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SPECIAL EDITION 

Ken Keene (Math, ’47) and  
his wife Janet have gra- 
ciously provided funds to 

the College of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences to transform the old banquet 
room of Dauer Hall into a long-
needed faculty center.  The Con-
necticut couple, who restore his-
toric houses as a hobby, were struck 
by the opportunity to resuscitate an 
important campus structure.  Their 
vision has resulted in an end prod-
uct of the highest quality.
     Work on the Keene Faculty 
Center, which began in March, has 

included repairing and refinishing 
the original oak floors, fully 
restoring all the original windows 
and recovering sections of the room 
that had been enclosed for duct 
and mechanical work in years past.  
Modern additions include kitchen 
and bathroom facilities and a much 
enlarged version of the original 
balcony.                   
     Thanks to the Keenes, the new 
faculty center promises to be both a 
testament to the past and a central 
part of faculty and university life at 
CLAS for years to come.✎ 

Ken and Janet Keene (left) have 
given generously to the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences.  In 
addition to funding the Keene 
Faculty Center, they have donated 
$3 million toward renovating Keene-
Flint Hall, established a scholarship 
endowment for undergraduates and 
a fellowship for graduate students.

     This special edition of CLAS 
notes  commemorates the dedica-
tion of an important new facility for 
CLAS.  The Keene Faculty Center 
offers an example of many facets of 
university interests coming together 
to maximum advantage.  We see here 
the transforming power of historic 
renovation, the critical role played by 
private giving, and both the social and 
academic potential now available to 
the faculty from this wonderful facil-
ity.  The Keene Faculty Center will be 
a focal point for countless CLAS and 
UF activities.  
     It will also serve as a clear mea-
sure of how private funding permits 
a more elegant and beautiful Center 
compared to that possible using only 
state funds.  The project is replete with 
fine workmanship, special features, and 
attractive furnishings that will make its 
use more memorable and enjoyable.  A 
first rate university deserves an equally 
grand faculty center, and the Keenes 
have now made this possible.  
     Janet and Kenneth Keene earn our 
deepest gratitude for their enlightened 
philanthropy that is directed to stu-
dents, faculty, and historic renovation 
of UF buildings.  The total fruits of 
their giving are too numerous to detail 
here.  The project that we honor today, 
the Keene Faculty Center, will stimu-
late scholarly exchange and learning 
through the many diverse activities 
that will bloom and prosper within 
its walls.  
 Many thanks to the Keenes for 
their generosity and warm friendship 
to CLAS.

Finally, A Faculty Center

Keene Faculty Center Opens
Dedication Ceremony Held Today

The newly renovated Keene Faculty Center (above) was 
built in 1936 as the University’s Banquet Hall.



Although the Keene Faculty Center opens its doors for the first time today, the 
space it occupies has a long and diverse history.  Built in the late 1930s as the Univer-
sity’s Banquet Hall, this elegant room—the upper portion of a two-story Food Services 
building—was attached to the original Florida Union (Dauer Hall) on the east, and the 
University Dining Hall (also known as The Commons and later named Johnson Hall) 
on the west.
      As one of the earliest directors of the Florida Union, William E. Rion has seen 
a lot of activity in the old Banquet Hall.  “When the building opened in 1936 or ‘37,” 
says Rion, “the basement portion was used as a short order cafe and bookstore while the 
upper portion was used for banquets.   It was a pretty room,” Rion continues, “and a 
great multi-purpose facility…. It featured chandeliers left over from the construction of 
University Auditorium.”  
      During WWII, Army officers-in-training lived in UF dorms and used 
the room as a mess hall.  After the War, the Banquet Hall was officially des-
ignated part of the Union and became known as the Florida Union Social 
Room.  Although most large University dinner events shifted to the Hub after 
its construction in 1950, UF still used the Union Social Room as a banquet 
hall on occasion, most notably for the annual Caribbean Conference.  In the 
50s and 60s the Social Room was used for a variety of student activities like 
information fairs, student elections and pep rallies.  “We held smaller campus 
dances there almost every Friday night,” explains Rion, “and street dances right 
outside for the larger crowds.”  Social Room parties often featured a three-
piece band that played from the balcony down to guests and dancers below.
      One of the more interesting and regular activities held in the Social 
Room, according to Rion, was the annual series of international dinners.  
“These student-planned dinners were held once a month or so,” he recalls, 
“and featured food, artifacts, music and speakers from a certain country.  
Students wore traditional dress and exhibited great pride in sharing the culture of their 
homelands.  For more than a decade, these high-profile events provided significant stu-
dent/faculty involvement.”
      After the Florida Union (now the J. Wayne Reitz Union) moved to its current 
location on Museum Road in 1967,  Dauer Hall was turned over to the College of Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences to help provide badly needed space for faculty offices, classrooms 
and departments.  From 1970 until 1997, the Social Room served as a language labora-
tory, complete with nearly 50 listening stations.   
  When the preservation-minded Keenes stepped forward to help renovate the 
structure last year, their interests fit perfectly with the broad historic renovation plans of 
CLAS.  This project both restores a beautiful room to its original dignity and re-inserts 
it squarely back into the center of campus life.  “Since for many decades it was a signifi-
cant nonacademic gathering space for students,” says Rion, “it’s nice to see this room 
once again used to enhance out-of-the classroom collegiality—and this time for faculty, 
who really need such a space.”✎

