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Mobile home park sale draws ire of Cortez
By Paul Roat

 Cortezians have never been known to back off from 
a fi ght, and they showed their might last week as an 80-
strong throng packed the village community center to 
show their support opposing the sale of a mobile home 
park to a developer.
 Cortez Trailer Park owner Butch Howey appar-
ently received an unsolicited offer from local developer 
Carlos Beruff to purchase the fi ve-acre property, which 
has about 620 feet of waterfront on Anna Maria Sound, 
including a marina at 12507 Cortez Road, southeast of 
the Cortez Bridge. 

 The $10.8 million offer apparently meets the letter 
of Florida law, which allows mobile home park resi-
dents fi rst right of refusal to purchase their property, and 
park residents have rallied to match the Beruff offer. 
 Park homeowner president Bob Coulter said he had 
created a committee of park residents, of which two-
thirds had agreed to purchase the park as a co-operative, 
similar to a recent action in Bradenton Beach with the 
Sandpiper Mobile Resort. Earnest money in the form 
of $50,000 was collected, Coulter said, but there had 
been no response from Howey on the proffer.
 “He’s stonewalled us,” Coulter said. “I don’t know 

where we stand on this. At this point, it looks like we’ll 
end up in court, and I think we have a strong case. He 
should sell to us.”
 Coulter and the other park residents came to a sched-
uled meeting of the Florida Institute of Saltwater Heri-
tage and asked the village to support the park residents, 
which FISH board membrs apparently agreed to do.
 “Everyone in Cortez is interested in the park,” said 
FISH President Allen Garner. “There is very good support 
for the park in the village, and I will tell Mr. Beruff that 
it will be a battle to get my recommendation. It’s not a 
battle that a reasonable person would want to take on.”

Kingfi sh area tree 
removal begins

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Manatee County workers this week began remov-
ing Brazilian pepper trees along a section of Mana-
tee Avenue in Holmes Beach near the Kingfi sh Boat 
Ramp.
 The work was delayed for months due to a hitch 
in securing the equipment necessary to take out the 
trees, said Keith Bettcher, administrator for the Mana-
tee County Conservation Lands Management Depart-
ment.
  A sign erected last week near the boat ramp 
announced the project, “This maintenance work is 
being conducted by the Manatee County Conservation 
Lands Management Department in cooperation with the 
Palma Sola Causeway Scenic Highway Beautifi cation 
Committee. We are protecting native mangrove trees by 
removing Brazilian pepper and other non-native plants 
harmful to Florida’s coastal environment.”
 “Brazilian peppers have no natural predators in 
Florida so they grow at a rapid rate and there’s noth-
ing to keep them in balance except humans,” Bettcher 
said. “They shade everything else out.”
 Environmental specialists with the state, the county 
and the University of Florida classify the Brazilian 
pepper as one of the most aggressive of the invasive, 
non-indigenous plants in Florida. The tree, which was 
probably introduced in Florida in the mid-1800s from 
South America, infests aquatic and terrestrial habitats. 
The fruit can be toxic, having a narcotic-like effect on 
wildlife. The sap can cause skin rashes.
 The tree removal, funded with county boater regis-
tration fees and budgeted at $40,000, is part of a broader 
plan for improvements in the boat ramp area, which the 
county has operated for years. A survey last fall found 

Brazilian pepper trees are considered invasive, non-
native plants that threaten coastal habitats. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff

City pier restaurant costs 
escalate in Bradenton Beach

By Paul Roat
 Property owners who have experienced the joys or 
dismays of home renovations will be familiar with the 
chagrin of Bradenton Beach offi cials when they learned 
that the city pier project is coming in a “bit over” the 
budgeted amount.
 City commissioners last week approved about an 
11 percent hike in the total cost of construction of the 
new restaurant, dockmaster building, bait and tackle 
shop and bathhouse facilities at the Historic Bradenton 
Beach City Pier, at the east end of Bridge Street.
 Good news: it’s only about 11 percent over what 
had been planned. 
 Bad news: The total amount of change orders 
approved is $167,501, with an estimated additional 
$20,000 expected to be approved at The Islander press 
time March 27 at a special city meeting. 
 Total cost for the pier renovations has been esti-
mated as of last week at $1,832,211, according to the 
project architect, Tom O’Brien, and contractor Southern 

Read across AME
Anna Maria Elementary School students celebrated “Read Across Manatee,” an initiative aimed at getting 
students excited about reading. Volunteers and staff visited classrooms to read books, including AME Principal 
Tom Levengood. Levengood said he wanted students to see people reading to them that they don’t normally see 
in the classroom. “It shows students that everyone enjoys reading,” he said. Islander Photo: Diana Bogan

PLEASE SEE KINGFISH, NEXT PAGE
Cross Contracting of Sarasota.
 Commissioners approved six change orders to the 
original bid of Southern Cross last week. Some of the 
changes and increased costs were due to unforeseen 
work that was needed — asphalt slabs and concrete 
found where only dirt was expected while laying utility 
lines and pipes, or changes made on the plans by other 
regulatory agencies after initial plans were presented 
and approved. 
 Other changes were made after consulting with the 
pier concessionaire, David Russell, who will be run-
ning the Rotten Ralph’s operation at the restaurant at 
the pier. Southern Cross representative Tom Edwards 
said that it was noted that the windows on the north 
side of the building should be refi tted to allow easier 
cleaning.
 Edwards said that a still-pending permit from the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection caused 
his company to totally revamp the work schedule on the 

PLEASE SEE PIER, NEXT PAGE
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that the boat ramp also lies within the county’s unincor-
porated limits, though Holmes Beach offi cials would 
like to annex the property at the gateway to the city.
 County and city offi cials, as well as nearby property 
owners, have navigated changes at Kingfi sh that will 
involve the construction of rest rooms at the northeast-
ern edge of the area, beautifi cation along the roadway 
and creating an entrance and exit for parking.
 But plans for boat ramp improvements will not be 
fi nalized until the county “gets the nuisance vegetation 
out of there,” said Bill O’Shea, environmental manager 
of coastal programs for Manatee County.
 The tree removal — cutting of pepper trees to 
stumps followed by herbicide treatments — began 
Monday, March 26, as The Islander went to press.
 “We use a wetland-approved herbicide and apply it 
with hand sprayers,” Bettcher said. “And we’re doing 
strictly the stump. It goes on the living layer of the tree, 
with an oil base so it sticks to the woody surface.”
 Bettcher said his crew would remove some car-
rotwoods in addition to the pepper trees.
 The south side work could take about three days.
 “There is very little soil disturbance with the 
machines,” Bettcher said. “And we’re not killing man-
groves. We’re in the business of conservation. … We’re 
looking at what’s in the best interest of the land. We’ve 
got a very qualifi ed staff doing the work — with 60 
years experience combined.”
 After clearing designated trees from the south side 
of Manatee Avenue, also known as State Road 64, the 
workers will begin removing some trees on the north 
side, at the boat ramp.
 That work will start on the eastern edge of the ramp 
and move west toward Westbay Cove condominiums. 
The work will involve the removal of Brazilian pepper 
trees and possibly some Australian pines, said Holmes 
Beach City Commissioner David Zaccagnino.
 The commissioner said county offi cials pledged to 
proceed with care. “When they move to the north side, 
they’ll hand-cut trees when they get close to Westbay 
Cove,” Zaccagnino said.
 Last week, visitors to Kingfi sh and walkers along 
Manatee Avenue said they hoped the effort benefi ts 
people and the environment.

 “With some buffers and directions added to the 
parking area eventually, that’s going to improve the 
look and the traffi c situation out here,” said boater Karl 
Jackson.
 “I think when they get in there and clear out the 
invasives we are going to see just how beautiful the 

project. Initially, Southern Cross planned to do the res-
taurant fi rst, then build the three separate, stand-alone 
buildings to the south of the pier proper. Now, he said, 
the dockmaster, bait and tackle structure and bath house 
would be fi rst in the ground. 
 The permit delay could cause an extension of the 
completion on the job, but all involved believed that 
once work gets fully under way the deadline of Aug. 6 
should not only be met but expedited. 
 “We hope to be eating grouper sandwiches on the 
pier on the Fourth of July,” Police Chief Sam Speciale 
said. He has taken the task as facilitator of the pier 
project in the wake of former building offi cial Ed Mc 
Adam’s resignation from the city two weeks ago.
 Although the city commission unanimously 
approved all six of the change orders last week, it 
wasn’t without some grumbling.

area is,” said Jayne Mailer, a Holmes Beach resident 
who walks along the boat ramp almost daily.
 Bettcher agreed. “You’ll be able to see through to 
the mangroves, to actually see the wading birds,” he 
said. “Right now, there’s an impenetrable wall of Bra-
zilian peppers.”

 “It’s a total of a lot of money that should have been 
addressed at the beginning,” Vice Mayor John Shaugh-
nessy said of the window changes.
 “Why wasn’t this brought to the light of day during 
the design?” asked Commissioner Michael Pierce 
regarding waterline alterations.
 And Southern Cross’s Edwards said that there may 
be a few more changes to the contract to come before 
the city before the whole job is done, including: sani-
tary sewer lines that were supposed to be 8-inch as are 
actually 4 inches, more backfl ow piping is needed than 
anticipated, galvanized rather than plastic pipes for fi re 
service needs on the pier itself, and a bigger heating and 
cooling system in the covered-restaurant portion of the 
restaurant.
 Commissioners will be meeting at 1 p.m. on Tues-
days for the next few weeks to address the pier mat-
ters, subsequent to regularly scheduled 9 a.m. meetings 
Friday where the pier team, contractor and others gather 
to discuss the pier construction status. 

Kingfi sh Boat Ramp trees out
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pier costs bump up
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The His-
toric 
Bradenton 
Beach City 
Pier is 
scheduled 
to re-open 
by Aug. 6, 
although 
city offi -
cials hope 
that date 
can be 
advanced 
to July 4. 
Islander 
Photo: 
Paul Roat
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Meetings

Sandbar Restaurant gets rave reviews
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The old saying that “What if they gave a war and 
nobody came?” might have applied at the Anna Maria 
city commission’s March 22 meet ing when commis-
sioners discussed 13 special event permit applications 
for April and May from the Sandbar Restaurant.
 In somewhat of a surprise for Anna Maria, nobody 
at the meeting came in opposition to the applications or 
the restaurant, which has drawn considerable fi re from 
nearby residents at previous commission meetings that 
dealt with issues related to the Sandbar.
 This time around, however, a number of residents 
and business owners spoke in praise of the Sandbar and 
owner Ed Chiles.
 Even Mark Morris, who lives near the Sandbar on 
Spring Avenue, said the beach weddings at the restau-
rant are “special,” particularly since his daughter was 
married there.
 Commissioner Duke Miller wanted to add a restric-
tion to the permits that the weddings had to “abide” by 
the city’s noise ordinance since a special event permit 
currently allows the event to exceed normal noise 
levels.
 But Commissioner Jo Ann Mattick withdrew her 
second to Miller’s motion after learning that the ordi-
nance has no set decibel levels for noise. The noise 
requirement is simply that of a “reasonable level,” said 
city attorney Jim Dye.
 Besides, added Commission Chairman John Quam, 
“I trust Mr. Chiles to control amplifi ed music.”
 Commissioner Christine Tollette noted that the 
commission was still going to review its special event 
permit ordinance, but cautioned that there are only 135 
residential and retail-offi ce-residential properties within 
a four-block area of the Sandbar.
 “We don’t want to get caught up in trying to rectify 
something for the benefi t of a very few,” she said.
 The permits allow the restaurant to construct a tent 
on its beachfront for the weddings.
 The permit applications were approved 4-1, with 
Miller casting the dissenting vote.
 Quam said the commission will discuss changes to 
the special-event permit ordinance at its April 11 work 
session.

Lot split ordinance
 A political football that’s been kicked around more 
times than a World Cup Soccer game was fi nally settled 
by the commission.
 After several months of discussions by the com-
mission in both regular and worksession meetings, an 
ordinance requiring that all lot splits and division of 
land be done through the city’s formal subdivision pro-
cess was approved 5-0. The vote came after more than 
an hour of debate, particularly about the requirement 
in the ordinance that lots have easements and suffi cient 
frontage on a public road that meet city codes. Only six 
lots in the city fail to meet that requirement.
 The ordinance states that if an owner did not have 
an easement for access to his or her property by Jan. 1, 
2007, they would have to fi le for a variance with the 
city for access.
  Commissioners briefly considered making the 
effective date several months in the future to give the 
six property owners time to obtain the required ease-
ment, but eventually rejected any change in the date.
 One of the properties most affected by the ordi-
nance is owned by Harry Lockwood at 703 N. Shore 
Drive.
 Lockwood has a small cottage on one of the two 
adjoining lots he owns. Under the ordinance, he’s now 
required to get a variance for access to the lot not front-
ing Shore Drive.
 Lockwood told commissioners that he’s in a unique 
situation. He’s paid more than $150,000 in taxes since 
he and his wife bought the property in 1997, and he 
was assured at the time of purchase that he could build 
a house on the back lot. Now, he said, he’s had to hire 
an attorney to defend his interests.
 Commissioners were apparently concerned that 
Lockwood could sell the property and a new owner 
could build several single-family homes on the two 
parcels by subdividing and using the access on the front 
lot for the other properties.
 Mattick suggested that commissioners pick a date 
several months in the future to give Lockwood time to 
obtain an easement to the back lot, but Dye said the city 
doesn’t have enough information about the property.
 He added that the ordinance does not affect the 

approved but not-yet-constructed Villa Rosa subdivi-
sion on South Bay Boulevard. That property has a pri-
vate road, he observed.
 The ordinance passed 5-0.

Grant application for land purchase
 Mattick agreed to spearhead a grant application to 
the Florida Communities Trust that would allow the FCT 
to purchase Lockwood’s 1.5 acres without any money 
from the city, then return ownership to Anna Maria.
 If purchased, the property could be turned into 
a public park for native plants and wildlife, promote 
stormwater runoff and water conservation, she said.
 The existing house on the property could serve as 
a permanent offi ce for the city’s environmental educa-
tion and enhancement committee and offer programs 
and classes on conservation and the environment.
 Mattick said that under her plan, the park would 
have “limited parking,” no playground equipment and 
could not be used for special events or large public 
gatherings. She also proposed that adjacent landowners 
be kept fully informed of the city’s plans.
 Commissioner Dale Woodland agreed that neighbor-
ing property owners be advised of the plan immediately 
and be informed in writing of the grant application.
 “I know this city and these people,” he said.
 But “time is of the essence,” added Mattick
 The deadline for the application is May 9 and the 
FCT will announce its awards in September.
 Mattick said she’s willing to “put forth the effort” to 
prepare the grant and Mayor Fran Barford said she and 
city staff will be happy to assist with the application.
 Commissioners by a 4-1 vote gave approval to Mat-
tick to move full speed ahead, with Miller casting the 
lone vote against the proposal. Miller indicated he was 
concerned about more public input on whether or not to 
proceed with the application along with any potential 
parking problems.
 Lockwood said he hadn’t been formally contacted 
by the city, but had discussed the property with Mattick. 
Although the property is currently for sale, he said he 
and his wife would welcome the opportunity to sell the 
land to the city and have it turned into a nature park.
 “It sounds like a great idea,” he said.

Anna Maria City
None scheduled.
Anna Maria City Hall is temporarily housed in the 
annex building at Island Baptist Church, 8605 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria, 708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.
com.

Bradenton Beach 
April 5, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
April 4, 5 p.m., parks and beautifi cation committee 
meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl .org.

Of Interest
Government offi ces in Anna Maria and Holmes Beach 
will be closed Friday, April 6, for Good Friday.

Safe harbor
This dredge 
anchored off the 
Anna Maria city 
pier in Tampa Bay, 
presumably to avoid 
some strong winds 
and surf. The dredge 
is not operating in 
Anna Maria, city 
offi cials said, and is 
not part of any Lake 
LaVista dredging. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

Garden tour Sunday 
to benefi t orchestra
 The Anna Maria Island Garden Tour showcasing 
the signs of spring is a benefi t for the sound of music, 
specifi cally that of the Anna Maria Island Community 
Chorus and Orchestra.
 The tour, March 31, will be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and features fi ve Island gardens:
 • Angelinos Sea Lodge, 2818 Ave. E., Holmes 
Beach.
 • The Duncan residence, 5706 Carissa St., Holmes 
Beach.
 • The Craft residence, 266 Gladiolus St., Anna 
Maria.
 • The Brooks/Schlegel property, 5 Lakeview Place, 
Anna Maria.
 • The Kendler residence, 118 Neptune Lane, 
Holmes Beach.
 At select gardens, tourgoers will be able to 
purchase gardenware and other items. They will 
also hear music provided by AMICCO members at 
the homes, as well as at the new AmSouth Bank 
branch.
 Tickets for the tour are $10 in advance and $12 the 
day of the event. Tickets are available at various loca-
tions on the Island, including the Anna Maria Island 
Chamber of Commerce and Ginny’s Antiques and Art 
in Holmes Beach and Ginny’s & Jane E’s at the Old 
IGA in Anna Maria.
 On the day of the tour, tickets will also be available 
at the new AmSouth Bank branch on Manatee Avenue 
in Holmes Beach, which holds its grand opening block 
party that day.
 For more information, call 778-1880.

Correction
 In last week’s issue, an announcement of the tour 
contained an incorrect address for Angelinos Sea Lodge, 
which is properly noted above. 

Fire chief earns 
CFO award

 West Manatee Fire Rescue Chief Andy Price recently 
earned the designation of “chief fi re offi cer” from the 
Center for Public Excellence in Chantilly, Va.
 Price is one of about 506 CFOs worldwide, accord-

ing to WMFR Capt. Tom 
Sousa, the district’s spokes-
man.
 To receive the des-
ignation, a candidate must 
prove to a review board a 
commitment to “experience, 
education, professional 
development, professional 
contributions, association 
membership, community 
involvement and technical 

competencies.”
 Price, who lives in Holmes Beach, has been with 
the fi re district for 25 years.

Price
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Tidemark rolling along, joins with Beach Inn
Tide coming in
Owners of the Tidemark 
resorts hosted a party March 
15 at the Tidemark Marina 
sales offi ce by the Wachovia 
Bank building in Holmes 
Beach March 15 before 
adjourning to the Beach Inn 
for further festivities. From 
left, Anna Maria Island 
Community Center executive 
director Pierrette Kelly and 
husband Paul talk about the 
project with Tidemark execu-
tives Lance McNeill and Ken 
Dardis. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

 The merger of the Beach Inn in Holmes Beach 
and the Tidemark hotel/marina/condominiums into 
Tidemark Resorts is in full swing, according to 
shareholder Sean Murphy of the Beach Bistro Res-
taurant.
 Murphy hosted a beach party March 15 in front of 
the Beach Inn to thank everyone involved in the project, 
noting that the upscale nature of the units will attract 
the type of owner and visitor clientele that the Island 
wants.
 “We’re not marketing to spring breakers,” Murphy 
said.
 Units at both properties will be marketed for frac-
tional ownership, but the Tidemark Marina Resort 
include only 30 of its planned 40 units in fractional 
ownership.
 The Tidemark Marina property will have a full-
service restaurant and lounge, banquet facilities and a 
60-slip boat marina.
 Tidemark Resort developers Ken Dardis and Lance 
McNeill of Reliance Realty Partners co-hosted the 

party.
 The Tidemark sales offi ce by the Wachovia Bank 
in Holmes Beach is open daily. People interested in the 

units or who want more information can call 778-1124, 
800-778-8433 toll free, or visit the company’s Web site  
at www.tidemarkresorts.com.

Insurance: Some homeowners prefer to go ‘bare’

Dick Eichhorn decided against buying property 
insurance for his Key Royale home because of the 
uncertainty over what insurers would actually pay if 
a storm hit. Islander Photo: Molly McCartney

By Molly McCartney
Islander Reporter

 Homeowner Dick Eichhorn is a member of a tough 
and optimistic group of Anna Maria Island property 
owners who have decided to take a gamble and go with-
out wind, fl ood or fi re insurance. 
 They’re going bare.
 He got the idea for this seven years ago when he 
bought a house on Key Royale and began to shop for 
an insurance policy. 
 “I found I could only get coverage for about one-
third the value of the house,” he said. “They would 
cover only $250,000 and there was a $50,000 deduct-
ible. And the policy didn’t cover the pool, the cage 
cover for the pool or the grounds.”
 Eichhorn also had questions about what the policy 
would pay if his house was damaged in a storm. 
 “I was led to believe that the insurance companies 
were very picky about what is fl ood damage versus 
what is rain damage,” he said.
 In other words, he was familiar with how diffi cult it 
can be to collect on a policy when a house is damaged 
by wind, water or other hazard. 
 While he was looking at the costs and benefi ts of 
various insurance options, his real estate agent men-
tioned that “a lot of people on Key Royale do not have 
insurance because they can afford the recovery cost,” 
Eichhorn said.
 “That started me thinking,” he said.
 Eichhorn is a retired businessman from Minnesota 
who specialized in electronic offi ce systems. He took 
his fi rst risk in 1971 when he left what he described as 
a “nice corporate job” with Honeywell and helped to 
found a new company.
 After buying his house on Key Royale in 2000, he 
took the precaution of making the house as storm-proof 
as he could. 
 He installed an aluminum roof that can withstand 
winds of up to 140 mph. He put roll-down storm shut-
ters on all the doors and windows.
 “That gives me some comfort that I will probably 
escape most of the storms that hit here, except for one 
that wipes out Anna Maria Island,” he said. 
 He fi gures that he has saved about $45,000 in insur-
ance premiums over the past seven years — enough 

to offset the cost of the storm shutters and the roof 
improvements.
 Eichhorn said his house elevation is 9 feet above 
the mean-high-tide level. He knows “if this whole area 
gets fl ooded, the Island won’t be inhabitable for a long 
time anyway.”
 He is philosophical about the future.
 “If a big wind storm or a big fl ood happens here, 
it happens,” he said. “And I will decide what to do at 
that point. It won’t be the end of my life.”
 Eichhorn said he is comfortable with his gamble 
because of the uncertainty of what the policy would 
cover if he was willing to buy one.
 For example, he said, he has a neighbor whose 
asphalt shingle roof was damaged by a storm several 
years ago. The neighbor’s insurance company calcu-
lated the age of the roof at the time of the storm and the 
neighbor “essentially got nothing for his roof,” Eich-
horn said.
 “That supported my argument that insurance is a 
funny obstacle to overcome,” he said.
 Eichhorn acknowledged that some homeowners 
don’t have the option of going bare.
 “If you have a mortgage, you have to have insur-
ance,” he said. 
 Obtaining personal liability insurance without 

buying homeowner’s insurance can also be a problem 
for some people, he said. He happens to have personal 
liability coverage through the homeowner’s insurance 
he carries on his Minnesota home.

Others go bare
 Eichhorn said he knows other homeowners who are 
going without property insurance because they agree 
with him that it is a risk worth taking.
 That is also the opinion of Mary Ann Schmidt, an 
agent with SunCoast Real Estate.
 “I think a lot of people are not insuring their 
homes,” she said. “They are not buying homeowner’s 
insurance because it isn’t worthwhile for them. They 
just buy the liability.”
 Schmidt is the agent who sold the Eichhorns their 
home on Key Royale in 2000 and the one who sug-
gested that they consider going without coverage.
 “People are paying cash for their homes and they 
are not getting homeowner’s insurance” because of the 
high premiums and the uncertainty over what policies 
would pay, she said.
 That pattern has become more apparent in recent 
years as the cost for policies has soared, she said.
 She described the impact of insurance premiums 
on the buyers of a house last year in Anna Maria City. 
“I remember the bill was over $18,000 for everything, 
by the time they got the wind, the fl ood, the homeown-
ers.”
 As a result, more and more people who can afford 
to pay cash for their houses and who are willing to 
run the risk of storm damage are opting to go without 
property coverage, she said. 
 

Commercial property risks 
 Some commercial property owners on the Island 
would also like to drop their coverage.
 Diane Tremblay just received her bill for wind 
insurance on the four-unit apartment building she owns 
at 200 S. Harbor Drive in Holmes Beach. 
 Last year her premium for coverage with Citizens 
Property Insurance Corp, the state’s insurer, was $612, 
she said. Her new premium is $2,722. 
 And although her insurance costs are going up, 
the amount of coverage is shrinking, since Citizens 
increased the deductibles on the policy, she said.
 “I’m not planning on renewing the policy,” she said, 
because she fi gures she would have to have a claim of 
over $20,000 before she would be eligible for benefi ts 
due to the size of the deductible. 
 Tremblay said she will continue her fl ood coverage 
on the property, but she’s hoping she can drop the wind 
policy. 
 “When you look at how much trouble people have 
had getting their claims paid,” she said, “it may not be 
worth having the policy.”

 Note: If you have an insurance story to share 
about your experience with rate hikes, rate reduc-
tions, rate refunds or other insurance issues, please 
send a note to The Islander by e-mailing msmccart-
ney@sprintmail.com. 

Islanders Tony 
Kenny’s Ireland

The Dublin City 
Dancers open the 

show for Tonny Ken-
ny’s Ireland March 

21 at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, 

248 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach. The 

touring company 
drew a crowd clad in 
green to the church’s 

reception hall for 
music, dance and 
comedy. Islander 
Photo: Lisa Neff
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Enlightened
 Minds.

Energized
Spirits.

Enjoyable 
Living.

www.watersedgeseniorcommunities.org

Welcome to the Area’s Finest Rent-Only Community…
Where There’s Never an Entrance Fee or Buy-In…Ever!

Water’s Edge…
An Enlightened, Energized, Enjoyable Way of Living Without 

Long-Term Financial Commitment. It’s Where Luxury and Value Unite.

Our oversized villas, beautifully landscaped campus and worry-free, active lifestyle already 
offer you more than most other area retirement living communities. And, as a rent-only 
community, you never have to pay those expensive property taxes or increased insurance 
rates.

But for us, that’s not enough. At Water’s Edge, we surround you in the grandeur of true 
resort living. It’s a life filled with culture and beauty. Our maintenance-free lifestyle 
empowers you to live the way you always dreamed.

Most surprisingly, there’s never an extra charge to access the community amenities. It’s 
all included in your monthly rent. So any time you want, you’ll have the opportunity to 
enlighten your mind, energize your spirit and simply enjoy life at Bradenton’s finest new 
retirement community…Water’s Edge. 

For more information, call 1-800-240-4077.

A Florida Christian Homes Community

3132 21st Lane West
Bradenton, FL

The entrance to our gated community is conveniently located on the south side of 
30th Avenue West, between 14th Street West and 26th Street West.

Coming Soon…
The LakeHouse at Water’s Edge…

the new definition of luxury rental 
apartments.

Rescue team frees dog stuck in drain pipe
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Moka the Dachshund found herself in a tight spot 
March 19, trapped in a drainage pipe under 69th Street 
in Holmes Beach. 
 The response to Moka’s cries for help proved that 
the days of public servants rescuing pets from pre-
dicaments are not gone and relegated to Pleasantville 
memories. 
 For hours on that Monday morning, a team of 
neighbors and civic employees slaved at freeing the 
chocolate-brown miniature dachshund from the pipe. 
 The 19-year-old dog apparently ventured outdoors 
late March 18 for a bathroom break. Moka’s routine is 
to stay close to her home. She’s partially deaf and blind 
and her hind legs don’t work too well so she doesn’t 
wander off. 
 At least, she hadn’t wandered off in the past. 
 But on Sunday night, Moka didn’t return home. 
 And her human companion, Rebecca Brodeur, 
didn’t sleep. 
 “I just couldn’t fi nd her,” Brodeur said. “She’s 19. 
She’s blind. She can hardly hear. I was just so worried. 
Moka likes comfort, she just likes to be comfortable.” 
 Brodeur spent the night searching. She didn’t know 
Moka spent the night so close to home — in a drainage 
pipe, curled into a ball, cold and afraid and stuck. The 
dog couldn’t move backward because of her bad back 
legs. She couldn’t move forward because of the mucky 
build-up in the pipe. 
 Monday morning neighbors helped Brodeur fi nd 
Moka in the pipe. When they leaned down and peered 
in, they could see Moka’s eyes shining in the darkness. 
She was out of arms’ reach by about fi ve feet. 

