIDAY FRIDAY ~ Tanya sings your favorites 6pm

FRIDAY FRIDAY ~ Karaoke 8:30 pm

SATURDAY SATURDAY ~ KARAOKE CONTEST 8pm
$1,000 GRAND PRIZE$1,000 GRAND PRIZE

Tues-Sun 4 till late

When’s the last time 
you tasted coffee 

in an old-fashioned 
“diner” mug?

Island Shopping Center
5404 Marina Drive

Phone  941 778-7978

Obituaries
Marie D. Gebbia

 Marie D. Gebbia, 85, of Bradenton, died June 7.
 Born in New York City, Mrs. Gebbia moved to 
Manatee County from Nyack, N.Y., in 1984. She was 
retired from AT&T. She was a member of St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, Holmes Beach, the Women’s Guild 
and the Pioneers’ Organization of N.Y. Telephone. 
 Memorial Mass will be held at 4 p.m. Thursday, 
June 28, at the church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Memorial contributions may be made to Tide-
well Hospice and Palliative Care, 5855 Rand Blvd., 
Sarasota FL 34238. 
 She is survived by husband Gaetano; daughters 
Cheryl of Holmes Beach, and Kathryn of Stoney Point, 
N.Y.; sons Guy and Gary, both of Nyack; sisters Louise, 
Ede and Jeanne of New York; brothers Anthony and 
Arthur; 13 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; and 
two great-great grandchildren. 

David Scott Hapner
 David Scott Hapner, 54, of Richmond, Ind., and 
formerly of Bradenton, died May 26.
 Mr. Hapner was a master carpenter and cabinet 
builder for 22 years in the area before moving back to 
Richmond in 2004. 
 Memorial contributions may be made to Pinehurst 
Combined Level of Care and Rehabilitation Center, 
705 E. Main St., Centerville IN 47330. Arrangements 

were through Community Family Funeral Home, Rich-
mond. 
 He is survived by son J.D. of Cocoa Beach; daugh-
ter Clare Dunn of Anderson, S.C.; sisters Teresa of 
Holmes Beach and D. Ruth of Branford, Fla.; mother 
Barbara of Richmond; father, Everett of Bradenton; 
friend Suzanne Horney of Richmond; and by several 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Kevin Randall Richards
 Kevin Randall Richards, 42, died June 4.
 He is survived by mother and step-father Myna 
and Dwight Gaskind; father and step-mother Gary and 
Carol; brothers Perry, Brian, Dubby and Mike; sisters 
Shanna and Vicki; and numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

Michael D. Riordan Jr.
 Michael D. Riordan Jr., 85, of Anna Maria Island, 
died June 15.
 Born in Willimantic, Conn., Mr. Riordan moved 
to Anna Maria Island 25 years ago. He retired from 
Texaco Inc. in 1981 as director of Worldwide Petro-
chemical Research. He was a graduate of Holy Cross 
College, Worchester, Mass., with a master’s degree in 
chemistry. He was a member of Key Royale Club, St. 
Bernard Catholic Church and the Anna Maria Island 
Historical Society. 

 Memorial services will be held at a later date. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the historical 
society, 402 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216.
 He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Bette; 
daughter Davitt McDermott and husband Robert of 
Maidens, Va.; grandson Peter McDermott of Tampa; 
grandson Kevin of Maidens; and great-granddaughter 
Kaitlyn McDermott of Maidens. 

Irene Papciak Scroggie
 Irene Papciak Scroggie, 89, of Bradenton, died June 
22.
 Born in Detroit, Mich., Ms. Scroggie moved 
to Bradenton in 1981. She was retired from Bundy 
Tubing Company, now TI Automotive Group, and 
after 18 years of working with United Auto Workers. 
She was a member of Independent Order of Foresters, 
Bounty Branch; Ladies Order of the Moose No. 1223; 
Sunny Shores Garden Club; and Surviving Spouses 
of Manatee. She was an active member of St. Bernard 
Catholic Church.
 Memorial services will be at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church at a later date. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the church, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes 
Beach FL 34217. 
 She is survived by nieces Rose Gray, Maxine 
Sobetski, Carole Miller, Irene Ellman and Marie 
Evens; and nephews Joseph Papciak and Walter Pap-
ciak.



20  JUNE 27, 2007  THE ISLANDER

House of Pizza
Buffet Special
Buy regular price buffet 

and get second for 

$299
with the purchase 

of a soft drink each

                 941-792-5300 •  10519 Cortez Road W.
            Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9pm

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON • EXPIRES JULY 31, 2007

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$$1 OFF1 OFF
FOOT-LONG SUBFOOT-LONG SUB
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY. WITH 

THIS COUPON. VALID THRU 7/3/07

NOW SERVING PIZZA!
8” PERSONAL SIZE8” PERSONAL SIZE
FASTFAST
ANDAND
TASTY!TASTY!

Cousins Morgan Greig, 9, and Marlin Ellis, 7, fi sh from their grandfather’s bayfront dock in Bradenton Beach. 
The two boys have formed M&M Bait Co. to generate a supplemental income. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

Island boys fi sh for fun, 
fi nancial gain

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 With cane poles in hand, cousins Marlin Ellis, 7, 
and Morgan Greig, 9, sit on grandfather Mike Norman’s 
dock over Anna Maria Sound and fi sh.
 They’re fi shing for sport.
 They’re fi shing for pleasure.
 And they’re fi shing for fi nancial gain.
 “It feels like labor,” Morgan says.
 Morgan and Marlin formed M&M Bait Co. about 
a year ago. Morgan suggested the “M&M,” the fi rst 
initials of the boys’ fi rst names. A business logo was 
designed and then affi xed to the lime green T-shirts the 
partners wear and a placard attached to the dock where 
they work, fi shing for pinfi sh for other fi shers to use in 
pursuing bigger catches.
 “They come out Fridays, weather permitting,” says 
Marlin’s mom, Marianne Ellis. “This is their way to 
earn money.”
 “It’s his fi rst job,” says Morgan’s mother, Sally 
Greig. Her son earns an allowance as well, so the pro-
ceeds from M&M Bait Co. could be called supplemen-
tal income.
 M&M Bait Co.’s equipment consists of two cane 
poles, lines, hooks, bobbers and hot dogs.
 “When we started, we used cheese, hot dogs 
and other fi sh,” Morgan says. “The hot dogs worked 
best.”
 Marlin advises, “The one trick is, when you’re fi sh-
ing for pinfi sh, you must use cane poles and bobbers 
because that’s what works.”
 They also have developed a technique.
 “When you see your bobber go under water, you have 
to pull to the side to get the hook in,” Morgan says.
 Morgan and Marlin decided to go into business 
together after learning Catchers Marina, 5501 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach, needed baitfi sh suppliers.
 They struck a deal at the shop — they get 25 cents 
to 50 cents, depending on the size of the pinfi sh.
 “The smaller the better,” Morgan explains as he sits 

M&M Bait Co. was established in 2006. Morgan 
Morgan Greig, 9, suggested the “M&M,” the fi rst 
initials of his name and that of his partner, Marlin 
Ellis, 7.

on the shaded dock behind Norman’s home in Bradenton 
Beach. “The most we’ve made in a day was $5 or $6.”
 “It takes a lot of patience,” Marlin adds. “Last time 
we made $2 because we caught eight fi sh.”
 Both boys set their earnings aside.
 “I save it to put in my account,” says Marlin.
 “We save it so we have a bigger savings and then 
buy something good,” says Morgan.
 He recently dipped into his savings to invest in a 
new slingshot. “It works pretty good,” he says.
 During the school year, the two fi shed for two or 

three hours every other Friday. Workdays increased in 
number over their summer vacation from Anna Maria 
Elementary School. 
 Marlin may put his experience with M&M Bait Co. 
to use in the future.
 “My daddy thinks I’m going to be a fi sherman,” he 
says. “I think that, too.”
 Morgan may also learn something with M&M to 
apply to a later career. “I would like to be a marine 
biologist,” he says. “I wonder what great mysteries lie 
beneath the ocean.”

Cayman travelers
Bill and Paige Eller 
of northwest Braden-
ton visit the Cayman 
Islands, including a 
stop at a park com-
memorating the 1794 
Wreck of the Ten Sails 
on the east end of 
Grand Cayman. The 
tragedy was something 
of a pile-up — one 
ship, the Cordelia, ran 
aground on the reef 
and then signaled to 
warn other ships. But, 
one by one, the ships 
misunderstood the 
message and ran into 
the reef.
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Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

CONTINENTAL BISTRO

Summer
sizzles!

Welcome to 

our sizzling 

summer offer!

Buy one dinner 

entree and 

receive 

the second 

entree 

F R E E !
If seated by 6:30, seated 

after 6:30, second entree 

is H A L F  P R I C E !

(same/lesser value entree)

EXPIRES JULY 6

Not valid with any other offers.

Please present coupon or call 

ahead for SPECIAL reservations.

Island Shopping Center ~ 54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach
Hurry, half-price offer expires June 22. Please, present ad on arrival 

or call ahead and request “special reservations.”
941 778 532O 

OOH LA LA!OOH LA LA!

DINNER nightly from 5 p.m.

 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

         

  M

oor
es Stone Crab

On the Waterfront

Est 1967

11:30AM-9:30PM DAILY • PHONE 383-1748 • 800 BROADWAY ST.

OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ALL 

WEEK.
CHILDREN & 

LARGE 
PARTIES 

WELCOME

HAPPY HOUR MON-FRI 4-6
IN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY.

Come watch the dolphins play from your 
waterfront table. Now serving our summer 

menu. Daily lunch and evening specials. 

Wednesday, June 27
5:30 p.m. — A teen-focused drawing class with Dawn Gurtner takes 

place at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Infor-
mation: 941-778-6341.
 5:30 p.m. — The BeachHouse Restaurant partners with ABC Fine Wine 
and Spirits for a wine-tasting at ABC, 3500 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. 
Information: 941-778-8705.

Thursday, June 28
 10 a.m. — A children’s reptile cartooning program takes place at the 
Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-
778-6341.
 Noon —  A demonstration in acupuncture technique with Tricia Gra-
ziano takes place at Island Chiropractic Center, 3612 East Bay Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information/RSVP: 941-773-6134.

Saturday, June 30
8:30 a.m. — The Kiwanis Club of Anna Maria Island meets for a pro-

gram and breakfast at Cafe on the Beach at Manatee Public Beach, 4000 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7823.
 8 p.m. — A karaoke contest takes place at Pelican Pete’s, 12012 Cortez 
Road, Cortez. Information: 941-792-4822.

Sunday, July 1
 Noon — The Anna Maria Island Privateers christen their pirate ship 
“The Skullywag” at the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce, 5313 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-744-7390.

Monday, July 2
 10 a.m. — The “Celebrate Summer” sale begins at the Artists Guild of 
Anna Maria Island Art Gallery, 5413 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The sale 
continues through July 31. Information: 941-778-6694.

Tuesday, July 3
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The West Manatee Firefi ghters Association, 

the Sandbar Restaurant and Publix Super Market hold a benefi t fundraiser 
for WMFR Capt. Rich Jasinski at Publix, 3900 E. Bay Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Jasinski is battling Hodgkin’s disease. Information: 941-741-3900.

11:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce holds 
a luncheon at Stonewood Grill, 7110 Cortez Road, Bradenton. Information: 
941-778-1541.

Noon — The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island hears from members 
Steve and Pam Schlueter on the Rotary International Convention in Salt 
Lake City during a lunch meeting at the BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf 
Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 941-448-5500.
 Dusk — An Independence Day eve fi reworks show takes place at the 
BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Information/
reservations: 941-779-2222.

