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Integrity, pride and
commitment are words
I live every day.

I retired from the
City of  Madison Fire
Department, where I
worked from 1980 until
2012 with eight of  those
years serving as Fire
Chief. In 1994, I was
elected to the Board of
County Commission-
ers where I served 15
years.

Here is where a lit-
tle housekeeping is in
order: On August 8,
2012, I was charged
with Florida Statute
839.12: Officer Failing
to Keep Record of
Cash. This was strictly
concerning my volun-
teering as Acting Trea-
surer for the Madison
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. This in no way
had anything to do
with my commission
work. Everything was
settled on April 30,
2013. I have never done
anything wrong to my
knowledge – never
have, never will!

During my tenure
on the Board of  County
Commissioners, some
of  the things I was in-
strumental in accom-
plishing are as follows:

New Emergency•
Management Services
Building

New Senior Citizen•
Building

Two new garbage•
collection sites: San Pe-
dro and Sirmons

A good number of

road pavings: Lee Av-
enue, Georgetown Ex-
tension, Fellowship
Road, Mt. Olive Road
and County Road 360

I was also instru-
mental in coordinating
a new “mine” park in
Georgetown. I worked
collectively with Emer-
gency Management
and the Sheriff ’s Office
on better communica-
tions in the county. In
addition, while work-
ing as Fire Chief  for
the City of  Madison, I
played a large part in
accruing a new ladder
fire truck.

What I’m saying
folks, I am the same Al-
fred Martin that you
have always been able
to call on in times of
good and bad. If  you
need me all you have to
do is call me and I
promise you, just like
before, I will be there to
see about your needs.

But now good folks
I need your help. Let 15
years of  experience
and commitment con-
tinue to work for you.
Please come out and go
to the polls on August
26, 2014, and vote Al-
fred Martin to once
again have integrity
and commitment as
your County Commis-
sioner, District 4.

I humbly ask for
your vote and support.

Also, early voting
begins August 16th and
runs through August
23rd.

15 YEARS of
experience working

for YOU!

Vote For Alfred J.
Martin

County Commission 
District 4

Paid Political Advertisement paid for and 
approved by Alfred J. Martin, Democrat 

for County Commission, District 4

Update:
Cherry Lake
Water Tests
Come Back
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

According to
surface wa-
ter tests,

the water in Cherry
Lake is safe for swim-
ming, skiing and oth-
er recreational
activity, said Bill Gib-
son of  the Madison
County Health De-
partment, Environ-
mental Health
Division.  After col-
lecting samples last
week, the health de-
partment got the re-
sults back Friday,
Aug. 1, and found that
the lake water passed
the test for swimming,
since the tests for
harmful bacteria had
come back at less than
CFU (colony-forming
unit) per billion, or a
near-unmeasurable
amount. 

“River water test-
ing is done the same
way,” Gibson stated,
adding that it was the
first time he was
aware of  that Cherry
Lake had been tested.
However, according to
a recent Florida
statute, all bodies of
water used for swim-
ming are supposed to
be tested every month
during the summer
months, and Gibson
said that would be the
case from now on with

Cherry Lake.
Robert Freeman,

the Cherry Lake resi-
dent who would like to
see the lake get more
attention,  said he still
has concerns, because
he doesn't know exact-
ly where the water
samples were drawn
on the lake – there are
areas that are worse
than others – and he
would have liked to
have been there to see,
and to point out some
of  the worst spots.  

He still doesn't
trust that the water is
safe and won't be
swimming in it him-
self.  The water, which
he described as a kind

of  lime green when
the first Cherry Lake
story ran in the July 9
edition of  the Madi-
son County Carrier, is
now brown, and be-
sides himself, there
are other residents
who don't want to go
in the water.  He has
also noticed a few vis-
itors who have decid-
ed not to go into the
water as soon as they
saw what it looked
like.

“It's the worst I've
ever seen it,” he said.  

He is still working
on forming an associ-
ation of  lake residents
to bring attention to
Cherry Lake. 
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Cherry Lake has some residents concerned,
although recent water samples collected by the
Madison County Health Department sent for test-
ing, indicate that the water is safe for recreational
use; the water will also be tested every month dur-
ing the summer as required by law. Resident
Robert Freeman, however, said he will continue his
efforts to form an association of Cherry Lake resi-
dents to bring attention to the lake.  

Man In
Serious

Condition
After Hit
And Run

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

AMadison res-
ident was
left lying in

the middle of  the road-
way on Old County
Camp Road on Monday,
August 4 at 10:07 p.m.,
after being struck and
run over by an un-
known vehicle. 

According to the
Florida Highway Patrol
report, the vehicle was
traveling west on Old
County Camp Road,
just east of  Pineland
Avenue and failed to ob-
serve the pedestrian,
identified as Marcus
Arnold, 36, of  Madison.
The vehicle ran over
Arnold and then failed
to remain on scene. The
driver is unknown at
this time.

Arnold was trans-
ported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital in
serious condition. Ac-
cording to the FHP re-
port, this was not an
alcohol related incident
for Arnold.

If  you have any in-
formation regarding
the hit and run that oc-
curred on Old County
Camp Road, contact the
Florida Highway Patrol
at (850) 410-3046.

Congressional Happenings
During Week Of July 21-25
Following are

some of  the
issues that

dominated Congress
during the week of
July 21-25 and how
elected officials in the
2nd Congressional Dis-
trict voted on some of
the measures.  

Illegal Migrant
Children Border Cri-
sis: A House Republi-
can working group
issued a set of  recom-
mendations, including
the deployment of  the
National Guard to the
U.S.-Mexico border.
President Obama dis-
patched a team of  De-
fense and Homeland
Security department
officials to determine
the value of  that de-
ployment.

Child Tax Credit -
Not for Illegals: The
House passed a mea-

sure 237 to 173 that
would modify the Child
Tax Credit, allowing
married taxpayers
with higher incomes to
claim its benefit by in-
creasing the income
amount at which it
phases out from
$110,000 to $150,000 for
married couples (but
leaving the $75,000
threshold for unmar-
ried filers unchanged)
and indexing the $1,000
credit and income
thresholds to inflation.
The House added a pro-
vision that would re-
quire the Social
Security Number of  a
filer be disclosed in or-
der to claim the refund-
able portion of  the
credit to block illegal
immigrants from the
credit. Currently, the
measure offers a $1,000
credit for each child

under age 17 - which be-
gins to phase out for
unmarried individuals
at $75,000 and married
couples at $110,000.

Funding for Bor-
der Children: The De-
mocrat-led Senate is
considering a bill that
would provide $2.7 bil-
lion in supplemental
funding to finance ille-
gal immigrants coming
across the border. The
Republican-led House
is calling for policy
changes as a condition
for approval and is con-
sidering a proposal of
$1.5 billion for the bor-
der crisis.��

U.S. Forces in
Iraq: The House took
up a resolution that
would bar the Presi-
dent from deploying or
keeping U.S. armed
forces in ongoing com-
bat in Iraq unless he

gets authority from
Congress.

Health Care Law
Dispute: A three-judge
panel of  the U.S. Court
of  Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit ruled that the
federal government
may not subsidize the
insurance premiums of
individuals receiving
coverage through the
federal exchange.�

House Rules Com-
mittee Backs Lawsuit
Against President:
The panel voted 7-4 in
favor of  authorizing
Speaker John Boehn-
er’s legal challenge to
the President’s use of
executive actions.

U.N. Convention
on the Rights of  Per-
sons with Disabili-
ties: The Senate
Foreign Relations Com-

See Happenings On
Page 3A

Tentative
Millage
Rate For
County 

Established

The Madison
Commission
approved the

tentative millage rate of
10 mils at the Aug. 1
special meeting.  The
tentative rate, a carry-
over from last year's
rate of  10 mils, will be
discussed at public
hearings before it be-
comes official and is
sent to to the Property
Appraiser. 

Also, the commis-
sioners scheduled the
date for the first public
hearing: Sept. 10, at 5:30
p.m.  Members of  the
public are encouraged
to attend.  As always,
there will be a sign-up
sheet for those who
wish to address the
commission during the
public input segment.

