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a note
from 

Neil S. Sullivan, Dean

Greetings from Turlington Plaza! The onset 
of the 2004–2005 academic year brings a 
sense of excitement and promise as we inau-
gurate our new president, Bernie Machen, 
on September 10 and embark on a bold new 
venture to move the University of Florida 
forward to become one of the truly great 
public institutions. This important step 
is not only significant for UF but also for 
Florida since no state can aspire to improve 
economics, job opportunities and a healthy 
lifestyle without the solid base of knowledge 
that is generated by top-quality institutions. 
UF is expected to provide that leadership, 
and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
is committed to strengthening the funda-
mental academic core of the university, so 
we will be recognized as an institution of 
choice for scholars and students around the 
world. 
 As the state seeks to develop new high-
tech industrial growth, it cannot succeed 
without a high-quality university environ-
ment to provide the new workforce and 
public awareness that is required. The new 
biotechnologies developed in the genetic sci-
ences, including genomics and bioinformat-
ics, will play a major role in the future of UF 
and the new industries in the state. The keys 
to unlocking the methods for understand-
ing inheritable diseases, the aging process, 

and how to develop new agricultural crops 
will be produced by the new generation of 
biochemists, mathematicians, geneticists, 
statisticians and biomedical engineers who 
are now focusing on research at the most 
fundamental levels. 
 Reaching out to a diverse world in 
research and education is one of the most 
important responsibilities of the college. 
We have moved steadily forward in this mis-
sion, building new study abroad programs 
for students in the Americas, Africa, Asia 
and Europe. Student demand for courses in 
the areas of ethics and political economies 
and lesser-known languages have grown sig-
nificantly. By all accounts, the quality of our 
entering students, undergraduate and grad-
uate, has risen dramatically in the past two 
years. These exceptional students could, in 
many cases, enter several of the top institu-
tions in the nation. They have high expecta-
tions of UF in terms of the quality of offer-
ings, in both the classroom and the research 
laboratory, often in our most challenging 
disciplines. We need to work harder than 
ever to provide the programs of excellence 
they seek. Even as the college and university 
continue to grow, we must be mindful of 
maintaining high-quality opportunities for 
the further advancement of UF, Florida and 
our global relations.

theDean
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Each year, the College of Liberal Arts and  
Sciences awards CLAS Term Professorships to 
outstanding faculty who excel in both scholar-
ship and teaching. These professorships allow 
the college to recognize faculty who are making 
a significant difference in the classroom, as well 
as through their research. Funded entirely by 
private sources, the number of term professors 
and the amount of the award varies from year to 
year. For 2003–2004, five CLAS Term Professors 
were selected, and they each received a one-
time $6,000 salary supplement and an additional 
$3,000 for their research.

Jean and Robin  
Gibson Term  
Professor  
Colin Chapman is 
a professor in the 
Department of Zool-
ogy. He received his 
PhD from the Univer-
sity of Alberta in 1987 
and came to UF in 
1993. An associate sci-
entist for the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, 
Chapman helps run a 
field station at Ugan-
da’s Kibale National 
Park and is an honor-
ary lecturer at Maker-
ere University. 
 Internation-
ally known for his 
research on primate 
ecology and biology, 
Chapman uses experi-
mental and observa-
tional approaches to 
determine how plant 
communities influ-
ence animals and how 
animals influence 
their environment. 
He teaches courses in 
ecology and vertebrate 
zoology.

Waldo W. Neikirk 
Term Professor 
Robert McMahon 
is a professor in the 
Department of His-
tory, specializing in US 
foreign relations. He 
came to UF in 1982 
and served as chair of 
the department from 
1995 to 1999. 
 He is interna-
tionally recognized 
as an expert on US 
diplomacy since World 
War II. McMahon was 
appointed by US  
Secretary of State 
Colin Powell to serve 
as a member of the 
State Department’s 
Committee on His-
torical Diplomatic 
Documentation. His 
most recent book, The 
Cold War, was published 
in 2003 by Oxford 
University Press. 
 At UF, he teaches 
courses on the modern 
US, US foreign rela-
tions, the Cold War 
and the Vietnam War.

Waldo W. Neikirk 
Term Professor
Charles A. Perrone is 
a professor of Portu-
guese in the Depart-
ment of Romance 
Languages and Litera-
tures and is an affiliate 
of the Center for Latin 
American Studies. He 
came to UF in 1985 
with a PhD in Luso-
Brazilian literature 
from the University of 
Texas at Austin. 
 Known interna-
tionally as an expert 
on Brazilian song and 
poetry, Perrone has 
published three books, 
most notably Seven Faces: 
Brazilian Poetry Since Mod-
ernism. The coordinator 
of the Portuguese pro-
gram, Perrone teaches 
courses in advanced 
language, literature, 
and culture and civili-
zation.

Jean and Robin  
Gibson Term  
Professor
Kenneth Sassaman 
is an associate profes-
sor in the Department 
of Anthropology. He 
came to UF in 1998, 
after receiving a PhD 
from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts-
Amherst in 1991. 
His research interests 
center on the prehis-
tory of hunter-gath-
erer societies in the 
American Southeast, 
particularly aspects of 
social organization, 
technology and monu-
mentality. 
 He is recognized 
as an expert on the 
Archaic period in 
Southeastern archae-
ology. In addition to 
teaching anthropol-
ogy and archaeol-
ogy courses, Sassa-
man offers students a 
unique research expe-
rience through his St. 
Johns Archaeological 
Field School on the St. 
Johns River in Florida.

Jean and Robin  
Gibson Term  
Professor
Gregory Stewart is 
a professor in the 
Department of Phys-
ics, specializing in 
experimental con-
densed matter physics. 
He received his PhD in 
applied physics from 
Stanford University in 
1975 and has taught at 
UF since 1985. 
 His research 
group focuses on 
advancing the under-
standing of the unusu-
al magnetic and super-
conducting properties 
of highly correlated 
f-electron metallic 
compounds, and he is 
internationally recog-
nized as a leader in the 
measurement of new 
materials in high mag-
netic fields. Stewart is a 
fellow of the American 
Physical Society and 
is currently teaching 
a course on modern 
physics at UF.