The University Banquet Hall, later 

known as the Florida Union Social  

Room, has gone through many changes 

in usage.   In the upper left corner of 

this photograph of a 1962 Union print 

sale (above) part of the banquet hall’s 

original balcony is visible.  After the 

room was converted to a language 

lab in 1970 (below) the balcony was 

completely removed.  In the new Keene 

Faculty Center, the balcony has been 

restored and enlarged.
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In the 50s and 60s 

the old Banquet Hall 

was used for dances 

(above), conferences 

(left), information 

fairs (below, left) and 

international dinners 

(below, right).
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William E. Rion, Director
Florida Union / J. Wayne 
Reitz Union (1948-1986)
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Alistair Duckworth  English
Fred Gregory   History
Sheila Dickison  Classics
John Moore   Anthropology
Richard Scher   Political Science
Joann Mossa   Geography
Alice Harmon   Botany
Chuck Hooper   Physics
Bernard Mair   Mathematics
Marcia lsaacson  Fine Arts
Joe Glover, Chair  College Office 

This is a wonderfully generous and well-directed 
gift.  For the twenty-five years that I have taught 
here I’ve wondered why a major university had 
nothing for the faculty in the way of a center or 
club; it seemed utterly anomalous. The Keene 
Faculty Center fills this gap admirably, and the 
Keenes deserve our profound gratitude for their 
thoughtfulness and support.

—Alistair Duckworth, English

—Joe Glover, CLAS Associate Dean 
    for Faculty Affairs

It will be wonderful for faculty to have a place 
to go to read journals or just to get out of their 
office environments and into a comfortable, 
beautiful space.  The Center could be used 
for symposia, concerts and small intimate 
performances for faculty and UF groups, 
and it would be an ideal place to take visiting 
professors and job candidates.

—Marcia Isaacson, Fine Arts

A New Place for Faculty

Thanks to the generosity of the Keenes, the 
faculty have a stately and elegant Center to 
encourage the informal intellectual exchanges 
and conversations which stimulate innovation 
and scholarship.  It  will quickly become central 
to campus life, since it will serve as a versatile 
facility for scholarly activity and associated 
academic events, including conferences, 
symposia, performances, receptions, and 
dinners.  

In Their Own Words

The Keene Faculty Center features 
dining areas and work tables, as well as 
comfortable seating arrangements like the 
one pictured above.

Keene Faculty Center
Advisory Board

1998-99 Board

The Keene Faculty Center (view from balcony).  

An advisory board will help shape the Center’s 
function and usage.  The board, appointed by 
the Dean and chaired by the Associate Dean 
for Faculty Affairs, will consist of nine faculty 
members from CLAS (three from each division) 
and one or two faculty members from other UF 
colleges.