 Brodeur and her neighbors called to Moka. They 
offered her snacks. But the dog wouldn’t — or couldn’t 
— budge and the professionals were called. 
 An engine with West Manatee Fire Rescue person-
nel soon arrived, followed by a crew from the Holmes 
Beach public works department, then two Mana-
tee County Animal Services offi cers, Holmes Beach 
police offi cers and, fi nally, representatives of LaPensee 
Plumbing of Holmes Beach. 
 “All this for my dog,” Brodeur said with awe. 
 “Just keep talking to her,” WMFR Lt. John Tynski 
suggested to Brodeur as the rescue team worked. “Say 
‘Moka, Moka, Moka’ because this is going to scare the 
hell out of her.” 
 Rescue workers quickly determined that Moka 
couldn’t be pulled from the pipe using rope and she 
couldn’t be prodded from the pipe using a pole. 
 “Anybody got any ideas?” Tynski asked the grow-
ing crowd. 
 Soon rescue workers — the professionals and the 
neighbors — began to drag the dirt and sediment from 

the pipe using rakes, hoes, even a shuffl eboard stick 
attached to plastic piping. 
 “She’s moving,” fi refi ghter Greg Roan shouted, 
hopeful as he stared into the pipe, which measured 
about 8-inches high, about 12-inches wide and formed 
only a half circle. 
 Roan dug with a hoe while Island visitor Paul Carr 
removed dirt with a shovel and neighbor Jeff Kenrick 
steadied the tool. 
 But the build-up in the pipe proved too great and 
eventually rescue workers reached a consensus — they 
would have to cut into 69th Street, pull off the asphalt 
layers and break into the concrete pipe to free Moka. 
 WMFR offered to take responsibility for the work, 
but city offi cials sanctioned the project and, with Bro-
deur standing by, public works, LaPensee and WMFR 
personnel took turns breaking up the road. 
 First, a saw was used to cut through the asphalt. 
 Then one of LaPensee’s backhoes was used to dig 
out the dirt on top of the pipe. 
 After reaching the pipe, fi refi ghter Greg Wigeri Van 
Edema climbed into the hole and started swinging a 
sledgehammer, breaking away the concrete. He then 
started to dig. 
 “Well, hi there,” the fi refi ghter said softly as he 
looked into the pipe at about 11:30 a.m., several hours 
after the all-out rescue effort began. 
 He reached in and gently pulled. 
 When he turned to face Brodeur, he held out her 
dog. Brodeur reached for Moka, hugged her, kissed 
her and then held her out for the crowd of about 40 to 
cheer. Several onlookers cried. 
 “Thank you so much,” Brodeur said, her voice 
trembling with excitement. “I owe you. Moka says, 
‘Thank you.’” 
 As the tools used to free Moka were gathered and 
put away, neighbors gathered around to pet and kiss the 
dog. 
 Wigeri Van Edema smiled and wiped his grimy 
hands on his grimy shorts. 
 “It feels great,” he said. “It’s nice to have her out. 
And the neighborhood was great here, helped out a 
lot.”

Holmes Beach resident Rebecca Brodeur embraces her 
dog, Moka, after West Manatee Fire Rescue fi refi ghter 
Greg Wigeri Van Edema freed the Dachshund from a 
storm drain March 19. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Click!
 The Islander welcomes photographs and notices of 
the milestones in readers’ lives — weddings, anniver-
saries, travels and other events. 
 Please send items, photographs with identities and 
notices — along with contact information — to news@
islander.org or 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach FL 
34217.
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Generations to come
 Spring break is defi nitely a “break dance” on Anna 
Maria Island.
 We don’t get the legendary throngs of college-age 
partiers of Fort Lauderdale, or the current onslaught that 
Panama City Beach “enjoys,” but we do have our fair 
share of kids. 
 Oh, the sun.
 Oh, the sand.
 Oh, the surf.
 Oh, boys and girls. 
 The Island has historically had breakers come to visit 
family for the rites of spring. Families, too, enjoying the 
break of their kids from school. With Easter just a week 
away, we’ve also got the highest of high-season, causing 
packed beaches, packed stores, packed restaurants and 
packed roads. 
 It’s defi nitely a good time to stock up on the essen-
tials for each generation of visitors: Geritol, Guinness, 
Gatorade and Gerber baby food come to mind for four 
generations of folks in a household.
 It’s all good fun.
 We’ve said it before — just relax and go with the fl ow 
of the party — or traffi c.
 We’ll have to wait longer to go somewhere, and dis-
play a little more patience in stores or check-out lines. 
 But remember that this will soon pass, and in a few 
months we’ll look around and ask ourselves, “Where is 
everybody?”
 And it could be a lot worse. Take Panama City Beach, 
for example.
 That little Panhandle barrier island is the new hot spot 
for sun and fun for college kids. Resorts are packed, bars 
are packed, the whole island is packed for several months 
starting in about March.
 Then it begins to earn its not-so-pleasant nickname 
of the “Redneck Riviera,” the “in spot” for folks from 
Alabama, Mississippi and Georgia who can’t or don’t 
vacation on the Mediterranean.
 But there’s a weird thing about Panama City Beach 
—it’s a reverse season from what we enjoy on Anna Maria 
Island.
 Come Labor Day, they shut down. Only a few restau-
rants and resorts remain open. From fall to late winter, it’s 
an empty place and everything goes at a snail’s pace.
 We’re not talking about a slow season, we’re talking 
about virtually no season, right when we’re having our 
“high season.”
 So enjoy the party while it lasts, and thank all the 
winter friends for spending some time with us. Thanks, 
too, to the many generations of Islanders who open their 
homes in the spring and at Easter for relatives to visit 
them. 
 As such, the love of AMI is passed from generation to 
generation and it is in this rite that we become an Island 
of memories.
 Here’s to new memories.
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Crossing controversy
 Want to talk about an old low? Blaming other 
people for mistakes you made yourself. In reference 
to the letter to the editor regarding the recent pedestrian 
accident: Do you know what happens when a careless, 
self-important jerk runs into the street without looking? 
He is lucky to not be killed and he causes grief for more 
than just his family.
 The pedestrian did go in front of the trolley with-
out looking. Witnesses abound. Try reading the police 
report. I’ve seen it. It states what happened. And you 
know those “yield to pedestrian” signs mentioned in the 
letter to the editor? They are not “march into the street 
without looking” signs, something I see people do all 
the time. It amazes me more people are not hurt.
 The man driving that van is a well-known, well-
loved face on the Island. He would not hurt a fl y. To 
say the things that you said against him in your letter 
is outrageous. And for all you people who have ever 
passed a trolley, you are “careless, selfi sh, impatient 
jerks.” A.M. Zappola says so.
 B.D. Stewart, Longboat Key

Riding and walking
 A trolley driver’s responsibility is safety for pas-
sengers riding the trolley, not for riders crossing the 
road in front of the trolley.
 Individual responsibility for one’s safe crossing in 
front of a trolley belongs to the exiting passengers.
 The Island trolley is a public-service form of 
transportation. It is not, nor has it ever been, obliged 
to provide the red lights that school buses use for 
students.
 The characterization of the driver involved in a 
pedestrian accident a few weeks ago as “a careless, 
selfi sh, impatient jerk” is not only grossly inaccurate 
but is also a form of character assassination.
 I have personally and professionally known that 
driver for 18 years. He was not only found innocent, 
he was not cited for reckless driving.
 Why not? The reckless or the unaware passen-

ger who walked in the path of the driver was neither 
grounds for a traffi c violation nor grounds for slander 
against a man who has never even received a parking 
ticket.
 What can be healing is a better understanding of 
the rules of the road. What is harmful is to seek ven-
geance against an innocent and upstanding citizen of 
Anna Maria Island.
 Ann Shaw, Holmes Beach

Passion for pines
 I love the statement attributed to Mike Miller in 
“Sandscript.” “Use trees and shrubs that like to live 
on Anna Maria Island without a whole lot of water 
or fertilizer in lieu of something that isn’t happy 
here and avoid a whole lot of fuss.” What greater 
description of Australian pines can one make? They 
thrive on our Island without either watering or fer-
tilizer and sing to us. Unlike the gumbo limbo tree, 
it doesn’t have “bark (that) is red and flakes off 
easily.”
 Billie P. Martini, Holmes Beach

Thank you, AMI
 Thank you to the Island Players board of direc-
tors, production director Phyllis Elfenbein, her cast and 
crew and everyone that donated to the American Cancer 
Society by attending the benefi t performance of “Drink-
ing Alone” at the theater.
 Thanks are also sent to everyone who participated 
in the Anna Maria Island Relay for Life, those who 
came to be a part of our opening ceremonies, and every-
one who donated to the teams and our event.
 Your donations are hard at work in Manatee County 
with every dollar strategically invested in the fi ght 
against cancer.  It is the goal of the American Cancer 
Society to fi nd a cure for cancer by the year 2015.  If 
we continue to work hand in hand like the Anna Maria 
Island Community has in the past week — together we 
will fi nd a cure!
 Nancy Ambrose, Holmes Beach
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Heartfelt thanks
 The Veenstra family would like to extend heartfelt 
thanks to all of the fi ne community on and around the 
Island.
 These recent times marked by the passing of 
Norman Veenstra have been troubling and hard. We 
appreciate the kind words, cards, fl owers and food that 
were delivered to our home during these past weeks.
 Thank you so much for your kindness.
 A. Veenstra, Holmes Beach

Seeing the error of our ways
 Thanks to Anita Brulato’s recent letter, all of your 
readers got the opportunity to enjoy STOP’s fl agship 
argument du jour. I refer to the use of a juvenile attempt 
at a joke that relies on a wholly irrational apples-and-
oranges analogy: If we have to eliminate non-native 
trees, why not the non-native persons too? The rele-
vance of this concoction to anyone’s position on either 
side is as close to zero as you will ever get. And just 
think what it implies about their opinion of your mind 
if they try to persuade you with it.
 Then in a two-for-one deal, she gave us another fl awed 
argument of the Australian pine huggers, i.e., we should 
not take out the pines because we cannot immediately 
replace them with the shade of fully grown canopy trees. 
It is perfectly possible that she has a 5-year-old “pathetic” 
Gumbo-limbo. Of course, it could have been a pathetic 
specimen, put in a pathetic spot, and given pathetic care. 
But even if it was an apparently perfect plant well cared 
for, it is common, particularly among non-hybridized 
natives, to encounter substantial genetic differences. I 
keep a 3-foot oak tree around to teach novices that fact 
by pointing to the adjacent 30-foot oak that was planted 
the same day. I can also show you trees of several species 
that languished for half a decade, then shot up to be taller 
than older trees nearby in just a few more years.
 The idea that the error of generations who evaded 
the task of replacing the pines and passed it on to us 

must be corrected overnight for your sake or we should 
just keep passing it on, is irresponsible, and in my view, 
immoral. Many in the generations that preceded us did 
replace their pines, and many others planted native trees 
that they never saw mature. I now have a moral obliga-
tion to myself to repay those who did that then by doing 
likewise, even if it is only for the generations to come. 
It is not a unilateral gift to them. It is the fulfi llment of 
my share of a voluntary exchange of gifts among three 
separate generations.
 An ancient Greek proverb says it all: A society 
grows great when old men plant trees in the shade of 
which they will never sit.
 Mike Miller, Anna Maria

Center thank you
 Our deepest thanks go out to all the people involved in 
making the 14th annual Anna Maria Island Tour of Homes 
such a wonderful event and a huge success. The tour was 
unbelievable as each of the six homes was unique and 
beautiful. The Center staff, board of directors and those we 
serve are aware that it was a lot of hard work to get ready 
for the yearly tour, but the many hours all the volunteers 
put in paid off — we’re glad you did it.
 This event is a wonderful way to show other com-
munities that this is truly a great place to live and raise 
our families! A community that cares about its youth, 
families and seniors.
 The success of this event has been crucial to keep-
ing the fees of our youth education and sports programs 
affordable and continuing to provide scholarships to 
those who fi nancially qualify for assistance.
 On behalf of those we serve, the board of direc-
tors and I extend our deepest gratitude to the Tour of 
Homes committee, the homeowners who opened their 
homes, the sponsors, friends and numerous volunteers 
who give and support the Center from the heart so that 
others can benefi t from their generous spirit. 
 Pierrette Kelly, executive director, Anna Maria 
Island Community Center

THE BESTTHE BEST 15 YEARS15 YEARS

SINCE 1992
15

 • The Anna Maria and Westside fi re commissions 
agreed to draft an interlocal agreement that would merge 
the two districts into a single fi re district. Anna Maria 
Fire Chief Andy Price said the agreement would be 
ready for voter approval by the next general election.
 • Dredging of Longboat Pass was scheduled to 
begin that week, with the sand obtained by the dredge 
to be used by both Longboat Key and Bradenton Beach 
for beach renourishment. About 3,000 feet of beach was 
to be renourished in Bradenton Beach, according to 
Manatee County Environmental Management Director 
Jack Gorzeman.
 • Holmes Beach offi cials applied for a Florida Com-
munities Trust grant initiated by former city Commis-
sioner Billie Martini that would allow it to purchase 50 
acres of land along the bay side of East Bay Drive to 
preserve as natural wetlands. The area would be known 
as Grassy Point.

In the March 25, 1997, issue of 
The Islander, headlines announced:
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Outdoor Market
Fun for everyone!

•ANTIQUES

•ART 

•FURNITURE

•JEWELRY 

AND MORE

8am-3pm Saturday, March 31
Rain date Sunday • April Fool’s Day

Simply PutSimply Put

SHOP 941-795-4788
SURFING WORLD PLAZA
11904 CORTEZ RD. W.
CORTEZ

FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS • YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

dee’s boutique 
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

3228 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach • Anna Maria Island Center • 778-4665

Starts Wed • March 28

70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!
70% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS!

50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!
50% OFF
EVERYTHING ELSE!

• Thousands of
 ornaments
• Nutcrackers
• Fabriché Santas
• Tree toppers
• Holiday music boxes and
 carousels & much more

FASHIONS
• Casual to cruisewear
• Jewelry and
 accessories

GIFTS
• Pottery and art glass
• Dolls and tea sets
• Nautical SALE EXCLUDES FRENCH DRESSING JEANSWEAR, FOCUS,

CACTUS, DECEMBER DIAMONDS AND FLORIDA ORNAMENTS

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Winners in Anna Maria 
Garden Club Penny 

Flower Show
 The winners in the Penny Flower Show included:
 • “Ring Around the Rosie”— Diane Broda, fi rst 
place; Carolyn Dimmig, second and Esther Callahan, 
third.
 • “Jack and Jill” — Ginny Garland, fi rst; Dimmig, 
second and Mary Manion, third.
 • “Lil’ Miss Muffet” — Barbara Callaghan, fi rst; 
Dimmig, second and Clare Faner third. 
 • “Simple Simon” — fi rst and third place went to 
Dimmig and second to Marilyn Shirley. 
 • “A Tisket, A Tasket” — Candie Clerkin, fi rst; 
Rully and Associates/M.Lattansil and M. Cronin, 
second and Dimmig third.
 • “Jack Be Nimble” — Priscilla Seewald, fi rst; 
Dimmig, second and Manion, third.
 • “Off to See the Wizard” — Pattie Stackhouse and 
Dawn Haskins, fi rst; Marilyn Shirley, second and Clare 
Faner and Jean Taylor, third.
 • “Horticulture” — fi rst and second place winner 
was Priscilla Seewald and Marilyn Shirley won third.

Club hosts fl ower show
Anna Maria Garden Club members Pattie Stackhouse, front row from left, Dawn Haskins, Susan Fernald and 
Mary Manion, back row, Kitty Van Zile, Priscilla Seewald and Barbara Callaghan participate in the group’s 
annual Penny Flower Show. The event took place March 21 at Roser Memorial Community Church in Anna 
Maria. In addition to a fl ower show, the event featured a bake sale, a plant sale and a raffl e, raising $685.29. 
The club’s next meeting is a salad luncheon and features the installation of offi cers. The program begins at 
noon April 18 at Roser. For more information, call 778-2607. Islander Photos: Nancy Ambrose

Anna Maria Garden Club member Diane Broda stands 
with her arrangement, which employs asparagus as a 
vase, during the Penny Flower Show March 21.

Rotary club holds tax talk
Holmes Beach businessman Don Schroder for-
mally announces the creation of a statewide coali-
tion of tax reform groups during a Rotary Club 
of Anna Maria Island meeting March 20. At the 
BeachHouse Restaurant luncheon, Schroder, presi-
dent of the Coalition Against Runaway Taxation, 
said CART has joined forces with other groups to 
create the Florida Taxpayer Alliance to protect 
people from being “crucifi ed” by taxes. The Rotary 
will next host a representative from Florida Blood 
Services on April 3, hold a club assembly April 10, 
hear about All Island Denominations’ scholarship 
program April 17 and get to know members on 
April 24. For more information about the Rotary 
club, which meets Tuesdays at noon at the Beach-
House, call 447-5362. For more information about 
the taxpayer alliance, go to www.taxpayersal-
liance.com. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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VACUUM

4892 S. Tamiami Trail, in the Landings Plaza
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10-6, Sat., 10-5, Sun., 12-5

941-924-1841

Vacuums of Sarasota

AMI

ALL 3 PIECES

FOR
$29995

FULL 3-YEAR WARRANTY!

REPAIRS 7 DAYS A WEEK

Weighs 8 lbs. 
Hotel Strength

$199 VALUE 
 FREE

• 8 Attachments
• Strong enough to pick  
 up a 16 lb. bowling ball.

0%
Financing for 
12 mos. with 

approved credit

FREE $139 Value 

5311 gulf drive
anna maria island

778.5400
www.a2salonandspa.com

•massage
•skin
•nails
•hair

Strollers, Cribs, Car Seats, Etc.

www.AFHBR.com • Delivery and P/U
Free Gift while supplies last • 941-724-0979

10% DISCOUNT for Florida 
residents

uu ]]

Away From Home 
Baby Furniture Rentals

Pawsitively Pets

Quality Pet Sitting • Bonded • Insured

761-7511

& Property Services Inc.
P.O. Box 265, Bradenton Beach, FL 34217

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

Unique diet book that explains 
metabolism and shows how 
popular eating customs and 

stress affect weight gain. 

Bradenton Beach Diet Book

Hardback and softback available at 
Heitel Jewelers • 941-792-1781

6387 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 

Also available at the AMI chamber

&Pink  White
NAIL SPA

• Spa Pedicures
• Manicures
• Acrylic Nails
• Silk Wraps
• Fiberglass • Gel Nails
• Airbrush Art • Waxing
• Pink & White

Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm
Sat. 9am-6pm

Appointments & Walk-Ins 
Welcome

7306 W. Manatee Ave. Bradenton 
Just minutes from the islands in the Kmart/Publix Center

941-794-6168

i[

New customers only, with this coupon.

$5 OFF
any nail service. 

Easter week services on Islands
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Palm Sunday services will initiate Easter week 
observances in many of Anna Maria Island’s churches 
on Sunday, April 1. 
 The following Sunday, April 8, the traditional 
sunrise Easter services will be at 6:30 a.m. The Island 
observance will again be hosted by the Anna Maria 
Island Kiwanis Club at the public beach where Manatee 
Avenue meets the Gulf of Mexico. On Longboat Key, 
sunrise service begins at 7 a.m. and will be at Bayfront 
Park, 4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
 Following are Holy Week and Easter Sunday ser-
vices at the churches, including telephone numbers 
where further information may be obtained: 
 Harvey Memorial Community Church, 300 
Church St., Bradenton Beach.
 Maundy Thursday observance at 7 p.m., potluck 
supper with Holy Communion and singing around the 
table. 
 Palm Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. where palms will 
be distributed and, in a Harvey tradition, the choir and 
congregation will sing “The Palms.”
 Easter Sunday services at 9:30 a.m. 
 The Rev. Stephen King. (721-3643)

 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 
 Palm Sunday services at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
 Maundy Thursday services at 7 p.m., Holy Com-
munion and foot-washing ceremony. 
 Good Friday, Tenebrae services at noon and 7 p.m. 
 Saturday, Resurrection service at 5 p.m.
 Easter Sunday services at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
 The Rev. Rosemary Backer, pastor. (778-1813)
 Crosspointe Fellowship, formerly known as Island 
Baptist Church, 8605 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria City. 
 Palm Sunday worship service at 10:50 a.m. 
 Easter Sunday service at 10:50 a.m.
 The Rev. Dale Lawson. (778-0719)
 Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine 
Ave., Anna Maria City. 
 Palm Sunday worship services at 9 and 11 a.m. 
 Holy Thursday special service at 7 p.m. with Holy 
Communion. 
 Good Friday service at noon.
 Easter Sunday services will be at 9 and 11 a.m. 
 The Rev. Gary Batey. (778-0414)
 St. Bernard Catholic Church, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive, Holmes Beach. 
 Saturday March 31 services at 4 and 5:30 p.m.
 Palm Sunday Masses at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and noon 
with blessing and distribution of palms.
 Easter service information was not available at 
press time.
 The Rev. Robb Mongiello. (778-4769)
 Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
 Palm Sunday services at 7:30 a.m. Rite I with Lit-
urgy of the Palms and at 9 and 11 a.m. Rite I sung with 
Liturgy of the Palms. 
 Maundy Thursday at 9:30 a.m. the Holy Eucharist 
and at 7 p.m. the Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the 
Altar followed by vigil from 8 to 10 p.m. in the memo-
rial garden. 
 Good Friday, at noon the traditional Good Friday 
liturgy and at 7 p.m. the Way of the Cross and Good 
Friday liturgy followed by a vigil in the memorial 
garden. 
 Easter Sunday services 7:30, 9 and 11 a.m.
 The Rev. Harry Parsell. (778-1638)
 Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive. 
 Palm Sunday service 10 a.m. 
 Maundy Thursday simple soup supper at 5:30 p.m., 
with service and Communion at 6 p.m.
 Easter Sunday service at 10 a.m. chapel worship 
service followed by an Easter egg hunt at 11 a.m.
 The Rev. Kenneth Gill. (383-6491).

Research for Grassy Point ongoing
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The removal of non-native plants at the Grassy 
Point preserve possibly will begin this summer.
 But more likely next year, said Joe Duennes, the 
superintendent of public works in Holmes Beach.
 Duennes discussed the project with the Holmes 
Beach Civic Association March 24 at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 Duennes said researchers and permit-writers are 
preparing an application detailing the project for the 
state’s review.
 Once the permit is approved, work can begin to 
remove the exotic plants and return Grassy Point to its 
natural habitat, a mangrove colony.
 The 23-acre Grassy Point project is part of the com-
prehensive fi ve-year habitat restoration plan created in 
2003 by the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program to restore 
intertidal and submerged aquatic habitats and create an 
artifi cial fi shery habitat.
 The city, using state funds, had purchased large 
portions of Grassy Point, the area generally north of 
Mike Norman Real Estate, east of East Bay Drive and 
south of Sandy Point condos. 
 The city commission in November 2006 authorized 
an agreement between the city and SBEP that set forth 
how the project should proceed, including funding. 
SBEP came up with 50 percent of the $80,000 needed 
for the fi rst phase of the project, including $10,000 from 
the U.S. Interior Department’s Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Holmes Beach is providing the remaining $40,000. 
About $30,000 of the funds will be used for permitting 
and planning and $50,000 for exotic removal, habitat 
restoration and maintenance.
 “Restoration activities will … improve tidal circu-
lation and re-establish natural hydroperiods,” according 

to a project outline from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. “Restoration will eliminate non-native plant 
species, thus contributing to the recovery of natural 
mangrove, salt marsh and seagrass communities. It is 
believed that the loss of these vital habitats and associ-
ated declines in water quality have resulted in reduced 
fi sheries in Sarasota Bay. It is estimated that Sarasota 
Bay is approximately 50 percent as productive as his-
torically documented. The future of the bay’s fi sher-
ies depends on the community’s ability to restore and 
enhance wetlands and seagrass habitats and restore 
water quality.”
 Duennes said the area would be a “passive park.”
 Specialists with Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and 
Scheda Ecological Associates in Tampa have worked 
throughout the winter on the permit application.
 “The scientists have been out there putting the 
application together,” Duennes said. “And it sounds 
like they are just about ready to go.”
 Duennes said additional money would be needed to 
install the elevated boardwalk in sections, an observa-
tion tower and an observation platform by Anna Maria 
Sound. Duennes said a parking area is not part of the 
current plan.
 Attendees at the meeting raised questions about the 
removal of exotic plants, such as Australian pines, and 
whether care would be taken to protect bird nests.
 Attendees also emphasized that the city must be 
vigilant in protecting the property for conservation.
 For more information about the civic association 
call 778-1285.
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7420 Cortez Road, West • Bradenton

941.794.1999

HAIR • NAILS • WAXING • TINTING

5382 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-2967

March’s
Honey-Bee of the Month

* Full-time daycare Monday-Friday 7am-6pm
* For children ages 6 weeks to 5 years
* 3 nutritious meals daily, plus healthy snacks
* Fully staffed by quality and experienced 

child-care professionals

Jackson Kelly just turned 3 
on March 23. Son of Sara and 
John of Bradenton, Jackson 
is a good boy. He is very 
artistic, has lots of skills and 
he has an amazing vocabulary 
for a child his age. 

DAYCARE

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

7604 Cortez Rd. • Bradenton • 761-0607

       Choose from Leather • Metallic 
• Handpainted Handbags • Accessories • Jewelry

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous designer names!

R
2
3
2
2
1L.D.’s Jewelry

and Watch Repair
7358 Cortez Rd. W. • (941) 798-9585
Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4
Accepting major credit cards & ATM Card

• New & Custom Jewelry • Remounts
• Appraisals • Repairs • Estate Jewelry

 Dean Brown, Master Jeweler and 
 Watchmaker for 24 years

 40 %  OFF  WATCH BANDS 40% OFF
APPRAISED VALUE

ESTATE JEWELRY
& WATCHES

• Appraisals • Repairs 

rader’s reef

   778-3211
  5508 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach • Across from Island Library

The Island’s Largest Selection!
Shells • Shell Craft Supplies
Sea Life • Mirror Boards 
Shell Mirrors • Jewelry 
and Handmade Seashell 
Christmas Ornaments

shells & gifts 
Expo to focus on environment

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Organizers of the upcoming Eco Expo in Bradenton 
Beach hope their messages about ecology echo across 
the Island.
 “We’re trying to teach people to bring more green 
into their lives,” said Bradenton Beach project manager 
Lisa Marie Phillips.
 The expo, organized by the city WAVES commit-
tee, is scheduled for Saturday, March 31, at Bradenton 
Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N. Hours are 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
 Plans for the expo were a primary topic of discus-
sion March 19 at the WAVES meeting at city hall. The 
committee exists to protect and promote Bradenton 
Beach as a Waterfronts Florida Partnership community 
in cooperation with the state and the city.
 Those who attend the third annual expo can expect 
to learn about Gulf Coast animal life on land and in the 
water, eco-friendly fertilizers, native plants and water 
conservation from Anna Maria Elementary’s young 
“Water Saves Us” group.
 They can also expect to savor ice cream donated by 
Joe’s Eats & Sweets and gather giveaways like bumper 
stickers that proclaim “Plastic Bags Blow” and cloth 
shopping bags to replace plastic shopping bags.
 “We’ve got some really great giveaways,” Phillips 
said referring to the expo — a prelude to Earth Day 
observed April 22 around the world, and Arbor Day 
observed April 27 in many cities.
 In other business at the WAVES meeting, the group 
unanimously approved a slight redesign of the canvas 
shopping bags — the printing will be on one side rather 
than two sides with room for four $300 sponsorship 
logos.
 The group also perused the just-off-the-press 
visitor’s guide to Bradenton Beach — “Anna Maria 
Island’s Southernmost City.”
 The guide details opportunities in Bradenton Beach 
for recreation and ecotourism, explores the city’s his-
tory, offers general information about the area and cel-

ebrates “Old Florida” heritage.
 The guide also contains some advice for tourists, 
such as do the “stingray shuffl e” in June, avoid cross-
ing through protected sea oats, take advantage of the 
free trolley and shield lights near the beach from May 
through October for the sake of nesting sea turtles.
 At a cost of about $3,600, 3,000 guides were printed 
for distribution last week. 
 “They are on sand-colored recycled paper,” Phillips 
noted as she handed out the guides. “I hope you are as 
happy with it as we are in the [city] offi ce.”
 She added that the guides would be available in 
PDF form on a future Web site that is likely to include a 
history and geography of Bradenton Beach, the WAVES 
mission statement, a calendar and interactive e-mail.
 In the near future, WAVES will be involved in a 
beautifi cation effort at the intersection of Gulf Drive 
and Cortez. Working with Keep Manatee Beautiful, fi ve 
sea grape trees will be planted near the intersection in 
April.
 Also upcoming, WAVES members showed an 
interest in promoting the designation of historic sites 
in Bradenton Beach.
 Members briefl y discussed with Mayor John Chap-
pie what measures the city needs to adopt to create his-
toric sites in the city and secure grants for preservation 
work, including placing markers.
 Such work is important to the community, said 
Sissy Quinn, who is both the administrator of the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society and a member of the 
WAVES committee.
 Chappie noted that Bradenton Beach is home to 
signifi cant sites, including the city pier, clock tower, 
the Annie Silver Community Center and the Monroe 
Cottage.
 “There are probably businesses on the Island that 
would be interested” in historic site designation as well, 
WAVES committee member David Teitelbaum said.
 The next WAVES committee meeting is set for 4 
p.m. April 9 at Bradenton Beach City Hall. The group 
generally meets the second Monday of each month.

AME PTO money earmarked for shade trees
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Members of the Anna Maria Elementary School 
Advisory Committee learned that the school’s Parent-
Teacher Organization has a little more than $12,000 
earmarked to purchase shade trees for the playground 
behind the school.
 SAC member Lynda Hicks, also a member of the 
PTO, told the group about plans at the March 12 meet-
ing. Hicks said she and PTO presidents Shannon Dell, 
PTO member Joy Murphy, AME Principal Tom Leven-
good and master gardener Christine Callahan met with 
landscaper Mike Miller to walk the school grounds and 
determine how to incorporate more natural shade on the 
play areas.
 Hicks said that the money was raised in 1999 
through the sale of hand tiles for playground equipment. 
The funds remaining after purchasing the equipment 
became the seed money that will now help purchase 14 

indigenous trees. Hicks said the PTO has added to and 
carried over the funds each year with the intention of 
applying it toward items that were not provided when 
the new school construction was completed.
 Callahan, who has been working on several land-
scape gardening projects at the school, and Leven-
good will determine the best locations to plant the 
trees. Hicks said fast-producing shade trees, such as 
the Gumbo Limbo and buttonwood trees, are likely to 
be chosen.
 Hicks also noted that consideration is being made 
to relocate fi ve of the school’s oak trees. According 
to Hicks, the oaks in question are not thriving in their 
current location. Because the trees are small enough 
to move, there is interest in rebuilding the former oak 
hammock behind the school.
 Finally, Hicks said the goal is to have the trees 
planted at the end of the school year, so that they are 
stable when school resumes in the fall.