CLASterm professors
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 “Researchers might be looking to 
associate a trait, such as height, weight 
or growth, with a certain gene, but many 
geneticists cannot get by anymore by doing 
simple statistical t-tests,” says George 
Casella, chair of UF’s statistics depart-
ment. “Now, we’re dealing with much 
more complicated data sets, so a more 
complex analysis must be done, and this is 
where statistical genetics plays a role.”
 At UF, a group of more than 40 fac-
ulty members and students from across 
campus who work as geneticists and statis-
ticians have formed the Statistical Genetics 
Group. “Some of us have started col-
laborating on various projects, and we’re 

working with researchers at other universi-
ties in the US and internationally,” says 
Casella.
 Statistical genetics has become even 
more relevant since the Human Genome 
Project was completed in 2003. The proj-
ect, which began in 1990, mapped and 
sequenced the three billion chemical pairs 
that make up human DNA and identified 
the roughly 100,000 genes that com-
prise a person’s genetic code. The chal-
lenge currently facing scientists is to find 
a way of organizing and cataloging this 
vast amount of information into a usable 
form. They are also trying to understand 
the genetic variation within and among 

individuals, populations and species. Both 
of these goals are intrinsically statisti-
cal and fall within the realm of statistical 
genetics.
 “The completion of the Human 
Genome Project has resulted in a wealth of 
new data that must be carefully analyzed in 
order to reap the promised benefits of the 
project,” says Connie Mulligan, an assis-
tant professor of anthropology and associ-
ate director of UF’s Genetics Institute. 
“It’s complicated, but it’s the next logical 
step if we’re going to start determining 
relationships between certain genes and 
certain diseases.” Mulligan, who worked 
at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
before coming to UF in 1999, has worked 
on several studies to determine which 
genes possibly increase or decrease the risk 
of alcoholism.
 “When I was at NIH, we looked for 
genetic variants that increase or decrease 
the risk of developing alcoholism,” she 
says. “Two variants, ADH1B and ALDH2, 
had been identified that appear to protect 

summing up 
the genome
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“If you do the experiment right the first time, you don’t 
need to use statistics” is an old adage among scientists that 
might make statisticians cringe. But while some scientists 
still choose to analyze their own data, many have realized 
they need a more sophisticated statistical approach to 
obtain better results. 



against alcoholism. These gene products 
have altered kinetic activity that results in 
the accumulation of acetaldehyde, which 
produces facial flushing, an acceler-
ated heart rate and nausea, known as the 
‘flushing response.’ These variants are 
present at high numbers in Asian popula-
tions, and the flushing response makes 
drinking unpleasant, so people don’t 
drink, and there is a lower risk of alcohol-
ism.”
 Now, Mulligan is looking at addi-
tional variants in the same two genes in a 
different population, American Indians, 
to determine if there are other variants 
that could lead to alcoholism. She is using 
a new statistical software package devel-
oped by UF statisticians to analyze the 
pile of clinical data. “This new program 
incorporates epistatic effects. Usually, we 
assume that each gene acts independently, 
when in fact that is probably not the case. 
Epistasis is when two genes interact, so 
their net effect is more or less than the 
total effect would be if you just added 
those two effects independently.” Mulligan 
says a good example of this type of effect 
is evident in the recent research findings 
related to hormone replacement therapy, 
where estrogen in humans seems to have 
the opposite effect of estrogen in rats, 
in terms of heart disease and cancer. “In 
this case, it may be because in the clini-
cal studies an extra hormone was added 
for humans that may have interacted with 
the estrogen and modified its effects,” 
explains Mulligan.
 Associate Professor of Statistics 
Rongling Wu collaborated with Chang-
Xing Ma, from the College of Medicine, 
and Casella to develop the model. Wu 
says the software took about six months 
to complete. “It was designed for high-
resolution mapping of complex traits and 
can help geneticists precisely identify the 
location of genes (for diseases, plant size 
or milk yield) on the genome. This model 
is one of the most advanced in the genetics 
literature.” 
 Mulligan says without the software, 
she would have stopped her study. “We 
published one paper in 2003, but I 
thought I was finished with that data set,” 
she says. “Now it’s worth pursuing because 
there is a new way to analyze the data and 
possibly obtain more meaningful results.”

 Another faculty member who has 
utilized the Statistical Genetic Group’s 
consulting service is Assistant Professor of 
Zoology Marta Wayne. Wayne has brain-
stormed with Casella on a study she would 
like to pursue involving Drosophila melanogas-
ter, or fruit flies. “There is an overall pat-
tern we see in fruit flies of laying eggs over 
the course of their lifetime. The majority 
of female fruit flies have their peak of lay-
ing eggs earlier in life, but sometimes the 
flies lay eggs constantly, and sometimes 
it’s reversed with the most eggs produced 
later in life. These exceptions appear to 
be genetic, but we need to develop a way 
to statistically evaluate this pattern and the 
variances within it.” Since fruit flies are 
a model organism, Wayne’s research on 
timing of reproduction could have impli-
cations for other organisms, including 
humans.
 In addition to research collaborations, 
Casella says another main goal is to estab-
lish a PhD program in statistical genetics 
at UF. “The new UF Genetics Institute 
will help us bring in faculty in this area, 
and we’re already teaching some statistical 
genetics courses. A strong PhD program 
would put UF on the map as a place of 
research and teaching in this growing 
field.” Casella and Wu also are writing a 

textbook, Statistical Genetics of Complex Traits, 
which will be published this year.
 Within the next decade, Casella says 
he expects the field to advance further. 
“We’re starting to understand more and 
more about the genetic profile of humans 
and how this relates to health and disease. 
For example, one day, we’ll be able to 
take a drop of blood from someone which 
contains their DNA and tell that person 
what medication would work best based on 
their genetic make-up. It’s an important 
direction for scientists and statisticians to 
be moving in since the demand for this 
type of research will only increase, and 
much of it can only be accomplished using 
the expertise of each other.”

—Allyson A. Beutke

Statistician rongling wu and 
anthropologist Connie mulligan 
are collaborating on a genetics 
study using advanced statisti-
cal analysis software.
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“The new UF genetics institute 

will help us bring in faculty in 

this area, and we’re already 

teaching some statistical genet-

ics courses. A strong PhD pro-

gram would put UF on the map 

as a place of research and teach-

ing in this growing field.” 