Wednesday, July 4
Today is Independence Day.
9 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 

Commerce celebrates July 4 with a parade, live music, games and a picnic 
along Bay Isles Road. A highlight is the placing of 50 American fl ags along 
the road. Information: 941-383-2466.

10 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Privateers sponsor an Independence 
Day parade, stepping off at 10 a.m. at Coquina Beach and traveling north to 
Bayfront Park in Anna Maria. A celebration and presentation of scholarship 
awards follow at Cafe on the Beach, Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-780-1668.

11 a.m. — The Palmetto Independence Day Celebration takes place 
along the Manatee Riverwalk and includes, in addition to a fi reworks show 
over the river, a performance by Edgar Winter and Rick Derringer. Informa-
tion: 941-721-2138.

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. — The American Legion Kirby Stewart Post 24 hosts 
a barbecue and the patriotic renditions of Drew Thomas at the post building, 
2000 75th St. W., Bradenton. Information: 941-792-8731.

Dusk — An annual July 4 fi reworks celebration takes place at the 
Sandbar Restaurant on the Gulf shore in Anna Maria. Information/reserva-
tions: 778-0444.

Dusk — Sarasota’s Fireworks Over the Bay takes place at Sarasota 
Bayfront Park. Information: 941-953-3368.

Ongoing:
 • The Suncoast Offshore Grand Prix Festival continues through the 
July 4 holiday with the World’s Largest Offshore Party Thursday, June 28, 
at the Hyatt Sarasota; the Festival Parade of Boats in downtown Sarasota 
Friday, June 29; the Powerboats by the Bay celebration in Sarasota’s Cen-
tennial Park Saturday, June 30; the Suncoast Offshore Grand Prix Boat 
Race at Lido Beach on Sunday, July 1; the fi reworks display at Ed Smith 
Stadium in Sarasota on Tuesday, July 3; the Suncoast Spectacular with the 
Moscow Circus on Wednesday, July 4, at J.D. Hamel Park in Sarasota, and 
the Fireworks over the Bay in Sarasota Bayfront Park. Information: www.
suncoastoffshore.org/events.
 • Tuesdays the Anna Maria Island Community Center presents a water-
color class with Susie Cotton from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the St. Bernard 
Catholic Church activity hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1908.
 • Wednesdays the Anna Maria Island Community Center presents a 
knitting class with Barbara Hines from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the St. Bernard 
Catholic Church activity hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Informa-
tion: 941-778-1908.
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League offers summer courses for children 
and adults, as well as workshops, in the studio, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes 
Beach. Information: 941-778-2099.

Coming up:
• On July 6, the city of Anna Maria holds a farewell gathering for Sgt. 

John Kenney of the Manatee County Sheriff’s Offi ce, who is heading off the 
Island for mainland duty. Information: 941-708-6130.
 • On July 15, the Birthday Bash for Snooty the Manatee takes place at 
the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton. Information: 746-
4131.
 • On July 18, at 9 a.m., the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program conducts 

Bay-wise, a series of kayak tours from various points in the area. One tour 
leaves Coquina Park Bayside in Bradenton Beach to tour Leffi s and Jewfi sh 
keys. Information: 475-0796. Fee applies.

Save the date:
 • In August, area businesses celebrate “Jazz on the Islands” in partner-
ship with the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau. Information: 
941-729-9177.
 • On Sept. 8, the Manatee High School Her-icanes girls soccer team 
host a fundraising golf tournament at the Bradenton Country Club. Call 941-
807-1105.
 • On Sept. 17, the Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce holds its 
annual golf tournament at the Bradenton Country Club beginning at noon. 
Information: 941-778-1541.

Historical museum exhibits swimsuits
Vintage bathing suits are on display at the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society Museum, 402 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria. The display, on loan from the 
Retro Rosie store in Bradenton, includes the wool 
suits worn in the 1920s and the psychedelic prints 
fashionable in the 1960s. The museum also is show-
casing a display of memorabilia from the 1948 fi lm 
“On an Island With You” with Esther Williams, Peter 
Lawford and Anna Maria Island. The museum is 
open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays. 
For more information, call 941-778-0492.
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5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Snook • Trout • Redfi sh • Tarpon • Grouper • Shark

Inshore/Nearshore
USCG licensed/Insured

.

Located at 505 56th St. • Holmes Beach (in Catcher’s Marina)LLLLLLLLocated at 505 56th St. • Holmes Beach (in Catcher’s Marina)

MERCURY MARINE

Wolfgang Schulz Marine Engine Services Inc. 
Holmes Beach Mercury-Mercruiser

ON THE 
WATER

#1
Factory authorized service for 
Mercury & Mercruiser engines.

Full service marina
We employ 5-Star certifi ed 

Yamaha & Mercury 
technicians.

MON THRU FRI 8AM-5PM • SAT 9AM-1PM

941-778-2873

Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Let the races begin yet again off Sarasota
 It’s boat race time again.
 The Suncoast Offshore Grand Prix cranks up in 
the next few days, with lots of fast boats, hot pits and 
parades off the shore of Lido Beach in Sarasota. 
 Festivities have already commenced, with kid 
fi shing tourneys and a charity golf tournament, but the 
real deal will start with the “World’s Largest Offshore 
Party” at 8 p.m. Thursday, June 28, at the Hyatt Sara-
sota.
 Next day is the parade down Main Street in Sara-
sota, which starts at 6 p.m. 
 I love a parade, and this is a great one. Lots of big 
boats, lots of fun.
 There is also a block party on Main Street at Lemon 
Avenue after the parade, plus a car show and boat dis-
plays that night.
 Saturday is “Powerboats by the Bay” at Centennial 
Park, 10th Street and U.S. 41, with live entertainment, 
all the race boats on display, food and the usual festivi-
ties. 
 Sunday, July 1, is race day. 
 The course is pretty much between Big Pass and 
New Pass of Lido Key, with lots of laps and lots of 
really, really fast boats. 
 And the best part of all the events is that everything 
is free. 

‘Insider’s tips’ for enjoying the fun
 This year is the 23rd offshore boat race for Sara-
sota. It started as a modest effort to benefi t the Suncoast 
Foundation for the Handicapped, a not-for-profi t group 
that reaped the benefi ts of racers when they turned their 
winnings over to the foundation. 
 It has blossomed since into one of the biggest par-
ties Sarasota holds annually. 
 Historically, the races have been a hoot. The fi rst 
one saw a few buddies and I holding onto a surfboard 
out in the water, far too close to the course. We realized 
we were right up-front-and-personal when the water 
started to vibrate as the boats careened through the turn 
in front of our noses and the spray hit us.
 Then there was the year that the course ran into 
Big Pass between Lido and Siesta keys, zipped north 
into the bay and exited through New Pass. We were 
on a buddy’s sailboat, moored off the Sarasota Sailing 
Squadron, and had a front-row seat.
 Boats were supposed to cut their speed through the 
bay. Few appeared to do so. In fact, there was a great 
image of one boat hitting the throttle just before going 
under the New Pass Bridge and throwing hundreds of 
gallons of water via its wake into a convertible Mer-
cedes on the bridge. The bay path of the race course 
was terminated after that event.
 There was even a race that took place in Sarasota 
Bay when the weather was too bad for the boats to 
traverse the course in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 So here’s some tips if you want to go and enjoy any 
of the fun, and the No. 1 tip is easy: Get there early. For 
everything.
 Hey, it’s all a party, right? Enjoy it all. 
 For the parade, park down by the waterfront, stroll 
toward downtown, enjoy the sights, grab a cool bever-
age, and have a nice time. It’s Friday night, after all.
 On race day, its always to get to Lido Beach by 

8-ish, since that early parking isn’t much of a problem. 
There are lots of places to have breakfast — Holiday 
Inn, the pavilion, Lido Beach Resort, the Harley Sand-
castle — and then set up on the beach and enjoy the 
day on the sand. 
 If you have a boat and want to watch the action 
from it, I strongly advise you not to do so.
 There are three “boater holidays” that bring every-
body out on the water: Memorial Day, Fourth of July 
and Labor Day. I’ve had the misfortune to be out on the 
water when I had my little boat on each, and regretted 
every one. 
 Although Anna Maria Island boaters are courte-
ous, competent and cautious, the rest of the yachting 
community is not always the same. It is really, really 
scary out there on the holidays, and prudent waterfolk 
I’ve known fi nd it a good day to stay home — or drive 
somewhere and watch the fun from the safety of the 
shore. 
 Have fun this Fourth of July.

More fun
 For those who eschew the joys of the shore and 
prefer to venture into the interior of the state on the 
Fourth, here’s a bit of dubious advice offered from my 
friend of days of yore from Bradenton Beach, Doris 
Silverthorn, now of North Carolina. I question its valid-
ity, but it’s funny nonetheless.
 “The U.S. Department of Fish and Game is advising 
hikers, hunters and fi shers to take extra precautions and 
keep alert for bears while in the fi eld. They advise that 
campers should wear noisy little bells on their clothing 
so as not to startle bears that aren’t expecting them.
 “They also advise campers to carry pepper spray 
with them in case of an encounter with a bear. It is also 
a good idea to watch out for fresh signs of bear activity. 
Campers should recognize the difference between black 
bear and grizzly bear dung.
 “Black bear dung is smaller and contains lots of 
berries and squirrel fur.
 “Grizzly bear dung is larger and has little bells in 
it and smells like pepper spray.”
 Oh, Doris ….

Racoons, too
 Remember those old door mats that depicted a car-
toon of a raccoon working the combination lock on a 
garbage can? The little bandits could break into anything, 
and Island residents of years past — and even today — 
went to extreme lengths to keep the pests from strewing 
garbage all over the yard at night.
 We’re not alone, it would appear, in our ’coon prob-

lems.
 According to a news report fi rst published in the 
Washington Post, Hermann Goering fi rst approved a 
proposal that raccoons would be a great source of fur 
and would give hunters something to shoot. Raccoons 
were imported from the United States to Germany.
 And they did what animals do. They bred. And 
bred.
 Goering’s action in 1934 has spurred what is esti-
mated to be 1 million raccoons in Germany, a place that 
never had the masked marauders before, and they have 
spread to the Baltic Sea and as far east as Chechnya. 
British newspapers have called them “Nazi raccoons,” 
and fear they could spread across the English Channel 
to their country.
 As here, the little critters are more of a nuisance 
than anything else, eating other critters’ eggs and break-
ing into homes in the winter to weather the cold and 
fi nd food. 
 German residents are fi ghting the same fi ght we do 
with raccoons. They try to secure their garbage, keep 
their doors to outbuildings closed, and keep a careful 
watch to keep the little pests away.
 And, like we’ve all found — well, some of 
us, anyway — raccoons don’t serve as a good food 
source.
 As one trapper put it, after his snack, “It’s a very 
intensive taste, a wild-animal taste. But there’s just no 
demand for any part of them, basically.”
 Right. Tell that to Daniel Boone.