Madison
County 

Building 
Dept. 

Collects
$10,645.81

In Fees
By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The July per-
mit report for
M a d i s o n

County Building De-
partment shows there
was a total of  77 per-
mits issued. This is up
from 74 permits issued
in June. There was one
new residential con-
struction and $645.29
was collected in fees.
The electrical permit
was the highest issued
with 25 permits and
$2,285.33 was collected
in fees. The other per-

See Permits On Page 3A

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris,
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National Security

Unbroken” is
the title of
Laura Hillen-

brand’s 2010 best-seller
about the life and times
of  Louie Zamperini.
Louie died a couple of
weeks ago in Southern
California at the grand
old age of  97. Hillen-
brand’s book is set to be
released in
a major mo-
tion picture
later this
year. She is
also the au-
thor of
“ S e a b i s -
c u i t ”  
about the
l e g e n d a r y
race horse
that also
was the sub-
ject of  a
p o p u l a r
movie.   

Louie Zamperini
moved with his family
at a young age to the
South Bay city of  Tor-
rance, California.  As a
youth, he was high en-
ergy and constantly in
trouble with local au-
thorities for pranks
and thievery. He always
led the police on chas-
es, overmatching them.
His older brother Pete
saw that he could chan-
nel Louie’s energy into
running and in short
order, was running
faster and farther than
all the competition. He
set his sights on the
1936 Olympic Games.

Louie was really a
‘miler’ but he was so
young that he had no
chance of  making the
US team in the 1500 me-
ter race. At the last
minute, he changed to
the longer 5000 meter
race, a new event for
the teenager. With just
four races under his
belt, he made the US
team and set sail for
Berlin. Track was even
more popular in those
days and Louie was the
pride of  hometown Tor-
rance.

At Berlin, Louie
qualified for the final
5000 meter race. He was
well back in the pack
but a furious kick dur-
ing the last lap brought
him up to 7th place and
thrilled the German au-
dience. He was taken
into the center viewing
box to meet none other
than Adolf  Hitler. Poli-
tics wasn’t important
to a teenager and of
course, this event hap-
pened years before the
horrors of  the Third
Reich were revealed.

Back home, Louie
accepted a scholarship
offer from Southern
California to run track
while studying. He set
his sights on the 1940
Olympics but world
conflict caused that
event to be cancelled.
Zamp joined the mili-
tary and began train-
ing as a bombardier.
When America joined
the war in late 1941, he
was finishing his train-
ing and ready to accept
a commission.

The popular
bomber to fly was the
sleek B-17. Instead,
Louie was assigned to
the ungainly B-24 Lib-
erator. He joined a crew
and they began to fly

their assigned aircraft.
As 1942 progressed and
his unit achieved com-
bat ready status, they
flew to Hawaii and into
war.

After several har-
rowing combat mis-
sions, Louie’s crew was
assigned another air-
craft and sent to search
for a missing B-24 in
the Central Pacific.  It
was May 1943 and an
aircraft emergency led
to their crash at sea.
Three of  the 11 sur-
vived the crash, includ-
ing Louie, his pilot
Russ Phillips and tail
gunner Francis McNa-
mara. They were adrift
at sea with very little
provisions, encircled
by sharks.  

On day 33 following
the crash,
McNamara
died. Once
they were
strafed by a
J a p a n e s e
p l a n e .  
The two 
a v i a t o r s
p a t c h e d
their rid-
dled raft
and kept
fl o a t i n g
with the
c u r r e n t

westward toward
Japanese held islands.
Sharks were a constant
menace.  

On day 47, after
drifting more than two
thousand miles, the two
men were taken prison-
er by the Japanese
Navy. Initially they
were well treated for
their injuries by med-
ical authorities, but
when they entered the
Japanese prisoner of
war system, they were
horribly abused. For
more than two years
through a succession of
prisons, they survived
using their wit and
faith. Because Louie
was an Olympic athlete
and celebrity, he was
singled out for ‘special
treatment.’  

With the war over
in the fall of  1945, Louie
returned to Torrance
and his family. On the
outside, he looked fine,
but there was a lot
wrong with him on the
inside.  Today, we might
call this PTSD, post-
traumatic stress disor-
der. There were
nightmares and dis-
trust. To dull the pain,
Louie retreated to alco-
hol. 

Four years later
with his new marriage
in jeopardy, Louie at-
tended a Billy Graham
Crusade in Los Ange-
les. The topic for that
evening was the 8th

Chapter of  Saint John’s
Gospel where Jesus en-
counters the adulterer.
The officials are testing
Christ by using the Mo-
saic law of  stoning as
the appropriate punish-
ment. Jesus’ response
is, “Let him who is
without sin cast the
first stone.” Louie
found redemption in
this passage and
turned away from sin
toward a better life. 

Two months before
Louie’s death, he was
announced as the
grand marshal for the
2015 Tournament of
Roses Parade whose
theme “Inspiring Sto-
ries” epitomizes his
life. He will retain that
honor and serve
posthumously, a fitting
tribute to a great man.
As Saint Paul says in
his second letter to
Timothy 4:7, “I have
fought the good fight; I
have finished the race; I
have kept the faith.” So
did Louie.

Ihave written
several articles
c o n c e r n i n g

gluten-free baking and
substituting products
such as coconut, beans
and rice for wheat
flours, but since most
people use wheat flour
(the most common
flour used in baking),
knowing the difference
between the different
types of  wheat flours
and how they affect
baking can be useful,
especially when diag-

nosing baking problems or for changing a recipe
to suit your taste.

What distinguishes the difference between
wheat flours on the grocery shelves is the amount
of  gluten they contain. (Which is also good infor-
mation for those who are sensitive to gluten, but
still may use some wheat flour). The word gluten
can be substituted with the word protein and it is
what gives baked goods their structure. Heavily
mixing batter or kneading dough can cause the
gluten to become stronger and more elastic, in-
creasing the gluten in the flour further.

Bread flour is at the top of  the
strong/hard/high-protein flour list, having one of
the highest gluten contents, around 13 to 14 per-
cent. This makes sense because you want your
bread dough to be elastic and smooth so it will
form a chewy crust that will hold together. It is
also good for pizza dough.

Whole-wheat flour is also high in gluten con-
tent, making it best for bread baking but is more
nutritious than bleached (white) flours as it con-
tains the bran and germ that all-purpose flours
have removed. The amount of  gluten content de-
pends of  the type of  wheat used. The US tradi-
tionally uses red wheat that has 15 to 16 percent
gluten content and produces a heavier product
that has a distinctive flavor. White whole-wheat
has almost as many nutrients as red wheat, but
has a lower gluten content, 9 to 11 percent, giving
a lighter product with a less bitter taste.

All-purpose flour is a middle-of-the-road flour
as far as gluten content, containing around 12
percent. This flour is the best for low-mainte-
nance bakers who prefer to use only one flour be-
cause it can be used for many types of  baked
goods. Bread, cakes, pastries, pasta, cookies and
pizza dough will all turn out well with this flour
and only professional bakers may be able to dis-
tinguish the difference between baked goods
made with this common flour or one considered a
specialty flour.

Pastry flour is towards the bottom of  the
soft/weak/low-protein list, making it best used
for more tender baked goods. Pastry flour has a
gluten content of  around 9 to 10 percent and
makes excellent biscuits, muffins, cookies, pie
dough and softer yeast doughs. There is also a
whole-wheat version of  this flour.

Cake flour has slightly lower gluten content
than pastry flour, anywhere around 7.5 to 9 per-
cent, and creates a very soft, fine texture. This
flour is preferable for cakes and pastries.

Self-Rising flour is basically all-purpose flour
that has leavening added, intended to give the
busy baker a shortcut by combining these two in-
gredients, along with salt. It may not work for
every recipe as leavening amounts may vary with
recipes and combining ingredients ahead will
cause the flour to quickly lose its rising effective-
ness, making baking even more unpredictable. I
have recipes handed down to me that call for self-
rising flour and will usually use this flour only in
those specific recipes.