—George Casella
Statistics Chair
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i think you absolutely 
can teach writing. A 
person might have a 
lot of inspiration, but 
not understand the 
techniques, tactics and 
discipline required for 
writing poetry. we learn 
by studying the mas-
ters and collaborating 
with our peers.

—Arthur McMaster 
Poetry Alumnus 

McMaster is now an 
adjunct professor at  

Furman University  
in Greenville,  

South Carolina.

african american studies turns 35
When Ronald Foreman was hired in 1970 as the 
founding director of the African American Studies 
Program, it was a time of great struggle for blacks on 
campus. “There were very few black students here at 
that time,” says Foreman, a retired English professor 
and one of the first three tenure-track black profes-
sors at UF. “We were trying to get our colleagues, 
whoever they might be—white, black, blue, green—to 
understand that diversity was what we wanted to have 
at the University of Florida.”
 This year, as African American studies cel-
ebrates its 35th anniversary, the program continues 
to grow. In 2003, it hired Stephanie Evans, who has 
a joint appointment with the Center for Women’s 
Studies and Gender Research, in its second ever 
faculty position. Other recent hires include Faye 
Harrison from the University of Tennessee and Wil-
liam Baber from the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro—who are both joining the program dur-
ing the 2004–2005 academic year. Within the next 
two years, says Interim Director Marilyn Thomas-
Houston, the program expects to boast six or seven 
new faculty members. 
 “I have all praises for Dean Neil Sullivan,” 
Thomas-Houston says. “He has really supported the 
program so we can develop. Once we have a solid 
faculty group, we can then offer a degree. Our goal is 
to offer both a BA and a BS.”
 The program currently offers an undergraduate 
certificate to students pursuing an interdisciplinary 
major, and courses such as Hip-Hop Theory and 
Methods, Poetry by Women of Color and Research-
ing African-American History are taught. The focus 
of the program is on the historical and socio-cultural 
experiences of people of African origin living in the 
US, including Haitians, West Indians, and blacks 
from South and Central America. 
 African American studies offered its first courses 
in 1969, just one year after San Francisco State Uni-
versity established the first African American Studies 

Program in the nation. “African American Studies 
Programs all over the country were really born out of 
a struggle,” Thomas-Houston says. “It was part of the 
civil rights movement and part of the student protests 
of the 1960s. So for us to be celebrating 35 years is 
remarkable. The University of Florida can be proud 
that our history goes back so far.”
 In honor of its anniversary in 2004, the pro-
gram organized a variety of events for the commu-
nity. In January, it kicked off a year-long celebration 
with “Speaking in the Name of Martin,” a concert 
honoring the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
held in observance of the civil rights legend’s birth-
day. Sponsored by the General Motors Acceptance 
Corporation, it featured artists included Chuck D, 
co-creator of pioneering political rap group Public 
Enemy; the Boys Choir of Tallahassee; Platinum 
Souls, an Atlanta gospel hip-hop group; and spo-
ken word artists Kayo and Iyeoka. The program also 
recieved a donation from Saturn of Gainesville which 
was used to fund, in part, the Ronald Foreman Lec-
ture Series, DigNubia, an interactive archaeological 
exhibit for middle school children at Santa Fe Com-
munity College in Gainesville, and the Langston 
Hughes Poetry Project, which established poetry 
circles in the community to discuss the famed poet’s 
work. 
 Most events sponsored by the program have 
been designed with the general public in mind, in 
addition to the university community. “We want to 
bridge the gap between what happens in academia 
and the lived experiences of people,” Thomas-Hous-
ton says. “So we have planned events for the commu-
nity that, while they have an academic foundation, 
are in a format and structure the general public will 
be attracted to.”
 During the upcoming fall 2004 semester, the 
program is planning to hold African-American 
movie nights, guest speakers, an open house and a 
closing event in February 2005. Visit www.clas.ufl.
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Establishing a bachelor's degree in 
African American studies is a priority for 
the college and the program's faculty 
members. Pictured, from left to right, 
are: Assistant Professor Stephanie Evans, 
interim Director marilyn Thomas-hous-
ton, Professor Faye harrison and CLAS 
Dean neil Sullivan.
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a look inside the creative writing program
When Arthur McMaster retired in 
2002 after 34 years of service with the 
US government, including stints in 
Special Operations and the Central 
Intelligence Agency, he decided it was 
time for a career change. At age 58, he 
entered UF’s creative writing program 
and has spent the past two years pursu-
ing his dream of becoming a poetry 
professor.
  “I wanted to get back to writing,” 
he says. “I had been writing poetry, 
stage plays, travel stories, fiction, criti-
cal essays and reviews for years, but I 
wanted to get the credentials I needed 
to teach writing.” 
 McMaster, who graduated in May 
2004, was one of 36 students in the 
Department of English’s Creative Writ-
ing Program, which offers a Master 

of Fine Arts degree to a handful of 
writers and poets. Ranked 20th in the 
nation by US News and World Report, 
the program has earned the right to 
be selective. Only 10 percent of its 
applicants are accepted, and admission 
is based almost solely upon a writing 
sample.
 Once admitted, students are 
paired with either a poetry or fiction 
writing professor and spend two years 
working on their craft while receiving 
constant feedback from their appointed 
faculty “director,” who serves as their 
editor. Many students apply to the pro-
gram just for the chance to work with 
its renowned faculty. “I think we all 
came here because we really admire the 
professors,” says Nora Spencer, a first-
year student in fiction writing. “That’s 
what draws people here.” 
 But just as important as faculty 
input is the feedback students receive 
from their peers in the four semes-
ter-long writing workshops they are 
required to complete. Made up of 6 to 
12 students, the workshops allow the 
writers to bounce their work off each 
other and get tips on how to improve 
the piece and, often, their writing as a 
whole. The students become so familiar 
with each other’s work, they can spot 
recurring themes and mistakes. 
 During the process of reading and 
commenting on each other’s work, 
students learn how to strengthen their 
own writing and how to intelligently 
comment on the writing of others, 
which opens the door to jobs in edit-
ing, publishing, criticizing and teach-
ing. Alumni of the program are doing 
everything from teaching at colleges to 
editing for The New Yorker. “The primary 
purpose is to become the best writer you 
can become,” says Padgett Powell, the 