Sandscript factoid
 There has always been a school of thought of a few 
of us dog lovers that the little mutts are smarter than 
they appear. Now, there’s some science to back up our 
beliefs.
 A group of European scientists has determined that 
dogs from a wide range of breeds will rather quickly 
pick up learned behavior from another dog to get a 
treat.
 The test was based on whether or not a dog could 
use its paw rather than its mouth to pull down a bar to 
get a cookie. Normal dog behavior is to use its mouth 
for almost everything. 
 The control group quickly caught onto how to use 
the bar to get the treat, using its mouth. 
 When a trained dog had a ball in its mouth and 
thunked the bar with its foot, the other dogs still used 
their mouths. Scientists fi gured that the other dogs fi g-
ured that the ball kept the dog from using its mouth, as 
usual, and did as they always would do.
 Then the third test where the trained dog, without 
a ball in its mouth, used its paw to push down the bar 
to get a treat, was shown to the pack. Most then used 
their own paws rather than their natural tendency to use 
their mouth to get the cookies.
 As one researcher told the Washington Post, “Dogs 
are really keen observers of the world around them.”
 I’ve had dogs forever. They never stop amazing me. 
The little mutt I’ve now got, after spending time with 
other dogs, has gotten quieter, calmer, more relaxed, 
and generally has apparently learned what it’s like to be 
a dog rather than a frantic human — like its owner. 
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We’d love to hear your 
fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.
Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 
offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

CHARTER BOAT JAN MARIE
Capt. 
Glenn 
Corder4, 6, 8 hours

Special rates for  
Florida Keys

The finest quality  
charter on the west coast

Departing Galati Marine 
Reservations 
941-778-1203 • 941-713-5900            

52-foot Viking Sportfish

e-mail
captain.glenn@verizon.net

mrehbine@stuevans.com

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

 Jun 27 9:23 2.4 – – – – 5:32 0.0
 Jun 28 10:05 2.5 – – – – 6:14 -0.1
 Jun 29 10:47 2.6 – – – – 6:52 -0.2
FM Jun 30 11:29 2.7 – – – – 7:32 -0.2
 Jul  1 – – – – 12:12 2.7 8:10 -0.2
 Jul  2 4:22 1.5 6:00 1.4 1:00 2.7 8:49 -0.2
 Jul  3 4:32 1.5 7:17 1.4 1:53 2.6 9:21 -0.1
 Jul  4 4:43 1.6 8:24 1.3 2:53 2.4 9:57 0.1

Anna Maria Island Tides

Catch-and-release snook highlight of backwater
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Since snook season is closed, about the only good 
inshore catches are, naturally, catch-and-release snook. 
Other backwater action includes redfi sh, a few fl ounder 
and some spotty trout catches.
 Offshore fi shing continues to be great for grouper, 
snapper and amberjack. 
 At Corky’s Live Bait & Tackle, reports include 
lots of catch-and-release snook on large bait. Palma 
Sola Bay is a good spot for redfi sh action, with some 
reds coming in at better than 40 inches in length. Live 
shrimp and Black Salty’s are the best bet for the best 
catches. There are also trout coming out of the bay, 
and there was even a 5-foot-long shark caught there. 
Tarpon are fi nally starting to show up off Egmont Key 
and in the Gulf off Bradenton Beach, with blue and 
pass crabs producing the best results. There are also 
good reports of Spanish mackerel, ladyfi sh and fl ounder 
being caught near the Island, and offshore fi shers have 
reported catching large sharks, kingfi sh, grouper and 
amberjacks.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said grouper and snapper 
fi shing is good in the Gulf in the 100-foot water depths. 
Inshore action for snook and reds is also good, but he’s 
hearing that trout are hard to fi nd.
 Tom Cassetty at the Rod & Reel Pier said anglers 
there are catching and releasing snook at night, man-
grove snapper to 14 inches in length, a few sheepshead 
and small sharks. Tom said that there hasn’t been much 
mackerel action off the pier.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
fi shers there are catching a few macks, plus mangrove 
snapper.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
big snapper are coming in during the morning, catch-
and-release snook are thick in Terra Ceia Bay, and reds 
are coming out of Miguel Bay at the higher tides.
 At Tropic Isle Marina in Terra Ceia, reports 
include trout and redfi sh coming from Terra Ceia Bay, 
and tarpon catches outside of the bay. 
 Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said he’s catching a lot 
of catch-and-release snook, sometimes up to 30 on a 
single trip. 
 At Annie’s Bait & Tackle in Cortez, Capt. Sam 
Kimball said he’s doing well with amberjack, grouper 
and snapper offshore. Capt. Mark Johnson, also out 

of Annie’s, said his inshore trips include good catches 
of reds, trout and snook. 
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said that fi shing “is hot right now with big 
gag and red grouper going strong. We are also catching 
lots of red, mangrove and lane Snapper, big barracuda, 
lots of sharks up to 6 feet in length and one kingfi sh at 
25 pounds.” He added that the best grouper action is 
30 to 50 miles out using live pinfi sh and grunts. “Fish-
ing really improved after Tropical Storm Barry came 
through a few weeks ago,” Capt. Larry said, adding that, 
“My theory is after a storm comes through it pushes lots 
of new fi sh into the area, so now is the time to go out 
and go fi shing and get them while they’re hot.”
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said he’s fi nding that “shrimp 
and small pinfi sh have been the ticket to success for me 

lately. The baits have been producing quality redfi sh, 
spotted sea trout, Spanish mackerel, snook, shark and 
huge ladyfi sh. The good news is that the pinfi sh will be 
readily available all summer, but we are closing in on 
peewee season for live shrimp. A real good alternative 
is the Berkely ‘Gulp’ shrimp fi shed beneath a fl oat of 
your choice. Also, there has been some small grunts 
mixed in with the pinfi sh that are particularly deadly 
on trout. Another often overlooked summer bait are 
chubs that are highly available on the mud fl ats.” He 
said his catch of the week was a 32-inch redfi sh landed 
and released by 7-year-old Lauren Timbrook from West 
Virginia. “Tarpon have fi nally arrived,” Capt. Zach con-
cluded, “better late than never, and have been showing 
well along the beaches, Longboat Pass and Egmont 
Key.”
 On my boat Magic, we caught reds to 29 inches, a 
few trout and catch-and-release snook to 29 inches. 
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 25-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 723-1107 to provide a fi shing report. 
Prints and digital images of your catch are also wel-
come and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information. 

Good catch
Dalton Estes, 11, caught this large red grouper while fi shing about 50 miles out in the Gulf of Mexico with 
Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish Charters. 

King-size 
kingfi sh

Matt Brown-
ing of Bra-

denton caught 
this 55-pound 
kingfi sh while 

fi shing on 
the Happy 

Hooker One 
out of Cortez. 

Bait was a 
dead threadfi n 

herring, and 
as Matt put 

it, “I think it’s 
the biggest 

king caught 
around here in 

awhile.” 
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Effective July 9 our new 
location will be

5382 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach
941-778-0777

 Vacation  
  Rentals 

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~ 
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable 
service for 

over 35 
years! 

6101 MARINA DR., HOLMES BEACH

For Expert Advice On Island Property

CALL CHRIS & JOHN

941-778- 6066
CHRISTINE T. SHAW AND 

JOHN VAN ZANDT, REALTORS

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor 

www.greenreal.com

778-0455

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

LACASA COSTIERA Luxury condo 
7320 Gulf Dr., #10, Holmes Beach: 
Exquisite 2-3BR/2.5BA, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished, wet bar, crown 
molding, heated pool and spa. 
$1,749,000. ML#338524.

NFL football — fl ag football — dominates summer fun

Buccaneer receiver Chris Pate goes high to catch a 
pass. Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 NFL Flag Football action continues into summer 
at the Holmes Beach fi eld in three age divisions. The 
youth division, for players ages 12-15, is being domi-
nated by the Buccaneers, who have won every game 
and sit atop of the standings with a 6-0 record. The 
Raiders are in second place with two victories, while 
the Panthers are still in search of victory lane.
 The junior division for players ages 8-11 has two 
teams currently tied for fi rst place, the Texans and the 
Titans. Both teams sport 3-2 records, while third-place 
Chiefs have one victory.
 The season is quickly winding down so get out and 
catch a game on the sidelines.

Buccaneers 40, Panthers 34
 Daniel Landesberg scored three touchdowns and an 
extra point to lead the Bucs past the Panthers on June 
22. The Bucs also received offensive touchdowns from 
Rainia Lardas and Kyle Parsons, while Tommy Price 
contributed a defensive TD in the victory. Alex Burgess 
closed out the Buc scoring with three extra-point recep-
tions.
 The Panthers received offensive touchdowns 
from Julian Botero, Nicole Botero, Brandon Gengler 
and Blake Rivers. Gengler also contribute a defensive 
score for the Panthers, which also received a safety 
from Julian Botero and a two-point conversion from 
Matt Bauer in defeat.

Titans 28, Chiefs 19
 Adam Hart scored a pair of touchdowns to help 
the Titans defeat the Chiefs 28-19 in junior division 
fl ag football on June 22. The Titans also received a 
touchdown and an extra point from Connor Field and 
Josh Zawistoski in the victory.
 The Chiefs were led by Ben Connors, Blaine Jenef-
sky and Seth Walter with one touchdown apiece, while 
Noah Connors added an extra point in the loss.

Titans 35, Texans 6
 Connor Field and Josh Zawistoski each scored a 
pair of offensive touchdowns to lead the Titans past 
the Texans on June 20. Zawistoski added a defensive 
score for the Titans, which also received a one-point 
conversion from Zach Stewart in the victory.
 Devan Salati scored the lone touchdown for the 
Texans in the loss.

Chiefs 40, Texans 8
 Zach Facheris scored a pair of offensive touch-
downs and Blaine Jenefsky added a TD from both sides 
of the ball to lead the Chiefs past the Texans on June 
18. Ben Connors led a strong defensive effort with two 
defensive touchdowns in the victory.
 The Texans were led by Gavin Sentman’s lone TD 
and a safety from Jake Parsons in the loss.

Key Royale Golf news 
 Earl Huntziger carded a 6-under-par 26 to win 
the June 18 individual low-net golf tournament at the 
Key Royale Club golf course. Charles Knopp fi nished 
three shots back with a 29, while John Heiselman, Fred 
Meyer and Bob King tied for third place with a trio of 
31s.

Horseshoe news
 None of the eight teams that started horseshoe play 
on June 16 managed undefeated pool play records, 
leaving fi ve 2-1 teams to battle it out for the day’s brag-
ging rights. Sam Samuels and Steve Doyle emerged as 
champs after the unusually lengthy playoff round. They 
edged the team of Debbie Rhodes and Ron Slagh by a 
21-18 score.
 Only three teams played on June 20 with Sam Sam-
uels and Debbie Rhodes earning bragging rights thanks 
to a 23-14 victory over Ron Pepka and Tom Rhodes.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

AMICC NFL Flag Football standings

Panther receiver Matt Bauer weaves his way through the Buccaneer defense.

Youth Division
Team Won Lost
Buccaneers 6 0
Raiders 2 3
Panthers 0 5

Junior Division
Titans 3 2
Texans 3 2
Chiefs 1 3

AMICC NFL Flag Football schedule 
(All games played at Holmes Beach fi eld)
Youth Division (Ages 12-15)
June 27 7 p.m. Raiders vs. Buccaneers
June 29 7 p.m. Panthers vs. Buccaneers

Junior Division (Ages 8-11)
June 27 6 p.m. Texans vs. Titans
June 29 6 p.m. Chiefs vs. Titans 

Pee Wee Division (Ages 5-7)
June 28 6 p.m. Colts vs. Eagles
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TO SETTLE AN ESTATE
THREE LOTS IN

PALMA SOLA PARK

Simply the Best

29 YEARS

Mike 
Norman 
Realty

Ofrecemos servicio de ventas en espanõl
www.mikenormanrealty.com

INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

3BR/2BA HOME IN PALMA SOLA PARK. Minutes 
to Gulf beaches. Many opportunities with this property. 
House sits on three lots (over one acre). Could be sepa-
rated if house razed. $495,000.

WESTBAY COVE SOUTH Direct bayfront 2BR/2BA 
end unit with exceptional views. Only twenty units in
complex. Heated pool and tennis. $475,000.