If  you’re not an avid baker, there is no reason
to have all these flours on hand. As stated above,
all-purpose flour will work for just about any
recipe. Cakes and pastries may be a bit heavier
and bread may not be as crusty or chewy, but all-
purpose will get you by. However, if  you like to ex-
periment, flour is relatively inexpensive and it
can be fun to see the effects different flours can
have in your baked goods.

Unless you’re one of  those cooks/bakers who
has an organized, always stocked and labeled
pantry, at some point you will find yourself  in the
middle of  a recipe and realize that an ingredient
you thought you had, you don’t. In the case of
flours, there are ways to substitute without much,

or any, notice in the final baked good. Here is a list
of  some common substitutions you can make if
you find yourself  short on flour:

• 1 cup sifted cake flour = 1 cup minus 2 table-
spoons sifted all-purpose

• 1 cup all-purpose = 1 cup plus 1 tablespoon
pastry flour

• 1 cup pastry flour = 1 cup minus 1 tablespoon
all-purpose

• 1 cup self-rising flour = 1 cup minus 1 table-
spoon all-purpose plus 1 ½ tsp baking powder and
1/8 teaspoon salt OR 1 cup minus 2 tablespoons
bread flour plus 2 tablespoons cornstarch

Now that you know the flour rules, let me say,
“Rules are made to be broken.” I make a lot of
cookies, but am always playing with ingredients
and amounts when baking. I love the taste of  the
standard chocolate chip cookie made from the
popular recipe printed on the back of  a chocolate
chips bag, but I prefer a thicker and chewier cook-
ie and one that has more of  a “bite” to it. For
years I made my chocolate chip cookies using this
recipe, altering it only by reducing the butter in
order to give me a cookie with more “chew.”
When talking cookies with a fellow baker one day,
he suggested I try making my cookies with bread
flour to increase their structure. His suggestion
makes perfect sense because the extra
protein/gluten in bread flour does give more
structure to baked goods, resulting in a chewier
texture. He suggested I add the initial amount of
butter in the recipe back in, but I opted to go with
my amount and instead increased the brown sug-
ar to help tenderize the cookies. With a few other
minor changes, I had exactly what I was looking
for. My cookies came out looking hefty, not flat,
and had the chewiness I prefer in cookies.

Knowing how ingredients work and the dif-
ferences they can make in baking will allow you
to change, or create, a recipe to suit your own per-
sonal taste. My cookie recipe is a great example of
how to manipulate ingredients to gain the results
you desire. If  you would like to try these cookies,
I’m including my recipe that uses bread flour in-
stead of  all-purpose. Decide for yourself  which
version you like best, and with your new knowl-
edge on flours, maybe you can do some experi-
menting of  your own. Happy baking!

My Favorite Chocolate Chip Cookies

2¼ c. bread flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
¾ c. unsalted butter, softened
1 c. dark brown sugar
½ c. granulated sugar
2 tsps. vanilla extract
2 eggs
1 (12 oz.) pkg. semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 ½ c. chopped nuts

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Combine flour,
soda and salt in a small bowl; set aside. In a large
bowl, combine butter, sugars, vanilla and eggs;
beat until well combined. Add flour mixture and
beat just until combined. Stir in chocolate chips
and nuts. Drop by tablespoonfuls onto ungreased
cookie sheets. (If  you have problems with stick-
ing, use parchment paper; greasing the cookie
sheet can cause cookies to flatten). Bake about 10
minutes or until golden brown. Allow cookies to
sit on baking sheet about two minutes before
moving to a rack to cool completely.
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VIEWPOINTS & OPINIONS

Letter To The Editor

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

Searching For
Ambrosia

Rose Klein
Columnist

Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma, as sent to this newspaper.
- All submitted letters must be 600 words or less -

Knowledge Gives 
Flour Power

Unbroken

Iam concerned that the il-
legal aliens that recently
entered the county in the

boarder serge will be permitted
to come to Madison County. I
would like to be proactive as a
resident of  Madison county and
ask our county commissioners
and school superintendent if
they are going to make sure that
persons who are in our country
illegally will be stopped from
taking resources from our citi-
zens here in Madison County.

Will the illegal alien be re-
quired to show ID to open a
bank account, enroll in school,
vote, or register vehicles? Some
cities are being told they can ex-
cuse these requirements. I am
not afraid to say I cannot help
these "poor people" when I have
to ask, "Which one of  my family

or community members are go-
ing to go without as an illegal
alien "takes"? Or, "Which law en-
forcement officer is going on the
call for a person that is Not a cit-
izen and is not a tax payer?" or
"What about the teacher who
has to change the classroom for
a non-English speaker?"

Now if  the federal govern-
ment is allowing illegal aliens to
walk our streets, then maybe
they should pay for it. This
county would be well served to
be proactive and set aside funds
to bus any illegal alien caught to
the Washington DC.’s Immigra-
tion Field office at 2675 Prosper-
ity Ave., Fairfax, VA 22031. Use
our newly, hardworking busi-
ness owner Annett Bus lines to
bus them to Jacksonville to take
the Amtrak Train. Amtrak’s

number is call 1-800-872-7245.
On a final note, even if  the

federal government was willing
to "pay for it" they cannot be
trusted to see that illegal aliens
are fairly processed. And I
mean, fair to US. It seems that
the fundamental transforma-
tion of  America by Mr. Obama
is resulting in our traditions to
be ignored, and the laws of  the
land to be ignored. Does Mr.
Montford still support Mr. Oba-
ma? If  so, why? Now, will the lo-
cal businesses be ready to NOT
salivate over the hefty ebt cards
that the government may give
these illegal aliens!? If  not, and
they support these illegal aliens
settling here, then they will be
selling their souls and the souls
of  our county!

Nancy Moral

Illegal Aliens

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 9, 2014

Learning how ingredients work allows you to
personalize your baked goods in order to suit your
own taste, such as how I did with my chocolate chip
cookies.



By Lazaro Aleman
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Florida’s sea-
sonally ad-
j u s t e d

unemployment rate
dropped to 6.2 percent
in June, slightly down
from the 6.3 percent in
May and the same as in
April.

The national rate,
meanwhile, was 6.1 per-
cent.

This according to
the latest figures re-
leased by the Florida
Department of  Eco-
nomic Opportunity
(FDEO).

In Madison County,
the June rate was 8.2
percent, up from 8.0
percent in May; and  in
Jefferson County, it
was 5.1 percent, the
same as in May.

Statewide, 597,000
Floridians were jobless
in June out of  a labor
force of  9,626,000 — not
counting individuals
who have given up the
search for work or are
underemployed or em-
ployed part time.

According to the
FDEO, Florida’s sea-
sonally adjusted total
nonagricultural em-
ployment was 7,800,000
in June — an increase
of  37,400 jobs over the
month.

Seasonally adjust-
ed means the numbers
have been purged of
seasonal and other fac-
tors that could skew the
results.

“Compared to June
a year ago, the number
of  jobs in the state was
up by 237,500, an in-
crease of  3.1 percent,”
the FDEO report states.
“Florida’s annual job
growth rate has exceed-
ed the nation’s rate
since April 2012.”

For Madison Coun-
ty, the 8.2 percent rate
translates into 575 job-
less persons out of  a la-
bor force of  7,017,
compared with 562 job-
less persons out of  a la-

bor force of  7,061 in
May, when the rate was
8.0 percent.

In June 2013, the
comparable figures
were 681 jobless per-
sons out of  a labor
force of  7,153, when the
unemployment rate
was 9.5 percent.

For Jefferson Coun-
ty, the 5.1 percent rate
translates into 320 job-
less persons out of  a la-
bor force of  6,326,
compared with 321 job-
less persons out of  a la-
bor force of  6,320 in
May, when the rate was
5.1 percent.

In June 2013, the
comparable figures
were 416 jobless per-
sons out of  a workforce
of  6,266, when the un-
employment rate was
6.6 percent.

“June 2014 was the
47th consecutive month
with positive annual
job growth after the
state lost jobs for over
three years,” the FDEO
reports.

