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The new year brings a sense of excitement and promise along with a new president. 
President Bernard Machen’s vision will lead our university to a new level of excellence. In 
2004, we are taking our first steps on a bold strategic path, advancing selected areas of 
research and education that will distinguish UF and serve as models for the state.
 Our first success is in the expansion of new programs in international studies. We 
have established two new National Resource Centers funded by the US Department of 
Education: the Center for European Studies and the Transnational and Global Studies 
Center. These grant awards will enable us to offer several new languages, such as Czech, 
Hungarian and Polish, as well as teach our students about political economics, interna-
tional trade and global studies in the 21st century.
 Another area in which UF is emerging as a world leader is in infrared astronomy, 
where our research team leads the design and construction of detectors for the world’s 
largest telescopes; the eight-meter telescope in Chile and Hawaii, and also is a partner 
with Spain and Mexico for the completion of the world’s largest telescope on the Canary 
Islands. If you want to seek a career in instrumentation astronomy, UF is the place of 
choice.
 Areas of focus where there is great state need are the environmental sciences and the 
study of ecology. Our scientists are working with other institutions to create a National 
Ecological Observatory Network in the southeast as part of a national network built by 
the National Science Foundation. This group will work with zoologists, biologists, bota-
nists, computer cartographers and social scientists to study land use and environmental 
change. 
 The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences forms the academic core of any institu-
tion, and if UF is to emerge as a top public institution, we must build excellence in the 
fundamental academic disciplines: basic sciences; languages and literatures; and studies 
of social values. It is from these basic disciplines that great discoveries and applications 
have emerged. Today’s liberal arts and sciences students will be tomorrow’s discoverers, 
and we are dedicated to giving them the best tools to emerge as leaders in their fields.
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On the Cover:
In 2003, the US Department of Education awarded more than $4 million to four international and area studies centers on 
campus, including two new centers: the Center for European Studies and the Transnational and Global Studies Center. See 
page 6 for full story.
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The University of Florida now has a strong research pres-
ence in Paris, France, thanks to the creation of the new Paris 
Research Center. Located at Columbia University’s Reid Hall 
building in Paris, the Paris Research Center (PRC) offers UF 
scholars an international home office for communications 
and consultation, meeting and classroom space, and limited 
office space for program directors and scholars-in-residence.
 Gayle Zachmann, an associate professor of French, con-
ceived the idea to develop the center and serves as its director. 
She notes this is an unprecedented step in internationalizing 
the curriculum. “UF is one of, if not the only, university to 
have an overseas research center of this scope 
at Reid Hall,” she says. “The PRC should 
prove a significant asset to UF’s efforts to 
recruit faculty and graduate students of 
the highest distinction.” 
 UF recently established member-
ship with Reid Hall, which has a distin-
guished past of intellectual, artistic and 
cultural activity dating back to the 19th cen-
tury. In 1964, the building was bequeathed to Columbia Uni-
versity, which runs undergraduate and graduate programs at 
the site, and recently inaugurated the international Institute 
for Scholars. Other Reid Hall members and international 
programs include, Dartmouth College, Smith College and 
Tulane University.
 UF’s PRC was established thanks to the enthusiastic sup-
port of the Office of the Provost, the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and the UF International Center. The center 
is designed to welcome researchers from all disciplines. It is 
ideal for scholars and students in the humanities, fine arts 
and social sciences, as well as those from areas as diverse as 
European Union studies, business, architecture, environ-
mental and biomedical research. The PRC offers meeting 
and classroom space, as well as an administrative home base 

for faculty members who wish to use Paris and its surround-
ing regions as their classrooms. “One of the PRC’s goals is 
to facilitate faculty and graduate research abroad, providing 
opportunities for the development of workshops in Paris, and 
developing summer and semester study abroad programs in 
France and the European Union,” says Zachmann.
 One of the first faculty members to take advantage of the 
PRC was Physics Professor Jim Dufty, who worked with Zach-
mann to organize an international conference on granular 
fluids in November at the PRC. Political Science Professor 
Richard Conley also utilized the center in fall 2002 while 

he was on research leave in Paris as a scholar-in-residence at 
the Centre Américain de Sciences-Po. In addition to using 
the PRC’s office and research facilities, Conley developed 
a unique undergraduate capstone course being taught this 
spring. “This capstone experience offers students the excep-
tional opportunity to visit political institutions and historical 
museums in Paris, attend lectures by French and European 
scholars of political science and history, and visit World War II 
battlefields in Normandy,” Conley says.
 This summer, Associate Professor of History Sheryl 
Kroen will combine her research and teaching interests into 
a course about the rise of consumer culture in France since 
the 18th century. “What could be a better site for this teaching 
experience than Paris—the capital of world fashion, the birth-
place of the department store, modern retailing and advertis-

ing, and the source of some of the 
most important critical writings on 
consumer culture,” asks Kroen. 
 In addition to the capstone 
courses, Zachmann is working to 
create a semester business program 
with the Warrington College of 
Business Administration and hopes 
to encourage faculty from across 
campus to design discipline-specific 
study abroad programs based at the 
PRC. “The enthusiastic response 
from the administration, faculty and 
students has been simply extraordi-
nary,” says Zachmann. “We are striv-
ing to create overseas programs and 
activities of the highest caliber.”

—Allyson A. Beutke

CLAS Develops
Paris Research Center

In addition to 
classroom and 
office space, the 
PRC offers a peac-
ful courtyard and 
study area.