3BR BEACH FRONT Beautifully furnished, updated, 
with exceptional views. Price reduced by $400,000.

DIRECT GULF 
VIEW with booked 
rentals in Bradenton 
beach! 2BR/1.5BA, 
t w o  s c r e e n e d 
porches with unob-
structed views of 
the beach. Heated 
pool and enclosed 
garage. $489,000.

4520 E. SR 64 • Bradenton, FL 34208
Phone: 941-465-4300 •Fax: 941-465-4359

www.prudentialfl oridawci.com

“The Experience is Everything”

4015 Hawk Island Dr. Hawk Island4015 Hawk Island Dr. Hawk Island. . 
Gated boating community. Gated boating community. 

4BR/4.5BA, three-car garage, pool. $2,750,000. 
Laura Tracy, 941-915-4167.

927 River Basin Ct. Waterlefe Golf  & River Club
Maintenance free, 3BR/2BA, two-car garage. $439,000. 

Laura Tracy, 941-915-4167.

3728 N.E. 5th Ave. Riverdale
Boating community. 

4BR/3.5BA, pool, canal, dock, boatlift. $804,500. 
Pam Edgington, 941-812-6324

FEATURED HOMES

TIME
  2 
BUY!

Laura E. McGeary PA
punky2@aol.com

Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate, Inc

Bay Palms 2BR/2BA Sailboat GRAND CANAL. Private 
dock. Nice! Room for pool, expansion. $695,000!

    Pointe West 3BR/2BA Updates, heated pool! 
Split plan.  $345,000!

       Village West 3BR/2BA Near Bray Park! Fresh Paint.
  Backups needed! $259,900  $249,900!

     Lexington 2,663sf 3BR/3BA plus den. Pool-size lot! 
$387,500  $349,500!

Mariners Cove 3BR/2BA FULL Bayview. 35-foot boat slip! 
$690,000  $649,900! Lowest priced 3BR!

Braden Crossings Updated 3BR/2BA 1,663 sf. NEW 14 
seer a/c! $279,000  $260,000!

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EVENINGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

WONDERFUL WILLOW RETREAT This cozy 3BR/1BA 
Anna Maria hideaway is located within easy strolling 
distance of the Gulf and offers a spacious 70x155-foot lot 
with plenty of room for a pool. Motivated seller has reduced 
his price to only $498,000. Don’t miss it!

415 61st St. N.W.
Bradenton

2BR/2BA home,
large fenced yard,

in quiet 
neighborhood

$220,000

941-778-7200www.jackelka.com

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

SAIL AWAY ABOARD 65-foot Lex-Sea. Key West 
Fantasy Fest, six days, fi ve nights, $995 per person, 
$1,095 per couple. Cayo Costa Thanksgiving, four 
days, three nights, $595 per person, $1,095 per 
couple. Everglades Expedition, seven days, seven 
nights, $795 per person, $1,495 per couple. 941-
713-8000. www.annamariaislandsailing.com.

ISLAND YOGA SPACE: Summer classes and work-
shops. Drop-ins welcome. Visit islandyogaspace.
com, or call 941-747-9397 for more information.

ISLAND RESIDENT BUYS costume, fi ne jewelry 
and more! Please contact Diana Miller, 941-592-
0817, or e-mail: salesbydiana@gmail.com.

KIDNAPPED! Bentley (the butler statue) disap-
peared from Sandy Rich’s Real Coffee & Realty, 
9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, on March 17. Sandy 
says, “Call and I’ll pick him up, no questions asked.” 
Call her at 376-6077.

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Courtesy of the Project 
Childsafe, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Holmes Beach Police Department. 
Free at The Islander newspaper offi ce, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be sorry, be safe.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

PETS

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to 
foster puppies and kittens until they are old enough 
for adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
days, Thursday. 9am-noon Saturdays. Always porch 
clothing sales. 941-779-2733. 511 Pine Ave., Anna 
Maria.

GARAGE SALE: 8am-noon Saturday, June 30 only. 
Lots of furniture, three full bedroom sets, bedding, 
lamps, couch and chair, glass table and buffet, 
pictures, rugs, chairs, tons of stuff, outdoor furni-
ture and barbecue, too. 2414 Ave. B, Bradenton 
Beach.

SALE: NIKI’S ISLAND Treasures. Weekly specials, 
all sterling jewelry, collectible angels 50-70 percent 
off. Select dolls, books, collectibles, vintage and cos-
tume jewelry, art, glassware 30-90 percent off. One 
entire room of collectibles, Orientals, bric-a-brac 
50-75 percent off. Open seven days, 9:30am-5pm. 
5351 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 941-779-0729.

MOVING SALE: 8am-5pm, Friday through Sunday, 
June 29-July 1. Wicker bedroom set, sofa, chair, 
dining room table and dishes. 7306 Holmes Blvd., 
Holmes Beach. 

TWO-DAY CARPORT sale: 8am-noon Saturday, 
June 30 and Wednesday, July 4. Clearing out shop. 
Tools, “boys toys,” lots of miscellaneous, cheap stuff. 
308 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages four through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visitwww.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

ITEMS FOR SALE

JOHN DEERE ZERO-turn mower. F-620. Good con-
dition. SN.TCF620X013982, manufactured 1995, 
reconditioned. New battery, belts. $2,000 fi rm. Ted 
Baird, 941-812-0244. 

METAL DAYBED AND white frame with two new 
high-quality twin mattresses. One mattress slides 
under as trundle. 727-415-8727.

GE CHEST FREEZER:  48-inches wide, 30-inches 
deep, 35-inches high. In good condition, just too 
large for our space. $125. Located in Holmes Beach. 
Call 863-712-3167.

FOR SALE: PIANO, $300, electric keyboard, $50, 
coffee table, $25, 20-gallon aquarium with stand 
and extras, $80. Call 941-778-2549.

QUEEN BED BOOKCASE headboard and frame, 
matching dresser, oak roll-top desk, Sony Trini-
tron 27-inch color TV, wood outdoor table with two 
benches, pearl drum set, Sony FM/AM/CD car radio. 
941-778-4360.

SALE! $2.50 A box: Anna Maria Junior Girl Scouts 
Troop No. 590 cookies are on sale at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE DELIVERY to your home or condo: Shrimp, 
crabs, native fi sh. Prompt delivery to your door. Call 
James Lee, 941-795-1112 or 704-8421.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

YOU WANT IT ... You got it. Oval AMI bumper stick-
ers are just $1 at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7978. 
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HOLMES BEACH• 778-0807 • 800-956-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

32 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
SHELL POINT 2BR/2BA corner, ground fl oor, pool view. turnkey, $295,000.
PERICO ISLES 3BR/2BA community pool, tennis courts. Turnkey furnished, 

fi ve minutes to beaches. $429,000.
KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT Golf course view. 90x104. $690,000. 

LUXURIOUS WOODLAND PARK Over 2,800 sf living area. 4BR/3BA, 
den, heated pool/spa. Extras include over $50,000 in  lush landscape 

and window treatments plus ceramic floors and granite in kitchen. 
A MUST SEE at $699,000.

SUNBOW 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $449,000.
BEST BUYS: ADULT COMMUNITY from $55,000, heated pool, near 

shopping, dining and transportation. 
PINEBROOK AND IRONWOOD $139,000 to $263,900.
RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual. 

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRIJesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  (941) 713 - 4755      (800) 771 6043  (941) 713 - 4755      (800) 771 6043

ISLAND CONDO Walking distance to many shops and 
restaurants, this condo offers it all. Heated pool, storage, two 
covered parking spots, washer, dryer and a new water heater. 
Turnkey furnished for your convenience. A real beauty priced 
to sell. $294,900. Call Jesse Brisson, 941-713-4755.

REDUCED
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker
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“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

FEATURED PROPERTIES
Something for Everyone!

Nice spacious building site for owner. Duplex for $479,000.
Immaculate single-family in popular residential area with 

2,132 sf. Only $489,500.
The best of Gulffront beginning at $2,900,000.

Call for details

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
SERVICES Continued

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reason-
able, reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 
941-778-0944. 

ROOFING REPAIRS and replacements. Remod-
eling, repairs, additions, screen rooms, kitchens, 
baths. Free estimates. License #CGC061519, 
#CCC057977, #PE0020374. Insured. Accepting 
MasterCard/Visa. 941-720-0794. 

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

ANY ODD JOBS? Need a pet sitter or dog walker? 
Island local, dependable 17 year-old seeks work. 
Call Zach, 941-779-9783 or 941-224-5854.

AMERICAN HANDYMAN: ISLAND resident. 
Guaranteed price, guaranteed quality. Any job. 
Discount with ad. Licensed and insured. Jerry, 
941-448-5999. 

LOCK AROUND THE Clock: Island locksmith and 
owner, Bob Woods. Licensed, bonded and insured. 
941-778-1661 or 941-713-4414. 

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152. 

TOASTED COMPUTER SERVICE: In-home service, 
virus/spyware cleanup, system set up, upgrades, 
diagnose, repair, Internet and wireless network 
security. Over 37 years computer experience. Call 
Tom, 941-224-1069.

FREE HOUSESITTING ON Islands: Reliable, 
semi-retired couple will care for your home, etc., 
for extended periods. References, bondable. E-mail: 
debrann@us.ibm.com. 941-538-3803.

DEBORAH’S DOMESTIC SERVICES: Cooking and 
all types of cleaning done fast and effi ciently. Rea-
sonable rates, rental investors encouraged to call 
941-962 4059.

STAR MOBILE MARINE detailing: Is your boat dirty? 
Does it have heavy oxidation? I can take care of that 
and much, much more. Call me for a free estimate 
to see how you can protect your boat from the heat 
and salty waters. 941-812-3816.

EXPERIENCED HOME COMPANION available. 
Light housekeeping, light cooking, errands, shop-
ping, appointments, etc! References. Call Joany, 
941-580-8385.

HOUSEKEEPER: ISLAND RESIDENT. Recent 
openings available, very reasonable rates. Quality 
cleaning to your satisfaction. Entire home or partial 
references. 941-713-6299.

THE RECOVERY ASSISTANT: Recover from the 
daily pains of housework. Weekly, bi-weekly. Senior 
cleaning special, $40. Residential, commercial 
vacation properties. Free estimate, discount rates. 
Call Taylor, 941-592-7786.

MUSIC LESSONS! Flute, saxophone, clarinet. 
Beginning to advanced. Contact Koko Ray, 941-
758-0395.

HELP WANTED Continued

LEGAL SECRETARY/PARALEGAL position: Press-
wood Law Firm, P.A., is an employment litigation 
and appellate practice located in Bradenton, Fla. 
This position offers a casual offi ce setting, the latest 
technology tools, and the fl exibility to work between 
25-40 hours per week. Must be adept with technol-
ogy (e.g., utilizing software such as Word, Excel, 
Outlook, Amicus Attorney, PC Law) and enjoy work-
ing with people. Litigation experience preferred. 
E-mail resume to kendra.p@verizon.net.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

GIFTS/DECOR FOR patio, home and garden. 
Enchanting shop, fun items in Holmes Beach - busy 
shopping district. Profitable. $79,000. Longview 
Realty, 941-383-6112. For more great business and 
realty buys: www.longviewrealty.com.

CHARTER BOAT SERVICE: Eco-tours, sightseeing, 
more in Cortez. Assets include 26-foot cat, 150-hp 
outboard. $70,000. Longview Realty, 941-383-6112. 
For more great business and realty buys: www.
longviewrealty.com.