program’s director. “But in doing that 
you become also the best critic you can. 
If you are a good critic you can do some 
things—you can criticize books, which 
means you can edit books. A really 
broad array of occupations opens up.”
 In addition to completing four 
writing workshops, taking elective 
literature courses and their teaching 
load, students are required to complete 
a creative writing thesis by the end of 
their second year. For fiction students, 
this comes in the form of a 125-page 
novel or collection of short stories. 
Poetry students have to write 24 poems. 
 Upon graduating, some students 
are fortunate enough to publish their 
thesis, and a few even get book deals 
while they are in the program. But, 
whether they get published or not, 
many students say the program has 
helped them become better writers and 
taught them to believe in their talent. 
“An MFA program in creative writing 
isn’t going to make you a great writer 
if you aren’t one, and it isn’t going to 
make you stop being a writer if you are 
one,” says Oindrila Mukherjee, a sec-
ond-year fiction writing student. “In 
the end, writers are their own best crit-
ics, and we’ve learned to rely on each 
other for support and guidance in the 
writing process.”
 The program recently received 
funding to establish its own literary 
magazine, tentatively titled Subtrop-
ics, which will publish poetry, fiction 
and essays by writers from all over the 
world. The new magazine will not 
include any work by UF professors or 
students, but will be edited by poetry 
writing professor Sidney Wade and fic-
tion writing professor David Leavitt. 
The first issue will be published during 
the spring semester of 2005. 

—Buffy Lockette
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 “Despite the historical significance 
of Paynes Town, no in-depth archaeo-
logical research has been conducted at 
the site,” Blakney-Bailey says. “This is 
probably due to the incredibly destruc-
tive sandmining operations of the 1960s 
and 1970s, which likely dissuaded many 
archaeologists from pursuing fieldwork 
there.”
 Situated on Paynes Prairie Preserve 
State Park in Micanopy, the Paynes Town 
site was home to a Seminole town from 
the 1790s until 1812, when American 
soldiers burned it to the ground. UF 
anthropologists and park rangers have 
known the general location of Paynes 
Town since the early 1960s, but Blakney-
Bailey has rediscovered the remnants of 
the ancient village and is conducting an 

intensive archaeological dig at the site in 
hopes of mapping out its exact location 
and arrangement. 
 “Before that area of Paynes Prairie 
was purchased by the state and placed 
under the preserve’s control, the Depart-
ment of Transportation dug out a quarry 
which they used as fill dirt to create pave-
ment for roadways,” says David Jowers, 
park manager of Paynes Prairie Preserve. 
“It was all done in innocence, and I 
don’t believe they realized what they were 
destroying.”
 Blakney-Bailey first heard the story 
of Paynes Town when she came to UF in 
2000 from New Mexico State University, 
and she knew something did not sound 
right. “When I came out to look and 
see what was out here, I just knew that 

there was no way it could have all been 
destroyed,” she says. “There’s just too 
much acreage, so I didn’t quite believe it. 
I just had this gut feeling that it was still 
here, and I set out to determine once 
and for all if the site existed.”
 Armed with a band of volunteers 
from the community and university, she 
conducted a shovel test of the area, dig-
ging more than 350 holes, 10 meters 
apart, covering the entire 14-acre wood-
ed lot. The preliminary results were very 
promising, indicating that a substantial 
portion of the site remained intact under 
the ground. With more than $30,000 
in grants, including a National Science 
Foundation Dissertation Improvement 
Grant and a Florida Department of State 
Historic Preservation Grant, Blakney-
Bailey is now excavating portions of the 
site and opening up the holes dug in 
her shovel test survey. She has found the 
location of the town and discovered some 
interesting artifacts. 
 She has unearthed a charred pit 
filled with animal bones, aboriginal 
pottery, European ceramics and nails. 
Blakney-Bailey says that the structure 
could possibly be a well that was later 
used as a trash pit. 
 Just a few feet away from this great 
find, another exciting feature was uncov-
ered—what appears to have been a small 
cooking hearth. Large pieces of fire-

excavating the

when Jane Anne blakney-bailey was in fourth grade and 
had to come to school dressed as a historic character, she 
chose to be a Spanish monk traveling throughout the 
American frontier and serving as a missionary to the Ameri-
can indians. while others chose to be betsy ross or Daniel 
boone, the Arkansas youngster was deeply interested in 
the culture and lifestyle of native Americans. now 28, the 
anthropology PhD student is continuing this fascination by 
excavating Paynes Town, a Seminole site on the outer edge 
of Paynes Prairie long thought to have been destroyed by a 
sandmining operation. 

paynes prairie yields clues to seminole life
Florida wilderness



The remains of Paynes Town, located at 
Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park in mican-
opy, are being excavated to determine the 
arrangement of the village.  blakney-bailey 
supervises volunteers Philip Sheppard, a 
scholar from ireland (center), and Ana Alba, 
an anthropology senior, as they excavate 
the more promising of the test holes.
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cracked rock were found, surrounded by 
a ring of dark dirt that included charcoal, 
charred corn and animal bones. The 
hearth was sunken down slightly, in the 
shape of a basin, and additional char-
coal-stained soil and artifacts appeared to 
spill out of the feature, scattering three 
feet or so across the unit.
 And yet another dig produced silver 
jewelry, the most interesting piece being 
a heart-shaped pin almost identical to 
ones found at two other Seminole sites 
dating to the mid to late 18th century. 
“Many times these items were given as 
symbols of good will at meetings and 
treaties between the English or Ameri-
cans and the Seminoles,” Blakney-Bailey 
says. “It’s interesting to imagine in what 
manner these items were obtained by 
Paynes Town inhabitants.” 
 The Paynes Town Seminole tribe 
was made up of descendants of Oconee 

