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CART joining 
statewide alliance  

for tax reform
By Rick Catlin

Islander Reporter
 The grass-roots Citizens Against Runaway Taxation 
formed in 2004 in Holmes Beach by Island residents 
and business owners dissatisfied with high property tax 
increases every year is merging with other tax protest 
organizations statewide to form a group to be known 
as the Florida Taxpayers Alliance.
 CART executive director Don Schroder of Holmes 
Beach said that CART, along with the Homeowners Against 
Rising Taxation organization, will both join the FTA.
 Schroder spoke to The Islander in advance of an 
expected Monday, March 19, announcement by CART 
about the affiliation plan.
 “It was obvious to our groups that we had similar 
goals,” Schroder said.
 In addition, Schroder was to speak about tax reform, 
CART and the FTA at the Rotary Club noon luncheon 
Tuesday, March 20, at the BeachHouse Restaurant in 
Bradenton Beach.
 The current session of the Florida Legislature is 
considering a number of tax reform proposals, includ-
ing an increase of the sales tax to 10 percent, while at 
the same time eliminating or limiting ad valorem tax 
rates. The legislature is also considering the methods of 
valuation used by the various county property apprais-
ers in Florida that operate in a non-home rule county.
 Schroder and CART have long campaigned for tax 
appraisal reform, claming that the “highest and best use” 
appraisal method used on the Island by the Manatee County 
Property Appraiser’s Office is killing off “mom-and-pop” 
motels and businesses who can no longer afford to operate 
because of gargantuan tax increases the past five years.

North Carolina fire burns Islanders’ summer home
The chimney is 
all that remains 
of this home in 
Bryson City, N.C., 
near the home of 
former Anna Maria 
Mayor Gary Def-
fenbaugh, after a 
forest fire March 
11 consumed more 
than 100 acres 
and nine homes 
— one of them 
Deffenbaugh’s 
summer home — in 
the Grassy Branch 
community near 
Bryson City. Photo 
courtesy: Ashe-
ville-Citizen Times, 
Bill Sanders

By Rick Catlin 
Islander Reporter

 Former Anna Maria Mayor Gary Deffenbaugh and 
wife Elaine always thought the hills of western North 
Carolina was a great place for a summer home, far 
away from the hurricanes that always seem to threaten 
Florida from June to November.
 They purchased their summer house in 1985 in 
Bryson City, about 65 miles west of Asheville, near 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
 During the past few years, they’ve moved a number 
of family items, heirlooms and memorabilia to their 
“safe” North Carolina home to ensure those items 
wouldn’t be lost in a hurricane.
 Alas, the hills of North Carolina turned out to con-
tain something just as deadly as a hurricane.
 On Sunday, March 13, a raging brush fire tore 
through 100 acres of land just outside Bryson City,  
destroying Deffenbaugh’s summer home along with 
eight other residences and damaging 25 additional 
houses.
 “It was a total loss,” said Gary Deffenbaugh. The 
cause of the fire is still under investigation, he said, but 
preliminary reports indicate someone may have been 
burning trash without a permit and the fire got out of 
control.
 “It’s the biggest fire ever in that county,” he 
added.
 He and his family are traveling to North Carolina 
this week to inspect the damage first-hand.
 “From what I’ve been told, there’s nothing left but 
rubble. Everything inside was lost. We’ll just have to 
go see.”

Baptist church marks 20 years, name change
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 The Baptist church on the Island showcased the old 
and the new during services March 18.
 The church celebrated its 20th year in the sanctuary 
at 8605 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria.
  The church also officially announced a name 
change — from Island Baptist Church to Crosspointe 

Fellowship.
 The new name has been in circulation for several 
weeks — mentioned at a public meeting in Holmes 
Beach and displayed to motorists one morning when 
a “Crosspointe Fellowship” sign prematurely went up 
outside the church, then quickly came down.
 The new name reflects the church’s effort to estab-

PLEASE SEE church, NExT PAGE
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lish a second campus in Parrish and possibly additional 
campuses in the future.
 “It is logical to have a name that can be used in mul-
tiple locations,” the church said in a statement released 
March 14. “Additionally, the visitors here on the Island 
and those in the Parrish area are from a wide range of 
backgrounds. We believe Crosspointe Fellowship will 
provide a warm welcome no matter the individual’s 
background.
 “As all of us on the islands are aware, there are some 
radical changes taking place,” the statement continued. 

Celebrating 20 years, new fellowship
Island Baptist Church celebrated the 20th anniversary of its sanctuary and began a new chapter in history 
with the official name change to Crosspointe Felloship Sunday, March 18. The Rev. Dale Lawson and his wife, 
Irene, took a moment to pose with the church’s new sign. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

“Demographically, many of the year ’round residents 
have been forced off the islands because of escalat-
ing prices, insurance and taxes. As a result, churches 
on barrier islands are seeing their core memberships 
decline as fewer residents are staying year ’round.”
 While work takes place to establish the Par-
rish campus and build membership on the mainland, 
Crosspointe Fellowship will continue to serve Island-
ers, seasonal visitors and vacationers at the Gulf Drive 
location.
 The church also will continue with its current struc-
ture, doctrinal views and denominational affiliations 
with the Manatee Baptist Association, the Florida Bap-
tist Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Church changes name
ConTInueD FroM PAGe 1

Anna Maria 
commercial height: 

still 27 feet
 The story in the March 14 issue of The Islander regard-
ing the Anna Maria planning and zoning board’s recom-
mendations on the comprehensive plan and future land-use 
map contained an error regarding the board’s recommenda-
tion for the height of commercial construction.
 The story inadvertently indicated the board had rec-
ommended the commercial height limit as proposed in 
the comp plan be changed from 27 feet to 37 feet.
 However, the board did not adopt any change to the 
27-foot recommendation for new commercial construc-
tion as the story  stated, and voted 4-2 to recommend 
the 27-foot height limit.
 The Anna Maria City Commission will schedule a 
final public hearing on the comp plan and FLUM after 
it receives the recommendations from the P&Z board.

Civic group explores 
Grassy Point

 The Holmes Beach Civic Association is sched-
uled to meet Saturday, March 24, to hear from Holmes 
Beach public works superintendent Joe Duennes.
 Two topics on the agenda for the meeting are the 
city’s efforts to create linear parks and to establish the 
Grassy Point preserve.
 Holmes Beach Mayor rich Bohnenberger has made 
creating linear parks — turning public dead space into 
green space — a priority for the next year. He is work-
ing with Duennes and the city’s parks and beautification 
committee on the project.
 Meanwhile, an effort to revitalize and preserve the 
natural habitat known as Grassy Point is under way. The 
city is working with the Sarasota Bay estuary Program 
on the campaign.
 The civic association will meet at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Island Branch Library, 5701 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.
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Meetings
Anna Maria City
March 22, 7 p.m., city commission meeting, Holmes 
Beach City Hall.
Anna Maria City Hall is temporarily housed in the 
annex building at Island Baptist Church, 8605 Gulf 
Drive, Anna Maria, 708-6130, www.cityofannamaria.
com.

Bradenton Beach 
None scheduled.
Bradenton Beach City Hall, 107 Gulf Drive N., 
778-1005, www.cityofbradentonbeach.org.

Holmes Beach
March 27, 7 p.m., city commission meeting.
Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, 
708-5800, www.holmesbeachfl.org.

Of Interest
March 21, 3 p.m., Coalition of Barrier Island Elected 
Officials meeting at Holmes Beach City Hall, CAN-
CELED.
March 26, 9:30 a.m., Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization meeting, Sudakoff Hall, USF-
New College Campus, Sarasota.

Island rebounds from tourism slump

No slump in tourism here
Visitors and locals alike have been flocking to Anna Maria Island in droves recently as evidenced by this beach 
crowd at the Manatee Public Beach in Holmes Beach last week, which was also spring break for many of 
Florida’s public colleges and universities. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 It probably doesn’t take the latest occupancy 
reports from the Bradenton Area Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau to tell Islanders that tourism this winter 
season is up from last year. Just watch all the traffic on 
Gulf Drive any afternoon.
 And an upswing in tourism is confirmed by the 
latest CVB figures, which show February occupancy 
for Anna Maria Island resorts was 70 percent compared 
with 59.6 percent for the same month last year. Overall 
occupancy in the CVB reporting area was 74.1 percent, 
up from 71.5 percent for February 2006.
 “The season has been going great,” said Anna Maria 
Island Chamber of Commerce executive director Mary 
Ann Brockman. “It’s very, very good, and while we still 
have a few vacancies on occasion, we’ve been able to 
fill most of them quickly.”
 Brockman credited a recent article in Life magazine 
that picked Anna Maria Island as a top beach destina-
tion as one of the reasons for the upsurge. The Internet 
Web site TripAdvisor.com also named the Island as a 
“sought-after” destination.
 “That, and I think our marketing program has been 
very successful. People are starting to learn about the Island 
and we certainly seem to be full of people,” she said.
 In fact, a lot of people are just driving to the Island 
and looking for a hotel room, restaurant or retail shop-
ping. The chamber had 1,976 walk-in requests for infor-
mation in February, a record for that month.
 Island hoteliers and accommodation owners agreed 
that this winter season — so far — is better than last 
year.
 “We were 100 percent booked in February and it’s 
the same for March,” said Jeff Gerry of the White Sands 
Resort in Holmes Beach. “We don’t have any opening 
until April 15.”
 At Haley’s Motel in Holmes Beach, owner Sabina 
Musel-Buehler agreed it’s been a good season. March 
occupancy is near 100 percent, with just a few vacan-
cies remaining, and reservations through the first week 
of April have booked the property nearly 100 percent.
 “It only opens up a bit after April,” she said.
 The Club Bamboo Resort in Bradenton Beach has 
also seen a solid winter season, according to manager 
Marge Moran.
 “We did very good in February and March is look-
ing good, even better than last year. We’ve got just a 
few openings left and I expect those will be gone soon,” 
Moran said. 
 She noted that the resort gets a lot of walk-in traffic 
and, this season, vacant rooms don’t stay vacant long. 

And there doesn’t appear to be a slow-down until after 
Easter. “We’ve got a lot of advance reservations for 
April. That’s encouraging.”
 Barbara Rodocker of the BridgeWalk Resort in Bra-
denton Beach said the season has been “very well.” 
Fact is, occupancy for the entire year is up from 2006 
at this time.
 “People are back,” said an enthusiastic Rodocker.
 And they seem to enjoy dining out, according to 
Ed Chiles, owner of the Sandbar Restaurant in Anna 
Maria, the BeachHouse Restaurant in Bradenton Beach, 
and the Mar Vista Restaurant on Longboat Key.
 “Our sales were up 6 percent in February and 
March is looking pretty firm,” he said, noting that the 
Sandbar continued to have good business, despite the 
current renovation project which, he said, should be 
completed in about two weeks.
 “Everyone I’ve spoken with is really looking for-
ward to completion of the project and the opening of 
the pavilion.”
 At the Sun House Restaurant in Bradenton Beach, 

owner Angela Rodocker said sales have been way up 
compared with last season, and restaurant patrons are 
coming later and staying longer.
 “It’s been a great season. Certainly the best in the 
past few years,” she said.
 CVB executive director Larry White said that mar-
keting and advertising campaigns, word of mouth and 
stories such as the one in Life magazine “all add up” to 
a resurgence in tourism.
 The previous two winter seasons, the Island has 
suffered from the effects of an unusual number of hur-
ricanes, red tide and beach renourishment. With tour-
ism on the rebound, “I hope we’ve turned the corner,” 
White said. 
 He was also pleased with the marketing program 
that will bring jazz music and musicians — and Euro-
pean visitors — to the Island this summer. Add in the 
fact that the start date of Florida public schools has 
been pushed back an additional two weeks in August, 
giving Florida families their traditional “beach break” 
that month, and White is “positive about the future.”
 But the future for Florida tourism may not be as 
bright as that of the Islands.
 Tourism to the Orlando area is off more than 10 
percent this year and the resulting short fall in revenues 
from the “bed tax” has prompted officials to push for a 
1 percent increase in the tax for Osceola, Orange and 
Seminole counties.

Flower power, flower show March 21
Anna Maria Elementary School fourth-grade students Emma Terry and Haleigh Moynahan won a poster 
contest, inking this advertisement for the Anna Maria Garden Club’s annual Penny Flower Show. On March 
2, the garden club’s Susan Fernald presented each girl a $25 check for their poster. The show, sponsored by 
The Islander newspaper, takes place, as the poster promises, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 21, at 
Roser Memorial Community Church, 512 Pine Ave., Anna Maria. The show includes penny “votes” for floral 
arrangements, a bake sale, a plant sale and a raffle. 
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Attorney conflict OK’d by Bradenton Beach commission
By Paul Roat

	 Waiver	of	any	conflict	of	interest	involving	a	city	
business	has	been	granted	to	a	city	attorney	by	the	Bra-
denton	Beach	City	Commission.
	 Ricinda	Perry,	who	with	Ralf	Brooks	represents	the	
city	on	legal	matters	in	her	capacity	as	a	member	of	the	
law	firm	of	Lewis,	Longman	and	Walker	P.A.,	was	granted	
a	waiver	by	the	city	commission	to	represent	the	Chiles	
Group	—	the	BeachHouse	Restaurant,	Mar	Vista	Pub	and	
Sandbar	Restaurant	—	before	the	city	by	the	city.
	 “This	is	not	unusual,”	Perry	said	of	the	waiver	
request.	“I	don’t	want	this	matter	to	be	a	recurring	
thing.	I	don’t	see	the	harm	to	the	city.	I	may	have	to	
come	before	you	to	represent	[the	Chiles	Group]	on	
comprehensive	plan	matters,	but	I	am	not	the	city	attor-
ney,	I	do	not	receive	any	city	benefits,	and	the	city	
receives	a	discount	from	my	regular	rates.”
	 She	added	that	a	similar	waiver	had	been	granted	
without	comment	to	her	while	she	worked	for	another	
law	firm	April	2005.	At	that	time,	she	also	represented	
a	number	of	pending	cases	against	Bradenton	Beach.	
She	has	since	dropped	those	cases,	she	said.
	 City	attorney	Brooks	cited	a	number	of	Florida	Bar	
and	Florida	Statutes	regarding	conflict	of	interest	mat-
ters	dealing	with	“balancing	of	interests”	to	the	com-

mission.
	 Former	City	Commissioner	Anna	O’Brien,	who	
brought	the	matter	to	the	attention	of	the	city	commis-
sion	earlier	this	month,	said	her	objections	“were	not	
against	Ricinda	Perry,	but	that	the	city	is	giving	away	
its	right	for	potential	damages.	A	governmental	attorney	
representing	private	interests	in	front	of	that	govern-
ment	—	I’m	just	not	in	favor	of	having	a	city	attorney	
representing	other	clients	here.	I	have	real	concerns	
about	that.	It’s	just	not	a	good	idea.”
	 Commissioner	Bill	Shearon	echoed	O’Brien’s	con-
cerns.	
	 “I’m	tickled	to	death	with	the	work	that	Ricinda	has	
done,”	he	said.	“I	just	don’t	want	her	working	on	the	
other	side	of	the	table	against	us.	I	want	her	working	for	
the	city,	but	my	concern	is	she	can’t	serve	two	clients.	
It	puts	out	the	reasonable	question	that	there	could	be	
concerns	that	something	was	done	wrong.	I	can’t	agree	
to	the	waiver	that	is	this	open.”
	 Commissioner	Janie	Robertson	said	she	was	upset	
that	the	actions	appeared	to	be	an	attack	against	Perry	
or	her	firm,	and	questioned	the	need	for	any	change	in	
the	form	of	a	conflict	of	interest	waiver.	
	 “Let’s	leave	well-enough	alone,”	she	said.	“Why	
do	we	need	to	add	something	to	the	existing	contract	

[between	the	law	firm	and	the	city]?	How	does	this	
[waiver]	benefit	the	city?”	Robertson	added	that	Florida	
Bar	and	statute	requirements	appeared	to	deal	with	any	
conflict-of-interest	matters.	
	 Vice	Mayor	John	Shaughnessy	said	he	supports	
the	waiver	and	Perry.	“I	have	the	greatest	respect	for	
Ricinda	Perry,”	he	said.	“I’m	sure	that	Lewis,	Longman	
and	Walker	would	not	risk	their	law	firm	[on	conflicts].	
I	have	found	her	qualified,	very	knowledgeable,	helpful	
—	I	don’t	believe	she	would	risk	her	job	doing	anything	
unethical.	I	believe	if	there	was	a	conflict,	she	would	
recuse	herself.	I’m	in	favor	of	the	waiver.”
	 Mayor	John	Chappie	also	supported	Perry.
	 “She	does	not	deal	with	the	comprehensive	plan,	
the	land-development	codes,	or	the	like,”	he	said.	“I	
don’t	understand	why	it’s	a	problem.	She	has	proven	
to	us	she	has	honesty	and	integrity.”
	 Shearon’s	motion	to	deny	the	waiver	for	Perry	to	
represent	the	city	and	the	Chiles	Group	died	for	lack	
of	a	second.	
	 Shaughnessy’s	motion	to	approve	the	waiver,	sec-
onded	by	Chappie,	was	approved	4-1,	with	Shearon	
opposing.	Robertson	had	the	final	word,	saying	that	“the	
only	reason	I’m	doing	this	is	because	Ricinda	Perrty	
believes	her	ethics	are	being	threatened	by	this.”

Firefighters promote bike safety 
A West Manatee Fire Rescue team rewards Anna Maria Elementary School student Neil Carper, 9, for wearing 
his bike helmet. The Island crew on March 14 handed out lanyards, “Be Safe Be Seen” reflectors and coupons 
for free Chick-fil-A sandwiches to students who arrived with helmets. Firefighters Brian Gaskill, from left, Bill 
Kimbrell and Lt. Jeffrey Lonzo were prepared to hand out helmets to cyclists who needed them, but a dwindling 
number of students ride bikes to school. WMFR firefighters also handed out helmets at Palma Sola and Stewart 
elementary schools. The helmets were provided by Safe Kids. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Island real estate 
appears on the up 

after February sales 
By	Rick	Catlin	
Islander	Reporter	

	 After	nearly	18	months	of	stagnant	sales,	the	Island	
real	estate	market	may	finally	be	out	of	the	doldrums	
and	heading	toward	a	resurgence.	
	 Barry	Gould	of	the	Anna	Maria	Island	Property	
Sales	Report	said	that	there	were	45	sales	contracts	
signed	on	the	Island	in	February,	more	than	double	the	
same	number	for	February	2006.	“The	cycle	is	positive	
now,”	said	Gould,	who	is	an	agent	with	Island	Vacation	
Properties.	“We	may	have	finally	turned	the	corner.”	
	 Properties	that	are	under	contract	or	were	sold	in	
February	were	owned	by	sellers	who	have	“accepted	
the	reality”	of	the	current	market	and	lowered	sale	
prices	to	a	reasonable	value.	
	 Gould	 credited	 a	 number	 of	 factors	with	 the	
increase	in	sales,	including	lower	insurance	rates	for	
Island	properties	already	mandated	by	the	Florida	Leg-
islature	and	the	fact	that	mortgage	rates	are	still	low.	
	 Throw	in	the	news	that	the	legislature	intends	to	
reform	Florida’s	tax	laws	and	all	the	ingredients	are	
there	for	a	bull	market.
	 While	Alan	Galletto	at	Island	Real	Estate	in	Holmes	
Beach	doesn’t	exactly	foresee	a	bull	market,	he	has	seen	
the	same	trend	as	Gould	for	February	and	March.
	 “We’ve	definitely	seen	an	upswing	in	sales	and	
contracts	the	past	two	months,”	said	Galletto.	“It’s	not	
a	gigantic	increase	from	last	year,	but	it’s	healthy.	I	feel	
we’ve	bottomed	out.”
	 Galletto	was	especially	pleased	that	several	long-
term	investors	who	have	been	sitting	on	the	sidelines	
the	past	18	months	have	returned	to	buying	properties.
	 “That	tells	me	they	have	confidence	in	the	market,”	
he	said.
	 Mike	Norman	of	Mike	Norman	Real	Estate	 in	
Holmes	Beach	has	also	seen	an	increase	in	contracts	
and	sales	at	his	office,	particularly	since	sellers	realized	
they	had	to	reduce	prices	to	attract	interested	buyers.	
	 Gould	said	sellers	who	haven’t	lowered	their	prices	are	
primarily	those	who	don’t	really	need	to	sell	their	property.	
	 “There	are	still	a	lot	of	properties	for	sale,”	Gould	
noted,	but	he	believes	many	of	the	owners	are	in	the	
“don’t	need	to	sell”	category.	

Fire district seeks waterfront addresses
By	Lisa	Neff

Islander Reporter
	 Firefighters	with	the	West	Manatee	Fire	Rescue	
District	are	looking	for	waterfront	addresses.
	 In	an	effort	to	hasten	the	response	to	an	emergency	
on	or	near	the	water,	West	Manatee	Fire	Rescue’s	“A	
Shift”	team	is	promoting	a	volunteer	community	proj-
ect	that	involves	attaching	addresses	on	the	waterfront	
sides	of	properties.
	 “The	fire	district	would	like	to	see	a	house	number-
ing	system	used	on	the	water	side	much	like	what	is	
used	on	the	street	side	of	homes,”	said	Lt.	John	Tynski,	
of	the	A	Shift.
	 WMFR	Chief	Andy	Price	recently	asked	each	shift	
with	the	district	to	come	up	with	a	community	service	
project.	The	A	Shift	came	up	with	the	idea	of	encourag-
ing	waterfront	property	owners	to	post	addresses.
	 Tynski,	in	an	interview	last	week,	cited	instances	in	
the	past	year	in	which	residents	called	911	to	report	an	
emergency	across	the	water.	The	callers	knew	the	streets,	
but	could	only	estimate	the	numerical	address.	And	the	
enhanced	911	system	only	shows	the	caller	location.
	 Placing	numbers	on	the	water	side	of	properties,	
said	Tynski,	would	make	“identification	as	easy	and	
accurate	as	possible	for	neighbors	on	the	other	side	of	
the	canals	and	in	our	channels.”

	 An	incorrect	address	can	cost	firefighters	crucial	
minutes	in	responding	to	an	emergency.	“A	lot	of	our	
roads	are	dead	ends,”	Tynski	added.	“So,	if	we	miss	
the	road,	and	go	down	the	wrong	one	and	need	to	turn	
around,	it	takes	two	or	three	more	minutes.	What	we’re	
trying	to	do	is	quicken	the	response.	This	is	a	voluntary	
risk-reduction	program.”
	 The	city	of	Anna	Maria	already	has	an	ordinance	in	
place	that	requires	waterfront	property	owners	of	one-	
and	two-family	residences	to	place	address	numerals	
at	least	3	inches	high	so	that	they	can	be	seen	from	the	
water.	Other	structures,	such	as	commercial	buildings,	
must	display	addresses	in	at	least	6-inch-high	lettering	
and	visible	from	the	water.
	 Tynski	suggested	using	the	ordinance	as	a	volun-
tary	Island	standard,	but	encouraged	property	owners	
to	use	6-inch,	reflective	letters	and	numerals.
	 The	addresses	should	be	attached	to	be	seen	from	
the	water	or	even	across	a	canal	—	on	a	residence,	on	
a	seawall,	on	a	dock	or	even	on	a	sign	planted	at	the	
water’s	edge.
	 “We’re	offering	to	help	people	who	need	it,”	Tynski	
added,	suggesting	those	seeking	assistance	with	attach-
ing	addresses	call	him	at	741-3900.	“We	can’t	do	them	
all,	but	we	are	more	than	willing	to	help	the	ones	who	
truly	need	help.”

Kiwanis planning  
Easter service April 8

	 The	Anna	Maria	Island	Kiwanis	Club	is	making	final	
preparations	for	an	Easter	sunrise	service	on	the	beach.
	 The	service	is	set	to	begin	at	6:30	a.m.	Sunday,	
April	8,	beachfront	at	the	Manatee	Public	Beach	along-
side	the	Cafe	on	the	Beach	in	Holmes	Beach.
	 All	Island	Denominations,	including	all	churches	
on	Anna	Maria	Island,	representatives	are	scheduled	to	
participate	in	leading	the	service.
	 About	1,000	people	are	expected	to	attend,	accord-
ing	to	organizer	Larry	Fowler.
	 For	more	information,	call	Fowler	at	761-8834.



THE ISLANDER n MARcH 21, 2007 n �

6040 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Longboat Key
(2 miles from north end)
Open 7 days a week, 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Cannons.com • 383-1311

Competitive • Quality • Commitment Since 1955

SALES  SERVICE  RENTALS

Factory Incentives on
Grady-White Boats &
Yamaha Outboards 
only at Cannons Marina

Take advantage of these special 
incentives on ‘06 & ‘07 models 
– but only while inventory lasts!

Come visit us, 
we’re worth the trip!

Boating Industry Magazine named Cannons Marina
# 1 for Customer Satisfaction from among their
top 100 dealers in North America.

grady white 306 bimini

5319 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach (West side of Island Fitness Plaza)
TEL. 941-778-3699 • TOLL FREE 1-800-865-0800 • FAX 941-782-5606

E-mail vacation@amgcrentals.com        Web www.amgcrentals.com
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Holmes Beach 
plans to add 

trolley shelters
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
	 The	Holmes	Beach	Parks	and	Beautification	Com-
mittee proposed the addition of four trolley shelters in 
the city.
 Some of the shelters could result in combining 
trolley stops and school bus stops, committee mem-
bers said during a meeting March 7 at Holmes Beach 
City	Hall.	Committee	members	suggested	that	if	the	
city proceeds with building trolley stops, the school 
district be invited to move the school stop.
 There are 19 northbound stops and 17 southbound 
stops in Holmes Beach for the free trolley service oper-
ated	by	Manatee	County	Area	Transit.
 The trolley shelters are proposed for:
 • Gulf Drive and 65th Street.
 • Gulf Drive and 74th Street.
 • Marina Drive and 55th Street.
	 •	Palm	Drive	and	Clark	Lane.
 The Marina Drive and 55th Street location is at 
the northwest corner of the Wachovia Bank parking lot 
and, according to committee member John Molyneux, 
the city would need to work with the bank on placing 
a shelter.
 Molyneux proposed planting a tree as well as build-
ing a shelter.
 The city budgeted about $35,000 for additional 
shelters	this	fiscal	year.	The	city’s	capital	improvements	
plan calls for $35,000 for building four shelters each 
year through 2010.
 In other business at the committee meeting, mem-
bers shared accolades for the success of their recent 
public education seminar on native plantings.
 Members also discussed seeking sites for linear 
parks, which Holmes Beach Mayor Rich Bohnen-
berger has encouraged, and creating a tree dedication 

The Holmes 
Beach Parks and 
Beautification 
proposes shel-
ters for stops at 
four locations 
along the free 
trolley route. 
Islander Photo: 
Lisa Neff

program.
	 Also,	the	committee	announced	plans	for	an	Arbor	
Day tree planting in partnership with Keep Manatee 
Beautiful.
	 The	plantings	will	take	place	April	27,	with	trees	
going in the ground near 59th Street and Flotilla Drive, 
the canal T-end near Marina Drive and 63rd Street, and 

Cortezians gather on trailer park fate Thursday

the canal T-end near Marina Drive and 76th Street.
	 An	Arbor	Day	ceremony	with	Anna	Maria	Elemen-
tary School students will take place when a 14-foot 
Gumbo Limbo is planted at 10 a.m. at the 59th Street 
and Flotilla Drive location.
	 The	committee’s	next	meeting	is	April	4	at	5	p.m.	
at city hall. The meeting is open to the public.

	 Cortez	Trailer	Park	residents	are	expected	to	gather	
at the Florida Institute of Saltwater Heritage meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 22, to discuss the sale of 
the	property,	at	12507	Cortez	Road.
 Owner Butch Howey announced last year that he 
had an offer for the property at $10.8 million. Park 
residents	have	first	right	of	refusal	to	purchase	mobile	
home parks, thanks to a Florida law, and according to 
Alma	Cockerham,	vice	president	of	the	park	associa-
tion, they proffered a $50,000 advance to allow resi-
dents to purchase the land.
 She said it appears that Howie is not accepting the 

offer by park residents, hence the FISH meeting discus-
sion.
	 “We	all	want	to	get	together	to	discuss	it,”	Cock-
erham said. 
	 The	property	is	about	five	acres	of	land	with	620	
feet or so of waterfront and a marina. It is adjacent to 
the	east	ramp	of	the	Cortez	Bridge.	
 It has been owned and operated as a trailer park by 
the Howey family since 1959. Butch Howey bought it 
from his parents in 1988, but has been associated with 
its operation almost all of his life. He refused to com-
ment on the sale. 
	 FISH	meets	at	4523	123rd	St.	Court	W.,	Cortez.
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Sunny	days	ahead
	 Islanders	can	breathe	a	sign	of	relief	now	that	the	
long, rough financial road we’ve been driving down for 
the	past	year	or	so	has	started	to	smooth	out.
 Tourism and real estate, both positive driving forces for 
business	and	prosperity	on	Anna	Maria	Island,	are	experi-
encing	some	success	on	the	heels	of	some	“dry	weather.”
	 Hoteliers	are	saying	that	occupancy	for	February	was	
up significantly from the same time last year, with nearly-
full bookings for that month and mostly “no vacancies” 
for	March.	
 Restaurateurs are finding their establishments full of 
hungry	diners,	too.	
	 Yes,	it	appears	the	dark	clouds	are	parting,	making	
way	for	sunny	days.
	 Real	estate	agents	are	reporting	more	and	more	show-
ings	and	sales	on	the	upswing.	A	sagging	market	appears	
to	be	percolating,	with	transactions	beginning	to	again	
take	place	as	the	market	adjusts	to	a	more	realistic	price	
structure.
 For several years, the trend was for homes to be 
bought	and	quickly	re-sold,	and	just	as	quickly,	sold	again.	
Prices soared with each sale until investors realized that 
paying	$2	million	for	a	$1	million	home	was	ludicrous.	
“Enough!”	they	cried.
 Now, we’re seeing sellers dropping prices to more real-
istic levels, and people are again purchasing properties. 
	 Yes,	prices	are	falling	on	Anna	Maria	Island.
 Of course, we’re in the height of our winter tourist 
season. If things aren’t good now, businesses on the Island 
will have a tough time making it through the lean months 
of	early	fall,	but	at	least	the	indicators	are	there	that	things	
are	good	for	a	little	while	—	and	it	is	hoped	that	the	good	
times	will	continue	on	through	spring	and	summer.
 There’s always been an urban legend that summers on 
Anna	Maria	are	a	better	money-maker	than	on	other	nearby	
barrier	islands.	Sure,	room	rates	are	lower	in	the	hot	months,	
but	room	occupancy	always	seems	to	be	a	little	hotter	than	
what	our	neighbors	to	the	north	and	south	experience.	
 It’s not uncommon to see a smattering of “no vacancy” 
signs	up	in	July	on	the	Island,	while	some	of	the	Sarasota	
resorts	are	suffering	through	30	or	40	percent	occupancies.	
Good	for	us.
 So let the good times roll, and let’s hope they keep 
rolling	and	rolling	and	rolling	along.
	 Keep	on	shining,	Anna	Maria	sunshine.

Speaking	of	sunshine
 It’s darkened still at Bradenton Beach City Hall, 
where the administration, officials and the city attorney 
are	quiet	on	the	matter	of	a	sexual	harassment	accusation	
and subsequent resignation of the building official.
 There’s also no light on compliance or denial of the 
request for any related records pursuant to Florida’s Gov-
ernment	in	the	Sunshine	Laws.
 But, rest assured, we’re working on the problem.
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Fulfill	the	destructive	process
	 So	according	to	your	Feb.	28	articles	re:	pine	tree	
removal, federal and state agencies classify the Aus-
tralian pine as a non-native — not bad, but invasive 
— species, and urge their removal. 
 While they are at it, why don’t they go one step 
further and remove all non-native Floridians — who 
are really not bad, but certainly invasive — from the 
Island.	
	 That	would	eliminate	much	of	the	worry	about	
someone being hit over the head or having an evacua-
tion	route	blocked	by	a	falling	tree.	
 An added bonus would be there wouldn’t be the 
need	for	all	those	“No	Parking”	signs,	“For	Sale	or	
Rent” signs, and various other traffic signs that have 
sprung	up	faster	than	any	Australian	pine	seedlings.	
	 Mike	Miller	claims	that	sooner	than	we	can	imag-
ine, we will be parking our cars and vans in the shade 
of	gumbo-limbo	seedlings.	
 I invite him to sit under the pathetic gumbo-limbo 
I planted about five years ago, but advise him to bring 
a	hat	and	sunscreen.	
	 Maybe	my	8-year-old	grandsons	will	someday	
enjoy	its	shade,	but	for	those	of	us	who	no	longer	buy	
green bananas, I seriously doubt that we ever will. 
	 Anita Brulato, Anna Maria

Put	cats	on	leashes
 I don’t want to upset any cat lovers on Anna Maria 
Island, because I am very fond of cats, too, but I have 
never seen so many stray and wild felines on the Island 
as	I	am	seeing	these	days.	
	 I	hear	them	mating	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	I	see	
them in or around trash bins and have even seen them 
near mangrove/water areas where some sea birds for 
which	Anna	Maria	is	famous	for	hunt	and	nest.	They	
are	likely	pouncing	on	the	birds	or	destroying	their	eggs	
as hungry cats need to eat. I don’t know if they get into 
turtle nests, but I do know that birds are a very popular 
food	for	wild	or	stray	cats.	