RESTAURANT: CAFE AND RETAIL, charming and 
picturesque in great location for your menu and 
more. $75,000, inventory negotiable. Longview 
Realty, 941-383-6112. www.longviewrealty.com.

RESTAURANT: SPORTSFISH GRILL: Newly 
redecorated, well-equipped in great Holmes Beach 
shopping center. $89,000. Longview Realty, 941-
383-6112. www.longviewrealty.com.

KIDS4HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

LOOKING FOR A babysitter, pet sitter, dog walker 
or somebody to do odd jobs? Call Kendall, 14-year-
old, ninth-grader. Certified in first aid! 941-779-
9783.

RED CROSS-CERTIFIED 14-year-old looking for a 
job babysitting or pet sitting. Experienced with kids! 
Call Kim, 941-794-8640 or 941-807-0889.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

LICENSED CNA/HHA: Personal care, meal prepa-
ration, house keeping, bathing and dressing assis-
tance, medication reminder, respite care, transpor-
tation. Call 941-345-6155. Good rates. 

SERVICES

MAN WITH SHOVEL: Plantings, natives, patio gar-
dens, trimming, cleanups, edging, maintenance. 
Hard-working and responsible. Excellent references. 
Edward, 941-778-3222.

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

TRANSPORTATION

1997 COUGAR: SIX-cylinder automatic, new air 
conditioning, tires, brakes, battery, hoses, belts, 
and water pump. Excellent condition. $3,950. 941-
725-2395.

1999 DODGE VAN: 80,000 miles. Great condition, 
four cylinder. $2,500 or best offer. 941-792-0338. 

1996 ACURA NSX. $4,000. Good condition, low 
miles, clear title. Red exterior, black interior. Remov-
able TARGA top, fi ve-speed manual transmission. 
225-910-6308 or marysbuyers@hotmail.com.

1996 GRAND CHEROKEE, 1996 Jeep SUV. 
123,000 miles, two-wheel drive, power, good con-
dition. Runs great. $3,800. View at The Islander 
newspaper, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
941-778-1102.

BOATS & BOATING

WANTED: BOAT SLIP with lift wanted for rent. 
23-foot boat. Need deep water and no bridges to 
pass under. Northern canals that empty into Galati 
harbor area preferred. Charlie, 205-602-0513. 
ctcowin@aol.com.

1999 GRADY WHITE 192 TOURNAMENT: Yamaha 
150, low hours, excellent condition, Bimini, hydraulic 
tilt and steering, radio, extras. $10,500. 941-778-
8444.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS wanted: SunCoast Real 
Estate LLC. Floor time and generous split. Confi -
dential. Call Mary Ann Schmidt, 941-779-0202 or 
941-778-4931.

MAINTENANCE FULL-TIME: Longboat Key resort. 
Experience required. Benefi ts. Drug-free workplace. 
Call 941-383-5549.

FRONT DESK RESERVATIONIST: Reliable people-
person for Longboat Key resort. Five years experi-
ence. 9am-5pm, four days per week, including Sat-
urday and Sunday. Start at $12 per hour and up, 
depending upon experience. Call 941-383-5549.

WE NEED PART-time housekeeping staff to care 
for our lovely Anna Maria cottages. Weekends often 
required. Please call 941-778-1503.

STYLIST AND NAIL Tech needed. Booth rental, 
$100/week. Salon near beaches off Cortez Road. 
Call Jaimee, 941-792-3127 or 941-737-7305.

ACCOMMODATIONS MANAGER: LOCAL Island 
real estate company looking for an experienced 
person to manage seasonal and annual rent-
als. All inquiries kept in confidence. Call Mike, 
941-737-0915.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT Tingley Library in 
Bradenton Beach. Friendly atmosphere with great 
community spirit. It’s fun, give it a try! For more infor-
mation, 941-779-1208.

ISLANDER CLASSIFIEDS: The best news in town 
and the best results from classifi ed ads and service 
advertising!

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.
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SERVICES Continued

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair and/
or replacement. Serving Manatee County and the 
Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and per-
sonalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-7411. 
CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Monthly and quarterly accounts available. If it is 
broken, we can fi x it. Call 941-778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

GULF SHORE LANDSCAPING: Lawn care, pres-
sure washing, landscaping, property maintenance. 
Owner operated by Island resident. Exceptional 
value! Licensed and insured. Call 941-726-7070. 
www.gulfshorelandscaping.com.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

LAWN & GARDEN Continued

GET MOORE FOR your money: Specializing in tree 
trimming and removal, brush chipping, estate clean-
ups. Insured. Call Lew Moore, 941-755-5559.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $42/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE Lawn Service. Mulch, clean-
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. City 
of Anna Maria resident. Cell 941-448-3857.

TIRED OF NO return calls? Straight Shot Land-
scape calls back. For all your landscape, call Shark 
Mark. 941-727-5066. Shell $42/yard.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, interior/
exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island refer-
ences. Bill, 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call Neil, 
941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. 
Thirty years experience. Insured. Meticulous, 
clean, sober and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 
941-779-2294.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

KEN & TINA DBA Griffi n’s Home Improvements 
Inc. Handyman, fine woodwork, countertops, 
cabinets and shutters. Insured and licensed, 
941-748-4711.

TILE, CARPET, LAMINATE supplied and installed. 
Why pay retail? Island resident, many references. 
Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen Floor 
Coverings. 941-792-1367, or 726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. 
Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Winton’s Home-Buddy 
Inc. Retired banker, Island resident, converting 
life-long hobby to business. Call 941-705-0275 for 
free estimates. 

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive dis-
tributor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, 
courteous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. 
Lic.# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

THIRTY-SIX YEARS craftsman experience. Interior, 
exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Pressure wash. 
Driveway paint. Dan Michael, master carpenter. Call 
941-518-3316 .

TUB AND TILE refi nishing: A division of D.J. Murphy 
Painting Inc. Save up to 80 percent over traditional 
remodeling costs. Call us with your kitchen and 
bath needs. Don’t buy new - redo! 941-751-1245. 
Licensed, certifi ed and insured. 

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid 
then call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. 
Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-
5131.

CHECK US OUT AT www.islander.org !

2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open fl oor plan, four-car garage, workout room and 
30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith, 941-773-1954 or Elfi  Starrett, 
941-720-3528 or 941-778-2246. MLS#520397. $999,500.

 END UNIT Bright and new! 3BR/2BA Hidden Lake condo. Minutes 
from beach, vaulted ceilings, screened lanai, one-car attached 
garage. Lake view. Pool, spa, fi tness. Non-evacuation zone. Penny 
Bray, 941-795-6685 or 941-778-2246. MLS#523475.  $314,900. 

PALMA SOLA LOT Rare opportunity to build your home in 
most desirable area. No deed restrictions. No time limits on 
building. Cleared lot. Cathy Meldahl, PA., 941-383-5577. 
MLS#536270.  $429,000.

UPDATED TOWNHOUSE 2BR/2BA with new kitchen/granite, new 
baths. Updated electric and plumbing. Pool. Garage. Private six-unit 
complex. Steps to beach and sunsets. Joan Oliszewski, 941-761-
3100. MLS#546437.  $439,000.

OWN A PIECE OF THE ISLAND in this totally updated 1BR/1BA villa. 
Granite countertops, new wood cabinets, new windows and doors, 
tiled throughout. Turnkey furnished. Must see. Bridget Gennett, 
941-761-3100. MLS#548184.  $194,900.

REMODELED IN 2007 Ground level four units surround private 
heated pool. Steps to the beach. 2BR unit ideal for owner. Good 
rental history and reservations. Owner agent. Jacque Davis, 
941-778-2246. MLS#548868.  $999,000.

ATTENTION BOATERS! This 3BR/2BA is a well maintained home 
located on deep-water canal with seawall and no bridges to bay. 
Excellent location in Holmes Beach! Nancy Allen, 941-761-3100. 
MLS#549144.  $650,000.

MAPLE STREET, ANNA MARIA Value is in two lots only a hundred 
yards from Gulf. Beautiful street and beach access. Build two 
homes or remodel cottage and live in paradise. 2BR/1.5BA. Karen 
Day, 518-3682 941-778-2246. MLS#550000.  $899,500.

EXQUISITE UNIT has Gulf views and luxury amenities. Crown molding 
accents high ceilings and open plan. Granite countertops and stainless-
steel appliances. Designer perfect furnishings. 3BR/2.5BA. Karen Day, 
941-518-3682 or 941-778-2246. MLS#551496.  $1,599,000.

PERICO ISLAND Custom built 3BR/2BA patio home offering 2,040 
sf open fl oor plan. Deluxe kitchen, baths and lovely lake views. Com-
munity clubhouse, pool, tennis and minutes to beach. David Moynihan, 
941-720-0089 or 941-778-2246. MLS#556627. $399,900.

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Build 
your dream home here. Walk the sugar white 
sand beach, watch the stunning sunsets and write 
your novel here. Becky Smith, 841-773-1954 or 
Elfi  Starrett, 941-720-3528 or 941-778-2246. 
MLS#504998. $1,495,000.

RESORT IN PARADISE Tropical landscap-
ing surrounds six charming units steps 
from beach. Immaculate, family owned and 
clientele keep coming back. Possible owner 
fi nancing. Karen Day, 941-518-3682 or
 941-778-2246. MLS#529518. $1,650,000.

PERICO BAY CLUB Best value Jasmine 
townhouse. End unit, 2BR/2BA, water view, 
two miles to beach, gated with 24/7 security, 
heated pools, tennis, clubhouse, attached 
garage. Penny Bray, 941-795-6685 or 
941-778-2246. MLS#551490. $349,900.

ISLAND RESIDENCE Close to beach. Updated 
3BR/2BA with open fl oor plan, high ceilings 
and lush tropical landscaping. Private setting 
with great view of wide canal and city boat 
basin. David Moynihan, 941-720-0089 or 
941-778-2246. MLS#557194. $445,000.

BRADENTON BEACH TWO-FAMILY Turnkey 
furnished 2BR/1BA cottage with 1BR/1BA 
bungalow. Great family retreat or rental 
property. Walk to shops, beach and more. 
Anne Miller, 941-920-0451 or 941-778-2246. 
MLS#518824. $825,000.

MOTEL/RESORT OPPORTUNITY ANNA 
MARIA ISLAND Great 11-unit resort/motel. 
One block to the beaches. Many restaurants, 
specialty shops and fi shing pier within 
short distance. Jim Zoff, 941-447-7747 or 
941-778-2246. MLS#539134. $2,575,000.

Why Build Green?Why Build Green?
• Lower Utility Bills •• Lower Utility Bills •

• Cleaner and Healthier Homes •• Cleaner and Healthier Homes •
• Fortifi ed for Florida’sTropical Climate •• Fortifi ed for Florida’sTropical Climate •

• Kinder to the Environment •• Kinder to the Environment •

If you are planning to Build or Renovate... If you are planning to Build or Renovate... 
please give us a call.please give us a call.

Your First Green Builder on Anna Maria IslandYour First Green Builder on Anna Maria Island

5505 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, Fl   5505 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, Fl   
34217 -P:941-773-2296 F:941-778-839034217 -P:941-773-2296 F:941-778-8390

www. RossBuilt.comwww. RossBuilt.com
LicenseLicense# CBC  1255428 CBC  1255428

Outstanding Agents

401B PINE AVE • ANNA MARIA
Log on: AnnaMariaIslandRealEstate.com

JON KENT 
Managing Broker
941-778-7777

Jon’s been earning Islanders’ Trust for Over 23 Years

Outstanding Results

3BR/3BA 
Fabulous view 

of the bay. 
$775,000. 

Call

Sherry 
Sasser

941-713-5321

When was the last time 
your coffee tasted this good?