The industry gain-
ing the most jobs con-
tinued to be trade,
transportation and util-
ities, up 52,500 jobs; fol-
lowed by professional
and business services,
up 45,300 jobs; con-
struction, up 41,700
jobs; leisure and hospi-
tality, up 39,500 jobs;
private education and
health services, up
34,100 jobs; financial ac-
tivities, up 10,300 jobs;
other services, up 5,500
jobs; manufacturing,
up 5,200 jobs; govern-
ment, up 1,900 jobs; and
information, up 1,300
jobs.

Walton County con-
tinued to have the
state’s lowest unem-
ployment rate at 3.4
percent, followed by
Monroe County at 3.5
percent; Okaloosa at 4.6
percent; Sumter Coun-
ty at 4.8 percent; and
Wakulla County at 4.9
percent.

Hendry County
continued to have the
state’s highest unem-
ployment rate at 10.6
percent, followed Fla-
gler County at 8.8 per-
cent; Hamilton County
at 8.5 percent; and
Madison and Putnam
counties at 8.2 percent. 

Only one county,
Hendry, had a double-
digit unemployment
rate in June.

Of  the 22 metro ar-
eas in the state, the
ones with the largest
gains were Orlando-
Kissimmee-Sanford, up
39,100 jobs; Miami-Mia-
mi Beach-Kendall, up
29,600 jobs; and Tampa-
St. Petersburg-Clear-
water, up 25,300 jobs.
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mits that include demo-
lition were issued 11
times with $805.47 col-
lected. Mechanical per-
mits were issued 10
times with $750 collect-
ed. Roofing permits
were issued eight times
with $1,037.30 collected
and there were six mo-
bile homes or modular
setup permits issued
with $2,172.32 collected.
Building permits, in-
cluding barns and stor-

age, were issued five
times with $865 collect-
ed in fees. Fire safety
and renovation permits
had three issued each
with $390.50 and
$1,241.15 in fees collect-
ed, respectively. Resi-
dential additions and
plumbing permits were
issued twice each with
$198 and $200.45 collect-
ed respectively. A total
of  $10,645.81 was col-
lected in fees. 

mittee voted 12-6 to ap-
prove the measure that
has been ratified by 146
nations and the Euro-
pean Union, but has
fallen short in the Sen-
ate.

U.S. Aid to Israel:
The Senate’s version of
a supplemental spend-
ing measure would pro-
vide $225 million for
the Israeli ‘Iron Dome’
anti-rocket shield. Con-
gress has begun insist-
ing that U.S.
contractors get a slice
of  this work.��

Student and Fam-
ily Tax Simplification
Act: The House passed
a measure that would
consolidate four differ-
ent tax incentives for
higher education into a
single tax credit. The
measure would provide
a 100 percent tax credit
for the first $2,000 of  el-
igible higher education
expenses and a 25-per-
cent tax credit for the
next $2,000 of  such ex-
penses (for a maximum
credit of  $2,500). 

Veterans’ Health-
care: House conferees
postponed action on a
measure that would aid
vets in acquiring quali-
ty healthcare. The Sen-
ate passed the
Veterans’ Access to
Care Through Choice,
Accountability, and
Transparency Act last

month. 
Insourcing Incen-

tives - Cloture: - The
Senate voted 93-7 to in-
voke cloture on a mo-
tion to proceed to the
bill that would give
businesses a tax credit
for up to 20 percent of
the expenses incurred
to bring work done in
foreign countries back
into the United States,
if  the business also in-
creases its number of
full-time employees. It
also would prohibit tax
deductions for expens-
es incurred when mov-
ing jobs outside the
U.S.� Senators Bill Nel-
son and Marco Rubio
voted yes.

Higher Education
Tax Credits - Pas-
sage: - Vote Passed
(227-187, 18 Not Vot-
ing)��The House voted
227 to 187 (with 18 ab-
stentions) to approve a
bill that would modify
and make permanent
the American Opportu-
nity Tax Credit for tu-
ition and
higher-education ex-
penses. It would elimi-
nate the “above the
line” higher-education
tax deduction for quali-
fied tuition and repeal
the Hope Scholarship
Tax Credit and the Life-
time Learning Tax
Credit.  Rep. Steve
Southerland voted yes. 

REMINDER:  MCCS 
Student Athletes 

Must Have Physicals 
Before Practice Begins

Coach Mike Ragans would like to re-
mind parents that volleyball and foot-
ball practice for Madison County

Central School begins Monday, Aug. 11, at 3:30
p.m.  Student athletes MUST have their physi-
cals by that date.

Practice is getting close.  Don't wait until the
last minute and don't let that date sneak up on
you!

Florida’s Jobless
Rate Drops

Slightly In June

A Charlton, Mass. man is being
charged with breaking and entering af-
ter he allegedly went into a Spencer,
Mass. home Friday and stole jewelry and
a collection of  baby teeth while his girl-
friend and their two-year-old child wait-
ed in the car.

Timothy Schoener, 26, of  27 Stafford
St., Charlton, will be charged with break-
ing and entering in the daytime with the
intent to commit a felony, larceny of
property valued at more than $250 and
conspiracy along with charges related to
three other break-ins or attempted
break-ins in Spencer, according to police.
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Community Calendar
August 1 – 
August 24

Taylor Gymnas-
tics will be taking or-
ders for donuts from
Johnson’s Bakery,
August 1 until Au-
gust 24, with fresh
doughnuts delivered
the morning of  Tues-
day, Sept. 9.  Donuts
are sold for
$10/dozen and donut
holes for $3/dozen.
Anyone interested
can contact Renee
Demps at (850) 766-
2868 or email at sis-
sirenee5604@yahoo.co
m. All proceeds will
go towards competi-
tion costs for next
year’s competition
season.

August 9
It's time again for

the annual “Back to
School – Stay In
School Explosion” at
the NFCC Fitness
Center, Saturday,
Aug. 9 from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. Spon-
sored by the Madison
Prevention coalition
and its community
partners, the Madi-
son County Depart-
ment of  Health and
Tobacco Free Madi-
son, “Back to School
– Stay in School” is a
fun community event
that brings business
leaders, public offi-
cials, churches and
community volun-
teers together to
make sure Madison
County school chil-
dren get the re-
sources they need to
succeed in school.
Parents or guardians
are encouraged to
bring their children
to receive free school
supplies. Registra-
tion is required at the
door, and supplies
are limited, but they
will be given away
while they last, along
with free food and en-
tertainment for a fun
and festive atmos-
phere (to give you an
idea of  how many
people attended last
year's event, volun-
teers grilled and gave
away nearly 2000 hot
dogs).  There will
also be information
booths with every-
thing parents need to
know about getting
their children ready
for the 2014-2015
school year. Business
leaders, community
leaders, civic clubs,
church groups and
individuals have do-
nated time, materials
and money to help
make this a success.
All sponsors and
donors will be recog-
nized in a media re-
l e a s e / n e w s p a p e r
story following the
event. For more in-
formation, including
finding out how you
can volunteer and
participate in the
event, contact

Jerome Wyche at
(850) 464-0196 or
Lamar Tookes at
(850) 673-9116.

August 10
Ochlawilla Bap-

tist Church, located
at 1315 Ochlawilla
Rd. in Quitman, Ga.,
will hold Revival
starting Sunday, Aug.
10 through Wednes-
day, Aug 13. Sunday
services will be at 11
a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Monday through
Wednesday services
will begin at 7 p.m.
Rev. Michael Frazier
from Grace Baptist
Church from Naylor,
Ga. will be the guest
speaker. Everyone is
invited to attend.

August 12
The Joe P. Burns

Funeral Home, next
to the Woman's Club
on Lake Frances, is
holding an Open
House for its new fa-
cility, Tuesday, Au-
gust 12. The event
begins with a ribbon
cutting at noon, fol-
lowed by a an Open
House from 1 – 7 p.m.,
where people can
drop by anytime for
refreshments, tours
and a chance to meet
the owners, talk to
them and ask ques-
tions.  At 7 p.m., they
will hold a dedication
ceremony for their
new chapel, with Bro.
Steve McHargue as
guest speaker.