 Obviously, cats breed like wild fire and I have never 
seen	so	many	in	my	whole	life	and	can	only	compare	
this to what I have seen in some less developed coun-
tries	in	Asia	20	years	ago	when	and	where	a	sanitary	
environment wasn’t considered of paramount impor-
tance.	
 Sadly, also, I have never seen so much trash on the 
beaches — the beach area in Holmes Beach that we and 
our	family	and	friends	use	is	often	littered	with	broken	
beer bottles, cans, and I can’t understand why Manatee 
County isn’t using tax dollars to keep the Island beaches 
clean	(that	is	what	keeps	people	coming	to	Florida	to	
begin	with)	and	do	something	about	the	poor	cats.	It	
isn’t their fault that they are left to their own survival 
and	it	is	up	to	the	county	to	get	this	under	control.
 I believe that domestic cats that are owned, and are 
not	wild,	should	be	collared	and	on	leashes,	just	like	
domesticated	dogs,	so	as	not	to	be	mistaken	for	wild	
cats. Domestic animals shouldn’t be running around 
loose considering we are on a very populated island 
and	not	on	sprawling	acreage.
	 Sue Pang, Holmes Beach

Recycle	winter	renters?
 Regarding the winter visitor who lamented the 
lack	of	recycling	facilities	on	Anna	Maria	Island	[in	
an	earlier	letter	in	The Islander],	we	are	happy	whole-
winter renters who have collected our own blue box 
from Holmes Beach City Hall.
	 Waste	Management	is	doing	an	excellent	job	col-
lecting recycling on Mondays and even collects on Sat-
urday	before	designated	Monday	holidays.
	 Your	newspaper	also	has	good	 information	on	
Waste	Management.	We	do	feel	 that	 the	city	halls	
should provide leadership in recycling, where we see 
none.
 We do not know of a single visitor who recycles, 
which	has	to	be	because	as	yet	there	is	no	structure	here	
for us. Blue, as well as green bins, at beach accesses? 
A	good	idea.
	 Sheila	Buffin,	Holmes	Beach
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ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH & CHIPS ALL DAY – EVERY DAY! $8.99

Remember … as always, FREE BEER tomorrow!

902 S. Bay Blvd.  • Anna Maria
Located at Galati Marina • 778-3953

Gulf of Mexico

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS • FULL BAR SERVICE

ROTTEN RALPH’S
WATERFRONT DINING

Rotten Ralph Claims He’s Da 
Anna Maria Nicole Baby-Daddy!

Who Da Baby-Daddy? Entry Form
If you think you’re the baby-daddy bring us your entry! 

You could win 500 million bucks!

Bring your entry to Rotten Ralph’s • 902 S. Bay Blvd • Anna Maria

Name: 

Address:                                                                                       

Da kid looks 
just like me!

Live
Entertainment! 

Brian Beebe
March 28 & 29

Happy Hour 
Prices All Day 

Every Day

Anyway you
    slice it…
  it’s Maloney!

By	former	Holmes	Beach	City
Commissioner	Don	Maloney

Decisions, decisions
	 Why	I	decided	to	get	involved	with	what	I	am	about	
to	get	involved	with	here,	I	don’t	know.	All	I	remember	
was	I	got	wondering,	for	some	reason	or	other,	about	
how	many	times	these	days	I	have	to	make	decisions.	
I	could	not	believe	the	daily	total.
	 It	all	came	about	the	other	morning	when	I	decided	
to	go	out	for	breakfast.	That	pulled	the	plug	out	of	a	
giant	kettle	of	decisions	that	went	like	this:
	 Decision	one	was	where	 to	go	 for	 that	meal.	
There	are	plenty	of	possibilities	on	our	Island,	as	
you	know,	and	we’re	not	all	that	far	from	a	mainland	
that	offers	plenty	of	additional	choices.	I	decided	to	
stay here. When I arrived at my choice, the first thing 
the	hostess	wanted	to	know	was	whether	I	wanted	a	
booth,	a	table	or	a	seat	at	the	counter.	I	decided	on	a	
booth.
	 Then	came	the	next	request	that	I	make	a	decision	
—	what	did	I	want	to	drink?	Either	coffee	or	tea	was	

offered—the first required a regular or decaf decision. 
The	tea	decision	was	either	hot	or	iced.	And,	of	course,	
sweet	or	unsweet.
	 I	decided	to	have	what	I	used	to	consider	would	be	
a	simple	and	classic	breakfast—eggs,	potatoes,	sausage,	
toast.	Simple?	No	way.
	 First,	 the	waitress	wanted	me	 to	decide	how	I	
wanted	the	eggs	and	offered	a	half-dozen	choices.	I	
decided on poached eggs on an English muffin. She 
then	had	to	know	if	I	wanted	the	eggs	hard	or	soft	
poached, and on a toasted or plain English muffin. More 
decisions.
	 Potatoes	turned	out	to	be	a	decision	opportunity,	
too.	Did	I	want	home	fries	or	those	stringy	kind?	Or	
better	yet,	how	about	neither	and	try	grits	instead?
	 Sausage	required	a	decision	as	well,	because	it	
comes	in	either	link-style	or	patties.
	 By	the	time	I	gave	my	waitress	my	order,	I	had	
made	18	decisions.
	 After	I	was	served,	my	only	remaining	decisions	
were	whether	to	put	ketchup	on	the	home	fries	and	salt	
on	the	eggs.	Those	last	two	decisions	were	easy	since	
there	was	only	one	kind	of	each	on	my	table.
	 The	meal	tuned	out	to	be	commercially	acceptable	
and	left	me	with	only	one	last	decision	regarding	the	
meal:	How	much	do	I	tip?	Since	she	got	all	18	of	those	
decisions	to	the	kitchen	correctly,	I	went	all	the	way.	
For	personal	reasons,	I	have	decided	not	to	relate	that	
amount	here.
	 The	only	other	thing	I	was	supposed	to	do	that	
morning	was	to	go	to	Publix	and	pick	up	a	loaf	of	bread	
and	a	container	of	milk.	More	decisions,	I	decided,	
would	start	there,	too,	if	I	went	right	from	the	restau-
rant.
	 Like,	should	I	get	on	that	scale	inside	the	store’s	
entrance	just	after	eating?	And	would	I	decide	on	white,	
rye,	or	whole	wheat	bread?	And	should	the	milk	be	1	
percent,	2	percent,	skim	or	regular?	Chocolate	is	out	
of	the	question.
	 Rather	than	make	those	decisions,	I	decided	to	go	
home	and	suggest	that	Wife	Sarah	pick	them	up	later.	
She	wouldn’t	care	about	the	scale.
	 But	now	that	I’ve	gone	this	far	with	that	decision	
thing	for	now,	I	hope	you	have	decided	to	stay	right	here	
to	the	end.	I	did,	but	I	probably	should	have	decided	to	
skip	the	whole	idea.

The BesT 15 years

since 1992
15

In the March 19, 1997, issue of  
The Islander, headlines announced:

 • Florida Department of Transportation officials said 
in	a	1996	inspection	report	of	the	Anna	Maria	Island	
Bridge	on	Manatee	Avenue	that	it	suffers	from	“severe	
disrepair,” but most of the problems can be fixed by 
replacing	the	current	structure	with	a	new	bridge.
	 •	 Holmes	 Beach	 Police	 Chief	 Jay	 Romine	
announced	that	his	department	would	be	conducting	a	
“customer	survey”	that	will	ask	opinions	of	the	depart-
ment	of	those	arrested	for	crimes	and	people	who	are	
ticketed for traffic offenses.
	 •	Anna	Maria	City	Commissioner	Rob	McElheny	
said	he	and	other	commissioners	would	discuss	adding	
curbside	recycling	service	for	individual	residences	to	
the	city’s	current	waste	disposal	and	trash-hauling	con-
tract	with	Waste	Management	Inc.	because	the	current	
system	of	having	recycling	bins	only	on	Pine	Avenue	
isn’t	working.

Date	 Low	 High	 Rainfall
March	11	 63	 76	 0
March	12	 66	 78	 0
March	13	 64	 80	 0
March	14	 70	 85	 0
March	15	 68	 86	 0
March	16	 66	 76	 .90
March	17	 55	 67	 0
Average	Gulf	water	temperature	69°
24-hour	rainfall	accumulation	with	reading	at	approximately	5	p.m.	daily.

Center venue change
	 The	 Anna	 Maria	 Island	 Community	 Center	
announced	this	week	it	will	host	all	of	its	adult	programs	
in	the	activity	hall	of	St.	Bernard	Catholic	Church,	248	
S.	Harbor	Drive,	Holmes	Beach,	until	its	new	facility	
in	Anna	Maria	is	completed	—	which	is	hoped	to	be	
sometime	in	late	summer	2007.
	 However,	the	Center	added,	the	yoga	class	location	
will	change	for	two	weeks	due	to	previously	scheduled	
programs	at	St.	Bernard.	
	 On	March	23,	yoga	will	be	on	the	beach	at	9	a.m.,	
weather	permitting,	at	Magnolia	Avenue,	Anna	Maria,	
and	on	March	30	yoga	class	will	meet	at	8:45	a.m.	
at	Gloria	Dei	Lutheran	Church,	6608	Marina	Drive,	
Holmes	Beach.
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Art Lovers: Silent Auction of donated works and reception hosted by                             newspaper,  
5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 23, outdoors on the sidewalk at The Islander office,  

5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. (Everyone welcome.) Info: 941.778.7978.

Insurance: Refunds from Citizens trickling down to Islanders

Both Holmes Beach Commissioner David Zac-
cagnino and his 5-year-old daughter, Sela, are all 
smiles following Saturday’s St. Patrick’s Day parade 
in Homes Beach. But a $95 refund from Citizens 
Insurance prompted uncertainty. “Very confusing,” 
he said. Islander Photo: Molly McCartney

By Molly McCartney
Islander Reporter

 Some of the long-awaited insurance rate refunds 
are beginning to trickle down to Anna Maria Island. 
 But the emphasis so far is on trickle. 
 Holmes Beach Commissioner David Zaccagnino 
got a partial refund a few days ago on the $2,010 wind 
insurance policy he bought from Citizens Property 
Insurance Corp. in January.
 That was the good news. The bad news? 
 The refund was only $95.
 “This is all very confusing,” said Zaccagnino, an 
Island homeowner for seven years and a member of the 
city commission since 2004.
 It was also disappointing, he said, given the recent 
efforts by Gov. Charlie Crist and the Florida Legislature 
to pass a massive new insurance law aimed at reduc-
ing premiums and making coverage more available, 
especially in hard-hit areas like Anna Maria Island.
	 Zaccagnino	was	in	the	group	of	local	officials	who	
met with Crist on Friday during the governor’s whirl-
wind visit to Manatee County. “I told him he was doing 
a good job,” Zaccagnino said. But he didn’t try to tell 
Crist about his personal experience with property insur-
ance.
 Zaccagnino paid $1,339 last year for his Citizens 
wind policy. But the same coverage cost him $2,010 
when he renewed the policy on Jan. 7. The increase is 
a 50 percent increase over his 2006 premium.
 Thanks to the $95 refund, his premium increase is 
$576 rather than $671.
 His refund check arrived only a few days before 
Citizens announced that rate decreases and some rate 
refunds were on the way to its 1.2 million policyhold-
ers. The announcement made front-page headlines in 
many newspapers.
 Even then it was not clear how much an individual 
might save.
 In response to questions from The Islander, Citizens 
spokesman Rocky Scott said that Zaccagnino’s wind 
premium of $2,010 contained two rate increases.
 Since Zaccagnino had no way of knowing what his 
new premium might be until it arrived in his mail box, 
the insurance rate process can be a guessing game, at 
least for the policyholder. 

 Here is a breakdown provided by Scott of the rate 
hikes that were responsible for the 50 percent jump in 
Zaccagnino’s wind premium. 
	 The	first	premium	increase	was	imposed	last	year	
and pushed his rate to $1,915, up from the $1,339 he 
paid in 2006.
 The second rate hike, imposed Jan. 1, pushed the 
premium up to $2,010.
 Scott said that the Florida Legislature, meeting in 
special session in January, rolled back Citizens rates to 
the levels that were in place on Dec. 31, 2006. 
 The effect of the rollback was to reduce Zac-
cagnino’s premium to $1,915, he said. That triggered 
the $95 refund check that he received earlier this 
month.
 Without the rollback, Zaccagnino’s premium for 
this year would have remained at $2,010 and there 
would have been no refund check. 
 The rollback also eliminated the rate hike that Citi-
zens had intended to impose this month. The rate hike 
proposed for Manatee County high-risk policyholders 

like Zaccagnino, who lives one block from the Gulf of 
Mexico, would have meant an average increase of 73 
percent and would have pushed his annual premium up 
to about $3,500 upon renewal in 2008.
 The Citizens spokesman sees the possibility for 
Zaccagnino to get lower rates later this year on his wind 
policy because of the savings that Citizens expects to 
get from its expanded access to reinsurance from the 
Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund.
 When those reinsurance calculations are completed, 
“rates will come down and refunds will go out accord-
ingly,” Scott said.
 He said Zaccagnino might get a second refund this 
year, in addition to the $95 he has already received, 
although it isn’t clear how much the second refund 
might be.
 Spokesman Scott said Zaccagnino was apparently 
in	the	first	group	of	Citizens	wind-only	policyholders	to	
get refunds. A second round of refunds began to go out 
in mid-March to policyholders who have homeowner’s 
coverage with Citizens, he said.
  The refunds that Citizens sends out and the pre-
mium reductions that are imposed will vary, depending 
on the kind of insurance, the location of the property 
and various other factors.
 Scott said that June 1 is the scheduled kickoff date 
for Citizens to begin selling wind coverage for commer-
cial property outside the state-designated wind zone.
 This represents a major shift in the operation of 
Citizens. In the past, small businesses outside the wind 
zone have been unable to obtain Citizens wind cover-
age. Some commercial properties — including some 
churches — that were not eligible for Citizens and 
could	not	find	affordable	wind	insurance	elsewhere	in	
the market have opted to go bare. 
	 “What	we	sell	will	be	insurance	for	the	first	$1	
million in coverage on a commercial structure with a 
value of up to $10 million,” Scott said. The commercial 
property owner will have to go to the private market 
for coverage above the $1 million mark.
 

Select cancellations
	 While	Zaccagnino	was	trying	to	figure	out	why	his	

PLEASE SEE insurance, nExT PAGE
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Insurance refunds trickle in
continued from page 8
citizens refund seemed smaller than recent announce-
ments suggested it might be, the postman delivered 
another insurance surprise.
 it was a cancellation notice from florida Select 
insurance company, which has been insuring Zac-
cagnino’s home against fire and other perils. 
 the cancellation notice was sent out one day after flor-
ida Select received his $1,081 annual premium payment.
 What is going on here?
 “i am clueless,” Zaccagnino said.
 He said his insurance agent is looking for a home-
owner’s policy to replace his florida Select coverage.
 Zaccagnino said he expects to have to pay for a new 
policy while waiting to see if the agent can get him a 
refund from florida Select.
 according to a notice on the Web site of the florida 
department of financial Services, florida Select insur-
ance company was ordered into receivership on June 

30, 2006. 
 “the receivership process is similar to bankruptcy,” 
the notice said. it also said the “hazardous condition of 
the company does not allow the receiver to continue 
your coverage through florida Select.”
 Zaccagnino said that his flood insurance policy so 
far appears to be only slightly more expensive than last 
year. His annual premium is now $1,174, compared to 
$1,129 last year.
 in January, he paid a total of $4,265 to renew the 
flood, wind and homeowners policies. The $95 refund 
reduced his home insurance to $4,170. 
 now if he can just get coverage on his 2,100-
square-foot home to protect it against fire and 
other perils. 

Premium correction
 anna maria homeowner mary manion said that her 
annual premium for insurance with universal property 
and casualty is $2,200, rather than the $1,300 reported 
here last week. She switched to universal after cancel-
ing her policy with uSf&g.

Silent art auction benefits 
young artists Friday

 “for art’s Sake,” an annual auction of local artists 
donated works is 5:30 to 8 p.m. friday, march 23, and 
all are invited to the free reception and the bidding.
 the event is hosted by its sponsor, The Islander news-
paper, on the sidewalk at its office in the Island Shopping 
center at 5404 marina drive, Holmes Beach.
 proceeds will again benefit the manatee High 
School art program. past year’s events have raised 
enough to purchase an art printing press, pottery equip-
ment and more. in fact, says islander and mHS teacher 
rob reiber, some years the event has raised more than 
four times the annual budget for the department.
 “for art’s Sake” features silent auction bidding for 

more than 50 valued works of art by top area artists, 
plus work from art students at mHS, this year featuring 
pottery, according to reiber.
 past sales have included sculpture, original oil 
paintings, watercolors, prints, mixed media, custom 
jewelry, photography and other creative works.
 artists may still make donations at The Islander 
office through Thursday. 
 to donate artwork for auction, or for more informa-
tion on the event, call The Islander’s event coordinator 
carrie price at 747-9397 or The Islander at 778-7978.
 come celebrate for art’s sake — it’s all for the 
kids.

Skimmers need new sites for beach sport 
 rules limiting “thrown or propelled” objects on 
the beach have gone into effect, and the throwdown 
includes skimboards.
 marine rescue chief Jay moyles said manatee 
county parks and recreation department rules were 
put in place several years ago to allow lifeguards to 
regulate beach activities, such as football games, fris-
bee throwing and the like. The county attorney’s office 
decided that skimboards fit the category, and authorized 
a similar restriction on county beaches.
 “it used to be that the lifeguards would only come 
out and say it’s busy, put them up, and everybody said 
‘fine,’” Moyles said. “Now people think it’s open for 
them only, and other people should avoid them, and 

we’ve had a lot of confrontations.”
 Signs were installed in the sand at manatee public 
Beach designating a swimming area proclaiming “no 
Skimboarding.” they were promptly stolen.
 “Lifeguards will direct skimboarders to the 
north or south sides of the public beach,” moyles 
said. He said that similar restrictions are in place 
at coquina Beach in Bradenton Beach, with skim-
mers directed to enjoy the waters of cortez Beach 
or along the bayside south of Leffis Key.
 “We try to be as lenient and flexible as we 
can,” moyles said. “i don’t like signage every-
where, but if it’s not spelled out, we end up in 
court.”

Roser to serve pancakes,  
hold sale March 24

 pancakes will be on the menu and bargains on 
the tables march 24 at roser memorial community 
church.
 the church will hold a brunch with pancakes, sau-
sage, applesauce, fresh orange juice, coffee and home-
style biscuits and gravy in the fellowship hall, 512 pine 
ave., anna maria.
 across the street in the parking lot outside the 
roser thrift store, the church will hold a yard sale.
 Breakfast, at a cost of $5 per person, will be served from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. the sale takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.
 for more information, call 778-0414. 

 Note: If you have a story to share about your 
experience with insurance rate hikes, rate reductions, 
rate refunds or other insurance issues, please send 
a note to The Islander by e-mailing msmccartney@
springmail.com

Free ‘hot dog’
a rescue effort monday morning extended up to lunch 
time to free moka, a miniature dachshund, from a 
storm drain under 69th Street in Holmes Beach. folks 
from West manatee fire rescue, Holmes Beach police 
and public works, manatee county animal Services, 
Lapensee plumbing and many neighbors all worked 
for hours to help pet-owner rebecca Brodeur, left, free 
the dog that apparently wandered into the pipe some-
time Sunday night. Rescuers finally cut out a section of 
pavement to rescue the 19-year-old “hot dog.” islander 
photo: Lisa neff
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Seawall removal challenge 
dropped by Bradenton Beach 

By Paul Roat
 A longstanding Gulffront seawall issue has appar-
ently ebbed itself out of Bradenton Beach’s coastal 
vista.
 City commissioners unanimously voted to drop a 
challenge to a Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection permit which approved removal of a sea-
wall fronting Pete Milazzo’s property at 306 Gulf Drive 
S. The city also agreed to pay his attorney $9,144 for 
charges incurred during the legal challenge. 
 The decision was apparently reached after a “shade” 
meeting March 14 without the public or press present 
to discuss pending legal matters. The votes took place 
during the city commission meeting March 15.
 History in the Milazzo dispute began in 2004, when 
he asked for permission to remove about 100 feet of 
concrete-block seawall fronting his Gulffront property. 
The seawall is far from the water’s edge and abuts part 
of the structure.
	 A	former	building	official	in	Bradenton	Beach	had	
issued a letter of no objection to the seawall removal to 
the DEP, when the city apparently decided to reverse 
itself, rescinded the letter and sent the matter for a hear-
ing before the city’s board of adjustment.
 BOA members debated the matter in February 
and March of 2005. The board eventually decided that 
the “no-objection” letter from the city was warranted 
and	sent	the	matter	to	the	city	commission	for	its	final	
approval. However, the city commission did not take 
up the matter, and Milazzo eventually went to court 
demanding the letter. 
 A circuit court ruled for Milazzo that the city issue 
the letter, and it was done. The DEP subsequently 
issued a provisional permit. The city commission then 
decided to challenge that permit through the administra-
tive hearing process.
 Milazzo countered with a contempt-of-court law-
suit against the city, based on the court order requiring 
the city to issue the no-objection letter.

 Milazzo’s attorney, Scott K. Petersen, wrote in his 
contempt-of-court motion, “The city’s almost three-
year assault on Milazzo’s property rights, seemingly 
driven by politics rather than any basis in law or fact, 
continues.	The	city’s	appeal	of	the	DEP	final	order	is	a	
contemptuous act. It is but another stall tactic designed 
to force Milazzo to spend yet more money contending 
against the same objections the city has been making 
for three years. The city, apparently undeterred by this 
court’s order, now seeks to do the very same thing that 
this court ordered it not to do, i.e., once again reassert 
its objections to Milazzo’s permit.
 Scott Rudacille, another attorney representing 
Milazzo, said he was pleased by the city’s decision 
to drop the matter. He told The Islander, “This is an 
encouraging step by the city, but there are a number of 
issues left to be resolved. Hopefully, we can keep this 
moving in a positive and cooperative direction now. We 
would like nothing better than to be able to resolve the 
remainder of the issues amicably between the parties.”
 Those “other issues” involve documents that Milaz-
zo’s attorneys requested that were apparently not pro-
vided. 
 Greg Hootman, who has been the attorney for 
the Florida League of Cities representing Bradenton 
Beach on the Millazzo matter, said he believed that 
matter	would	be	rectified.	He	classed	it	as	a	clerical	
matter.
 “I’m encouraged that this matter has ended,” Hoot-
man said, echoing Rudacille.
 In a related issue, the city commission decided to 
table payment to Erickson Consulting Engineers Inc. of 
$1,873.81	on	beach	profiling	of	the	Milazzo	property	
until documents were in the city’s possession. 
 “I’d like to table this until we get the records back,” 
Mayor John Chappie said. “Until they produce the doc-
uments, they have not completed the work.”
	 Commissioner	Bill	Shearon,	citing	a	conflict	of	
interest, recused himself from all Milazzo matters. 

Holmes Beach land development 
code gets first OK by commission

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Holmes Beach city commissioners on March 13 
sent to a second reading an ordinance amending the 
city’s land development code.
 The code spells out how land is to be used within 
the city limits. The new ordinance, which will get a 
final	reading	and	likely	be	approved	at	a	commission	
meeting	March	27,	spells	out	changes,	specifically	to	
the zoning map.
 The draft ordinance was taken up by the commis-
sion in a public hearing Feb. 27 that was continued to 
March 13 because of questions about proposed preser-
vation boundaries. The questions were resolved in the 
two-week gap between meetings.
 At issue was the proposed zoning change from R-
4 to preservation for properties along Avenue F on the 
beachfront at the city’s southern boundary, where much 
of the land is submerged and cannot be developed.
 The ordinance would also change the zoning at 
8605 Gulf Drive from Residential-2 (duplex) to Public/
Semi-Public (PSP) and the zoning for properties at 417-
419 Clark Drive from PSP to R-2.
 The Gulf Drive property is the site of Crosspointe 
Fellowship, formerly known as Island Baptist Church. 
A portion of the church property in the city of Anna 
Maria is zoned for public/semi-public use and the 
Holmes Beach portion of the property is designated 
PSP on the future land-use map, but not the zoning 
map. Thus, the change in zoning is needed.
 The Clark Drive zoning change involves two lots 
near the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church that contain single-
family homes. The lots are designated medium-density 
residential on the land-use map, but public/semi-public 
on the zoning map.
 Bill Brisson, the city’s planning consultant, said 
the proposed zoning changes are needed so the zoning 
map in the land development code matches the future 

land-use map in the comprehensive plan.
 The city commission faced no questions about the 
Clark Drive and Gulf Drive properties. However, the 
owner of property in the Avenue F area, Tran L. Huong, 
inquired about how the zoning change would impact 
her land.
 A review of maps led the commission to revert 
back to an original proposal — to use the state-identi-
fied	erosion	control	line	as	a	zoning	boundary	for	the	
preservation district rather than what commissioners 
characterized as a vague line in the sand.
 The route was recommended by both Brisson and 
city attorney Patricia Petruff and was supported by the 
property owner.
 “By using the erosion control line, it will move the 
line slightly seaward,” Petruff said. 
 “I wholeheartedly agree,” said Brisson, adding, “This 
was the original proposal. You are now back to it.” He 
said the future land-use map also will show the erosion 
control line as the preservation-district boundary.
	 About 10 minutes into the meeting last week, 
Commissioners Sandy Haas-Martens, Pat Geyer, Pat 
Morton, John Monetti and David Zaccagnino voted 
unanimously	to	send	the	ordinance	to	a	final	reading.
 “Thank you,” said Chair Haas-Martens after the 
vote. “It’s about time we got this going.”
	 If, as is expected, the commission adopts the ordi-
nance at the March 27 meeting, the measure will go 
to the state for review, which could take about two 
months.
	 In	other	business,	the	commission	approved	a	first	
reading of an ordinance that would authorize spending 
money on programs to reward employees and honor 
volunteers.
 The commission also adopted rules of procedure 
and signed on to an interlocal agreement related to the 
Island Transportation Planning Organization, which 

PLEASE SEE	ldc,	NExT PAGE
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was to meet March 19.
	 During	a	work	session,	commissioners	filled	their	
spring	calendar	with	projects	—	work	on	resolving	
issues	with	dead-end	canals,	action	on	a	draft	evalua-
tion	and	appraisal	report	(EAR)	to	be	submitted	to	the	
state	and	preparing	an	ordinance	regulating	signs.
	 Signs	came	up	last	week	when	Haas-Martens	men-
tioned	a	complaint	she	received	from	a	real	estate	agent	
who	was	concerned	after	signs	had	been	removed	from	
a	right	of	way.
	 “I	said,	‘We’ve	always	done	that,’”	Haas-Martens	
recalled	of	her	conversation	with	the	agent.
	 The	commissioners	then	discussed	with	Petruff	and	
Brisson	tackling	the	sign	ordinance	—	not	a	new	issue	

LDC gets first approval by city
conTInuED	fRoM	PAgE	10

but	one	that	was	set	aside	to	first	deal	with	other	mat-
ters,	such	as	the	land	development	code.
	 Petruff	reminded	commissioners	that	they	want	a	
“content	neutral”	ordinance.
	 Brisson	then	suggested	a	simple	ordinance	specify-
ing	rules	for	the	size,	number	and	location	of	signs.	“If	
you	make	that	real	clear,	then	you	don’t	worry	about	
what’s	on	them,”	he	said.
	 Petruff	added,	“You	have	some	pretty	interesting	
decisions	to	make	because	it	will	have	an	impact	on	
some	businesses	here.”
	 Haas-Martens,	suggesting	the	commission	discuss	
signs	at	an	April	10	workshop	meeting,	said,	“We	need	
to	start	doing	something	with	this.…	If	you	get	too	
many	signs	they	all	just	blend	into	one	another.”
	 commissioners	also	hope	to	discuss	canals	and	the	
evaluation	and	appraisal	report	during	that	meeting.

Historical society adds Fast Eddies items
	 now	and	then	a	motorist	traveling	along	gulf	Drive	
or	Pine	Avenue	breaks	to	ask	a	pedestrian,	“can	you	
tell	me	how	to	find	fast	Eddies?”
	 newcomers	shrug	their	shoulders.	old-timers	smile	
or	smirk	and	remember	the	landmark	two-story	restau-
rant with a rep.
	 fast	Eddies	is	long	gone.
	 But	a	bit	of	its	history	remains	and	is	now	part	of	
the	Anna	Maria	Island	Historical	Society	collection	in	
the	museum	at	402	Pine	Ave.,	Anna	Maria.
	 The	historical	society	recently	received	donations	
of	fast	Eddies	Restaurant	memorabilia	—	two	signs,	
one	of	them	containing	the	restaurant’s	last	menu.
	 “fast	Eddies	Restaurant	was	a	famous	landmark	for	
many,	many	years	and	drew	people	from	up	and	down	
the	coast,”	said	AMIHS	administrator	Sissy	Quinn.	
“Every	one	I	know	has	memories	of	‘warm	beer	and	
lousy	food’	at	the	restaurant	that	overlooked	the	Tampa	
Bay	across	from	the	city	Pier	in	Anna	Maria.”

	 The	historical	society	announced	March	16	that	it	
added	the	signs	from	fast	Eddies	to	its	nostalgic	dis-
play	on	Island	establishments	that	have	made	last	calls	
and	closed	kitchens.	one	sign,	said	museum	curator	
Zoe	Von	Averkamp,	still	contains	the	chalk-written	last	
menu	and	prices.
	 “At	the	end,	everything	in	fast	Eddies	went	to	auc-
tion,”	said	Von	Averkamp.	“We	don’t	know	where	the	
signs	have	been	all	these	years,	but	we	are	very	glad	
people	are	becoming	more	interested	in	saving	our	
unique	Island	heritage	and	donating	items	like	these	to	
the	historical	society,	where	they	will	be	preserved	and	
enjoyed	by	future	generations.”
	 Von	Averkamp	came	across	the	menu	board	in	the	back	
room	of	the	Memory	Lane	Antique	Shop,	306	12th	St.	W.	in	
downtown	Bradenton.	The	shop	donated	the	menu	sign.	The	
smaller	sign	was	donated	by	Islanders	Ed	and	Diane	Ice.
	 “I	 think	 it’s	 amazing,”	 she	 said.	 “We	are	 just	
thrilled.”

Zoe Von Averkamp, left, and Sissy Quinn with the newest addition to the historical society.

New legal action   
brought against GSR
By	Rick	catlin

Islander	Reporter
	 Add	Brigeen	and	Michael	Buckley	of	522	Magno-
lia	Ave.	in	Anna	Maria	to	the	growing	list	of	Islanders	
disenchanted	with	gSR	Development	LLc.
	 In	addition	to	a	claim	in	federal	bankruptcy	court	
against	the	financially	troubled	company	for	$500,000,	
the	Buckley’s	have	filed	an	action	with	the	court	claim-
ing	gSR	and	Bon	Eau	Enterprises	of	Sarasota	owe	them	
an	easement	at	gSR’s	Villa	Rosa	property	in	Anna	
Maria.
	 The	documents	claim	that	they	have	a	signed	ease-
ment	agreement	with	gSR	dated	Aug.	20,	2004,	and	
they	should	have	been	granted	the	easement	when	gSR	
and	Bon	Eau	filed	the	Villa	Rosa	plat	with	the	Manatee	

county	circuit	court	on	Dec.	7,	2006.
	 The	easement	has	not	been	conveyed	to	them,	said	
the	Buckleys,	and	they	want	to	join	the	gSR	bank-
ruptcy	case	to	get	what’s	due	them.
	 In	other	gSR	news,	gSR	attorney	Richard	Prosser	
filed	a	motion	last	week	asking	the	federal	court	to	
name	the	real	estate	firm	of	Michael	Saunders	&	com-
pany	as	exclusive	listing	broker	for	Bayfront	Holdings	
LLc,	an	alleged	gSR	subsidiary.
	 The	property	that	would	be	listed	is	at	206	56th	St.,	
unit	B	in	Holmes	Beach,	and	110-B	Seventh	St.	S.	in	
Bradenton	Beach.
	 RoseBay	Real	Estate	currently	holds	exclusive	list-
ings	for	a	number	of	other	gSR	properties	on	the	Island,	
including	Villa	Rosa.
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P.O. Box 265, Bradenton Beach, FL 34217

Pet Sitters
INTERNATIONAL

TheBag Lady
Just ask for me - 

I’ll be the bag behind 
the counter

Mention this ad, get 10% off
412 10th Ave. W. • Palmetto • 722-9916

7604 Cortez Rd. • Bradenton • 761-0607

       Choose from Leather • Metallic 
• Handpainted Handbags • Accessories • Jewelry

No need to go street 
shopping in New York City … 

We have all the famous designer names!