Diner Mugs, $8, 

941.778.7978
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RENTALS Continued

FLORIDA SUMMER SPECIAL: Vacation across 
from the beach. 1BR, $575/week. 2BR, $675/week. 
513-236-5091. www.beachesndreams.net.

CORTEZ COTTAGE: QUIET area. Fully furnished, 
walk to water. No smokers. $900/month, $500/
week, $100/night, includes utilities. 941-794-5980. 
www.divefi sh.com.

BED AND BOAT: Beautiful 2BR condo on Anna Maria 
with optional boat rental. Canal to Intracoastal Water-
way. Summer rates. 941-778-8520, 813-713-5430.

PALMS OF CORTEZ: 2BR/1BA very clean, third 
fl oor. Small pets welcome. Pool, fi tness center, etc. 
$950/month. First, last, security deposit, negotiable. 
941-778-8277 or 941-962-8347.

RENT-TO-OWN: Waterfront and pool homes, 
several to choose from! Starting at $995/month. 
www.44Smart.com. 941-447-6278.

ANNUAL: HOLMES BEACH. 2BR/2BA duplex, two-
car garage, screened lanai, shared laundry. $1,000/
month. 941-779-0120.

APARTMENT: 1BR/1BA ON Palma Sola Bay, near 
beaches and park. Rent is $695/month, tenant pays 
electric. Move in with security, $695 and utility prora-
tion, fi rst month free. Call Reed, 9am-8pm, at 941-
448-8100 or 941-794-2258.

BEAUTIFUL 2BR/2BA BAYFRONT with deep-water 
dock. Furnished, carport and a great value located 
in Bradenton Beach. 941-779-4713.

ANNUAL RENTAL: Bradenton Beach. 2BR/2BA 
condo/townhouse located near beach south of Bridge 
Street. The unit has upstairs and downstairs living 
areas with parking underneath. Call 813-245-0428.

NORTH-END DUPLEX: for 2008 season. Three-
month minimum. 2BR/2BA, washer and dryer, two 
blocks from Gulf. Sleeps six. $2,000/month. 941-
778-7167 or 941-705-0275.

ANNUAL RENTAL: NORTH Beach Village. 
3BR/2.5BA, two-car garage, screened lanai, sev-
eral decks, pool. $1,700/month. Fran Maxon Real 
Estate, 941-778-2307.

ANNUAL RENTAL: ANNA Maria. 2BR/2BA, close 
to beach, open courtyard, dishwasher. $850/month 
includes water and garbage. Fran Maxon Real 
Estate, 941-778-2307.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

   

Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com
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M O T U R C H I N R A F T
I N H A S T E P O S E D F O S S I L
S P O R E A L E E R E C T S A N O
F A M I L Y S T Y D I N N E R A L T O
I P S O F A C T O T H E J U N G B O O K
L E O S L A I N S O S A S I E N N A
E R N E E N C S A R T Y A L L S E T

ANSWERS TO JUNE 27 PUZZLEMassage by Nadia
941.795.0887

M
A

#0
01

75
50HOW TO RELAX 

ON AN ISLAND…
Your place, 

your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic. # RR0066450.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. 
Island resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take 
pride in my work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 
941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

MASTERS OF RENOVATIONS: Do you need a pro-
fessional at plumbing, electrical, carpentry, tiling, 
painting and remodeling? 24-hour emergency ser-
vice. Free estimates. 941-580-3312.

JEFF’S DRYWALL RENOVATIONS: Specializing in 
custom walls and textures. Repair or remove popcorn 
ceilings. Make walls new again! Insured, free esti-
mate. Please, call 941-545-5440 or 941-746-2780.

PAUL’S DEPENDABLE HOME Services. Specializing 
in drywall and stucco, new or repairs. Popcorn removal, 
skip-trawl ceilings. All jobs welcome. 941-650-7874.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

SEASONAL RENTAL: Holmes Beach, 4BR two master 
suites-/3BA, house on canal. Two minutes to beach. 
Heated pool, dock, cable TV, washer/dryer, garage, 
designer furnished with tropical yard setting. One of the 
fi nest rentals on Island. $1,600/weekly. Call 941-713-
0034 or e-mail: beachdreams@tampabay.rr.com.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

1-4BR DIRECT BEACHFRONT, gorgeous views, 
designer furnished, cable, DVD/VCR, dishwasher, 
phone, quaint village. $975-$2,375/week9 941-713-
0034 or beachdreams@tampabay.rr.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

FURNISHED MOTHER-IN-LAW apartment, canal 
view with a large deck, dock and saltwater pool to 
share. Apartment has private entrance, bath and 
kitchenette. All utilities except telephone included. 
$350/week or $850/month. Perfect for a clean and 
quiet individual! Please e-mail tlyonsrq@verizon.net 
or call 941-928-8735. Leave message for informa-
tion and availability. 

AFFORDABLE SEASONAL RENTALS still available. 
Weekly, monthly, bayfront, Gulffront, big, small. Call 
Sato Real Estate for availability. 941-778-7200.

ANNUALS: SANDPIPER RESORT 55-plus com-
munity, No. 200, 2BR/1BA, $695/month. Turnkey 
furnished, washer and dryer. Includes water, sewer 
and garbage. On bay, Gulf view. Call 941-920-0868 
or 941-778-4523.

DEEP DISCOUNT FOR last-minute travel in beauti-
ful town of Anna Maria. Quaint island cottage, steps 
to beach. 203-454-0573.

BRAND NEW LUXURY townhome: Harbor Land-
ings, Cortez. 3BR/3BA, private elevator, two-car 
garage, all amenities, walk to beach. $2,750/month. 
Call Donna at Premier Florida Realty, 941-761-
3720. Cell, 941-313-0104. 

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

GREAT LOCATION: 200 feet to Rod & Reel Pier. 
2BR/1BA, ground fl oor, fully furnished with all ame-
nities, no smokers or pets, available June 1. Annual 
or six-months, $1,000/month. 941-387-8610.

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE: 1,081 sf. Former Cortez 
Exchange. 8811 Cortez Road. 1-800-952-1206. 

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc. 
Established in 1983 

Celebrating 24 Years of  
Quality & Dependable Service. 

Call us for your landscape  
and hardscape needs. 

Licensed & Insured

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power  
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

$10 OFF Service Call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape  
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655 
www.CreativeVistas.com

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755 

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

Crown Molding Specialist

DOUG EWING ~ 941-737-9115

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

DRS
DRS 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC

941-798-3112

8008 SECOND AVE. W. • BRADENTON FL 34209

DAVID 
SPICER

STATE CERTIFIED 
BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR

CBC 059098

ISLAND CUSTOM TOPS

941-798-3112

DuPONT CERTIFIED CUSTOM FABRICATION

DAVE SPICER

HAUL-AWAY 720-2217
Trash and Debris Removal • Site Clean-Up

Bobcat Service • Brush, Lawn and Yard Waste
Rental Property Clean Out

BRANDON’S POOL SERVICE
Affordable prices
Monthly or seasonal
No contract required
Free estimates

Call Brandon Ellis, 941-524-6844Call Brandon Ellis, 941-524-6844
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RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: LONGBOAT Key. Cedar’s 
East. 3BR/2.5BA, large condo, several decks. Two 
garages, lots of storage, pool, tennis, close to beach 
and bay. $2,750/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 
941-778-2307.

ANNUAL RENTAL: HOLMES Beach. 1BR/1BA 
across street from beach. $695/month includes 
water and garbage. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 941-
778-2307.

ANNUAL UNFURNISHED DUPLEX: 2BR/2BA, 
newly renovated, walking distance to beach and 
shops. Ready to move in immediately. $950/month. 
Call Bob at 941-527-7661 or 941-531-3565.

GULFFRONT CONDO: HOLMES Beach. 1-2BR, 
turnkey furnished, totally remodeled, stainless-steel 
appliances, two pools, carport, gorgeous beach. 
Available now through December. $900/month. 
616-540-4343.

ANNUAL 1BR/1BA, GROUND LEVEL. $900/month, 
yard maintenance, water, cable, utility room, washer, 
dryer included. Steps to beach, immaculate, large 
yard. Holmes Beach. 727-540-9294.

ANNUALS: SANDPIPER RESORT 55-plus com-
munity, No. 200, 2BR/1BA, $695/month. Turnkey 
furnished, washer and dryer. Includes water, sewer 
and garbage. On bay, Gulf view. Call 941-920-0868 
or 941-778-4523.

GORGEOUS AND BRIGHT! 2BR/2BA house, steps 
to beach. $1,550/month, $600/week. Jaime, 941-
545-8488. http://jjvacations.blogspot.com.

ISLAND RENTALS: 2BR/2BA Gulf view, $1,200/month. 
1BR/1BA, Palm Drive, $790/month. 2BR/2BA 72nd 
Street, $1,150/month. 2BR/2BA 72nd Street, $950/
month. 1BR/1.5BA Gulffront, $1,200/month. 2BR/2BA 
furnished, $1,200/month. We have more coming! 
CoastLine Accommodations Realtors, 941-779-9500.

LARGE, UNFURNISHED 3BR/2BA house with garage. 
One block from the beach. No pets. $1,500/month plus 
utilities. 123-A 52nd St., Holmes Beach. Call Gayle 
Schulz, Jim Anderson Realty, 941-812-6489.

NICELY FURNISHED 2BR/2BA with den, lanai, 
garage. Walking distance to beach. No smoking, 
no pets. Available through October. 941-795-8626.

ANNUAL RENTAL IN Holmes Beach. 2BR/2BA, washer 
and dryer hookup. $900/month plus security deposit. 
Days 941-778-6541, evenings 941-504-3844. 

WATERFRONT DUPLEX: BRADENTON Beach. 
3BR/2BA, boat slip and dock. Quiet location, short walk 
to beach, inside laundry. Annual rental $1,100/month. 
First and last. Call 727-784-3679 or 727-542-7020.

ANNA MARIA RENTAL: 2BR/1BA home, completely 
furnished, close to beach. Available June through 
October. No pets, no smoking. $950/month. 941-
795-8626.

MILLION-DOLLAR BEACHFRONT condo: 
2BR/2BA, six months or annual rental. $1,600/month 
plus utilities. 717-392-4048 or 941-779-1013.

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: PERICO Bay Club. 2BR/2BA. 
Furnished or unfurnished, pools, tennis, security 
gate. Beautiful landscaping. Leave message, 941-
778-5910

VACATION RENTALS: 2BR apartments across 
from beautiful beach. $400-$550/week. Winter and 
spring dates available. Almost Beach Apartments. 
941-778-2374.

ANNUAL: CORTEZ. 1 or 2BR with washer and 
dryer, central air conditioning, storage, near boat 
ramp. $740/month. 941-778-2710 after 10am.

ANNUALS FOR RENT now! 2BR/2BA, furnished house 
on Key Royale, $1,400/month plus utilities. Unfurnished 
1BR near beach $850! 3BR/2BA furnished condo, with 
panoramic water views at Westbay Point and Moor-
ings, $1,500 plus utilities! 2BR/2BA stilt home near 
Bean Point, furnished or unfurnished! $1,500/month 
plus utilities. 2BR/2BA, unfurnished newer stilt duplex 
with new carpeting $1,000 plus utilities. 1BR Marti-
nique, beautiful Gulffront, turnkey furnished, $1,500 
plus utilities! Also six-month availabilities! Call Sue at 
An Island Place Realty, 941-779-9320.

SPACIOUS GULF-VIEW CONDO: Pool, balcony, 
rooftop deck. 2BR/2BA, annual. $1,375/month plus 
utilities. 717-392-4048 or 941-779-1013.