AME students gear up for science fair
By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 It’s time for students at Anna Maria Elementary 
School to put on their lab coats and goggles and explore 
the mysteries of science. 
 All AME students will engage in either a class, 
small group or individual science project that will be 
displayed the evening of April 25 when the school hosts 
“Family Science Night.”
 AME Principal Tom Levengood said the fair is not 
a science competition, but rather an opportunity for 
students to understand the scientifi c process of formu-
lating a hypothesis, testing the theory and discover-
ing the results. “A successful science fair project isn’t 
dependent on the results proving the hypothesis. If a 
student discovers his or her results are different than 
anticipated, the next step isn’t to fi x it, but think about 
what they might do different next time.”
 Students are currently in the process of choosing 
topics, said Levengood. Kindergarten through third-
grade students will complete a class project. Levengood 
said teachers will give their students a selection of topics 

and the class will choose which one to research.
 Fourth- and fi fth-grade students will be able to com-
plete individual projects or work in groups of three.
 An information session for parents was held Tues-
day, March 13, offering students a look at sample proj-
ects. Those who attended were also given booklets with 
tips on maintaining a six-week project timeline, how 
to choose a topic, gather information, and construct the 
project.
 The booklet also offers suggestions for parents 
who, Levengood said, are meant to provide support 
— not complete the project. “Be available for advice, 
supervision, positive reinforcement — be a facilitator,” 
said Levengood.
 Family Science Night will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. 
April 25, and feature not only student projects but also 
hands-on activities. There will be “make and take it” 
science centers, marine touch tanks, environmental dis-
plays and invention convention projects. 
 The Parent-Teacher Organization will also have its 
annual scholastic book fair in the media center and there 
will be pizza, soda and dessert for sale in the cafeteria.
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Sunday • April 1
Starts at 8am!

at
Ginny’s

Antiques & Art
5602 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach
(Please park at the library)

Also visit Ginny’s at the old IGA 
& Jane E’s E-Cafe & Bakery

9807 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria

Gigantic
Flea
Market

$16
$48

*prices subject to change

Sterling $16*
14K Gold $60*

Call 941-779-2106

AWARD-WINNING
IDEAS FOR

YOUR HOME

EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

5704 MARINA DRIVE • HOLMES BEACH • 778-4441

Orchids • Mulch • Shell • Soil • Rocks • Herbs
Mexican Pottery • Landscaping • Palm Trees

Irrigation • Shrubs • Citrus Trees

Garden Center

Citrus & Juice

NEW LOCATION
5347 Gulf Dr. #6 
Holmes Beach
Holmes Business Center 

(across from the 
Island Animal Clinic)

779-9594 TUES - FRI • 10 AM - 4 PM
SAT • 10 AM - 1 PM

Northwest Promenade
6773 Manatee Ave. W.

941-792-5334

Simply the best 
fitting, most 

comfortable pant 
you’ll ever wear … 

Come see what’s 
new for Spring!

Movie to be made in Cortez by Cortezians
By Jim Hanson

Islander Reporter
 Starring Cortez, Gulf waters and various horseshoe 
crabs, a motion picture is in preliminary production 
stages in the historic fi shing village. 
 It will be a “non-gloomy horror documentary,” said 
its producer, Mark Ibasfalean, who has appeared in sev-
eral movies involving Cortez over the years. 
 Its cast will include family members, other Cortez 
people and “anyone else who wants to be in a movie,” 
said Ibasfalean. The main parts have not been fi lled yet, 
but they will be soon. 
 Mark and brother Bryan co-wrote the script around 
10 years ago during rare idle moments aboard their 
commercial fi shing boat — the Ibasfalean family has 
been living and fi shing in Cortez for generations. 
 The brothers have already fi lmed a few interior 
scenes around Cortez, but can’t begin serious shoot-
ing for another month or so. He needs warmer weather 
because most of the action is outdoors, Mark Ibasfalean 
said. 
 They will be doing most of the shooting on week-
ends, he said, “because everyone here works” during 
the weekdays. 

 The story revolves around youngsters, he said, and 
will document the horseshoe crab, which he feels has 
been neglected in the public eye in the plethora of shark 
and whale and crab movies and the like. 
 “It’s a really interesting creature,” he said, and “just 
imagine one 10 feet big.” 
 He and helpers are building their villains of fi ber-
glass, most of them reasonable size but some three- or 
four-footers and a couple of 10-footers. They’re still 
working on the monster sizes, which in the movie will 
attack people and towns. 
 Ibasfalean expects to fi nish fi lming about midsum-
mer, “and that’s the easy part.” 
 Editing takes a lot more time and effort and is a lot 
less fun, he said. “It takes four to six hours of fi lm to 
edit into one minute of the movie. That’s if the shots 
we’re working with are OK.”
 He expects to bring in outside help for that ticklish 
phase. Otherwise, anyone who wants to be in pictures 
is welcome to show up and be immortalized. Not for 
another month or so, though. 
 “It’s fun,” said the producer. “We want to make it 
as good as we can. If it makes it, fi ne. And if it doesn’t, 
fi ne.” 

Library plans card 
drive in April

 The Island Branch Library wants to see more card-
carrying patrons.
 So, the staff’s goal during National Library Week 
— observed April 16-20 — is to get a library card into 
the hands of every eligible person on the Island.
 The cards, available for free to those who live or 
work in Manatee County and for a fee to non-residents, 
are a patron’s ticket to borrowing music and movies and 
texts in Manatee County’s library system.
 The Island Branch Library also plans to hold pro-
grams and giveaways during National Library Week. 
Each patron checking out library materials during the 
week will receive a prize.
 On April 16 at 3 p.m., the library hosts a story hour 
and face painting.
 On April 17 at 2 p.m., landscaper Mike Miller will 
talk about native plants — and offer a free plant to the 
fi rst 50 attendees.
 On April 18 at 2 p.m., Sissy Quinn of the Anna 
Maria Island Historical Society will talk about the 
Island’s past.
 On April 19 at 10 a.m., Bill Pruitt’s nature photog-
raphy will be featured.
 On April 20, the library hosts an afternoon tea with 
the Friends of the Library. Tea time has not yet been 
decided.
 The library is located at 5701 Marina Drive.
 For more information, call 778-6341.

April brings events 
to library

 The Island Branch Library hosts a variety 
of programs in April, from lectures to classes to 
annual meetings.
 The Friends of the Island Library lecture 
series concludes April 10 with Suzi Fox, director 
of Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch, talking about 
the program and her work. The lecture takes place 
at 10:30 a.m. in the meeting room at the library, 
5701 Marina Drive.
 Other library events include:
 • Family story hour April 3 at 10 a.m.
 • The Friends of the Island Library book club 
April 11 at 10:30 a.m.
 • Family origami with Judy Pruitt April 14 at 
10 a.m.
 • An Internet class for beginners April 16 at 
8:30 a.m.
 • The Friends of the Island Library annual 
board meeting April 20 at 9:30 a.m.
 Also, April is National Library Month and the 
Island branch, like libraries across the country, 
will celebrate.
 For more information, call 778-6341.

Identity theft program planned
 The Anna Maria Island Young Professionals and 
Coast Bank are partnering to present a program on iden-
tity theft.
 The public program takes place April 2 at 7 p.m. in 
the Miramar Room at Bridgewalk resort, 100 Bridge 
St., Bradenton Beach.
 Attendees will hear from Ellen Aquilina, branch 
manager of the Coast Bank at 9819 Cortez Road, on 
how to deal with and prevent identity theft.
 The Sun House Restaurant will provide light 
refreshments.
 For more information, call AMIYP president Will 
Bouziane at 224-3528.

South Manatee crash sends 
Holmes Beach man to hospital

 A car-motorcycle crash March 24 sent a Holmes 
Beach man to the hospital.
 According to the Florida Highway Patrol, a 2006 
Kia driven by Francisco A. Solorzano, 42, of Bradenton, 
was driving on Whitfi eld Avenue in southern Manatee 
County when he turned into the path of a 2006 Yamaha 
motorcycle driven by Rhett Behrens, 30, of Holmes 
Beach. Behrens was ejected from the bike.
 He was transported via Bayflite Air Medical 
Transport helicopter to Bayfront Medical Center in St. 
Petersburg. The Kia sustained $10,000 in damage; the 
motorcycle was totaled, according to the report.
 Charges are pending in the crash.

Bradenton man critically injured
 A Bradenton man suffered critical injuries Sunday 
night when the vehicle he was driving rolled over on 
Gulf Drive.
 The accident occurred at about 10:45 p.m. March 
25 in the 4200 block of Gulf Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Ronald J. Landon, 28, of Bradenton, was taken by 
Bayfl ite Air Medical Transport to Bayfront Medical 
Center in St. Petersburg, where he was listed in stable 
but critical condition.
 Landon was driving a red Pontiac Grand Prix 
southbound on Gulf Drive when the accident occurred. 
Witnesses told police he was traveling at a high rate of 
speed when he entered a curve and lost control of the 
vehicle, according to the HBPD news release.
 The car went off the road and into some trees.
 A passenger in the vehicle was not injured, accord-
ing to a police report.
 The investigation is ongoing. No charges have 
been fi led.

Cyclist injured in accident
 A cyclist was injured March 25 in an accident in 
the 5900 block of Marina Drive in Holmes Beach.
 Karen Mischra, 42, of Tampa, was taken to Bay-
front Medical Center in St. Petersburg by Bayfl ite Air 
Medical Transport.
 The accident occurred at about 9:15 a.m.
 Witnesses told Holmes Beach police that Mischra, 
who has family on the Island, was riding on Marina 
Drive when she lost control of her bicycle and fl ipped.
 Police Lt. Dale Stephenson said Mischra told rela-
tives she was frightened when a large RV passed her.
 A spokeswoman with Bayfront said Mischra was 
in fair condition as The Islander went to press.
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GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS
NEW COLORS JUST ARRIVED!

Kitchen Granite Countertops
ONLY $2,995 Installed
OFFER  TO FIRST 25 CUSTOMERS ONLY!

Because this price is so incredible — this offer
MUST be limited to the first 25 customers!
• Only $2,995 installed up to 60 sq. ft. of 3 cm granite
• Your Choice of 6 Premium New Colors

and 4 Edge Profiles
• Comparable or better pricing than Corian®
• Limit to first 25 customers (must bring this ad)

SHOWROOMS OPEN
Monday – Friday 8am to 5pm
Sarasota: Sat. 9am to 2pm

Bradenton: Sat. 9am to 4pm

Bradenton 
601 6th Ave. West

941.747.5000

Sarasota 
8700 S. Tamiami Trail

941.966.2738

*Offer valid while supplies last & subject to change without notice.Photography courtesy of John Cannon Homes, Inc.

OFFER VALID FOR

FIRST 25 
CUSTOMERS 
ONLY!
Must bring 
ad to receive 
discount!

OPEN Mon.-Fri. 730am-7pm
Sat., Sun., Holidays 730am-5pm

WALK-INS WELCOME 
We’re available to tend to 
your urgent care needs 

Fever/Infections • Minor Lacerations 
Simple Fractures • Sprains

URGENT CARE CENTER

PINNACLE MEDICAL CENTER
315 75th Street West • Bradenton

941-761-1616

Island
Chiropractic

Center
Dr. Kathleen Goerg

2005 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Why leave the Island?

778-0722
3612 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach
• Chiropractic & Massage
• Vacationers welcome!

Mayors boost Meals on Wheels PLUS

Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee volunteers Larry Guizar of Sarasota and Marge Mugridge of Marysville, 
Mich., and Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger prepare a lunch tray for a couple living in Holmes Beach. 
For more information about the meals service or other Meals on Wheels PLUS programs, call 747-4655. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnenberger enjoyed 
a taste of volunteerism March 21.
 And some Island residents dined on Swedish meat-
balls and noodles, asparagus and Florida oranges.
 Bohnenberger and Mayors Wayne Poston of Bra-
denton and Larry Bustle of Palmetto and Deputy Mayor 
John Quam of Anna Maria participated in the nation-
wide Mayors for Meals campaign March 21 to promote 
Meals on Wheels.
 The mayors, after a press conference in Braden-
ton with representatives of Meals on Wheels PLUS of 
Manatee, delivered lunch to homebound residents in 
their communities.
 Quam helped deliver lunches in Anna Maria and 
Bohnenberger helped with deliveries in Holmes Beach 
and Bradenton Beach.
 Bohnenberger joined Meals on Wheels volunteers 
Larry Guizar and Marge Mugridge on the lunch-hour 
delivery route, engaging in a lot of car talk about 
municipal projects and area restaurants.
 Guizar began volunteering for Meals on Wheels 
about four years ago. He started delivering two days 
a week but now delivers meals Monday through 
Friday.
 “I like helping out. I like people,” said Guizar. “And 
Meals on Wheels has such a great need for volunteers. 
They are so short-handed.”
 Mugridge, Guizar’s sister, assists him during her 
month-long vacation from Marysville, Mich.
 “Every time I come down in March I take a day 
for sun and then a day for Larry,” said Mugridge, who 
works in the home health care industry in Michigan. 
 Bohnenberger’s role last week was to deliver several 
lunches, but also to draw attention to Meals on Wheels 
services and the non-profi t’s need for volunteers.
 When the winter season ends and many volunteers 
return home, Bohnenberger said Meals on Wheels needs 

summer recruits to help.
 The mayor said he hoped offi cials from the three 
Island cities could partner to recruit some volunteers 
for the program.
 “It’s not a very time-consuming effort,” he said. 
“But it means a lot more than delivering a meal.”
 “For some people, the volunteer is the only person 
they see day to day,” Guizar added.

 “They are just so happy to see you,” said 
Mugridge.
 Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee delivers meals 
to about 14 homes on Anna Maria Island and Longboat 
Key.
 For more information about the meals service or 
other Meals on Wheels PLUS programs, call 747-
4655.

CART offers tax forum
 The Anna Maria Is land-based Coali t ion 
Against Runaway Taxation will host a public 
forum at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 4, at the 
Holmes Beach city hall to persent information on 
property tax legislation. 
 Spokesperson Barry Gould said anyone interested 
in the impact on properties, homesteads. non-home-
steads and businesses is encouraged to attend and par-
ticipate.
 For information, call Don Schroder at 720-7100, 
or Barry Gould at 448-5500.

‘Molar Gras’ annual party planned
 The annual “Molar Gras” party at a Longboat 
Key dental office, with many of the aspects of Mardi 
Gras, will be Thursday, March 29, at 7000 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive.
 It is the offi ce of Dr. Robert Gordon, originator of 
the concept and its annual host. He said there will be 
psychics, costumes, masks, beads, live music and tooth 
fairies. The event is outdoors, so he advised guests to 
“dress accordingly.” 
 He will accept donations to help defray expenses 
for his free dental care for children at Children’s Haven. 
Reservations may be made and information obtained 
by calling 383-2466. 

Gulf Coast Writers to meet
 The Gulf Coast Writers group meets April 2 at 
10:15 a.m. at the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The group will hear from authors Susan K. Frost, 

Church hosts concert
 A “Friends in Music” concert is scheduled to take 
place March 31 at 3 p.m. at the Church of the Annun-
ciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.
 The program, Sacred and Secular — A Musical 
Celebration, features a variety of music, from Mozart 
to Andrew Lloyd Weber.
 Performers include Kristen Conn, Chandelle LaFor-
est, Ethan Dudley, Deborah Polinghorn, Carole Corn-
man and Tom Tenny. Tickets are $12.
 For more information, call 778-1638.

Crosspointe ministry holds 
nutrition event

 Nutrition and natural healing are the topics of an 
upcoming workshop at Crosspointe Fellowship, 8605 

and Andy Little. Frost’s novel is titled “While the Music 
Lasts.” Little’s latest is “Time Exposure.” 
 For more information about GCW, call 778-7631.

Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
 The workshop, presented by the REAL Women’s 
Ministry at the church, will feature a talk by Dr. Sallie 
Lau. The event will take place April 14 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.
 Reservations are suggested by April 9.
 For more information, call 778-7845.
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between 10:00 am (ET) and 2:00 pm (ET) on March 31, 2007, and win a maximum of $600 in the Cash Grab Money Machine. One Participant will be randomly selected in 8 drawings held approximately 
every 30 minutes during 3/31/07 Grand Opening Event. Participants must be present at Grand Opening Event at the time name is drawn in order to win opportunity to participate in Grab Cash contest. 
Odds of becoming a Grab Cash participant depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Subject to Official Rules available at Participating Branch, or for a copy of full rules, send a stamped 
self addressed envelope to Grab Cash Sweepstakes Rules, Regions Bank, 1900 Fifth Avenue North, 5th Floor, Birmingham, AL 35203. Sponsor/Operator: Regions Bank. Grand Opening Sweepstakes: NO 
PURCHASE OR TRANSACTION NECESSARY. A PURCHASE OR TRANSACTION WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Sweepstakes open to legal residents of FL who are 18 years of 
age or older at time of entry. Void where prohibited, taxed or restricted. Sweepstakes runs 3/26/07 [9 a.m.] – 3/31/07 [2 p.m.] (the “Sweepstakes Period”). To enter, complete an official entry form 
found inside the Participating Branch (while supplies last) and deposit it in the entry box found in the Branch during Sweepstakes Period. Participating Branch: Anna Maria Island Branch, 3900 6th 
Avenue, Holmes Beach, FL 34217. Prize: Two (2) $500 Cash Prizes ($1,000 total). Sponsor/Operator: Regions Bank. 2 The $30 in cash or gift cards is only available to customers who open a Visa Checkcard 
at the Anna Maria Island Branch 3/26/2007 – 3/31/2007. Limit one per household. 3$50 minimum opening deposit required. $2,500 daily balance required to earn interest. All accounts are subject to 
the terms and conditions of the AmSouth Customer Agreement and pricing and fee schedules. 4 4.55% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 2/20/07 for balances of $20,000 or more. A 
$15,000 opening deposit and an AmSouth checking account with direct deposit or a $2,500 minimum balance is required to open the Platinum Relationship Money Market account. Money market 
deposit must be in new funds not currently with AmSouth Bank. The interest rate paid is established at the sole discretion of AmSouth Bank and may change at any time. This is a limited transaction 
account. APYs for all minimum daily balances tiers are: 4.55% for $100,000 or more; 4.55% for $30,000–$99,999.99; 4.55% for $20,000–$29,999.99; 3.74% for $5,000–$19,999.99; and 3.23% for under 
$5,000. The same introductory interest rate will apply to all balance tiers for the first 6 months that your account is open. After the expiration of this 6-month period, your rate and APY may change 
daily. No other bonus rates or premiums are available with this offer. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. You may make up to six pre-authorized or electronic debits or withdrawals, three of which 
may be check, draft, debit card or similar order payable to third parties. Consumer Platinum Relationship Money Market only. Offer available for a limited time.

SATURDAY CELEBRATION, MARCH 31, 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

G R A N D  O P E N I N G
W E E K  O F  M A R C H  2 6 – 3 1

• Free Face Painting for the Kids • Free Inflatable Moonwalk & Giant Slide • 
• Free Lunch, Drinks and More*  •  Free Piggy Bank* •

• Get Boat Safety Information From Holmes Beach Police •
• Pet Adoptions With the Local Humane Society •

Stop by this week March 26–31, and you can enjoy the following coupon offers:

Enter all week for a chance to win one of 8 chances to Grab Cash
in the Money Machine or for a Chance to Win 1 of 2 $500 Cash Prizes.1

Anna Maria Island Branch    3900 6th Avenue    941.778.8060

FREE INTEREST
CHECKING3

Valid March 26–31, 2007.

Get $30 in cash or gift 

cards when you open a 

new Visa® CheckCard2 No monthly fee;
Unlimited check writing Valid March 26–31, 2007.

interest rate 
for 6 months

4.75%

Platinum Relationship 
Money Market

for balances of  
$20,000 or more

4.55%
APY4

ALLERGY AFFILIATES
Board Certifi ed, Experienced Doctors

Adults and Children
John Cella, M.D.            Elaine Waters, M.D.    

Allergies • Asthma • Sinus

Call 792-4151
SERVING TWO AREAS

Tanglewood Professional Center  
5701 21st Ave. W., Bradenton    

Convenient to W. Bradenton & the Beaches

Health Park East
6040 SR70, Bradenton

Convenient to Lakewood Ranch

Center ‘Affaire’ event, raffl e prizes announced

Breiter Capital Management — Tom, Kathy and 
Nichol Breiter — sponsor the electric cart raffl e.

 Someone may leave the upcoming Affaire to 
Remember with a motorized memento — an electronic 
cart.
 The cart, a Tomberlin E-Merge Neighborhood Elec-
tric Vehicle, is a raffl e prize for the Affaire to Remember 
benefi ting the Anna Maria Island Community Center. 
Breiter Capital Management donated the cart.
 The black tie gala event will take place April 21 at St. 
Bernard Catholic Church’s ballroom and reception hall, 
248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. The event features 
live music by KoKo Ray and the Soul Providers, an auc-
tion, a champagne reception, an open bar and dinner pro-
vided by Harry’s Continental Kitchens. Tickets are $150.
 Chances for the raffl e sell for one ticket for $10 or 
fi ve tickets for $20.

 Tickets are available at a number of locations, 
including the center’s headquarters, 248 S. Harbor 
Drive; the Anna Maria Island Oyster Bar restaurants; 
BeachHouse Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N. and Bridge 
Tender, 135 Bridge St. in Bradenton Beach; D Coy 
Ducks, 5410 Marina Drive, Duffy’s 5808 Marina 
Drive, Hurricane Hanks, 5346 Gulf Drive, Minnie’s, 
3007 Gulf Drive and Mr. Bones, 3007 Gulf Drive in 
Holmes Beach; Mar Vista, 760 Broadway St., Longboat 
Key and the Sandbar Restaurant, 100 Spring Ave., Anna 
Maria.
 For more information about the raffl e or the event, 
call 778-1908.

Volunteers and docents 
with the Anna Maria Island 
Historical Society stand for 
recognition March 14 at the 
BeachHouse Restaurant. 
About 40 people attended 
AMIHS’s annual membership 
lunch, many of them stand-
ing for a round of applause 
at various times during the 
program as the organiza-
tion’s leaders recognized 
volunteers, board members, 
founders, city offi cials and 
corporate sponsors.

“If it weren’t for the volunteers 
and the board it wouldn’t have 
been possible,” Sissy Quinn, 
administrator of the Anna Maria 
Island Historical Society says, 
boasting of the group’s success 
the past year. The organiza-
tion held its annual member-
ship lunch at the BeachHouse 
Restaurant in Bradenton Beach 
March 14. Quinn, after review-
ing a season of events and 
changes at the museum, said, 
“I hope we have as good a year 
next year as we had this year.” 
Islander Photos: Lisa Neff
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When the IRS calls - -
We stick our necks out for you

Home/Business Pick Up and Delivery
Hours: Monday-Friday after 5 pm; and Saturday-Sunday 8 am to 5 pm

Turtle Tax and Accounting

Timely and Accurate Tax Returns
Prepared by an Enrolled Agent*

*Tested and Certified  by the IRS

Serving Individuals and Small Businesses
(Personal, Sole Proprietors, Partnerships, LLC’s, Corporations, Non-Profits)

779-8686

Come Celebrate Christ
Palm Sunday • April 1

Roser Memorial Community Church
An Non-Denominational Christian Church

Rev. Gary A. Batey • Serving the Community Since 1913
Transportation & Nursery Available 

512 Pine Ave, Anna Maria 778-0414 • www.roserchurch.com

 Worship Service: 9am and 11am
 Church School: Children 9am

Youth 9am
Adult 10am

  Maundy Thursday:        April 5
      7pm Service 

  Good Friday:                    April 6 
Noon service in Chapel 

Easter Sunday Worship ~ Worship Service: 9am and 11am

Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 7:30, 9 & 11 am

Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Island children perform in TV pilot
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Dayton and Montana Modderman like to pretend, 
but not like most children. The Island siblings like to 
pretend in front of a television camera.
 Dayton, 7, and Montana, 9, recently participated in 
the shooting of a western-themed pilot for television. 
The show, shot at Paramount Ranch in Los Angeles, is 
called “Click Clack Jack!”
 Now in post-production, the show is set both in 
modern day America and yesteryear’s wild West.
 “There are modern day kids on a fi eld trip at a 
train museum,” says Amy Modderman, Dayton and 
Montana’s mother. “As they tour, they notice a pic-
ture on a wall of Click Clack Jack, a train engineer.” 
The museum curator then tells the children the story of 
Click Clack, sending the audience back in time.
 Dayton played a principal role in the pilot, that of 
Sam.
 Montana played a supporting role in a modern day 
scene and worked as an extra in the western scenes.
 Both children began studying acting with Winter 
Park coach Karen Storms after moving to the Island 
about a year ago from Michigan.
 “When I was 2 years old, I loved the movie ‘Home 
Alone’ and I used to act out the part of him shaving for 
my friends,” Dayton said. “I loved acting and I found 
out in Florida you could do a lot with fi lm.”
 Montana appeared in some plays in Michigan.
 “I decided to get into acting because I always liked 
it and wanted to do it on fi lm,” she said. “I think it is so 
cool to pretend to be someone else.”
 The children landed the work in “Click Clack Jack” 
after auditioning for the producers with Studio 26, a 
production company in Bradenton.

Auction benefi ts high school art department
Manatee High School art teachers Robert Reiber, left, Mark Bilter and Rick Von Ende take a break after help-
ing prepare for the annual “For Arts Sake” silent auction presented by The Islander. Artists — professional, 
amateur and student — donated their work. The Islander sponsored and hosted the March 23 event at its offi ces 
in the Island Shopping Center in Holmes Beach. And Manatee High gets to update photo and ceramics equip-
ment in the art department with the $3,000 raised by the sales. Islander Photos: Lisa Neff

The fi rst shoppers peruse the offerings at the annual 
“For Arts Sake” auction sponsored by The Islander 
in Holmes Beach March 23.

Dayton, inset left, and Montana Modderman, inset right, are pictured here on the set of “Click Clack Jack!” 
The show was shot at Paramount Ranch in Los Angeles.
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Retired vet funds 
scholarships for 

inter-animal disease 
research

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 In the peacefulness of Island life, Dr. Blake Graham 
sometimes thinks about “pandemonium.”
 Graham, who with his wife Joan divides his time 
between a home in Holmes Beach and a home in South-
ampton in Ontario, Canada, is retired from veterinary 
work. Still, he’s both fascinated with and concerned 
about the transmission of disease from animal to 
human.
 “Pandemonium” is the title of a book Graham’s 
reading and a possible consequence of the migration 
or transmission of animal diseases.
 “When I was in practice, I saw several cases of odd 
diseases that had migrated into Canada,” said Graham, 
who recently addressed the Island-based Kiwanis Club. 
“Very serious stuff.”
 News reports of recent years have carried the 
world’s worries about the transmission of mad cow 
disease, the avian fl u, SARRS and Ebola.
 “Specialists will be essential,” Graham said as he 
discussed the research needed to understand, treat and 
stop these diseases.
 So Graham has decided to invest in scholarships 
that might help three young researchers collaborate in 
the study of inter-animal diseases.
 The money, about $370,000, was earned from Gra-
ham’s “very good” investment in Panther Ridge Com-
munities in East Manatee. A portion of the property was 
sold and developed into the Concession, a golf course 
designed by Jack Nicklaus and Tony Jacklin and named 
for a conceded short putt on the fi nal hole of a Ryder 
Cup match.
 “I’ve always felt that you’ve got to give something 
back to the world,” Graham said. “You can’t just take 
it away with you.”
 “I thought it would be appropriate to use [the earn-

Blake Graham dedicates $370,000 for scholarships to advance research into the transmission of diseases from 
animals to humans. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

ings] for research,” he added. “These students will be 
the researchers of the future.”
 Graham isn’t new to philanthropy. He’s dedicated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for research into a cure 
for breast cancer. His fi rst wife, Barbara, died after a 
long cancer fi ght in August 1991.
 After an initial donation of $200,000 in the mid-
1990s, Graham now raises money for cancer research 
with the sale of “Sow’s Ear to Silk Purse: Anecdotes 
from the Life of a Veterinarian,” his autobiographical 
account of life’s journey. The money has helped fi nance 
the genetics-based search for a cure being conducted by 
Dr. Jack Gauldie at McMaster University in partnership 
with research at the University of Guelph’s Ontario 
Veterinary College, Graham’s alma mater and the place 
where he met Barbara, a nurse.
 Copies of Graham’s book are available by calling 
778-8482 or e-mailing jebg@bmts.com.

Art show’s opening reception set
 The opening reception for a Webber-Alexander 
Designs art exhibit on Longboat Key will be from 5 to 
7 p.m. Sunday, April 1, at the Longboat Key Center for 
the Arts, 6860 Longboat Drive South. 
 Dates of the show are March 28 to April 30. Amy 
Webber works in clay and Colette Alexander is an oil 
painter, and they have joined to form the design unit.  
Additional details are available at 383-2345. 