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!

778-2882 or 387-0607  www.FatCatCarpetCleaning.com
LARRY & NANCY HOUSE, OWNERS

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning • Stain & Odor Control
Tile and Grout Color, Cleaning and Stain Control!

Granny’s Attic Sale 
   Freedom Village 

(Behind Blake Medical Center) 

Saturday • March 24
9am - 1pm 

Miscellaneous household 
items, jewelry, tools, crafts.

Open to the Public

6406 21st Ave. W., BrAdenton 

Island police reports
Anna Maria City
	 March	9,	100	S.	Bay	Blvd.,	found	property.	An	
unknown	person	found	a	ring	at	the	Anna	Maria	City	
Pier	and	left	it	at	the	Island	chamber	of	commerce,	
which	reported	the	incident.	The	ring	was	placed	in	the	
property	room.
	 March	10,	902	S.	Bay	Blvd.,	Galati	Marine,	leav-
ing	scene	of	boating	accident.	A	boater	pulled	into	the	
marina	for	fuel	and,	when	informed	that	the	marina	was	
closed,	became	irate,	according	to	the	report.	As	the	
boater	was	leaving,	he	turned	his	boat	toward	the	res-
taurant	and	struck	two	pilings,	causing	minor	damage	to	
the	pilings,	unknown	damage	to	the	vessel,	and	ceiling	
dust	to	fall	into	a	restaurant	patron’s	meal,	which	had	
to	be	replaced.	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	
Commission officers were notified, but the boater left 
the	scene	before	their	arrival.	
	 March	10,	11101	Gulf	Drive,	lost	property.	The	
complainant	said	she	had	lost	her	wallet,	containing	
credit cards and identification.
	 March	10,	100	S.	Bay	Blvd.,	city	pier,	suspicious.	
Witnesses	reported	three	juveniles	“acting	up”	at	the	
pier	 restaurant	when	 the	alarm	sounded.	Deputies	
responded,	and	all	areas	appeared	secure.
	 March	11,	700	block	North	Shore	Drive,	suspi-
cious.	Deputies	responded	to	a	complaint	wherein	a	
shore fisher said boaters snagged and broke his fishing 
line with their fishing lines. After a verbal argument, 
the	boaters	left	the	scene.
	 March	14,	300	Gulf	Boulevard,	found	property.	A	
resident flagged down a deputy to hand over a pair of 
glasses	that	had	been	found.

	 March	15,	700	block	North	Shore	Drive,	fraud.	
The	complainant	said	she	had	noted	charges	on	her	
credit	card	that	amounted	to	less	than	$100	that	he	did	
not charge. His bank was notified and the account was 
closed.	

Bradenton Beach
	 No	reports.

Holmes Beach
	 March	10,	4000	Gulf	Drive,	Manatee	Public	Beach,	
theft.	Lifeguards	reported	that	signs	posting	the	swim-
ming	area	of	the	beach	as	a	“no	skimboard”	zone	were	
missing.
 March 10, 3900 Gulf Drive, beverage law. Officers 
observed	a	man	driving	erratically	and,	after	stopping	
him for the traffic infraction, noticed a strong odor of 
alcohol	and	discovered	an	open	bottle	of	rum	in	the	
front	part	of	the	vehicle.	His	mother	was	contacted	and	
drove	him	home.
	 March	11,	4000	Gulf	Drive,	Manatee	Public	Beach,	
trespass.	Lifeguards	said	they	had	told	a	man	several	
times	not	to	skimboard	within	a	designated	swimming	
area	of	the	beach,	and	the	skimboarder	became	sarcastic	
and profane. Officers responded and issued the man a 
trespass	warning	and	he	left	the	beach.
 March 15, 7100 block Palm Drive, battery. Officers 
responded	to	a	domestic	call	and	heard	a	man	scream-
ing	as	they	pulled	up	to	the	house.	The	complainant	said	
her	son	had	come	home	from	work	“totally	out	of	con-
trol”	and	began	to	scream	and	slap	her.	He	became	more	
irate	when	he	was	being	handcuffed.	He	was	charged	
with	domestic	battery	and	resisting	arrest	without	vio-
lence.

Streetlife Anna Maria city hall 
return deadline: 

June 8
By	Rick	Catlin

Islander Reporter
	 Anna	Maria	city	commissioners	in	a	special	meet-
ing	March	16	learned	that	the	temporary	city	hall	at	
Crosspointe	Fellowship	will	need	to	return	to	its	per-
manent	home	on	Gulf	Drive	by	June	8.	Mayor	Fran	
Barford	indicated	the	church	needs	its	annex	hall	back	
in	time	for	vacation	Bible	school	this	summer.
	 Commissioners	acted	quickly	to	get	repairs	under	
way	at	the	Gulf	Drive	facility,	approving	two	mea-
sures	totaling	a	maximum	of	$15,000	to	begin	asbes-
tos	and	mold	abatement	and	remediation	on	April	2,	
and	approving	a	third	measure	for	$9,600	for	an	expert	
witness	in	the	city’s	possible	legal	action	to	recover	its	
costs in the fiasco.
 The city plans to file a claim against Roof USA of Weeki 
Wachee,	the	company	it	claims	is	responsible	for	the	interior	
damage	that	caused	the	mold	and	asbestos	problems.
	 Barford	presented	a	time	line	for	the	remediaton	
that	would	have	the	city	begin	the	process	of	returning	
to	its	rightful	home	on	May	25.
 Under the plan, the city will have spent $96,786 by 
the time it returns home, and that figure doesn’t include 
legal	costs,	which	the	city	hopes	to	recover	in	a	lawsuit	
or	negotiated	settlement.
	 Attorney	Mark	Nelson,	an	expert	attorney	in	busi-
ness litigation with the Bradenton law firm of Ozark, 
Perron	and	Nelson	P.A.,	has	been	retained	by	the	city	
to proceed with the legal action against Roof USA and 
its	insurance	carrier.
	

Garden tour March 31 to benefit orchestra
	 The	fourth	annual	Anna	Maria	Island	Garden	Tour	
showcasing the signs of spring is a benefit for the sound 
of music, specifically that of the Anna Maria Island 
Community	Chorus	and	Orchestra.
 A week after AMICCO performs its season finale, 
the	garden	tour	takes	place.	The	tour,	March	31,	will	
be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and features five Island gar-
dens:
	 •	Angelinos	Sea	Lodge,	2828	Ave.	E,	Holmes	
Beach.
	 •	The	Duncan	residence,	5706	Carissa	St.,	Holmes	
Beach.
	 •	The	Craft	residence,	266	Gladiolus	St.,	Anna	Maria.

	 •	The	Brooks/Schlegel	property,	5	Lakeview	Place,	
Anna	Maria.
	 •	 The	 Kendler	 residence,	 118	 Neptune	 Lane,	
Holmes	Beach.
	 At	select	gardens,	tourgoers	will	be	able	to	pur-
chase	gardenware	and	other	items.	They	will	also	hear	
music	provided	by	AMICCO	members.
	 Tickets	for	the	tour	are	$10	in	advance	and	$12	the	
day	of	the	event.	Tickets	are	available	at	various	loca-
tions	on	the	Island,	including	the	Anna	Maria	Island	
Chamber	of	Commerce	and	Ginny’s	Antiques	and	Art	
in	Holmes	Beach	and	Ginny’s	&	Jane	E’s	at	the	Old	
IGA	in	Anna	Maria.
	 Tour	organizers	include	co-chairs	Jeanie	Pickwick	and	
Karen	Lockwood	and	committee	members	Michelle	Bel-

lerue,	Monica	Fleisch,	Dantia	Gould,	Carol	Knapp,	Donna	
Misner,	Su	Pontius,	Brookie	Ritchie	and	Sally	York.
	 For	more	information,	call	778-1880.

Blood drive is scheduled on 
Longboat March 28

	 A	blood	drive	will	be	from	8	to	10	a.m.	Wednes-
day,	March	28,	at	 the	Longboat	Key/Lido	Key/St.	
Armands Key Chamber of Commerce office, 6960 Gulf 
of	Mexico	Drive,	Longboat.
	 Donors	will	get	a	free	wellness	checkup	and	a	Chick-
Fil-A	chicken	sandwich.	Appointments	may	be	made	and	
further	information	received	at	383-2466,	or	“just	come	
to the chamber office between 8 and 10 a.m.”
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Jeff Cotney smiles through “frosted mugs” at the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Holmes Beach.

At the end of the route, parade organizer Sean 
Murphy of the sponsoring Beach Bistro, thanks 
participants — some in vehicles, some on foot and 
some on horseback. “Come back next year.” 

The Manatee High School marching band horn sec-
tion heralded the St. Patrick’s day celebration.

The Manatee Sugar Canes showed appropriate St. Pat enthusiasm.

A Dunedin High School bagpiper, left, and above, St. Pat-
rick himself greets his subjects aboard the O’Connor fl oat.

Tinkerbell, 
her bead 
collection, 
and owner 
Carol 
Bradley of 
Ellenton.

The Sahib Temple Model-Ts were a fun addition to 
the St. Patty’s Day afternoon parade.

A bashful Andrew Burgess rides his Mustang at the 
tail end of the parade.

Islander Photos: Lisa Neff and Bonner Joy
A rider cracks his whip on the “trail,” to the delight 
of onlookers.

An Island Parade for St. Patrick’s Day
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Tour of homes benefits community center
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 Mary Ann Tyler kicked off her high heels and 
stepped onto the 2007 Tour of Homes March 17.
 Tyler had forgotten rule No. 1 in the brochure 
for the Anna Maria Island Community Center benefit 
— “high heels are not to be worn inside any of the 
houses.”
 “I’ll gladly give up my shoes for a chance to see 
these homes,” said Tyler, a visitor from Rockford, Ill., 
who plans to build her own Gulf Coast home next 
spring.
 Tyler and others participating in the annual Tour of 
Homes helped to raise money for the community center 
and taking home some design ideas. 
 Center executive director Pierrette Kelly predicted 
a record-setting tour in income and attendance. A pre-
liminary figure put the fundraising at $34,250.
 “I’m a kitchen freak,” said Melissa Powers, of Bra-
denton, as she entered a tour home in Holmes Beach. 
“I want to go right to the kitchen and see what they’ve 
got. Even at Graceland.”
 For a $15 advance ticket — $3 more the day of the 
tour — visitors toured six homes. Featured homes in 
Holmes Beach included the Reinholz residence at 6503 
Marina Drive, the Venters residence at 6805 Holmes 
Blvd., the Rully residence at 103 75th St., and the Kim-
ball residence at 6405 Gulf Drive. 
 In Anna Maria, the featured homes were the 
DePorre residence at 801 North Shore Drive and 
the Bello home at 809 North Shore Drive.
  The community center also raised money with an 
arts and crafts boutique outside the Reinholz home, a 
wine tasting courtesy of Beach Bistro, 6600 Gulf Drive, 
Holmes Beach, and a quilt raffle courtesy of the Eye-
land Needlers.
 Local resident Bob Blake won the “Patches of Para-
dise” quilt the group created for the tour in a drawing 
Saturday afternoon at the Reinholz home. Blake was 
not present for the drawing, but received a phone call 
from Penny Reinholz.

Dianne and Doug DeLong show volunteer Karen LaPensee their 
tickets before touring the John and Penny Reinholz home, 6503 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, on the 2007 Tour of Homes for the 
Anna Maria Island Community Center.

Center volunteer John Reinholz spins 
the tickets for the “Patches of Para-
dise” quilt raffle March 17. Penny 
Reinholz also gave the tickets a spin 
before tourgoer Connie Wolgast drew 
the winning name — Bob Blake.

Center 
sweet 
center
Paul and Pier-
rette Kelly, 
executive direc-
tor of the Anna 
Maria Island 
Community 
Center, fill out 
tickets for the 
“Patches of 
Paradise” quilt 
raffle during 
the 2007 Tour 
of Homes. 
Islander 
Photos: Lisa 
Neff

Cheers to Island Players, ‘Drinking Alone’
By Lisa Neff

Islander Theater Critic
 “Drinking Alone” is the toast of the Island Players 
58th season.
 The play’s title, “Drinking Alone,” sounds like the 
name of a serious drama, something along the lines of 
“The Lost Weekend” or “Barflies.”
 And consider the back story —a man leaves his 
alcoholic wife and his children. Twenty-two years later 
the man has remarried and the two children have grown 
up — yet they still wonder what went wrong and why. 
Yes, this play is full of heady stuff — infidelity, jeal-
ousy, abandonment, illness, alcoholism.
 But instead of delivering a devastatingly sad drama, 
the Island theater group serves up a devastatingly funny 
comedy.
 Director Phyllis Elfenbein, a veteran at the Island 
Players theater, is the master mixologist for this cock-
tail.
 The first ingredient in her comedic drink is the 
finely crafted script by Norm Foster, one of Canada’s 
most prolific and popular contemporary playwrights. 
The script is achingly funny and tenderly tragic — 
sometimes within the same line.
 Add in the stage management talents of Carol 
Cozan, the set design work of Jack Abene, the subtle 
light design of Chris McVicker, the sound design of 
Bob Grant, the costume design of Don Bailey and the 
production staff’s commitment.
 Then, to create this potent cocktail, stir in the tal-
ents of Gabe Simches as the truant father Ivan Todd, 
Laura Morales as the sweet second Mrs. Todd, Dianne 
Brin as cool daughter Carrie, John Durkin as under-
achieving son Joe and Elaine Levin as his faux fiancé 
Renee. All the characters possess secrets. All the actors 
possess enough skill that the audience cares to learn 
those secrets – and see the characters overcome their 
foibles.
 Simches, a familiar actor to the Island Players audi-
ence, creates a character both crotchety and cute as he 
barks and bites fatherly wisdom and wise cracks, like 
his claim to have “a prostate the size of a pumpkin.”
 Morales and Durkin get their characters just right. 

The audience believes that after more than two decades 
of marriage to Ivan Todd, Phyllis Todd is still an out-
sider in this family of strangers. Durkin’s troubled Joe 
Todd seems almost broken, a 40-year-old man afraid 
to make friends, get a date, have sex or succeed in 
business, a 40-year-old man still waiting for a “father-
knows-best” lecture.
 Brin as the tough, brassy, beer-guzzling daughter 
delivers the best stage moment when she stands alone 
waiting for her father’s hug. Her yearning is so strongly 
felt that later, when she gets that hug, the audience 
delivers a collective “ahh.”
 Levin plays the Dates Ahoy escort hired by Joe to 

play his fiancé. She darts into her dizzying dialogue 
and, with some screwball set-ups, draws together father 
and daughter, and father and son.
 “Drinking Alone” continues through April 1 at 
the Island Players playhouse, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna 
Maria. Performances are at 8 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. The theater is dark on 
Mondays.
 The box office is open Monday-Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and an hour before each performance. 
Call 778-5755 for ticket information.
 The final production of the season will be “Guest 
in the House,” which opens May 10.

 “Drinking Alone” features, from left, Gabe Simches, Dianne Brin, John Durkin, Elaine Levin and Laura 
Morales. It will be onstage through April 1 at the Island Players, 10009 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria. Performances 
are at 8 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Islander Photo: Bonner Joy
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FUN FASHIONS • UNIQUE GIFTS
YEAR ROUND CHRISTMAS SHOP

DEE’S bOUTIQUE
Gift and Christmas Shoppe

3228 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach
Anna Maria Island Center • 778-4665

Fashions
•	 Casual to cruisewear
•	 Jewelry and accessories
•	 Big selection of
	 French Dressing Jeans

GiFts
•	 Pottery and art glass
•	 Dolls and tea sets
•	 Nautical

Christmas
•	 Thousands of themed and
	 Florida ornaments
•	 Nutcrackers
•	 Fabriché Santas
•	 Tree toppers
•	 Holiday music boxes and carousels
and much more

Huge Sale
50% Off All ChristmAs

lOts Of ClOthing 50% Off SHOPBEACH SHOPBEACH

The finest 
selection of one- 

and two-piece 
swimsuits!

The BesT shop on The BeACh!

4000 Gulf Drive • 941-778-5442
Holmes Beach at the Manatee County Public Beach

Plus hats, sandals, accessories, fashions, turquoise 
jewelry, beach toys, great gifts and more!

When you need tax help - -
We think outside of the shell

Home/Business Pick Up and Delivery
Hours: Monday-Friday after 5 pm; and Saturday-Sunday 8 am to 5 pm

Turtle Tax and Accounting

Timely and Accurate Tax Returns
Prepared by an Enrolled Agent*

*Tested and Certified  by the IRS

Serving Individuals and Small Businesses
(Personal, Sole Proprietors, Partnerships, LLC’s, Corporations, Non-Profits)

779-8686
Browse the gift shop & sample Florida fruit wines.

Coming soon - gourmet food section.
5350 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach • 778-8300

(Between Hurricane Hanks & the Post Office)

Organic Teas, 
Costa Rican Whole 
Bean Coffee, 
Teapots, Mugs, 
Kosher Cookies, 
Old-Fashioned 
Candies, Hostess 
Gifts, Chocolates

☞ ☞

COMe in FOR a TROpiCal, CusTOM easTeR BasKeT

6630 Cortez Rd. W. • Bradenton 

795-3900 or 800-741-4390
Fantasy Travel
Open Late • Sat 9:30-12:30 
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5pm - Canadian 
Rockies by Rail,
   

Please join us March 28 for a       

                          presentation

Please join us by RSVP to Brittany.
RefReShmentS and dooR PRizeS!

and 7pm - U.S. 
Canyon Country.

6pm - Italy,

France, Norway 
are concert’s 
focus Sunday

By Jim Hanson
Islander Reporter

	 The	winner	of	the	inaugural	competition	to	find	
young	artists	will	be	featured	in	the	Anna	Maria	Island	
Community	Chorus	and	Orchestra’s	season	finale	con-
cert	Sunday,	March	25.	
	 He	is	Andrew	Lapp,	an	11th-grader	at	Sarasota	
Christian	School,	and	he	will	perform	the	first	move-
ment	of	Edvard	Grieg’s	“Piano	Concerto.”	
	 The	concert	winding	up	the	performance	season	for	
the	Island	volunteer	aggregation	will	be	at	2	p.m.	at	the	
Crosspointe	Fellowship,	8605	Gulf	Drive,	Anna	Maria.	
	 The	title	of	the	concert	is	“A	Taste	of	France,	a	Dash	
of	Norway,”	and	young	Lapp	will	provide	the	Norwegian	
flavor.	He	is	an	honor	student	and	award-winning	musi-
cian	with	prizes	in	composition	as	well	as	piano	under	
his	belt.	He	also	studies	the	organ,	plays	the	violin	in	his	
church	orchestra,	and	accompanies	his	school’s	touring	
choir.	He	was	chosen	from	among	the	contestants	in	the	
first	of	the	orchestra’s	Young	Artists	Competition.	
	 Also	on	Sunday’s	program	are	selections	by	Mau-
rice	Ravel,	Jacques	Offenbach,	Charles	Gounod	and	
Gabriel	Faure.	
	 Soloists	will	be	repeat	performers	of	AMICCO	
concerts,	bass-baritone	Douglas	Renfroe	and	soprano	
Loraine	Murphy-Renfroe.	
	 Tickets	at	$15	may	be	purchased	at	the	Anna	Maria	
Island	Chamber	of	Commerce	office,	5313	Gulf	Drive,	
Holmes	Beach;	by	calling	778-1217;	or	at	the	door.	
	 Further	information	may	be	obtained	by	telephon-
ing778-1716.	

Community musicians to play season finale
At 2 p.m. March 25, with strings tuned and voices trained, the Anna Maria Island Community Chorus and 
Orchestra performs its season finale. The concert, set to take place at Crosspointe Fellowship, formerly known 
as the Island Baptist Church, 8605 Gulf Drive, will feature the work of Maurice Ravel, Jacques Offenbach, 
Charles Gounod and Gabriel Faure. Information: 778-1716. Islander Photo: Courtesy the Rev. Jim Meena
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Perico Island Counseling Services
Improve the Quality 

of Your Life
Carol Greer Siemaszko

B.A. Ed., M.A. Psych
CERTIFIED COUNSELOR

AND LIFE COACH

941-794-1492
Perico Island • Bradenton Na

t. 
ce

rt.
 0

07
40

Specializing in:
Speech, Language, Oral-Motor, Behavioral Communication, 

Reading and Music Therapy & Evaluations
4016 Cortez Road West, Suite 1105 • Bradenton, Florida 34210

941-758-3559 • 941-758-3499 (fax) • giraffic1105@aol.com 

Unique diet book that explains 
metabolism and shows how 
popular eating customs and 

stress affect weight gain. 

Bradenton Beach Diet Book

Hardback and softback available at 
Heitel Jewelers • 941-792-1781

6387 Manatee Ave. W. • Bradenton 

Also available at the AMI chamber

ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING IN PAIN?

TRICIA GRAZIANO, A.P, D.O.M
Board Certifi ed Acupuncture Physician

Located at: Island Chiropractic Center 
3612 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach

941-773-6134

ACUPUNCTURE CAN TREAT: Neck and Back Pain 
     Shoulder Pain •  Carpal Tunnel  

    Syndrome • and much more!

House committees 
take up impact 

fee measure
By Lisa Neff

Islander Reporter
 A measure to raise West Manatee Fire Rescue Dis-
trict’s impact fees on new construction has cleared one 
legislative committee.
 The House Committee on Urban and Local Affairs 
approved the measure 8-0 March 14, WMFR Chief 
Andy Price reported at the district commission meet-
ing March 15 at the Holmes Beach station.
 Voters approved the increase in fees last November 
that has been unanimously approved by the Manatee 
County Legislative Delegation in February.
 Now the matter needs the approval of the state 
House, senate and the governor. As of press time, the 
measure still needed review by two committees — the 
House Government Efficiency and Accountability 
Council and the House Policy and Budget Council 
— before going to the House floor.
 “Our bill is moving right along,” Price said. “We 
shouldn’t have any problem with this.”
 Specifically, the bill would allow an increase in fees 
for new construction to pay for new facilities and equip-
ment. Past impact fee funds, for example, purchased 
thermal-imaging equipment and laptop computers.
 The current impact fee schedule, set in 1985, is 
$100 for new residential construction and $200 for the 
first 5,000 square feet of commercial construction.
 The revised schedule would be $500 for new resi-
dential construction and $980 for 5,000 square feet of 
new commercial construction. Additional commercial 
construction would be charged 25 cents per square foot, 
after the bill is approved.
 In other business, the commission discussed a 
2005-06 audit report, refining dispatch operations, 
officer training courses and erecting a monument to 
the firefighters lost in the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001.
 Commissioners endorsed the effort to memorialize 
fallen firefighters in February, but that meeting was cut 
short by a fire that broke out at nearby Westbay Point 
& Moorings.
 Firefighter Carlo Valente and Battalion Chief Barry 
Brooks are working on the project with Anna Maria 
architect Gene Aubry to create a symbolic tribute to 
the twin towers of the World Trade Center.
 “Gene’s in the final phase of the blueprint,” Brooks 
told commissioners last week. He added that prelimi-
nary work took place to test the ground at the station 
in Holmes Beach.
 “It’s going to be fairly heavy,” Brooks said of the 
memorial.
 Funding for the memorial can be raised with dona-
tions, said Brooks.
 The district’s audit for fiscal 2005-06, a period 
that ended last fall, found no problems and showed 
expenses were less than anticipated at about $4.4 mil-
lion and revenues, due to grants, higher than anticipated 

at about $4.8 million.
 “The audit went well,” auditor Ed Leonard said. 
“Your books are in good shape.”
	 “I couldn’t be happier with the way our finances 
are going,” Price said.
 The audit report was delivered as district personnel 
are beginning work on the next fiscal budget.
	 “We will be coming back next month with more 
budget information,” Price said.

WMFR honors own
The West Manatee Fire Rescue District commission honored firefighters during a meeting March 15 at the 
Island station in Holmes Beach. Firefighter Mike Petrosino, left, received a promotion to third-class. Firefight-
ers Buddy Bowen and Keith Miller received promotions to second-class. Firefighter Jimmy Leigh received a 
promotion to lieutenant. Firefighter Ryan Moore, not at the meeting, has received a first-class pin. Islander 
Photos: Lisa Neff

 Regarding the dispatch operations, Price said the 
fire district and the county’s emergency medical ser-
vice are now using the same radio frequency when 
they respond to medical calls. The change in procedure 
began March 5 in an effort to improve communication 
as different teams respond to situations.
 The commission’s next meeting is scheduled for 6 
p.m. April 19 at Station 1, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach.

West 
Manatee 
Fire Rescue 
Deputy 
Chief Brett 
Pollock, 
Deputy 
Fire Mar-
shall Kurt 
Lathrop 
and Chief 
Andy Price 
received 25-
year service 
awards 
during the 
district 
meeting 
March 15. 
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Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed 
for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours 
of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, to treatment.

778-0722
Island Chiropractic Center

3612 East Bay Drive • Holmes Beach

Feeling good again can begin with a visit 
to Island Chiropractic – for a limited time, 
we are offering:
• Consultation • Examination
• Initial X-rays (if needed)
• Report of Findings • sEMG
A $168 value … All for only $35

St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration

Good Health … is the pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow. May the luck of the Irish be with you.

Dr. Goerg & Staff

Valid March 14-28, 2007

The Island Experts 
since 1972

Turn to West Coast Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 
for technical expertise, customer satisfaction and Carrier 
systems that are second to none. Serving the Island 
communities for 35 years, we’ll make sure you’re as 
comfortable with us as you are with your home 
comfort system. 
• Unmatched Carrier expertise, effi ciency and reliability
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential and commercial

778-9622
5347 Gulf Drive, No. 4, 
Holmes Beach Business Center, Holmes Beach

www.gloriadeilutheran.com
6608 Marina Drive

Holmes Beach

778-1813

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Rosemary W. Backer

Wednesday  7pm (thru March 28)

Saturday 5pm – Service of Celebration
Sunday 8 & 10:30am – Worship Service 

Nursery available at 10:30am
Youth Sunday School 10:30am

Holy Eucharists 
Sun. 7:30, 9 & 11 am

Thurs. 9:30 am (Healing)
Call for Holy Days

4408 Gulf Dr.
Holmes Beach
941-778-1638

www.annunciationami.org
for more information

Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

All are welcome! 

Pastor
Stephen King
Sunday 9:30am

779-1912 • www.harveymemorial.org
300 Church Ave. • Bradenton Beach 

2 blocks north of Bridge St. Clock Tower
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www.islander.org

check us out at
www.islander.org

Jessie’s back
Jessie and Hank Belval, the former 
owners of Jessie’s Island Deli in 
Holmes Beach, are back in business 
in Bradenton, this time with Jessie’s 
Liquors at 3551 53rd Ave. W. in the 
Cherry’s Plaza across from Winn-Dixie. 
Islander Photo: Rebecca Barnett

Island Biz
By Rick Catlin

Going clearance
Ginny’s Antiques and Art store at 5602 
Marina Drive in Holmes Beach is clos-
ing its doors due to increasing taxes, 
high insurance rates and a slowdown 
in volume. The Anna Maria location 
for Ginny and Jane E’s Bakery at 9807 
Gulf Drive will remain in operation. 
Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

AmSouth open for grand 
opening
The Anna Maria Island branch of 
AmSouth Bank on Manatee Avenue in 
Holmes Beach is now open for busi-
ness and will hold its grand opening 
celebration starting Monday, March 
26, and ending with a block party 
open to the public from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, March 31. The official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony is Thursday, 
March 29, at 10:30 a.m. For more 
information, call AmSouth at 778-
8060. Islander Photo: Rick Catlin

Kiffle Kitchen 
comes to Island

	 What	started	as	a	part-time	home	
bakery	business	for	Pennsylvania	resi-
dent	Lee	Kosciolek	22	years	ago	has	
turned	 into	 a	 nationwide	 enterprise,	
thanks	to	Lee’s	growing	reputation	for	
making	some	great	kiffles	and	other	
bakery	products.
	 Lee’s	part-time	business	is	now	a	
full-time enterprise known as the Kiffle 
Kitchen,	and	the	mail-order	business	is	

booming,	thanks	to	the	Internet.
	 Kiffles	 are	 double	bite-size	pas-
tries wrapped around a fruit or nut fill-
ing	and	Lee’s	recipe	is	a	family	tradi-
tion	that	came	from	Hungary	decades	
ago. The Kiffle Kitchen also makes and 
ships	other	delicacies,	such	as	nut	toss-
les,	almond	and	raspberry	cookies,	and	
walnut,	poppy,	raspberry	and	apricot	
rolls.
 Lee says the kiffles make excellent 
gifts	for	Mother’s	Day,	Father’s	Day,	
Valentine’s	Day,	Easter,	Christmas	and	
for	just	about	any	occasion.
	 The	 goods	 are	 baked	 fresh	 and	
sealed	in	tins	that	are	mailed	immedi-
ately	to	customers.
 Kiffle Kitchen’s retail outlet is in 
Allentown,	Pa.,	but	Lee	has	had	great	
success	on	Anna	Maria	Island	with	Inter-
net	orders	coming	in	daily.
	 To	 learn	 more	 about	 the	 Kiffle	
Kitchen	 Bakery	 products,	 call	 610-
759-2965,	 toll	 free	 at	 1-866-543-
3537	 or	 inquire	 on	 the	 Internet	 at	
ww.KiffleKitchen.com

Chamber  
welcomes new 

members
	 	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Chamber	of	
Commerce	welcomed	nine	new	mem-
bers	at	its	monthly	breakfast	at	the	Sun	
House	restaurant	in	Bradenton	Beach	
March	14.	The	breakfast	was	sponsored	
by	Coast	Bank.	The	new	members	are:
 • AmSouth Bank, 3900 Sixth Ave., 
Holmes	Beach,	778-8060.
	 •	A1	Vacations	Anna	Maria	Island	
Rentals,	158	Jewell	Drive,	Brandon,	
Miss.,	Aimee	Faulkner,	601-825-9885.
	 •	Endless	Summer,	19	Pine	St.,	Nan-
tucket,	Mass.,	Norris	Whelden.
	 •	Closet	Tailors,	4668	33rd	St.	E.,	
Bradenton,	Parnell	LaLonde	IV,	462-
3566.
	 •	DaVinci	Kitchens,	5355	McIntosh	
Road,	Suite	E.,	Sarasota,	Will	Smith	and	
Tom	Linsley,	922-6300,	778-3024.

	 •	 Captain	 Josh,	 4572	 Riverview	
Blvd.,	Bradenton,	Josh	Peurifoy,	447-
6345,	747-4626.
	 •	Myers	Heating	&	Coolings,	252	
Gates	Creek	Road,	Bradenton,	Steve	
Myers,	746-0042.
	 •	Evergreen	Air	&	H20	Inc.,	11015	
Browning	Road,	Lithia,	William	Jen-
newine	Jr.,	813-571-2547.
	 In	 other	 chamber	 business,	 the	
March business card exchange will be 
held	Wednesday,	March	28,	at	Bay-
side	Banquet	in	Cortez	with	Cortez	
Welding	and	Capt.	Kim’s	as	hosts	for	
the	event.
	 A	fashion	show	will	be	held	Friday,	
March	30,	starting	at	11:30	a.m.	at	the	
Bradenton	Yacht	Club.	Advance	reserva-
tions	are	needed.
	 The	latest	edition	of	the	Anna	Maria	
Island	Chamber	of	Commerce	map	and	
guidebook	is	now	available	at	the	cham-
ber offices at 5313 Gulf Drive in Holmes 
Beach.	Call	778-1541	for	more	informa-
tion.