On January 5, 
the University of 
Florida welcomed 
James Bernard 
Machen as its 11th 
president. The UF 
Board of Trustees 
unanimously elected 
Machen, who previ-
ously served as the 
president of the 
University of Utah, 
to the position on 
October 8, 2003.
 Machen, 59, 
was one of three 
candidates rec-
ommended to 
the board by the 
Presidential Search 
Committee, a 17-member group chaired by Board of Trustees member Manny 
Fernandez. “We were all particularly impressed with Dr. Machen, who exceeded all 
of the very high criteria we established for this position,” he says. Fernandez was 
recently named chairman of the board after the resignation of Marshall Criser, who 
will serve on the oversight committee of the new Florida Scripps Research Institute 
in Palm Beach County.
 Prior to his time at the University of Utah, Machen served at the University of 
Michigan as provost and vice president for academic affairs and dean of the School 
of Dentistry. He also served as an assistant and associate dean in the School of Den-
tistry at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he also held faculty 
appointments.
 Machen attended Vanderbilt University and received his doctor of dental sur-
gery degree from St. Louis University. He received a master’s degree in pediatric 
dentistry and a doctorate in educational psychology, both from the University of 
Iowa. His academic interests include national health policy, and he serves as a dip-
lomat for the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry. Machen was president of the 
American Association of Dental Schools and served on the 2002 Salt Lake Olym-
pic Committee Board of Trustees. He and his wife, Chris, are the parents of three 
children.
 More than 400 candidates were contacted during the presidential search con-
ducted with A.T. Kearney, Inc. The committee interviewed 11 candidates, selecting 
three finalists for interviews with the Board of Trustees and groups of students, 
faculty members, administrators and community leaders. Machen succeeds Charles 
Young who held the university’s top position since 1999 and will now retire to 
California. An official inauguration for Machen will take place within six months 
of his taking office.
 —Kimberly A. Lopez

UF Welcomes

new leader

�

Bernard “Ber-
nie” Machen

CLAS is in many ways 
growing faster than the 
university as a whole. We 
are the fastest growing 
college on campus, and 
the planned renovation of 
Newell Hall will not only 
provide a home for the 
new humanities center, but 
will open up space to be 
used by other departments 
and centers.

—Dean Neil Sullivan



RENOVAT ING A H ISTOR IC  GEM
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Since taking over the reins of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences in 
2001, Dean Neil Sullivan has made it 
his mission to create a center for the 
humanities at the University of Florida. 
“The vision is to have this international 
center—an intellectual plaza—where 
famous historians, writers, philosophers 
and scholars can come together and 
exchange ideas,” he says. With a task-
force in place to guide its formation, as 
well as an endowment to hire a direc-
tor, the UF Center for the Humanities 
and the Public Sphere seems to be well 
under way. Just one major hurdle needs 
to be jumped in order for the center to 
be established—it needs a place to call 
home. 
 “Having a place to gather for the 
lecturing, researching and teaching is 
essential for a humanities center,” says 
John Leavey, chair of the English depart-
ment and a member of the humanities 
taskforce. “We have had consultants come 
to campus who are running important 

humanities centers throughout the US 
to talk about our plans and how this can 
all come about. The consensus is that if 
you are to have a successful center for 
the humanities, you have to have a place 
where the faculty know they can go.”
 The UF provost’s office has prom-
ised CLAS Newell Hall, a building con-
veniently located next to the college’s 
Turlington and Dauer Halls, if it can 
raise the $12–14 million needed to ren-
ovate the 95-year-old facility. Built in 
1909 as UF’s agricultural station, Newell 
is one of the oldest permanent buildings 
on campus and is listed on the national 
historic registry. Its renovation would 
complete the college’s goal of restoring 
the university’s historic center. 
 “In the late 1940s, Newell was reno-
vated and many of the historical features 
were removed,” says James Mueller, a 
religion professor and the CLAS associ-
ate dean of administrative affairs. “The 
original entrance, the grand double 
staircase and many other features were 

destroyed. So we 
want to not only 
renovate this 
space to make it 
usable, we also 
want to com-
pletely gut it, like 
Keene-Flint and 
Anderson Halls, 
and restore it 
to its original 
state—which is a 
huge undertak-
ing.”
 While 
restoring the 
building’s facade 
to its histori-
cal beauty, the 
interior will 
be completely 

transformed into a state-of-the-art 
learning facility. It will be completely 
wired for computer and digital access, 
and its classrooms will be fitted with the 
latest multimedia technology. The new 
center will occupy the first floor, featur-
ing new teaching facilities, and will serve 
as a gathering space for cross-field col-
laborations between faculty and students 
in the humanities. 
 The center will be designed for 
hosting seminars and classes, as well as 
public outreach events and lecture series. 
The building also will house depart-
ments and centers intimately linked to 
the humanities, such as African studies, 
Jewish studies, and applied philosophy 
and ethics. Offices on campus vacated 
by these programs will be used by other 
CLAS departments, freeing up critically 
needed space for the rapidly expanding 
college. As the largest college on campus 
with the responsibility of teaching more 
than 35,000 students, CLAS is often 
strained for classroom space. In the past 
two years alone the college has acquired 
nearly 1,000 new majors. “CLAS is in 
many ways growing faster than the uni-
versity as a whole,” says Sullivan. “We are 
the fastest growing college on campus, 
and the planned renovation of Newell 
Hall will not only provide a home for the 
new humanities center, but will open up 
space to be used by other departments 
and centers.”
 Once fundraising is complete, the 
renovation and restoration of Newell 
Hall is expected to take around two years 
to complete. “There is no way a univer-
sity can move forward and become a top-
tier school without achieving recognition 
in this area,” Sullivan says. “If we can 
be excellent in the humanities, UF will 
become positioned among the top uni-
versities in the nation.”

—Buffy Lockette

newell hall



through CLAS centers

 Villalón’s intensive effort paid off in 
June 2003 when the DOE announced 
the Center for African Studies (CAS) 
had received another three-year grant, 
with $459,000 for the first year. In all, 
CAS will receive $1.4 million to support 
African language instruction, faculty hir-
ing, research and outreach programs to 
secondary-school teachers, the center’s 
annual Carter Lecture Series and gradu-
ate student fellowships.
 Villalón was not the only cen-
ter director pleased with the DOE’s 
announcement. The Center for Latin 
American Studies, directed by Charles 
Wood, also received another three-year 
commitment, totaling $1.4 million. 
Nearly half of the center’s 120 affiliate 
faculty members are from CLAS. Perhaps 
the largest coup for UF are two newly-
funded centers: the Center for European 