August 13
The Senior Citi-

zens Council of
Madison County will
be holding their an-
nual Senior Health
Expo, Wednesday, Au-
gust 13, from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. All se-
niors, caregivers,
loved ones and
friends are welcomed
to attend the event
that will include spe-
cial presentations
and vendor booths,
offering education
and information on
services available,
along with door
prizes and plenty of
food. Seniors, come
out and learn how
you can “Be the best
you can be!” 

August 17
Thursday, August

21, MAT & FRAME
WORKSHOP, hosted
by Branford Camera
Club members, with
special guest from
HARMON'S PHOTO
LABS in Gainesville.
This workshop will
be held at the Hatch
Park Community
Center and is de-
signed to improve
your presentation
skills in preparation
for our Fall Photo
Show in October.
Participation in both
the workshop and the

Fall Photo Show are
open to the public, so
let one of  the mem-
bers listed below
know if  you'd like to
participate in either
event: Carolyn
Hogue, Program
Chair, (386) 935-2044;
Rob Wolfe, Publicity
Chair, (386) 362-6771;
Esta Eberhardt, Cre-
ative Consultant,
Captured Memories
by Esta, (386) 623-011;
Gary Kueppers, Tech-
nical Consultant,
(386) 362-6957; Skip
Weigel, Technical
Consultant, (386) 935-
1382. The Branford
Camera Club meets
on the 3rd Thursday of
each month, with an
occasional exception,
for the purpose of
sharing, learning,
and enjoying all
things photographic.
We are an eclectic
group with experi-
ences ranging from
complete novice to
consummate profes-
sional. The only re-
quirement for
membership is a
keen interest in pho-
tography; there are
no membership fees.
Please join us.  Visit
our Facebook page at
Branford Camera
Club.

August 23
Cherry Lake Fire

Rescue, Inc., an-
nounces a 1/4 Bar-
beque Chicken
Dinner/Political Ral-
ly Fund Raiser.
Come on out to the
Cherry Lake Fire &
Rescue Station, Sat-
urday, Aug. 23. Din-
ner starts at 5 p.m.,
and it's $7 per plate.
The political rally
and cake auction will
follow immediately
afterward. To reserve
barbecue plates,
please call Cherry
Lake Fire & Rescue at
(850) 929-2354, at least
one day prior. Please
leave your name,
number of  plates you
want, and a return
phone number so we
can verify your order,
or send the informa-
tion via email to
clfr@embarqmail.co
m. Political candi-
dates who like five
minutes to speak dur-
ing the rally, please
call Cherry Lake Fire
& Rescue, (850) 929-
2354, at least one
week prior and leave
your name and a re-
turn phone number
for verification, or
you can email your
request to clfr@em-
barqmail.com. Dead-
line to reserve a
space at the podium
is 5 p.m., Saturday,
Aug. 16. We humbly
request no substitute
speakers for the can-
didates and absolute-
ly NO other
SOLICITIONS dur-
ing the event!

Obi tuar i e s

Have something you
would like to add to
the Community Cal-
endar? Simply call
Greene Publishing,

Inc. at (850) 973-4141
or email your 
information to

Rose@greenepublish-
ing.com.

Marleen Faith Coker
Marleen Faith Coker, 69, a resi-

dent of  Perry since 2009, coming
from Pensacola, passed away
Wednesday, July 30, at her home sur-
rounded by her family.  Marleen was
born July 29, 1945 in Flushing, N.Y.,
to John and Mae (Henry) Roenbeck.  

Mrs. Coker was of  the Baptist
Faith and was a member of  Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church in Shady
Grove, Fl.  Marleen worked in the
electronic industry for 30 years. She
was very active at Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church serving in the
kitchen crew. She enjoyed reading,
making ceramics and spending pre-
cious time with her family.

She is survived by her husband
of  23 years, Gerald Coker of  Perry;
her daughter, Lisa Parkerson and
husband, Chris, of  Woodville; step-
daughters: Ginger Livingston and
husband, Gary, of  Perry, and Vonda
Owens and husband, John, of
Thomasville, Ga.; step son, Cliff
Coker and wife, Amanda of  Marian-
na; brother, Thomas Roenbeck of

Forsyth, Ga.; sister, Jane Harden
and husband, Tom, of  Lake Worth;
11 grandchildren; 11 great grand-
children as well as a host of  nieces
and nephews.

Mrs. Coker was preceded in
death by her parents: John O. and
Mae C. Roenbeck; son, Gene Roger
Wiliams, Jr.; brother, John O. Roen-
beck, Jr.; sister, Diane Lynn Vin-
cent; and grandson, Brian
Livingston.

Memorial services will be held
Saturday, August 9, at 11 a.m., at
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in
Shady Grove, Fl. with Pastor Danny
Lundy officiating. A private inter-
ment will follow in Evergreen Ceme-
tery in Greenville, later that day.
The family has asked that memorial
contributions be made to Big Bend
Hospice. All arrangements are un-
der the care of  Joe P. Burns Funeral
Home.

You may send condolences to the
family at www.joepburnsfuneral-
homes.com.

John W. King
John W. King, 55, of  Jennings,

passed away Friday, August 1, at
Haven Hospice of  Lake City, follow-
ing an extended illness. John was
born August 5, 1958 in Chata-
hootchee, Fl., to John and Eva
(Lewis) King.  

Mr. King was of  the Baptist Faith
and attended Corinth Baptist Church
when he was able.  He retired from
the State of  Florida as a Lieutenant
with the Department of  Corrections.
He was employed with Outsource Lo-
gistics of  Valdosta. John loved to fish,
hunt, spend time in the outdoors and
he cherished the time spent with his
grandsons and family.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Shirley King, of  Jennings; daughter,
Charlene “Charlie” Rye, of  Madison;
three grandsons: Brinson, Braydon

and Baker Rye, all of  Madison; sever-
al cousins and a loving extended fam-
ily.

Mr. King was preceded in death
by his parents, John Lee and Eva Dell
King; his son, Justin King; a brother,
Lee King; and special Aunt Lou
Dropriski.

Graveside services were held
Monday, August 4, at 2 p.m., at Ever-
green Cemetery in Greenville with
Dr. Henry B. Cannington officiating.
Memorial contributions can be made
to the Pearlman Cancer Center of
Valdosta, 2501 N. Patterson St., Val-
dosta, Ga. 31602. All arrangements
are under the care of  Joe P. Burns Fu-
neral Home.

You may send condolences to the
family at www.joepburnsfuneral-
homes.com.

Elizabeth Thomas Hicks
Elizabeth Thomas Hicks, 97, of

Madison, passed away on Sunday,
August 3. The funeral was held on
Tuesday, August 5, at 11 a.m., at the
First United Methodist Church in
Madison. Interment was at Culley’s
Meadowwood Memorial Park in Tal-
lahassee, at 3 p.m. In lieu of  flowers,
contributions may be made to the
Madison Youth Ranch. Contribu-
tions should be sent to: The Florida
United Methodist Children’s Home,
Development Department, 51 Chil-
dren’s Way, Enterprise, Fl. 32725 –
Specify Madison Youth Ranch.

Elizabeth was born on May 19,
1917 on a tobacco plantation near At-
apulgus, Ga. She was the daughter
of  Orman Bladen and Fannie
Maxwell Thomas. She married
Thomas Jordan Hicks, Jr. (T.J.) on
June 2, 1935. Elizabeth and T.J.
moved to Chattahoochee, where T.J.
was a pharmacist at the state hospi-
tal. In 1942, they purchased a drug
store, Hicks Pharmacy, in
Apalachicola where she worked
along with him. In 1961, they moved
back to Chattahoochee until T.J. re-
tired. They lived on St. George Is-

land for several years and then
moved back to Tallahassee. In 1989,
Elizabeth and T.J. moved to Madi-
son. Elizabeth was a member of
First United Methodist Church, was
an avid Gator fan, loved to watch
sports and was said to have been one
of  the best bridge players in town.
She played until she was 95!