Island real  
estate sales

	 1419	Gulf	Drive	N.,	Unit	1,	Ber-
muda	Beach	Club,	Bradenton	Beach,	
a 1,524 sfla / 2,622 sfur 3bed/2½bath 
condo built in 1999 was sold 02/27/07, 
Theis	to	Kelley	for	$985,000.
	 747	Jacaranda	Road,	Anna	Maria,	a	
2,193 sfla / 3,426 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car 
home built in 2005 on a 50x100 was sold 
03/01/07, Loudermilk to Anderson for 
$900,000:	list	$998,000.
	 223	Oak	Ave.,	Anna	Maria,	a	2,004	
sfla / 3,111 sfur 3bed/3bath/2car canal-
front home built in 1960 on a 100x125 
lot was sold 02/28/07, Achor to Powers 
for	$639,000.
 Jesse Brisson, broker/associate at 
Gulf-Bay Realty of Anna Maria, can be 
reached at Gulf-Bay (941) 778-7244. 
 Current Island real estate transac-
tions may also be viewed online at www.
islander.org. Copyright 2007
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Marsha Garlinger
	 Marsha	Garlinger,	51,	of	Bradenton,	died	March	
10.
	 Born	in	Newark,	N.J.,	Ms.	Garlinger	was	the	former	
manager	of	the	BeachHouse	Restaurant	in	Bradenton	
Beach.	She	held	a	real	estate	license.	She	was	a	gradu-
ate	of	University	of	California.
	 Memorial	services	were	March	14.	Memorial	con-
tributions	may	be	made	to	the	American	Heart	Associa-
tion,	P.O.	Box	21475,	St.	Petersburg	FL	33742.	Brown	
and	Sons	Funeral	Home,	43rd	Street	Chapel,	was	in	
charge	of	arrangements.
	 She	is	survived	by	sisters	Erin	Kott	of	Connecticut	
and	Barbara	of	California;	and	parents	Joyce	Manely	
and	Bernard,	both	of	Bradenton.	

Mary Elizabeth Kirkley
	 Mary	Elizabeth	Kirkley,	86,	of	Bradenton,	died	
March	12.
	 Born	in	Washington,	D.C.,	Ms.	Kirkley	moved	
to	Manatee	County	from	Newport	Beach,	Calif.,	in	
1990.
	 Memorial	services	were	March	17	at	St.	Bernard	
Catholic Church, Holmes Beach. Griffith-Cline Funeral 
Home	was	in	charge	of	arrangements.
	 She	 is	 survived	 by	 brother	 William	 of	 Punta	
Gorda.

Mark R. Ricci
	 Mark	R.	Ricci,	64,	of	Sarasota,	died	March	15.
	 Born	in	Keen,	N.H.,	Mr.	Ricci	was	a	self-employed	
computer	consultant.	He	was	a	member	and	ruling	elder	
of	Church	of	the	Palms	Presbyterian	Church,	Sara-
sota.	
	 Memorial	services	were	March	19	at	the	church.	
Memorial	contributions	may	be	made	to	Church	of	the	
Palms	Presbyterian	Church,	3224	Bee	Ridge	Road,	
Sarasota	FL	34239.	Toale	Brothers	Funeral	Home	was	
in	charge	of	arrangements.
	 He	is	survived	by	wife	Janice;	daughter	Melissa	of	
Sacramento,	Calif.;	son	Jason	of	Orlando;	and	brother	
Scott	of	Holmes	Beach.

William ‘Bill’ Robinson
	 William	“Bill”	Robinson,	90,	of	Bradenton,	died	
March	7.	
	 Born	 in	 Piqua,	 Ohio,	 Mr.	 Robinson	 moved	
to	Manatee	County	from	West	Alexandria,	Ohio,	
in	1990.	He	 served	 in	 the	U.S.	Navy	Air	Corps	
in	World	War	II.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Moose	
Lodge,	Bradenton	Beach.	He	was	a	past	commander	
of	VFW	Post	9936	in	Dayton,	Ohio,	and	a	member	
of	the	American	Legion	in	West	Alexandria.	He	was	
past	president	of	Quarterback	Club	in	West	Alexan-
dria.	
	 Memorial	services	were	March	17.	Brown	and	Sons	
Funeral	Home,	43rd	Street	Chapel,	was	in	charge	of	
arrangements.
	 He	is	survived	by	wife	Mary;	daughter	Sandy	Ber-
berich	of	Sarasota;	son	Terry	of	Orlando;	sisters	Carole	
Everett of Sidney, Ohio, Dorothy Hoeflich of Green-
ville,	Ohio,	and	Millie	Knoff	of	Piqua;	brothers	Tom	
of	Bradenton,	and	Robert	of	Piqua;	six	grandchildren;	
and	eight	great-grandchildren.

Donald O. Thompson Sr.
	 Donald	O.	Thompson	Sr.,	80,	of	Sarasota,	died	
March	8.
	 Born	in	Illinois,	Mr.	Thompson	moved	to	Braden-
ton	in	1958,	where	he	helped	his	parents,	Willis	and	
Florence	Bright,	run	Bright’s	Bait	and	Tackle	Shop	in	
Bradenton	Beach	for	18	years.	He	served	in	the	U.S.	
Navy	from	1944-58.	
	 A	celebration	of	his	 life	was	held	March	17	at	
Manasota	Memorial	Chapel,	with	military	honors	con-
ducted	by	the	American	Legion	Kirby	Stewart	Post	24,	
Bradenton.	
	 He	is	survived	by	his	wife	of	53	years,	R.	Anne;	
sons	Donald	Jr.	and	David,	both	of	Bradenton;	brother	
Bill	of	Alabama;	sister	Evelyn	Blackman	of	North	Car-
olina; three granddaughters; five great-grandchildren; 
and	many	friends.	

Obituaries Publisher seeks recognition for Island native
By	Rick	Catlin

Islander	Reporter
	 Anna	Maria	Island	native	and	Bataan	Death	March	
survivor	Steve	Raymond,	whose	dramatic	story	of	sur-
vival	in	World	War	II	was	featured	in	the	March	14	
issue	of	The Islander,	will	mark	the	65th	Anniversary	
of	the	Death	March	on	April	9,	2007.
	 In	the	Philippines,	the	date	is	known	as	the	“Day	
of	Valor”	in	honor	of	the	estimated	15,000	Filipino	sol-
diers	who	died	on	the	march.	A	ceremony	will	be	held	
in	Manila,	but	Raymond,	now	90	years	old,	is	unable	
to	attend.	He’s	one	of	the	few	remaining	survivors	of	
the	march.
	 Concord Monitor	newspaper	editor	Mike	Pride,	
who	published	Raymond’s	book,	“Too	Dead	to	Die,”	
about	Raymond’s	WWII	experiences	as	a	prisoner	of	

war	of	the	Japanese	and	the	Death	March	,	has	esti-
mated	there	are	probably	only	about	100	Death	March	
survivors	still	alive.
	 “Time	is	taking	its	toll	on	them,”	said	Pride.	“I’m	
trying	to	organize	some	recognition	for	Steve	and	the	
other	survivors	who	are	still	with	us.”	Pride	said	he	
hopes	to	visit	Raymond	at	his	home	in	Lecanto	near	
Crystal	River	before	April	9	and	organize	local	or	
national	media	recognition	of	those	who	survived	the	
Death	March.
	 Following	Raymond’s	story	in	The Islander,	a	
number	of	WWII	veterans	have	called	asking	to	con-
tact	Raymond	or	to	purchase	his	book.	To	reach	Steve	
Raymond,	call	352-527-0389.	Autographed	copies	of	
“Too	Dead	to	Die”	may	be	purchased	through	Steve	
and	his	wife.

Parking and patronage
The parking lot of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 6608 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, is crowded with con-
sumers at the church’s annual “Community Craft and 
Clutter Sale.” The parking lot also held cars for the 
annual Tour of Homes, a benefit for the Anna Maria 
Island Community Center. Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

Breakfast and baked goods at St. B
St. Bernard Catholic Church will hold pancake 
breakfasts and bake sales Sunday, March 25, and 
Sunday, April 1. Pictured at a recent bake sale are 
Rita Total, Esther Betker and Karen Lagerman. The 
events are from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the church 
activity center, 248 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose

Enjoying the chamber
Roland Emerton, vice president of philanthropy 
at Easter Seals of Southwest Florida, and Debbie 
Wagner, owner of the Home Stylist, enjoy the Long-
boat Key/Lido Key/St. Armands Key Chamber of 
Commerce Breakfast in February. The chamber 
dishes up breakfast next at 8 a.m. Wednesday, March 
28, at its office, 6960 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat 
Key. Islander Photo: Nancy Ambrose 

Fisher’s festive 80th
Former Islander Wanda Fisher celebrates her 80th 
birthday with friends and family, including some 
surprise guests who traveled from Anna Maria Island 
to Fisher’s home in The Villages in central Florida. 
Pictured are Fisher, from left, her daughter Bari, Sue 
Arado, Joanne Ozydch, Sandy Dahl, Phyllis Lamp, 
Joyce Reith, Tootie Baldini and Bitsy Rademaker.

Luck o’ the Irish, 
McDowell honored
The Irishman of the 
year was crowned on St. 
Patrick’s Day by former 
Holmes Beach Commis-
sioner Don Maloney at the 
breakfast he hosts annu-
ally at the Moose Lodge in 
Bradenton Beach to honor 
the day and the “Irish in 
all of us.” Pictured here 
are, left to right, Malo-
ney, former Irishman of 
the year Bob Piccolo, 
this year’s honoree Sam 
McDowell, and former 
honorees John Corbett, 
Chuck Lester, Pat Geyer 
and Liz Christie-Cline and 
Sue Luzier, representing 
the Anna Maria Island 
Privateers. Not pictured, 
former Irish person of the 
year and photographer, 
Bonner Joy.



THE ISLANDER n MARcH 21, 2007 n 19

Open 7 AM • 7 DAys A Week • BeeR & WIne
4000 Gulf Drive •  Holmes Beach •  778-0784

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Every Wednesday 
4-8pm

All-You-
Can-Eat

$795

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$895

FRIDAY FISH FRY ~ 2-8 pm
with fries and slaw 

All-you-cAn-eAt

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Monday Italian Night
All-you-
can-eat

$795
4-8pm

Tuesday
sunseT specials

4-8pm

Cafe
 on the Beach

All-you-can-eat
Pancakes & Sausage

$595 Mon-Fri 7am-noon
Sat-Sun 7am-1pm

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Evening entertainment!  4-8pm

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Thursday German Buffet
All-you-
can-eat

$995
4-8pm

* Dinner buffet includes 
pizza, soup and salad bar!

*Dinner Pizza 
Buffet – $6.29

Lunch Pizza 
Buffet – $4.99

792-5300 • 10519 Cortez Rd. W. 
Mon-Sat • 11am-10pm • Sunday noon-9

House of Pizza

12012 Cortez Rd. W. • 792-4822

Pelican Petes
Seafood Bar & Grill

REAL British Fish & Chips
Monday ~ Dixieland Jazz - 8 piece band • 7 pm
Tuesday ~ An evening of smooth jazz • 8 pm
Thursday ~ British Night with homemade 

Shepherd’s Pie • Entertainment at 6 pm
Friday ~ Gulf Drive Band • 5:30-7:30 pm
Friday & saTurday ~ Karaoke 8:30 pm

saTurday ~ Musical Duo Berni & Joe 5:30 pm
Open daily 4-til late

St. Bernard Pancake 
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday • March 25 • 8-11:30 am
Adults $4 Children under 12 $1

INCLUDES:
Sausage, OJ, Coffee or Milk and 

All You Care to Eat Pancakes
Church Activity Center 

 43rd Street, Holmes Beach

Prost ans 

zwa gsuffa

The Best German Restaurant on Florida’s West Coast 

DINNer Hours: mon-SaT 5-9:30pm • 778-1320
anna maria Island Centre • 3246 E. Bay Drive • Holmes Beach 

Friday Special: Bavarian Haxen
please call ahead one day for haxen

Old FlOrida Fish Fry

(Next to Cortez Kitchen) • 4628 119th Street West • Cortez 
941-798-2035 • www.baysidebanquethall.com

Bayside Banquet hall

On the waterfront with 
Tiki bar libations
Each Monday 4:30pm-till?
There are no bad seats 
discover us …

All you 
can eat!

$8
120 Bridge St.

Bradenton Beach 
778-9088

2709 Cortez Rd. W. 
Bradenton
755-9825

∂ OPEN 8AM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK ∂

DISCOUNT LIQUOR • COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Coupon Good marCh 21-27, 2007

MANATEE COUNTY’S
#1 INDEPENDENT
BEVERAGE DEALER

$1199
Mr. Boston Vodka

1.75
LTR

$2299
Captain Morgan Rum

1.75
LTR

Mardi Gras fun
Celebrating and helping with the Mardi Gras dinner 
and dance at the Episcopal Church of the Annucia-
tion last week in Holmes Beach are Mary Saunders 
and the Rev. Harry Parcells in the kitchen window, 
flanked by Bruce Genge, left, and, right, Anne Jones 
and Harris Wainwright. Islander Photos: Bonner Joy

Gridiron, Gulf skies hold LBK retiree’s interest

Michael Givant, a seasonal resident of Longboat Key, 
visits the bridge that connects LBK to Anna Maria 
Island Jan. 4. Givant, a retired sociology professor 
who studied sports fans, is himself a fan of birding. 
Islander Photo: Lisa Neff

By Lisa Neff
Islander Reporter

 Michael Givant loves his New York Giants and he 
loves his Longboat Key herons.
 The seasonal Longboat Key resident approaches 
both loves with a professorial attitude. Givant, of Long 
Island, N.Y., is a retired sociology professor who for 
years studied sports fans and, whether the subject is 
football or birds, thoughts about Impressionist painters, 
poetics, Darwinism and Oedipus complex creep into his 
conversation.
 January was a good month for someone with 
Givant’s interests in activity on the gridiron and on the 
Gulf. The Giants made it to an NFC wild-card game 
against the Philadelphia Eagles that created an oppor-
tunity to erase memories of last year’s postseason flop. 
Plus, the birds were plentiful and varied in the winter 
on Longboat Key and Anna Maria Island.
 “I’ve been watching birds since 1989,” Givant said 
on a Thursday morning. “Birding is about detail. This 
is the time to bird.” The sun was just coming up and 
the tide was low as he walked across the Longboat Pass 
Bridge, looking at herons, gulls, egrets and pelicans 
along the way.
 He pointed toward Beer Can Island and the soft, 
curved line of the shore. “I love to look at that,” he 
said. “It’s just a beautiful effect. It reminds me of the 
Impressionists.”
 Givant wondered aloud what Claude Monet could 
have created looking out from the Longboat Key Bridge. 
Then, as a brown pelican flew from under the bridge 
toward the Gulf, he whispered, somewhat amazed with 
the bird’s power, “Look at that — you can’t buy this.… 
It’s freedom, life, beauty.”
 Givant, who arrived for the season on Dec. 31, 
2006, left behind work on an academic article about 
his research into sports fans. His research focused on 
three types of fans — the ego-intensive fan, the ego-
deprived fan and the communal fan — was based on 
hundreds of interviews conducted at football stadiums 
and during the NFL draft.
 “You have to be socialized into becoming a fan,” 
Givant said. “That’s oddly the most mundane thing 
about the most seemingly exotic behavior.”
 The ego-intensive fan comes to love what Dad 
loved. The ego-deprived fan comes from a “fractured” 
family and by becoming a fan fills a void. The com-

munal fan comes to love a team through a love for a 
community.
 “These people gave me a tour through the best 
parts of their lives,” Givant said, referring to the fans 
he interviewed. “They talked to me about love.”
 Givant became a Giants fan in 1956, the year they 
crushed the Chicago Bears 47-7 to win the NFL Cham-
pionship.
 Givant was 14 years old, growing up in a New York 
housing project, when he became a Giants fan. “If you 
want dismal, that’s dismal,” he said. “The Giants were 
like a Christmas tree. They lit it up. I identified with 
these guys.”
 But given a choice between seeing his Giants reach 
the Super Bowl and spotting the ivory-billed wood-
pecker, the holy grail of birds, Givant said he’d want 
to see the bird.
 He offered a logical professorial explanation. He’s 
seen the Giants play in the Super Bowl. He’s doubtful 
the ivory-billed woodpecker exists but would like to 
believe.

Ann and Jack Lewis were among the first to hit the 
dance floor to the rhythms of the Jimi G band at the 
Church of the Annunciation Mardi Gras celebration.



9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria
  (941) 779-0034

COTTAGE OR CAPPUCCINO
BEACHFRONT OR BREAKFAST...

LET US HELP YOU

Real Coffee & Realty

A2
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Rod & Reel Pier
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 Days

“Fresh Fish” Specials Daily
Ice-Cold Beer & Wine

778-1885
875 North Shore Drive • Anna Maria

We Know the Way 
to your dream home or an 

ideal vacation rental…

779-0202 • 800-732-6434 
5402 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach 

Island Shopping Center 
 www.suncoastinc.com 

REAL ESTATE LLC

B4

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Custom-built Privateer

Fishing License, Ice, 
Bait & Tackle 

Furnished

Full & Half Day Trips
Custom Trips Available

INSHORE SPORTFISHING CHARTER BOAT

Owner/Operator
Lifetime experience in local waters

Capt. Steven Salgado

778-9712 C8
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LEX-SEA

www.annamariaislandsailing.com

C8

SAILING–2 hours to 2 weeksSAILING–2 hours to 2 weeks

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

On a 36’ Catamaran
or a 65’ Sloop

Daily departures from the 
Seafood Shack Marina

Reservations 713-8000 
or 761-4779

Anna Maria 
Island

A1

Dolphin Sails, 
Sunset Sails, 
Egmont Key

Key West & Beyond

LIC# CBC1253145

Impact Windows and Doors
Exclusive Distributor Weatherside LLC • Based in Holmes Beach

FREE COURTEOUS ESTIMATES

941-730-5045
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Anna Maria Island, Fl

OPEN 11-8 • 12-8 SUNDAY

“The best hamburgers 
and the coldest mugs of 
beer this side of Heaven.”

 -Miss Duffy
Pat Geyer, Proprietress

CLOSED TUES. • 59TH & MARINA DR. • HOLMES BEACH • 778-2501

www.DuffysTavernAMI.com
B4

INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY
OWNERS

Contact Judy Karkhoff
for 

Professional Property 
Management Services

401 Manatee Avenue
Holmes Beach

941-778-7777 or 
866-266-9911

www.gulfstreamfi rst.com

ATTENTION!

B5

Mt. Vernon Offi ce
9819 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210

Direct: 941-345-1496
Tel: 941-795-3885
Fax: 941-795-3882

1-877-COASTFL
www.coastfl .com
NASDAQ: CFHI

Ellen P. Aquilina
Vice President
Branch Manager
eaquilina@coastfl .com

Stone Crab Claws Right Off The Boat!

900 Gulf Drive N. • Bradenton Beach
941-778-1919

Gulf Drive CafeGulf Drive Cafe
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Daily 7am-9pm

Now serving 
beer & wine

C8

For Reservations call 782-1122
www.thesunhouserestaurant.com
… at the traffi c circle in Bradenton Beach

The Sun House
Restaurant & Bar

B8

Join us 
for Sunday 

brunch

“OLD FLORIDA ORIGINAL”
EST. 1952

BRING THIS AD FOR $1 OFF PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Across from Manatee Public Beach • 3901 Gulf Dr., Holmes Beach 
941-778-7769 • www.fl oridasecrets.com

GREAT 
BURGERS

FROSTED
MUGS

REGGAE 
TUNES

OPEN 6 
DAYS

CLOSED 
MONDAY

WE’RE NOT JUST YOUR 
GRANDDADDY’S FISHING PIER...

The City Pier 
Restaurant

WE’RE WHERE YOU’LL FIND…

THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD 
AND THE BEST VIEW 
FOR ISLAND DINING
Open 11 am daily 

for lunch and dinner.
100 Bay Blvd., Anna Maria • 779-1667

B1

B5

B7103 Gulf  Drive •  Bradenton Beach • 779-1930

Live music Friday and Saturday nights 
Where the locals and the stars love to dine!

Denzel Washington said: “Great food!
reservations accepteD

Caribbean and Latin Cuisine
HOME OF THE MANGO-MACADAMIA 

ENCRUSTED GROUPER

B8

WORLD-FAMOUS PAELLA
MANGO CRAB CAKES

• Coconut Shrimp • Coconut Encrusted Grouper
• Barbados-style Ribs • Curry Ginger Shrimp 
• St. Croix Shrimp Scampi • Steaks • Sushi-grade Tuna 
with Tropical Fruit Topping • Stir-fry Sweet Pepper Chicken
• Jamaican Conch Chowder • Conch Fritters •  Cracked Conch

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
Everyday • 4-5 pm 

Buy one entree, get second entree

Half-Off
with this ad, with purchase of 2 beverages.

4528 119th St. W. Cortez • 798-9404
C8

Open 7 Days • Lunch & Dinner
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

March 23 & 30 Eric VonHahman
March 25 DOC & BC 

March 31 Natural Vibes

ARTISAN GALLERY

SHOP 941-795-4788 • CELL 941-962-0567 • MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 12-5
SURFING WORLD PLAZA • 11904 CORTEZ RD. W., CORTEZ

Come see our unique style 
or let us customize or 

rejuvenate your furniture.
PLUS GREAT NEW ADDITIONS:
• On-site jewelry artisan
• Antiques & collectables
• Gifts and unique treasures  
 for your home.
• Faux artists and more.

C8

Come see our unique style 

Come see what everyone is talking about...
We’ve moved and expanded into the Surfi ng World location!
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A.P. Bell Fish ComPAny inC.

941-794-1249
4600 124th St. W.

Cortez, Florida

Fresh Seafood Since 1910
Great selection of locally caught 

Grouper, Snapper, Shrimp, 
Panfish and much more. 

Planning a fishing trip? Call about our 
big selection of frozen bait!

DISCOUNT PRICES EVERYDAY
See you at our docks!

Reach more than 
20,000 people 

weekly with your 
ad –for as little as 

$20.00!
Call 

778-7978

www.islander.org

 $1 off     pizza

Open Daily • 4pm - Midnight
Eat In or Take Out

7 TVs ~ 1 BIG Screen

Pizza • Sandwiches
Ice Cold Beer • Wine
 Games • Pool Table

778-8118 • 3244 E. Bay Dr. • Holmes Beach (next to Walgreens)

ANY
LARGE

3232 East Bay Drive 
Next to Walgreens 

778-7878

$1 OFF
Try A fresh

fit meAl

fOOt-lOng
sub

With this coupoN. 
ValiD thru 3/27/07

oNE coupoN pEr
customEr pEr Day

Full liquor Store • liquor-Beer-Wine

941-779-BEER
5344 Gulf Drive • Holmes Beach

iSlAnDeR
cAlEnDaR
Wednesday, March 21
	 10:30 a.m.	—	The	Island	Branch	Library	hosts	the	Manatee	County	
Extension	Service	conducting	an	orientation	and	offering	free	tune-up	kits	
for	lawn	sprinklers.	
	 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.	—	The	Anna	Maria	Garden	Club	holds	a	Penny	Flower	
Show	at	Roser	Memorial	Community	Church,	512	Pine	Ave.,	Anna	Maria.
	 2 p.m.	—	The	Island	Branch	Library	hosts	a	representative	of	the	Anna	
Maria	Island	Sun	in	the	local	business	series,	5701	Marina	Drive,	Holmes	
Beach.	Information:	778-6341.
	 5 p.m.	—	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Chamber	of	Commerce’s	board	of	
directors meets at the chamber office, 5313 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 
Information:	778-1541.
	 7 p.m.	—	Tony	Kenny’s	Ireland,	with	Tony	Kenny,	Irish	comedian	Richie	
Hayes,	the	Dublin	City	Dancers	and	singer	Victoria	Kenny,	is	at	the	St.	Ber-
nard	Catholic	Church	activity	center,	248	S.	Harbor	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	
Information:	778-2508.	Fee	applies.
	
Thursday, March 22
	 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.	—	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Community	Center	
presents	the	Basics	of	Interior	Design	with	Bettina	Sego,	a	four-week	course	
with the first session today at the St. Bernard Catholic Church activity center, 
248	S.	Harbor	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	Information	778-1908.	Fee	applies.
	 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.	—	The	Longboat	Key/Lido	Key/St.	Armands	Key	
Chamber	of	Commerce	hosts	a	“nooner”	luncheon	at	Fred’s	Restaurant,	917	
S.	Osprey	Ave.,	Sarasota.	Information:	383-2466.
	 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.	—	Pam	McMillen	conducts	a	basketry	demonstra-
tion	for	the	Artists	Guild	of	Anna	Maria	Island	at	the	Guild	Gallery,	5414	
Marina	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	Information:	778-6694.
	 7 p.m.	—	Bingo	gets	called	at	the	Annie	Silver	Community	Center,	
corner	of	23rd	Street	and	Avenue	C,	Bradenton	Beach.	Information:	778-
1915.
	 7 p.m.	—	The	Manatee	Players	perform	the	opening	night	of	“I	Love	
You,	You’re	Perfect,	Now	Change”	at	the	theater	at	102	Old	Main	St.,	Braden-
ton.	The	production	continues	through	April	7	at	various	times.	Information:	
748-0111.	Fee	applies.

Friday, March 23
	 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.	—	The Islander	hosts	the	annual	“For	Art’s	Sake”	
silent auction to benefit the Manatee High School art program outside the 
newspaper office in the Island Shopping Center, Holmes Beach. Information: 
747-9397.
	 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.	—	The	St.	Armands	Circle	Association	presents	the	
free	“Smooth	Jazz	on	St.	Armands”	with	Johnny	Magsax	and	the	Groove.	
The	event	takes	place	in	the	circle	and	concertgoers	are	encouraged	to	
bring	chairs	or	blankets	but	not	coolers	or	open	containers.	Information:	
388-1554.

Saturday, March 24
	 7:30 a.m.	—	Mote	Marine	Laboratory’s	annual	Run	for	the	Turtles	
begins on Siesta Key Public Beach. Proceeds benefit Mote’s sea turtle con-
servation	and	research	work.	The	event	includes	a	5-kilometer	race	and	a	
1-mile	fun	run.	Information:	338-4441.
	 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.	—	Roser	Memorial	Community	Church	holds	a	
pancake	brunch	in	the	fellowship	hall,	512	Pine	Ave.	The	menu	includes	
pancakes,	sausage,	applesauce,	fresh	orange	juice,	coffee	and	home-style	
biscuits	and	gravy.	Also,	a	yard	sale	takes	place	outside	the	church	thrift	
store	from	9	a.m.	to	noon.	Information:	778-0414.	Fee	applies
	 8:30 a.m.	—	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Kiwanis	Club	meets	at	Cafe	on	
the	Beach,	Manatee	Public	Beach,	for	breakfast	and	to	hear	from	Kiwanis	
officials —Division 17 Gov. Phil Yorston and Lt. Gov. Rod Rowling. Informa-
tion:	www.annamariakiwanis.org	or	778-4865.
	 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — The Longboat Key Center for the Arts hosts a fine 
arts	and	crafts	festival,	6860	Longboat	Drive	S.,	Longboat	Key.	Information:	
383-2345.
	 10:30 a.m.	—	The	Holmes	Beach	Civic	Association	meets	at	the	Island	
Branch	Library,	5701	Marina	Drive,	Holmes	Beach,	to	discuss	the	Grassy	
Point	nature	preserve	and	linear	parks.	The	guest	speaker	is	Holmes	Beach	
public	works	superintendent	Joe	Duennes.

	 11 a.m.	—	The	DeSoto	Festival	begins	with	a	debut	of	the	queen’s	court	
at	DeSoto	Square	Mall.	Information:	www.desotohq.com	or	747-1998.

Sunday, March 25
 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — St.	Bernard	Catholic	Church	holds	a	pancake	
breakfast	and	bake	sale	in	the	church	activity	center,	248	S.	Harbor	Drive,	
Holmes	Beach.
	 Noon to 5 p.m. — The Longboat Key Center for the Arts hosts a fine 
arts	and	crafts	festival,	6860	Longboat	Drive	S.,	Longboat	Key.	Information:	
383-2345.
	 12:15 p.m.	—	Cafe	on	the	Bay,	5350	Gulf	of	Mexico	Drive,	Longboat	
Key,	hosts	veteran	baseball	executive	Lou	Gorm	and	U.S.	Marine	reservists	
for	a	salute	to	the	troops	and	a	celebration	of	America’s	favorite	pastime.	
Information:	383-0440.	Fee	applies.
	 2 p.m.	—	Anna	Maria	Island	Community	Chorus	&	Orchestra	concert,	
A	Taste	of	France	–	A	Dash	of	Norway,	featuring	the	work	of	Maurice	Ravel,	
Jacques	Offenbach,	Charles	Gounod	and	Gabriel	Faure,	takes	place	at	
Island	Baptist	Church,	8605	Gulf	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	The	concert	is	the	
season finale. Information: 778-1716.

Monday, March 26
	 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.	—	The	Widowed	Persons	Support	Group	of	Anna	
Maria	Island	Community	Center	meets	for	a	talk	with	writers	Susan	K.	Frost	
and	Andy	Little	at	St.	Bernard	Catholic	Church,	248	S.	Harbor	Drive,	Holmes	
Beach.	Information:	778-1908.

Tuesday, March 27
	 Noon —	The	Rotary	Club	of	Anna	Maria	Island	meets	for	lunch	and	to	
hear	a	representative	from	the	Asolo	Theatre	at	the	BeachHouse	Restaurant,	
200	Gulf	Drive	N.,	Bradenton	Beach.	Information:	447-5362.
	 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.	—	An	ongoing	Old	Testament	Bible	Study	for	all	
meets	at	Gloria	Dei	Lutheran	Church,	6608	Marina	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	
Information:	778-4579.

Wednesday, March 28
	 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.	—	The	Longboat	Key/Lido	Key/St.	Armands	Key	
Chamber	of	Commerce	hosts	a	breakfast	and	blood	drive	at	the	chamber	
office, 6960 Gulf Drive, Longboat Key. Information: 383-2466.
	 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.	—	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Chamber	of	Commerce	holds	
a	monthly	business	card	exchange	at	Bayside	Banquet	Hall,	4628	118th	St.	
W.,	Cortez.	Information:	778-1541.
	 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.	—	A	group	for	parents	and	grandparents	sponsored	
by	the	Anna	Maria	Island	Community	Center	meets	at	the	School	for	Con-
structive	Play,	304	Pine	Ave.,	Anna	Maria.	Information:	778-1908.

Ongoing:
	 •	The	Island	Players	perform	“Drinking	Alone”	through	April	1	at	the	
theater,	10009	Gulf	Drive,	Anna	Maria.	Performances	are	at	8	p.m.	Tuesdays	
through	Saturdays	and	2	p.m.	Sundays.	The	theater	is	dark	on	Mondays.	
Information:	778-5755.
	 •	The	Artists	Guild	of	Anna	Maria	Island	celebrates	March’s	featured	
artist,	Joan	Stephens,	at	the	Guild	Gallery,	5414	Marina	Drive,	Holmes	
Beach.	Information:	778-6694.
	 •	Nancy	McClure	Law	is	the	March	Artist	of	the	Month	at	the	Island	
Gallery	West,	5368	Gulf	Drive,	Holmes	Beach.	The	gallery	is	open	10	a.m.	
to	5	p.m.	Monday	through	Saturday.	Information:	778-6648.
	 •	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Art	League	hosts	the	Student	Exhibit	through	
April	6,	5312	Holmes	Blvd.,	Holmes	Beach.	Information:	778-2099.
	 •	“Black	Holes”	 is	at	the	Bishop	Planetarium	at	the	South	Florida	
Museum,	201	10th	St.	W.,	Bradenton.	Shows	are	at	various	times	Monday	
through	Sunday.	Information:	746-4131.
	 •	Throughout	March	the	Island	Branch	Library,	5701	Marina	Drive	in	
Holmes	Beach,	features	Artists	Guild	member	Joan	Valenza’s	“The	Light-
houses	of	the	East	Coast”	near	the	library	entrance.	The	exhibit	contains	
seven	oil	paintings	and	detailed	information	about	lighthouses.	
	 •	Throughout	March,	the	Artful	Waters	Gallery	at	SevenShores,	a	
partnership	with	ArtCenter	Manatee,	hosts	an	exhibit	of	artist	Shirley	Rush	
Dean’s	work.	The	gallery	is	open	10	a.m.	to	6	p.m.	Mondays	through	Satur-
days	and	11	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Sundays	and	located	at	the	SevenShores	sales	
office, 12320 Manatee Ave., Perico Island.
	 •	Dr.	Kenneth	Alonso	discusses	Christian	mystics	in	“The	Way	of	the	
Heart,”	7	p.m.	Mondays	through	March	26	at	St.	Bernard	Catholic	Church,	
Holmes	Beach.	
	 •	Horseshoes	get	tossed	in	the	pits	at	Anna	Maria	City	Hall,	10005	Gulf	
Drive,	Anna	Maria,	on	Wednesdays	and	Saturdays	at	9	a.m.,	with	warmups	

at	8:45	a.m.
	 •	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Historical	Museum,	402	Pine	Ave.,	opens	on	
Wednesdays	at	10	a.m.	with	the	smell	of	“Settler’s	Bread,”	available	for	$4	
a	loaf.	Information:	746-4556.
	 •	The	Anna	Maria	Island	Community	Center	hosts	a	variety	of	pro-
grams	and	classes	through	the	season	at	various	locations.	Information:	
778-1908.
	 •	Through	March	25,	the	Longboat	Key	Center	for	the	Arts	hosts	a	
Northern	Trust	Art	Exhibit	in	the	Durante	Gallery	and	the	Moshe	Horowitz	
Art	Exhibit	in	the	Glen	Gallery	at	the	center,	6860	Longboat	Drive,	Longboat	
Key.	Information:	383-2345.