Indians, one of 12 Lower Creek towns 
indigenous to the Chattahoochee River 
Valley of southern Alabama and Georgia. 
The Oconee band of Creeks relocated to 
Alachua County in the mid-18th century 
and found their livelihood gathering 
free-range cattle abandoned by Spanish 
settlers 100 years earlier. The leader of 
the group, Chief Cowkeeper, died in the 
1780s and his eldest nephew, Payne, suc-
ceeded him. 
 Chief Payne moved the town a few 
miles away to what is now called Paynes 
Prairie. It remained occupied until 1812, 
when American troops led by Daniel 
Newnan attacked the village. Payne, then 
in his 80s, was shot during a seven-day 
battle between the tribe and Newnan’s 
men and died a few months later. Amer-
ican soldiers retreated from the battle 
but returned in December 1812 to find 
the town abandoned by the Seminoles, 

who had apparently been warned of their 
approach. After camping at the site for 
several days, the soldiers burned the town 
and took many of the provisions left 
behind by the tribe, including cattle.
 Blakney-Bailey has found artifacts at 
the Paynes Town site that can be attrib-
uted to both the Seminoles and, possibly, 
the attacking American troops. She is 
wrapping up her research this summer, 
and park officials, who gave her a permit 
to work in the area, are excited about 
Blakney-Bailey’s work and are anxiously 
awaiting her results. “We are very sup-
portive of what she is doing,” says Jowers. 
“She is doing what our staff doesn’t have 
the time or expertise to do, and we are 
very happy to have her here.”

—Buffy Lockette
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Flagship for Discovery
UF holds inauguration for new President
On September 9–10, UF will celebrate the inaugu-
ration of its 11th president, J. Bernard “Bernie” 
Machen, by featuring symposia sponsored by each 
of its colleges and units, nationally recognized guest 
speakers, and Machen’s installation ceremony at 
noon on September 10 in the O’Connell Center.
 The CLAS-sponsored symposia on September 
9, include “Astrophysics in the New Millennium: 
The Legacy of Newton and Einstein,” “The Ethics, 
Politics and Science of Environment and Ecology” 
and “UF Partnerships with African Universities: 
Partners in Education and Research.” Visit www.clas.
ufl.edu/ CLASannounce for more information.
 Machen, who took office January 5, was educated 
as a pediatric dentist and has held leadership positions 
at the University of Michigan, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and University of Utah.

ShinE On: Astronomy Professor Vicki Sarajedini has received a 
National Science Foundation CAREER award, becoming one of seven 
UF astronomers to win the award in the past six years alone. Assistant 
Physics Professor Stephen Hagen also received a grant this year. Only 
the top 10 percent of young tenure-track faculty in the US are given 
CAREER grants to support their research.
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Professor of Chemistry and Physics N. 
Yngve Ohrn has received the 2003–2004 
UF Teacher/Scholar Award, the highest 
honor bestowed upon a faculty member 
at the University of Florida. The award is 
given annually to the professor who best 
demonstrates excellence in teaching and 
scholarly activity and exhibits visibility 
within and beyond the university. Ohrn 
has taught at UF for the past 38 years and 
is recognized worldwide for his funda-
mental and important contributions to 
quantum chemistry. He has served as chair 
of the Department of Chemistry and as 
director of the Quantum Theory Project, 

a world-renowned interdepartmental cen-
ter in physics and chemistry.  
 Also recognized by the university 
recently was Botany Professor Jack Putz, 
who received a 2003–2004 UF Teacher 
of the Year award for his outstanding 
achievements as a teacher of botany, ecol-
ogy and forestry for the past 21 years. The 
award is given annually to two professors 
who demonstrate excellence, innovation 
and effectiveness when teaching under-
graduates. Elliot Douglas, a professor of 
materials science and engineering, also 
received the award this year. In addition 
to Putz, CLAS had 11 college-level teach-

ing and advising 
award winners. The 
teaching award win-
ners are: Miklos 
Bona, mathemat-
ics; James Button, 
political science; 
Renee Johnson, political science; Gillian 
Lord, Romance languages and literatures; 
Anthony Oliver-Smith, anthropology; 
Alex Piquero, criminology; Greg Pryor, 
zoology; Jennifer Rea, classics; and Gene 
Witmer, philosophy. Advising awards went 
to David Hedge, political science, and 
John Perlette, English.

Professors Receive Teaching & Advising Awards

N. Yngve Ohrn
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Astronomer Vicki Sarajedini examines the 
deepest, most detailed optical view of the 
universe—provided courtesy of nASA's 
hubble Space Telescope.
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Beckman Award Supports Undergraduate Research
The University of Florida is one of 13 universities that received a 2004 Beckman Scholar Award from the Arnold and Mabel Beckman 
Foundation, based on its commitment to quality undergraduate research. The $105,600 award provides several scholarships for the 
next three years to undergraduates in chemistry, biochemistry, the biological and medical sciences, or an interdisciplinary combina-
tion of these sciences. Other 2004 Beckman Scholars Program awardees include the University of Chicago, University of Texas, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Rice University and Yale University.

From Harry to Terry
Associate Deanship for minority Affairs Changes hands
Associate Dean of Minority Affairs Harry Shaw 
retired on March 31, after more than 30 years 
of service to the university. Hired as an English 
professor in 1973, Shaw also has overseen CLAS 
minority recruitment, retention and mentoring 
since 1979, serving as the first head of the Office 
of Academic Support and Institutional Services 
(OASIS). 

 Shaw is succeeded by Terry 
Mills, assistant dean of the Graduate School 
and a sociology professor. In his role as assistant 
dean, Mills was responsible for leading the Office 
of Graduate Minority Programs and oversee-
ing the administration of the Ronald E. McNair 
Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program. As the 
CLAS associate dean for minority affairs, Mills 

will continue such work through mentoring, encouragement, pro-
fessional development and assistance. “I am a little nervous about 
following such an icon,” Mills says. “Dr. Shaw is a very charismatic 
person who has made a positive impact on thousands of individuals 
at UF and in the community. He leaves some very big shoes to fill, 
but I have big feet.”

Retiring Faculty
Eleven CLAS faculty members from eight depart-
ments retired at the end of the academic year. These 
professors were honored at the CLAS Baccalaureate 
ceremony on April 30, and each retiree received a 
chair emblazoned with the seal of the university and 
an attached plaque bearing the faculty member’s 
name and years of service. 