Studies (CES), led by Assistant Political 
Science Professor Amie Kreppel, which 
will receive $700,000 during the next 
three years; and the Transnational and 
Global Studies Center (TGSC) led by 
Dennis Jett, dean of UF’s International 
Center (UFIC). This new center, which 
will be housed in the UFIC, has approxi-
mately $690,000 available through 
2005. Jett says the new programs are part 
of UF’s continuing effort to internation-
alize. “All four of these centers will give 
our international efforts a big boost,” Jett 
says. “The fact that UF has five centers 
funded through the DOE, including the 
Center for International Business Educa-
tion and Research, is an indicator of the 
strength and depth of our international 
programs.”
 Every three years, the DOE solic-
its proposals for its National Resource 

Centers (NRC) program, which provides 
grants to institutions of higher education 
to establish, strengthen and operate com-
prehensive and undergraduate language 
and area/international studies centers. 
Last year, 121 centers from 63 universities 
across the US received a three-year NRC 
grant. A three-person panel of faculty 
experts reviewed the grant proposals and 
rated the centers on everything from how 
many languages are taught in a certain 
area to library resources.
 The new Transnational and Global 
Studies Center is one of 11 of its kind that 
received funding this cycle. It is actually 
part of the Florida Network for Global 
Studies, which includes the Center for 
Transnational and Comparative Studies at 
Florida International University in Miami 
as well as the University of South Florida 
in Tampa and the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando. The funding will 
be used to support new course offerings 
and research on problems dealing with 
humanitarian assistance, human rights, 
global governance, technology, commu-
nications, terrorism, identity and diaspo-
ras that affect people around the world. 
“I believe the reason UF received funding 
for this center is the strength of its faculty 
and the projects they proposed,” Brown 
explains. “We had faculty input from 
across campus, including CLAS, agricul-
tural and life sciences, journalism and 
communications, law, business and the 
libraries. To have this proposal accepted 

�

examining the world

When Leonardo Villalón arrived at UF in August 2002 to 
serve as the new director of the Center for African Stud-
ies, he knew he had a daunting task in front of him. He had 
less than three months to prepare an in-depth, million-dol-
lar grant proposal for the US Department of Education’s 
National Resource Centers funding program. “I wouldn’t 
have come to UF if I hadn’t thought African studies was well 
placed to receive the funding again,” says Villalón. “UF has a 
longstanding program in African studies, and our goal now 
is to take it to new heights.”

UF receives federal funding to boost 
international programs on campus
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Left to right: Amy Cosan, Center for European 
Studies Assistant Program Director; Brano Kov-
alchik, Graduate Assistant; Amie Kreppel, Cen-
ter for European Studies and European Union 
Studies Program Director; Marie McGhee, 
Business Manager; Petia Kostadinova, Euro-
pean Union Studies Program Internship 
Coordinator.

on our first try shows how brilliant our 
faculty are in their respective areas.” 
 The TGSC also plans to work with 
the Center for European Studies on lan-
guage training and other projects. Amie 
Kreppel and her colleagues in the college 
have been working to build European 
studies at UF for more than three years. 
These efforts have included a workshop 
on researching and teaching on the Euro-
pean Union and the development of the 
European Union Studies Program. Even 
though the ultimate goal has been to 
establish the CES, Kreppel was somewhat 
surprised the center received funding on 
the first try. “This does not often happen, 
but it was extremely gratifying that all of 
the hard work in developing European 
Studies leading up to the application has 
paid off. Obtaining this funding has been 
a joint effort across CLAS, and this col-
laboration made the grant’s success pos-
sible.”
 UF’s CES is one of 11 centers in 
the country that received funding this 
cycle, and Kreppel says she expects to 
work closely with the directors and faculty 

affiliated with the other NRCs on cam-
pus, including sharing resources. “TGSC 
and the CES are already working together 
and planning joint events together,” says 
Kreppel. “We will be working with the 
Center for International Business Educa-
tion and Research (CIBER) to provide 
business training seminars on conduct-
ing business in the new Europe and join 
in the efforts of TGSC and others in 
providing outreach to the community 
through local and regional teacher train-
ing workshops. We will also be working 
with the library to enhance the European 
collection, especially through the addition 
of more European language resources.”
 Kreppel says there are a number of 
tasks to accomplish during the first year 
of funding. A top priority is to build the 
European language resources on campus. 
“The CES, together with the Center for 
Modern Greek Studies and the Depart-
ment of Classics, has hired a new lecturer 
in modern Greek,” says Kreppel. “We 
hope to add a lecturer in Polish and 
Hungarian and work to integrate these 
lesser and least commonly taught languag-

es into the curriculum.” 
 This is the first time in UF’s his-
tory that four centers have received NRC 
funding during the same three-year cycle, 
and UF was the only institution to receive 
funding for two newly created centers. 
Of the 63 universities to receive funding, 
19 have four or more NRCs on campus, 
with the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
having the most with eight centers. Other 
universities with four centers include 
Duke, Harvard, Michigan State, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina and the Univer-
sity of Texas.
 As for the next funding cycle, starting 
in 2006, Villalón says he plans to get a 
head start on writing that proposal. “This 
time, I have a couple of years to write it 
instead of a couple of months,” he says. 
“It’s an intensive process, but when the 
funding comes through, it’s a mark of 
approval and excellence on our interna-
tional programs.”

—Allyson A. Beutke
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Students Write “Trailing 
Spouse” Chronicle
The Chronicle of Higher 
Education has selected 
zoology graduates 
Tamatha Barbeau 
and Greg Pryor out 
of more than 400 
applicants nation-
wide to participate in 
its job search diary 
program. Barbeau, a 
PhD candidate, and 
Pryor, an adjunct 
professor who 
recently received his 
PhD, are a husband 
and wife duo hop-
ing to begin their 
careers as college professors. During the next year, the couple will 
apply for jobs and write about their experiences for the academic 
magazine. Follow their job search online at www.chronicle.com/
jobs/archive/firstpersonarch.htm.

Agresti is Statistician 
of the Year
Distinguished Professor of Statistics Alan Agresti has been 
named the Statistician of the Year for 2003 by the Chicago 
chapter of the American Statistical Association. He was rec-
ognized at an awards luncheon held in his honor in Chicago 
in October, during which he delivered the lecture “Bino-
mial Confidence Intervals.” Agresti holds a PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and he has been at UF 
since 1972. His primary research interests are in cat-
egorical data analysis, and he holds grants from 
the National Science Foundation and the 
National Institutes of Health. Agresti also 
devotes a significant amount of time and 
energy to statistical education, particularly 
the presentation of statistical ideas to non-
statisticians, and he was a 1995 recipient 
of a CLAS Teaching Improvement Award, 
which honors faculty who exemplify excep-
tional teaching quality and productivity. 