Coming up:
	 •	On	March	30,	the	Anna	Maria	Island	Chamber	of	Commerce	holds	its	
spring	fashion	show	—	The	Mad	Hatter	Island	Fashion	Show	and	Luncheon	
—	at	the	Bradenton	Yacht	Club,	100	Oak	Ave.	on	Snead	Island,	Palmetto.	
Information:	778-1541.	Fee	applies.
 • On March 31, the fourth annual Island Garden Tour spotlights five 
homes	on	Anna	Maria	Island	and	raises	money	for	the	Anna	Maria	Island	
Community	Chorus	and	Orchestra.	Information:	778-1880.	Fee	applies.

Save the Date:
 • April	8	an	Easter	sunrise	service,	presented	by	Anna	Maria	Island’s	
Kiwanis	Club,	takes	place	at	Manatee	Public	Beach	with	representatives	from	
All	Island	Denominations	churches	participating.	Information:	761-8834.

Send calendar listings to lisaneff@islander.org. Include time, date and loca-
tion of the event and a contact number. Send submissions at least one week 
prior to the Wednesday publication date.

Birthday celebrants
Celebrating at Anna Maria Elementary School’s 
Birthday Book Club party are Joey Salinas and 
Parker Keegan. Guests are students who celebrate 
birthdays during February and March. As a member 
of the birthday club, students select a new book 
to add to the school’s library. Salinas chose “The 
Three Musketeers” and Keegan selected “Fudge-a-
Mania.” The books will feature a bookplate on the 
inside cover with the student’s name and birth date. 
Islander Photo: Diana Bogan

Spring break for Manatee County
	 Manatee	County	schools	will	be	closed	 for	
Spring	Break	beginning	Monday,	March	26.
	 Students	return	to	class	Monday,	April	2.	
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Subscribe to the “best news!” 941 778-7978, www.islander.org
Continental

Bistro

proud member

sarasota
originals

You’ll love our Beef Wellington. 
A tender filet mignon, topped with Chef Damon’s 
pate, wrapped in puff pastry, baked golden and 

served with Bordelaise sauce. Mmmm. It’s your choice 
from 17 dinner entrees, specials and other favorites.

Dinner nightly from 5 p.m.
2-for-1 wine, beer, reduced appetizers 5-6:30

 SunDay Brunch 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

LiVe JaZZ nightS haVe expanDeD
Diane Linscott trio Mon. & Tues. nights.
herb harris trio Wed. & Thurs. nights.

Bob Santi on piano Fri. & Sat. nights and
 for Sunday Brunch.

Island Shopping Center
54O6 Marina Drive ~ Holmes Beach

941 778 532O6830 Gulf of Mexico Drive    Whitney Plaza
(Longboat Key to Anna Maria Island South of Manatee Ave.) Open Everyday - 4pm - 10pm

$10.00 Minimum for Delivery

Dine in
Carry out

Delivery

Innovative Pastas
Soups & Salads Gourmet Pizza

Fresh Seafood

"Feeding The Islands With Style!"

387-8678

Menu Available Online  at www.islandfooddelivery.com

New Delivery
Area includes

Anna Maria Island
South of Manatee Ave

and Cortez Village

*

M

oor
esStoneCrab

On the Waterfront

Est 1967

Stone CrabS
are here

11:30am-9:30pm Daily • phone 383-1748 • 800 BroaDway St.

open for
lunCh all

week.
Children &

large
partieS

welCome

Daily

SpecialS
HappyHourin the hiStoriC Village on the

northern end of longboat key.

Historic hunt
Anna Maria Elementary School fourth-graders visited the Manatee Historical Park in Bradenton and learned 
about life as an early settler. One of the activities was a scavenger hunt in which students searched for items 
throughout a 1912 “cracker” gothic-style home originally owned by Will Stephens. Students were challenged 
to recognize  and identify items the Stephens family, which included seven children, would have used on a daily 
basis. On the hunt are Brock Annis, Jake Parsons and Joey Salinas of Marcia Brockway’s class. Main squeeze

AME fourth-graders got first-hand experience in 
making juice and butter, as well as tasting cured meat 
and sugar cane syrup. During a trip to the Manatee 
Historical Park, students gathered at an old smoke-
house where park volunteer Carol Mills taught them 
how early settlers fed their families. During their 
visit, students made fresh butter out of heavy whip-
ping cream and later squeezed oranges to make juice. 
Here Matt Franklin puts the squeeze on an orange 
slice, while Mills holds the juicer steady. Islander 
Photos: Diana Bogan.

Eco Expo March 31 in Bradenton Beach
	 The	third-annual	Eco	Expo	and	Native	Plant	sale	
will	be	held	from	9	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	Saturday,	March	31,	
at	Bradenton	Beach	City	Hall,	107	Gulf	Drive	N.
	 The	event	will	feature	displays	and	free	giveaways	
from	Accent	Trees	and	Nurseries,	Anna	Maria	Island	
Turtle	Watch,	Sarasota	Bay	Estuary	Program,	Wildlife	
Inc.,	and	Joe’s	Eats	and	Sweets.

	 Also	featured	will	be	a	group	of	students	from	Anna	
Maria	Elementary	School	participating	in	“WaterSave-
sUs,”	who	will	be	painting	a	rain	barrel	for	the	event	
and	will	be	onsite	selling	drinks	and	handmade	items	
for	fundraising.
	 There	will	 also	be	 a	native	plant	 sale	 at	 the	
event.	
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DOCKS-N-DECKS
Specializing in docks and decks

(941) 779-1839 docksndecks@verizon.net
Licensed and insured

Maintenance
Cleaning

Painting
Repair

5804 Marina Dr. • Holmes Beach • 778-1617
AmericAn cAr WAsh

to drive a clean car!

U n c l e  P e t e  w a n t s  y o U

• 24-hour self-serve car wash
• Complete auto detailing
• Quick lube

Major credit cards & debit cards accepted

Water world, both below, above ground in next months
	 In	one	of	those	little-known	observances	that	prob-
ably	should	be	more	widely	acknowledged,	March	has	
been	proclaimed	as	Seagrass	Awareness	Month	by	Gov.	
Charlie	Crist.
	 Yeah,	those	little	watery	plants	have	reached	the	
attention	of	Florida’s	top	echelon	of	government.
	 “With	more	than	2.6	million	acres,	Florida	is	home	
to	one	of	the	largest	expanses	of	seagrass	beds	in	the	
world,”	said	Florida	Department	of	Environmental	
Protection	Secretary	Michael	W.	Sole.	“Florida’s	sea-
grasses	sustain	recreational	and	commercial	marine	
industries	as	well	as	critical	wildlife	habitat.”
	 According	to	the	governor’s	figures,	“seagrass	com-
munities	in	Florida	supported	an	estimated	harvest	of	
$71.4	million	for	six	seagrass-dependent,	commercial	
species	of	fish	and	shellfish.	The	state’s	multi-million	
dollar	fishing	industry	depends	on	healthy	seagrasses	
to	protect	young	fish	and	shellfish,	coral	reefs	and	other	
marine	life,	including	sea	turtles,	manatees	and	wading	
birds.	Recreational	divers,	snorkelers	and	fishing	enthu-
siasts	from	around	the	world	visit	underwater	Florida	to	
experience	the	state’s	world-class	marine	resources.”
	 For	those	not	in	the	know,	according	to	Crist’s	
office,	seagrasses	are	“flowering	underwater	grasses	
found	in	estuaries,	lagoons	and	shallow,	open	shelves	
off	Florida’s	coast.	Florida	is	home	to	seven	species	
of	seagrasses	throughout	the	state.	A	critical	marine	
habitat,	seagrasses	provide	a	nursery	ground	for	marine	
life	and	maintain	water	quality	and	clarity	by	stabilizing	
bottom	sediments	and	filtering	nutrients	from	stormwa-
ter	run-off.”
	 And	with	all	things	environmental,	and	all	things	
that	come	from	the	government,	there	are	some	tips	
to	allow	the	vital	little	underwater	plants	to	flourish.	
Remember	that	boating	through	seagrass	meadows	
during	low	tides	will	churn	up	the	plants,	and	studies	
have	indicated	that	the	propeller	scars	left	in	your	boat’s	
wake	can	take	up	to	10	years	to	heal.	
	 To	avoid	the	damage,	the	state	advises	that	you	
become	more	familiar	with	local	waters	through	the	
study	of	nautical	charts.	Use	marked	channels	to	stay	in	
deep	water,	and	make	sure	of	depths	and	your	vessel’s	
draft	when	you	venture	out	on	the	water.	
	 If	you	do	find	yourself	in	an	“oopsie”	of	being	
aground	on	a	grass	flat,	get	out	and	push	yourself	off,	
or	pole	away	from	the	muck.	
	 Trust	me,	you	don’t	want	to	tilt	the	engine	and	
power	ahead	—	unless	you,	too,	want	to	drop	a	few	
thousand	dollars	for	a	new	lower	unit	on	your	outboard,	
or	much,	much	more	money	if	you’ve	got	an	inboard	
engine	on	your	boat.
	 “While	affecting	habitat,	boating	in	seagrass	beds	
can	also	damage	vessel	engines,	hulls	and	propellers,”	
Crist’s	office	offers	in	somewhat	dry	terms.	“Ground-
ings	that	damage	seagrass	habitats	are	offenses	subject	
to	both	federal	and	state	fines,	including	civil	penalties,	
damage	assessment	and	habitat	restoration	costs	and	
long-term	monitoring	of	the	restored	site.”
	 During	one	of	my	less-than-memorable	boating	
trips	years	ago,	I	thought	to	run	a	seagrass	flat	off	the	
northeast	tip	of	Key	Royale	at	a	tide	that	was	just	a	bit	
lower	than	what	I	thought	it	should	have	been.	Chances	
are	I	could	have	made	it,	except	for	those	darn	birds	I	
saw	wading	not	too	far	from	where	I	wanted	to	go.	
	 Between	cranking	the	boat	into	neutral	…	well,	
OK,	I	actually	put	it	into	reverse	at	high	speed	—	and	
the	resulting	crash	into	the	bank	and	subsequent	hole	
through	the	lower	unit	of	the	propeller	shaft	and	the	
tow	costs	and	$2,500-plus	engine	repair	bill,	I	decided	
that	seagrass	flats	and	boats	are	not	a	good	marriage.	
	 Perhaps	you	should	consider	the	same	and	avoid	

our	vital	natural	resource,	albeit	underwater	and	gener-
ally	ignored.

Good grass growth
	 Tampa	Bay	Estuary	Program	officials	have	offered	
some	good	news	regarding	seagrasses:	Tampa	Bay	has	
gained	1,300	acres	of	new	plants	since	2004,	more	than	
has	been	measured	since	the	1950s.
	 Not	surprisingly,	the	water	clarity	is	also	good	
—	actually,	it’s	great,	the	best	since	records	have	been	
kept.
	 Water	clarity,	by	the	way,	is	pretty	important	to	
waterborne	plants.	They	need	sunlight	to	thrive.	Sun-
light	has	to	reach	the	plant’s	leaves.	Muck	or	shade	or	
anything	else	that	gets	in	the	way	between	sun-leaf	
interaction	is	bad.	So,	the	clearer	the	water,	the	more	
sunlight	the	plants	receive,	and	the	more	they	flour-
ish.
	 Good	news	for	not	only	the	plants,	but	also	anyone	
who	enjoys	the	water.

More water news
	 Going	from	seawater	to	potable	water,	Crist	has	
also	announced	that	April	will	be	Water	Conservation	
Month	in	Florida.	
	 It	makes	sense,	since	April	is	traditionally	one	of	
the	driest	of	our	times	in	the	Sunshine	State.	
	 We’re	always	in	a	quandary	in	our	state	when	it	
comes	to	water.	According	to	the	governor’s	office,	
Florida	has	“more	than	7,700	lakes,	4,500	square	miles	
of	estuaries	and	bays,	more	than	50,000	miles	of	rivers	
and	streams	and	countless	wetlands	throughout	the	
state.”	

	 But	not	all	of	that	is	drinkable	or,	perhaps	more	
important	to	humans,	in	places	where	we	happen	to	
live.	
	 There	are	freshwater	springs	galore	in	the	Nature	
Coast	area	of	Florida,	but	population	centers	are	cen-
tered	in	more	arid	regions	of	the	state.	
	 Sure,	Miami	has	the	Everglades	to	the	west	and	the	
Atlantic	Ocean	to	the	east,	but	how	are	the	residents	
going	to	drink	from	either	of	those	water	reserves?	
	 Crist	said	that	“in	2005,	DEP’s	Clean	Water	State	
Revolving	Fund	was	recognized	by	the	U.S.	Environ-
mental	Protection	Agency	for	the	state’s	efforts	to	pro-
mote	water	conservation	and	reuse.	Since	its	inception	
in	1988,	Florida’s	state	revolving	fund	program	has	
awarded	more	than	$2.7	billion	in	loans	for	water-qual-
ity	protection	projects,	including	funding	106	water-
reuse	projects,	totaling	more	than	$384	million.”
	 So	here	we	go	again	with	the	gov’ment	tips	on	
water	conservation.
	 Fix	water	leaks.	“Homeowners	lose	an	average	of	
25	gallons	of	water	a	day	through	leaky	water	devices,”	
according	to	officials.	Jeez,	how	simple	is	that?	Doesn’t	
everybody	get	driven	crazy	by	a	dripping	faucet	at	
night?
	 Take	shorter	showers	and	install	a	low-flow	show-
erhead.	“For	an	investment	of	$10	or	less,	you	can	save	
$50	to	$75	per	year	on	water	bills	and	$20	to	$50	or	
more	per	year	on	energy	bills,”	the	officials	said.
	 “Run	your	washing	machine	and	dishwasher	only	
when	they	are	full	and	you	could	save	1,000	gallons	a	
month,”	we’re	told.	“If	you	wash	dishes	by	hand,	don’t	
leave	the	water	running	for	rinsing	and	you	can	save	
200	to	500	gallons a	month.

Sandscript factoid(s)
	 There	were	too	many	good	tips	this	week	to	let	the	
Factoid	section	be	limited	to	just	one,	so	here	goes.
	 According	to	the	St.	Petersburg	Times,	Tampa	Bay	
has	about	28,300	acres	of	seagrass,	the	highest	total	in	
more	than	50	years.	
	 If	your	faucet	is	dripping	at	a	rate	of	one	drop	per	
second,	you	can	waste	2,700	gallons	per	year.
	 A	garden	hose	can	pour	out	600	gallons	or	more	in	
only	a	few	hours.

Local surfer/skimmer wins skimboard contest

Christian Daniels, 5, of Holmes Beach, with Nekton Surf Shop manager Dustin Howard after winning a skim-
board contest in Indian Rocks Beach.

	 Holmes	Beach	surfer	Christian	Daniels,	5,	took	
home	a	first	place	prize	—	a	gold	“bling	chain”	—	in	
an	Indian	Rocks	Beach	skimboard	contest.
	 The	“Spring	Break	Yo	Self”	competition	was	spon-
sored	by	the	Nekton	Surf	Shop	in	Indian	Rocks	Beach	
March	10.

	 Daniels	won	first	place	in	the	division	for	“mene-
huenes,”	which	is	Hawaiian	for	“little	surfers.”
	 The	contest	on	the	Gulf	of	Mexico	beach	featured	
free	music,	 food	and	gear	and	drew	a	 large	crowd	
despite	enticing	reports	of	a	solid	6-foot	surf	on	Flori-
da’s	Atlantic	coast.	
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We’d love to hear your  
fish stories, and pictures 

are welcome, too.
Just give us a call at  

778-7978 or stop by our 
office in the Island Shop-

ping Center, Holmes Beach.

Fish Tales 
Welcome

Charter Boat 
“MAGIC”

Backwater • Near Shore Up 
to 7 miles out in the Gulf 

Snook • Redfish 
Trout • Flounder

 Mackerel • Snapper 
Light Tackle  

Fishing Reservations a Must!
Tackle, bait, ice, fishing 

license provided!

723-1107
Capt. Mike Heistand 

USCG Licensed

The Links
at Greenfield Plantation

Call 747-9432 
Tee Times 7 DAYS 

in advance
Rates subject to change

“Proper golf attire required”
www.linksatgreenfieldplantation.com
Above SR 64 • 2 miles east of I-75
Exit 220 [old 42] • Bradenton, FL

$50
+ tax Tues-Fri 7-7:56 am

Early risEr
spEcial

+ tax

$68
+ tax

8:04-12:52 pm

$55
+ tax

1-1:56 pm

$30
+ tax

after 2 pm

all about seawalls inc

Moon	 Date	 AM	 HIGH	 AM	 LOW	 PM	 HIGH	 PM	 LOW

• Cortez High Tides 7 minutes later — lows 1:06 later

	 Mar 21	 1:42	 1.5	 6:17	 0.7	 12:41	 2.3	 7:49	 -0.5
	 Mar 22	 2:56	 1.2	 6:29	 0.9	 1:15	 2.4	 8:48	 -0.5
	 Mar 23	 4:34	 1.0	 6:20	 0.9	 1:52	 2.4	 10:00	 -0.4
	 Mar 24	 –	 –	 –	 –	 2:38	 2.4	 11:29	 -0.3
FQ	 Mar 25	 –	 –	 –	 –	 3:36	 2.2	 –	 –
	 Mar 26	 –	 –	 1:02	 -0.3	 5:02	 2.0	 –	 –
	 Mar 27	 –	 –	 2:12	 -0.3	 6:48	 1.9	 –	 –
	 Mar 28	 11:17	 1.3	 3:05	 -0.2	 8:24	 1.9	 1:42	 1.2

Anna Maria Island Tides

Good day on the water
The Wilbers family brought back a mess of amberjack while fishing with Capt. McGuire. Pictured from top left 
are Louie, Kathy, Ben, Matt, and lower left Kelsey and Zach. 

First amberjacks
Kelsey Wilbers, left, and Kathy Wilbers proudly show 
off their first-ever amberjack catches caught with 
Capt. Larry McGuire. 

Cobia, some king action offshore; reds, sheepies abound in bays
By Capt. Mike Heistand

 With what is hoped to be the last cold front of the 
season behind us, fishing should get into its spring-
summer mode. Look for good catches of snook, redfish 
and trout in the backwaters in the coming days, as well 
as some superb sheepshead action in the backwater.
 Offshore fishers are reporting some beginning king-
fish action in the Gulf of Mexico, as well as some big 
cobia hookups and some huge amberjack action about 
60 miles out. Snapper fishing is also good offshore.
 Bill Lowman at Island Discount Tackle at Catch-
ers Marina in Holmes Beach said cobia were spot-
ted offshore last week, along with kingfish, all about 4 
miles out in the Gulf. Snapper fishing is good out there, 
too. For backwater fishers, it’s all sheepshead all the 
time right now, with snook, redfish and trout coming 
on strong as well.
 At Corky’s Bait & Tackle Shop on Cortez Road, 
reports include good catches of whiting and pompano in 
the Gulf using live shrimp. Redfish and trout are good 
in the backwaters, with “Redfish Magic” or shrimp 
working best as bait. Palma Sola Bay is the place to 
go for the reds and some snook. Other action includes 
Spanish mackerel and some kingfish, and sheepshead 
are hot and heavy in the Manatee River near the docks 
and piers. 
 Bob Kilb at the Rod & Reel Pier said sheepshead 
have really turned out in force in the past week, with 
some catches being better than 4 pounds. Anglers there 
are also catching some whiting and mackerel.
 Jesus Rosario at the Anna Maria City Pier said 
sheepshead are the best bet at the pier, although mack-
erel, bluefish and some snapper were also reeled in by 
fishers.
 At Annie’s Bait & Tackle in Cortez, Capt. Sam 
Kimball has been catching banded rudderfish, hogfish, 
lane snapper, triggerfish, sheepshead, mangrove snap-
per and catch-and-release grouper on his offshore trips. 
Capt. Mark Johnson said his backwater charters are 
doing well with sheepshead, mackerel, some redfish 
and catch-and-release snook.
 Dave Johnson at Snead Island Crab House said 
snook fishing is still slow but improving every day. He 
said he’s also seeing some boats coming back in with 20 

or 30 sheepshead, and snapper fishing by the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge is excellent. Whitebait is starting to get 
thick by the Skyway area of Tampa Bay.
  Capt. Rick Gross on Fishy Business out of Catch-
ers Marina said snook are just about ready to break 
loose what with the whitebait starting to school. He’s 
putting his charters onto sheepshead, snapper and red-
fish as he’s waiting.
 At Perico Island Bait and Tackle, reports include 
mackerel and sheepies from the Skyway piers and 
sheepshead and reds from the bays. Snook fishing is still 
slow, but destined to improve as the water warms.
 At Skyway Bait and Tackle, reports include 
mackerel and sheepshead from the Skyway piers, plus 
sheepshead and redfish from the bays.
 Capt. Tom Chaya on the Dolphin Dreams in 
Holmes Beach out of Catchers said snook fishing has 
picked up for him in the last week, and he’s finding 
plenty of fish in the Manatee River, plus some nice red-
fish around the oyster bars in Terra Ceia Bay. “Sheeps-
head fishing has been very good around any structure 
and wreck in the bay and shallow Gulf,” he said, “and 
Spanish mackerel have started in good numbers on the 
reefs and passes.”
 Capt. Larry McGuire of Show Me The Fish 
Charters said bluntly that “fishing has been hot. We 
have been catching big amberjack, cobia, scamp, man-
grove snapper, yellowtail snapper, hog snapper, trigger-
fish, porgys, blacktip sharks to 7 feet, barracuda, and we 

started catching some kingfish and Spanish mackerel. 
We are fishing out to 60 miles on the full day trips for 
the amberjacks, cobias and larger fish. All the other spe-
cies we are catching on four- or six-hour trips fishing 
inside 20 miles. We are using large live baits, Spanish 
sardines and artificial lures.”
 Capt. Zach Zacharias on the Dee-Jay II out of 
Parrot Cove Marina said he took Chuck Shuler and 
Jerry Brian from Grand Rapids, Mich., out last week 
“and flat took the kingfish to school. Conservatively, 
there were 30 kingfish to 30 inches boated about 4 miles 
off Longboat Key. Not far from there we iced down 
about a dozen sheepshead. Chuck battled a cobia of 
around 60 pounds for almost 20 minutes before it broke 
the 15-pound-test line at boatside. Later the pair caught 
a few snook in Palma Sola Bay before calling it a day.” 
Sounds like a good day on the water.
 On my boat Magic, we’re catching more than 25 
sheepshead every trip out, some up to 6 pounds, plus 
a 4-pound hogfish from the 1-mile reef offshore and a 
few small cobia.
 Good luck and good fishing.
 Capt. Mike Heistand is a 25-year-plus fishing 
guide. Call him at 723-1107 to provide a fishing report. 
Prints and digital images of your catch are also wel-
come and may be dropped off at The Islander, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or e-mailed to news@
islander.org. Please include identification for persons 
in the picture along with information on the catch and 
a name and phone number for more information. 
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Major League traveling Islanders face early struggles 

Trevor Bystrom delivers a pitch for the Islanders traveling baseball team during its game against JMC Stucco. 
Islander Photo: Kevin Cassidy

By Kevin Cassidy
Islander Reporter

 The Islanders Major League traveling baseball 
team that is competing in the Manatee West Little 
League is finding the going a bit tough early in the 
season. Through six games, the Islanders haven’t won 
a game, although the coaches and players are keeping 
their heads up and remaining positive.
 On March 12, they took on a strong JMC Stucco 
team that is in third place with a 5-2 record and dropped 
a 12-2 decision that went only four innings due to the 
10-run mercy rule.
 The Islanders started out great as they induced a 
one-two-three opening stanza thanks to some impres-
sive pitching by Trevor Bystrom. Bystrom, who showed 
off a lively fastball and pretty good control, induced a 
pair of ground balls and a strikeout to give the Island 
faithful hope. He was strong through three innings, but 
found himself on the wrong end of a 7-2 score, mostly 
due to fielding and throwing errors.
 After allowing an error induced inside-the-park 
homerun to JMC’s Levi Mathis, Bystrom departed and 
was replaced by Daniel Pimental. Pimental surrendered 
a double to Johnny Whitford and consecutive singles 
to Julian Valdevia and Zach Williamson before settling 
down.
 He induced a ground ball from Edgar Munoz, but 
an infield error cleared the bases and allowed Munoz 
to race all the way to third base. Pimental then got John 
Burns to ground out for the first out, though Munoz 
walked home with another run for JMC Stucco. Pimen-
tal then struck out Chris Lewis for the second out and 
induced a fielder’s choice grounder for the third out to 
get out of the inning.
 Needing a run to extend the game, the Islanders 
Jack Titsworth grounded out for the first out, but Gar-
rison Clark drew a walk and promptly stole second 
base. Alex Burgess went down swinging for out number 
two, but Max Moneuse followed with an infield single, 
sending Burgess to third and giving the Islanders a ray 
of hope. Unfortunately, William Hellem-Brusso got 
caught looking at strike three to end the game for the 
Islanders.
 Chris Pate led the Islanders at the plate with a 2-
for-2 performance, while Moneuse went 1-for-1 and 
scored one run. Bystrom singled while also pitching 
three innings. He registered three strikeouts. Burgess 
completed the Islander offense with a second-inning 
single.
 JMC Stucco was led by John Burns, who went 2-
for-3 and scored two runs, and Heather Estep, who went 
2-for-2 with a double and one run scored. JMC also 
received a pair of singles from Julian Valdovia, and 
Johnny Whitford and Edgar Munoz each had doubles 
on the night. Levi Mathis and Zach Williamson rounded 
out the JMC offense with singles.
 

Key Royale golf news
 The Key Royale men teed it up on March 12 for a 
nine-hole, two-best-balls-of-foursome match. The team 
of Ralph Bassett, Austin Rice, Danny Hayes and Mike 
Conlon torched the course with a 13 under par 51 to 
claim clubhouse bragging rights for the day. 
 In second place and just one shot back were two 
teams. Don Ledford, Andy Duncan, Bob Jorgensen and 
John Driscoll matched the 12-under-par 52 that the team 
of Bill Gallagher, Ralph Huband, Bob Dickinson and 
Omer Trolard shot to share second place. Third place 
went to the team of Vince Fanton, Dick Eichorn, Pete 
Weir and Gordy Lindstrom, who combined to shoot 
53.
 The women teed it up on March 13 for nine holes 
of individual low-net golf. Jean Holmes fired a two-
under-par 30 to capture Flight AA by one shot over 
Sue Hookem. Dorothy McKinna and Tootie Wagner 
tied for first place in Flight A, each at even-par 32, one 

shot better than Linda Kelly, Lois Biel, Joyce Brown 
and Grace Sayles, who each tied for third place. Flight 
B winner was Judy Ward, who shot a two-under-par 
30, one shot better than Maryanne Kaemmerlen and 
Jan Turner.
 Kaemmerlen, Marge Jacob, Bobbie Lindstrom and 
Caye Hudson won the team putting contest with 61 
putts. Marian Mulroy, Mary Selby and Lois Biel had 
chipins, while Jean Holmes and Joyce Reith each had 
birdies on the day.
 March 14 saw the men play the same two-best-
balls-of-foursome game, but this time over 18 holes. 
The team of Vince Fanton, Bob Landgren, Ernie Hauser 
and John Sagert shot an even 100 to easily win brag-
ging rights for the day. They finished six shots ahead of 
the second place team of Bill Gallagher, Danny Hayes, 
Don LaTorre and Bill Proxy. The team of Earl Ritchie, 
Bill Melvin, Jim Mixon and Tom Proxy were four shots 
back in third with a 110.

More golf news
 Fifteen-year-old Max Marnie holed out his third 
hole-in-one on March 15 at the Tera Ceia Golf and 
Country Club on the par 3, No. 11 hole. This is appar-
ently old hat for Marnie, who has two other aces, both 
at Pinebrook Ironwood. His first came when he was 8 
years old, while his second came last year on Christmas 
Eve. 
 Congratulations Max!

Horseshoe news
 Only two teams managed to advance from pool 
play during the March 14 horseshoe competition at the 
Anna Maria City Hall pits. Adin Shank and Bob Lee 
overcame a decided height advantage of the Disbrow 
brothers, Jay and Jerry, by soundly defeating them 22-
14 to claim bragging rights on the day.
 The March 10 competition had four teams emerge 
from pool play undefeated. The team of Bob Lee and 

Anna Maria Island  
Little League schedule

Major League Islanders (All games @ G.T. Bray Park)
March 22 7:30 p.m. MJ4 vs. Islanders @ Field 3
April 2 7:30 p.m. Islanders vs. MJ1 @ Field 1

John Crawford cruised to a 21-8 victory over Hank 
Huyghe and Bob Haines in the first semifinal match. 
Meanwhile, George McKay and Dean Rowe won their 
semifinal match by a 23-11 score.
 Just before the championship match ensued, Craw-
ford got called away and had to retire from the competi-
tion. McKay and Rowe didn’t want to win by forfeit so 
they persuaded Lee to take a partner from the remaining 
players. Haines agreed to play, but, in the end, McKay 
and Rowe proved too strong in posting a 22-18 vic-
tory.
 Play gets under way at 9 a.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday at the Anna Maria City Hall pits. Warmups 
begin at 8:45 a.m. followed by random team selection. 
There is no charge to play and everyone is welcome.

Junior League (ages 13-15)
March 21 6:30 p.m. Islanders vs. Man. American 1 
   @ Palma Sola
March 22 6:30 p.m. Islanders vs. Braden River Red 
   @ Braden River
April 3 6:30 p.m. Islanders vs. North River Nat. 
   @ Buffalo Creek

Web Cutting, left, took the prize at the Key Royale 
Club, defeating Dick Mills, right, for the club golf 
championship in last week’s 18-hole match-play tour-
nament. Islander Photo: the Rev. Jim Meena
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Field of Pirate dreams

Holmes Beach resident Joe Cioffi, left, with ex-Pittsburgh Pirates player and former manager Bill Virdon at the 
Pirates fantasy baseball camp held in January. Islander Photos: Courtesy Joe Cioffi

By Rick Catlin
Islander Reporter

 Growing up in western Pennsylvania, Holmes 
Beach resident Joe Cioffi was a die-hard baseball 
player and Pittsburgh Pirates fan. He was a good-
enough pitcher to earn a try-out with the Pirates while 
he was at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pa., Joe 
Namath’s hometown. In fact, Cioffi was the student-
teacher for Namath during study hall at Beaver Falls 
High School.
 But baseball was his passion. Even though the 
Pirates didn’t offer him a contract, Joe followed the 
Pirates through his years as a teacher and as the superin-
tendent of a school system in western Pennsylvania.
 He retired to Holmes Beach 10 years ago, partly 
to be near the Pirates during spring training. When the 
team offered fans the opportunity to attend a fantasy 
camp with ex-Pirates, Joe jumped at the chance.
 “It was always a dream of mine to be in the major 
leagues. The fantasy camp was a chance to meet the 
heroes I grew up with and play with them. It was the 
thrill of a lifetime,” said Joe.
 Cioffi kept a diary during the one-week camp in 
January held at McKecknie Field and at Pirate City on 
east 26th Street in Bradenton.

Sunday:
 “A welcome reception was held at Dominick’s Res-
taurant at the Holiday Inn in Bradenton. We were given 
a great buffet dinner with refreshments. Kent Tekulve, 
camp director, introduced the 25 members of his staff 
that would provide a week of professional baseball. By 
far, Chuck Tanner was the most respected and admired, 
especially by his former players. It was great to be able 
to mingle and talk to such former Pirate all-stars as 
Bill Mazeroski, Vern Law, Bill Virdon, Steve Blass, 
John Candalaria, Bill Madlock, Dave Guisti, Al Oliver, 
Manny Sanquillen, Bob Veale and Mike Easler.”
 