Walter R. Cunningham, Psychology
David A. Jones, Botany
Murdo J. MacLeod, History
Stephen A. Saxon, Mathematics
Harry Shaw, English and Office of Academic  
 Support and Institutional Services
L. Elizabeth Seiberling, Physics
Douglas L. Smith, Geology
Eldon R. Turner, History
Henri A. Van Rinsvelt, Physics
Anne M. Wyatt-Brown, Linguistics
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, History

PAACT Welcomes New Students
Almost 6,800 new freshmen started their college careers at UF dur-
ing either the summer or fall 2004 semesters. Of these students, 
more than 300 signed up for PAACT, or Pledging to Achieve Aca-
demic Competence Together, a program for minority students. 
Run by the Office for Academic Support and Institutional Services 
(OASIS), PAACT’s goal is to increase the retention and gradua-
tion rates of minority students. As pictured to the left, the students 
participate in special week-long orientations during the week pre-
ceding the start of summer and fall classes. The orientation phase 
is followed by coordinated year-long support services for minority 
students in all colleges, and PAACT has been highly successful in 
helping students increase their grade point averages.
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1941
Walter L. Furman (MS, 
Physics; PhD, Mathemat-
ics, 1961) taught physics 
and mathematics for 30 
years at Spring Hill Col-
lege in Mobile, Alabama 
before going into the 
full-time ministry as a 
Catholic priest. After 24 
years of parish work,  
Reverend Furman has 
retired to the Jesuit 
retirement infirmary in 
New Orleans.
 

1952
Julian C. Bridges (BA, 
English, Mathematics 
and Psychology) retired 
in May 2004 after 
spending 31 years as a 
sociology professor at 
Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity in Abilene, Texas. 
He earned five degrees 
over a 21-year period, 
including an MA and 
PhD in sociology from 
UF in 1969 and 1973 

and a doctor of theol-
ogy degree from the 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
1961. He is the former 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas.
 

1962
Howard J. Wiarda (MA, 
Political Science; PhD, 
Political Science, 1965) 
recently left the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
after 38 years as a politi-
cal science professor to 
assume the position of 
head of the newly created 
Department of Inter-
national Affairs at the 
University of Georgia. 
His wife, Iêda Siqueira 
Wiarda, who also earned 
an MA and PhD in 
political science from UF 
in 1962 and 1968, has 
left her position at the 
Library of Congress to 
work half-time at UGA.

1966
Paul E. Riley (PhD, 
English) retired as an 
associate professor of 
humanities in 1993 at 
the University of Central 
Florida, after serving on 
the faculty for 35 years. 

1974
Ernest J. Lunsford 
(PhD, Spanish) has co-
authored a textbook for 
third- and fourth-year 
students of Spanish 
entitled En otras palabras: 
Perfeccionamiento del español 
por medio de la traducción. It 
was published in August 
2003 by Georgetown 
University Press. 

1976
Stephen Markel (BA, 
Asian Studies) holds a 
PhD in Indian art history 
and museum practice 
from the University of 
Michigan. A specialist in 
South Asian sculpture 
and decorative art, he is 
the curator and depart-
ment head of South and 
Southeast Asian Art at 
the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, where he 
has worked since 1983. 

1979
Charles W. McBur-
ney, Jr. (BA, Political 
Science) earned a law 
degree from UF in 1982 
and has practiced law in 
Jacksonville for 21 years. 
He recently formed his 
own firm, Law Office of 
Charles W. McBurney, 
Jr., specializing in busi-
ness law, commercial 
litigation and collections, 
creditors’ rights and 
bankruptcy. 

1980
Blake R. Nestok, MD 
(BS, Chemistry) has been 
admitted to the master of 
science degree program 
at Harvard University’s 
School of Public Health. 
He is a certified physi-
cian executive through 
the American College 
of Physician Executives, 
a partner with Greater 
Cincinnati Pathologists, 
Inc., and serves as medi-
cal director of Alliance 
Cytopathology Service in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

1981
Warren Thompson (BA, 
Religion) has completed 
nine years of service as 
an interfaith chaplain 
with Hospice of Marion 
County. He resides in 
Ocala, Florida with his 
wife Carole and daugh-
ters Brooke and Brianna. 

1983
Jeffrey Brickman (BA, 
English) received a law 
degree from UF in 1986. 
Most recently, he served 
as an assistant US attor-
ney for the northern 
district of Georgia until 
Governor Sonny Perdue 
appointed him district 
attorney of DeKalb 
County in February 
2004.

1991
Tad A. Yates (BA, Crim-
inal Justice) received a 
law degree from UF in 
1994 and practices at 
Kirkconnell, Lindsey, 
Snure & Yates, P.A. in 
Winter Park, Florida. He 
was recently awarded the 
Lawrence G. Mathews, 
Jr. Young Lawyer Pro-
fessionalism Award by 
the Orange County Bar 
Association, which also 
elected him to its execu-
tive council.

1992
Margaret Ioannides 
(BA, Political Science) is 
proud to announce the 
opening of her own law 
office in Austin, Texas, 
specializing in immigra-
tion and international 
law. She has worked in 
this field since earning 
her joint degree in law 
and foreign service from 
Georgetown University 
in 1996. Ioannides writes 
frequently on employ-
ment-based immigra-
tion topics and regularly 
speaks before profes-
sional and community 
groups.12

Keep in Touch 
with CLAS

we want to hear from you!
Send your update to: 

Editor 
PO Box 117300 

Gainesville FL 32611
Please include your degree (BA, MA, PhD, etc.),  

major/minor, graduation date and e-mail address  
if you have one. Photos are welcome too!

You can also e-mail your update to editor@clas.ufl.edu  
or visit http://clasnews.clas.ufl.edu/news/alumninotes/ 

updates.html to fill out an online update form. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Updates from CLASmatesalumninotes