History Professor Named 
UF Teacher of the Year 
History Pro-
fessor Rob-
ert A. Hatch 
has received a 
2002-2003 UF 
Teacher of the 
Year award for 
his outstanding 
achievement in 
teaching the his-
tory of science. 
The award is 
given annually 
to two professors 
who demon-
strate excellence, 
innovation and effectiveness when teaching undergraduates. 
Hatch, who has taught at UF for 25 years, teaches courses 
aimed at critical and creative thinking, including Origins to 
Newton and Science, Sex and Race. 
 In addition to Hatch, CLAS had 10 college-level teach-
ing and advising award winners. Nominations were collected 
from students, faculty, department chairs and administra-
tors. The teaching award winners are: Darragh Devine, psy-
chology; James Horvath, chemistry; Konstantinos Kappa-
ris, classics; Benjamin Karney, psychology; David Metzler, 
mathematics; Ido Oren, political science; Sergei Pilyugin, 
mathematics; and Brian Ward, history. Selman Hersh-
field, physics, and Kathy Rex, from the Academic Advising 
Center, received advising awards.

around
collegeThe



�

French 
Feminist 
Lectures 
on Campus 
The France-Florida Research 
Institute sponsored a visit by 
French feminist thinker Hélène 
Cixous to campus in October. 
An author known for her writings 
on gendered language, literary 
theory, and social and politi-
cal issues, Cixous revolutionized 
feminist studies in 1975 with two 
important essays, “Laughter of the Medusa” and “The Newly-
born Woman.” She is a professor of English and women’s stud-
ies at the University of Paris VIII, where she is also the founding 
director of the university’s Center for Research on Feminist 
Studies, established in 1974 as Europe’s first doctoral program 
in women’s studies. Cixous participated in three days of activi-
ties, including a reading from her novel, Dreams of a Wild Woman, 
pictured above.

International Society 
Calls UF Home
History alumnus Jay Malone (BA, MA and PhD in 1982, 1991 
and 1996) has come back home to UF, and he has brought the 
premiere society in his field along with him—the History of Sci-
ence Society. Formerly located at the University of Washington in 
Seattle, the society moved this summer to its new home in Tur-
lington Hall on the UF campus. The 3,000-member society is 
the world’s largest and oldest society dedicated to understanding 
the historical context of science. 

Vice Admiral Visits UF
Naval Vice Admiral Michael L. Cowan brought his medical experi-
ence to campus in September as part of the Florida Frontiers Lecture 
Series organized by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. As sur-
geon general of the Navy, Cowan has experienced a career of chal-
lenges across a wide spectrum—conducting malaria research in sub-
tropical environments, serving as a professor of academic medicine, 
commanding a coalition of medical forces in military operations in 
Somalia, managing a teaching hospital, and directing a multi-billion 
dollar military health plan. His lecture at UF, “Navy Medicine: Liv-
ing the Experience,” touched on some of these topics and how the 
threat of bioterrorism is affecting the national health care infrastruc-
ture.
 From left to right: UF Naval ROTC graduate students Lieutenant Commander Luis Benevides and Lieutenant Marie Parry, Nurse 
Corps candidates Officer Candidate Chad Phipps and Midshipman Meredith Keller, Vice Admiral Michael Cowan, ROTC Unit Exec-
utive Officer Commander Sheila Scarborough, and Lieutenant Commander Jeff Plummer. Plummer is a Flag Aide in Cowan's office 
and received his BA in economics from CLAS in 1987.

African American 
Studies Turns 35
The African American studies program kicked off its year-long 35th 
anniversary celebration on January 18 with “Speaking in the Name of 
Martin,” a concert honoring the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Held 
in observance of the civil rights legend’s birthday, rap artist Chuck D, 
co-founder of the pioneering rap group Public Enemy, performed in a 
free public concert held at the Gainesville Downtown Community Plaza. 
The Boys Choir of Tallahassee, spoken word artists Kayo and Iyeoka, and 
gospel hip hop group Platinum Souls also joined in the festivities, paying 
tribute to King and his persuasive power of speech. 
 The event was sponsored by the General Motors Acceptance Corpo-
ration and is one of many planned for 2004 in honor of the program’s 
anniversary. Established in 1969, at the height of the civil rights move-
ment, UF’s program was one of the first of its kind in the nation. Other 
events planned for this spring include an art exhibit, poetry project, and 
several conferences and lecture series. For more information, contact 
the African American studies program at (352) 392-5724 or visit www.
clas.ufl.edu/afam.

Rap legend Chuck D, frontman of the political hip-hop group Public Enemy, visited 
with African American studies faculty, staff and students in one of many events he par-
ticipated in for the program during Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend. Pictured, from left 
to right, are: Stephanie Evans, assistant professor; Dawn-Elissa Fischer, African Ameri-
can studies adjunct professor and anthropology PhD student; Chuck D; Faye Harrison, 
a University of Tennessee anthropology professor; Marilyn Thomas-Houston, interim 
director; and Sharon Burney, program assistant.



When 
former Gators foot- ball 
player Ed Chester was injured on the first play of the 
UF versus LSU game in 1998, he had a feeling his 
football career was over. The knee injury proved to 
be career-ending, denying Chester the chance to ever 
play in the NFL. But Chester had made a decision 
before his senior year at UF that made his life after 
football somewhat easier. He had taken out a $1 mil-
lion insurance policy to protect him in case he was 
faced with this situation. 

 Chester’s policy was prepared by Keith Lerner, an insur-
ance underwriter based in Gainesville, Florida. Lerner earned his 
bachelor’s degree in political science from UF in 1984 and then 

completed his chartered life underwriter and chartered finan-
cial consultant designations from The American College. 