Monday:
 “Up early and ready to go with breakfast at 7:15 
a.m. Kent Tekulve briefed us before entering the locker 
room. We were really treated like professional play-
ers. Each of us have our own locker with home and 
away uniforms with our names on the back. Every-
thing is provided except your gloves and shoes. The 
clubhouse staff really takes care of you. Your shoes are 
cleaned every day and all your playing clothes laun-
dered nightly.”
 The fantasy players played in a seven-inning evalu-
ation game prior to being drafted that evening by the 
managers of the six teams in the league.
 “Not a good day for me,” wrote Joe. “I went 0 for 2 
and gave up two walks and a hit pitching in the seventh 
inning.” 
 Worse, he pulled a hamstring and ended up on the 
trainer’s table.
 “Needless to say, I am dead tired and ready to relax 

this evening. I have a feeling a 69-year-old baseball 
player needs more rest than most of the other camp-
ers.”

Tuesday:
 “Every morning there is a briefing and recogni-
tions by Steve Blass. He is quite creative with his many 
stories and daily roasting of the camp players. This is a 
morning of anxiety and anticipation. The team draft was 
held last night and you are informed of your team.”
 Joe was selected to the team managed by Bill 
Virdon, Chuck Tanner and Bob Veale. His team was in 
the first game, which was held at McKecknie Field.
 “It was quite a thrill to play on a well-manicured 
minor league field, the same as major league players 
in the spring. To make it even more enjoyable, we won 
our first game 5-4.”
 

Wednesday:
 Not a good day for the team, wrote Joe. The team 
lost both ends of a double-header and Joe pulled ham-
strings in both legs.
 “Now I understand what if feels like to see a player 
in pain limping off the field. The training room was like 
a scene from ‘MASH’. All eight tables were occupied 
along with three whirlpools and a cold tub.”

Thursday:
 “We spent the morning listening to the pros talk 
about embarrassing incidents in their careers and 
fielding questions about life as a professional baseball 
player.”
 While ex-players Madlock, Blass, Guisti and Maze-
roski supplied plenty of anecdotes for the fantasy play-
ers, “The most remarkable person I met was Vern Law, 
now 76-years-old, who can still throw batting practice 
and is a truly dedicated man of the Mormon faith. It 
was a good afternoon as we beat the first place team 4-
1 and I had two hits playing right field. My injuries do 
not permit me to pitch during the rest of the camp.”

Friday:
 “It’s playoff time at the camp. My team did not 
fare well; we lost our first game. Could it be we have 
reached our peak? The average age on our team is 56 
and it’s beginning to show, especially the pitching.”
 Friday night was team dinner night and Joe and his 
fantasy players got to hang out with Virdon, Tanner and 
Veale and the other ex-Pirates.
 “Bob Veale extended interesting stories about his 
relationships on and off the field with Willie Stargell 
and Roberto Clemente.”

Saturday:
 “One of the most anticipated days of the fantasy 
camp. Each team plays a three-inning game at McK-
ecknie Field against the former Pirates. It’s priceless 
to be introduced at a well-kept, flawless, green grass 
playing facility used by Major League teams in the 
spring. I now understand what it takes to get into the 
Major Leagues.”
 Although his team lost 2-0 to the pros, the 2007 
Pirate Fantasy Camp ended on a high note for Joe 
with a banquet that evening. Each participant received 
a Louisville Slugger bat with their name engraved and 
signed by all the Pirates at the camp, a team picture and 
other gifts.
 “Getting to live for a week like a Major League 
player is priceless. If you love to eat, sleep and drink 
baseball and play with legends, this is an experience 
you will never forget. The training activities are strenu-
ous, so I suggest a player really get into shape prior to 
attending camp. You will never forget trying to under-
stand Manny Sanquillen; Steve Blass’s daily comedy 
routine or listening to Dave Guisti, Mike Easely and 
Bill Mazeroski talk at the skills clinic. It brings back a 
lot of your youthful memories and truly is a ‘Field of 
Dreams’ week.”
 The Pirates hold a fantasy camp every January in Bra-
denton. Anyone interested in attending the camp should 
contact the team at Pirate City or McKecknie Field.

 

 On the “field of dreams.”
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

DINING ROOM TABLE, two leafs, extends to 108-
inches, with four chairs. Excellent condition. $250. 
Call 941-795-0601.

CHARMING BEDROOM SUITE: Matching dresser, 
mirror, nightstand, twin headboards. Perfect for 
guests, hardly used. $300. 941-778-9364.

SALE: NIKI’S ISLAND Treasures. Weekly specials. 
China thimbles 65 percent off, all sterling jewelry 
50-70 percent off, select costume and vintage 
jewelry, art work, furniture, books, gifts, antiques, 
dolls, glassware, Hummel collection 30-90 percent 
off. Open seven days, 9:30am-5pm. 941-779-0729. 
5251 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 

ITEMS FOR SALE

LUXURY LIVING ROOM set: Two matching sofas, 
black with fl oral design. Two large end tables, coffee 
table, beveled glass tops, carved feet match sofa’s 
walnut trim. Five-piece set. $750. 941-778-1589.

PRESSURE-TREATED WOOD: Various sizes and 
lengths. Decks, docks, etc. Look and make offer. 
941-778-1086.

LAWN MOWER: KEE TM-26 inch, 5.5 Honda 
motor, self-propelled, not used commercially. 
Mulching blade, just serviced. $500 or best offer. 
941-725-3104.

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

TV ARMOIRE, $150, two end tables with matching 
coffee table, $200. Two new twin beds, $300 for 
both. Call Kevin at 941-920-3329.

FURNITURE SALE: SOFA, lamps, white recliners, 
queen bed, dresser, Amana refrigerator, glass table, 
chairs with matching side table. 941-778-4780. 446 
62nd St., Holmes Beach.

ANNA MARIA JUNIOR Girl Scouts Troop No. 590 
cookies are on sale at The Islander, 5404 Marina 
Drive, Holmes Beach.

AERIAL PHOTOS of Anna Maria Island. View and 
purchase online: www.jackelka.com.
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Planning • Consulting
Custom Renovations

Kimball Construction LLC
941.518.6329

CGC058092

OUTSTANDING BAYFRONT PROPERTY

Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

TROPICAL BAYFRONT 
BEAUTY Beautifully 
appointed, lushly land-
scaped 3BR/3BA hide-
away, complete with pan-
oramic view and mean-

dering dock, boatlift and heated swimming pool! Hardwood 
floors, southwestern color scheme, comfy kitchen and maple 
cabinets, stainless-steel range and domed ceilings. Short stroll 
to Gulf beach. Priced at $1,198,500. Owner says “SELL!”

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EvEninGS 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

1-4pm • Sun • may 25
2516 ave. a, Bradenton Beach

open 
houSe

941-720-2242
www.islandplacerealty.com 

411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria

WATER’S EDGE! 2BR/2BA 
direct Gulffront, updated! Rental 
income! $949,500. Call Sue!

GLENNA’S PLACE! 4BR/2BA, 
updated throughout & turnkey 
furnished! $895,000. Call Sue!

ANNA MARIA!  3BR/2BA 
canalfront with pool! Rental 
income! $825,000. Call Sue!

PARADISE FOUND! 3BR/3BA 
canalfront with pool! Owner 
financing! $925,000. Call Sue!

5508C Marina Drive • 778-0807 • 800-956-0807 
yrealty3@aol.com  • www.tdollyyoungrealestate.com

32 Years of Professional Service

ExpEriEncE - rEputation - rEsults
KEY ROYALE CANALFRONT Golf course view. $690,000. 

HERON’S WATCH 3BR/2BA, like-new quality home 10 minutes to 
beaches. $299,000.

LUXURY WATERFRONT VILLA Boat dock, 3BR/2BA, immaculate, updated. 
Designer kitchen, glassed lanai, tennis, pools, covered parking. $649,900.
SUNBOW 2BR/2BA bayfront end unit, turnkey furnished. $449,000.
BAYVIEW 4-5BR/4BA includes guest quarters, large master suite. $998,000. 
BEST BUYS: ADULT COMMUNITY from $60,000, heated pool, near 

shopping, dining and transportation. 
HARBOUR VILLA CLUB 2BR/2BA, turnkey, boat dock. $749,900.

PINEBROOK AND IRONWOOD $139,000 to $263,900.
DESOTO SQUARE VILLA 2BR/2BA, gated, pool clubhouse. $175,000. 

RENTALS: Cottages to luxury villas. Vacation and annual. 

6101 MARINA DR., HOLMES BEACH

CHRISTINE T. SHAW AND 
JOHN VAN ZANDT, REALTORS

CHAR HANSFORD 
941-745-0407 • 941-779-1112
T. Dolly Young Real Estate 941-778-0807

THIS ONE HAS IT ALL! Perfect home for your boat and 
entertaining your family and friends. Deep water canal with 40-
foot dock. Immaculate, spacious 3BR/2BR end unit with custom 
kitchen. Water views from every window. One mile to beach. 
Smuggler’s Landing, 4109 129th St. Cortez. $649,900. 

COME SEE – OPEN HOUSE 
2–4PM • SUNDAYS

Motivated
SellerLet us rent your home or condo 

to one of our qualified tenants 
looking for an annual rental!

Please call Sue or Adele at 941-779-9320.
411 Pine Avenue • Anna Maria • www.islandplacerealty.com

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
GARAGE SALES Continued

GARAGE SALE: 8am Saturday, March 24. Two fami-
lies. Lots of furniture, some antiques, miscellaneous 
items. 522 Kumquat, Anna Maria, near city pier. 

FLEA MARKET: 9am-4pm Saturday, March 24. 
Tons of treasures, books, jewelry, furniture, collect-
ibles, dolls, bric-a-brac. 5351 Gulf Drive, Holmes 
Beach. Next to TimeSaver in Niki’s Island Trea-
sures parking lot. 

MOVING SALE: 8am-5pm Friday and Saturday, 
March 23-24. Island-style furniture. White wicker 
glass-top table, six chairs, blonde wood queen 
bedroom set, nightstands, dresser, armoire, pecan 
wicker armoire, TV stand, white wicker queen bed-
room set, nightstand, double dresser, mirror, chest 
of drawers, twin trundle bed, two TVs, refrigerator, 
washer and dryer, linens, kitchenware, decor. 603 
Emerald Lane, Key Royale, Holmes Beach.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: NECKLACE. OUTDOORS, near the walk-
way at the Rod & Reel Motel. Call Nicole, 941-
794-0245. 

LOST: ARMY SURPLUS-style jacket and cell phone 
lost on beach near Beach Bistro. Reward for return. 
941-266-5524.

FOUND: WOMAN’S WATCH on the grounds AT the 
Island Players theater, Pine Avenue and Gulf Drive, 
Anna Maria. Found March 14. Call 941-795-7255.

LOST: WOMENS PRESCRIPTION eyeglasses. No 
frame, one noseguard missing. If found, please call 
941-778-2551 or 608-852-6356.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KARATE ON THE Island: Ages four through adult. 
Call 941-807-1734 or visitwww.islanddojo.cmasdi-
rect.com.

ITEMS FOR SALE Continued

FREE DELIVERY to your home or condo: Shrimp, 
crabs, native fish. Prompt delivery to your door. Call 
James Lee, 941-795-1112 or 704-8421.

OLD-FASHIONED DINER MUGS: $8 (includes tax). 
Your coffee never tasted so good as when you drink 
from the old-style mugs available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

YOU WANT IT ... You got it. Oval AMI bumper stick-
ers are just $1 at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, 
Holmes Beach. Information: 941-778-7978. 

HELP SUPPORT OFFICER Pete Lannon: Silicone 
bracelets, DARE2CARE/ISLANDER4PETE. Child 
$2, adult $5. The bracelets are donated by The 
Islander and all $$$ go to a pre-paid college fund 
for Pete’s youngest son. Available at The Islander, 
5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Information: 
941-778-7978.

LONGBOAT KEY HISTORY “From Calusas to Con-
dominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter. Signed copies avail-
able at The Islander, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach. 941-778-7978.

GARAGE SALES

ROSER THRIFT SHOP yard sale: 9am-noon Satur-
day, March 24. 511 Pine Ave., Anna Maria

BIG ANNUAL SALE: Annie Silver Community Center. 
8am-3pm Saturday, March 24. Like-new barbcue 
grill, microwave, furniture, books, miscellaneous. 
Coffee, soda, donuts, cake and sloppy Joes can be 
purchased. 103 23rd St., Bradenton Beach. 

GARAGE SALE: 9am-noon Friday and Saturday, 
March 23-24. Furniture, dishes, glassware, silver 
tea sets, lots of odds and ends. 246 S. Harbor Drive, 
Holmes Beach. 

GARAGE SALE: 8am-1pm Saturday, March 24. Fur-
niture, tools, household items, miscellaneous. 231 
and 236 S. Harbor Drive, Holmes Beach.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued

SAIL AWAY ABOARD 65-foot Lex-Sea. Key West 
Fantasy Fest, six days, five nights, $995 per person, 
$1,095 per couple. Cayo Costa Thanksgiving, four 
days, three nights, $595 per person, $1,095 per 
couple. Everglades Expedition, seven days, seven 
nights, $795 per person, $1,495 per couple. 941-
713-8000. www.annamariaislandsailing.com.

WOULD ANYONE WHO saw the accident at the 
corner of 59th Street and Marina Drive around 
11am Saturday, March 10, during the arts and craft 
show, please call Olivia Gruen at 941-778-2901. 
Especially any pedestrian who saw my white van 
at the stop sign. 

KIDNAPPED! Bentley (the butler statue) disap-
peared from Sandy Rich’s Real Coffee & Realty, 
9908 Gulf Drive, Anna Maria, on March 17. Sandy 
says, “Call and I’ll pick him up, no questions asked.” 
Call her at 376-6077.

BUTTERFLY PARK BENEFIT: Purchase a per-
sonalized brick in the Anna Maria Island Butterfly 
Park. Two lines, $40. Three lines, $50. Forms at 
The Islander or call 941-518-4431 for more infor-
mation.

FREE GUN LOCK. Yes, free. Just for the asking. 
Courtesy of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission. Free at The Islander newspaper 
office, 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach. Don’t be 
sorry, be safe.

LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? You can read 
Wednesday’s classifieds at noon Tuesday at www.
islander.org. And it’s FREE!



30 n March 21, 2007 n ThE ISLaNDEr

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
HELP WANTED Continued

LOOKING FOR CLEANERS! MTO Cleaning Ser-
vices now hiring dependable people with reliable 
transportation and auto insurance to work 8am-
5pm Monday-Friday. Average $8.50-$12/hour with 
paid vacation, dental, flexible hours and promotion 
opportunities. Apply at 5245 Office Park Blvd., suite 
101, Bradenton. 941-758-1993.

LOOKING FOR VERY active, dependable person 
to nanny for 19-month old! Some weekdays, week-
ends and travel required. Light housekeeping a plus! 
Anna Maria Island area. Please, contact Haley, 727-
641-0240.

HOUSEKEEPER:  IMMEDIATE OPENING at local 
area motel. 941-778-2780.

LEGAL SECRETARY/PARALEGAL position: Press-
wood Law Firm, P.A., is an employment litigation 
and appellate practice located in Bradenton, Fla. 
This position offers a casual office setting, the latest 
technology tools, and the flexibility to work between 
25-40 hours per week. Must be adept with technol-
ogy (e.g., utilizing software such as Word, Excel, 
Outlook, Amicus Attorney, PC Law) and enjoy work-
ing with people. Litigation experience preferred. E-
mail resume to kendra.p@verizon.net.

ACTIVITIES COUNSELOR: OPPORTUNITY to 
make a difference in the life of a child. Island com-
munity center seeking energetic, fun-loving person 
to provide leadership in after-school programs for 
K-5th grades. Ideal candidates pursuing education 
degree or willing to obtain 40-hour DCF childcare 
certificate. CPR/first aid. Part-time, 2:30-6:30pm. 
Monday-Friday. Full-time during summer. Pays 
between $7.50-$10.50 depending on experience. 
E-mail resume to kjoyce@tampabay.rr.com or fax 
941-778-9511.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

CHARTER BOAT SERVICE: Eco-tours, sightseeing, more 
in Cortez. Assets include 26-foot cat, 150-hp outboard. 
$70,000. Longview Realty, 941-383-6112. For more great 
business and realty buys: www.longviewrealty.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Continued

RESTAURANT AND MORE: 50-seat restaurant with 
great ambience also retails select items. Beer and 
wine license. Any menu OK. $120,000. Confidential-
ity agreement required for details. Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112. For more great business and realty 
buys: www.longviewrealty.com.

GIFTS/DECOR FOR patio, home and garden. 
Enchanting shop, fun items in good resort area 
location. $89,000. Confidentiality agreement 
required for details. Longview Realty, 941-383-
6112. For more great business and realty buys: 
www.longviewrealty.com.

BEACHFRONT HOT SPOT: Two storefronts, 
one side rented. Restaurant for sale separately, 
$199,000. Great for gift shop, clothing, jewelry or as-
is. Owner financing available. $1,295,000. Longview 
Realty, 941-383-6112.

KIDS FOR HIRE

14-YEAR-OLD needs work. Willing to babysit, clean, 
etc. Red Cross trained in first aid and babysitting. 
Call Alexandra, 941-778-5352.

LOOKING FOR A babysitter, pet sitter, dog walker 
or somebody to do odd jobs? Call Kendall, 14-
year-old, ninth-grader. Certified in first aid! 941-
779-9783.

KIDS FOR HIRE ads are FREE for Island youths 
under 16 looking for work. Ads must be placed in 
person at The Islander newspaper office, 5404 
Marina Drive, Holmes Beach.

HEALTH CARE

LICENSED CNA/HHA: Personal care, meal prepa-
ration, house keeping, bathing and dressing assis-
tance, medication reminder, respite care, transpor-
tation. Call 941-345-6155. Good rates. 

SERVICES

LET US DRIVE YOU! Shopping, medical appoint-
ments, airports, cruise ports. Flat rates. Sunshine 
Car Service. Serving the Islands. 941-778-5476.

PETS

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED for loving homes to 
foster puppies and kittens until they are old enough 
for adoption. All food and medical provided. Julie, 
941-720-1411.

ADULT CATS in desperate need of loving homes. 
All are current on vaccines. All applicants screened. 
Please, call 941-922-0774.

TRANSPORTATION

IMMACULATE 2003 SILVER PT Cruiser with just 
over 11,000 miles. Has service contract until Nov.18, 
2009, or 60,000 miles. $10,500. 941-792-9892.

BOATS & BOATING

2004 CAROLINA SKIFF: 198DLX Yamaha 90, 
four-stroke, live well, fish finder, trailer, low hours. 
$13,200. Call 518-365-2701.

DRY BOAT AND trailer storage, $65/month. 840 S. 
Bay Blvd., next to Rotten Ralph’s. 941-778-9435.

YANMAR 44-hp sailboat motor. Rebuilt motor 
and transmission. Great condition. $1,500. 941-
345-7335.

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING ALL positions. Rotten hours, rotten 
pay. Apply at Rotten Ralph’s Waterfront Restau-
rant, 902 S. Bay Blvd., Anna Maria, or call 941-
778-3953.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS wanted: SunCoast Real 
Estate LLC. Floor time and generous split. Confi-
dential. Call Mary Ann Schmidt, 941-779-0202 or 
941-778-4931.

NURSES: PRIVATE DUTY. Long-term home care 
assisting quadriplegic. Morning, 8am-1pm and over-
night, 10pm-8am, shifts available. Travel opportunity. 
941-383-6953.

MAINTENANCE: PART-TIME. 30-unit motel on the 
beach. Evenings required. Apply in person. Blue 
Water Beach Club, 6306 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach.

ACROSS
1 Prefix with red
6 Denpasar is its

capital
10 “Concord Hymn”

writer’s inits.
13 Green ___
19 Green, for instance
20 Christmas team
22 Trunk lines
23 Green 55-Down
26 “Me too”
27 Make messy
28 Enzyme ending
29 Gremlins and

Pacers
33 Codger
34 Fella
36 Rat follower
38 A hero might have

it
40 Box in many

homes
41 Bracelet
44 Green 83-Down
49 Like
50 Trademarked

chilled drink
51 Neighbor of Lanai
52 Live
54 Ding
56 Be listless
57 Lot of money

58 Channel for
debates

60 Fast runners
63 Some socials
65 Corroding, with

“into”
66 Green 58-Down
72 Cry from a balcony
73 Neat as ___
74 Legless creatures
75 Quarter of a deck
76 Skid row sounds
78 Yves’s eve
80 Natural flavoring
84 His or her, to Henri
85 Computer

connection
86 Destruction
89 The third of

September
90 Green 8-Down
95 Cartoon character

with a big nose
96 Mideast money
97 Old TV part
98 Map parts: Abbr.
99 Still

100 Kathryn of 
“Law & Order:
Criminal Intent”

103 “Put it back in”
104 The sun
107 Utah city
109 Like turncoats
112 Green 13-Across
119 Tony-winning

actress Martin
120 Inferior

121 Server of Norm,
Cliff and Frasier,
on “Cheers”

122 Not overdone
123 Stopover
124 Those caballeros
125 Cap sites

DOWN
1 “Eww!”
2 Dijon denial
3 Part of Dixie: Abbr.
4 Bird in the

“Arabian Nights”
5 Sacred chests
6 Stomach settler
7 Correo ___

(airmail)
8 Green ___
9 About

10 Fix, as a rug
11 Early Chinese

dynasty
12 Marine birds
13 First person

indicator
14 Early colonizer of

America
15 Great time
16 Mountain whose

name in Greek
means “I burn”

17 Hurdles for high
schoolers, for short

18 Being, to Brutus
21 Furry-tailed

rodents
24 Spa treatment
25 Tend to

29 Syrian president
30 Word before or

after sugar
31 Scrub
32 Egg holder
35 Philosophical study

of the universe
37 ___ Friday’s
39 Bad start?
40 Mountain view
42 Not think things

through first
43 Off course
45 Measure of light
46 Cold coat
47 Enemy: Abbr.
48 Start of many a city

name
53 Some M.I.T. grads:

Abbr.
55 Green ___
57 It’s connected to a

boom
58 Green ___
59 Hideaway
61 NASA’s ___

Research Center
62 Old truck maker
64 Verdi’s “___ tu”
65 ___ trip
66 Bone setters
67 End of an estimate
68 Close relative
69 Place with a

moving line
70 Ship in 1898

headlines
71 Start of a

supplication

76 Papal court
77 N.Y.C. subway line
79 One of the Wright

brothers, for short
81 Center of

entertainment
82 “The Cloister and

the Hearth” author
83 Green ___
85 Kindergarten

handicraft

86 Preparing for
shipment

87 “Rah!”
88 E.E.C. part: Abbr.
91 Indian tourist

destination on the
Arabian Sea

92 They’re not pro
93 Fade out
94 Loire laugh

100 Actress Lanchester
and others

101 Repetitive musical
piece

102 Storage units
104 Did laps
105 “Yikes!”
106 Actor Alan
108 Year in the middle

of this century
110 Father

111 Need
113 One-fifth of

quindici
114 Suffix with ball
115 Best-selling author

Brown
116 “___ Sleep Comes

Down to Soothe the
Weary Eyes”
(Dunbar poem)

117 “Rah!”
118 Points on a scale

No. 0311
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THINKING GREEN BY ERIC BERLIN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

For any three answers, call
from a touch-tone phone: 1-
900-285-5656, $1.20 each
minute; or, with a credit
card, 1-800-814-5554.
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week’s puzzle  
on page 36



THE ISLANDER n mARcH 21, 2007 n 31

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
SERVICES Continued

WILDLIFE REMOVAL and relocation: Problem solv-
ing for all animals, big and small. Call Joe, West-
coast Nuisance Wildlife Service, 941-778-3455, or 
cell 941-720-4152. 

HOUSEWATCHERS OF MANASOTA Inc.: A 
Licensed and insured corporation. We offer peace 
of mind to homeowners during their absence by 
providing weekly or monthly inspections. We also 
provide management of annual rental properties. 
Trust in us to keep your investments safe. 941-737-
7046 or housewatchers@tampabay.rr.com.

CONDO/HOMEOWNER INSURANCE: Call for free 
quote. Doc Auto & Home Insurance. 75th and Mana-
tee Ave. W., Bradenton. 941-757-0330.

FREE HOUSESITTING/PETSITTING: Retired 
Christian couple will take care of your home, pets 
etc. References furnished, much experience, 
bondable. E-mail: ewingwt@earthlink.net. 770-
832-7319.

MUSIC LESSONS! Flute, saxophone, clarinet. 
Beginning to advanced. Contact Koko Ray, 941-
758-0395.

BEACH SERVICE air conditioning, heat, refrigera-
tion. Commercial and residential service, repair 
and/or replacement. Serving Manatee County and 
the Island since 1987. For dependable, honest and 
personalized service, call William Eller, 941-795-
7411. CAC184228.

ANYONE CAN TAKE a picture. A professional cre-
ates a portrait. I want to be at your wedding! www.
jackelka.com. 941-778-2711.

NADIA’S EUROSAGE Relaxing, healing mas-
sage in the comfort of your home. Call today for an 
appointment, 941-795-0887. MA#0017550.

TILE AND MOSAIC custom installation, 20 years 
experience. References available. For a reasonable 
price, call Sebastian, 941-704-6719.

CHECK US OUT AT www.islander.org !

SERVICES Continued

MAN WITH SHOVEL: Plantings, natives, patio gar-
dens, trimming, cleanups, edging, maintenance. 
Hard-working and responsible. Excellent references. 
Edward 941-778-3222.

COMPUTER OBEDIENCE TRAINING. Is your com-
puter misbehaving? Certified computer service and 
private lessons. Special $40/hour. Free advice. 941-
545-7508. 

ISLAND PRESSURE CLEANING for great results, 
wash away mildew, dirt, salt. Thorough, reason-
able, reliable. Free estimates, licensed, insured. 
941-778-0944. 

ROOFING REPAIRS and replacements. Remod-
eling, repairs, additions, screen rooms, kitchens, 
baths. Free estimates. License #CGC061519, 
#CCC057977, #PE0020374. Insured. Accepting 
MasterCard/Visa. 941-720-0794. 

PROFESSIONAL I.T. SERVICES: Complete com-
puter solutions for business and home. Installation, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, Web services, wire-
less services. Richard Ardabell, network engineer, 
941-778-5708, or cell 216-509-1945.

CUCCIO TILE: Many Island references. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and insured. 941-730-2137.

TAX RETURN PREPARATION by enrolled agent. 
Timely and accurate. We pickup and deliver. For 
individuals and small businesses. Monday-Friday 
after 5pm, Weekends, 8am-5pm. Turtle Tax, 941-
779-8686.

INCOME TAX SERVICE: Individuals and small 
businesses. We also file electronically and pre-
pare all states. Call Pat at Kenney Tax Service, 
941-761-8156.

SELL it fast with an ad in The Islander.

A

na M a Rea

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

A

na M a Rea

941 778-2259    Fax 941 778-2250
E-mail amrealty@verizon.net 

Web site www.annamariareal.com

“We ARE the Island!”
SINCE 1957

Marie Franklin, Lic. Real Estate Broker

REALISTIC SELLERS!
This property provides options to either renovate 
existing 2BR/1BA home or reinvent by construct-
ing two attached villas. Unlike all other villas, this 
building site offers 11,400 sf where you may create 
your tropical hideaway surrounded with natural foli-
age. Located in Bay Palms and walking distance to 
beach and shopping. ONLY $479,500!

Beautifully maintained one-owner home includes 
2BR/2.5BA on spacious Bay Palms lot. Freshly 
painted, new ceramic tile throughout, updated baths, 
barrel tile roof are only a few of the recent improve-
ments. Open design has over 1,600 sf living area and 
2,100 sf under roof with two-car garage. Charming 
kitchen with breakfast bar off sunny Florida room 
plus screened gazebo for Island lifestyle. Vacant and 
ready for occupancy. Personally view 501 67th St. 
Open daily, noon-4pm. Asking $489,500!

SALES & RENTALS
Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.

419 Pine Ave., Anna Maria FL 34216 • PO Box 2150
(941) 778-2291 • EvEnings 778-2632

FAX (941) 778-2294 • www.betsyhills.com

SUNDANCE 
COTTAGE This 
lovely 3BR/2BA beach 
house offers pan-
oramic Gulf views!  
Amenities include 

vaulted ceilings, expansive kitchen with breakfast bar, 
French doors, and wrap-around deck.  Priced at $890,000. 
Turnkey furnished. The perfect family beach house!Web site: www.smithrealtors.com

5910 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach FL 34217
Call (941) 778-0777 or Rentals 778-0770
1-800-741-3772 • info@smithrealtors.com

ISLAND CANAL HOME  – REDUCED – 3BR/2.5BA with fireplace. 
Corner lot on canal with new dock and caged pool. New kitchen 
cabinets and granite countertops. New metal roof. $550,000. Call 
Carleen Weise, Realtor, 941-224-6521 evenings.
KEY ROYALE – This outstanding 3BR/3BA canal front home has 
been renovated, updated and added on. Extensive pavers, brick 
walk and patios, new barrel roof 2004, 75-foot seawall, 50-foot dock 
with 13,000 lb. boatlift. This home is lovely inside and out. A 27-foot 
Sport Craft with twin 150s will stay with full price offer. Offered at 
$1,650,000. Call Zee Catanese, Realtor, 941-742-0148 evenings.
SINGLE FAMILY – Centrally located, one block to beach.  2BR/2BA 
spacious home on corner lot. $569,000. Call Joy Murphy, Realtor, 
941-730-2820 evenings.
BAYFRONT CONDO – REDUCED 2BR/2BA updated waterfront condo 
with amazing view. Glass lanai, breakfast bar. Owner motivated. 
$359,500. Call Carlene Weise, Realtor, 941-224-6521, evenings.
PERICO BAY CLUB – Reduced for quick sale, owner anxious. 
Florida condo living at its best, waterfront, security, pools, spa, 
tennis courts, 2BR plus den. Immediate possession. $369,900. 
Call Marion Ragni, Realtor, 941-761-1415 evenings.

Gulf Bay Realty of Anna Maria Inc.
Jesse Brisson - Broker Associate, GRI
  (941) 713 - 4755      (800) 771 6043

Sandy Pointe: Impeccably maintained 2BR/2BA condo in 
central Holmes Beach within walking distance to shops, restaurants, 
and the beach!  No rental restrictions make this condo an instant 
income producer. Heated pool, covered parking, storage, washer 
dryer, and new water heater! Don’t wait come see this tastefully 
done unit today! $325,000.

Scott Norris, Broker Associate 
Direct: 941-545-8706 
E-mail: Scott@ScottNorris.com 
www.ScottNorris.com 
6016 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34209

Four Great West Wide Properties at Terrific Prices
7826 Seville Circle – This 3BR/2BA pool home in popular Palma 
Sola Park is just a few yards from the bayfront park. A greenbelt 
area across the street means permanent privacy. $445,000.
7820 San Juan Ave. – Rarely available Palma Sola Park lot. 
$275,000.
8012 3rd Ave. – Great curb appeal on this 3BR/2BA home just 
a few feet from Palma Sola Bay. Terrific location, great schools, 
beautiful landscape. $315,000.
1321 63rd Ave. – This terrific looking 3BR/2BA Village Green 
home features a wood burning fireplace, spacious den, and 
a large wrap around screened lanai that overlooks a well 
landscaped and private back yard. $279,000.

	 Vacation
	 	 Rentals

778-2307 • 1-800-306-9666 
www.franmaxonrealestate.com  

F RAN								MAXON
Serving the area Since 1970 mls

9701 Gulf Drive
Anna Maria

Sales • Rentals
Property Management

Real Estate, Inc

Call now for your

Property 
owners~
Call us to 
rent your 

properties! 
Unbeatable
service for 

over 35 
years!

PRICES ROLLED BACK
CONDOS

Bay Pointe at Cortez 3BR/2BA was $237,000, now $195,000.
Hidden Lake 2BR/2BA, furnished was $357,000, now $295,000.

SINGLE FAMILY
202 77th St. Island furnished   was $805,000, now $699,000

OPEN 1-4pm Saturday & Sunday, March 24-25
5003 Elmhurst 3BR plus den, 1,922 sf was $348,500 now $284,500.

ADULT COMMUNITY
2BR/2BA golfers dream, courses to choose from, huge clubhouse. 