1�

From 
the time 
her father, bob 
gill, opened the  
Sheraton Yankee Clipper and Sheraton Yankee Trader in the 
1950s, CLAS alumna Linda gill has had an inside view of how 
to run a successful hotel and become a leader in the hospitality 
industry. with years of hands-on training, she was named presi-
dent and CEO of gill hotels in February 2003.
  “Over the years, working at various jobs at both hotels was the best way to 
learn this business,” Gill says. “From the front desk to the behind-the-scenes 
operations that make a hotel run smoothly, I had the opportunity to gain the 
knowledge I need to ensure our hotels’ ongoing success.” 
 Gill Hotels is one of South Florida’s leading hotel companies and one 
of Broward County’s largest employers. Gill oversees all operations of the two 
landmark hotels and manages more than 600 employees, while her father con-
tinues to serve as an advisor. Like every successful leader, she manages the pres-
ent with an eye on the future.
  “We continually upgrade and improve the hotels, and are currently in the 
process of planning a major renovation,” she says. “We are focused on staying 
competitive and providing the improvements that will keep our guests happy 
and encourage them to return year after year.”
 The Sheraton Yankee Clipper, on Fort Lauderdale beach, was built in 
1956. It has 501 rooms, a conference center, steakhouse restaurant, an array of 
beachfront activities and the unique Wreck Bar, which has an underwater view 
of the main swimming pool. The Sheraton Yankee Trader, just one mile up the 
beach on A1A, has 459 rooms in two towers. It is distinguished by its confer-
ence center with ocean views, a poolside bar and grill overlooking the ocean and 
Shula’s On The Beach steakhouse.
  “I enjoy running the hotels,” Gill says. “Every day is filled with challenges 
and rewards. The hospitality business is all about working with people, and I 
have the benefit of working with a great staff to assure that each guest has an 
excellent stay with us.” 
 Working with people comes naturally to Gill, who studied psychology at 
UF, receiving a BA in 1975. Although she originally planned to return to col-
lege for a master’s degree in psychology, Gill realized her true passion was for 
the hospitality business. After taking several hospitality and finance courses at 
Florida International University and Florida Atlantic University and working at 
an accounting firm, she returned to Gill Hotels in 1985 as vice president. 
 In addition to her business commitments, Gill is known for her dedica-
tion to Florida’s tourism industry and to the community. She is active in her 
local Republican party and recently gave a generous donation in support of 

alumnispotlight

UF’s political campaigning program in the Depart-
ment of Political Science. “I stay involved in politics 
because I feel it is the only way to help make a dif-
ference in government, while promoting a better 
business climate,” she says. 
 She has held leadership positions on the board 
of directors of FLA USA, the Florida Hotel and 
Motel Association and the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Lodging & Hospitality Association. In 1993, she 
became the first woman to chair the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce. 
 “When I went into the hotel business, there 
weren’t many women in management positions,” 
she says. “I’m happy to say that now there are many 
more.” And when the time comes to hand over the 
reins of Gill Hotels, she hopes her 18-year-old 
daughter, Jenna, will be interested in taking over 
the family business. “She’s worked here during the 
summer and recently expressed an interest in com-
ing to work for the company,” Gill says. “It would 
be a thrill to teach my daughter this business.”

—Buffy Lockette

Co
ur

te
sy

 G
il
l 

H
o
te

ls



1�

Pruitt named 
Distinguished Alumnus

UF Historian Samuel Proctor
Receives an Honorary Degree
UF honored one of its own in July when it bestowed an honorary degree 
of public service on Samuel Proctor, the university’s official historian and 
a distinguished service professor of history. UF President Bernie Machen 
conferred the honorary degree on Proctor in front of an audience of more 
than 150 guests in the Keene Faculty Center, and a video message from 
Proctor’s former student, US Senator Bob Graham, was played during the 
ceremony. 
 Proctor earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in his-
tory from UF in 1941, 1942 and 1958. After serving in World War II, he 
started as a lecturer at the university in 1946, and was named UF’s official 
archivist and historian in 1951. In 1967, he established the Oral History 
Program in the Department of History to preserve eyewitness accounts of 
the economic, social, political, religious and intellectual life of Florida and 
the South. 
 Proctor was a founding member of the Southern Jewish Historical 
Society, and served in several capacities for the Southern Historical Asso-
ciation and the American Association for State and Local History. He has 
authored six books, published more than 80 articles and essays and served 
for 30 years as the editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
 Although he officially retired from UF in June 1996, Proctor has 
continued to serve as director emeritus of the Samuel Proctor Oral History 
Program, which is going digital, thanks to a generous $25,000 donation 
from UF alumni Caleb and Michele Grimes. In collaboration with the 
UF Digital Library Center and the Florida Center for Library Automa-
tion, the program is currently working to produce a digital catalogue of its 
archive. 
 With more than 4,000 interviews and thousands of pages of tran-
scripts, the program is the largest program of its kind in the South and one 
of the largest in the nation, eclipsing renowned programs at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the University of California, Los 
Angeles. This new initiative will allow the program to place its vast holdings 
on the Internet, making it easily accessible and searchable. 
 Grimes earned a BA with high honors in political science in 1975, 
and a law degree with honors in 1978. He married fel- low 
alumna Michele (Boardman) Grimes, who also received a law 
degree with honors from UF in 1978. The couple lives 
in Palmetto, Florida, and each practices law.
 About half of the collection should be accessible 
online by December 2004 and the remainder 
within the next year. Visit www. history. ufl.
edu/oral for more information.