Elizabeth is survived by one
daughter, Penny Worden (Joe) of
Madison; one daughter-in law, Con-
nie Hicks, of  Winter Park; four
grandchildren: Brigitte Gudz (Mar-
tin) of  Madison; Heather Welch
(Allen) of  Lee; Jay Hicks (Lisa) of
Apopka; and Hope Chalmers (Jim)
of  Winter Park; 10 grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter. Eliza-
beth was preceded in death by her
parents, Orman and Fannie
Thomas; her husband, T.J. Hicks Jr.;
her sister, Bernice Battle; her son,
Tommy Hicks; and one great-grand-
daughter, Taylor Hicks.

Beggs Funeral Home is in
charge of  arrangements, (850) 973-
2258. You may send your condo-
lences to the family by visiting our
website at www.beggsfuneral.com.

CORRECTION

Photo By RandREventsPro, July 26, 2014

Mary Lou Surles was incorrectly listed in the photo as Francis Mercer. Please
accept our apologies.

The blue ribbon, cut for the Grand Opening of the new Madison County
Memorial Hospital, represented all of the management team and volunteers at
the hospital. Cutting the ribbon from left to right are: Dr. Brett Perkins, Chief Med-
ical Officer of MCMH; Mary Lou Surles, President of MCMH Auxiliary; David Aber-
crombie, MCMH Chief Executive Officer; Tammy Stevens, MCMH Chief Operating
Officer; Cindi Burnett, Human Resources Officer; and Patrick McGee, Comptrol-
ler and Interim Chief Financial Officer.

 BAILEY MONUMENT CO

 740252
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Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

This sign welcomes all who travel on Hwy. 90 to
the small town of Greenville; population, somewhere
around 800 people.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

The old abandoned drugstore and now antiques
building owned by Fred Williams on SW Grand
Street, has a lot of history in Greenville. The drug-
store had several owners and at one time included
an old time soda fountain. The antiques  ̓building has
previously housed a café, feed store and second-
hand store and contains the only freight elevator in
Greenville.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

The 1920ʼs childhood home of music great, Ray Charles, was almost destroyed because of advanced de-
terioration and was scheduled for demolition, but was saved when the Town of Greenville purchased the
structure, and with the help of a grant from the Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation, the home was com-
pletely restored in 2008.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

The railroad, which runs the entire length of
Greenville, has been part of the townʼs history since
October of 1901, when South Georgia Railroad laid a
23-mile extension from the town of Quitman, Ga. to
Greenville.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Colorful childrenʼs clothes hang on a clothesline,
perfectly pinned by Cora Lee Fead-Garrison, who
says she washes “everyday, all day and all night,”
cleaning clothes for her seven children, nine grand-
children, and a 69-year-old senior, whom she cares
for in her home. Fead-Garrison echoed other resi-
dentʼs voices on the lack of jobs in town.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, March 19, 2014

Haffye Hays Park is the place many events take place in Greenville. Fireworks, Country Christmas and
socials are among some of the events as well as the home to the full-size bronze
statue of Greenville native, Ray Charles. The lake, playground, picnic pavilion and
gazebo make it a perfect spot for families.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Julie OʼQuinn, a resident of Greenville, earns money by selling watermelons
out of the bed of her truck during the summer months alongside Hwy. 90.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Mitchell Randall enjoys the shade under the “Tree of Knowledge,” a popular
gathering spot, named after a small handful of older gentlemen who started the
daily meetings. The gatherings are now carried on by some of the townʼs people
who meet to socialize, tell stories and contemplate life in Madison County. The
topic of discussion, the day of the picture, was the “lack of jobs and flooding” in
this small section of the county.

AROUND THE TOWN OF GREENVILLE

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Evergreen Cemetery, right off Hwy. 90, is hauntingly beautiful with its old tombstones and well-main-
tained landscaping.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Touring a landfill might not be on your
Top-10 “to-do” list, but a recent tour of
the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Facility in

Greenville changed this reporter’s perception of
what a landfill looks like and what it does.

John McHugh, the Landfill Administrator,
was more like a proud Papa during the tour when
he discussed the 20-year facility’s future plans of
holding open houses for the public and his eager-
ness to show off  the area’s beauty and cleanliness.
McHugh is originally from Homestead, Fl. but
moved to North Florida to attend Florida State
University’s College of  Engineering, where he re-
ceived his degree in Industrial and Manufactur-
ing Engineering. After graduation, he worked for Jefferson County as their
Assistant County Coordinator but left there to become the Landfill Admin-
istrator at the Aucilla facility in Greenville. McHugh said, “Like many oth-
ers, when I got to North Florida, I found the people and scenery too
captivating to leave.”

One of  the first things on the tour was a small mountain covered in
grass that fit beautifully into the landscape. At the mountain’s peak you can
see for miles and take in the entire landfill and beyond, never knowing you
are actually standing on 20 years worth of  waste from the four counties the
landfill services: Madison, Taylor, Jefferson and Dixie. McHugh explained
the mountain starts as a “cell,” a 10-acre area where waste is dumped and
then covered with six inches of  dirt, helping with decomposition of  the
waste as well as its odor. This process is repeated, layering waste and dirt
until it’s time to begin a new cell.

The next stop on the tour was the leachate pond, where water that has
touched municipal waste is collected and aerated before sending to the
wastewater treatment plant in Greenville. Once there, the treated water will
be returned to the environment, creating revenue for the city.

Another way the landfill helps create revenue is by selling the landfill
gases that are generated during the natural process of  the bacterial decom-
position from organic waste (such as trees). Once converted, landfill gas

(LFG) can be utilized in
many ways. LFG can
generate electricity, heat or steam; be used as an
alternative vehicle fuel; or sold on the energy mar-
ket as a renewable “green” power or gas.

McHugh says the landfills of  today are noth-
ing like the landfills of  the past in that they were
nothing more than big holes you would back up to
and dump trash in. “Today, federal guidelines
have made modern landfills an intricate layering
system with stricter regulations and increased in-
novation that allows us to make better use of  the
landfills, helping us to become better stewards to
the environment.” McHugh also says that being
an Industrial Engineer gives him the knowledge
and ability to work with the facility’s eight em-
ployees, other engineers and the Aucilla Area Sol-
id Waste Administration Board to help ensure
that the needs of  our member counties are met,
for now and in the future.
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AROUND THE TOWN OF GREENVILLE
Aucilla Area Solid Waste Facility in Greenville

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Marc McCrary, who works for Public Works in Madison County, drives his
truck over the scale to have his load of waste weighed and evaluated by a land-
fill employee.

-Surprisingly Beautiful-

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

John McHugh, the Landfill Administrator, stands on top of a mountain that is
made up of 20 years worth of waste at the Solid Waste Facility in Greenville.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

The Solid Waste Facility is located off Hwy. 221 in
Greenville and welcomes scheduled tours from the
public.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

This leachate pond, located at the facility, has an aeration system that puts
oxygen into run-off water, which helps treat the water in order to make it
reusable.

Photo Courtesy Of GoogleMaps

Here is an aerial shot of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Facility in Greenville. "A" is the finished cell 
containing 20 years worth of waste from the four counties serviced by the landfill.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The youth summer library program Fizz,
Boom, Read! was taken to Greenville El-
ementary School last Thursday, offering

kids an opportunity to learn while having fun.
Cindy Pedicini, the Youth Services Coordinator
for Madison, Lee and Greenville Libraries said
the programs are done at the libraries “in house”
but also go into the schools in order to reach chil-
dren who otherwise may not attend due to lack of
transportation. The Greenville Library, under the
direction of  Manager Kenya Dennis, hosted and
attended the day’s event.

The library partnered with the Humane Soci-
ety, which spoke to the kids about being kind to
animals, along with the Madison County Sher-
iff ’s Office, which had two officers on hand to
demonstrate their bite dogs and drug dogs. Also
from the Sheriff ’s Office, was an investigator
with a fictitious crime scene who employed the
kids to find a suspect and help solve the crime.