Butterfl y bricks to be ordered
 The next set of bricks for the Anna Maria Island 
Butterfl y Garden adjacent to city hall in Holmes Beach 
will be ordered on April 30.
 Forms to purchase personalized bricks are available 
at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 For more information, call garden founder Nancy 
Ambrose at 518-4431.
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Welcome Valerie 
Fortunato, ARNP,

to

Island Family
Physicians

Now accepting new patients

778-1007
3909 East Bay Drive

Holmes Beach

5319 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach (West side of Island Fitness Plaza)
TEL. 941-778-3699 • TOLL FREE 1-800-865-0800 • FAX 941-782-5606

E-mail vacation@amgcrentals.com        Web www.amgcrentals.com

a n n a  m a r i a

Gulf Coast
R E N T A L S

W H E N  O N L Y  T H E  B E S T  W I L L  D O

FROM 1-BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS 

TO 

5-BEDROOM 

EXECUTIVE HOMES

a n n a  m a r i a

Gulf Coast
R E N T A L S

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

JAY HILL
Attorney-at-Law

778-4745 
Anna Maria, Florida

Commercial & Residential Appraisals
• Insurance Replacement Cost Studies

• Buy/Sell Decisions
• Investment & Real Estate Tax Consulting

941-705-0123
Patricia Staebler

State Certified General Appraiser RZ2890 - FL License RZ 2890
409 Petrel Trail • Bradenton, FL 34212

L IFE  AUTO  HOME BOAT  BUS INESS
5412 Marina Drive • Island Shopping Center

Holmes Beach • 941.778.2253

‘Mullet Man’ brings fi sh tale to Island school

Mullet man
Author Timothy Weeks, pictured behind Karen Newhall’s third-grade class, visited Anna Maria Elementary 
School to share his story about a courageous mullet in the book “Ol’ Middler Saves the Day.” Some of the 
illustrations in the book were created from photographs of the Cortez fi shing village. Weeks and his mother 
Jeanne, who illustrated the book, shared some of the steps used to craft the story. Islander Photo: Diana Bogan

By Diana Bogan
Islander Reporter

 Students at Anna Maria Elementary School were 
introduced to books that not only build character, but 
feature elements that look like they could take place 
right here on Anna Maria Island.
 That’s because the author, Timothy Weeks, is the 
son of a commercial fi sherman and has fond memories 
of growing up on the Gulf Coast fi shing for mullet. 
Raised in Cook Bayou, near Panama City, Weeks’ two 
books, “The Wise Mullet of Cook Bayou” and “Ol’ 
Middler Saves the Day,” feature mullet as main char-
acters — a fi sh all but one AME student said is familiar 
to them.
 Weeks’ mom, Jeanne, studied commercial art and 
produced the montage illustrations for both books. In 
a presentation to Island students, the mother-son pair 
demonstrated some of the techniques used to create 
the familiar looking landscapes. For example, Weeks 
took digital photographs of the Cortez FISH preserve, 

which were enhanced by Jeanne and used in the book 
about Ol’ Middler. 
 “It’s something the kids can relate to because it 
looks like where they live and maybe they’ll look at 
their environment in a new way,” said Weeks, whose 
father fi shed out of Cortez. “Life on the Gulf Coast is 
changing and I also wanted to capture what it was like 
— a lot of that is for nostalgic reasons.”
 The plot of Weeks’ books teaches life lessons in 
a fable-like story. Some of the messages that come 
through in the story about Ol’ Middler’s journey to 
rescue his “best mate,” include “try something new 
when the old doesn’t work,” “don’t fret the ‘ifs, ands 
or buts’” and “a true leader leads even when no one 
feels like following.”
 Island students were able to relate to the environ-
mental challenges faced by Weeks’ mullet, such as red 

AME MeNU
Monday, April 2

Breakfast: Waffle Sticks, Yogurt, Cereal, Toast, 
Fruit

Lunch: Pepperoni Pizza or Chicken Nuggets, Car-
rots and Celery Sticks, Chips, Peaches

Tuesday, April 3
Breakfast: Breakfast Burrito, Cereal, Toast, Peanut 

Butter and Jelly Sandwich, Fruit
Lunch: Cheeseburger or Burrito, Rice, Green 

Beans, Fruit Cocktail
Wednesday, April 4

Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza, Yogurt, Cereal, Toast, 
Fruit

Lunch: Tacos or Breaded Chicken Patty on Bun, 
Spanish Rice, Oranges and Pineapple

Thursday, April 5
Breakfast: Egg and Cheese Biscuit, Cereal, Toast, 

Bagels, Fruit
Lunch: French Toast Sticks or Cheese Omelet, 

Hashbrowns, Fruit Cup, Applesauce
Friday, April 6

No School.��������	�
�����������	�����������
����

tide and hurricanes. 
 “Hurricanes have been traumatic for the Gulf Coast 
over the last couple of years,” said Weeks. “In my tale 
I sought to render the tragedy and heroism in a manner 
that children could fathom.”
 In his presentation, Weeks shared photos of himself 
as a child as well as photos from time spent volunteer-
ing in New Orleans, where he lived for several years. 
He said he shares personal photos to show students that 
he grew up just like them — enjoying surfi ng, dino-
saurs, and marching in his school band. “Illustrators and 
authors are regular people, too,” he said, and “heroes 
help their neighbors and come in all shapes, sizes and 
fl avors. They don’t have to be the smartest fi sh.” 
 Weeks’ books are available for purchase at A.P. 
Bell Fishing Co. in Cortez. For more information email 
Weeks at wisemullet@gmail.com.
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3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$1 OFF
TRY A FRESH

FIT MEAL

FOOT-LONG
SUB

WITH THIS COUPON. 
VALID THRU 4/3/07

ONE COUPON PER
CUSTOMER PER DAY

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • April 1 • 8-11:30 am
Adults $4 Children under 12 $1

INCLUDES:
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All You Care to Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Kitchen 11:30am-10pm • Full Bar 11:30am til late nite

778-5788 • 5346 Gulf Drive, in the S&S Plaza

Full food and liquor service
and daily Specials that’ll 

BLOW YOU AWAY!

OMA PIZZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta
Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Open 7 Days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr. • Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772

EAT-IN OR
TAKE-OUT $100 OFF

Any Size Pizza
FREE DELIVERY!

Makers of the World’s Largest Pizza

Jazz on the Island

54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach ~ 778 532O

Continental
Bistro

Featuring 6-9 pm: The Herb Harris Trio Wed. & 
Thurs. nights. Bob Santi on piano Fri. & Sat. nights 

& Sun. mornings. And jazz 
vocalist Diane Linscott 
Mon. & Tues. nights. 

FRESH MULLET T-SHIRTS! S,M,L,XL $10

FRESH MULLET SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER • 5404 MARINA DRIVE 
941 778-7978 • WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Daily bread and more
The Rev. Rosemary Backer and members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Holmes Beach are helping Our 
Daily Bread and the homeless people of Manatee County. In December, the church helped distribute more than 
200 gift bags. Going forward, the church plans to collect the following necessities — deodorant in March, 
toothpaste in April, shampoo in May, soap in June, children’s socks in July, combs in August and toys in 
September. People are encouraged to bring items to the church, 6608 Marina Drive, during regular business 
hours. For more information, call 778-1813. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

40th Anniversary
Barbara and Daniel Murphy of Anna Maria will cel-
ebrate their 40th wedding anniversary April 8, 2007. 
They were married in St. Petersburg in 1967, and 
have four children, David of Holmes Beach, Theresa 
of Atlanta, Denise of Tampa and Brian of Sarasota, 
and three grandchildren, Keegan and Brendan 
Murphy and Christian Easley. The couple spent most 
of their summers visiting Holmes Beach since 1980 
and moved to Anna Maria in 1992. They are active 
members of St. Bernard Catholic Church, enjoy 
sunset cruises in their new boat and traveling. They 
plan on celebrating their anniversary on a vacation 
to a “surprise location.” Islander Photo: Courtesy 
Theresa Easley

Ship-shade play
The Anna Maria Elementary School Parent-Teacher Organization purchased sun-
shades to shield the ship-shaped playground equipment, as well as shades for the 
covered pavilion. PTO used funds raised from its 2006 Spring Fling dinner and 
dance to purchase the coverings. Islander Photo: Diana Bogan

Follow the leader
Holmes Beach City Commissioner Sandy Haas-Martens and Mayor Rich Boh-
nenberger talk with teens, from left, Sage Geeraerts, Chandler McClung, Rainia 
Lardas, Blake Rivers and Alex Burgess at Holmes Beach City Hall March 26. The 
conversation was part of a job-shadowing program in partnership with the Anna 
Maria Island Community Center. Organizers said through the partnership young 
people learn about work and the workings of local government — and city staff 
and elected offi cials learn about today’s teenagers. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff
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Cafe
 on the Beach

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

OPEN 7 AM • 7 DAYS A WEEK • BEER & WINE
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Every Wednesday 
4pm-8pm

All-You-
Can-Eat

$795

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$895

FRIDAY FISH FRY ~ 2-8 pm
with fries and slaw 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Evening entertainment!  4-8pm

Monday 4-8 pm

All-you-
can-eat

$795

TUESDAY
SUNSET SPECIALS

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Thursday German Buffet
All-you-
can-eat

$995
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4-8pm

4-8pm

4-8pm

All-you-can-eat
Pancakes & Sausage

$595 Mon-Fri 7am-noon
Sat-Sun 7am-1pm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ITALIAN
BUFFET

Easter Buffet
noon-5pm

Easter Sunday

$1495
Ham, Turkey and 
all the 
trimmings

Easter Buffet

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…
THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 

AND THE BEST VIEW
FOR ISLAND DINING

Open 11 am daily 
for lunch and dinner.

100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

  
Simply the best

Award 
Winning 

Chef
Giovanni...

4:30-5:30pm Pasta and chicken dinners with a 
glass of wine $13.95 (excludes holidays)

Lunch is served 11:30 -2 • Dinner is served 4:30 - 9:30
6777 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 792-5332

Now Open for lunch Tues.-Fri.

Call now to make your 
Easter Reservations

* Dinner buffet includes 
pizza, soup and salad bar!

*DINNER PIZZA 
BUFFET – $6.29

LUNCH PIZZA 
BUFFET – $4.99

792-5300 • 10519 Cortez Rd. W. 
Mon-Sat • 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9

HOUSE OF PIZZA

3007 Gulf Drive
Holmes Beach

(941) 778-6614

Lunch and Dinner 
Take-out, Too

Open 7 Days

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED

• SUPERIOR BABY BACKS
• VEGETARIAN DISHES
• INDIAN SPECIALTIES

Marguerite Loucks Dye
 Margurite Loucks Dye, 89, of Bradenton, died 
March 20.
 Mrs. Dye moved to Bradenton from Killington, Vt., 
in 1985. She was an author, poet, pianist and world trav-
eler. She wrote “A Smile, A Chuckle, A Loud Guffaw” 
and “If I Were.” She studied music at Northwestern 
University. She was a member of Anna Maria Island 
Artist Guild, PEN Women, Gulf Coast Writers Associa-
tion and Longboat Island Chapel. 
 A celebration of life will be held from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, April 19, at 295 Morningside Drive, Lido 
Shores, Sarasota. Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Chapel Memorial Garden Fund, Longboat Island 
Chapel, 6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key FL 
34228.
 She is survived by sons Jack and Bill; daughter Jill; 
seven grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren.

Annie Laurie Baldy Reed
 Annie Laurie Baldy Reed, 78, of Bradenton, died 
March 22.

Obituaries

James L. DePorre Sr.
 James L. DePorre Sr., 79, of Bradenton, died 
March 23.
 Born in Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich., Mr. DePorre 
moved to Manatee County from Bloomfield Hills., 
Mich., in 1994. He was a U.S. Army Veteran who 
served during the Korean Confl ict. He was an execu-
tive with General Motors and later a real estate broker. 
He was a member of Saints Peter And Paul the Apostles 
Catholic Church. 
 Visitation was March 27 and Mass at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 28, at the church, 2850 75th St. W., 
Bradenton. Brown and Sons Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements.
 He is survived by wife of 51 years Janet; sons 
James of Anna Maria, Barry of Orchard Lake, Mich., 
and Leon of Bradenton; daughters Janet Raynaud of 
Ruskin, Martine Leech of Farmingham, Mich., Sue of 
Palm Springs, Calif., Chris Good of Oxford, Mich., and 
Yvette Gonczy of Bradenton; sisters Juliette Zaranak 
of Grosse Point Woods, and Zelma Defever of New 

John ‘Jack’ Arnold Cooper
 John “Jack” Arnold Cooper, 79, of Bradenton and 
formerly Holmes Beach, died March 24.
 Born in Dayton, Ky., Mr. Cooper moved to Holmes 
Beach in 1999. He was retired from sales. He served in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. He enjoyed horseshoes 
and taught chess at Anna Maria Elementary School. 
 Memorial services will be at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 28, at Crosspointe Fellowship (formerly Island 
Baptist Church), 8605 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. 
 He is survived by sister Connie Cooper Whitaker 
and husband Tom of Cincinnati, Ohio; stepdaughter 
Kathy Wolfe of Bradenton; stepson Kenny Griffi n of 
Bradenton; 12 grandchildren; fi ve great-grandchildren; 
four nephews; and friend Dick Hueber.

Frazier L. Self
 Frazier L. Self, 74, of Flint, Mich., and formerly 
Bradenton, died March 23. 

 Mr. Self was born in New-
bern, Tenn., and was a winter 
resident of Bradenton since 
1987. He was retired from Gen-
eral Motors Buick Motors divi-
sion as a tool engineer. He was 
a graduate of Flint Central High 
School and served in the U.S. 
Air Force from 1952-56. He was 
an avid golfer. He was a member 

of Bethany Baptist Church in Flint.
 Funeral services were March 27 in Grand Blanc, 
Mich.
 He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Yevonne; sons 
Thomas and wife Cindy of Burton, Mich., and Charles 
and wife Brenda of Fenton, Mich.; daughter Rebecca 
and husband Keith Barnett of Bradenton and formerly 
Anna Maria Island; brother George of Plant City; sister 
Virginia Timm of Burton, Mich.; grandsons Michael and 
Timothy; granddaughters Megan and Kelly; and great-
granddaughter Baby Ruby. He also leaves behind his 
mother- and father-in-law Ruby and Roy Winebaugh of 
Flint; special niece Ann of Attica, Mich.; several nieces 
and nephews; and friends, including friend of 51 years 
Joe Dennis of Flint and Sebring.

Frazier L. Self
Joyce Guscott

 Joyce Guscott, 74, of Holmes Beach, died March 22.
 Born in Portsmouth, England, Mrs. Guscott came 
to Manatee County from North Carolina in 1994.
 Memorial services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, March 
30, at Griffi th-Cline Funeral Home, 720 Manatee Ave. 
W., Bradenton.
 She is survived by husband Kenneth; son Brian of 
Lynfi eld, Mass.; and daughter Julie Guscott-Schults of 
North Andover, Mass.

Baltimore, Mich.; 12 grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

 Mrs. Reed was the former vice president of First 
National, NCNB and Ellis Bank. 
 Memorial services were March 27. Shannon Funeral 
Home, Town Chapel, was in charge of arrangements.
 She is survived by husband of 47 years William P. 
“Bill,” retired superintendent of Key Royale Housing 
Corp., Holmes Beach; daughter Julia Reed and her hus-
band Guy Shugert; brothers and sisters-in-law Ander-
son Lacy Jr., Joanne Baldy, James Harvey and Linda 
Jo Baldy and Myrna Baldy Salmon; two grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. 
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Continental
Bistro

PROUD MEMBER

You’ll love our Rack of Lamb.

Roasted with fresh garlic and rosemary, cooked to 

your liking and finished with Pommery mustard sauce.

DINNER nightly from 5 p.m.
2-for-1 wine, beer, reduced appetizers 5-6:30

 SUNDAY BRUNCH 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

LIVE JAZZ NIGHTS HAVE EXPANDED
Diane Linscott Trio Mon. & Tues. nights.
Herb Harris Trio Wed. & Thurs. nights.

Bob Santi on piano Fri. & Sat. nights and
 for Sunday Brunch.

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O

Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org

6830 Gulf of Mexico Drive    Whitney Plaza
(Longboat Key to Anna Maria Island South of Manatee Ave.) Open Everyday - 4pm - 10pm

$10.00 Minimum for Delivery

Dine in
Carry out

Delivery

Innovative Pastas
Soups & Salads Gourmet Pizza

Fresh Seafood

"Feeding The Islands With Style!"

387-8678

Menu Available Online  at www.islandfooddelivery.com

New Delivery
Area includes

Anna Maria Island
South of Manatee Ave

and Cortez Village

*

M

oor
esStoneCrab

On the Waterfront

Est 1967

STONE CRABS
ARE HERE

11:30AM-9:30PM DAILY • PHONE 383-1748 • 800 BROADWAY ST.

OPEN FOR
LUNCH ALL

WEEK.
CHILDREN &

LARGE
PARTIES

WELCOME

DAILY

SPECIALS
HAPPYHOURIN THE HISTORIC VILLAGE ON THE

NORTHERN END OF LONGBOAT KEY.

Diving deep during 
World War II

 Holmes Beach resident Harold Sears was a 20-
year-old union carpenter and working for a construction 
company in Ft. Lee, Va., when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
 Knowing he’d be drafted sooner or later, Harold 
decided to enlist in the Navy.
 “My dad had been in the Army in World War I and 
he’d been gassed. He said ‘Don’t spend your nights in 
a fox hole.’ Besides, I always wanted the Navy.”
 But Harold’s fi rst efforts to enlist were rejected in 
Brockton, Mass., in early January 1943 by an appar-
ently inebriated petty offi cer, who told him he couldn’t 
pass the physical.
 Harold, however, wasn’t going to sit out the war 
while his friends and co-workers were heading over-
seas.
 On his 21st birthday — July 28, 1942 — Harold 
took a letter of recommendation from his superinten-
dent along with his union work book and again headed 
to the Navy recruiting station.
 This time, his reception was a bit more friendly.
 “I passed the physical with no problems. The offi cer 
in charge told me that with my construction experience, 
I could be sent to the SeaBees [Construction Battalions] 
immediately as a carpenter’s mate petty offi cer.”
 But Harold said he’d been driving nails since he 
was 8 years old and would prefer other duty. The oblig-
ing offi cer found him a spot at the Navy’s newly opened 
dive school in New York City and gave him a third-
class petty offi cer rating to boot. “And I never went to 
basic training,” laughed Harold.
 Dive school, however, was Harold’s basic training. 
The school was located at Pier 88 in New York City, the 

pier where the liner “Normandie” had blown up earlier 
in 1942. Harold was the 35th person to enter the school, 
and quickly learned how to handle a 185-pound dive 
suit at a depth of 150 feet or more.
 After three months, Harold, now nicknamed 
“Chips” because of his carpenter rating, was qualifi ed 
as a salvage diver. He was shipped out to North Africa 
in early 1943, sailing the Atlantic in a convoy that was 
dogged by German submarines the entire voyage.
 Harold eventually made it to Algiers, where he was 
assigned to the Navy’s salvage fl eet awaiting orders for 
a ship. Those came on June 1, 1943, when he climbed 
aboard the U.S.S. Naraganset, a fl eet tug that could tow 
a battleship.
 “I was one of the two qualifi ed divers aboard. We 
were to do all the salvage diving and clear harbors of 
mines when we invaded.”
 Harold’s introduction to the Naraganset was a bit 
rude, considering the Germans bombed the harbor his 
fi rst night on the ship. The next day, the Naraganset 
sailed for Sicily for the invasion of that island at the 
boot of Italy. Harold went in with the fi rst wave with 

Deep diver
Holmes Beach resident Harold Sears as a U.S. Navy 
diver in Italy during World War II. 

the job of getting stuck landing craft off the beach and 
back to sea.
 “Any that we couldn’t get off, we just blew up,” 
remembered Hal. Meanwhile, the Germans were doing 
their best to annihilate the landing force.
 Following the invasion, the Naraganset returned to 
Africa, where Harold and his fellow divers were then 
fl own back to Sicily to clear the harbor that Patton’s 
Army had just captured at Palermo.
 “This was great duty,” said Harold, because Sicily 
had been taken and there was no resistance to the Allies 
in Palermo.
 But when the Naraganset arrived in late August to 
pick up its divers — including Harold — he fi gured 
something was going on. 
 “It” was going to be the invasion of Italy in early 
September, but the German Air Force gave the U.S. 
Navy an unwelcome calling card on the morning of 
Aug. 23.
 About 4:30 a.m. that day, German bombers struck 
the ships at anchor in Palermo harbor. A Liberty ship 
next to the Naraganset was struck by a 500-pound 
bomb that scattered shrapnel, fl ames and debris onto 
Harold’s ship. He had been sleeping “topside” on the 
deck because of the heat down in his quarters when the 
bomb struck.
 “All hell broke loose. Debris and bombs were fl ying 
everywhere. I ran to the galley, which was our sick bay, 
to help with the wounded.”
 It was a sad sight, he said, and one wounded sailor, 
newly married and the survivor of a ship that sank in 
the Pacifi c earlier in the war, died as Harold tended to 
his wounds.
 “That was tough to take,” said Harold. The Nara-
ganset lost eight men and had 24 wounded due to the 
attack.
 Harold was lucky. When he returned to his bunk 
below, he discovered how lucky he had been. His mat-
tress and pillow had been torn to ribbons and feathers 
by shrapnel. “If I’d been sleeping there, I might have 
looked the same,” he said thoughtfully.
 The bombing, however, didn’t stop the invasion 
of Italy on Sept. 9, 1943. The Naraganset was in the 
fi rst wave and was bracked by artillery fi re from the 
Germans as it approached the invasion beaches.

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE
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A.P. BELL FISH COMPANY INC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

OPEN 11-8 • CLOSED TUES.

59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com

“The best hamburgers 
and the coldest mugs of 
beer this side of Heaven.”

-Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

FULL LIQUOR STORE • LIQUOR-BEER-WINE

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Restaurant on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNER HOURS: MON-SAT 5-9:30PM • 778-1320
Anna Maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
PLEASE CALL AHEAD ONE DAY FOR HAXEN

Open Daily • 4pm - Midnight
Eat In or Take Out

7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

Pizza • Sandwiches
Ice Cold Beer • Wine
 Games • Pool Table

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

OLD FLORIDA FISH FRY

(Next to Cortez Kitchen) • 4628 119th Street West • Cortez 
941-798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com

BAYSIDE BANQUET HALL

On the waterfront with 
Tiki bar libations
Each Monday 4:30pm-till?
There are no bad seats 
discover us …

All you 
can eat!

$8
120 Bridge St.

Bradenton Beach 
778-9088

2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton
755-9825

∂ OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK ∂

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE
COUPON GOOD MARCH 28-APRIL 3, 2007

MANATEE COUNTY’S
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$1399
Fleishman Gin

1.75
LTR

$2599
Grey Goose Vodka

1.75
LTR

 “One hit just forward of us and the next one hit just 
aft. We fi gured the next one would hit us in the middle, 
but the Germans hit our escort cruiser, the Savannah, 
instead. The Germans were waiting for us. If it weren’t 
for the fi repower of the Navy’s battleships, cruisers and 
destroyers, I don’t think the invasion would have suc-
ceeded.”
 A few weeks later, Harold was ordered to dive for 
the ship’s anchor, which had been lost during the inva-
sion.
 Dressed in his dive suit, Harold went down to 150 
feet in the murky waters of Salerno harbor in search of 
the missing anchor. Unknown to him, it had started to 
rain on the compressor that pumped air to him while 
underwater. An unwitting sailor threw a canvas tarp 
over the compressor engine, not realizing he was divert-
ing all the CO2 exhaust gas into Harold’s air hose. 
Harold was in danger of dying because of stupidity.
 “I had just found the anchor and was shackling it 
when I passed out. When I passed out, a pocket of air 
built up inside my dive suit and I blew to the surface, still 
unconscious. My dive buddies told me later they saw my 
blue face and knew immediately what had happened.”
 Harold’s luck, however, was about to improve.
 The fi rst U.S. Navy hospital ship in Italy had just 
arrived in Salerno that day and was just a few miles 
away. Harold was rushed to the “Shamrock,” and had 
the dubious distinction of being its fi rst patient.
 “The doctors and nurses on that ship saved me. 
They put me on oxygen for six hours until I regained 
consciousness. They told me everything that had hap-
pened.”
 But being stuck in a hospital ship wasn’t going to 
stop Harold from getting back to his ship and buddies. 
He rejoined the Naraganset the next day and the captain 
immediately asked him if he was ready to dive again.
 “I said ‘Yes, Sir’ and, the next day, I went diving 
for the anchor again.” This time, there were no mishaps 
and the reluctant anchor was found and hauled aboard 
ship.
 During the Salerno landings, the Germans unleashed 
one of their new “buzz bombs” on the fl eet. One such 

Greatest Generation
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controlled “fl ying bomb,” that fl ew over the Naraganset 
and into the sea, was a dud and Harold was ordered to 
dive down and attach a buoy to it to bring it to the sur-
face. Harold said it never occurred to him that maybe 
the bomb wasn’t a dud, but could go off at any minute. 
It didn’t and he completed his mission without inci-
dent.
 Following the Italian invasion, the Naraganset con-
tinued its salvage duties throughout the Mediterranean, 
and at one time, towed a destroyer whose executive 
offi cer was President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s son, FDR 
Jr.
 By August 1944, the Allies had control of the seas 
and sky and had already invaded France at Normandy. 
In mid-August, the Allies invaded southern France and 
Harold and his fellow divers participated in the invasion 
by transferring to another ship and clearing the harbor 
at Toulon.
 After France, Harold’s ship returned to North 
Africa, where he and 13 other divers got orders ship-
ping them back to the United States for advanced train-
ing and eventual deployment to the Pacifi c.
 “We went back to school in New York. The other 
guys goofed off, but I always wanted to do my best and 
I fi nished fi rst in my class. They got sent to the Pacifi c, 
while I was asked if I wanted to stay in New York and 
be a dive instructor. It didn’t take me but two seconds 

to answer yes.”
 Harold remained in New York as an instructor for 
the duration of the war, marveling at his luck and the 
fact that he was just a two-hour train ride from his home 
in Massachusetts.
 When the war ended, the Navy wanted him to stay, 
but Harold was ready to get on with his life. He was 
discharged on a Wednesday, returned to Massachusetts 
on Thursday, and went to work as a carpenter with a 
construction company in Brockton, Mass., the next 
Monday.
 Harold was eventually promoted to general super-
intendent and, in 1971, purchased the company. Along 
the way, he got married in 1968. He and wife Jean have 
four children.
 In 1982, Harold sold his company. He had fi rst come 
to the Bradenton area in 1976 and moved to Holmes 
Beach and Anna Maria Island permanently in 1987.
 Not one to be idle, he obtained a Florida general 
contractor’s license and owned and operated Harold 
Sears Co. Inc. until he was 84 years old. He built sev-
eral houses on Key Royale and disbanded the company 
two years ago.
 Harold has no regrets about his service, but bris-
tles at the thought he was a hero, even though he was 
awarded a bronze star and received several citations 

PLEASE SEE GREATEST, NEXT PAGE

Harold Sears 
and wife Jean 
have lived on 
Key Royale in 
Holmes Beach 
since 1987. 
Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin
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Life

Insurance?

It’s not about your
life, it’s about hers.

Life insurance isn’t about 

your life. it’s about the people

who rely on it.  As a local 

independent agent, we can

design an insurance program

that’s just right for you and

your family.  Give the people

you love Safe. Sound. Secure.
®

protection from Auto-Owners

Insurance Company.

BOYD INSURANCE & INVESTMENT SERVICES
941-745-8300

•  B r a d e n t o n  •  L a k e w o o d  R a n c h  •  P a l m e t t o  •  S a r a s o t a

from his commanding offi cers and one from an admi-
ral.
 “I just did my job, my duty, what I had to do. I was 
just lucky to make it back. The heroes are the guys who 
didn’t come back.
 “I had a great time in the Navy and enjoyed 
myself. The strangest thing was that I was a diver, but 
couldn’t swim. Funny, nobody ever asked me if I could 
swim.”
 Not to worry. Wife Jean taught Harold to swim after 
they got married.
 “It’s a good thing the Navy never asked me. I might 
have been sent to the SeaBees and, if I had gone, I’m 
positive I wouldn’t have come back.”
 Just another member of the Greatest Generation.

 “The Greatest Generation” column is for Island, 
Longboat Key, Perico Island and Cortez veterans, man 
or woman, who served in the armed forces of any allied 
country (U.S., Canada, Britain, Holland, Norway, 
France, Poland, Australia, New Zealand, the Philip-
pines, etc.) during World War II. We’d like to hear from 
you. Please call Rick Catlin at 778-7978.
 

Greatest Generation
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Raymond homecoming, reunion on Anna Maria Island
Island 
natives 
reunion
Island 
natives 
Peggy 
Diamant, 
nee Blassin-
game, and 
World War II 
and Bataan 
Death March 
survivor 
Steve Ray-
mond met 
at Peggy’s 
Anna Maria 
home last 
week after 
not seeing 
each other 
for nearly 
25 years. 
Islander 
Photo: Rick 
Catlin

 Island native, World War II veteran and Bataan 
Death March survivor Steve Raymond and his wife, 
Marie, traveled to Anna Maria last week to see Peggy 
Diamant, nee Blassingame, in a reunion of two Island-
ers who grew up in Anna Maria during the 1930s.
 Raymond, whose story was featured in “The Great-
est Generation” in the March 14 edition of The Islander, 
had not seen Peggy since 1982.
 “It was just wonderful to see Steve,” said Peggy. 
“We had a great time talking about old friends and how 
the Island has changed since we were youngsters.”
 Even though in the early 1940s before the war, 
Steve was an “adult” and already working, while Peggy 
was just a pre-teen, there were so few people on the 
Island that everyone knew everyone else and all the 
single people hung around together.
 Steve even recalled that he used to go to the The 
Pavilion, which is now the Sandbar Restaurant. In 
Steve’s Greatest Generation story, the Sandbar was 
incorrectly identifi ed as Todd’s, which was in Braden-
ton Beach on what is now Bridge Street.
 “The Pavilion had a ping-pong table and I taught 
Peggy’s dad [author Wyatt Blassingame] how to play 
ping-pong. He never did beat me,” remembered Steve 
with a laugh.