 “I knew I wanted to work in the insurance industry, but 
I was not anticipating working with college or profes-
sional athletes,” says Lerner. “I always had an interest 
in sports, playing them when I was younger and then 
attending UF football, baseball and basketball games. 
I realized athletes would be interesting people to work 

with.”
 Since establishing his own business, Total Planning, 

Lerner has written more than 100 policies for high school, 
college and professional athletes, ranging from football, bas-
ketball and baseball players to female golfers and tennis players. 
He also has had inquiries from bull riders and polo players. But 
Lerner says not just anyone can obtain an insurance policy. “The 
athletes with policies have to be projected to have a professional 
career. I use different scouting and draft services to determine 
when a player might be picked to go on to the next level.”
 Lerner says the magic number for a player is usually a $1 
million policy, but some players could earn more or less. “In 
football, for example, some players end up with two, three, 
four-million dollar policies if they are going to be a potential 
top five pick in the NFL draft,” says Lerner. “Others can obtain 
a $250,000 or $500,000 policy. The cost for a football player 
to have a $1 million policy is typically $15,000 per year.” Lerner 
explains that the athletes are covered both on and off the playing 
field, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. “If they are in a car acci-
dent, and can’t play their sport ever again, the policies pay out.”
 In addition to Ed Chester, Lerner has represented other 
Gators football players, including, Kevin Carter, Jevon Kearse, 
Jesse Palmer and Gerard Warren, as well as baseball player Pat 
Osborn. One of Lerner’s most recent cases that garnered a lot 
of media attention involved University of Miami football player 
Willis McGahee, who injured his left knee in the fourth quarter 
of last year’s Fiesta Bowl game. McGahee had taken out a $2.5 
million insurance policy before he was injured, and the policy was 
signed just prior to the national championship game. “His policy 
literally went into effect right before he played, but during the 
past year, he has recovered and won’t need to use it,” says Lerner.
 Since McGahee’s injury, Lerner says insurance policies for 
collegiate athletes have become even more popular, and he is 
starting to receive calls from juniors and seniors in high school. 
“The youngest player I’ve ever insured is a college freshman 
basketball player, and I’ve written policies for football players in 
their 30s. The policy can change from year to year depending on 
the athlete’s performance.”
 In order to find potential clients, Lerner attends many 
sporting events and says most of his business is by referrals since 
he cannot contact college athletes directly. “I’ve learned the 
ins and outs of the National Collegiate Athletic Association’s 
(NCAA) rules, and you have to be very careful. Sometimes, a 
player might be getting a loan to pay for the insurance policy 
while he or she is in college. There are rules about how much a 
player can borrow and who they can get it from.”
 Living in a larger city with at least one professional sports 
team might be more beneficial to Lerner’s business, but he says 
he and his wife, who also graduated from UF, have decided to stay 
in Gainesville. “I pride myself on my availability to work person-
ally with each athlete, so I want the firm to remain small,” says 
Lerner. “I get to know these athletes on a first-name basis and 
learn about their lives and their families. I’ve attended their wed-
dings and visited them in the hospital when their kids are born. 
It’s the extra special things I get to do that make my job even more 
enjoyable.”

—Allyson A. Beutke

Keith Lerner’s (left) policies back some of UF’s 
best players, including former defensive tackle 
Ed Chester.
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McCarthy 
Named 
Distinguished 
Alumni 
Professor
The UF Alumni Association has 
named English Professor Kevin 
McCarthy its 13th Distinguished 
Alumni Professor. In this role, 
McCarthy will work with the asso-

ciation during the next two years by sharing his expertise in 
lectures and seminars for UF alumni and friends. He also will 
assist in recruiting National Merit Scholars and participat-
ing in different alumni programs, including the Outreach 
Program, Back to College Weekend and the Distinguished 
Alumni Professor lecture series.
 McCarthy was chosen from a group of 220 nominated 
professors who have taught at UF for at least 10 years and have 
also worked to benefit the university and made contributions 
on local, statewide and national levels.
 In 1963, McCarthy received his bachelor’s degree in 
English from LaSalle College and entered the Peace Corps 
after graduation. After returning from Turkey, he earned his 
master’s degree in 1966 in American literature and PhD in 
1970 in linguistics at the University of North Carolina. He 
has taught at UF for more than 30 years and has authored 
more than 30 books.

alumni
news 

Grand Guard Inducts Class of 1953
On October 3–5, 2003,CLAS welcomed to campus its Grand Guard alumni—those 
who graduated 50 or more years ago. Hosted by the UF Alumni Association, the 
weekend celebration included a formal induction ceremony of new members, lec-
tures about the college's latest research, campus tours and the home football game 
against Ole Miss. The following 1953 CLAS graduates were inducted: Homer Bain, 
Billy Clifton, Carolyn DeLargy, Paul DeLargy, William Durrell, Mary Harms, Dor-
othy Henderson, Barbara Kittleson, Stacey Pait, Richard Petry, Kitty Mena Ramos, 
and Chester Skipper. 
 Previous inductees who also were in attendance included: Harold Henderly 
(1937), Herbert Kay (1940), Marion Lasley (1944), Melvin Fried (1948), Man-
dell Glicksberg (1949), Edward Kissam (1949), S. Wilson (1949), Joyce Glicksberg 
(1950), Randall Gunn (1950), William Pepper (1950), Robert Murrell (1951), Wal-
lace Prophet (1951), and T. Sessums (1952). 11

Outstanding Alumni Brunch 
In November, CLAS honored a group of exceptional alumni at its sec-
ond annual Outstanding Alumni Brunch, held during homecoming 
weekend. Those recognized for their achievements and contributions 
were:  
 Front row, left to right: Thomas Pye (BA, psychology, 1979), Ste-
phen English (BS, zoology, 1976), Michael Collins (BS, chemistry, 
1965), Lydia Blakey (BA, criminology, 1984), Michael Montgomery 
(PhD, linguistics, 1979), Dan Koleos (BA, history, 1978), Robert Fulton 
(BA, criminology, 1991).
 Back row: Jon Thompson (BS and MS, geological sciences, 1961 and 
1962), Mark Dvornik (BA, English, 1985), Scott Adams (BA, criminol-
ogy, 1984), Emery Gainey (BA, criminology, 1990), David Mica (BA, 
political science, 1977), Joseph Jacoby (BA, Jewish studies, 1974).
 Other alumni who were honored but unable to attend include: 
Murray Daw (BS, physics, 1976), Martin English (BS, zoology, 1976), 
Walter Offen (MS and PhD, statistics, 1977 and 1980), J. Bruce Rafert 
(PhD, astronomy, 1978), William True (PhD, anthropology, 1976), and 
Phyllis Zatlin (MA and PhD, Romance languages and literatures, 1962 
and 1965).