The event started out with “oohs and aahs”
from the kids as Deputy Chris O’Brian brought
out his K-9 dog Onyx who demonstrated the abili-
ty to search and find narcotics that had been hid-
den inside a covered plastic tub. Onyx’s job was to
sniff  out the narcotics and upon discovery of  the
drugs, would sit and stare at the tub until re-
leased by O’Brian. Onyx, who has been with
O’Brian since only April of  this year, was suc-
cessful at identifying the correct tub each time.
Next up was Deputy Kevin Anderson who intro-
duced his dog, Max, and with the help of  O’Brian,
demonstrated to the kids what it meant to be a
“bite” dog. After donning a protective sleeve,
O’Brian role-played the “bad guy” and Max, after
receiving a command from Anderson, apprehend-
ed O’Brian by biting down onto his covered arm.
Deputy Anderson and Max also performed some
obedience training for the kids, who got a bigger

kick out of  seeing
Max’s paws slide on the
slick gym floor than
seeing him sit and stay.
Deputy Anderson has
partnered with Max for
two years.

Laura Bevan out of
Tallahassee, who is the
Director for the South-
ern Regional Office at
the Humane Society,
was there to speak
about dogs as well, but
in a different manner.
She spoke to the kids
about being kind to all
animals in their care
(not just dogs) and sub-
jects such as caring for
pets by providing good
food, clean water and
comfortable beds were
discussed. Also ad-
dressed was safety
around animals. Kids
were shown how to cor-
rectly approach a
strange dog and how to
pet the dog, if  allowed.
Bevan carefully
touched on subjects
such as animal cruelty
and dog fighting and
showed a short film
about a dog that had
been the victim of  dog
fighting, how he was
rescued and rehabilitat-
ed, and now living hap-
pily with a new family. 

In the final portion
of  the program, Investi-
gator Tina Demotsis
was there to share her
knowledge about Crime
Scene Investigating,
made popular right now by the television series,
CSI. Demotsis has a Masters in Criminal Justice
and has completed multiple courses in crime
scene and investigations and has worked for the
Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office as a Crime Scene
Investigator where she worked for several years
before coming to Madison County. After speaking
to the kids about crime scene investigating, she
informed the kids they would be junior detectives
and would have opportunity to help her solve a
crime. The kids were allowed to inspect an ad-
joining room where she had previously set up a
crime scene involving missing cash, broken glass
and a powdery substance along with other mis-
cellaneous items. After hearing about suspects

and fictional scenarios, the kids were then asked
to solve the crime, which most were able to do
successfully.

Pedicini said the day was intended to expose
the kids on how to have positive interactions with
animals and to build repoire with local law en-
forcement, as well as having a good time while
learning a little bit about the world around them.
The Boys and Girls Club from Greenville and the
Youth Adventure Sheriff ’s Camp attended, with
other kids also in attendance from Greenville El-
ementary. 
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Fizz, Boom, Read! Comes To Greenville

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Deputy Chris OʼBrian
spoke to the kids on the
K-9s brought by him and
Deputy Kevin Anderson.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Deputy Kevin Anderson watches Max as he re-
covers from his demonstration.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Deputy OʼBrian helps demonstrate with K-9 Max on his bite work.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

The Boys and Girls Club of Greenville watch intently as the officers demonstrate with their dogs.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Deputy Josh Harris, who helped pull the event together, stands with Investi-
gator Tina Demotsis as she waits for the kids to discover the criminal in her fic-
tional crime scene.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

Laura Bevan, a Director from the Humane Soci-
ety, on right, illustrates how to approach a strange
dog, using Youth Services Coordinator Cindy Pedici-
ni, on left.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, July 30, 2014

K-9 officer Onyx,
who works with Deputy
OʼBrian, demonstrates
his skill in finding hidden
narcotics.

Mr. B’s IGA
Proud to serve you with 

the BEST meat in town!

(229) 245-8300
1405 N Lee St.  Valdosta, GA 31601

Greenville Citizens
Are Welcome At

Mr. B’s Market

6868 US Highway 129 
Live Oak, Fl  32060

(386) 330-2488

Visit Us For All Your 

Home And Garden Needs!



By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

New Testament Christian School
is starting the new school year
off  with new principal, Justin

Riegsecker. He has been a part of  the Madi-
son community for nine years. He grew up
in Indiana and met his wife, Rebecca, while
they studied at Brownsville Revival School
of  Ministry where he received a degree in
pastoral ministry.

He was working at Corporate Graphics,
while honing his pastoral skills, when he
saw there was a need at New Testament
Christian School for a principal. He has no
previous experience but has the education
of  five children of  his own to be concerned

about. 
His goals for his up-

coming year at New
Testament Christian
School is to help the stu-
dent be who God made
them to be, provide the
best education possible
and provide an environ-
ment that allows for
Biblical and moral val-
ues to be taught.

“I am looking for-
ward to serving the
community and the peo-
ple of  the school for
many years to come and
seeing the students
back to school on 
August 18,” said
Riegsecker.

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

In 2011, Kiwanis
International be-
gan working

with UNICEF toward
eliminating the threat
of  maternal-neonatal
tetanus worldwide, with
a goal of  raising $110
million by 2015 to fight
the disease in the 59
countries where it was
still endemic at the
time, through Project
ELIMINATE Maternal
Neonatal Tetanus. 

Maternal neonatal
tetanus (MNT) results
when tetanus spores,
found in the soil everywhere, come
into contact with open cuts during
childbirth. The disease strikes the
poorest of  the poor and those with-
out health care in geographically
isolated areas. The disease is almost
always fatal; infected newborns suf-
fer from extreme convulsions and
are painfully sensitive to light and
touch. The disease can claim the
mothers' lives as well.

So far, the disease has been elim-
inated from 35 of  the 59 countries,
but there are still 24 countries to go.

In those countries, a newborn dies
every nine minutes, meaning 160 ba-
bies die each day.

MNT can be prevented by a vac-
cine that costs $1.80 per patient and
provides lifelong immunity. A Zeller
($1250) contribution would save the
lives of  690 babies, enough to fill 27
Kindergarten classes or form 62 soc-
cer teams.

So far, a combination of  individ-
ual and corporate member pledges
have almost reached that Zeller goal
for the Madison Kiwanis Club. It

would be the third such
Zeller contribution to a
Kiwanis International
project for the Madison
club.

The first Zeller gift
was dedicated to George
Willis, the club's
longest-term member.
The second was dedicat-
ed to Lucile Day, the
club's longest-term fe-
male member.

With three Zellers to
its credit, the Madison
Club also hopes that the
Kiwanis International
Foundation will look
more favorably on its
application for match-
ing grant money to help
build and furnish a
park area for the Madi-
son Youth Ranch. In
this cycle, 11 clubs are
competing for Founda-
tion grants.
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One Lucky Winner Will Win

A Pair Of 

Tickets! Come In And 

Register To Win. Drawing

Will Be Held Aug. 16.

WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS & EBT CARD HOLDERS

Come Play Lucky
Buggy Bingo!

Taste Samples
Throughout 
The Store!

AUGUST 6TH - 19TH

And
MUCH
More!

Free Balloons 

For The Kids

No Card No
Membership

Required! Just Simple
Low Prices Everyday

Madison Kiwanis Club May
Reach Another Zeller With
ELIMINATE Contribution

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, July 31, 2014

Doug Cruce, representing corporate member
Lake Park Of Madison, presents a $100 Project ELIM-
INATE contribution to Kiwanis Club Treasurer Deena
Hames.

County Coordinator Allen Cherry
Enjoys Helping People

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Allen Cherry, a longtime Madison
resident, has been the County
Coordinator for eight years and

is over 12 departments, including the Solid
Waste Department, Road Department and
Building Department. He started working
as County Coordinator in 2006 because it
seemed like a challenge to him at the time.
He also served as a County Commissioner
in the 80s.

His normal day as County Coordinator
includes numerous meetings. He has three
road projects planned to start soon. Balboa
Drive and Rogers Sink Road will be paved and Honey Lake Road will be
resurfaced. 

“I enjoy working with the public and being available to the public and
be a problem solver for folks,” said Cherry. 

When Cherry is not working, he enjoys traveling, especially to the
beach, mowing, attending the movies and spending time with his family. His
favorite movie is Saving Private Ryan and his favorite television show is
NCIS, featuring Mark Harmon. His favorite musician is Jimmy Buffet.