Curator 
in place 
for Cortez 
museum
Jeff Moates is the 
new curator at 
the 1912 School 
House and 
Florida Mari-
time Museum 
in the historic 
village of Cortez. 
Moates grew 
up in Manatee 
County and 
recently returned 
to the area from 
Tallahassee. 
Islander Photo: 
Nancy Ambrose
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778-9622
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 

Holmes Beach Business Center, 
Holmes Beach

Turn to West Coast 
Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, 
customer satisfaction and 
Carrier systems that are second to none. 
• Family-owned and operated since 1972
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

Let’s just say that 
comfort is our thing.

Perico Island Counseling Services
Improve the Quality 

of Your Life
Carol Greer Siemaszko

B.A. Ed., M.A. Psych
CERTIFIED COUNSELOR

AND LIFE COACH

941-794-1492
Perico Island • Bradenton Na

t. 
ce

rt.
 0

07
40

ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING IN PAIN?

TRICIA GRAZIANO, A.P, D.O.M
Board Certifi ed Acupuncture Physician

Located at: Island Chiropractic Center 
3612 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach

941-773-6134

ACUPUNCTURE CAN TREAT: Neck and Back Pain 
     Shoulder Pain •  Carpal Tunnel  

    Syndrome • and much more!

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Wednesday  7pm (thru March 28)

Saturday 5pm – Service of Celebration
Sunday 8 & 10:30am – Worship Service 

Nursery available at 10:30am
Youth Sunday School 10:30am Specializing in:

Speech, Language, Oral-Motor, Behavioral Communication, 
Reading and Music Therapy & Evaluations

4016 Cortez Road West, Suite 1105 • Bradenton, Florida 34210
941-758-3559 • 941-758-3499 (fax) • giraffic1105@aol.com 

ANNA MARIA GLASS AND SCREENANNA MARIA GLASS AND SCREEN
“Your full service glass shop”

Philip GuerreroPhilip Guerrero

5600 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
941-778-2022 • Fax 941-778-6430

• Lanai New/Re-screen • Table Tops
• Storefronts • Mirrors • Tub & Shower 

Enclosures • Replacement Windows & Doors

501 Village Green Parkway • Bradenton
(CLOSE TO BEACH • JUST EAST OF THE MANATEE AVENUE ALBERTSON’S)

Dr. Diane Michaels
Chiropractic Physician

• EXPERIENCE MATTERS
• GENTLE TECHNIQUES
• MASSAGE THERAPY

761-0210
Provider for most Insurance

Wednesday, March 28
 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a breakfast and blood drive at the chamber 
offi ce, 6960 Gulf Drive, Longboat Key. Information: 383-2466.
 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce holds 
a monthly business card exchange at Bayside Banquet Hall, 4628 118th St. 
W., Cortez. Information: 778-1541.
 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. — A group for parents and grandparents 
sponsored by the Anna Maria Island Community Center meets at the 
School for Constructive Play, 304 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. Information: 
778-1908.

Thursday, March 29
 10:30 a.m. — A ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled to take place at 
the new AmSouth bank, 3900 Sixth Ave., Holmes Beach.
 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. — The Longboat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands 
Key Chamber of Commerce hosts Molar Gras! Business After Hours at Dr. 
Robert Gordon’s offi ce, 7000 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key. Informa-
tion: 383-2466.
 7 p.m. — Bingo gets called at the Annie Silver Community Center, 
corner of 23rd Street and Avenue C, Bradenton Beach. Information: 778-
1915.
 7:30 p.m. — The Bay Chorale performs its annual spring concert at 
First Presbyterian Church, 1402 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton. Information: 
761-1221. 

Friday, March 30
 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
holds its spring fashion show — The Mad Hatter Island Fashion Show and 
Luncheon — at the Bradenton Yacht Club, 100 Oak Ave. on Snead Island 
in Palmetto. Information: 778-1541. Fee applies.
 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. — The DeSoto Heritage Festival Seafood Fest 
takes place on Barcarrota Boulevard and Old Main Street in downtown Bra-
denton. Information: 747-1998.
 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. — Mote Marine Laboratory hosts a barn raisin’ benefi t 
at Michaels on East, 1212 South E. Ave., Sarasota to raise money for its 
Mote Aquaculture Park. Information: 388-4441, ext. 473.

Saturday, March 31
 8:30 a.m. — The Anna Maria Island Kiwanis Club meets at Cafe on 
the Beach, Manatee Public Beach, to hear from Marianne Andrews of First 
Tee. Information: www.annamariakiwanis.org.
 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — The city of Bradenton Beach hosts its third annual 
Eco Expo and Native Plant Sale, 107 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Infor-
mation: 778-1005.
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The fourth annual Island Garden Tour spotlights 
fi ve homes on Anna Maria Island and raises money for the Anna Maria Island 
Community Chorus and Orchestra. Information: 778-1880. Fee applies.
 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. — A grand-opening party is scheduled to take place 
at the new AmSouth bank, 3900 Sixth Ave., Holmes Beach.
 3 p.m. — The Episcopal Church of the Annunciation, 4408 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, hosts a “Friends in Music” concert called “Sacred and Secu-
lar.” Information: 778-1638. Fee applies.

Sunday, April 1
 April Fool’s Day
 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — St. Bernard Catholic Church hosts a bake sale 
and pancake breakfast, with all-you-care-to-eat pancakes, in the church activ-
ity center, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 778-4769.
 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. — The Longboat Key Center for the Arts hosts an art 
opening for the Amy Webber/Colette Alexander Design Show, with wine 

and cheese, 6860 Longboat Key Drive S., Longboat Key. Information: 383-
2345.

Monday, April 2
 Passover begins.
 8:30 a.m. — The Island Branch Library offers a basic Internet class at 
the library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 778-6341.
 10:15 a.m. — The Gulf Coast Writers group meets at the Island Branch 
Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. The group will hear from authors 
Susan K. Frost and Andy Little. Information: 778-7631.
 7 p.m. — Coast Bank’s Ellen Aquilina speaks on identity theft at a 
program co-sponsored by the bank and the Anna Maria Island Young Pro-
fessionals at Bridgewalk, 100 Bridge St., Bradenton Beach. Information: 
224-3528.

Tuesday, April 3
 10 a.m. — Family story hour takes place at the Island Branch Library, 
5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 778-6341.
 Noon — The Rotary Club of Anna Maria Island meets for lunch and 
to hear a representative from Florida Blood Services at the BeachHouse 
Restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton Beach. Information: 447-5362.
 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. — An ongoing Old Testament Bible Study for all 
meets at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information: 778-4579.

Wednesday, April 4
 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. — The Anna Maria City Pier Regulars meet at Anna 
Maria City Pier, 100 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria. Information: 778-7062.
 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. — The Anna Maria Island Chamber of Commerce 
holds its monthly luncheon at the Sun House Restaurant, 111 Gulf Drive, 
Bradenton Beach. Information: 778-1541. Fee applies.

Ongoing:
 • The Island Players perform “Drinking Alone” through April 1 at the 
theater, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Performances are at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. Information: 778-5755.
 • The Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island celebrates March’s featured 
artist, Joan Stephens, at the Guild Gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Information: 778-6694.
 • Nancy McClure Law is the March Artist of the Month at Island Gallery 

West, 5368 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. The gallery is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. Information: 778-6648.
 • The Anna Maria Island Art League hosts the Student Exhibit through 
April 6, 5312 Holmes Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 778-2099.
 • Horseshoes get tossed in the pits at Anna Maria City Hall, 10005 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria, on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., with warmups 
at 8:45 a.m.
 • The Anna Maria Island Historical Museum, 402 Pine Ave., opens on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. with the smell of “Settler’s Bread,” available for $4 
a loaf. Information: 746-4556.
 • The Anna Maria Island Community Center hosts a variety of pro-
grams and classes through the season at various locations. Information: 
778-1908.
 • Throughout April, animal rights groups nationwide observe Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Month.

Coming up:
 • On April 6, the Artists Guild of Anna Maria Island hosts a reception for 
the guild’s featured artists in April — Midge Pippel and Kathy Sparks — at 
the gallery, 5414 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 778-6694.
 • On April 8 an Easter sunrise service, presented by Anna Maria Island’s 
Kiwanis Club, takes place at Manatee Public Beach with representatives from 
All Island Denominations churches participating. Information: 761-8834.

Save the Date:
 • On April 13, the opening reception for the spring open exhibit, which 
runs through May 4, is at the Anna Maria Island Art League, 5312 Holmes 
Blvd., Holmes Beach. Information: 778-2099.
 • On April 21, an Affaire to Remember benefi ting the Anna Maria Island 
Community Center takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church’s ballroom and 
reception hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 778-1908. 
Tickets are $150.
 • On May 12, the Anna Maria Elementary School Parent-Teacher Orga-
nization annual Spring Fling takes place at St. Bernard Catholic Church’s 
ballroom and reception hall, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. The theme 
is “Beach Bash.” Tickets are $35. Information: 708-5525.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Please include time, date 
and location of the event and a contact number. Please send submissions 
at least one week prior to the Wednesday publication date.

Guild celebrates April 
featured artists
The Artists Guild of Anna Maria 
Island celebrates the work of 
Kathy Sparks, left, and Midge 
Pippel in April at its Guild Gallery. 
Both women, in addition to being 
painters, have roots in Michigan 
and Manatee County. Sparks, 
who paints portraits, landscapes 
and seascapes, lives in Cortez in 
the winter and Michigan in the 
summer. Pippel is a retired Michi-
gan school superintendent who 
lives in Holmes Beach. Her water-
colors include fl orals, beaches, 
landscapes and seascapes. The 
gallery is in the Island Shop-
ping Center, 5414 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 778-
6694. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
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6040 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Longboat Key
(2 miles from north end)
Open 7 days a week, 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Cannons.com • 383-1311

Competitive • Quality • Commitment Since 1955

SALES  SERVICE  RENTALS

Factory Incentives on
Grady-White Boats &
Yamaha Outboards 
only at Cannons Marina

Take advantage of these special 
incentives on ‘06 & ‘07 models 
– but only while inventory lasts!

Come visit us, 
we’re worth the trip!

Boating Industry Magazine named Cannons Marina
# 1 for Customer Satisfaction from among their
top 100 dealers in North America.

grady white 306 bimini

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Streetlife
Island police reports

Anna Maria City
 March 18, 9906 Gulf Drive, Sandy Rich Coffee and 
Realty, theft. The store owner said that someone took the 
7-foot statue of “Bentley the butler” from in front of the 
store. There was no suspect.
 March 19, 800 block North Shore Drive, theft. The com-
plainant said that someone removed a sculpture of a 3-foot 
marlin from her front yard. There was no suspect.
 March 19, 800 block North Shore Drive, theft. The 
complainant said someone took his trailered personal 
watercraft from his yard. There was no suspect.
 March 20, 100 block Crescent Drive, found property. 
Two bicycles were found and recovered from the canal 
near the Crescent Street bridge by a man who cleaned 
them up and told deputies he would keep them until the 
owners could identify and claim them.

Bradenton Beach
 Feb. 28, Coquina Beach, burglary. The complainants 
said someone broke into their locked vehicle and took a 
wallet and purse with credit cards and about $160 in cash 
and traveler’s checks. 
 March 13, 11th Street South, disorderly intoxication. 
Offi cers responded to a complaint of a man parked in the 
street. The man, Matthew R. Owens, 35, of Pennsylvania, 
used profanity to the offi cers and could not coherently 
give a place of residence, according to the report. He was 
taken to jail.
 March 15, Coquina Beach, burglary. The complainant 
said someone broke into their vehicle and removed two purses, 
which contained about $400 in cash and credit cards. 
 March 15, Coquina Beach, burglary. The complain-
ant said someone broke into her vehicle and took two 
purses containing about $1,400 in cash and credit cards 
and identifi cation.
 March 17, 100 block Fifth Street South, criminal mis-
chief. The complainant said someone cut the tires of two 
vehicles of his truck. The complainant said he believed 
a co-worker did the damage, but offi cers were unable to 
substantiate the accusation.
 March 18, 119 Bridge Street, Two Sides of Nature, shop-
lifting. The complainant said a woman had stolen a ceramic 
turtle and a pair of women’s boxer shorts. Offi cers, armed 
with the woman’s description, stopped her outside the store, 
where she handed over the merchandise and later admitted 
taking the items. She was arrested and taken to jail. 

Holmes Beach
 March 16, 500 block 74th Street, warrant. The com-

plainant said his roommate had outstanding warrants 
against her and she was arrested and taken to jail.
 March 17, 3248 East Bay Drive, Walgreens, harass-
ment. The store manager said a man had called to report 
he had lost his wallet, possibly at the store, and when the 
wallet was not found he became verbally abusive and 
threatened the manager. Offi cers and the store manager 
were able to identify the man, and he was issued a trespass 
warning. 
 March 17, 300 block 58th Street, domestic. Offi cers 
responded to a complaint of a possible fi ght and discov-
ered a woman sobbing at the street in front of her resi-
dence. She said her boyfriend had beaten her and she left 
with her dog. He was arrested. 
 March 17, 200 block 66th Street, arrest. During a traf-
fi c stop, it was determined the driver had two outstanding 
warrants and he was arrested.

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 The one certainty in the case of 
the disappearance of Bentley is the 
butler didn’t do it.
 Bentley Bunsmore, a life-size 
statue of a butler, went missing 
from outside Real Coffee & Realty, 
9906 Gulf Drive in Anna Maria, 
over the St. Patrick’s Day week-
end.
 A law enforcement report 
classifies the incident as a theft, 
but Real Coffee & Realty’s Sandy 
Rich prefers to believe someone 
kidnapped Bentley.
 “I prefer to think he was kid-
napped rather than stolen,” Rich 
said. “Because if he was kidnapped, 
he’ll be released.”
 Rich said some coffee custom-
ers who like a table near where 
Bentley once stood noticed the 
statue’s absence early March 18.
 Later in the day, Rich fi led a 
report with the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, which patrols the 
city of Anna Maria.
 A sheriff’s deputy noted the details — a person 
or persons unknown took Bentley some time March 
17 or early March 18 and left no obvious clues as to 

Sandy Rich and Bentley Bunsmore the 
Butler. Bentley has gone missing. Rich is 
encouraging the statue’s kidnappers to 
call 376-6077.

 March 18, 700 block Manatee Avenue, arrest. During 
a traffi c stop, the driver was arrested after it was deter-
mined he had an outstanding warrant. 
 March 19, 500 block 77th Street, theft. The complain-
ant said someone took a fi rearm from his vehicle. 
 March 21, 5300 block Holmes Boulevard, recovered 
vehicle. The complainant said he had found his vehicle, 
which had been taken from him, and said he suspected a 
woman had taken the vehicle. She was not located.
 March 21, 3200 East Bay Drive, Shells, theft. The 
complainant said someone took her purse while she was 
in the restaurant.
 March 20, 2900 block Avenue E, domestic. Offi cers 
responded to a reported domestic dispute and heard loud 
voices coming from the apartment, according to the report. 
The woman said her husband had physically accosted her 
and threatened her with his fi rearms. He was arrested. 

Rich’s ‘real coffee’ butler ‘kidnapped’
who committed the crime or where 
Bentley was taken.
 Bentley was last seen outside 
the shop wearing a collection of 
beads thrown out by St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade participants.
 “I have no idea,” Rich 
answered when asked why Bentley 
was kidnapped. “I don’t have any 
reason to think it was malicious.”
 Customers last week specu-
lated that perhaps the butler was 
a victim of some St. Patrick’s Day 
revelry. Others wondered if he was 
kidnapped in a spring break prank. 
Others offered less popular ideas 
— a gang initiation or an alien 
abduction. 
 Rich is encouraging Bentley’s 
kidnappers to call 376-6077 and 
she’ll pick him up, “no questions 
asked.”
 She found Bentley in a 
Manatee  County shop f ive 
years ago and paid about $475 
to bring him to the Island, where 
he’s worked and lived with just 

one incident. The hefty fiberglass fella took a fall 
and injured his hands.
 “He has Band-Aids on his thumbs,” said Rich, 
adding that she cares dearly for the butler.
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We’d love to hear your 
fi sh stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.
Just give us a call at 

778-7978 or stop by our 
offi ce in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

FISH TALES 
WELCOME

DOCKS-N-DECKS
Specializing in docks and decks

(941) 779-1839 docksndecks@verizon.net
Licensed and insured

Maintenance
Cleaning

Painting
Repair

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AMERICAN CAR WASH

TO DRIVE A CLEAN CAR!

U N C L E  P E T E  W A N T S  Y O U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

Study indicates trend to fewer hurricanes here 
 Here’s a mouthful for you hurricane watchers to 
chew on: paleotempestology.
 That term describes the study of hurricanes from 
thousands of years ago based on sediments and other 
materials found in lakes and streams. The concept is 
based on overwash of really severe storms, which carry 
barrier islands like Anna Maria to, say, Duette, where 
our sand ends up in the bottom of a lake and can be 
analyzed.
 According to an article in the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune by Cathy Zollo, Louisiana State University 
professor Kam-biu Liu took sediment samples from a 
slew of lakes around the Gulf of Mexico to attempt to 
determine trends of storms.
 What he found was somewhat surprising.
 We — actually, our pre-pre ancestors — had a rela-
tively active period of superstorms that hit the Gulf 
Coast about once every 200 years from 3,800 years 
ago through 1,000 years ago. For the past 1,000 years, 
though, we’ve had active hurricane hits only about once 
every 1,000 years. 
 Liu has been working on the sediment mapping 
project for about 15 years. Obviously, his data is only 
good for those huge Category 5 or so hurricanes, since 
huge overwash is only going to present itself in inland 
ponds with a true monster of a storm.
 And, of course, even a “minor” Category 1 or 2 storm 
will inundate the Island and tear out all the beachfront cot-
tages, so his fi ndings don’t give us a whole lot of comfort, 
but hey — take what you can get in the way of comfort.
 To cut to the chase, we’ve apparently got some-
thing like a .3-percent chance of being hit be a killer 
hurricane, based on Liu’s studies. 
 That fi gure could be a bit lower for us, too, since 
there seems to be a trend that storms follow to veer 
away from Manatee County. Something to do with the 
Loop Current, some postulate, or maybe steering cur-
rents in the air to push the big storms away from our 
little piece of paradise.
 Liu is continuing his research and will probably 
present more information as he works his way through 
a fi ve-year study.

Critter good news
 There’s some good news from the reptile front: 
crocodiles are on a comeback.
 “The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced 
that recovery efforts are making it possible to reclassify 
the American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) in Florida 
from endangered to threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act,” according to the agency.
 These are crocodiles, not alligators — they’re gen-
erally bigger, with a more pointy muzzle and some big 
fangs that protrude from their mouths even when closed. 
Remember the big croc in “Peter Pan?” There you go.
 “Crocodiles were a part of Florida’s history for 
hundreds of years until human activities such as urban 
development, agricultural conversion and over-hunting 
decimated their populations,” said Sam D. Hamilton, 
the service’s southeast regional director. “However, in 
the past 30 years, we have made great strides in protect-
ing this species and conserving its habitat. Today, we 
can celebrate their comeback as a result of the recov-
ery efforts by numerous dedicated professionals who 

are helping sustain a vital part of Florida’s natural and 
cultural history.”
 There has been something of a sea change in popula-
tions of the big reptile. “In 1976, the Florida population 
was estimated to be between 200 and 300 individuals,” 
the agency said. “Today, the population of American 
crocodiles in Florida has grown to an estimated 1,400 
to 2,000 individuals, not including hatchlings.”
 There was something of an urban legend that sprung 
to life a few years ago about an American crocodile 
being spotted just south of Cortez, near Tidy Island. 
Lots of calls were made to check the veracity of the 
report, which proved fruitless. Maybe some boater mis-
took an errant canoe for one of the big guys — yes, they 
do grow that big, and more.
 But don’t look for those nifty crocodile shoes or 
belts to come on the market any time soon. “Though 
the status of this species has changed from endangered 
to threatened, federal agencies will still ensure that the 
activities they authorize, fund or carry out are not likely 
to jeopardize the continued existence of this species,” 
according to the agency. “In addition, American croco-
diles are still protected from illegal take (meaning to 
harass, harm, and pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill trap, 
capture, or collect; or to attempt any of these), import 
or export, ship in interstate commerce in the course of 
commercial activity, or sell or offer for sale in interstate 
or foreign commerce any listed species. It is also illegal 
to possess, sell, deliver, carry, transport or ship any such 
crocodiles taken illegally.”
 The agency said that the American crocodile “is 
being reclassifi ed in southern Florida, its only habitat 
within the United States. The crocodile will remain 

endangered where it occurs in other countries, includ-
ing Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Peru 
and Venezuela.”

The new lean meat?
 Speaking of Venezuela, we’re in the peak of capy-
bara hunting season down south.
 Capybara is the largest rodent on the planet, 
weighing in at more than 100 pounds. In some South 
American countries, the big rat is killed for its hide. 
In Venezuela, it’s hunted for its meat, which has been 
described as akin to a sardine-pork mix. Or maybe more 
like rabbit than chicken. Or fi sh.
 The new lean meat. Or something.
 It’s a popular fare as Easter approaches for our 
neighbors to the south, where there is a good argument 
that the fl esh is indeed more akin to fi sh than meat and, 
therefore, OK for those following the practices of Lent 
and abstaining from eating meat.
 Eating rats, even really, really big ones, isn’t just a 
South American trait. When nutria got dumped in the 
United States a bunch of years ago and began to thrive 
in the swamps of Louisiana, there was a push for nutria 
burgers. The trend never seemed to catch on, though.
 And somehow I don’t think that we’ll see a compe-
tition for best  capybara burgers at Duffy’s or Skinny’s 
anytime soon. At least, I hope we won’t.

Sandscript factoid
 Here’s something all the spring breakers may appre-
ciate, from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.
 “No Karenia brevis, the Florida red tide organism, 
was detected this week in samples collected between 
Pinellas and Charlotte counties. K. brevis concentra-
tions between southern Lee County and southern Col-
lier County were patchy and ranged from not present 
to low. Reports of fi sh kills have been received from 
southern Lee County and respiratory irritation has been 
reported from Sanibel Island and the Naples area.”
 Breathe free on AMI beaches, young breakers!

Home away 
from home
David “Buddha” 
Davis, of Anna 
Maria Island, visits 
Kansas City, Mo., 
where his mother 
lives and where 
temperatures have 
plunged to minus 
20 degrees Fahr-
enheit and lin-
gered in the teens 
this winter. The 
Islander serves as 
his warm-weather 
reminder.

$25 SPECIAL
LOW RATES

Island Scooter Rentals
at SILVER SURF 1301 Gulf Dr. N. • Bradenton Beach

New & Used 
Scooter Sales

726-3163
WE SELL TO LOCALSWe rent bicycles, too!
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Backwater • Near Shore • Up to 7 miles out in the Gulf 
Snook • Redfi sh • Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle Fishing • Reservations a Must!

Tackle, bait, ice, fi shing license provided!
Capt. Mike Heistand  • USCG Licensed

723-1107

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

INSHORE
SPORTFISHING
CHARTER BOAT

Anna Maria Island • Florida

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, Bait & Tackle 
Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

778-9712

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

all about seawalls inc

Moon Date AM HIGH AM LOW PM HIGH PM LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

 Mar 28 11:17 1.3 3:05 -0.2 8:24 1.9 1:42 1.2
 Mar 29 11:09 1.4 3:40 -0.2 9:29 1.9 2:59 1.0
 Mar 30 11:09 1.5 4:08 0.0 10:18 1.8 3:48 0.7
 Mar 31 11:12 1.6 4:30 0.1 11:01 1.7 4:27 0.5
 Apr 1 11:14 1.7 4:49 0.3 11:40 1.7 5:04 0.3
FM Apr 2 12:40 1.7 6:07 0.5 12:21 1.8 6:40 0.1
 Apr 3 1:19 1.6 6:22 0.6 12:35 2.0 7:15 0.0
 Apr 4 2:02 1.4 6:40 0.8 12:53 2.1 7:51 -0.1

Anna Maria Island Tides

The Links
at Greenfield Plantation

Call 747-9432 
Tee Times 7 DAYS 

in advance
RATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

“Proper golf attire required”
www.linksatgreenfieldplantation.com
Above SR 64 • 2 miles east of I-75
Exit 220 [old 42] • Bradenton, FL

$50
+ TAX until 2pm

GREENS FEE 
AND CART

$40
+ TAX

AFTER
2 PM 

APRIL GOLF

BIG
SUMMER 

CARD

$30
+ TAX

RATES EFFECTIVE 4-1-07

Almost too big to handle
Brian Calkins, left, Terry Calkins,Tim Dragmen and Marty Calkins caught a mess of amberjack and porgies 
while fi shing with Capt. Larry McGuire. Most of the fi sh were caught about 60 miles out in the Gulf of Mexico 
using live pinfi sh as bait. 

All smiles for big red
Bev Ware caught and released this 32-inch-long 
redfi sh while fi shing with Capt. Tom Chaya on the 
Dolphin Dreams charter boat out of Holmes Beach.

Sheepies rule backwaters still; mackerel near beaches
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 Fishing is about the same, but getting better, based 
on the reports coming in from both offshore and back-
water anglers.
 In the Gulf of Mexico, look for mackerel near the 
beaches, a few kingfish hookups a bit farther from 
shore, and amberjack, grouper and snapper in the 
deeper waters of the Gulf.
 For backwater action, snook seem to be running 
small but plentiful, as well as trout and redfi sh.
 Sheepshead are still the best bet for the inshore 
waters, though, with some catches reaching the 7-pound 
range. Go to any structure and dip a line and expect a 
striped fi sh to snag your hook.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said snook fi shing is 
improving, but sheepies are the mainstay for backwater 
anglers right now. Redfi sh are being caught sporadi-
cally, and mackerel are a good bet just off the beaches. 
Offshore grouper and snapper fi shing are about the best 
deal going, Bill said, as well as some catches of lane 
snapper, triggerfi sh and amberjack.
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said springtime 
catches have included sheepshead, mackerel, snapper, 
whiting and a few fl ounder.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
sheepshead and mackerel have dominated the catch in 
the past week.
 Capt. Zach Zacharis on the Dee Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina in Cortez said he took Bill Rice 
and brother Bob from Boise, Idaho, out last week for a 
fun morning of fi shing for a mixed-bag catch of Span-

ish mackerel, bluefi sh, gray trout, speckled trout and 
some snook. “With the exception of the snook, the catch 
was made off the beaches of Longboat Key using live 
shrimp and whitebait,” Capt. Zach said. “We topped off 
the morning with a few nice snook in the Tidy Island 
area. Bob had the biggest with a fat 30-inch keeper 
taken on a large shiner.” Zach added that snook fi sh-
ing is “off to a great start this spring, with some really 
sizeable fi sh being caught after many years of dinks.”
 At Corky’s Live Bait & Tackle on Cortez Road, 
reports are coming in that the warm weather and abun-
dant sun has caused fi shing to heat up, but the wind 
has hampered some of the action. Sarasota Bay waters 
have been offering fi shers ladyfi sh, trout, pompano and 
whiting when they use live shrimp or “Redfi sh Magic.” 
There are good reports of redfi sh caught on fi ddler 
crabs, cooked sand fl eas and “Magic Potion” and/or 
small live shrimp. Offshore action includes Spanish 
mackerel on plugs and silver or gold spoons, plus some 
kingfi sh, as well as some sharks caught off the north tip 
of Anna Maria Island near Bean Point, with menhaden 
or octopus working well as bait. 
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
some 27-inch trout have come to his docks with boaters 
in the last week, as well as lots of small snook being 
caught out of Terra Ceia Bay. There are also “tons” 
of sheepshead being caught by the Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge in Tampa Bay.
 At Skyway Bait and Tackle, reports include 
sheepshead from the Skyway piers, plus mackerel, 
fl ounder, whiting and small sharks, as well as some 

small grouper. Small snook and keeper-size reds are 
also being caught in Terra Ceia Bay.
 Capt. Rick Gross said he had a good week of 
snook fi shing, with mostly keepers coming onto the 
boat on most of his trips, as well as some redfi sh and 
trout. 
 On my boat Magic, we’re still getting into a huge 
number of sheepshead, including one monster that was 
almost 7 pounds. We’ve also caught a lot of mangrove 
snapper, mackerel and some redfi sh.
 Good luck and good fi shing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 25-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 723-1107 to provide a fi shing report. 
Prints and digital images of your catch are also wel-
come and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identifi cation for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information.