Was $219,900, now $210,000.
One-year new 2BR plus den, state of the art clubhouse, planned 

activities. Was $234,900, now $210,000.

Call Bobye Chasey, Broker
– Chasey Realty Inc. 

941-713-1277
bobyechasey@verizon.net

2923 7th Ave. W. Bradenton
Nearly completed and builder is anxious to sell. All 

offers will be considered. Generous allowances.

NEW HOME $389,500

http://NewWestBradentonHomes.com

Paul Chapin, 941-746-8287
Fla. State Certified General Contractor #CGC-046519
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
LANDSCAPING Continued

TIRED OF NO return calls? Straight Shot Land-
scape calls back. For all your landscape, call Shark 
Mark. 941-727-5066. Shell $42/yard.

WEST COAST INC. Landscaping: Bobcat service, 
hauling, tree removal, shelling, pressure cleaning 
and lawn care. Very reliable. 941-345-6859. 

LANDSCAPING - ISLAND RESIDENT: All aspects 
of design and installation. I will show you a picture 
of your house with a virtual landscape. Call Colin 
at 941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VAN-GO PAINTING residential/commercial, inte-
rior/exterior, pressure cleaning, wallpaper. Island 
references. Bill, 941-795-5100.

JOE UNGVARSKY CONSTRUCTION Remodeling 
contractors. In-house plan designs. State licensed 
and insured. Many Island references. 941-778-2993. 
License #CRC 035261.

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING free esti-
mates. 35-year Island resident. Call Jim Bickal at 
941-778-1730.

CHRISTIE’S PLUMBING Island and off-Island ser-
vice since 1975. Repairs and new construction. Free 
estimates, no overtime charges. Now certifying back 
flow at water meters. FL#RF0038118-941-778-3924 
or 778-4461.

TILE -TILE -TILE. All variations of ceramic tile 
supplied and installed. Quality workmanship, 
prompt, reliable, many Island references. Call Neil,  
941-726-3077.

CUSTOM RENOVATION/RESTORATION expert. 
All phases of carpentry, repairs and painting. Thirty 
years experience. Insured. Meticulous, clean, sober 
and prompt. Paul Beauregard, 941-779-2294.

KEN & TINA DBA Griffin’s Home Improvements 
Inc. Handyman, fine woodwork, countertops, 
cabinets and shutters. Insured and licensed,  
941-748-4711.

TILE, CARPET, LAMINATE supplied and installed. 
Why pay retail? Island resident, many references. 
Free estimates, prompt service. Steve Allen Floor 
Coverings. 941-792-1367, or 726-1802.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued

JERRY’S HOME REPAIR: Carpentry work, handy-
man, light plumbing, electrical, light hauling, pres-
sure washing and tree trimming. Call 941-778-6170 
or 447-2198.

WINDOW SHADES, BLINDS, shutters and more. 
Lifetime warranty. Call Keith Barnett for a free in-
home consultation. Island references, 15 years 
experience. 941-778-3526 or 730-0516.

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Winton’s Home-Buddy 
Inc. Retired banker, Island resident, converting 
life-long hobby to business. Call 941-705-0275 
for free estimates. 

IMPACT WINDOWS AND doors. Exclusive dis-
tributor: Weatherside LLC on Holmes Beach. Free, 
courteous estimates. Jeld-wen Windows and Doors. 
Lic.# CBC1253145. 941-730-5045.

THIRTY-SIX YEARS craftsman experience. Interior, 
exterior, doors, stairs, windows, trim. Pressure wash. 
Driveway paint. Dan Michael, master carpenter. Call 
941-518-3316 .

TUB AND TILE refinishing: A division of D.J. Murphy 
Painting Inc. Save up to 80 percent over traditional 
remodeling costs. Call us with your kitchen and 
bath needs. Don’t buy new - redo! 941-751-1245. 
Licensed, certified and insured. 

GUARANTEED A-1 PAINTING service. Get a 
bid then call Nick, he’s the best. Island refer-
ences. Licensed. Call Nick, 941-727-1448 or  
941-962-5131.

INTERIOR SURFACE RENOVATION: Drywall, tex-
ture, paint, tile, wall and ceiling repairs, Fred Wein-
gartner, 941-586-3656.

RESILIENT PROPERTIES AND renovations: Kitch-
ens, bathrooms, tile work, decks, sheetrock, paint-
ing and more. Reliable work start-to-finish. What 
does your home need? Free estimates. Call Thomas 
P. Lass, 941-782-7313.

EXPERIENCED BUILDING CONTRACTOR: Carl 
V. Johnson Jr. Inc. New homes, porches, decks, 
remodel, repairs, etc. Quality work. Fair price! 941-
795-1947. Lic. # RR0066450.

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place 
classified ads and subscribe online with our secure 
server? Check it out at www.islander.org.

LAWN & GARDEN

CONNIE’S LANDSCAPING INC. Residential and 
commercial. Full-service lawn maintenance, land-
scaping, cleanups, hauling and more! Insured. 941-
778-5294.

ISLAND LAWN SPRINKLER service and repair. 
Monthly and quarterly accounts available. If it is 
broken, we can fix it. Call 941-778-2581.

JR’S LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE Lawns, 
native plants, mulching, trimming, hauling, cleanups. 
Island resident 25 years. Call 941-807-1015.

CLOUD 9 LANDSCAPING: Lawn and landscape 
maintenance. Tree-trimming, mulching, plantings, 
sod, shell. Many references and insured. Please 
call 941-778-2335.

GULF SHORE LANDSCAPING: Lawn care, pres-
sure washing, landscaping, property maintenance. 
Owner operated by Island resident. Exceptional 
value! Licensed and insured. Call 941-726-7070. 
www.gulfshorelandscaping.com.

TREES BY THE Breeze, Inc. Landscaping, 
tree trimming, property maintenance. Insured. 
Island resident since 1988. Call Chris Lundy,  
941-778-2837.

GET MOORE FOR your money: Specializing in tree 
trimming and removal, brush chipping, estate clean-
ups. Insured. Call Lew Moore, 941-755-5559.

CONFIDENCE CLEANING CORP.: Housecleaning, 
office cleaning and window cleaning. Good refer-
ences, reasonable rates. Licensed and insured. 
Family owned and operated. 941-296-5103.

LANDSCAPING

SHELL DELIVERED and spread. $42/yard. Hauling: 
all kinds of gravel, mulch, top soil with free esti-
mates. Call Larry at 941-795-7775, “shell phone” 
941-720-0770.

KARAZ LANDSCAPE Lawn Service. Mulch, clean-
ups, power washing, tree trimming and more. City 
of Anna Maria resident. Cell 941-448-3857.

NATURE’S DESIGN LANDSCAPING. Design and 
installation. Tropical landscape specialist. Resi-
dential and commercial. 30-years experience. 941-
729-9381.

Gail
Tutewiler
Top Producing Realtor

941-705-0227
Toll Free 1-866-587-8559 

GailTuteRE@aol.com

3224 EAST BAY DRIVE
HOLMES BEACH

www.Wedebrock.com

IT’s TIme To Buy!
IRONWOOD: 1BR/1BA Turnkey furnished, updated.  $134,900.
IMPERIAL HOUSE: 2BR/1BA, ground floor. $259,900.
BAYVIEW TERRACE: 1BR/1BA, bay view. $275,000.
BAYVIEW TERRACE: 2BR/1BA, new listing. $284,900.
BAYVIEW TERRACE: Total update, 2BR/1BA. $299,900.
IMPERIAL HOUSE: 2BR/1BA, sale pending. $309,900.
SUNBOW BAY: 2BR/2BA, elevator, 1,121 sf. $322,000.
FLAMINGO CAY: 2BR/2BA, 1,358 sf. $345,000.
RUNAWAY BAY: 2BR/2BA, lakefront, gorgeous.   $398,000.
NORTH BEACH VILLAGE: 3BR/2.5BA, two-car garage.   $498,000.
NORTH BEACH VILLAGE: Two master bedrooms, two-car garage.   $510,000.
NORTH BEACH VILLAGE: 3BR/2.5BA, two-car garage.   $515,000.
NORTH BEACH VILLAGE: HOA, 3BR/2BA, two-car garage.   $547,000.
MARTINIQUE SOUTH: 2BR/2BA, carport. $569,000.
DUPLEX WITH BEACH ACCESS: both 2BR/1BA.   $624,900.
LONGBEACH: 2BR/2BA, Gulffront, gorgeous.   $664,000.
TIFFANY PLACE: 2BR/2BA, updated. Wow! $699,000.
COQUINA MOORINGS: 3BR/2BA, dock, bay and Gulf.   $749,000.
MARTINIQUE SOUTH: 2BR/2BA, sixth floor, one-car garage.   $739,000.
MARTINIQUE SOUTH: 2BR/2BA, sixth floor, two-car garage.   $789,000. 
VILLA SORRENTO: Built 2006, 4BR/4BA, elevator.   $1,495,000.

Call me for details!

Residential Real estate inc.

Pam Dial, PA
(941) 704-4962

Over 20 years experience specializing in waterfrOnt & bOating prOperties
www.flOridamOves.cOm/pamela.dialpa • pamela.dial@flOridamOves.cOm

ADORABLE 2BR/2BA condo in established 
complex right off of 75th St. W. Walk to 
shopping and great restaurants. Extra-large 
screened lanai for outdoor Florida living at it’s 
best. Neutral colors make this unit ready for 
you to move right in! $199,900.

IsLAnD WALk - HAVE IT ALL with this beauti-
ful 3BR/2.5BA townhome with ceramic tile 
flooring, wood cabinetry, granite countertops, 
and decorator furniture. $675,000. 

BUY OF A LIFETIME! This 2BR/2BA ground 
floor unit has a shaded lanai overlooking the 
lake and fountain and just a few steps to the 
walkway to deeded beach access. Turnkey 
furnished unit with adorable beachy furni-
ture. $399,000.

FULL BAY VIEWs, totally renovated and shows 
like a model. Turnkey furnished with La-Z-Boy 
furniture. Bright ceramic tile throughout, laun-
dry room, open kitchen with breakfast bar, 
covered parking, heated pool and a gorgeous 
stretch of deeded beach access. $447,700.

VIEWs OF sARAsOTA BAY  with 2,775 sf of 
living space. Great layout. Amenities include 
elevator, fireplace, granite countertops, plan-
tation shutters, parking for up to six cars, 
garden entrance and more!  $1,023,000.

TRADITIOnAL ELEGAnCE 3,241 sf home on 
Sarasota Bay. Solid glass wall of water views, 
totally renovated. Hardwood floors, vaulted 
ceilings, custom cabinetry and built-ins, granite 
countertops, private elevator, plantation shut-
ters, and fireplace. $1,195,000.

Jim Anderson Realty Company 
6000 Marina Drive, Ste. 105 • Holmes Beach, FL 34217

941.778.4847 • toll free 1.800.772.3235
www.jimandersonrealty.com

email: gayle511@tampabay.rr.com

Broker/Associate

Affordable ground level 2BR/3BA canal 
home in a quiet and desirable Anna Maria 
neighborhood close to the bay.  Very 
open and appealing floor plan with an 
updated kitchen, newer AC and roof, and 
a Taylor-Made 6,000 lb. boat lift and dock.  
Offered at $649,000.  Call Gayle Schulz, 
(941) 812-6489.

Gayle Simpson Schulz… 

Large 5BR/2BA ground level house 
in convenient West Bradenton close 
to schools, shopping, and the beaches. 
Freshly painted inside and out. New 
carpet, tile, flooring, fixtures and 
other upgrades. Call Gayle Schulz, 
941-812-6489.

Enjoy spectacular Bimini Bay waterfront 
views from this private 19,000 sf beau-
tifully landscaped property, one of the 
largest lots around. Key Royal boating 
paradise with deep, protected water. Fish 
from your private dock and swim in the 
large solar heated pool. Your cars will 
even be happy in the three-car garage. 
3-4BR/4BA. $1,600,000. Call Gayle 
Schulz, 941-812-6489.

West Bradenton, large updated 
3BR/2BA condo in a super location 
near the beaches boasts new tile in 
the living, dining, kitchen & den areas. 
Freshly painted w/new carpeting in the 
master suite, 2nd bedroom & screened 
porch.  Overlooks the new pool.  Ready 
to move in.  Offered at $140,000.  Call 
Gayle Schulz, (941) 812-6489. 
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BEST VALUE, QUALITY & 
LOCATIONS IN HOLMES BEACH

Greg Ross • Direct 773.2296
Boyd Realty • 778.8388

5505 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach

309-A
65th St.

$649,000

309-B 65th St.
$749,000

Special Offers

3BR/2BA ~ 1,800 sf

Move-In Ready

4BR/3.5BA ~ 2,500 sf
Gulf View

• 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
• Large Master Suite
• Granite Counters
• Elevator
• Pool
• Fully Furnished

• Hardwood Floors
• Central Vac
• Intercom System
• Completely    
 Upgraded
• Two-Car Garage

312 61st Street • $749,000

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
RENTALS Continued

PARADISE IN COMFORT at Palm Breeze rentals 
in Holmes Beach. Two beautifully furnished units in 
a Key West-style home on a large corner lot. Each 
unit has 3BR/2BA, washer, dryer and fully equipped 
kitchen. Heated pool, bikes, grill, etc. Just bring your 
clothes and a toothbrush and enjoy. www.apalm-
breeze.com. 941-730-5126.

CORTEZ COTTAGE: QUIET area. Fully furnished, 
walk to water. No smokers. $1,700/month, $500/
week, $100/night, includes utilities. 941-794-5980. 
www.divefish.com.

ISLAND CASTLE: FABULOUS French Normandy 
home. 4BR/3BA on best beach and quiet street in 
Anna Maria. 941-794-8202.

LAKEFRONT, FISHING, ONE block to beach. 
Elevated duplex, enormous 2BR/2BA, one-car 
garage, laundry area, Sub-Zero refrigerator, Jen-
naire stove, extra, extra nice. $1,395/month, yearly.  
941-962-4933.

FURNISHED MOTHER-IN-LAW apartment, canal 
view with a large deck, dock and saltwater pool to 
share. Apartment has private entrance, bath and 
kitchenette. All utilities except telephone included. 
$350/week or $850/month. Perfect for a clean and 
quiet individual! Please e-mail tlyonsrq@verizon.net 
or call 941-928-8735. Leave message for informa-
tion and availability. 

ANNUAL: HOLMES BEACH. 2BR/2BA, four-car 
garage. Two blocks to beach. Pet friendly. $1,400/
month. Call 941-713-2150.

VACATION IN SMOKEY Mountains: 3BR/2BA 
cabin, turnkey furnished, fireplace on 2.5 acres. 30 
miles from Cherokee Indian reservation, one mile 
from town. Book now. $495/weekly. For informa-
tion, call 352-516-6908 or 352-314-2333. E-mail: 
creativesold@yahoo.com.

AFFORDABLE SEASONAL RENTALS still available. 
Weekly, monthly, bayfront, Gulffront, big, small. Call 
Sato Real Estate for availability. 941-778-7200.

200-FEET TO ROD & Reel Pier: Ground floor, fully 
furnished, 2BR/1BA duplex. No pets or smokers. 
Seasonal, $1,500/month, annual, $1,000/month. 
Available April 1. 941-387-8610.

RENTALS Continued

2BR/2BA CONDO on Anna Maria Island with beau-
tiful Gulf views. Monthly, weekly or seasonal rentals. 
941-721-4789. www.annamaria-rental.com.

TEMPORARY ISLAND RENTAL: Elevated 2BR 
with porch, block to beach. Clean and remodeled. 
Laundry and parking. $495/weekly. $1,495/monthly. 
941-807-5449.

ANNUAL: 3BR/2BA with fenced back yard, 
large storage unit and deeded boat slip. $1,650/
month. Available April 1. Please, call Adele at 
941-587-6328.

WATERFRONT: SEASONAL. Beach, dock. Free 
use of kayak, pool, exercise room and bicycle. April 
still available. 941-779-9074. E-mail: gwalker43@
hotmail.com.

ANNUAL RENTAL: SPACIOUS villa, 1,300-plus sf 
living area! 2BR/2BA, plus family room, large util-
ity, garage. New carpet and paint, close to beach. 
Available approximately March 15. $1,300/month. 
941-778-1589.

LOVELY 2BR/2BA for 2008. Large porch, boat 
friendly, three-month rental. 941-962-0817 or 941-
778-2695. 210 81st St., Holmes Beach. 

ANNUAL HOMES BEACH: Close to beach, shops 
and trolley. Updated 2BR/1BA unit. Two balco-
nies, Gulf sunsets. $900/month plus utilities.  
941-545-6118.

CORTEZ/BRADENTON BEACH AREA: Spacious, 
furnished 1BR/1BA apartment. Full kitchen, dining 
room, living room. Includes utilities, cable, laundry 
room. Community boat ramp, marina. $995/month. 
941-761-2725.

1BR/1BA: $925/MONTH. 112-B 52nd St., Holmes 
Beach. Studio/efficiency, $600/month. 112 No. 1, 
52nd St., Holmes Beach. 941-746-8666.

ANNUAL: 2BR/2BA, ELEVATED duplex in Braden-
ton Beach. One block to beach. High ceilings, clean. 
Pet considered. $950/month. 941-725-2549.

I’LL SWAP A room on Martha’s Vineyard, summer 
2007 or 2008, for same on Anna Maria, winter 2008. 
Information: sara@vineyard.net.

HOME IMPROVEMENT Continued 

GULF CONSTRUCTION INC.: Home remodeling, 
custom carpentry, kitchens, baths, additions. 28 
years experience. Free estimates. Call John, 941-
773-6808. License # CBC1255132. 

ABOUT GROUT: CLEANING, sealing, staining 
(painting of grout), tile and grout repair, caulking 
of showers/kitchen. Bonded and insured. Call Jeff, 
941-545-0128.

PAINTING, WALL REPAIRS, carpentry and more. 
Island resident, very meticulous and reliable. I take 
pride in my work. For a free estimate, call Colin at 
941-779-0120 or 941-376-0541.

RENTALS

RENTALS available weekly, monthly, seasonal. 
Wedebrock Real Estate Co., 941-778-6665 or 800-
749-6665. www.wedebrock.com.

SEASONAL RENTAL: Holmes Beach, 4BR two 
master suites-/3BA, house on canal. Two minutes to 
beach. Heated pool, dock, cable TV, washer/dryer, 
garage, designer furnished with tropical yard setting. 
One of the finest rentals on Island. $1,600/weekly. 
Call 941-713-0034 or e-mail: beachdreams@tam-
pabay.rr.com.

FOR RENT: 2BR/2BA annual, ground floor unfur-
nished, $900/month. Seasonals available starting 
at $1,800/month. Please call Kim Fisher, Wagner 
Realty, 941-778-2246. www.wagnerrealty.com.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, townhouse: 2BR/2BA with 
balcony and view of mountains. Weekly or monthly 
rental. Call Paige at 941-798-3448.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY/ANNUAL rentals: wide vari-
ety, changes daily. SunCoast Real Estate, 941-779-
0202, or 1-800-732-6434. www.suncoastinc.com.

1-4BR DIRECT BEACHFRONT, gorgeous views, 
designer furnished, cable, DVD/VCR, dishwasher, 
phone, quaint village. $975-$2,375/week9 941-713-
0034 or beachdreams@tampabay.rr.com.

ANNUAL RENTAL: PALMA Sola Park. 3BR/2BA, like 
new, fresh and clean. Small pet OK, nonsmoking. 
Available April 1. $1,500/month. 941-713-3533.
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
RENTALS Continued

ANNUAL RENTAL: HOLMES Beach triplex. 
2BR/1BA, close to all, half block to Gulf, plenty of 
parking, washer and dryer on premises. $1,100/
month with utilities included. Call Van for more infor-
mation at 941-545-3292.

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE: 1,200 sf. Former Wicked 
Candle, 8819 Cortez Road. 1-800-952-1206. 

ANNUAL RENTALS: NORTH Beach Village, 
3BR/2BA, $1,700/month. 2BR/2BA home, Anna 
Maria, $1,400/month. 2BR/2BA apartment, Anna 
Maria, $865/month. Riverfront condo, 2BR/2BA, 
$1,195/month. Cedars East townhome, 3BR/2.5BA, 
$1,750/month. Fran Maxon Real Estate, 941-778-
2307. www.franmaxonrealestate.com.

FOR RENT: UNFURNISHED efficiency apartment 
on Pine Avenue, Anna Maria. $700/month. Call 941-
778-5796.

RENTAL: 900-sf commercial space. Ample parking. 
Pine Avenue, Anna Maria. 941-778-5796.

VILLAGE GREEN: VERY nice 2BR/2BA home with 
den, private screened lanai, fruit trees, cul-de-sac. 
Close to shopping, doctors and schools. Only 10 
minutes to the beach. $1,250/month. Pets wel-
comed. 941-725-4425.

RENTALS Continued

BEACH GETAWAY: 1 or 2BR, newly remodeled, 
all appliances, screened porch, Internet, cable. For 
pictures, look on www.beachesndreams.net. Call 
1-513-236-5091.

VACATION RENTALS: PALMA Sola Bay townhouse. 
Pool and boat dock, $699/week. Anna Maria Island 
home, pool and boat dock, 3BR/2BA, like new, 
$990/week. Longboat Village home, cozy, 2BR/1BA, 
$699/week. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

SEASONAL: ANNA MARIA. Key West-style ele-
vated home 3BR/3BA, Gulfside with Gulf views. 
Great location. Available October-December 
$2,800/month, January-April, $3,000/month. 813-
545-4175.

GULFFRONT CONDO: HOLMES Beach. 1-2BR, 
totally remodeled, stainless-steel appliances, two 
pools, carport. Seasonal 2008. Two-month mini-
mum. Fabulous beach. 941-795-5060.

MINUTES TO BEACHES: Lakeside South, west 
Bradenton. Big 2BR/2BA villa, one-car garage. 941-
720-2804.

HOLMES BEACH: 1BR/1BA 740-sf apartment. 
Includes water, trash, cable and high-speed Inter-
net. First, last and security deposit. Available April 
1. $850/month. 941-587-1456.

RENTALS Continued

TEN MINUTES TO beach: 3BR/2BA, garage, cov-
ered patio, three-years-old. $1,300/month. Call 941-
773-6581. Evenings, 941-794-9921.

2BR/2BA APARTMENT with patio. Walk to beach. 
Available annually. No pets. 941-773-4180.

SEASONAL VISITORS: SECURE your rental for 
next winter before heading back north! Must see 
beautiful Pebble Springs 3BR/2BA first-floor condo. 
Ten minutes from the beach. $1,600/month. www.
macalusoproperty.com. 813-368-7383.

FOR RENT: CHARMING canal house at 509 59th 
St., Holmes Beach. 2BR/1.5BA. $1,250/month plus 
utilities. 717-392-4048.

NICE DUPLEX: WEEKLY or monthly. 2BR/1BA, 
canal, boat dock, tropical yard. Half block 
to bay beach. $600/week or $2,000/month.  
941-778-3856.

ANNUAL DUPLEX: 2BR/2BA, north-end Anna 
Maria, four houses from beach. Energy efficient 
windows, wood blinds, dishwasher, washer and 
dryer hookups, large patio, fenced yard, storage 
shed, pet considered. $975/month plus security. 
941-778-4837.

ANNUAL: HOLMES BEACH. 2BR/2BA, lanai, 
garage. Clean, nice quiet area. $1,000/month. 941-
776-1789.

Island Shopping Center • 5402 Marina Drive 
Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 • www.suncoastinc.com

REAL ESTATE LLC

MLS  

779-0202 • (800) 732-6434

WESTBAY POINT & MOORINGS CONDO
2BR/2BA turnkey furnished, tennis, heated pool, water view, near 
shopping, library and restaurants. $389,000.

PLAYA ENCANTADA TOWNHOUSE
2BR/2.5BA turnkey furnished with direct view of Gulf. New kitchen, 
tile, heated pool, tennis, garage. $899,900.

HOLMES BEACH WATERFRONT
3BR/2BA home. Tile, pavers, fence, room for pool, new dock, direct 
access to Tampa Bay. $699,900.

KEY WEST WATERFRONT
4BR/3BA spectacular pool home with gorgeous view of Bimini Bay 
with 9,000 lb. boat lift! $1,700,000.

BIMINI BAY
Spacious 4BR/3BA pool home with 253-foot waterfront. Deep 
water, two docks and lushly landscaped. $1,850,000.

GULF PLACE CONDO
2BR/2BA turnkey furnished, large master suite with Jacuzzi tub, 
screened porch, heated pool, tennis. $969,900.

ANNA MARIA CONTEMPORARY
4BR/2BA open plan, vaulted ceiling, elevator, four-car garage. 
Bamboo fl ooring, turnkey furnished. Near beach. $1,350,000.

NORTH BEACH VILLAGE
3BR/2.5BA townhouse. New tile and carpet. Freshly painted. Two-
car garage, storage area could be offi ce, pool. $499,900.

BAY PALMS WATERFRONT HOME
3BR/2BA canalfront. Private dock. Direct access to Tampa Bay and 
Intracoastal Waterway. $599,000.

• TRADEWINDS RESORT VILLA - 1BR/1BA, Pool. $325,900.

• KEY ROYALE BAYFRONT - 3BR/2.5BA, Dock. $2,150,000.

• WILDEWOOD SPRINGS CONDO - 2BR/2BA, Patio. $299,900.

• UPDATED DUPLEX – 2107 Avenue B. $596,900

• SUN PLAZA WEST CONDOS - 2BR/2BA. From $529,900.

• PERIWINKLE COTTAGE - 2BR, Close to Beach. $649,900.

• GULF PLACE CONDO 3BR/2BA direct Gulf view. $995,000.

• ANNA MARIA NEAR BEACH House and cottage. $848,000.

• RUNAWAY BAY CONDO 1BR/1BA Water view. $349,000.

• SEASIDE BEACH HOUSE CONDO Direct Gulf view. $799,900.

• FLAMINGO CAY WATERFRONT – 3BR/2BA, pool. $859,000.

• WATERS EDGE CONDO 2BR/2BA Direct Gulffront. $959,900.

• GULF PLACE CONDOS Turnkey furnished. From $869,900.

• SARASOTA BAYFRONT PARADISE – 3BR/2.5BA, $1,124,900.

• RIVERVIEW BOULEVARD CAPE COD – 3BR/2BA. $529,900.

• SHOREWALK CONDOS 2BR/2BA turnkey from $175,000.

REAL ESTATE LLC

AnnA mARiA
iSLAnd

AnnA mARiA
iSLAnd

ANNUAL and SEASONAL 
RENTALS 

5214 State Rd 64 East • Bradenton, FL 34208

DIANE MOORE
Cell, 941-704-0436

Offi ce, 941-748-3050
LadyRiverDi@aol.com

PRESTIGIOUS
SPORTSMAN’S
HARBOR Sailboat
water, direct access 
to Tampa Bay. Walk 
to the tranquil 
beaches to enjoy the 
surf and beautiful 
sunsets. 3/4BR/2BA. 
New roof, appliances, 
tile and carpet. 
$749,000.

HISTORIC CORTEZ VILLAGE 
Directly on Sarasota Bay in a 
unique area of Florida history 
and just minutes to the tranquil 
beaches. 3BR/2BA, 2,378 sf with 
air-conditioned workshop. Large 
lot, 290x61-foot. $949,000.

HISTORIC CORTEZ VILLAGE Deep 
lot, 320x65-foot on Sarasota Bay. 
Fisherman’s paradise. 3,300 sf covered 
dock extending 200 feet into the bay 
with several boat slips, two are sailboat. 
Minutes to the beaches. Zoned for 
light commercial. $1,190,000. 

Betsy Hills Real Estate, P.A.
SALES

419 Pine Ave. • PO Box 2150 • Anna Maria FL 34216

SherrySasser

Bayfront lots with panoramic 
views. 23,000 sf each. Only 
two left! 

Bayfront lots with panoramic 2BR/2BA West Wind condo with 
Gulf view. $649,000.
2BR/2BA West Wind condo with 

Home: 941-778-1820
Cell: 941-713-5321
sherrys@betsyhills.com

Call

3BR/3BA bayfront home, north end of Anna Maria, completely 
renovated! $1,895,000 furnished. Owner will consider trade of 
lot, condo or home as a down payment.

3BR/3BA bayfront home, north end of Anna Maria, completely 3BR/3BA bayfront home, north end of Anna Maria, completely 

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

3303 Gulf Drive 
#4 Sea Pirates, 
Holmes Beach. 

Fantastic 
location!

2BR/1BA, pool. 
$349,000.

941-778-7200

REDUCED FROM $429,000

www.jackelka.com

BEAUTIFUL TORTUGA INN 2BR unit has 
a full kitchen and furniture. Garden view 
and steps to the private beach, pools, bay, 
and dock. Flexible rental, on-site manage-
ment. $450,000.

GORGEOUs 2BR hOmE IN TARA
PREsERvE. Turnkey home offers 2 car 
garage, living/dining room, den and main-
tenance free yard. Plenty of time to enjoy 
the pool, tennis and golf. $374,900.

Bill Jay
Realtor & 

Mortgage Broker

941-315-0908
williamejay@aol.com

homeowners and 
investors take 

advantage while rates 
are still lower.

New loans or 
refinance and improve 

cash flows.

email: michellemusto@prudentialpalmsrealty.com

941-809-3714
www.michellemusto.com

Palms Realty

Michelle Musto, PA Realtor

LACASA COSTIERA Luxury condo 
7320 Gulf Dr., #10, Holmes Beach: 
Exquisite 2-3BR/2.5BA, Gulf views, 
tastefully furnished, wet bar, crown 
molding, heated pool and spa. 
$1,749,000. ML#338524.

Kathy Geeraerts, Realtor

www.greenreal.com

778-0455
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RENTALS Continued

SEASONAL OR WEEKLY cottage-style rentals. 
1BR/1BA or 2BR/1BA with pool. Walk to beach, 
shopping, restaurants. 941-778-3426. Web site 
2spinnakers.com.

REAL ESTATE

ANNA MARIA: CANALFRONT property: 2BR/2BA 
with views of Tampa Bay. Walking distance to beach, 
shops and restaurants. $739,000. 941-779-1512 or 
941-737-7972.

3BR/2BA: One bedroom used as a den/office/
playroom, enclosed lanai, tiled with carpeted bed-
rooms. 1,400 sf, county water/sewer, citrus trees, 
near Brentwood school in Sarasota. Reduced to 
$274,900. 941-379-4196 or 941-954-7474.

NEW LAKEFRONT CONDOS: Low $300s. Minutes 
to beach, no flood, evacuation zone. Hidden Lake 
Real Estate, 941-761-0444. www.HiddenLakeCon-
dominiums.com.

ISLAND CANAL LOT: 75x100 feet, new dock, priced 
to sell quickly. Below market and appraised value, 
$535,000. Call Jake, 941-544-7786. 108 Gull Drive, 
Anna Maria.

BY OWNER: 2BR/1.5BA condo. West of Gulf Drive, 
two pools, covered parking. $399,999. 863-412-
2612. www.cflrealestateonline.com/condo. 5400 
Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach. 

NON-EVACUATION/NON-flood area: 3BR/2BA, 
two-car garage. Village Green, quiet street, minutes 
to beaches, shopping, doctors, hospitals. Tile floors, 
bedrooms carpeted, screened lanai. $297,000. 941-
794-1640.

CPR: DON’T STRESS out over your property man-
agement fees. Low rates and tiered services. Now 
accepting new rental properties. Call Suzanne, 
941-962-0971, or www.coastalpropertiesrealty.com. 
http://www.coastalpropertiesrealty.com.

REAL ESTATE Continued

PERICO ISLAND BY owner. Single 3BR/2BA home, 
beautifully decorated and maintained. Wide-open 
views overlooking preserve from heated, caged 
pool. Buyers agents, 3 percent. $472,000. 941-
794-8360.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING LOT in northwest Bra-
denton, desirable neighborhood near the river. 
$216,000. Owner/agent, Bobbie Banan, Michael 
Saunders & Company, 941-356-2659.

BRADENTON BEACH: 2BR/2BA end unit. Huge 
Gulf views from most rooms. Beautiful Tommy 
Bahama-style furnishings. Pool, hot tub, tennis, 
docks. Great vacation home and rental income. By 
owner. $615,000. 941-388-5238.

ISLAND HOME REDUCED: For sale by owner. 
Holmes Beach 3BR, deep-water canal, pool, 
boat dock, many upgrades. $775,000. Call  
941-778-6474.

NEW CONDO $289,900. For sale by owner. 
2BR/2BA, den, garage, screened lanai, lake view, 
minutes to beaches. Open daily. 941-761-0807 or 
502-523-2019. 6442 Hidden Lake condominiums.