Mary Elizabeth King Bain and husband Donald Bain, Homer Bain 
(Donald’s brother) and wife Irma Coronado Bain enjoy the Grand Guard 
weekend activities. Homer, a 1953 CLAS graduate, was inducted into the 
Grand Guard and recently retired from the Ecumenical Center for Religion 
and Health in San Antonio, Texas, after 35 years of service.



Updates from CLASmates
alumninotes
1943
Robert H. Threadgill (BA, 
Economics, Political Science 
and Speech) was recognized 
in June at the Florida Bar 
Association’s annual conven-
tion for his 50 years of service 
to the Bar. 

1951
Eugene M. Zimmerman 
(BA, Psychology) recently 
retired after serving 50 years 
as a United Methodist minis-
ter. He resides in Jacksonville 
with his wife Emily (Owen) 
Zimmerman, who earned a 
BS in health and recreation 
in 1959.

1958
George Donoho Bayless 
(BA, Political Science) is the 
head librarian at Capital High 
School in Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico. He holds a professional 
teaching license from the 
State of New Mexico in lan-
guage arts and social studies 
and received his library/media 
endorsement in July 2003. 
 

1968 
Lorraine (Viscardi) Murray 
(BA, English, 1968 and PhD, 
Philosophy, 1982) writes a 
biweekly column called “Grace 
Notes” for the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. Her second book, 
Why Me, Why Now? Finding Hope 
When You Have Breast Cancer, will 
be published by Ave Maria 
Press in August 2003. 

1971
Ulla M. Connor (MA, Eng-
lish) has been named the Bar-
bara E. and Karl R. Zimmer 

Chair of the School of Liberal 
Arts at Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapo-
lis (IUPUI). She has taught 
at IUPUI since 1984, where 
she founded the university’s 
English as a Second Language 
program and presently serves 
as the founding director of 
the Indiana Center for Inter-
cultural Communication.

1975 
Raymond “Tom” Elligett, Jr. 
(BA, Mathematics) practices 
law in Tampa. He and fellow 
UF alumnus John M. Scheb 
(LLB, 1950) have authored 
the third edition of their 
book, Florida Appellate Practice and 
Advocacy, published by Stetson 
University College of Law. 

1978
Aaron Wolfson (BA, Sociol-
ogy) earned an MD from the 
UF College of Medicine in 
1982 and is now an associ-
ate professor and program 
director of radiation oncology 
at the University of Miami 
School of Medicine. He is 
also co-director of the Gyne-
cologic Cancer Site Disease 
Group at the University of 
Miami’s Sylvester Cancer 
Center.

1979
Genie Stowers (BA, Inter-
disciplinary Studies) recently 
completed a five-year term as 
an associate dean of the Col-
lege of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences at San Francisco 
State University and now 
serves as professor and direc-
tor of the university’s Public 
Administration Program. 

1982
Lt. Col. Darryl Daugherty 
(BA, Anthropology) is serving 
as commander of the 346th 
Transportation Battalion 
stationed at Camp Cedar in 
Nasiriyah, Iraq. He oversees 
more than 1,000 soldiers in 
the transportation of supplies 
and equipment to combat 
troops. The battalion was 
deployed to Iraq in April 
2003 and hopes to return 
home by March. Daugherty 
enlisted in the US Army in 
1983 and has served in Ger-
many, Italy, Morocco, Bosnia 
and the Netherlands. He was 
recently accepted into Army 
War College, where he will 
pursue a master’s degree in 
national security studies. He 
resides in Mathews, Virginia 
with his wife Denyce Wells, a 
1983 UF marketing alumnus, 
and their two children. 

Beth L. Griffin-Higgins 
(BS, Psychology) is the senior 
vice president of ENVISORS, 
a consulting firm of civil and 
environmental engineers, 
planners and surveyors in 
Winter Haven. She recently 
acquired one-third ownership 
of ENVISORS and is pursu-
ing a master of engineering 
degree at the University of 
South Florida. 

1983
Edward Hobson (BA, Politi-
cal Science) serves as a safety 
and security officer for the 
US Peace Corps’ East Africa 
region. Based in Kampala, 
Uganda, he is responsible 
for Peace Corps programs in 
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Madagascar, Malawi and Zam-
bia. 

1987
Catherine M. Wehlburg 
(BA, Psychology) earned a 
master’s degree and PhD in 
educational psychology from 
UF in 1988 and 1992. She is 
the director of the Center for 
Teaching Excellence at Texas 
Christian University in Fort 
Worth. She also serves as edi-
tor of To Improve the Academy, 
a refereed annual journal 
focusing on faculty develop-
ment and teaching issues. 

1991
Pam Reeves (BA, Sociology) 
lives in West Palm Beach, Flor-
ida, where she is the director 
of community education at the 
Center for Information and 
Crisis Services, a nonprofit 
agency that provides informa-
tion on community resources, 
crisis counseling and suicide 
intervention through a crisis 
hotline.

1992
Carolyn Kluwe Holland 
(BS, Zoology) graduated from 
the Eastern Virginia Medi-
cal School in Norfolk with 
an MD in May 2003. She 
started her medical residency 
in emergency medicine at the 
University of Cincinnati in 
July. 

Anne M. Smith (BA, Lan-
guage and Literature) has 
worked for Cisco Systems for 
the past five years and writes 
about the technology the com-
pany develops for the IP Tele-
phony industry. She published 
her third book, Troubleshooting 
Cisco IP Telephony in December 
of 2002.
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1993
Richard Greenleaf (PhD, 
Sociology) joined the faculty 
at Fresno State University this 
fall, after serving as an associ-
ate professor at Western Ore-
gon University. He recently 
received a large grant to study 
racial profiling by police in 
Seattle.

Virginia Mulle (PhD, Soci-
ology) is an associate professor 
of sociology and chair of the 
Department of Social Sciences 
at the University of Alaska in 
Juneau. She recently received 
a large grant to study the child 
welfare system in Alaska. 