ANNUAL RENTAL: 2BR/1BA, two blocks to beach, 
half block to bay. Cathedral ceilings and tile through-
out. Cable, water, trash included. $900/month. 941-
730-6349.

SUMMER VACATION RENTALS: Boats welcome. 
Palma Sola townhouse. 2BR/2BA, pool, boat dock. 
$499/week. Key Royale 3BR/2BA, pool and boat dock, 
$799/week. Longboat Key Village, 2BR/1BA cottage, 
$499/week. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

JULY FOURTH WEEK cancellation. 3BR/2BA with 
beach and sunset views. $750/week. 941-730-0688, 
or e-mail seagrapevacation@aol.com. 

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

NEW LAKEFRONT CONDOS: Low $300s. Minutes 
to beach, no fl ood, evacuation zone. Hidden Lake 
Real Estate, 941-761-0444. www.HiddenLakeCon-
dominiums.com.

ISLAND HOME REDUCED: For sale by owner. 
Holmes Beach 3BR, deep-water canal, pool, 
boat dock, many upgrades. $725,000. Call 
941-545-8601.

MUST RELOCATE: DREAM deal on Island at 
$489,000. Home in great condition, deep-water 
canal, large boat dock, decks. 2BR/2BA, updates. 
See it at www.buyowner.com. (ID#63415) or 24-hour 
hotline, 1-877-940-7777, or 941-779-2807 for per-
sonal tour. 

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

E-Mail address: _________________________________________ [for renewal purposes only] 
The Islander
5404 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach FL 34217

Run issue date(s)  ________   ________  _______    _______   _______   ______   ______
Amt. pd __________ Date __________ Please indicate: Ck. No. ________ or Cash ______
For credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  ____________________________________  
Exp. Date ___________Name shown on card:  ______________________________________  
Billing address zip code: __________ House no. or post offi ce box no. on bill ______________

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY EVERY WEEK for WEDNESDAY’S PAPER: Classified advertising must be paid in advance. We accept ads 
by fax with credit card information, 778-9392, at our Web site (secure server) www.islander.org, and by direct e-mail at classifieds@islander.
org. Office hours: 9 to 5, Monday-Friday, (Saturday 10 to 2 as needed). 

CLASSIFIED RATES – BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL: Minimum rate is $10 for up to 20 WORDS. Additional words: Each additional word over 
20 is 50 cents, Box: $3, One- or two-line headlines, line rate plus 25 cents per word.

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD AND VISA! You can charge your classified advertising in person or by phone. We are sorry, but due to the high 
volume of calls we can not take classified ad copy over the telephone. To place an ad by phone, please be prepared to FAX or e-mail your copy 
with your credit card information. (see below)
USE THIS FORM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: One word per blank space for minimum charge – 20 words.

Fax: 941 778-9392
Phone: 941 778-7978

E-mail classifi eds@islander.org

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 1

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 2

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 3

Asphalt • Seal Coating • Repair • Striping

HANNA PAVEMENT SERVICES INC.
941-761-8546

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

LIC# CBC1253145

Impact Hurricane 
Windows & Doors

Are you storm ready?
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash • State Lic. CRC 1329024

941.725.0073

Renovation Specialist • All Carpentry Repairs

Completing more than 2,000  
jobs on Anna Maria Island

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
Serving the Island and 
Manatee County for 32 years

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFYING BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH • OPEN SAT

OR
778-4461

(C
F
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77
78

)

5600 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach, FL
941-778-2022 • Fax 941-778-6430

Hurricane season begins June 1st. 
Now is the time to prepare.

FEATURING: 

“Your full service glass shop”
Come and visit Philip Guerrero 

For all your glass & window needs

Windows – Doors – Tub & Shower Enclosures
Table Tops – Storefronts – Mirrors 
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5

JACKSON HOLMES PAINTING
Faux painting • Cabinet refinishing

Furniture restoration • Custom painting

( 9 4 1 )  8 1 2 - 3 8 0 9

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

Leonor’sLeonor’s Home Improvements Inc.
• Interior and exterior painting• Interior and exterior painting

• Drywall repair and texture• Drywall repair and texture
• Popcorn removal• Popcorn removal

941.538.1152OVER 15 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE Continued

MOVING: REDUCED FOR sale. $155,000. 2BR/2BA 
mostlyfurnished condo for sale by owner. If inter-
ested, call 941-792-1049. No Realtor fees. 

BOATER’S DREAM: MARINERS Cove condo 
includes 50-foot boat slip. Large updated 3BR/2.5 
BA end unit, with a view of the Intracoastal Water-
way. Amenities include fi replace, wet bar, glass-
enclosed lanai and much more. $779,000. Richard 
Parker, 941-920-3250, Re/Max Gulfstream.

BUYER BONUS: One-year tax and insurance pre-
paid at closing.  2,400 sf on one-third beautifully 
landscaped acre. 3BR/2BA with separate offi ce. 
Wood and tile flooring. Two family rooms. Huge 
kitchen with bay window. Great schools. Five min-
utes from beaches. $324,000. Karen Pfeiffer, Real-
tor, Keller Williams Realty. 941-747-2170. Open 
Sundays.

REDUCED! REDUCED! TWO Perico Island patio 
homes: Private pool, 2BR/2BA, two-car garage. 
11202 Longwood Ct. $340,000. Only two years new, 
3BR/2BA, two-car garage. Great-room concept, like-
new. 11303 Willow Dale Ct. $379,000. Call Marilyn 
Trevethan, 941-778-6066. Island Real Estate.

NEW 2007: 3BR/2BA, plus garage. Some with views 
of Gulf and bay. All units have private elevators and 
are located between Longboat Key and Anna Maria 
Island at 2317 Ave. C. Steps from Gulf of Mexico. 
White Sands, priced in the $600s. Contact Kimberly 
Mills or Erlene Fitzpatrick at Re/Max Gulfstream 
Realty. 941-758-7777.

SPARKLING BEACHFRONT CONDO: Gulf view 
every room. 2BR/2BA, lots of closet space, laundry 
room with sink. $799,000. 941-779-1013 or 717-
392-4048.

MINUTES TO BEACHES: 2BR/2BA, garage, 
in-ground caged pool, close to shopping, good 
schools. Hurry this one won’t last long! $224,900. 
Chard Winheim, Horizon Realty, 941-713-6743. 
www.manateeproperties.biz.

WATERFRONT PROPERTY: 2BR/2BA open-plan 
with great views of Tampa Bay. Canalfront, walking 
distance to beach and restaurants. $719,000. 941-
779-1512.

REAL ESTATE Continued

NORTHWEST BRADENTON HOME: 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage, large lot. No-fl ood zone, fi ve min-
utes to Gulf beaches. Two blocks off Palma Sola 
Bay. $299,900. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

LONGBOAT KEY: NORTH-end village. Updated 
3BR/2BA, two-car garage in a wonderful neighbor-
hood. $699,900. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

ISLAND DREAM: KEY Royale 3BR/2BA, pool and boat 
dock. Tastefully updated. Was $925,000, now $799,000. 
Let’s talk. Call agent/owner, 941-356-1456.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

SOUTH COLORADO RANCH sale: 35 acres, 
$36,900. Spectacular Rocky Mountain views, year-
round access, electric and telephone included. 
Come for the weekend, stay for a lifetime. Excellent 
fi nancing available with low down payment. Call Red 
Creek Land Co. today! 866-696-5263, ext. 2682. 

BEAUTIFUL NORTH CAROLINA: Western North 
Carolina Mountains. Free color brochure and infor-
mation mountain properties with spectacular views, 
homes, cabins, creeks, and investment acreage. 
Cherokee Mountain GMAC Real Estate. cherokee-
mountainrealty.com. Call for free brochure, 800-
841-5868. 

MOUNTAIN LIFESTYLE GROUP now open-
ing two gated communities in the high country of 
western North Carolina. Lots starting at $26,000. 
866-378-4769. 

BATTERY CREEK, SOUTH Carolina: Waterfront 
at drastically reduced prices! Marshfront lots from 
$179,900. Dockable waterfront lots from $249,900. 
Located in Beaufort, S.C. Premier location and 
neighborhood. All lots have central water, sewer 
and underground utilities. Call 888-279-4741. 

LIMITED TIME OFFER: 100 percent fi nancing, no 
payments for two years. Gated lakefront commu-
nity of the North Carolina Blue Ridge Mountains. 
All dockable. 90 miles of shoreline, start $99,000. 
Call now, 800-709-LAKE. 

RIVERFRONT HOMESITE on beautiful Tuckasegee 
River in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. 
Private community, dramatic views, exceptional weather 
and recreation. 828-293-9514. High Vision LLC. 

REAL ESTATE Continued

BAYVIEW AND CANALFRONT with pool. 2BR/2BA 
open plan, new kitchen. Totally upgraded. Dock, 
three davits. Owner motivated. Not a drive-by, must 
see inside! 404 21st Place, Bradenton Beach By 
owner. Call Herb Dolan, 941-725-2395. 

BEST BUY on the beach. Romantic, Bradenton 
Beach, direct Gulffront studio condo. Newly reno-
vated, furnished. The perfect getaway. $325,000. 
941-962-8220.

LOT: 57.75x114-feet. Neptune Lane, Holmes Beach. 
One block to beach. $487,000. 941-779-4505 or 
941-778-4246.

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF Palma Sola Bay from this 
3BR/2BA condo. Granite baths, Italian porcelain tile, 
plantation shutters, designer furnishings and more. 
Mint condition and a must see at $525,000. 859-
264-8644, or barbfreeman@alltel.net.

HAVE IT ALL: Beautiful direct Gulf views just steps 
to sandy beach. Also a fi shing pier, boat dock, pool, 
spa and tennis court. 2BR/2BA, kitchen with granite 
countertops and stainless-steel appliances. Nice, 
turnkey furnished. $575,000. Ninth Street, Gulf 
Drive, Bradenton Beach. Contact owner at 941-
388-5238 or 941-447-2061.

ISLAND POOL HOME: 2BR/2BA with heated 
pool and spa, workshop, fenced yard. For sale by 
owner for a great deal. White appliances, includ-
ing washer and dryer, all staying. Motivated seller. 
Brokers/agents welcome. Selling below appraisal 
at $455,000. Call Tammy at 813-478-4416 or 941-
322-2132.

FOR SALE: 2BR/2BA condo/townhouse located 
south of Bridge Street near the beach. The unit 
has upstairs and downstairs living areas with under-
neath parking. Some owner fi nancing available. Call 
813-245-0428.

DIRECT WATERFRONT: 65A Cortez Park, Avenue 
D. 941-778-5480.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

Across
1 Smears
7 Fel ls
11 Looks for  help
15 1954 sci-f i

movie with an
exclamation
point  in  i ts  t i t le

19 Arct ic  wear
20 “Il  mio tesoro,”

e.g.
21 1980s fad i tem
22 Blood:  Pref ix
23 Yosemite  Sam’s

cursing of  Bugs
Bunny’s  food?

25 That’s  a  lot  to  do
27 Then preceder
28 Explanat ion for

why some
pil lows do weird
things?

30 Domingo,  e .g .
31 Wash (out)
33 Photo lab abbr.
34 “Stupid,”  in

Spanish(!)
35 Armpit ,  to  a

doctor
37 Oscar  winner

Helen
39 Psychiatr is t ’s

schedul ing
41 Theological

schools :  Abbr.
43 Part  of  baking

powder
46 Let ters  f rom

Atlanta
47 Basic  food

choice?