PRE-FORECLOSURE SALE: $499,999. My loss is your 
gain! Selling $50,000 below purchase price. 3BR/2BA 
beautiful home, recently remodeled and redecorated on 
quiet drive. 413 Bay Palms Drive. Contact owner/broker, 
Fisher Real Estate Inc. 941-932-0480.

DESIRABLE LEWIS PARK-area home with sepa-
rate 1BR/1BA guest quarters. Lovely fenced yard. 
$319,000. 941-720-1121.

LOT: 57.75x114-feet, one block to beach. $520,000. 
Call 941-779-4505 or 941-778-4246. 125 Neptune 
Lane, Holmes Beach.

CHECK US OUT AT www.islander.org !

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
 REAL ESTATE Continued 

MAGNIFICENT PALMA SOLA VIEW: Perico Bay 
Club: 2BR/2BA, close to beach! Second-floor unit 
with vaulted ceiling, screened and air-conditioned 
glassed-in porch, one-car garage. 24-hour secu-
rity. Active associations. Open 1-4pm Sunday. 
1191 Edgewater Circle. Home, 863-324-0944. 
Cell, 863 280-0222. sandsgoldm@aol.com. Owner 
is a broker. 

4BR/3BA CONDO! Low taxes, low maintenance, no 
flood insurance. Minutes from the beaches. Under 
$250,000. Keller Williams Realty, 941-932-1288. 

GOLF COURSE, CLOSE to beach. 2BR/2BA, spa-
cious lanai. $197,500. No flood, low maintenance 
fees, heated pool, tennis, etc. Karen Pfeiffer, Real-
tor, Keller Williams Realty, 941-747-2170.

3BR/3BA HOME ON deep-water canal. Totally 
remodeled inside, two master suites. Carpet, 
ceramic and vinyl tile. Asking $864,000. Call for 
appointment. 941-778-1620.

2BR/2BA MOBILE HOME in Paradise Bay Estates. 
Land-owned, turnkey furnished. 12x20-foot deck 
in back, golf cart included. Asking $150,000.  
941-761-4532.

HOLMES BEACH: CLEAN custom 1950s ranch, 
2,100 sf, attached large efficiency. Boat dock avail-
able. Opportunity now before I list. $539,000 or best 
offer. Show anytime. 513-378-9100.

BRADENTON BEACH CONDO: 1BR/1BA, pool, 
tennis, fitness room, beach access, turnkey fur-
nished. Short, long-term or annual rental. $329,900 
or best offer. 941-778-9378.

LONGBOAT DUPLEX: 4-6BR on canal, deeded 
beach access. Use it, rent it out or redevelop. 
$699,900. Mary Ann Namack, Longview Realty, 
941-383-6112.
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   Portraits by the Sea
Anyone can take 

a picture. 
A professional  

creates a portrait.

941-778-2711
www.jackelka.com

Junior’s Landscape & Maintenance
Lawn care PLUS native plants, 
mulch, trip, hauling and cleanup.
Call Junior, 807-1015

I N F R A B A L I R W E C H E E S E
C O L O R R E I N D E E R A O R T A S
K N A C K F O R G R O W I N G P L A N T S

S A M E H E R E S O I L A S E
A M C S C O O T M A C A T A T
S A L A M I T I V O B A N G L E
S P E C I A L F O R C E S S O L D I E R
A L A S L U R P E E M A U I A R E
D E N T M O P E M I N T C S P A N

H A R E S T E A S E A T I N G
D O C U M E N T F O R I M M I G R A N T S
O R O M E O A P I N A P O D S
C L U B S H I C S S O I R H E R B
S E S P O R T C A R N A G E P E E

S I G N A L T O D R I V E Y O U R C A R
S N O O P Y R I A L T R I O D E

A V E S Y E T E R B E S T E T
S O L O R E M D I S L O Y A L
W H A T T H E M O O N I S N T M A D E O F
A N D R E A L O W G R A D E C A R L A
M O D E S T I N N E S O S K N E E S

ANSWERS TO MARch 21 PUZZLE

REAL ESTATE Continued

RUSKIN: FABULOUS RIVERFRONT acre property: 
Unique spot to enjoy fishing, boating, birds and sun-
sets. 200-feet on river and on Highway 41, large 
boat dock. Easy commute to Tampa, Bradenton, St. 
Petersburg. Great potential for investors: $900,000. 
Claire Tort, Dickman Realty, 800-249-1651 or 813-
363-7250.

VILLAGE GREEN VILLA: 1,900-sf, two-car garage, 
pool. Maintenance-free and no flood insurance 
needed. Close to everything, and only 10 minutes to 
the white sandy beaches of Anna Maria. $229,900. 
Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

CAMBRIDGE  VILLAGE: Near Sts. Peter and Paul 
church. Very nice 2BR/2BA, one-car garage. Free-
standing home on cul-de-sac. New carpeting, eat-in 
kitchen, huge screened lanai with plenty of privacy. 
Nothing to do but move in and start enjoying mainte-
nance-free living. 10 minutes to the beaches. Denise 
Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

LONGBOAT KEY VILLAGE home: 3BR/2BA, two-
bay garage, unique master bedroom suite. Fire-
place, hot tub, everything updated. $719,000. Real 
Estate Mart, 941-756-1090. 

ISLAND DUPLEX: QUALITY block construction with 
huge garage. One block to beach. $487,000 or best 
offer. Real Estate Mart, 941-756-1090.

KEY ROYALE CANAL home: Tastefully remodeled. 
3BR/2BA, pool, spa, boat dock. Appraisal $920,000, 
now $789,000. Owner/agent, 941-356-1456.

BAYSHORE BEAUTY: ALL remodeled 4BR/2BA 
home. Community pool and marina. $229,900. Call 
agent/owner direct, 941-356-1456.

WEST BRADENTON BY owner: Inspection, 10am-
5pm Saturday and Sunday, March 24-25. 2BR/1BA 
condo. New kitchen, new carpet. $69,500 or best 
offer. Home will be sold Sunday night to highest 
bidder. 941-685-7035 or jtvp2@aol.com.

DON’T FORGET! The Islander has “mullet” T-shirts. 
Stop in our office at 5404 Marina Drive, Holmes 
Beach or order online www.islander.org.

Massage by Nadia
941.795.0887

M
A

#0
01

75
50How to relax  

on an island…
Your place,  

your convenience.

Gift Certificates Available

REAL ESTATE Continued

ISLAND POOL HOME: 2BR/2BA with heated 
pool and spa, workshop, fenced yard. For sale by 
owner for a great deal. White appliances, includ-
ing washer and dryer, all staying. Motivated seller. 
Brokers/agents welcome. $489,000. Call Tammy at 
813-478-4416 or 941-322-2132.

CANALFRONT CONDO: WESTBAY Point & Moor-
ings. Turnkey furnished, light and bright. $349,900. 
This one won’t last long. Denise Langlois, Coldwell 
Banker, 941-725-4425.

HAWTHORN PARK: NORTHWEST Bradenton, 
impecccable 4BR/3BA pool home. Beautiful gran-
ite counter tops, new carpets and paint, plantation 
shutters. Only five minutes to the beach. $474,900. 
Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

PALMA SOLA: HEATED pool. 3BR/2BA, two-car 
garage. Immaculate, light and bright and only 10 
minutes to the beach. $289,900. Denise Langlois, 
Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

CANAL HOME: ENJOY this lovely Island home. 
2BR/2BA with one-car garage. Dock and boat lift, 
circular drive, turnkey furnished. Best buy! $599,900. 
Denise Langlois, Coldwell Banker, 941-725-4425.

BAY WATCH CONDO on the bay, just steps from 
beach. Spacious 2BR/2BA, turnkey furnished. 
Heated pool, boat/fishing dock on Intracoastal 
Waterway. $359,000. Karen Horner, Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate Inc. 941-730-4304.

REDUCED! CLUB BAMBOO South: Direct Gulffront 
efficiency condo. Private balcony, professional inte-
riors, on-site management, pool and more. Nightly 
rentals allowed. $419,999. George, 312-321-7501. 
Call for details and pictures. A must see!

REDUCED $49,000: DIRECT bayfront, Runaway 
Bay 2BR/2BA condo. Completely new everything! 
Professional design, pool, shuffleboard, workout, 
fishing, on-site management and great rental his-
tory. $455,000. George, 312-321-7501.

392 FIREHOUSE LANE: North Longboat Key, steps 
to beach and pool. Built 2004, upscale and styl-
ish, former model home. 2BR/2BA, den plus loft. 
Maintained community. Priced to sell. $998,500. 
EWM Realtors Inc. www.luxuryhomes-condos.com.  
305-632-0449.

I WANTED THE kids, house and van. Got the bills, 
mortgage and loan. Must sell large 4BR/3BA home 
on one acre in northwest Bradenton. $415,000 or 
best offer. Call Gini at 941-504-3431. 6907 9th Ave 
Dr. N.W.

WILDEWOOD SPRINGS 2BR/2BA downstairs in 
move-in condition, stainless-steel appliances and 
more. $187,900. Call Sascha, owner/agent, 239-
595-5850.

BRAND NEW, MAINTENANCE-free villas at Palma 
Sola Trace! Five minutes to the beach and pricing 
under $300,000! Great open floor plans with two 
or three bedrooms and loaded with included fea-
tures! Call 941-794-6101, or stop by the Henderson 
Brothers Homes model at 3803 Bridelcrest Lane, 
Bradenton, today!

PERICO BAY CLUB: Open 1-4pm Sunday, March 
25. 1167 Edgewater Circle. New granite counter-
tops, 20-inch porcelain tile, carpet, custom closets, 
plantation shutters, designer furnishings and more. 
A must see at $550,000. 941-792-4803. barbfree-
man@alltel.net.

$65,900: FOURTH BAYSHORE Condominium Asso-
ciation. Furnished 1BR/1BA, newly renovated condo-
minium. Third floor with lanai. 15 minutes from Anna 
Maria Island. Condo complex includes pool, bocce 
and shuffle board courts and clubhouse. This is a 55-
plus community. 978-808-2072 or 941-739-9549.

Sandy’s Lawn Service Inc.
Established in 1983

Celebrating 24 Years of 
Quality & Dependable Service.

Call us for your landscape 
and hardscape needs.

Licensed & Insured

Paradise Improvements  778-4173
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling Specialist 

Replacement Doors and Windows 
Steven Kaluza - Andrew Chennault

Fully Licensed and Insured • Island References
Lic#CBC056755

Haul-away
Removal of all types of trash, debris and junk.

720-2217

WAGNER REALTY
2217 GuLf DRivE NoRTh • BRADENToN BEAch, fL

hARoLD SMALL REALTOR®

SiNcE 1939

Office: (941) 778-2246 •  (941) 792- 8628
E-mail: haroldsmall@wagnerrealty.com

Ceiling & Wall RepaiRs
Locally owned and family operated since 1988

Wash Family ConstRuCtion
Darrin J. Wash

941.725.0073
state Lic. crc 1329024

PAINTING SPECIALIST

Crown Molding Specialist

Doug Ewing ~ 941-737-9115

Licensed & insured
Free estimates

524-2677

Get rid of that honey-do list
Professional courteous service • Free estimates
Windows and doors • Trim and crown molding

Paint work • Kitchens and baths • Concrete work
Tile and wood flooring • Replace rotted wood

Pressure cleaning • Drywall repair
Paver brick work • And many more services offered

Island taxI
Providing islanders with personal service to and from 
central and south florida airports, etc., Since 1991. 
Bruce Collins   (941) 778-6201

Blue Water Pool Care I
N
C

For all your pool care needs call Todd DePatie 941-809-8967

Weekly resiDenTial Pool cleaning
• Pumps • Motors • Filters

Island Limousine
Airport Transportation 

Prompt, Courteous Service • New Vehicles
(941) 779-0043 Licensed • Insured • Fully Permitted

Gina’s Island Notary & Wedding Service

AdditionAl services include pick-up 
And delivery of food or flowers

941-465-5742
$75 flat fee for ceremony
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 REAL ESTATE Continued

OPEN HOUSE: Noon to 2pm Saturday, March 24. 
2BR/2BA, garage, lanai. Close to beaches and 
shopping. New appliances and landscaping, com-
munity pool, tennis and more. For details, see www.
becktechinc.com/house, or call 941-730-1078. 4103 
43rd Ave. W., Bradenton.

FOR SALE BY owner: Deep-water canal home, 
Anna Maria. Lot, 75x125-feet, 2BR/3BA, in-law 
suite, offi ce, screened lanai, new seawall, 20-foot 
dock with 10,000 -b. boat lift, fi replace, wooden 
cathedral living room, working well/pump, new 
duct work throughout, two sheds. Far below 
appraised value. Call for appointment, 941-447- 
6668. Principals only. Home will not last, is by far 
best buy on Island. 

ISLAND LIVING WITH income possibilities this 
2BR/1BA with 1BR/1BA attached apartment on 
large corner lot two short blocks to Gulf of Mexico. 
$699,000. Erlene Fitzpatrick or Kimberly Mills, 
RE/MAX Gulfstream Realty. Licensed real estate 
broker, 941-845-0777 .

50-by-110-FOOT LOT in Anna Maria. Owner will 
fi nance. No streets to cross to the beach! $480,000. 
813-837-6224. 117 Willow Ave. 

HOLMES BEACH: BEACH house. 2.5 blocks from 
beach on 50x100-foot lot. $389,900. 941-587-
1456.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE

CHARLEVOIX, MICH. : EXCELLENT building site 
in Charlevoix Country Club. Reasonably priced. 
City water and sewer. Beautiful resort setting.
941-531-4616.

BUY NOW! COASTAL North Carolina land or homes. 
Low taxes and insurance. Call today! Coastal Caro-
lina Lifestyle Realty, 800-682-9951. www.Coastal-
CarolinaLifestyle.info.

BEAUTIFUL NORTH CAROLINA: Winter season 
is here! Must see the beautiful peaceful western 
North Carolina mountains homes, cabins, acreage 
and investments. Cherokee Mountain GMAC Real 
Estate. cherokeemountainrealty.com. Call for free 
brochure, 800-841-5868. 

THE BEST LAND VALUES in coastal Georgia. Below 
recent appraisals. One-plus-acre marsh view from 
$49,900. One-plus-acre marshfront from $124,900. 
Gated entrance, marina access, and more. 90 min-
utes from Jacksonville, 30 minutes from Savannah. 
Grand opening sale Saturday, March 31. Call now! 
888-525-3725, ext. 2228. 

THE ISLANDER. The best news on Anna Maria 
Island since 1992.

I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S

Bridge Street Interiors 
Custom Bedspreads • Window Treatments 

Hunter Douglas Blinds • Home Furnishings & Accessories 
114 Bridge Street • Bradenton Beach • 782-1130 

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

HOT SPRINGS, N.C.: Gated residential community 
surrounded by national forest. Paved roads, club-
house, waterfall, pond, hiking trails and more. Lots 
starting at $60,000. Call 877-477-3473. 

NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAIN properties. For 
your free guide, call 877-635-6461, or to see entire 
book, visit www.ngmrealestateguide.com and click 
on front-page picture. 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. AREA: Breathtaking mountain 
view and river parcels. One- to eight acres from the 
$80s. Nature trails, custom lodge, river walk and 
more. Five minutes from town of Hot Springs. Call 
866-432-7361. 

GRAND OPENING: SAVE $20,000. “One day only” 
Saturday, March 24. New coastal Georgia commu-
nity homesites up to 4.5 acres, marshfront, live 
oaks, palm trees and panoramic views make this 
Georgia’s best kept secret. Excellent on fi nancing. 
Shown by appointment. Call now, 866-432-7320. 

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS: MY dream, rustic, two-
story log cabin on 13 acres with barn, pastures, 
woods, creek, adjoins Jefferson National Forest 
with miles of trails. Have to sell, $389,500. Owner, 
866-789-8535. 

LAKE ACCESS BARGAIN: One-plus acres, $34,900 
with free boat slips! Rare opportunity to own land on 
spectacular 160,000-acre recreational lake! Mature 
oak and hickory, park-like setting with lake access. 
Paved road, underground utilities. Excellent fi nanc-
ing. Prime waterfronts available. Call now, 800-704-
3154, ext. 916. 

TENNESSEE LAKE BARGAIN: Three-plus acres, 
$19,900. Free boat slips! Save $5,000 during pre-
construction sale! Enjoy access to private, Jimmy 
Houston-endorsed bass lake. Paved roads, utilities, 
soils tested. Lakefront available. Excellent fi nancing. 
Call now, 866-685-2562, ext. 1006. 

WATERFRONT! 2.5 ACRES, $199,900. Williams-
burg, Va., area. Beautifully wooded, serene set-
ting, wide water views. Build when ready. Excellent 
fi nancing. Call now, 800-732-6601, ext. 1287. 

COASTAL GEORGIA: NEW property release March 
30 weekend in Savannah. Large lots and condos 
with deep water, marsh, golf, nature views, gated. 
Golf, fitness center, tennis, trails, docks. $70s-
$300,000. 877-266-7376. www.cooperspoint.com. 

COASTAL GEORGIA. 135-plus acres, $249,900! 
Georgia/Florida border. Mature pines, abundant 
wildlife. Only an hour from Jacksonville, Fla.! Call 
now, 904-206-5114, ext. 1195. 

ONLINE SERVICE: Did you know you can place clas-
sifi ed ads and subscribe online with our secure server? 
Check it out at www.islander.org, where you can read 
Wednesday’s classifi eds at noon on Tuesday.

E-Mail address: _________________________________________ [for renewal purposes only] 
The Islander
5404 Marina Drive
Holmes Beach FL 34217

Run issue date(s)  ________   ________  _______    _______   _______   ______   ______
Amt. pd __________ Date __________ Please indicate: Ck. No. ________ or Cash ______
For credit card payment: ❏ d  ❏ u No.  ____________________________________  
Exp. Date ___________Name shown on card:  ______________________________________  
Billing address zip code: __________ House no. or post offi ce box no. on bill ______________

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY EVERY WEEK for WEDNESDAY’S PAPER: Classified advertising must be paid in advance. We accept ads 
by fax with credit card information, 778-9392, at our Web site (secure server) www.islander.org, and by direct e-mail at classifieds@islander.
org. Office hours: 9 to 5, Monday-Friday, (Saturday 10 to 2 as needed). 

CLASSIFIED RATES – BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL: Minimum rate is $10 for up to 20 WORDS. Additional words: Each additional word over 
20 is 50 cents, Box: $3, One- or two-line headlines, line rate plus 25 cents per word.

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD AND VISA! You can charge your classified advertising in person or by phone. We are sorry, but due to the high 
volume of calls we can not take classified ad copy over the telephone. To place an ad by phone, please be prepared to FAX or e-mail your copy 
with your credit card information. (see below)
USE THIS FORM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: One word per blank space for minimum charge – 20 words.

Fax: 941 778-9392
Phone: 941 778-7978

E-mail classifi eds@islander.org

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 1

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 2

__________   __________  __________   ___________   ___________   ____________  ___________ 3
ANNA MARIA GLASS AND SCREEN

“Your full service glass shop”
Philip Guerrero

5600 Marina Drive • Holmes Beach, FL 34217
941-778-2022 • Fax 941-778-6430

• Lanai New/Re-screen • Table Tops
• Storefronts • Mirrors • Tub & Shower 

Enclosures • Replacement Windows & Doors

CHRISTIE’S
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
SINCE 1975 • OPEN SaT.

778-3924
REPAIRS & REMODELING • NEW CONSTRUCTION

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
WATER HEATERS • SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING

CERTIFYING BACK FLOWS

5508 Marina Dr.,HolMes BeacH

OR
778-4461

(c
Fc

05
77

78
)

Longboat Key painting & design, inc.

Faux painting • Cabinet refinishing
Furniture restoration • Custom painting

Jackson Holmes, owner           (941) 812-3809

Asphalt • Seal Coating • Repair • Striping

HANNA PAVEMENT SERVICES INC.
941-761-8546

BOAT, RV & TRAILER STORAGE
Wash Down • Easy Access • Clean • Security Cameras

941-232-9208 • Rates starting at $40
Centrally located off Cortez Road • 4523 30th St. W.

Warehouse/Workshops also available

POWER WINDOWS REPAIRED
We Come To You
•	Antennas
•	Power
	 Trunks

•	Mirrors
•	Locks
•	Door Handles

PoweruPAuTo.coM • Since 1995

Full Warranty

941-957-3330
Free	eSTiMATeS • FL MV-46219

$10 OFFService	call

Creative Vistas
Landscape Services

Specializing in landscape 
design & installation

Cell 941.807.1035 • Office 941.721.9655
www.CreativeVistas.com

LIC# CBC1253145

Impact Hurricane 
Windows & Doors

Are you storm ready?
Free Courteous estimates

941-730-5045

RESILIENT
PROPERTIES & 
RENOVATIONS
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Tilework • Decks
Sheetrock • Painting & More …
What Does Your Home Need?
Thomas P. Lass
Resilient01@aol.com

941-782-7313
Fax 941-792-8293 

FREE
ESTIMATES

Wash       ConstruCtion

LocaLLy owned and FamiLy operated since 1988
Darrin J. Wash • State Lic. CRC 1329024

941.725.0073

Renovation Specialist • All Carpentry Repairs

Completing more than 2,000 
jobs on Anna Maria Island
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I S L A N D E R  C L A S S I F I E D S
FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

NEW PRICE! TEN-plus acres, $299,000! 
Upscale, equestrian, gated community! 200-
year-old oaks. Established lush pastures. Paved 
private roads, underground utilities. Ocala 
area, two miles from HITS! Excellent financing! 
Call 866-352-2249, ext. 1156. 

FIND IT! BUY IT! SELL IT FAST! In The Islander.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

 WON’T LAST! PRICE reduced 50 percent. 29 acres, 
$195,000. Great location close to Cedar Key. Nice 
meadow, scattered pine and oak, abundant wildlife. 
At end of private road. Utilities, survey, excellent 
fi nancing. Call 866-352-2249, ext. 1192. 

BONUS! CLASSIFIEDS ADS are posted early 
online at www.islander.org.

FLORIDA, OUT-OF-STATE Continued

GEORGIA/FLORIDA BORDER: Huge savings! 
23.55 acres, only $99,900, was $124,900. Coastal 
region. Wooded, loaded with wildlife. Easy drive to 
St. Simons Island! Subdivision potential! Call now, 
800-898-4409, ext. 1178. 

GEORGIA LAND BARGAINS! 20-plus acres. Great 
price, location and fi nancing! www.gaforest.com. 

2217 Gulf Dr. N. • BraDeNtoN Beach
(941) 778-2246 • (800) 211-2323 • www.waGNerrealty.com

LONGBOAT KEY WATERFRONT Key West-style home on sailboat 
water. Boatlift, open floor plan, four-car garage, workout room 
and 30-foot screened balcony. Becky Smith 773-1954 or Elfi 
Starett, 941-778-2246. #520397. $999,500.

GULF COAST PLAZA Fully leased eight-unit strip center on 
busy Cortez Road, W. 300-foot frontage, 6,100 sf of building, 
parking for 32 cars. Zoned general commercial. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #542085. $995,000.

VALUE IS IN TWO LOTS only a few 100 yards from Gulf. Beautiful 
street and beach access. Build two homes or remodel cottage 
and live in paradise 2BR/1.5BA. Karen Day, 941-778-2246. 
#550000. $949,000.

EXCEPTIONAL 2BR/2BA direct Gulffront unit with outstanding 
views of the Gulf. Totally renovated. Secured elevator, heated pool, 
tennis court and private garage. Near shopping and restaurants. 
Dave Moynihan, 941-778-2246. #543586. $799,900.

REDUCED $20,000! Owners are motivated and have enjoyed an 
excellent rental history. Ground floor, turnkey furnished and with 
new appliances. Jo Warren, 941-778-2246. #538166. $414,950.

DIRECT GULFFRONT 2BR/2BA apartment with fabulous views. 
Top floor, end unit is turnkey furnished. Great walking beach, 
heated pool and weekly rentals permitted. David Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #548224. $739,000.

REDUCED $100,000! Condo on Anna Maria Island. Full Gulf view, 
watch the dolphins and the beautiful sunsets from your balcony. 
Deeded beach access, heated pool, turnkey furnished, under 
building parking. Jim Zoff, 941-778-2246. #538611. $529,000.

HOLMES BEACH DUPLEX only three blocks to the beach. 
2BR/2BA has newer carpet. 1BR/1BA freshly painted. Great 
for family or investor income. Great location. Ceil Kilboy & 
Sharone Martinelli, 941-761-3100. #546489. $400,000.

RUNAWAY BAY Spacious, unfurnished 2BR/2BA, waits for 
your Florida tropical lifestyle decor. Association offers many 
amenities. Steps to beach. Home warranty available for buyers. 
Anne Miller, 941-778-2246. #533670. $299,900.

NICE comfortable second bedroom opens into extended living 
area. Has view of two Golf courses. Plus covered parking. Priced 
right! Harold Small, 941-778-2246. #550111. $174,000.

GRACIOUS LIVING in this water-
front, updated 3BR/3BA condo. Loft 
overlooking great room. Soaring 
ceilings. 40-foot dock included. Price 
reduced. Peggy Henger, 941-720-0528. 
#332186. $739,000.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND CLUB 2BR/2BA 
turnkey furnished. Enjoy sunsets from 
your balcony, Gulffront, pool, eleva-
tor. Great rental history. Karen Day, 
941-778-2246. #543920. $675,000.

CORAL SHORES EAST This house is 
on the wide saltwater canal with a nice 
view of a large basin. Priced to sell 
quickly! Harold Small, 941-778-2246. 
#550013. $450,000.

LONGBEACH on Longboat Key. Unobstructed 
views of the Gulf, amazing sunsets from your 
lanai and just steps to the beach. Pristine, 
2BR/2BA newly furnished end unit condo. 
Pet friendly. Gina & Peter Uliano/The Royal 
Team, 941-920-0276. #547583. $750,000.

SPANISH MAIN Must see this beauti-
fully maintained 2BR/2BA villa. Bright 
and sunny. Boating community on 
Intracoastal Waterway. Active over-55 
area. Peggy Henger, 941-720-0528. 
#336593. $339,000.

ANNA MARIA Spacious 3-4BR/2BA elevated 
home 2,122 sf, open plan, wrap around deck 
and large storage/workshop areas, close 
to beach and community center, elevator 
ready. Seller motivated. Dave Moynihan, 
941-778-2246. #545531. $525,000.

941 778-0455 • www.greenreal.com
9906 Gulf Drive • Anna Maria

Ken Jackson, 778-6986
Marilyn Klemish, 778-7627
Kathy Geeraerts, 778-0072
Maureen Dahms, 778-0542

Kate Eiseler, 224-0057
Evelyn Mitchell, 778-1952

This perfect little 
beach house is 
nestled in white 
sugar sand dunes 
overlooking the 
turquoise waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico! 
A one of a kind 
charmer! $2,500,000.

OPEN HOUSE 
NOON-3Pm

SUNday, marcH 25
783 North Shore dr.

MULLET 
SALE

ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER 
5404 MARINA DRIVE 

941 778-7978 
WWW.ISLANDER.ORG

  Villager 2BR/2BA end unit villa, 
carport! $125,900 $108,000.

Time
  2
Buy!
       Braden Crossings 3BR/2BA.Updated! $285,000.
  Bay Palms 2BR/2BA, grand canal, sailboat deep-
water. Private dock. $695,000. 
Sabal Harbour 4BR/2BA Like new! $374,500. 
Kingsfield Lakes 4BR/2BA. Huge lot! $299,900.
Pointe West 3BR/2BA Heated pool, updates! $360,000.
Mariners Cove 3BR/2BA Full bayview, 35’ slip! $760,000.
Bayou 2BR/1BA Anna Maria NEGOTIABLE! $365,000.
Island Beachy Bar beer, wine, music! Business 
opportunity! $82,900.

Laura E. McGeary PA
punky2@aol.com

Call 941-704-3708
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate, Inc

world wide
delivery:

islander.org
Island home

delivery:
778-7978.

Delivering you the
Island’s news

(free) since 1992.
The IslanderAnna Maria

world wide
delivery:

islander.org
Island home

delivery:
778-7978.

Delivering you the
Island’s news

(free) since 1992.
The IslanderAnna Maria
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Open HOuse
206A 66th st • Holmes Beach

every sat. and sun. 2-4pm

2,445 sf, 3BR/2.5BA, loft/den. 
Flex/two-car garage, elevator, 
pool, many upgrades, Gulf 
peeks and more!!!

For more information or to 
show by special appointment, 

call 941-725-2166.
RCB properties,

Licensed Real Estate Broker.

Want to keep in touch? Subscribe to the “best news!” Call 941 778-7978 and charge it to Visa or MasterCard.

When was the last time 
your coffee tasted this good?

Diner Mugs, $8,  

941.778.7978

Terry Hayes, Realtor®

t: 941/302-3100                     
terry.hayes@skysothebys.com
www.discoverannamaria.com

A        rtfully uniting extraordinary 
                         properties with extraordinary lives.

t :941/308-6494            www.skysothebys .com
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.  

1207 N. Gulf Dr. #300 – Darling, turnkey 
furnished top floor 2BR/2BA with den, offers 
spectacular views in prime rental location. 
$879,000.

243 17th St. N, BraDeNtoN Beach cluB
– Runs from Gulf to Bay in the heart of Anna Maria 
Island. Darling turnkey furnished 3BR/2BA townhouse 
with private elevator and garage, offers beach access 
and two pools on a quiet cul-de-sac. Wonderful for 
year-round living or second home. $674,900

408 S. BaY BlVD., aNNa MarIa
ISlaND. Visit the north end of Anna Maria 
Island.  Amazing views from this updated custom 
home. $1,600,000

309 59th St, holMeS Beach – 3BR/2BA new custom home centrally located in the heart of Holmes Beach. Designer furnished and decorated.  Cathedral 
ceilings create a bright open floor plan with an amazing two-story screened lanai. Unfurnished home being offered next door for $699,000.  $769,000

110 13th St. S., aNNa MarIa ISlaND – Spectacular bay views from this darling 2BR/1BA cottage fully 
updated with custom dock and large deck. Very private with lovely yard. $989,000

New ListiNg

2716 PalMa Sola NW – Exquisite full 
bay views from every room of this 5,000 sq. 
ft, custom on over half an acre. Features 5BR, 
4 car garage, library, great room, pool and 
multilevel terrace. Lots of space for family and 
entertaining. $2,999,900

6200 flotIlla, # 268.  WeStBaY PoINt 
MoorINGS. All new carpet and paint, 2nd 
floor end unit with water view.  Great deal, 
least expensive unit offered! $369,000

5208 rIVerVIeW BlVD, NW BraDeNtoN
– 1.93 acres on Manatee River with 250 linear 
feet on the river.  Two buildable lots or one 
magnificent estate. Dock in place, bring the 
boat. $3,300,000

saLe peNdiNg

New ListiNg

simply the Best

29 Years

Mike
Norman 
realty

Ofrecemos servicio de ventas en espanõl
www.mikenormanrealty.com

iNc

800-367-1617
941-778-6696
31o1 Gulf Drive

holmes beach

GULFFrONT DUPLeX Outstanding rental, turn-
key furnished, ground level. Easily converted to large 
single-family. 

LUXUrY GULFFrONT The finest condo Anna Maria 
has to offer. 3BR/3BA beautifully furnished. High ceil-
ings, windows on all four sides. Enclosed secure garage, 
pool and spa. $1,925,000.

$265,000 FOr a 2/Br Island condo! Large unit in the 
center of Holmes Beach. Even has a large garage!

cOMPLeTeLY reNOvaTeD 2BR2BA ground-level villa. 
Top of the line amenities and beautifully furnished. Stainless 
steel appliances, wood floors, one-car garage. $345,000.

isLaND viLLa

cOrTeZ viLLaGe Adorable cottage located in historic 
fishing village. Hardwood floors. Large garage/workshop. 
Rarely available... don’t delay. $255,000.

reduced

KeY rOYaLe Move-in condition. Beautiful 2BR/2BA. 
Huge patio and Florida room. Nice landscaping on 
canal. Great value at $599,000.

FaNTasTic Price Two buildings, only $275,000 per 
building in Anna Maria City. Large lot each faces a differ-
ent street. $549,000 for both. Handyman special.

reduced

TiMe TO BUY 
Don’t wait for the 
prices to notch up 
again! Triplex with 
great view of the 
bay. Clean, fresh 
and neat as a pin. 
Turnkey furnished. 
A l l  upg r aded . 
Community dock 
at street end and 
less that 100 yards 
to beach. 
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