Carey Robinson Wolchok 
(BA, Political Science) is 
founder and chair of Avocet 
Aircraft, LLC, a company 
formed in 2002 by a group 
of leading aviation investment 
bankers and accomplished 
business executives for the 
purpose of developing a new-
generation jet aircraft. 

1994
Brian D. Burgoon (BA, 
Political Science) earned a 
JD from UF in 1997 and is 
a litigation associate with the 
Atlanta law firm, Sutherland 
Asbill & Brennan LLP. He 
was recently named co-chair-
man of the Florida Bar’s 
Disciplinary Review Commit-
tee for 2003-2004, which 
reviews complaints against 
Florida lawyers, decides if 
penalties are in order, and 
recommends appropriate 
penalties. 

Russell G. Maus (BS, Chem-
istry) completed a PhD in 
analytic chemistry at the 

University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill in August 2003. 
He now works as a senior 
project chemist for Merck in 
West Point, Pennsylvania. He 
is married to fellow alumna 
Kristen Lynn Harmon-Maus 
(BA, English, 1992) who com-
pleted a master’s degree in 
education at UF in 1994 and 
taught middle school for eight 
years before taking a break 
from teaching to stay home 
with their two-year-old son, 
Benjamin Russell.

1995
Michael Hamarneh (PhD, 
Psychology) is the behavioral 
health division director for 
the Arab-American and 
Chaldean Council based in 
Lathrup Village, Michigan. 
Since September 11, 2001, he 
has led a taskforce that offers 
cultural sensitivity training 
on the Middle East to schools 
and police departments in the 
metro Detroit area. 

1996
Douglas A. Barlow (BS, 
Physics) was awarded a PhD 
in materials science from 
the University of Alabama at 
Huntsville in May 2003. He 
was the recipient of the 2002 
Skibbie Graduate Scholar-
ship given by the National 
Defense Industrial Association 
and now works as an assistant 
professor at East Texas Baptist 
University.

Nanette Blanchard Moreau 
(BA, Sociology) is a teacher 
for the Teen Parent Educa-
tion program in Sheffield, 
Vermont. She helps teenagers 
who are pregnant or parenting 
earn their high school diplo-

mas or GEDs and get into 
college. She is working on a 
master’s degree in education 
at the University of Vermont.

1997
Dawn Echols Marta (BA, 
Philosophy) received a Master 
of Divinity degree from Duke 
University in 2000 and is 
working on a PhD in psychol-
ogy at Argosy University in 
Chicago. She is interning at 
the Elgin Mental Health Cen-
ter in the Forensic Treatment 
Program, providing psychiat-
ric treatment to people who 
are court ordered to do so. 
She expects to receive her PhD 
upon completing her intern-
ship in 2004.

Terry Rust Smith (PhD, 
Sociology) is now chair of the 
Department of Sociology and 
Communication at Salem 
College, a small liberal arts 
college for women in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina. 

Rod Stubina (MA, Anthro-
pology) finished his PhD in 
anthropology at UF in 2002 
and now works for the World 
Bank in Washington, DC in 
the Operations Evaluations 
Department, as part of the 
Global Public Policy and Pro-
grams team. 

2002
James Knowles Rustad (BS, 
Zoology) began medical 
school this fall at the Uni-
versity of Vermont. He has 
received a Freeman Founda-
tion Fellowship to help him 
pursue his degree.

2003
Brian Janovitz (BA, Political 
Science) started his first year 
at Harvard Law School this 
fall. While a student at UF, 
Janovitz interned for Senator 
John Kerry and volunteered 
for former Vice President Al 
Gore.

Keep in Touch 
with CLAS

We want to hear from you!
Send your update to: 

Editor 
PO Box 117300 

Gainesville FL 32611
Please include your degree (BA, MA, PhD, etc.),  

major/minor, graduation date and e-mail address  
if you have one. Photos are welcome too!

You can also e-mail your update to editor@clas.ufl.edu  
or visit http://clasnews.clas.ufl.edu/news/alumninotes/ 

updates.html to fill out an online update form. 

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Sones Flies High
When Peter Sones was an undergraduate at Emory University, he 
majored in political science, though he knew he wanted to be a 
doctor. “My faculty advisor steered me in the liberal arts direc-
tion, and I appreciated it tremendously. I read things about Plato 
and Aristotle I would have never read otherwise.”
 Now the retired radiologist from Atlanta has created a schol-
arship for UF pre-medicine students majoring in the liberal 
arts. “I think it makes you a better-rounded individual if you get 
an undergraduate degree in the liberal arts,” he says. “One gets 
all the scientific information you need in medical school and it 
behooves you to know what goes on in the rest of the world. It 
makes you a better physician.”
 The Tampa native never attended UF because UF didn’t have 
a medical program at the time, but he spent weekends in Gaines-
ville, attending football games, fraternity events and other social 
gatherings with friends who were students at the university.
 Sones received his MD from Emory in 1962, and while doing 
his residency at the University of Texas in 1964, he was drafted 
into the Air Force to serve in Vietnam. Stationed at Warren Rob-
bins Air Force Base in Georgia, the military taught him how to fly 
planes, in hopes of recruiting him into the space program. Sones 
decided, however, that he did not want to be an astronaut. “It was 
a very tempting offer, but I would have been giving up medicine 
in the traditional sense, so I decided to go back to practice radiol-
ogy and fly as a civilian.”
 Since retiring in 1996, Sones has become active in the Flying 
Physicians Association. He was named president of the organiza-
tion in August and oversees its many projects, including the sup-
port of aviation safety research, holding lectures for physicians 
needing to earn continuing education credit, and maintaining 
a free clinic in Jamaica. Sones resides in Atlanta with his wife, 
Lindsey, and has five daughters and six grandchildren, including 
twin grandsons who have applied to UF. 