55 Noontime
service

56 Handi-Wrap
al ternat ive

57 Flavor  tas ted in
some wine

58 Frees
62 [Knock] ,  in

poker
64 Mile-high world

capi ta l
66 Be the 4 in  a  5-4

decis ion
67 Nat l .  Safe  Toys

and Gif ts  Mo.  
68 Short- term

worker  who
causes  ut ter
disaster?

73 Jackie’s  “O”
74 They’re  beside

sides
76 Boat  propel ler
77 Singer  K.  T.  ___
79 Walnut  and

others
80 Kind of  tape
83 “Livin’ on ___

t ime” ( lyr ic  in  a
#1 Don Wil l iams
country hi t )

85 Lineman’s  datum
86 Jazz-loving

young
entomologis t?

90 Bon ___
93 Imp
94 Slew
95 Precipi ta te ly
98 Art i f ic ia l ,  in  a

way
102 Has-been
106 Puffbal l  seed
107 Draft  pick?
109 Puts  up
111 ___ nuevo

112 Meal  for  the
Three Li t t le
Pigs?

116 Lola,  e .g . ,  in
“Damn Yankees”

117 Intr insical ly
118 Work on

analyt ical
psychology?

121 Czech composer
Janácek

122 Stretched out
123 Sports

I l lustrated 1998
co-Sportsman of
the Year

124 Brown shade
125 Sea eagle
126 Abbr.  a t  the

bot tom of  a
business  le t ter

127 Too-too
128 “Ready to  go?”

Down
1 Too-too
2 Stuck
3 Stuntwork?
4 As a  resul t
5 Varnish

ingredient
6 Some Jamaican

music
7 Early casino

proprietor
8 Beethoven’s

Third
9 Occul t
10 N. Dak.  neighbor
11 Do something

about
12 Cover  for  a

grandmother
13 Hot  spot
14 Put  (away)
15 “___ Company”
16 Pleasure-f i l led

17 Boston col lege
18 “Gil l igan’s

Is land” castaway
24 Way to go:  Abbr.
26 ___ law
29 Car famous for

i ts  1950s ta i l f ins
31 Ran
32 “Falcon Crest”

co-star
36 Measurers  of

logical
reasoning,  for
short

38 Ballpark f ig .
39 “How ya doin’?”
40 Designer  Pucci
42 Winds
44 Narc’s  agcy.
45 Bug
47 “P.S.  I  Love

You” and
“Revolut ion,”
e.g.

48 “Be saved!”
49 Bet  to  win and

place
50 “Darn i t  a l l !”
51 Naïf
52 Coin word
53 ___ gir l
54 Floors
59 Experimental

underwater
habi ta t

60 “Lucia  di
Lammermoor”
bari tone

61 Like Limburger
cheese

63 Posi t ion that’s
an anagram,
appropriately,  of
“notes”

65 Providers  of  cuts
66 Water  seeker

69 Announcer ’s  cal l
af ter  three
str ikes

70 Numerical  pref ix
71 Dance seen on

TV’s
“Hullabaloo”

72 Hello ___,  shop
frequent ly  seen
on Let terman

75 Tease
78 Certain NCO’s
80 1953 Wimbledon

winner  Seixas

81 Small  chuckle
82 Ran through,  as

a  card
84 Rearward,  a t  sea
87 College sr. ’s  tes t
88 1980’s  “Double

Fantasy”
col laborator

89 They’re
encountered in
“close
encounters”

90 Lose in  one’s
drawers

91 Not  oral
92 James who wrote

“Rule,
Bri tannia”

96 Melodic
97 “Note to  ___ …”
99 Portuguese

Mister
100 Swiss-American

composer  Bloch
101 Record keeper?
103 They do dos
104 Chant

105 Ogle
107 Stuffy spot
108 Rhone’s  capi ta l
110 French wine

classif icat ion
113 Site  of  Beinecke

Library
114 Digi t ize ,  maybe
115 “___ gir l !”
116 Bibl ical  brother
119I  ntel l igence grp.
120 Poet /musician

___ Scot t -Heron

REAR AXLE By Tony Orbach & Patrick Blindauer / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

For any three answers,
call from a touch-tone
phone: 1-900-285-5656,
$1.20 each minute; or,
with a credit card, 1-800-
814-5554.
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week’s puzzle 
on page 28
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

WATERFRONT CONDOMINIUMS on beautiful Lake 
of the Ozarks, Missouri. 1,200 miles of shoreline. 
Low taxes, insurance and fees. Fishing, golf, fun. 
From $99,900. TheLakeCondoSource.com. 573-
346-1188. 

NEW MEXICO GETAWAY: 20 acres, $49,990. 
Scenic, trees, views, wildlife, nearby Bureau of Land 
Management, electricity. Prefect for horses, hiking, 
hunting, family ranch, retreat, and retirement living. 
100 percent fi nancing. Call 866-365-2825. 

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS: Five acres with 
pristine 20-foot-high waterfall, home site with great 
view, very private, large, public lake nearby, $199,500. 
This won’t last long. Call now, 866-789-8535. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

TIMBER COMPANY LIQUIDATION! 24 acres, 
$99,900. 40 acres, $159,900. Timber company sell-
ing off large wooded acreages in southeast Geor-
gia. One day only, Saturday, June 30. Loaded with 
wildlife. Potential to subdivide. Excellent fi nancing. 
Call National Timber Partners now, 800-898-4409, 
ext. 1306. 

DEVELOPER’S CLOSEOUT: Sept. 29. 20 percent 
off already low pre-construction pricing. Lots and 
condos available with water, marsh, golf, nature 
views starting at $70s. One-year no-payment 
options. 877-266-7376. www.cooperspoint.com. 

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978. 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

LAKEFRONT HOMESITE on beautiful Boone Lake 
in northeast Tennessee. Fully amenitized com-
munity, spectacular mountain views, conveniently 
located near Johnson City. 423-323-1676. Grand 
Vision Inc. 

LAKE PROPERTIES: Lakefront and lake-view 
homes and parcels on pristine 34,000-acre Norris 
Lake in east Tennessee. Call Lakeside Realty, 888-
291-5253, or visit www.lakesiderealty-tn.com. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Cool mountain air, views, 
streams, homes, cabins and acreage. Free brochure, 
800-642-5333. Realty Of Murphy, 317 Peachtree 
St., Murphy NC 28906. www.realtyofmurphy.com. 

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A A         rtfully uniting extraordinary 

                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

309 59TH ST. A.  HOLMES BEACH 
– New open 3BR/2BA-plus with 
open fl oor plan and dramatic fi nishes.  
Great outdoor space with two lanai’s 
and outdoor shower.  Heart of town 
close to shopping and restaurants.

PENDING

SALE PENDING

OLD MISSION VINEYARD, 
19600 STATE RD. 64 

$1,199,000

BUNGALOW HILL, 
960 POMELO, 

$724,000.

1811 72ND ST, NW BRADENTON 
– New custom 4BR/3BA with 
pool, great location, half a block 
from bay.

718 89TH CT, NW BRADENTON 
– New custom 4BR/3BA with pool. 
Features soaring tray ceilings, split 
plan, gorgeous. 

715 89TH CT, NW BRADENTON, 
– New 4BR/3BA in Mahogany Bay. 
Features three-car garage, fabulous 
neighborhood.

BUYERS CHOICE $699,000 IF UNDER CONTRACT 
BY JULY 4! CALL TERRY HAYES FOR DETAILS

110 S. 13TH ST. BIG bay views from 
this charming totally updated cottage. 
New landscaping - very private. Only 
one block from Gulf. Best price for 
full Bay views! $849,000.

306 65TH ST. – DUPLEX Well-
maintained and perfectly located 
one block to public beach. Lovely 
tropical lot with two screened lanais. 
Great for rental. $559,000. 

12410 BAYPOINTE TERRACE, 
HARBOUR LANDINGS ESTATES  
Deep-water boating community with 
private oversized slip and protected 
mooring. Gorgeous pool home custom 
built by Premier Homes. $1,595,000.

NEW LISTINGS REDUCED

8027 MARINA DR, MARINA ISLES  
Gorgeous new custom home in 
very private Marina Isles. Amazing 
bay views, luxurious fi nishes, pool 
and protected boat slip. $2,595,000.

SOLD

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

WESTBAY POINT & MOORINGS CONDO
2BR/2BA turnkey furnished, tennis, heated pool, water view, near 
shopping, library and restaurants. $365,000.

PLAYA ENCANTADA TOWNHOUSE
2BR/2.5BA turnkey furnished with direct view of Gulf. New kitchen, 
tile, heated pool, tennis, garage. $849,900.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT
3BR/2BA home. Tile, pavers, fence, room for pool, new dock, direct 
access to Tampa Bay. $649,900.

FLAMINGO CAY POOL HOME 
3BR/2BA plus den. Updated waterfront home. Dock, caged 
solar-heated pool. Sprinkler system, two-car garage. $699,900.

KEY WEST WATERFRONT
4BR/3BA spectacular pool home with gorgeous view of Bimini Bay 
with 9,000 lb. boat lift! $1,700,000.

ELEGANT GULFFRONT CONDO 
3BR/2.5BA fabulous spacious condo. Designer furnished, granite countertops, 
stainless-steel appliances, elevator, heated pool, fabulous rental. $1,585,000.

BIMINI BAY
Spacious 4BR/3BA pool home with 253-foot waterfront. Deep 
water, two docks and lushly landscaped. $1,850,000.

ANNA MARIA NEAR BEACH 
3BR house plus cottage! West of Gulf Drive very close to gorgeous 
beach! Screened porch, furnished house. Now $699,900.

BAY PALMS WATERFRONT HOME
3BR/2BA canalfront. Private dock. Direct access to Tampa Bay and 
Intracoastal Waterway. $599,000.

ANNA MARIA CONTEMPORARY
4BR/2BA open plan, vaulted ceiling, elevator, four-car garage. 
Bamboo fl  ooring, turnkey furnished. Near beach. $1,350,000.

• SARASOTA BAYFRONT PARADISE – 3BR/2.5BA, $1,075,000.

• RIVERVIEW BOULEVARD CAPE COD – 3BR/2BA. $479,900.

• SHOREWALK CONDOS 2BR/2BA turnkey $165,000.

• WILDEWOOD SPRINGS CONDO - 2BR/2BA, Patio. $269,900.

• WATERS EDGE CONDO 2BR/2BA Direct Gulffront. $859,900.

• SUN PLAZA  WEST CONDOS - 2BR/2BA. From $489,900.

• UPDATED DUPLEX – 2107 Avenue B. $596,900

• GULF PLACE CONDO 3BR/2BA direct Gulf view. $949,900.

• RUNAWAY BAY CONDO 1BR/1BA Water view. $349,000.

• SEASIDE BEACH HOUSE CONDO Direct Gulf view. $799,900.

• GULF PLACE CONDOS Turnkey furnished. From $869,900.

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

ANNUAL and SEASONAL 
RENTALS 

BAYVIEW AND 
CANALFRONT with 

pool. 2BR/2BA open 
plan, new kitchen. 
Totally upgraded. 

Dock, three davits. 
Owner motivated. 

Not a drive-by, 
must see inside! 

For sale by owner.
 $650,000.

BAYVIEW AND
CANALFRONT with

pool. 2BR/2BA open
plan new kitchen

OPEN HOUSE 1-4 SAT & SUN

404 21st Place, Bradenton Beach. Brokers welcome

941-725-2395
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The best news anywhere…

…discover it
yourself!

Free home delivery on Anna Maria Island. Mail subscriptions to other
cities, states, countries...and soon to  Mars!

5404 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
www.islander.org • 941.778.7978

Take a ride 
on AMI … 
schedule info is a 
public service of 
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