SAM to discuss red tide, pollution
 Save Anna Maria Inc. meets April 7 at the Island 
Branch Library to discuss such environmental issues 
as red tide and coastal pollution.
 The meeting, featuring a talk with Stuart Decew of the 
Sierra Club, is scheduled to begin at 10:30 a.m. in the library 
meeting room, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.
 SAM generally meets on the fi rst Saturday of each 
month.
 For more information, call SAM president Sheila 
Hurst at 524-1876.
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Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Going ‘acqua’
Staff members of Acqua Salon Spa 
on the Beach in the Fusion Fitness 
building in Holmes Beach recently 
celebrated the salon’s name change 
from A2 Aveda. Pictured are, from left, 
Ashley, Teige, Teal, Laura, Cynthia, 
owner Amy Walsh and Nikita. Islander 
Photo: Rick Catlin

Amy to Acqua
 Amy Welsh of A2 Aveda Salon 
at 5315 Gulf Drive the Fusion Fitness 
Center building in Holmes Beach is 
going aqua — as in a name change to 
the Acqua Salon Spa at Tidemark.
 The new name’s a perfect fi t because 
her salon is adjacent to the planned Tide-
mark Resort that will soon be under con-
struction.
 But loyal clients need not worry. It’s 
only a name change and Amy still has 
everyone’s favorite Aveda products.
 Acqua is a full-service beauty salon 
that includes massages, facials, nail care 
and great hair-styling, Amy noted.
 “We are still the Aveda lifestyle,” 
she said. “The name change is just to 
position ourselves with the Tidemark.”
 For more information on Acqua, call 
Amy at 778-5400.

Dee’s closing
 Dee’s Boutique in the Anna Maria 

Wedding day
The new pavilion at the Sandbar Restaurant in Anna Maria has been hosting 
weddings for the past few months. The pavilion is part of an on-going renovation 
project that includes the construction of rest rooms that are compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Sandbar owner Ed Chiles said those facilities 
should be in operation around April 1. Islander Photo: Jack Elka

Dee’s departing
Dee’s Boutique in the Anna Maria 
Shopping Centre on East Bay Drive in 
Holmes Beach will be closings it doors 
soon and is currently having a going-
out-of-business sale. Islander Photo: 
Rick Catlin

Shopping Centre in Holmes Beach is 
having a going-out-of-business sale.
 Owner Dee Percifi eld said that after 
11 years, it’s time to concentrate on her 
other boutique, the Beach Shop, a bus-
tling gift shop at the Manatee Public 
Beach.
 “It would be great if someone would 
come along and buy Dee’s, but it’s time 
to take care of the other store,” she 
said.

 “The Beach Shop is not closing,” 
Dee emphasized.
 Dee, who “retired” to the Island 
19 years ago, said that daughter Dori 
Reynolds, who managed Dee’s, will 
be coming over to the Beach Shop, as 
will much of the designer fashions and 
gifts.
 The going-out-of-business sale at 
Dee’s will include a large selection of 
jewelry, gifts, dolls and fashions, includ-
ing clothing from makers such as Cactus 
Shirts, December Diamonds, Focus, and 
French Dressing jeans wear.
 “I want to thank all my loyal cus-
tomers at Dee’s,” said Dee. “It’s been a 
great time, but we’re going to have the 
same brands at the Beach Shop.”
 Dee said she didn’t have a defi nite 
date for closing Dee’s, but said the sale 
has already started.
 “And there are some great buys,” 
she added.
 F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
Dee’s Boutique, call  778-4665. 

Cover of ‘rolling stone’
 “Rico Rock” is like stones, only better 
to build with and decorate pools and 
landscape areas — just ask Don and 
Jo Ann Meilner of Don Meilner & Son 
construction. They designed and built 
their backyard pool and photographed 
their daughter Amelia Talucci’s dog, 
“D-O-G,” relaxing on the rocks. They 
submitted it for a photo contest and 
received an “honorable mention,” 
and, even better, their photo was fea-
tured on the company’s dealer maga-
zine — and D-O-G got his 15 minutes 
of fame.

Island chamber holds card exchange
Dr. Kathleen Goerg of Island Chiropractic Center, Tricia Graziano of Island Acu-
puncture and Colleen Beck of the Manatee County Unit of the American Cancer 
Society enjoy refreshments at the Anna Maria Island February Business Card 
Exchange at Barnes Walker. The next business card exchange will be Wednesday, 
March 28, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Bayside Banquet Hall in Cortez. Islander 
Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Mixons dedicate pond
Islanders Dean and Janet Mixon dedicate a pond at their Mixon Fruit Farms, 
2712 26th Ave. E., Bradenton, on March 22. The pond features a fountain, water-
fall, gazebo, night lighting and gardens. The Mixons hope the area can draw 
night-time visitors, especially those getting married. For more information, call 
748-5829. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Island real 
estate sales

 105 Mangrove Ave., Anna Maria, 
a 936 sfla / 1,404 sfur 2bed/2bath 
home built in 1963 on a 50x110 lot 
was sold 03/05/07, Newhouse to 
Blue Rentals LLC for $600,000; list 
$699,000.
 507 68th St., Holmes Beach, a 

1,269 sfla / 2,101 sfur 2bed/2bath/
2car canalfront home built in 1971 
on a 80x102 lot was sold 03/08/07, 
McMahon to Casa Anna Maria LLC 
for $570,000; list $595,900.
 211 Elm Ave., Anna Maria, a 
1,497 sfla / 1,554 sfur duplex built 
in 1971 on a 52x110 lot was sold 
03/06/07, Gigl to Weinberger for 
$457,500.
 600 Manatee Ave., Unit 143, 
Westbay Cove, Holmes Beach, a 
1,179 sfla / 1,567 sfur 2bed/2bath 
condo  bu i l t  i n  1977  was  so ld 
03/05/07, Zion to McMahan for 
$368,000; list $372,000.
 5608 Carissa St., Holmes Beach, 
a 1,208 sfla / 1,804 sfur 2bed/2bath 
duplex built in 1971 on a 58x105 lot 
was sold 03/09/07, Morton to Morton 
for $365,000; list $375,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate 
at Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, 
can be reached at Gulf-Bay, (941) 
778-7244. 
 Current Island real estate trans-
actions may also be viewed online at 
www.islander.org. Copyright 2007
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Dramatic design to maximize indoor and outdoor living. 
Choose from two beautiful condominiums with over 2,000 s.f of unique 

space. 10-foot ceilings, crown molding, vertical grain bamboo floors, and 
walls of oversized windows framing the Bay Palms T-docks: 

Preserving a lifetime of invaluable unobstructed water views.

Introducing The Exception

Marina Isle Condos

Jennifer R. Cascardo
917-859-7859 or 941-778-1440

Brand new construction. Each offers three 
bedrooms, two baths, two-car plus garage. 

Master bedroom quarters with bath suites 
and private spacious deck. Kitchens are 
open and expansive with GE profile 
stainless steel appliances, granite 
counters and KraftMaid cabinetry. 
Future options! Pool, elevator and 
dock usage.

New York • Florida Broker • “Exclusive Service from Skyline to Skyway”tm

Featured at $799,000
7700-7702 Marina Drive

Island juniors falter late in 16-7 loss 
By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Anna Maria Islanders, the Island’s Junior 
League baseball team sponsored by this newspaper, 
dropped a 16-7 decision to Coca-Cola, a Manatee Cen-
tral team on March 22 at Palma Sola Park. The Island-
ers, which lost every game last season, have reason 
for optimism after battling Coca-Cola on even terms 
through fi ve innings, only to give them eight runs in the 
fateful sixth inning thanks to a combination of walks, 
errors and some timely hitting by Coca-Cola.
 The Islanders jumped on top 1-0 in the fi rst inning 
when Brandon Gengler hit a one-out single and moved 
to third on an errant pickoff throw. Gengler came home 
when Ben Valdivieso grounded out to second.
 Coca-Cola came back to take a one-run lead in the 
bottom of the inning when JJ Carlin got hit by a pitch 
and Joey Muldoon singled. A double steal put the run-
ners on second and third, where they both scored on 
consecutive ground outs by Ryan Keller and Taylor 
Lakes for a 2-1 lead.
 The Islanders retook the lead in the second when 
Cory Wash led off with a walk and moved to third on 
another errant pick-off attempt. Blake Wilson singled 
home Wash and later scored when Glen Bower’s 
grounder skipped past the Coca-Cola fi rst basemen to 
give the Islanders a 3-2 lead.
 Guerin retired the Coca-Cola side one-two-three in 
the bottom of the inning with a pair of strikeouts and a 
groundout on an attempted bunt by Ryan Taylor.
 The Islanders extended its lead in the top of the 
third when Gengler led off with a single and moved 
to third on a double by Matt Shafer. A walk by Wash 
loaded the bases for Blake Wilson, who plated Gengler 
with a two-out single to left fi eld for a 4-3 lead. 
 Coca-Cola got one run back in the bottom of the 
third when Carlin singled and moved to third on a errant 
pick-off throw. Carling easily scored on Duff’s single 
to center to pull to within 4-3.
 The Islanders missed out on a chance to break 
the game open in the fourth when Bower led off with 
a single and moved to second and Troy Kozewski 
reached on an error. A single by Gengler plated Bower 
to extend the Islander lead to 5-3. A walk by Valdivieso 
loaded the bases for Matt Shafer, who hit a single to 
left to score Kozewski. With Gengler on second and 
Valdivieso on fi rst, Wash hit a high pop fl y to short 
center fi eld that was dropped for an error, but the Coca-
Cola outfi elder alertly gunned the ball to third where 
Gengler was called out on a close play for the fi rst 

Brendan Gengler was called out on this close play at third base during Junior League baseball action at Palma 
Sola Park. Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy

out of the inning. A pair of fi elder’s choice grounders 
accounted for the next two outs to stymie the Islander’s 
chances at a big inning, though they did bring home 
Valdivieso to give the Islanders a 7-3 lead.
 Coca-Cola took the lead for good in the bottom 
of the fourth when it sandwiched singles by Terrance 
Sprikle, Carlin, Mike Duff and Keller around an error 
by Gengler in center fi eld to score fi ve runs for an 8-7 
lead.
 Wash then led off the top of the sixth with a single 
and moved to third on a sacrifce bunt to give the Island-
ers hope, but he was stranded there, which effectively 
ended the Islander’s chances after the fateful bottom of 
the sixth inning saw Coca-Cola score eight runs.
 Gengler fi nished the game with a 3-for-3, two runs 
scored hitting performance, while Shafer went 2-for-4 
with a double and an RBI single. Wilson added a pair of 
singles and one run scored for the Islanders, which also 
received a single and one run scored from Wash. The 
Islanders also received a stellar defensive play from 

Kyle Crum, who snagged a sinking line drive by Steven 
Gauthier in the fourth inning.
 Coca-Cola was led by lead-off hitter Carlin, who 
went 4-for-5 with four runs scored and Muldoon who 
had a pair of singles and four runs scored. Duff added 
a pair of singles and two runs while Keller singled and 
scored two runs for Coca-Cola.

Little League dinner, 
uniform handout on tap

 The Anna Maria Island Community Center 
announced that April 2 will be the 2007 pre-season 
Little League dinner and uniform hand-out at St. Ber-
nard Catholic Church’s activity center at 248 S. Harbor 
Drive in Holmes Beach.
 This opener for Anna Maria Island Little League 
brings all of the players, families and coaches together 
for one night to meet and greet each other. Little Leagu-

PLEASE SEE SPORTS, NEXT PAGE
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Anna Maria

The 5-gallon money jar is to 
benefi t the AME-PTO 

Spring Fling
… but if you guess the 
amount of money in the 
jar, you can be a winner, 
too! The closest guess to 
the correct amount will be 
announced at the Spring 

Fling --- and the person with 
that entry will recieve $100 
--- in pennies! The PTO will 
recieve the money in the jar.  

Special thanks to 
John Bacich and Harold 

Bergstrom and 

Enter in advance at 
The Islander, 5404 Marina Dr.

Holmes Beach

Penny Challenge HOT NEW 
BUMPER 

STICKERS

   
$1

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

HOLMES BEACH
Mail order $2

ers will get their uniforms and M.V.P. Sports will be 
on hand to fi t players for their baseball pants. A special 
buffet-style dinner will be served by Beach Bistro. 
 For all those who attend and pick up uniforms, 
there is a mandatory charge to help fund AMILL. The 
cost of $6 for adults, and $5 for kids includes the buffet 
dinner. 
 Make sure you slide on in to St. Bernard’s at the 
following assigned times.
T-ball team, coach:
 6 p.m. Americo Title, Ben Stewart.
 6 p.m. Florida Eye Tours, Chris Grumley.
 6:20 p.m. LPAC, Larry Pearson.
 6:20 p.m. Air & Energy, Scott Dell.
 
AA Teams & AAA Teams
 6:45 p.m. Bark Realty, Troy Albers.
 6:45 p.m. Beach Bistro, Amador & Marne Salinas.
 7:10 p.m. Sato Real Estate, David Johnston.
 7:10 p.m. WMFD, Jim Dudevoire.
 7:30 p.m. Morgan Stanley, Mike Brusso.
 7:30 p.m. Duncan Real Estate, Chris Hightower.

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale Club women teed it up for a nine-
hole individual-low-net golf competition on March 20. 
Jean Holmes and Tootie Wagner tied for fi rst place in 
Flight AA with a 2-under-par 30 to fi nish two shots ahead 
of third-place fi nishers Joyce Brown, Pat Townsend and 
Judy Ward, who each shot even-par 32.
 Flight B winner was Marianne Kaemmerlen, whose 

4-under-net total of 28 was the round of the day. She 
fi nished fi ve shots ahead of second-place fi nishers Jan 
Turner and Lorraine Towne.
 Millie Mullin’s 2-under 30 was good enough 
for first place in Flight C, one shot better than 
second-place finishers Phyllis Hoblitzell and Teddy 
Morgan, while Ruth Williamson’s even-par 32 put 
her on top of Flight D. Dee O’Brien finished in 
second place with a 34, while Caye Hudson came 
in third with a 35.
 Marianne Kaemmerlen, Ruth Williamson, Phyl-
lis Holitzell, Tootie Wagner, Joyce Brown and Lucille 
Cooney each had chipins on the day.
 On March 16, the Key Royale Club held its 
weekly coed golf tourney in a low-team-net format. 
The team of Nell Bergstrom, Joyce Brown, Gordon 
McKinna and Hal Sears fi red a 10-over-par 138 to 
capture fi rst place by seven strokes over two teams 
that tied for second. Jane Winegarden, Dottie McK-
inna, Tom Warda and Jerry Brown along with the 
team of  Eunice Warda, Rose Slomba, Fred Meyer 
and Joy Nellis both shot 145. Third place went to the 
team of Teddy and Al Morgan, Frankie Smith-Wil-
liams and Richard Westby with a score of 150. Terry 
Westby, Jim Finn, John Shey and Sue Hookem took 
fourth place with a score of 151.

Sports
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

Anna Maria Island Little League 
baseball schedule

Junior League (ages 13-15)
April 3 6:30 p.m. Islander vs. North River National 
@ Buffalo Creek

Major League traveling Islanders @ G.T. Bray)
April 2 7:30 p.m. Islanders vs. MJ1 @ Field 1

Ryan Guerin delivers a pitch for the Islanders base-
ball team during Junior League baseball action at 
Palma Sola Park. Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.

FREE DELIVERY to your home or condo: Shrimp, 
crabs, native fi sh. Prompt delivery to your door. Call 
James Lee, 941-795-1112 or 704-8421.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

YOU WANT IT ... You got it. Oval AMI bumper stick-
ers are just $1 at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7978. 

HELP SUPPORT OFFICER Pete Lannon: Silicone 
bracelets, DARE2CARE/ISLANDER4PETE. Child $2, 
adult $5. The bracelets are donated by The Islander 
and all $$$ go to a pre-paid college fund for Pete’s 
youngest son. Available at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7978.

ITEMS FOR SALE

LUXURY LIVING ROOM set: Two matching sofas, 
black with fl oral design. Two large end tables, coffee 
table, beveled glass tops, carved feet match sofa’s 
walnut trim. Five-piece set. $750. 941-778-1589.

DINING ROOM CHAIRS: Set of eight, walnut. $280. 
941-779-0564.

STOREWIDE SALE: NIKI’S Island Treasures. All 
sterling jewelry 50-70 percent off. Clowns, porcelain 
dolls and collector plate collections 50 percent off. 
Select vintage and costume jewelry, gifts, antiques, 
thimbles, spoons, cup and saucers, books, art, fur-
niture, glassware 30-90 percent off. Thank you to 
our friends leaving, see you next year, love ya! Open 
seven days, 9:30am-5pm. 941-779-0729. 5351 Gulf 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

ANNA MARIA JUNIOR Girl Scouts Troop No. 590 
cookies are on sale at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP: Open 9:30am-2pm Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fridays. 9am-noon Saturdays. 
Always clothing sales. 941-779-2733. 511 Pine Ave., 
Anna Maria.

YARD SALE: 9am-4pm Sunday, April1. Cleaning 
out storage unit. No early birds! 3607 Gulf Drive, 
behind Publix, Holmes Beach.

HUGE TWO-FAMILY garage sale: 9am-1pm Sat-
urday, March 31. Tons of stuff, don’t miss it! 213 
Periwinkle Plaza, Anna Maria. 

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE sale: 8am-2pm Saturday, 
March 31. Items too numerous to list. Lots of every-
thing! 424 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. 

ACROSS
1 Home of  the Nat l .

Holler in '
Contest

5 Spicy cuis ine
9 Beat  ___  horse
14 Complain
18 Tenant 's  desire
20 Real ly  rough
22 As a  refutat ion
23 Acquirers  of  lost

property
24 Part  of  New

Eng.
25 Bit  of  cheer
26 Major  source of

the narcot ic  qat
28 ___ Plain 
29 Words under

Washington 's
picture

32 "American
Just ice"  network

33 Internat ional
retai ler  whose
name is  an
acronym

35 Stolen
36 Former German

president
Johannes

37 Major  f inale?
39 Deser t  a t t r ibute
43 Co-star  of

"Blow,"  2001
44 Noisy

celebrat ion
46 Knock over
47 Wri tes  without

pen or  penci l
50 Keys
51 Don who pi tched

a perfect  game
in the 1956
World Series

54 Lol lobrigida and
others

55 Tip for  a
cal l igrapher

56 Dandy
58 President  who

won by one
electoral  vote

59 Space shut t le
supply

61 Locale  for  a
vis ion of  the
Apost le  Paul

64 Sicken
66 Candy t reat
67 Basic  inf i rmit ies
70 Cousin of  a

credi t  union
71 Friendly
74 Dimensions and

tolerances,  say
75 Taste
78 Tot  minder
79 Major  player  in

the movie biz?
81 Certain paral le l :

Abbr.
82 Some Sony

computers
83 Apple product
85 Proclaims
88 Extends
89 The whole song

and dance?
90 1999 "Star

Wars"  re lease
92 Subject  of  Cyrus

the Great
93 Regis ters
96 Nickelodeon

explorer
97 Fuss
98 Fairy queen,  in

Shakespeare
101 Underwri ter ' s

assessment
102 I t ' s  typical ly

off  base
103 Bottom l ine
106 Bistro adjunct
109 Round top

111 Long of  "Boyz
N the Hood"

112 Cease pleading
113 Building

support
116 No matter  what
119 Bruised
120 Nursery rhyme

dish
121 "___ I!"
122 Theodore of

"The Defiant
Ones"

123 Subject  of  una
sinfonia

124 Prosperi ty

DOWN
1 "You're  doing i t

a l l  wrong!"
2 Cream-fi l led

pastry
3 Doctor
4 Music  category
5 Calculate ,  as  the

bi l l
6  Kind of  yoga
7 Parseghian of

Notre  Dame
8 Without  thinking
9 Firs t  two
10 Old "Romper

Room" character
with bouncing
antennae

11 Actor  McGregor
12 Newswoman

Compton
13 Game with orcs

and half-elves
14 Like the

labyrinth of
Knossos

15 Graded
mater ia ls

16 Sui t  to  
17 Financial  ini ts .
18 Japanese

electronics  giant
19 Sack mater ia ls
21 Was overly nice

27 Choice at  a
restaurant

30 Unfinished
threat

31 Breathe
33 Cause of  a  red

face
34 German port
38 E Street  Band's

leader,
informally

39 Ones with
incendiary ideas

40 Simple
41 Equal

al ternat ive
42 Beyond

understanding
43 Nei ther  hor.  nor

ver t .
45 Barker 's

at tent ion-get ter
47 Legend in  one 's

own mind
48 Sign at  a  s tore

clothing bin
49 Imminent ly
50 One way to  take

i t
52 Contented

responses
53 Arct ic  explorer

John
57 Go for  the gold?
60 Snare
62 Store  chain

since 1859
63 Part  of  a  bee
65 ___ Enterpr ise
68 Year  in  the re ign

of  Antoninus
Pius

69 Like
Longfel low's
Evangel ine

72 King 's  longt ime
home

73 Assent
76 Photographer

Richard
77 Locks in  a  s table

80 Hi-___

84 Part  of  a
conference
sched.

86 Fishing gear

87 Have great
affect ion for

88 Punches a  new
number in

91 Commercial
ending with
Water

92 Engl ish royal
known as  the
Empress  Maud

94 "Cooks who
know trust"  this ,
in  an old s logan

95 Touris t  info spot
98 TV ti t le  role  for

Brandy
Norwood

99 Beverage named
for  a  Dutch
river

100 Actress  Blair

102 Idée  ___
(accepted idea,
in  French)

104 Gird for  bat t le ,
say

105 Oscar  nominee
for  "The
Insider"

106 Banned
chemicals

107 1968 l ive folk
album

108 Odious one
109 Shy

110 "The abi l i ty  to
descr ibe others
as  they see
themselves":
Lincoln

114 Offerer  of  cozy
accommodat ions

115 Basebal l  s ta t

117 Elect ion day:
Abbr.

118 Musical  genre

INITIAL SUBSTITUTIONS BY CRAIG KASPER / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

For any three answers,
call from a touch-tone
phone: 1-900-285-5656,
$1.20 each minute; or,
with a credit card, 1-800-
814-5554.N
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Answers to this 
week’s puzzle 
on page 36

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EVENINGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

ANNA MARIA HIDEAWAY NEAR GULF Tasteful and elegant 3BR/2.5BA 
home within steps of the Gulf! Amenities include stainless steel 
appliances, sunny Florida room, circular driveway, outdoor shower, 
sprinkler system, and lovely landscaping. $799,900, furnished.

CAPRI BEACH VILLA Gulffront 
condo with panoramic views. Step 
off your back deck into the sand! 
Watch the sunset every evening 
from your living room or enjoy the 
great rental income potential and 
excellent rental history. $750,000.

WEST OF GULF
DRIVE! Home is 
located West of Gulf 
Drive on 100x100 
duplex lot in desirable 
n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
Recently renovated, 
with new metal roof. 
$459,000.

3303 Gulf Drive 
#4 Sea Pirates, 
Holmes Beach. 

Fantastic 
location!

2BR/1BA, pool. 
$349,000.

941-778-7200

REDUCED FROM $429,000Reach more 
than 20,000 

people weekly 
with your ad 
–for as little 

as $20
Call

778-7978
www.islander.org
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

BUTTERFLY GARDEN BRICKS: The next set of 
Anna Maria Island Butterfl y Garden personalized 
bricks will be ordered April 30. This is your chance 
to get a personalized brick for yourself, a friend or 
loved one. Forms are available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or call Nancy 
Ambrose with questions at 941-518-4431.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfl y 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at The 
Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more information.

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Just for the asking. 
Courtesy of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission. Free at The Islander newspaper 
offi ce, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be 
sorry, be safe.

PETS

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to 
foster puppies and kittens until they are old enough 
for adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

IMMACULATE 2003 SILVER PT Cruiser with just 
over 11,000 miles. Has service contract until Nov.18, 
2009, or 60,000 miles. $10,500. 941-792-9892.

2004 NISSON 350Z Roadster: 21,000 miles. Per-
fect condition. All the bells and whistles. Leather, 
Bose speakers, CD player, blue on blue. Bought a 
Corvette, gotta let it go. $27,500 or best offer. 941-
779-0623.

1968 CORVETTE CONVERTIBLE: 327 HiPo, 
four-speed, side pipes. $24,500 or best offer. 
941-795-4621.

TRANSPORTATION Continued

1965 MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE; automatic, 
original black paint. $21,000 or best offer. 
941-795-4621.

BOATS & BOATING

2004 CAROLINA SKIFF: 198DLX Yamaha 90, 
four-stroke, live well, fi sh fi nder, trailer, low hours. 
$13,200. Call 518-365-2701.

DRY BOAT AND trailer storage, $65/month. 840 S. 
Bay Blvd., next to Rotten Ralph’s. 941-778-9435.

CLEAN, VERY LOW hours, 16-foot aluminum Deep 
Vee Haul. 40-hp, Evinrude with trailer. $1,800. 
Holmes Beach. 513-378-9100.

YANMAR 44-hp sailboat motor. Rebuilt motor and 
transmission. Great condition. $1,500. 941-345-
7335.

FOR RENT: BOAT slip. 85th Street, Holmes Beach. 
Up to 23 feet. $125/month. 941-778-2581.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS wanted: SunCoast Real 
Estate LLC. Floor time and generous split. Confi -
dential. Call Mary Ann Schmidt, 941-779-0202 or 
941-778-4931.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting quadriplegic. Morning, 8am-1pm and over-
night, 10pm-8am, shifts available. Travel opportunity. 
941-383-6953.

MAINTENANCE: PART-TIME. 30-unit motel on 
the beach. Evenings required. Apply in person. 
Blue Water Beach Club, 6306 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: NECKLACE. OUTDOORS, near the 
walkway at the Rod & Reel Motel. Call Nicole, 
941-794-0245. 

LOST: ARMY SURPLUS-style jacket and cell phone 
lost on beach near Beach Bistro. Reward for return. 
941-266-5524.

FOUND: WOMAN’S WATCH on the grounds AT the 
Island Players theater, Pine Avenue and Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. Found March 14. Call 941-795-7255.

LOST: WOMENS PRESCRIPTION eyeglasses. No 
frame, one noseguard missing. If found, please call 
941-778-2551 or 608-852-6356.

FOUND: IPOD. 29th Street and Avenue E, Holmes 
Beach. Call 941-779-2214 after 5pm. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages four through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visitwww.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

SAIL AWAY ABOARD 65-foot Lex-Sea. Key West 
Fantasy Fest, six days, fi ve nights, $995 per person, 
$1,095 per couple. Cayo Costa Thanksgiving, four 
days, three nights, $595 per person, $1,095 per 
couple. Everglades Expedition, seven days, seven 
nights, $795 per person, $1,495 per couple. 941-
713-8000. www.annamariaislandsailing.com.

WOULD ANYONE WHO saw the accident at the 
corner of 59th Street and Marina Drive around 
11am Saturday, March 10, during the arts and craft 
show, please call Olivia Gruen at 941-778-2901. 
Especially any pedestrian who saw my white van 
at the stop sign. 

KIDNAPPED! Bentley (the butler statue) disappeared 
from Sandy Rich’s Real Coffee & Realty, 9908 Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria, on March 17. Sandy says, “Call and I’ll pick 
him up, no questions asked.” Call her at 376-6077.

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY OF THE ISLANDER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND* – CALL 778-7978
Sorry, we cannot deliver single copies to condominium units or mobile homes.
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email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

ANNA MARIA F INE HOME
514 North Bay Blvd., Anna Maria: 
4BR/3BA, 2,205 sf, Brazilian teak 
floors, luxurious master suite with 
spa tub, and sweeping bay views. 
$1,150,000. ML#320925.

CHAR HANSFORD 
941-745-0407 • 941-779-1112
T. Dolly Young Real Estate 941-778-0807

THIS ONE HAS IT ALL! Perfect home for your boat and 
entertaining your family and friends. Deep water canal with 40-
foot dock. Immaculate, spacious 3BR/2BR end unit with custom 
kitchen. Water views from every window. One mile to beach. 
Smuggler’s Landing, 4109 129th St. Cortez. $649,900. 

COME SEE – OPEN HOUSE 
2–4PM • SUNDAYS

Motivated
Seller

Mike 
Norman 
Realty INC

3101 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

Kathy Caserta
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(941) 778-6696 Office 
(941) 778-4364 Fax 

1-800-367-1617 Toll-Free 
(941) 778-6943 Home 

(941) 704-2023 Cell

Simply the Best

29 YEARS

Ofrecemos servicio de ventas en espanõl
www.mikenormanrealty.com

Mike
Norman 
Realty INC

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31O1 GULF DRIVE

HOLMES BEACH

L’PLAGE …For 
the discriminating 
buyer. Fabulous 
3BR/3BA beauti-
fully turnkey fur-
nished. High ceil-
ings with windows 
on all four sides. 
Enclosed secure 
garage, pool and 
spa. $1,925,000.

$265,000 FOR A 2/BR Island condo! Large unit in the 
center of Holmes Beach. Even has a large garage!

KEY ROYALE Move-in condition. Beautiful 
2BR/2BA. Huge patio and Florida room. Wonderful 
views of bay and canal. Boat dock, nice landscaping. 
Good value. $599,000.

GULFFRONT DUPLEX. Beautiful location on quiet 
beach. 2BR each side, turnkey furnished. Great value. 
$1,999,000.

G U L F F R O N T 
LUXURY HOME.
3BR/3BA, beautifully 
turnkey furnished. 
Heated pool, large 
garage, exceptional 
views. Newer home. 
$1,950,000.

MAKE O
FFER

CANALFRONT VILLA with a beautiful view. New boat 
dock and deck. Only $399,000.

GULFFRONT 4BR/4BA condo. Directly on the beach. 
Almost 3,000 sf. Spectacular! $2,500,000. 

FANTASTIC PRICE Two buildings, only $275,000 per 
building in Anna Maria City. Large lot, each faces a differ-
ent street. $549,000 for both. Handyman special. 