Gary B. Pruitt, president and CEO of The McClatchy Com-
pany, has received a University of Florida Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. During the College of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences’ spring commencement ceremony in May, Pruitt was 
honored by UF President Bernie Machen and CLAS Dean 
Neil Sullivan for his distinguished service, dedication and 
success in his career as a media lawyer and head of McClatchy, 
one of the nation’s largest and most successful newspaper 
chains.
 Pruitt got his start in the newspaper business as a 
media lawyer, after earning a bachelor’s degree with high 
honors in political science from UF in 1978, and a master’s 
degree in public policy and a law degree from the University 
of California at Berkeley in 1981 and 1982. He practiced First 
Amendment, libel and public access law at Miami’s Paul & 
Thomson legal firm for two years, working with such clients 
as The Miami Herald, The New York Times and CBS, before joining 
McClatchy in 1984. In 1996, at the age of 38, Pruitt was pro-
moted to head of the company. 
 As chairman, president and CEO of McClatchy, 
headquartered in Sacramento, California, Pruitt oversees 
29 newspapers across the US, including the Raleigh News and 
Observer, the Anchorage Daily News, the Minneapolis-St. Paul Star 
Tribune, The Sacramento Bee, The Modesto Bee and The Fresno Bee. 
 “I am delighted to call Gary a friend,” says The New 
York Times publisher, Arthur O. Sulzberger, Jr. “He’s one of 
the few at his level of this business to whom I would turn to 
for advice and guidance. I believe there are many others in 
the newspaper business who feel as I do about him.”
 Pruitt is married to a 1980 UF journalism graduate, 
Abby, also an attorney, and they have two daughters.
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UF President Bernie Machen 
(right) presents Samuel Proc-
tor with an honorary degree 
of public service diploma.
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Jewish Studies Hosts  
Shorstein Lecture Series 
As part of its outreach efforts, the Center for Jewish Studies has long 
encouraged faculty to share their expertise beyond the UF campus. In a 
tangible example of that outreach, the center offered a new lecture series in 
Jacksonville during the 2003–2004 academic year. 
 Through the Bess K. Shorstein Lecture Series, four UF faculty from 
the Center for Jewish Studies—English Professor Andrew Gordon, Religion 
Professors Leah Hochman and James Mueller and Political Science Profes-
sor Patricia Woods—spoke to Jacksonville audiences on topics ranging from 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and social movements in Israel to the perceptions of 
Jews in Germany and images of Florida in Jewish-American literature. The 
lectures drew audiences of 100 to 300 at the Jacksonville Jewish Center.
 Funded by the Shorstein Family Foundation, the lecture series hon-
ored the former secretary to the director of the Jacksonville Jewish Com-
munity Council, Bess K. Shorstein, whose sons Bud, Harry and Jack each 
earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from UF. Harry 
and Jack also earned UF law degrees. Bud Shorstein says the series was an 
appropriate way to honor the memory of his mother. “Although she never 
attended UF, her three sons have three undergraduate and two post-gradu-
ate degrees from the university.” Shorstein notes that two of the brothers 
met their wives in Gainesville, and the UF connection goes even deeper. 
“Since September 1947, 57 years ago, a son, daughter-in-law, grandson or 
great grandson has matriculated at the university for 38 of those years.”
 In addition to the Shorstein family, the individual lectures were spon-
sored by UF alumni Ronald and Joan Levin, the Dubow Family Founda-
tion, the Seymour Marco Family Foundation and the Anspacher Family 
Foundation. Additional sponsors were the Jewish Community 
Center, the Jewish Federation of Jacksonville and the 
synagogues in that community.

Calling All Psychology Alumni
UF’s Department of Psychology has formed an advisory board, guided 
by alumni, to increase support for the department, raise funds and 
strengthen the relationship between its students, faculty and alumni. 
Chaired by Thomas Pye, who earned a BA in psychology in 1979 and is 
now a lawyer in the Gainesville area, the advisory board was established, 
in large part, to raise funds to be used in doubling the size of the Psy-
chology Building by adding an extension wrapping around the existing 
facility. The board also aims to create endowed professorships within 
the department. 
 “Our faculty and space challenges really are the result of the fun-
damental challenge to our department, which is the need for additional 
funding,” says Psychology Department Chair Martin Heesacker. “What 
separates the top research universities from the rest is strong financial 
support. To be a top department of psychology we need to enhance our 
overall level of funding.” 
 The board will advise Heesacker in departmental fundraising 
efforts associated with academic enhancement, alumni outreach and 
the construction of the new addition to the Psychology Building. Mem-
bers of the board include Psychology Professor Henry Pennypacker; 
alumni Robert A. Levitt, PhD, 1965; Jackie Orlando, MA, rehabilita-
tion counseling, 1963; and Wallace Prophet, BS, MA and PhD, 1951, 
1952 and 1958. They will serve as ambassadors between the department 
and its alumni and identify ways of keeping alumni informed and 
involved. The board is planning to hold regular receptions for alumni 
and create an alumni newsletter. In an effort to reach out to alumni, 
the department recently mailed out a survey to all psychology graduates 
asking for their current address and requesting feedback on the types 
of events they would like to see organized and what news they would like 
to receive. If you did not receive a survey or failed to fill it out, you can 
complete it online at www.psych.ufl.edu under the “Alumni” heading. 
More information on the planned renovation, goals of the department 
and upcoming alumni events also may be found on the site.
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Architect’s rendering of the proposed Psychology Building addition.

The Seymour Marco 
Family Foundation 
represented by 
David Marco (left) 
sponsored a lecture, 
and Bud Shorstein's 
(right) family founda-
tion, the Shorstein 
Family Foundation, 
sponsored the 
entire lecture 
series.
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College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
University of Florida
2014 Turlington hall
PO box 117300
gainesville FL 32611-7300

The College of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences at the University of Florida is 
the largest college on campus, with 
more than 800 faculty mem-
bers who teach more than 
35,000 students each year. 
CLAS has 12,000 students 
pursuing 35 majors and 
40 minors through 23 
departments, four aca-
demic programs and five 
centers. In addition, the 
college is home to 32 cen-
ters and institutes, including 
the France-Florida Research 
Institute, the Center for African 
Studies and the Land Use and Envi-
ronmental Change Institute.

http://clasnew
s.clas.ufl.edu

On March 1, UF held a restoration celebration 
ceremony for the Women’s Gym, which will be 
renamed Kathryn Chicone Ustler Hall. As a result 
of a generous gift from UF alumna Kathryn Chi-
cone Ustler, and matching funds from the state of 
Florida, the 14,700 square-foot, three-level facility 
will house classrooms, seminar rooms, and faculty 
and administrative offices for the Center for Wom-
en’s Studies and Gender Research. Ustler Hall will 

Ustler Hall Restoration Underway
be the first UF academic building named solely 
after a woman.
 The Women’s Gym was the first permanent 
structure at the University of Florida intended 
for campus-wide use. “The New Gym,” as it was 
called, opened in 1919 after Gainesville citizens 
donated funds to overcome a budgetary shortfall. 
The excitement generated by the community 
effort led then UF President A.A. Murphree 
and the mayor of Gainesville to invite the New 
York Giants baseball team to use the new gym 
for spring training, and the team accepted. The 
auditorium and gym became a focal point of 
campus activity.
 The building was designated the Women’s 
Gymnasium in 1948 when UF officially became 
coeducational. The university received state 
funds to demolish the Women’s Gym in 1979, 
but an interest in preserving original campus 
structures prevailed. In 1988, the building was 
granted protection under the National Register 
of Historic Places. The restoration is expected to 
be completed by next summer.
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Kay Chicone Ustler (right) is a 1961 UF sociology graduate, 
and her son Craig Ustler (left) earned his bachelor's degree 
in economics from CLAS in 1991.