—Buffy Lockette

Poehling Foundation Raises Money 
for Geography Scholarship
 The defense of his dissertation was all that stood between 
geography student Ryan Poehling and his PhD when cancer 
claimed his life in December 2000. The 27-year-old had already 
gone to Montreal and Pittsburgh to make presentations about his 
graduate research when the disease he had been diagnosed with at 
age 16 resurfaced.
 “He was not just our son or brother but a model for human-
ity,” says his father, Hank Poehling. In memory of Ryan’s life and 
endeavors, the Poehling family has created the Ryan Michael Poe-
hling Charitable Foundation Inc., which awards $1,000 fellow-
ships to UF graduate students exemplifying diligence, service and 
leadership in the geography department. The foundation also has 
established a scholarship fund at the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse, where Ryan completed his undergraduate work.
 Raising about $6,100 for the scholarships and fellowships, 
the foundation held a golf tournament in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
on July 25, 2003. About 90 golfers, including some of Ryan’s 
former classmates, played. The tournament was organized and 
run by Ryan’s parents, Sandy and Hank, and his three brothers, 
Tom, Pat and Chris. UF’s geography department also contributed 
to the event, sponsoring several holes.
 “We are only a small- to medium-sized department, but, at 
very short notice, the faculty, staff and alumni donated $775,” 
says Geography Professor Peter Waylen. 
 After Ryan’s death, UF presented his parents and widow, 
Angela, with a posthumous doctoral degree during the 2001 
spring commencement.
 For information about contributing to the Ryan Michael 
Poehling Charitable Foundation Inc., please contact Krista 
Mitchell Cornell in the CLAS Development Office at (352) 392-
5412, or send an e-mail to kcornell@uff.ufl.edu.

—Brenda Lee
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Maiden Voyage of the R/V Elliott
On April 26, 2003, CLAS christened the Land Use and Envi-
ronmental Change Institute’s (LUECI) newest research vessel, the 
R/V Elliottt, thanks to a generous gift from a UF alumnus. The 
traditional christening ceremony took place on Lake Wauburg as 
LUECI welcomed the new Kullenberg coring rig purchased and 
renovated with a donation from geology graduate Gary Myers.
 The donation is the first of its type for LUECI since its 
inception in 2000. The vessel will allow LUECI researchers to 
obtain longer core samples from deep lakes in order to research 
past climatic and environmental changes. It will be accessible to 
graduate students and faculty across many disciplines needing 
such samples for their research.
 “Our attitude at the institute is to facilitate research for 
graduate students and faculty, not only from the department or 
college, but also across the college and university,” says LUECI 
Director Mark Brenner. “The vessel will further enhance inter-
disciplinary research in geology, geography, anthropology and 
other fields.”
 A 1974 geology graduate, Myers learned of LUECI and its 
concept in 2001 when the institute was new and had little history. 
“The more I learned about LUECI, the more I realized what a 
novel and unique program it is,” Myers said. “Having a coring rig 
that can operate in deeper water will allow the institute to reach its 
full potential and get all the pieces of the puzzle in place.”
 Myers requested the coring rig be named after his son Elliott, 
who celebrated his 11th birthday the same day as the christening.

—Allyson A. Beutke

New Smithers SEM Lab 
Aids Anthropologists
Constructing a scanning electron microscope (SEM) in the base-
ment of your house might not be a task most people would con-
sider attempting. But for Will Smithers, it was a project that came 
naturally. “He had so many varied interests, and the fact that he 
actually bought an electron microscope can give you an indication 
of the extent of his ‘hobbies,’” says Kerry Smithers, Will’s wife.
 Will died in 2002 in a helicopter accident, and Kerry, who 
graduated from UF in 1987, decided to give the SEM to UF’s 
anthropology department for use with its forensics research. “Will 
never attended college, but after visiting with the various fac-
ulty and students from the anthropology department, I know he 
would have loved being in that type of environment with all sorts 
of brilliant people like himself!”
 Will and Kerry founded the company Tradeware Systems 
in 1993. Located on Wall Street in New York City, Tradeware 
provides order-management systems and trading connectivity to 
more than 200 brokers and institutions worldwide. Kerry says 
Will’s interests went way beyond computers and software. “He was 
a brilliant entrepreneur and businessman whose hobbies included 
highly technical rebreather and cave diving, genetic engineering, 
reef aquariums and gourmet cooking. He was completely self-
taught in every endeavor he undertook.”
 The anthropology department has established the William 
and Kerry Smithers Scanning Electron Microscopy Laboratory, 
which is home to the SEM. “A tool such as this provides huge 
opportunities for research in physical anthropology and archaeol-
ogy, as well as the life sciences,” says John Krigbaum, an anthro-
pology professor who is setting up the SEM. “We’ll be examining 
prehistoric artifacts such as stone and bone tools that may show 
clues as to how they were used when they were made. We are excit-
ed to get it up and running this year!”

—Allyson A. Beutke

Anthropology Profes-
sor John Krigbaum, 
Kerry Smithers and 
Anthropology Chair 
Allan Burns
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The College of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences at the University of Florida is the 
largest college on campus, with over 
700 faculty members who teach 
more than 12,000 students. 
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UF Concludes 
Sesquicentennial 

Celebration
The year-long celebration of the University of 
Florida’s 150th birthday drew to a close at the end 
of 2003, and a birthday bash was held on Decem-
ber 10 in the Reitz Union Grand Ballroom. The 
ceremony included the unveiling of the new UF 
ceremonial mace to be used at official university 
events and a performance by the University Gospel 
Choir. A giant birthday cake, made by Mildred’s 
Big City Food in Gainesville, fed more than 700 
people.
 During the sesquicentennial celebration in 
2003, several UF history books were published. 
Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future by Carl Van Ness 
(university archivist) and Kevin McCarthy (Eng-
lish) is a UF pictorial history book, including 
never-before-seen photographs and little known 
facts about the university. African Americans at the 
University of Florida, by McCarthy and Betty J. Stew-
art-Dowdell (Office for Academic Support and 

Institutional Services), provides details about the 
history of African American groups on campus. 
Seven authors came together to write about the his-
tory of women at UF in Women at the University of Florida. 
The authors, who have a combined 184 years at 
UF, include McCarthy, Mary Ann Burg (Women’s 
Health Research Center), Phyllis Meek (Dean of 
Students Office), Constance Shehan (sociology), 
Anita Spring (anthropology and African studies), 
Nina Stoyan-Rosenzweig (health affairs), and Betty 
Taylor (law).