REDUCED

BAYFRONT Large 2BR/2BA house with new tile floors 
throughout, plus great mother-in-law apartment. New 
dock on deep sailboat water. Great view. $995,000. 

MAKE O
FFER

TRIPLEX Steps to 
beach and great 
view of the bay. 
Neat as a pin, 
turnkey furnished. 
Community boat 
dock at the end of 
street. 

GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD Priced to sell, this duplex 
features 3BR/2.5BA across from bay. $479,000.

STUNNING PANORAMIC BAY VIEWS. 4BR with wonderful detail throughout & perfect 
condition. Deep boating water with great dock. Spectacular waterfront property. 
$2,450,000. Kathy Marcinko, 713-1100 or Sandy Drapala, 725-0781. 549474

ELEGANCE AWAITS YOU beyond the gate at the Villas of Holmes Beach. Furnished 
w/beautiful views of the Bay. 40’ boat dock. Private lush setting. 3/10 of a mile to 
beach. $2,2500,000. Victoria Horstmann, 748-6300 or 518-1278. 539191

MANATEE RIVER VIEWS w/decorator turnkey furnishings and 60’ dock w/deepwater 
access.  4BR home w/bonus room, outdoor kitchen, pool & spa. $1,995,000. Jody 
Shinn, 748-6300 or 705-5704. 547436

SPECTACULAR BAY FRONT HOME with exceptional coastal design has been impec-
cably renovated and features outstanding bay views from most rooms that shows like 
a model. $1,475,000 Kimberly Roehl, 748-6300 or 447-9988. 550391

RARE BOATERS’ DREAM CONDO!  Deep water dock/protected Marina; 2.5 car garage; 
elevator direct to 3BR unit, top floor, 2750 sq.ft., pool & tennis. $965,000. Barbara 
Jennings, 748-6300 or 773-0180.  542179

COMPLETELY REMODELED 4BR DUPLEX, TURNKEY FURNISHED, granite counters, 
strong rental history; beautiful tropical landscaping, heated pool & 1 1/2 blocks to the 
beach. $819,000. Kimberly Roehl, 748-6300 or 447-9988. 550357

SECLUDED CANAL FRONT.  Great opportunity to rebuild on a .3 acre cul-de-sac lot on 
the water in Cortez, without deed restrictions. With pool & dock.$750,000. 748-6300. 
Victoria Horstmann, 518-1278 and Jonathan Wright, 301-9992.  551079

PARADISE AWAITS YOU in the private setting of Mariner’s Cove.  Gated waterfront 
community with tennis, swimming, deeded slip and access to Intracoastal and Tampa 
Bay $600,000.  Patty Brooks 748-6300 or 545-1194.  546750

OUTSTANDING 2BR plus den and 2-car garage located on a private cul-de-sac with 
wonderful water views. Maintained in mint condition with a new roof. Very close 
proximity to beach. Kathy Valente, 748-6300 or 685-6767. 544920

CLOSE TO THE BEACH. Custom built with large 
windows & vaulted ceiling.  Energy efficient 
features. Home Warranty.  $829,900. Debbie 
Vogler, 748-6300 or 705-3328. 550841

SUPER SAN REMO SHORES Canal front. Restore/
remodel for great return. 3BR, excellent footprint 
at head of a deepwater canal. $485,000. Victoria 
Horstmann, 748-6300 or 518-1278. 517919

SEARCH OPEN HOUSES ONLINE
With our all new Online Open House Search, you can 
search by area, price range, property type or number of 
bedrooms and baths. Then you can map out the open 
houses to plan your Sunday open house tour.

WWW.MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM

A Complete List Of Open Houses Is Also Available At Your 
Bradenton Michael Saunders & Company Sales Office.

941-720-2242
www.islandplacerealty.com 

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

CANAL AND BAY VIEWS! Anna 
Maria completely updated 
throughout! $699,000. Call Sue!

GLENNA’S PLACE! Great 4BR 
designer furnished pool house! 
$895,000. Call Sue!

OWN NEAR THE BEACH!
1BR/1BA with pool use! 
$275,000. Call Sue!

BEACH COTTAGE STILL 
AVAILABLE! Bradenton Beach 
1BR/1BA. $249,000. Call Sue!

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor

www.greenreal.com

778-0455

Want to keep in touch? Subscribe to the “best news!” Call 941 778-7978 and charge it to Visa or MasterCard.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Conrtinued

GIFTS/DECOR FOR patio, home and garden. 
Enchanting shop, fun items in Holmes Beach - busy 
shopping district. $79,000. Longview Realty, 941-
383-6112. For more great business and realty buys: 
www.longviewrealty.com.

CHARTER BOAT SERVICE: Eco-tours, sightseeing, 
more in Cortez. Assets include 26-foot cat, 150-hp 
outboard. $70,000. Longview Realty, 941-383-6112. 
For more great business and realty buys: www.
longviewrealty.com.

KIDS FOR HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in fi rst aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

LOOKING FOR A babysitter, pet sitter, dog walker 
or somebody to do odd jobs? Call Kendall, 14-
year-old, ninth-grader. Certifi ed in fi rst aid! 941-
779-9783.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

SERVICES

MAN WITH SHOVEL: Plantings, natives, patio gar-
dens, trimming, cleanups, edging, maintenance. 
Hard-working and responsible. Excellent references. 
Edward 941-778-3222.

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certifi ed computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

CONDO/HOMEOWNER INSURANCE: Call for free 
quote. Doc Auto & Home Insurance. 75th and Mana-
tee Ave. W., Bradenton. 941-757-0330.

SERVICES Continued 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reason-
able, reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 
941-778-0944. 

ROOFING REPAIRS and replacements. Remod-
eling, repairs, additions, screen rooms, kitchens, 
baths. Free estimates. License #CGC061519, 
#CCC057977, #PE0020374. Insured. Accepting 
MasterCard/Visa. 941-720-0794. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

TAX RETURN PREPARATION by enrolled agent. 
Timely and accurate. We pickup and deliver. For 
individuals and small businesses. Monday-Friday 
after 5pm, Weekends, 8am-5pm. Turtle Tax, 941-
779-8686.

INCOME TAX SERVICE: Individuals and small busi-
nesses. We also fi le electronically and prepare all states. 
Call Pat at Kenney Tax Service, 941-761-8156.

HOUSEWATCHERS OF MANASOTA Inc.: A 
Licensed and insured corporation. We offer peace 
of mind to homeowners during their absence by 
providing weekly or monthly inspections. We also 
provide management of annual rental properties. 
Trust in us to keep your investments safe. 941-737-
7046 or housewatchers@tampabay.rr.com.

FREE HOUSESITTING/PETSITTING: Retired 
Christian couple will take care of your home, 
pets etc. References furnished, much experi-
ence, bondable. E-mail: ewingwt@earthlink.net. 
770-832-7319.

CLOSET ORGANIZER SPECIALISTS: We can take 
care of your hang-ups. Free estimates. Call 941-
722-3701 or 941-721-0875.

HELP WANTED Conrtinued

LOOKING FOR CLEANERS! MTO Cleaning Ser-
vices now hiring dependable people with reliable 
transportation and auto insurance to work 8am-
5pm Monday-Friday. Average $8.50-$12/hour with 
paid vacation, dental, fl exible hours and promotion 
opportunities. Apply at 5245 Offi ce Park Blvd., suite 
101, Bradenton. 941-758-1993.

LOOKING FOR VERY active, dependable person 
to nanny for 19-month old! Some weekdays, week-
ends and travel required. Light housekeeping a plus! 
Anna Maria Island area. Please, contact Haley, 727-
641-0240.

HOUSEKEEPER:  IMMEDIATE OPENING at local 
area motel. 941-778-2780.

LEGAL SECRETARY/PARALEGAL position: Press-
wood Law Firm, P.A., is an employment litigation 
and appellate practice located in Bradenton, Fla. 
This position offers a casual offi ce setting, the latest 
technology tools, and the fl exibility to work between 
25-40 hours per week. Must be adept with technol-
ogy (e.g., utilizing software such as Word, Excel, 
Outlook, Amicus Attorney, PC Law) and enjoy work-
ing with people. Litigation experience preferred. E-
mail resume to kendra.p@verizon.net.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

RESTAURANT AND MORE: 50-seat restaurant with 
great ambience also retails select items. Beer and 
wine license. Any menu OK. $120,000. Confi dential-
ity agreement required for details. Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112. For more great business and realty 
buys: www.longviewrealty.com.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

A

na M a Rea

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

REALISTIC SELLERS!
This property provides options to either renovate 
existing 2BR/1BA home or reinvent by construct-
ing two attached villas. Unlike all other villas, this 
building site offers 11,400 sf where you may create 
your tropical hideaway surrounded with natural foli-
age. Located in Bay Palms and walking distance to 
beach and shopping. ONLY $479,500!

Beautifully maintained one-owner home includes 
2BR/2.5BA on spacious Bay Palms lot. Freshly 
painted, new ceramic tile throughout, updated baths, 
barrel tile roof are only a few of the recent improve-
ments. Open design has over 1,600 sf living area and 
2,100 sf under roof with two-car garage. Charming 
kitchen with breakfast bar off sunny Florida room 
plus screened gazebo for Island lifestyle. Vacant and 
ready for occupancy. Personally view 501 67th St. 
Open daily, noon-4pm. Asking $489,500!

The power of home loan approval 
is in the hands of your neighbor. 

(941) 586-8079 

Countrywide Home Loans is close by and ready 
to help you get the home of your dreams. 

Competitive rates. 
Local experts with the power to say “YES” to   
your home loan. 
Up-front approval* at the time of application. 
As little as no-to-low down payment options   
available to make qualifying easier. 
Loan amounts to $6 million. 
Construction financing available. 

Pam Voorhees 
Home Loan Consultant 

401 Manatee Ave. W. • Holmes Beach 
pam_voorhees@countrywide.com

www.pamvoorhees.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ® 2003 COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC. TRADE/SERVICE MARKS ARE THE PROPERTY OF COUN-
TRYWIDE FINANCIAL CORPORATION AND/OR ITS SUBSIDIARIES. ADD APPROPRIATE STATE, LEGAL. UP-FRONT APPROVAL SUBJECT 
TO SATISFACTORY PROPERTY REVIEW AND NO CHANGE IN FINANCIAL CONDITION. SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL 
STATES. PRICES AND GUIDELINES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

SALES
419 Pine Ave. • PO Box 2150 • Anna Maria FL 34216

SherrySasser

Bayfront lots with panoramic 
views. 23,000 sf each. Only 
two left! 

2BR/2BA West Wind condo with 
Gulf view. $649,000.

Home: 941-778-1820
Cell: 941-713-5321
sherrys@betsyhills.com

Call

3BR/3BA bayfront home, north end of Anna Maria, completely 
renovated! $1,895,000 furnished. Owner will consider trade of 
lot, condo or home as a down payment.

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

   Mariners Cove 3BR/2BA, full bay view, 
35-foot slip!  $760,000.  $690,000!

TIME
  2
BUY! Village West 3BR/2BA, near Bray Park! $269,900.

Bay Palms 2BR/2BA Grand canal, sailboat 
deep-water. Private Dock. $695,000.
Kingsfield Lakes 4BR/2BA, huge fenced lot! $299,900.
Braden Crossings 3BR/2BA, Nice updates! $285,000.
Pointe West 3BR/2BA, heated pool! $360,000.
Bayou Anna Maria 2BR/1BA, waterfront. $365,000. 
Need offers!
Island Beachy Bar beer, wine, music! Business 
opportunity! $82,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA
punky2@aol.com

Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate, Inc

2923 7th Ave. W. Bradenton
Nearly completed and builder is anxious to sell. All 

offers will be considered. Generous allowances.

NEW HOME $389,500

http://NewWestBradentonHomes.com

Paul Chapin, 941-746-8287
Fla. State Certified General Contractor #CGC-046519

 Vacation
  Rentals

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN        MAXON
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1970 MLS

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable
service for 

over 35 
years!
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LAWN & GARDEN Continued

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

GULF SHORE LANDSCAPING: Lawn care, pres-
sure washing, landscaping, property maintenance. 
Owner operated by Island resident. Exceptional 
value! Licensed and insured. Call 941-726-7070. 
www.gulfshorelandscaping.com.

GET MOORE FOR your money: Specializing in tree 
trimming and removal, brush chipping, estate clean-
ups. Insured. Call Lew Moore, 941-755-5559.

CONFIDENCE CLEANING CORP.: Housecleaning, 
offi ce cleaning and window cleaning. Good refer-
ences, reasonable rates. Licensed and insured. 
Family owned and operated. 941-296-5103.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $42/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE Lawn Service. Mulch, clean-
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. City 
of Anna Maria resident. Cell 941-448-3857.

TIRED OF NO return calls? Straight Shot Land-
scape calls back. For all your landscape, call Shark 
Mark. 941-727-5066. Shell $42/yard.

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

LANDSCAPING Continued

LANDSCAPING: ISLAND RESIDENT: All aspects 
of design and installation. I will show you a picture 
of your house with a virtual landscape. Call Colin 
at 941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING free esti-
mates. 35-year Island resident. Call Jim Bickal at 
941-778-1730.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
fl ow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile supplied 
and installed. Quality workmanship, prompt, reliable, 
many Island references. Call Neil, 941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

KEN & TINA DBA Griffi n’s Home Improvements Inc. 
Handyman, fi ne woodwork, countertops, cabinets 
and shutters. Insured and licensed, 941-748-4711.

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a bid then 
call Nick, he’s the best. Island references. Licensed. 
Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or 941-962-5131.

SERVICES Continued

METRO DOOR SHOP: Open 8am-4:30pm Monday-
Friday. Interior doors, fi berglass, steel, PF frames, 
ODL glass packs, impact doors and windows, custom 
work, sales, service, parts, repair. Free delivery to 
islands, competitive prices. 941-758-5828. 

PAUL’S DEPENDABLE HOME Services. Special-
izing in drywall and stucco, new or repairs. Popcorn 
removal, skip-trawl ceilings. All jobs welcome. 941-
650-7874.

MUSIC LESSONS! Flute, saxophone, clarinet. 
Beginning to advanced. Contact Koko Ray, 941-
758-0395.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County and 
the Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and 
personalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-
7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Monthly and quarterly accounts available. If it is 
broken, we can fi x it. Call 941-778-2581.

941-778-0455

This incredible property consists of a direct Gulffront cottage with 
100 feet on the Gulf of Mexico plus adjacent (100x100-foot) lot. Bids 

accepted until April 15, 2007. 
Once in a lifetime opportunity 
with unlimited potential! Call 
Green Real Estate for complete 
information packet including 
appraisal and survey. 

For a private showing, 
call LaRae Regis, 
813-633-8318.

Ken Jackson, 941-713-8825.
2217 GULF DR. N. • BRADENTON BEACH

(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • WWW.WAGNERREALTY.COM

OPEN HOUSE 2-4PM SUNDAY 445-A 62nd St. Holmes Beach. 
Totally updated turnkey furnished villa in Holmes Beach close to 
boat ramp and tennis, beach, shopping. Island living at a great 
price. Bridget Gennett, 941-224-4315. #548184. $194,900.

MOTEL/RESORT ANNA MARIA ISLAND Great 11-unit resort/
motel. One short block to the beautiful sandy beaches and view 
the spectacular sunsets. Many restaurants, specialty shops and 
fishing pier close by. Possible conversion potential. Jim Zoff, 
941-778-2246. #539134. $2,575,000.

A RARE FIND! Anna Maria Gulffront lot. Becky Smith, 941-773-
1954 or Elfi Starett, 941-720-3528. #504998. $1,750,000.

RESORT IN PARADISE Tropical landscaping surrounds six 
charming units steps from beach. Immaculate, family owned 
and clientele keep coming back. Possible owner financing. 
Karen Day, 941-778-2246. #529518. $1,650,000.

SUMMER SANDS BAYFRONT Unique 3,292 sf townhome. 
3-4BR/4.5BA with family room and glassed lanai. Exceptional 
complex with private beach and bayside pool/spa. Community 
dock. Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #534641. $1,350,000.

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open floor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith or Elfi Starett, 
941-778-2246. #520397. $999,500.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful street 
and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage and live in 
paradise 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. #550000. $949,000.

BRADENTON BEACH TWO-FAMILY turnkey furnished 2BR/1BA 
cottage with 1BR/1BA bungalow. Great family retreat or 
rental property. Walk to shops, beach and more. Anne Miller, 
941-778-2246. #518824. $825,000.

EXCEPTIONAL 2BR/2BA direct Gulffront unit with outstanding 
views of the Gulf. Totally renovated. Secured elevator, heated pool, 
tennis court and private garage. Near shopping and restaurants 
Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #543586. $799,900.

BUILT IN 2002.Well-maintained 3BR/2BA residence offers 1,600 
sf of living area, Open floor plan, cathedral ceilings and heated 
pool. Convenient west Bradenton just a few minutes to Gulf 
beaches. Dave Moynihan, 941778-2246. #543906. $359,500.

COVERT I Small, friendly complex, 
excellent rental possibilities. Short 
term allowed. Close to deeded beach 
access and Centre Shops. Price 
reduced. Don Carey, 941-383-3306. 
#310468. $295,000.

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA apartment 
with fabulous views. Top floor end unit is 
turnkey furnished. Great walking beach, 
heated pool and weekly rentals permit-
ted. David Moynihan, 941-778-2246. 
#548224. $739,000.

MARINERS COVE Direct bayfront, top 
floor 3BR/2BA, 2,000 sf, gated community, 
two pools, tennis, elevator, protected 
deep-water 35-foot boat slip. Peter Man-
cuso, 941-545-6833 or Dave Moynihan, 
941-720-0089. #543600. $599,900.

GRACIOUS LIVING in this water-
front, updated 3BR/3BA condo. Loft 
overlooking great room. Soaring 
ceilings. 40-foot dock included. Price 
reduced. Peggy Henger, 941-720-0528. 
#332186. $739,000.

REMODELED IN 2007, ground level, 
four units surround private heated pool. 
Steps to the beach. 2BR unit ideal for 
owner. Good rental history and reser-
vations. Owner/Agent. Jacque Davis, 
941-708-5253. #548868. $1,250,000.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND CLUB 2BR/2BA 
turnkey furnished. Enjoy sunsets from 
your balcony over the sugar white sand 
beach, Gulffront, pool, elevator. Great 
rental history. Karen Day, 941-518-3682. 
941-778-2246. #543920. $675,000.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued 

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. 
Island resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take 
pride in my work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 
941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

WINDOW AND DOOR sales since 1996. Florida’s 
best impact windows and doors. Fabric shield, 
storm catcher, Lexan panels, Cox pane buddies, 
aluminum panels, hardware. We have thousands 
of feet of Lexan in stock now. Metro Home Supply 
Inc. 941-359-3799.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

SEASONAL RENTAL: Holmes Beach, 4BR two 
master suites-/3BA, house on canal. Two minutes 
to beach. Heated pool, dock, cable TV, washer/
dryer, garage, designer furnished with tropical 
yard setting. One of the fi nest rentals on Island. 
$1,600/weekly. Call 941-713-0034 or e-mail: beach-
dreams@tampabay.rr.com.

FOR RENT: 2BR/2BA annual, ground fl oor unfur-
nished, $900/month. Seasonals available starting 
at $1,800/month. Please call Kim Fisher, Wagner 
Realty, 941-778-2246. www.wagnerrealty.com.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

GULFFRONT CONDOS: 3BR/2BA, 2BR/2BA, 
1BR/1BA with breathtaking views. Pools, Jacuzzi, 
walk to shops and restaurants. Available weekly, 
monthly, seasonal. 901-301-8299, or e-mail 
captko462@aol.com.

1-4BR DIRECT BEACHFRONT, gorgeous views, 
designer furnished, cable, DVD/VCR, dishwasher, 
phone, quaint village. $975-$2,375/week9 941-713-
0034 or beachdreams@tampabay.rr.com.

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

CHECK US OUT AT www.islander.org !

RENTALS Continued

CORTEZ COTTAGE: QUIET area. Fully furnished, 
walk to water. No smokers. $1,700/month, $500/
week, $100/night, includes utilities. 941-794-5980. 
www.divefi sh.com.

ANNUAL RENTAL: PALMA Sola Park. 3BR/2BA, like 
new, fresh and clean. Small pet OK, nonsmoking. 
Available April 1. $1,500/month. 941-713-3533.

ISLAND CASTLE: FABULOUS French Normandy 
home. 4BR/3BA on best beach and quiet street in 
Anna Maria. 941-794-8202.

FURNISHED MOTHER-IN-LAW apartment, canal 
view with a large deck, dock and saltwater pool to 
share. Apartment has private entrance, bath and 
kitchenette. All utilities except telephone included. 
$350/week or $850/month. Perfect for a clean and 
quiet individual! Please e-mail tlyonsrq@verizon.net 
or call 941-928-8735. Leave message for informa-
tion and availability. 

ANNUAL: HOLMES BEACH. 2BR/2BA, four-car 
garage. Two blocks to beach. Pet friendly. $1,400/
month. Call 941-713-2150.

VACATION IN SMOKEY Mountains: 3BR/2BA 
cabin, turnkey furnished, fi replace on 2.5 acres. 30 
miles from Cherokee Indian reservation, one mile 
from town. Book now. $495/weekly. For informa-
tion, call 352-516-6908 or 352-314-2333. E-mail: 
creativesold@yahoo.com.

AFFORDABLE SEASONAL RENTALS still available. 
Weekly, monthly, bayfront, Gulffront, big, small. Call 
Sato Real Estate for availability. 941-778-7200.

200-FEET TO ROD & Reel Pier: Ground fl oor, fully 
furnished, 2BR/1BA duplex. No pets or smokers. 
Seasonal, $1,500/month, annual, $1,000/month. 
Available April 1. 2007-2008 open. 941-387-8610.

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

TEMPORARY ISLAND RENTAL: Elevated 2BR 
with porch, block to beach. Clean and remodeled. 
Laundry and parking. $495/weekly. $1,495/monthly. 
941-807-5449.

WATERFRONT: SEASONAL. Beach, dock. Free 
use of kayak, pool, exercise room and bicycle. April 
still available. 941-779-9074. E-mail: gwalker43@
hotmail.com.

I’LL SWAP A room on Martha’s Vineyard, summer 
2007 or 2008, for same on Anna Maria, winter 2008. 
Information: sara@vineyard.net.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

TILE, CARPET, LAMINATE supplied and installed. 
Why pay retail? Island resident, many references. 
Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen Floor 
Coverings. 941-792-1367, or 726-1802.

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. 
Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Winton’s Home-Buddy Inc. 
Retired banker, Island resident, converting life-long 
hobby to business. Call 941-705-0275 for free esti-
mates. 

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive dis-
tributor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, 
courteous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. 
Lic.# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

THIRTY-SIX YEARS craftsman experience. Interior, 
exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Pressure wash. 
Driveway paint. Dan Michael, master carpenter. Call 
941-518-3316 .

TUB AND TILE refi nishing: A division of D.J. Murphy 
Painting Inc. Save up to 80 percent over traditional 
remodeling costs. Call us with your kitchen and 
bath needs. Don’t buy new - redo! 941-751-1245. 
Licensed, certifi ed and insured. 

INTERIOR SURFACE RENOVATION: Drywall, tex-
ture, paint, tile, wall and ceiling repairs, Fred Wein-
gartner, 941-586-3656.

RESILIENT PROPERTIES AND renovations: Kitch-
ens, bathrooms, tile work, decks, sheetrock, paint-
ing and more. Reliable work start-to-fi nish. What 
does your home need? Free estimates. Call Thomas 
P. Lass, 941-782-7313.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic. # RR0066450.

GULF CONSTRUCTION INC.: Home remodeling, 
custom carpentry, kitchens, baths, additions. 28 
years experience. Free estimates. Call John, 941-
773-6808. License # CBC1255132. 

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

Call Sandy and Carolyn for info, pricing and locations.

SANDY RICH REALTYSANDY RICH REALTY
9906 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria … 941-779-0034

Your Anna Maria place in the sun …

BIMINI BAY BEAUTY: Luxury in both 
your home and your surroundings.

WHIMSICAL COTTAGE: Updated with 
pool, steps to beach.

EDEN ON A CANAL with room for your 
toys, friends and family.

TOTALLY BEACHY … decor and location. 
Furnishings included!

OPEN HOUSE
206A 66th St • Holmes Beach

Every Sat. and Sun. 2-4pm

2,445 sf, 3BR/2.5BA, loft/den. 
Flex/two-car garage, elevator, 
pool, many upgrades, Gulf 
peeks and more!!!

For more information or to 
show by special appointment, 

call 941-725-2166.
RCB Properties,

Licensed Real Estate Broker.

Let us rent your home or condo 
to one of our qualified tenants 
looking for an annual rental!

Please call Sue or Adele at 941-779-9320.
411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria • www.islandplacerealty.com

Don’t leave the Island without 
taking time to subscribe. You’ll 

get ALL the best news, delivered 
by the mailman every week. Visit 
us at 5404 Marina Drive, Island 
Shopping Center, Holmes Beach 

– or call 
941-778-7978.

Online edition: www.islander.org

JUST VISITING
PARADISE?
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RENTALS Continued

CORTEZ/BRADENTON BEACH AREA: Spacious, 
furnished 1BR/1BA apartment. Full kitchen, dining 
room, living room. Includes utilities, cable, laundry 
room. Community boat ramp, marina. $995/month. 
941-761-2725.

ANNUAL: HOLMES BEACH. 2BR/2BA, lanai, garage. 
Clean, nice quiet area. $1,000/month. 941-776-1789.

ANNUAL RENTAL: HOLMES Beach triplex. 
2BR/1BA, close to all, half block to Gulf, plenty of 
parking, washer and dryer on premises. $1,100/
month with utilities included. Call Van for more infor-
mation at 941-545-3292.

RENTALS Continued

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE: 1,200 sf. Former Wicked 
Candle, 8819 Cortez Road. 1-800-952-1206. 

ANNUAL RENTALS: NORTH Beach Village, 
3BR/2BA, $1,700/month. 2BR/2BA home, Anna 
Maria, $1,400/month. 2BR/2BA apartment, Anna 
Maria, $865/month. Riverfront condo, 2BR/2BA, 
$1,195/month. Cedars East townhome, 3BR/2.5BA, 
$2,750/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 941-778-
2307. www.franmaxonrealestate.com.

FOR RENT: UNFURNISHED effi ciency apartment 
on Pine Avenue, Anna Maria. $700/month. Call 941-
778-5796.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
RENTALS Continued

RENTAL: 900-sf commercial space. Ample parking. 
Pine Avenue, Anna Maria. 941-778-5796.

BEACH GETAWAY: 1 or 2BR, newly remodeled, 
all appliances, screened porch, Internet, cable. For 
pictures, look on www.beachesndreams.net. Call 
1-513-236-5091.

VACATION RENTALS: PALMA Sola Bay town-
house. Pool and boat dock, $699/week. Anna 
Maria Island home, pool and boat dock, 3BR/2BA, 
like new, $990/week. Longboat Village home, 
cozy, 2BR/1BA, $699/week. Real Estate Mart, 
941-756-1090.
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Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional 

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

ANSWERS TO MARCH 28 PUZZLE

RENTALS Continued

ANNUALS: SANDPIPER RESORT 55-plus com-
munity, No. 200, 2BR, $695/month. No. 202, 1BR, 
$550/month. Both have 1BA, turnkey furnished, 
washer and dryer. Includes water, sewer and gar-
bage. On bay, Gulf view. Call 941-920-0868 or 941-
778-4523.

1 AND 2BR APARTMENTS for rent, across the 
street from the beach, water views. Starting at $750/
month. 941-747-3321.

ANNUAL 2BR ELEVATED unit. Freshly remodeled 
with laundry and porch. Private parking. One block 
to beach. $895/month. 941-807-5449.

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

ANNA MARIA: CANALFRONT property: 2BR/2BA 
with views of Tampa Bay. Walking distance to beach, 
shops and restaurants. $739,000. 941-779-1512 or 
941-737-7972.

3BR/2BA: One bedroom used as a den/office/
playroom, enclosed lanai, tiled with carpeted bed-
rooms. 1,400 sf, county water/sewer, citrus trees, 
near Brentwood school in Sarasota. Reduced to 
$274,900. 941-379-4196 or 941-954-7474.

NEW LAKEFRONT CONDOS: Low $300s. Minutes 
to beach, no fl ood, evacuation zone. Hidden Lake 
Real Estate, 941-761-0444. www.HiddenLakeCon-
dominiums.com.

ISLAND CANAL LOT: 75x100 feet, new dock, priced 
to sell quickly. Below market and appraised value, 
$535,000. Call Jake, 941-544-7786. 108 Gull Drive, 
Anna Maria.

BY OWNER: 2BR/1.5BA condo. West of Gulf Drive, 
two pools, covered parking. $399,999. 863-412-
2612. www.cflrealestateonline.com/condo. 5400 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 

CPR: DON’T STRESS out over your property man-
agement fees. Low rates and tiered services. Now 
accepting new rental properties. Call Suzanne, 
941-962-0971, or www.coastalpropertiesrealty.com. 
http://www.coastalpropertiesrealty.com.

LOT: 57.75x114-feet, one block to beach. $520,000. 
Call 941-779-4505 or 941-778-4246. 125 Neptune 
Lane, Holmes Beach.

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887

M
A

#0
01

75
50HOW TO RELAX 

ON AN ISLAND…
Your place, 

your convenience.

Gift Certifi cates Available

RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL: ANNA MARIA. Key West-style ele-
vated home 3BR/3BA, Gulfside with Gulf views. 
Great location. Available October-December 
$2,800/month, January-April, $3,000/month. 
813-545-4175.

GULFFRONT CONDO: HOLMES Beach. 1-2BR, 
totally remodeled, stainless-steel appliances, two 
pools, carport. Seasonal 2008. Two-month mini-
mum. Fabulous beach. 941-795-5060.

ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA with fenced back yard, 
large storage unit and deeded boat slip. $1,650/
month. Available April 1. Please, call Adele at 
941-587-6328.

MINUTES TO BEACHES: Lakeside South, west 
Bradenton. Big 2BR/2BA villa, one-car garage. 941-
720-2804.

HOLMES BEACH: 1BR/1BA 740-sf apartment. 
Includes water, trash, cable and high-speed Inter-
net. First, last and security deposit. Available April 
1. $850/month. 941-587-1456.

SEASONAL: ANNA MARIA lovely ground-level 
home. Approximately 1,000 feet to beach. Can be 
rented as 2BR/1BA or 3BR/2BA with carport. Family 
and living room, wash room, all with air conditioning. 
Nice kitchen and patio. Available 2007 and 2008. 
$2,000/month plus utilities for six months or longer, 
more for shorter stays. 214 Palmetto Ave. Call John, 
813-690-9762. 

2BR/2BA HOME FOR rent or lease to own. Pri-
vate west Bradenton cul-de-sac, near Sugg Middle 
School. $1,100/month. Call CPR, 941-794-1515. 

1BR/1BA ANNUAL: $875/month. Pet OK, heated 
pool, washer and dryer, fenced. 202-Court A 
Haverkos Court, Holmes Beach. 941-720-1006.

ANNUAL: 2BR/2BA, elevated duplex, newly remod-
eled. Storage with washer dryer hookups, covered 
parking. 2415 Ave. C, Bradenton Beach. $950/
month. 941-778-0954. 

ANNUAL RENTALS: HERON Harbor condo, 
2BR/2BA, pool and clubhouse, corner unit. Ground 
fl oor. $1,195/month. Martinique North, Gulffront, 
1BR/1.5BA, fifth floor, bonus view of Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge! $995/month. www.coastlineacco-
modations.com. Call Mike at 941-737-0915.

GREAT LOCATION: 2BR/1BA, one-car garage, 
elevated duplex. Fishing, lakefront, one block to 
beach, laundry facilities, garage. $1,195/month, 
annual. 941-962-4933.

ANNUAL QUAINT 2BR/1BA. Huge deck overlooking bay. 
Wood fl oors, fi replace, lanai, laundry. Freshly painted. 
Small pet OK. $850/month plus. 941-779-9470.

SIX- MONTH RENTAL: Nicely furnished 1BR/1BA 
ground level duplex with large lanai in a quiet 
Holmes Beach neighborhood. Two blocks to beach. 
No smoking. No pets. $800/month, some utilities 
included. Available April 15. Call 813-928-5378, or 
e-mail evergreenproperties@yahoo.com.

ANNA MARIA HOME on open water and steps to 
beaches and City Pier, 3BR/2BA on canal available 
April 1. Weekly or monthly. Call: Deborah Thrasher, 
Re/Max Excellence, 941-518-7738.

ANNUAL: STEPS TO beach, bay. 2BR/1BA, 
enclosed lanai, $775/month. 1BR/1BA, patio, $675/
month. Furnished, water, trash. Sandpiper Mobile 
Park, 55-plus. 941-778-3051.

ANNUAL OR SEMI-ANNUAL: Perico Bay.2BR/2BA 
condo, lake view, pool, gym, two sun rooms. Avail-
able May 1. $1,150/month, includes basic cable. 
First and security. 941-538-9871.

INTERESTED IN MEMORIAL Day or the summer? 
Gorgeous 2BR/2BA house, just steps to beach. 
Available May 15 for weekly rental. Call 941-545-
8488, or checkout http://jjvacations.blogspot.com. 
Be sure to ask about Memorial Day special!

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Celebrating 24 Years of 
Quality & Dependable Service.

Call us for your landscape 
and hardscape needs.

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755

HAUL-AWAY
Removal of all types of trash, debris and junk.

720-2217

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GULF DRIVE NORTH • BRADENTON BEACH, FL

HAROLD SMALL REALTOR®

SINCE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

CEILING & WALL REPAIRS
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

WASH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
DARRIN J. WASH

941.725.0073
STATE LIC. CRC 1329024

Crown Molding Specialist

DOUG EWING ~ 941-737-9115

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

524-2677

Get rid of that honey-do list
Professional courteous service • Free estimates
Windows and doors • Trim and crown molding

Paint work • Kitchens and baths • Concrete work
Tile and wood flooring • Replace rotted wood

Pressure cleaning • Drywall repair
Paver brick work • And many more services offered

ISLAND TAXI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south florida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

BLUE WATER POOL CARE I
N
C

For all your pool care needs call Todd DePatie 941-809-8967

WEEKLY RESIDENTIAL POOL CLEANING
• Pumps • Motors • Filters

Gina’s Island Notary & Wedding Service

ADDITIONAL SERVICES INCLUDE PICK-UP 
AND DELIVERY OF FOOD OR FLOWERS

941-465-5742
$75 flat fee for ceremony
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REAL ESTATE Continued

PERICO ISLAND BY owner. Single 3BR/2BA home, 
beautifully decorated and maintained. Wide-open 
views overlooking preserve from heated, caged 
pool. Buyers agents, 3 percent. $472,000. 941-
794-8360.

BRADENTON BEACH: 2BR/2BA end unit. Huge 
Gulf views from most rooms. Beautiful Tommy 
Bahama-style furnishings. Pool, hot tub, tennis, 
docks. Great vacation home and rental income. By 
owner. $615,000. 941-388-5238.

ISLAND HOME REDUCED: For sale by owner. 
Holmes Beach 3BR, deep-water canal, pool, 
boat dock, many upgrades. $775,000. Call 
941-778-6474.

PALMA SOLA: HEATED pool. 3BR/2BA, two-car 
garage. Immaculate, light and bright and only 10 
minutes to the beach. $289,900. Denise Langlois, 
Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

PRE-FORECLOSURE SALE: $499,999. My loss is 
your gain! Selling $50,000 below purchase price. 
3BR/2BA beautiful home, recently remodeled and 
redecorated on quiet drive. 413 Bay Palms Drive. 
Contact owner/broker, Fisher Real Estate Inc. 941-
932-0480.

REDUCED $100,000! Open water view and steps 
to north-end beach and city piers. Mangroves sur-
round this 3BR/2BA home with Florida room, new 
tile, new kitchen cabinets, hot tub and large boat 
dock. New price, $699,900. Bring offers. Call Debo-
rah Thrasher, RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-7738. 
Deborahthrasher@remax.net. 

NEW LISTING! KEY West-style home, steps to 
beach and bay. Breezy 2BR/2BA home with den, 
open lanai, new wood floors throughout, work-
shop and room for RV and boat parking with two 
entrances to property. Offered at $569,000. Call 
Deborah Thrasher, RE/MAX Excellence, 941-518-
7738. Deborahthrasher@remax.net. 

2BR/2BA MOBILE HOME in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Land-owned, turnkey furnished. 12x20-foot deck in 
back, golf cart included. Reduced, $145,000. 941-
761-4532. 215 71st St., Holmes Beach.

HOLMES BEACH: CLEAN custom 1950s ranch, 
2,100 sf, attached large effi ciency. Boat dock avail-
able. Opportunity now before I list. $539,000 or best 
offer. Show anytime. 513-378-9100.

LONGBOAT DUPLEX: 4-6BR on canal, deeded 
beach access. Use it, rent it out or redevelop. 
$699,900. Mary Ann Namack, Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE Continued

BAY WATCH CONDO on the bay, just steps from 
beach. Spacious 2BR/2BA, turnkey furnished. 
Heated pool, boat/fishing dock on Intracoastal 
Waterway. $359,000. Karen Horner, Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate Inc. 941-730-4304.

392 FIREHOUSE LANE: North Longboat Key, steps 
to beach and pool. Built 2004, upscale and stylish, 
former model home. 2BR/2BA, den plus loft. Main-
tained community. Priced to sell. $998,500. EWM 
Realtors Inc. www.luxuryhomes-condos.com. 305-
632-0449.

BRAND NEW, MAINTENANCE-free villas at Palma 
Sola Trace! Five minutes to the beach and pricing 
under $300,000! Great open fl oor plans with two 
or three bedrooms and loaded with included fea-
tures! Call 941-794-6101, or stop by the Henderson 
Brothers Homes model at 3803 Bridelcrest Lane, 
Bradenton, today!

$65,900: FOURTH BAYSHORE Condominium Asso-
ciation. Furnished 1BR/1BA, newly renovated condo-
minium. Third fl oor with lanai. 15 minutes from Anna 
Maria Island. Condo complex includes pool, bocce 
and shuffl e board courts and clubhouse. This is a 55-
plus community. 978-808-2072 or 941-739-9549.

LONGBOAT KEY VILLAGE home: 3BR/2BA, two-
bay garage, unique master bedroom suite. Fire-
place, hot tub, everything updated. $719,000. Real 
Estate Mart, 941-756-1090. 

ISLAND DUPLEX: QUALITY block construction with 
huge garage. One block to beach. $487,000 or best 
offer. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

KEY ROYALE CANAL home: Tastefully remodeled. 
3BR/2BA, pool, spa, boat dock. Appraisal $920,000, 
now $789,000. Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

BAYSHORE BEAUTY: ALL remodeled 4BR/2BA 
home. Community pool and marina. $229,900. Call 
agent/owner direct, 941-356-1456.

FOR SALE BY owner: Deep-water canal home, 
Anna Maria. Lot, 75x125-feet, 2BR/3BA, in-law suite, 
offi ce, screened lanai, new seawall, 20-foot dock 
with 10,000 -b. boat lift, fi replace, wooden cathe-
dral living room, working well/pump, new duct work 
throughout, two sheds. Far below appraised value. 
Call for appointment, 941-447- 6668. Principals only. 
Home will not last, is by far best buy on Island. 

WEST BRADENTON BY owner: Inspection, 10am-
5pm Saturday and Sunday, March 24-25. 2BR/1BA 
condo. New kitchen, new carpet. $69,500 or best 
offer. Home will be sold Sunday night to highest 
bidder. 941-685-7035 or jtvp2@aol.com.

FIND GREAT DEALS on wheels and everything 
else in The Islander, 778-7978. 
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HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY EVERY WEEK for WEDNESDAY’S PAPER: Classified advertising must be paid in advance. We accept ads 
by fax with credit card information, 778-9392, at our Web site (secure server) www.islander.org, and by direct e-mail at classifieds@islander.
org. Office hours: 9 to 5, Monday-Friday, (Saturday 10 to 2 as needed). 

CLASSIFIED RATES – BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL: Minimum rate is $10 for up to 20 WORDS. Additional words: Each additional word over 
20 is 50 cents, Box: $3, One- or two-line headlines, line rate plus 25 cents per word.

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD AND VISA! You can charge your classified advertising in person or by phone. We are sorry, but due to the high 
volume of calls we can not take classified ad copy over the telephone. To place an ad by phone, please be prepared to FAX or e-mail your copy 
with your credit card information. (see below)
USE THIS FORM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: One word per blank space for minimum charge – 20 words.

Fax: 941 778-9392
Phone: 941 778-7978

E-mail classifi eds@islander.org

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 1

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 2

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 3

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
SINCE 1975 • OPEN SAT.

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFYING BACK FLOWS

5508 MARINA DR.,HOLMES BEACH

OR
778-4461

(C
F

C
05

77
78

)

LONGBOAT KEY PAINTING & DESIGN, INC.

Faux painting • Cabinet refinishing
Furniture restoration • Custom painting

Jackson Holmes, owner           (941) 812-3809

Asphalt • Seal Coating • Repair • Striping

HANNA PAVEMENT SERVICES INC.
941-761-8546

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

We Come To You
• Antennas
• Power
 Trunks

• Mirrors
• Locks
• Door Handles

POWERUPAUTO.COM • SINCE 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
FREE ESTIMATES • FL MV-46219

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape 
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655
www.CreativeVistas.com

LIC# CBC1253145

Impact Hurricane 
Windows & Doors

Are you storm ready?
FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045

RESILIENT
PROPERTIES & 
RENOVATIONS
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Tilework • Decks
Sheetrock • Painting & More …
What Does Your Home Need?
Thomas P. Lass
Resilient01@aol.com

941-782-7313
Fax 941-792-8293 

FREE
ESTIMATES

WASH       CONSTRUCTION

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1988
Darrin J. Wash • State Lic. CRC 1329024

941.725.0073

Renovation Specialist • All Carpentry Repairs

Completing more than 2,000 
jobs on Anna Maria Island

AUTO ACCIDENT

Don’t suffer
Relief is a phone call away

792-3777
6607 3rd Ave. W. • Bradenton

The Paver Brick Store
8208 Cortez Road W. Bradenton 34210 (941) 794-6504

9:00 AM til Noon, or by Appointment
Pool Deck, Patio and Driveway Renovations

Design - Build
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE Continued

CANAL HOME: ABSOLUTELY the best buy! Lovely 
Island 2BR2/2BA furnished home with brand new 
kitchen, new windows, 45-foot dock and electric 
boat lift. One-car garage, circular drive. Perfect 
Island retreat! $514,900. Denise Langlois, Coldwell 
Banker, 941-725-4425.

CANALFRONT CONDO: Westbay Point & Moor-
ings. Light and bright 2BR/2BA, turnkey furnished, 
tropical foliage. Watch the sunset from your lanai 
overlooking canal. Enjoy tennis, heated pool, spa. 
Walk to restaurants and shopping. $325,000. Denise 
Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

SANDPIPER 55-PLUS mobile park: 1BR/1BA with 
share. Newly remodeled, new appliances, new 
fl oors, furnished, bright and cheery. $185,000. Call 
941-779-4634.

ISLAND DUPLEX: WATER view, close to the Rod 
& Reel Pier, just steps to the beach, great rental 
history. Asking price $369,000. Owner fi nancing 
available. 941-219-1042.

BEACH COTTAGES: 1 and 2BR.100 steps to the 
beach, great view of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge. 
Asking price starting at $195,000. Owner fi nancing 
available. 941-747-3321.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

BUY NOW! COASTAL North Carolina land or homes. 
Low taxes and insurance. Call today! Coastal Caro-
lina Lifestyle Realty, 800-682-9951. www.Coastal-
CarolinaLifestyle.info.

NORTH CAROLINA PROPERTY: New homes, land, 
resort property. James Hill Realty. www.JamesHill-
Realty.com. 919-471-8668.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

BEAUTIFUL NORTH CAROLINA: Winter season 
is here! Must see the beautiful peaceful western 
North Carolina mountain homes, cabins, acreage 
and investments. Cherokee Mountain GMAC Real 
Estate. cherokeemountainrealty.com. Call for free 
brochure, 800-841-5868.

THE BEST LAND values in coastal Georgia! As 
much as 30 percent below recent appraisals. One-
plus-acre marsh view from $49,900. One-plus-acre 
marshfront from $124,900. Gated entrance, marina 
access and more. 90 minutes to Jacksonville. 30 
minutes to Savannah. Grand opening sale Saturday, 
March 31. Call now! 888-525-3725, ext. 2228.

GOT NORTH GEORGIA mountain fever? We have 
the cure. We can help you fi nd the perfect place 
here. Sales and rentals. Toccoa Wilderness Realty 
and Cabin Rental LLC. www.ToccoaWildernessRe-
altyandCabinRental.com. 706-632-2606, or 706-
435-8735. NorthGeorgia4Sale@tds.net.

VIEWS, WATERFALL: SCARCE fi nd in Ashe County, 
N.C., mountains. 50 acres with 3BR/2.5BA home. 
Two-car garage, heated basement. $1,250,000. 
Ashe High Country Realty, 888-216-8299.

ASHEVILLE, N.C., AREA acreage: Breathtak-
ing 1.6-plus-acre parcel with spectacular 25-mile 
mountain views. 30 minutes to Asheville. Owner’s 
lodge on river, amenities. Other parcels available. 
$189,900. Call 866-432-7361.

NORTH CAROLINA: LAKE property sale April 28. 
Large acreage, lake access, community pool, much 
more. Call for details, 866-930-5263.

WATERFRONT: Sick of the city? Beautiful 2.5 acres 
on the crystal clear Santa Fe River. 20 minutes to 
Gainesville. $228,000. 352-275-4077.

REAL ESTATE Continued

2BR/2BA, garage, lanai. Close to beaches and 
shopping. New appliances and landscaping, com-
munity pool, tennis and more. For details, see www.
becktechinc.com/house, or call 941-730-1078. 4103 
43rd Ave. W., Bradenton.

50-by-110-FOOT LOT in Anna Maria. Owner will 
fi nance. No streets to cross to the beach! $480,000. 
813-837-6224. 117 Willow Ave. 

HOLMES BEACH: BEACH house. 2.5 blocks from 
beach on 50x100-foot lot. $389,900. 941-587-1456.

ON THE GULF: North Shore, two home investment 
property. Turnkey 3BR/2BA homes. Panoramic Gulf 
view and beach. $2,800,000. 941-928-7821.

MUST RELOCATE: DREAM deal on Island at 
$544,000. Home in great condition, deep-water 
canal, large boat dock, decks. 2BR/2BA, updates. 
See it at www.byowner.com or 24-hour hotline, 1-
877-940-7777, or 941-779-2807 for personal tour. 

LITTLE HOME IN Cortez: 2BR/1BA, laundry inside. 
No restrictions, no association. $229,900. By owner, 
call 941-761-9512. 

SINGLE-WIDE 50-FOOT mobile home: 2BR/2BA 
newly remodeled. All appliances, enclosed lanai. 
Five miles to beach. Lease, $300/month. $12,900 or 
best offer. 941-447-6113. Royal Garden Estates.

PERICO BAY CLUB: Unbelievable bay views from 
this updated 3BR/2BA condo. New granite, Italian 
porcelain tile, carpet, custom closets, plantation 
shutters, designer furnishings and so much more. A 
must see at $550,000. E-mail barbfreeman@alltel.
net, or call 859-264-8644 for your viewing.

5214 State Rd 64 East • Bradenton, FL 34208

DIANE MOORE
Cell, 941-704-0436

Offi ce, 941-748-3050
LadyRiverDi@aol.com

PRESTIGIOUS
SPORTSMAN’S
HARBOR Sailboat
water, direct access 
to Tampa Bay. Walk 
to the tranquil 
beaches to enjoy the 
surf and beautiful 
sunsets. 3/4BR/2BA. 
New roof, appliances, 
tile and carpet. 
$749,000.

HISTORIC CORTEZ VILLAGE 
Directly on Sarasota Bay in a 
unique area of Florida history 
and just minutes to the tranquil 
beaches. 3BR/2BA, 2,378 sf with 
air-conditioned workshop. Large 
lot, 290x61-foot. $949,000.

HISTORIC CORTEZ VILLAGE Deep 
lot, 320x65-foot on Sarasota Bay. 
Fisherman’s paradise. 3,300 sf covered 
dock extending 200 feet into the bay 
with several boat slips, two are sailboat. 
Minutes to the beaches. Zoned for 
light commercial. $1,190,000. 

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EVENINGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

ANNUAL RENTALS

Brand new home located at 1119 59th St. 
N.W. Bradenton. This home is brand new 
overlooking the Manatee River. It is 4BR/4BA, 
fireplace, large kitchen. It includes a three-car 
garage and great views. Must see. $7,000/
month. For more details call 941-778-2291 
or 941-526-9833.

4208 NE 2nd Ave St. Ct. Bradenton.
3BR/3BA canalfront home for rent 
located in the Inlets. Fenced backyard, 
large screened-in lanai overlooking the 
water. Newly updated! $1,800/month. 
For more details call 941-778-2291 or 
941-526-9833.

4220 NE 2nd Ave St. Ct. Bradenton.
3BR/2BA canalfront home for rent 
located in the Inlets. Boat dock, 
fenced backyard and updated. 
$1,800/month. For more details call 
941-778-2291 or 941-526-9833.

RON HAYES

One of the biggest names 
in mortgages is right in 

your own backyard.

 So, whatever your mortgage
needs – fixed rate, adjustable rate, jumbo, government,
call Ron locally for a free consultation at
(941) 761-9808 (24 hours) or (800) 559-8025.

When you choose Chase you
are guaranteed by a variety

of products offered by one of the
nation’s top mortgage lenders.
Plus, the knowledge of loan
officers like Ron Hayes who
are familiar with and dedicated
to your local community.

5508C MARINA DRIVE • 778-0807 • 800-956-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

32 Years of Professional Service

EXPERIENCE - REPUTATION - RESULTS
KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT Golf course view. $690,000. 

HERON’S WATCH 3BR/2BA, like-new quality home 10 minutes to 
beaches. $299,000.

LUXURY WATERFRONT VILLA Boat dock, 3BR/2BA, immaculate, updated. 
Designer kitchen, glassed lanai, tennis, pools, covered parking. $649,900.
SUNBOW 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $449,000.
BAYVIEW 4-5BR/4BA includes guest quarters, large master suite. $998,000. 
BEST BUYS: ADULT COMMUNITY from $60,000, heated pool, near 

shopping, dining and transportation. 
HARBOUR VILLA CLUB 2BR/2BA, turnkey, boat dock. $749,900.

PINEBROOK AND IRONWOOD $139,000 to $263,900.
DESOTO SQUARE VILLA 2BR/2BA, gated, pool clubhouse. $175,000. 

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual. 

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  (941) 713 - 4755      (800) 771 6043

SANDY POINTE: Impeccably maintained 2BR/2BA condo in 
central Holmes Beach within walking distance to shops, restaurants, 
and the beach!  No rental restrictions make this condo an instant 
income producer. Heated pool, covered parking, storage, washer 
dryer, and new water heater! Don’t wait come see this tastefully 
done unit today! $325,000.
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110 13TH ST. S., ANNA MARIA ISLAND
– Spectacular bay views from this darling 2BR/1BA 
cottage fully updated with custom dock and large 
deck. Very private with lovely yard. $989,000

408 S. BAY BLVD., ANNA MARIA ISLAND.
Visit this stunning contemporary on the north end of 
Anna Maria Island. Amazing views, a sweeping grand 
entrance wreathed with jasmine and many fine touches 
all make this a very special home. $1,600,000

309 59TH ST, HOLMES BEACH – 3BR/2BA custom 
built by Quality Builders. Centrally located in heart 
of Holmes Beach, walk to restaurants, library and 
beach. Many fine finishes including cathedral and high 
ceilings, granite, hardwood flooring and cathedral 
screened lanai and pavered patio. $769,000.

8027 MARINA DRIVE, BIMINI BAY – Custom built 
by Gulf Coast Builders at end of a cul-de-sac on the 
bay. Five luxurious suites each beautifully appointed. 
Dramatic architecture and finishes like distressed hand-
planed maple flooring, Key West gold granite, gourmet 
kitchen and so much more. Pool, dock, fabulous views 
and privacy. Spectacular!.  $2,595,000. 

NEW LISTING

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A        rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

BAY PALMS WATERFRONT HOME
3BR/2BA canalfront. Private dock. Direct access to Tampa Bay and 
Intracoastal Waterway. $599,000.

WESTBAY POINT & MOORINGS CONDO
2BR/2BA turnkey furnished, tennis, heated pool, water view, near 
shopping, library and restaurants. $389,000.

PLAYA ENCANTADA TOWNHOUSE
2BR/2.5BA turnkey furnished with direct view of Gulf. New kitchen, 
tile, heated pool, tennis, garage. $899,900.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT
3BR/2BA home. Tile, pavers, fence, room for pool, new dock, direct 
access to Tampa Bay. $699,900.

KEY WEST WATERFRONT
4BR/3BA spectacular pool home with gorgeous view of Bimini Bay 
with 9,000 lb. boat lift! $1,700,000.

BIMINI BAY
Spacious 4BR/3BA pool home with 253-foot waterfront. Deep 
water, two docks and lushly landscaped. $1,850,000.

GULF PLACE CONDO
2BR/2BA turnkey furnished, large master suite with Jacuzzi tub, 
screened porch, heated pool, tennis. $969,900.

ANNA MARIA CONTEMPORARY
4BR/2BA open plan, vaulted ceiling, elevator, four-car garage. 
Bamboo fl ooring, turnkey furnished. Near beach. $1,350,000.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE
3BR/2.5BA townhouse. New tile and carpet. Freshly painted. Two-
car garage, storage area could be offi ce, pool. $499,900.

• SHOREWALK CONDOS 2BR/2BA turnkey from $175,000.

• TRADEWINDS RESORT VILLA - 1BR/1BA, Pool. $325,900.

• KEY ROYALE BAYFRONT - 3BR/2.5BA, Dock. $2,150,000.

• WILDEWOOD SPRINGS CONDO - 2BR/2BA, Patio. $299,900.

• UPDATED DUPLEX – 2107 Avenue B. $596,900

• SUN PLAZA WEST CONDOS - 2BR/2BA. From $529,900.

• PERIWINKLE COTTAGE - 2BR, Close to Beach. $649,900.

• GULF PLACE CONDO 3BR/2BA direct Gulf view. $995,000.

• ANNA MARIA NEAR BEACH House and cottage. $848,000.

• RUNAWAY BAY CONDO 1BR/1BA Water view. $349,000.

• SEASIDE BEACH HOUSE CONDO Direct Gulf view. $799,900.

• FLAMINGO CAY WATERFRONT – 3BR/2BA, pool. $859,000.

• WATERS EDGE CONDO 2BR/2BA Direct Gulffront. $959,900.

• GULF PLACE CONDOS Turnkey furnished. From $869,900.

• SARASOTA BAYFRONT PARADISE – 3BR/2.5BA, $1,124,900.

• RIVERVIEW BOULEVARD CAPE COD – 3BR/2BA. $529,900.

REAL ESTATE LLC

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

ANNA MARIA
ISLAND

ANNUAL and SEASONAL 
RENTALS 

6101 MARINA DR., HOLMES BEACH

For Expert Advice On Island Property

CALL CHRIS & JOHN

941-778- 6066
CHRISTINE T. SHAW AND 

JOHN VAN ZANDT, REALTORS

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

LAKE ACCESS BARGAIN: One-plus acres, $34,900 
with free boat slips! Rare opportunity to own land on 
spectacular 160,000-acre recreational lake! Mature 
oak and hickory, park-like setting with lake access. 
Paved road, underground utilities. Excellent fi nanc-
ing. Prime waterfronts available. Call now, 800-704-
3154, ext. 916.

WATERFRONT! 2.25 ACRES, $199,900. Williams-
burg, Va., area. Beautifully wooded, serene set-
ting, wide water views. Build when ready. Excellent 
fi nancing. Call now, 800-732-6601, ext.1287.

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

COASTAL GEORGIA: 57.92 acres, $199,900! Georgia/Flor-
ida border. Mature pines, abundant wildlife. Only an hour 
from Jacksonville, Fla.! Call now, 904-206-5114, ext. 1195.

GEORGIA/FLORIDA BORDER: Huge savings! 23.55 acres, 
only $99,900, was $124,900, coastal region. Wooded, 
loaded with wildlife. Easy drive to St. Simons Island! Subdi-
vision potential! Call now, 800-898-4409, ext. 1178.

NEW PRICE! 10-plus acres, $299,000! Upscale, eques-
trian, gated community! 200-year-old oaks. Established lush 
pastures. Paved private roads, underground utilities. Ocala 
area, two miles from HITS! Excellent fi nancing! Call 866-
352-2249, ext.1156.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued 

TENNESSEE LAKE BARGAIN: Three-plus acres, 
$19,900. Free boat slips! Save $5,000 during pre-
construction sale! Enjoy access to private, Jimmy 
Houston-endorsed bass lake. Paved roads, utilities, 
soils tested. Lakefront available. Excellent fi nancing. 
Call now, 866-685-2562, ext. 1006.

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS: LOG cabin shell on two 
private acres near very wide trout stream in the 
Galax area and New River State Park, $139,500. 
Owner, 866-789-8535.

GEORGIA LAND BARGAINS! 20-plus acres. Great 
price, location and fi nancing! www.gaforest.com.



40 n MARCH 28, 2007 n THE ISLANDER


	01 03-28-07.pdf
	02 03-28-07.pdf
	03  03-28-07.pdf
	04 03-28-07.pdf
	05 03-28-07.pdf
	06 03-28-07.pdf
	07 03-28-07.pdf
	08 03-28-07.pdf
	09 03-28-07.pdf
	10 03-28-07.pdf
	11 03-28-07.pdf
	12  03-28-07.pdf
	13 03-28-07.pdf
	14 03-28-07.pdf
	15 03-28-07.pdf
	16 03-28-07.pdf
	17 03-28-07.pdf
	18  03-28-07.pdf
	19 03-28-07.pdf
	20 03-28-07.pdf
	21 03-28-07.pdf
	22 03-28-07.pdf
	23 03-28-07.pdf
	24 03-28-07.pdf
	25 03-28-07.pdf
	26 03-28-07.pdf
	27 03-28-07.pdf
	28 03-28-07.pdf
	29 03-28-07.pdf
	30 03-28-07.pdf
	31 03-28-07.pdf
	32 03-28-07.pdf
	33 03-28-07.pdf
	34 03-28-07.pdf
	35 03-28-07.pdf
	36 03-28-07.pdf
	37 03-28-07.pdf
	38 03-28-07.pdf
	39 03-28-07.pdf
	40 03-28-07.pdf