Allen Cherry

New Testament Christian School 
Hires New Principal

Justin Riegsecker

Outgoing Key Club President Ali
Patron A Special Guest At Kiwanis

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, July 31, 2014

Outgoing Key Club President Ali Patron and her mother, Wanda, visit the Ki-
wanis Club as special guests of Kiwanis member Preston Matthews. Ali, who
was also the MCHS Valedictorian for 2014, is headed for the University of North
Florida in Jacksonville shortly as part of the UNF Honors Program. The program
has high expectations of its students for community service as well as scholar-
ship, and many of its outreach efforts serve refugee families in the Jacksonville
area. Ali signed up to coach soccer for the refugee children, and said that she
expects to have a very, very busy first semester at UNF. Left to right are: Preston
Matthews, Ali Patron and Wanda Patron.



Story Submitted

The magic of  the arts is end-
less. Identifying and culti-
vating children’s creative

gifts and their inner artistic abili-
ties open the door to confidence, ex-
ploration, and academic success in
education. Students at the New Mil-
lennium Charter School (NMCS) in
Madison County are showcasing
their confidence, expanding their
minds and succeeding in school
every day with the help of  the arts.

The arts program at NMCS ex-
poses children to drama, visual arts,
dance and music. “There are so
many gifted and talented children in
Madison County. We see it every day
in our students at NMCS,” says Di-
rector, Dr. J. Haynes. Specifically in
the school’s music program, all stu-
dents from kindergarten- 2nd grade
are learning how to play stringed in-
struments like the violin, cello and
base. The music instructor, Ms. Por-
tia Lundy, works collectively with
the other teachers at NMCS to inte-
grate the arts in all academic con-
tent areas (Reading, Math, Science,
Social Studies and Physical Educa-
tion). Research from the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has
proven that children who study an
art form are more likely to succeed
academically. Especially if  they
have struggled previously, learning
the arts and integrating them in
core academic subjects,
has proven to help in-
crease students’ under-
standing of  subject
matter. Students en-
rolled during the 2013-
14 school year have
shown tremendous
growth academically as
measured by the Metro-
politan Achievement
Test, Edition 8. The
school’s motto is “High
expectations with no ex-
cuses.” NMCS places no
academic boundaries
on the possibilities of
the learning potential
of  every child. Each

teacher focuses on each child’s abili-
ty and learning style to teach the
Florida Standards, text complexity,
critical thinking and problem solv-
ing skills. Parents of  children at
NMCS, who have been previously
enrolled at another school, have no-
ticed their children’s desires to excel
in school and explore their creative
gifts, increased greatly.

The team at New Millennium
Charter School knows the impor-
tance of  children being afforded
every opportunity to explore the
arts and experience academic suc-
cess. NMCS is a tuition-free public
charter school that is open to all stu-
dents who reside in Madison County.
“Success is in our DNA, I teach my
students that every day,” says
kindergarten teacher, Ms. Ashley
McCoy. Information for the 2014-15
Fall enrollment is on the school’s
website at : http://newmillennium-
cs.wix.com/nmcs.

Orientation for NMCS is sched-
uled for August 7, 1 p.m.-5 p.m. and
August 9, 1 p.m.-5 p.m. at 1282 SW
MLK Jr. Dr. Madison, Fl. 32340 (The
Old Madison Middle School). If
there are any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact Dr. J.
Haynes at (850) 491-2477. We look for-
ward to expanding your child’s
learning potential. Come join us for
the New School year!
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New Millennium 

Charter School

Call Us Today • (850) 973-2229

NMCS Enrollment Packet:
http://newmillenniumcs.wix.com/NMCS

A Tuition Free Public School

• Orientation • August 7 & 9 •
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Located At 1282 SW Martin Luther King Jr. Drive

NMCS

1282 SW MArtin Luther King Jr. Dr.

Enroll Your Child
For The Upcoming

2014-15 School Year

“Where Learning Begins”

Now Accepting 
Applications For

Grades K-3

Open House

We Cordially Invite Everyone To Join Us 

Tuesday, August 12, 2014

For Our

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

12 Noon

Chapel Dedication Service

7 p.m.

Guest Speaker Steve McHargue

(Refreshments Will Be Served During All Events)

Open House

1 - 7 p.m.

323 SE Lakeshore Dr.

Madison, Fl 32340

(850) 973-1337
www.joepburnsfuneralhomes.com

Joe P. Burns Funeral 
Home Of Madison

Farm Credit Of
Northwest Florida

Shares $4 Million In
Profits With Members

Story Submitted

To benefit local agriculture
and farmers, Farm Credit
of  Northwest Florida will

share $4 million in profits with its
members in 2014 through the coop-
erative’s patronage refund program.
“The patronage refund is a form of
profit sharing that distin-
guishes Farm Credit from
other lenders,” said Board
Chairman Richard Terry,
a Madison County
farmer. 

“We’re delighted that
the Association per-
formed well this past year
and that Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida cus-
tomers have the opportunity to
share in that success,” said Rick Bit-
ner, President and CEO. “Profit shar-
ing is one of  the unique and tangible
benefits of  doing business with a
customer-owned cooperative.”

Since 1988, Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida Members have
benefited from $74 million in patron-
age refunds or profit-sharing de-
clared by the cooperative’s Board of

Directors. “We have been and strive
to remain a strong and valuable
source of  funding for agriculture
and our rural communities, through
the good times and bad,” Bitner said. 

“Agriculture is the second
largest industry in the state, rank-
ing behind only tourism. Farm Cred-

it of  Northwest Florida is
proud to provide a stable,

reliable source of  credit
to rural America,” said
Richard Terry.

About Farm Credit
of  Northwest Florida

Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida is a

member-owned financial
cooperative headquartered

in Marianna, Fl. that serves
18 counties throughout the Florida
panhandle. Farm Credit offers highly
competitive credit to meet the financ-
ing needs of  farmers, agribusinesses,
rural landowners and homeowners.
For more information about the types
of  financing available, or how coop-
erative lenders share their profits
with borrowers, go to www.farmcred-
it-fl.com.

The Art of “pulling strings” At
New Millennium Charter School

Facebook Wild Adventures
Ticket Winners

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jessie R. Box, July
30, 2014

Lana Foster was all smiles when
she won Wild Adventures tickets
though Greene Publishing's Facebook
contest.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jessie R. Box, July
31, 2014

Estelle Hadden was excited to take
family to Wild Adventures when she
won tickets though Greene Publish-
ing's Facebook contest.



By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison
Post Office is
hosting a

Customer Apprecia-
tion Day on Thursday,
August 7 at 10:30 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m. There
will be plenty of  re-
freshments for cus-
tomers to enjoy as
they meet the new
postmaster, Erica
Carmichael.

The new Farmers
Market Forever Stamp
will be introduced at
the event. The first day
of  issue is Thursday,
August 7. Customers
who purchase a book
of  the stamps will be
entered to win a prize
basket that will be in
theme with the stamp. 

The Madison Post
Office will also be hav-
ing hourly giveaways
for the customers to

participate in. There
will be information
available for the busi-
ness owner’s to learn
how the post office can
help your business.
There will also be in-
formation of  how cus-
tomers can protect
themselves from mail
scams. 

The Madison Post
Office is located at 197
SW Pinckney Street in
Madison.

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

I'm really new at this,” said Christine Don-
aldson, the new city manager for the
Town of  Lee. After two months on the job,

she was the guest speaker at the Madison Kiwa-
nis Club, to talk about Lee and promote the
town's business incubator project.

The business incubator, located in the old
Lee School building, is a project that has for the
last several years allowed start-ups and entre-
preneurs to create small businesses and get
them off  the ground, with office space at re-
duced rates and a little help with basics like net-
working and marketing. The complex is divided
into two sections, one for small businesses, and
one for community services.

With a few years of  operation behind it, the
project has several successful businesses to its
name. Fast Packing, a packaging company that
began in a garage, was able to expand in the
larger space available in the incubator and em-
ploy more people. A daycare center, the other
business that got its start with the incubator,
grew so fast it soon had a waiting list, and did

well enough to purchase its own facility and move out.
Expansion and being able to employ more people is the aim of  busi-

nesses in the incubator. Currently, the incubator houses the packaging
business, Tax Doctor, M.D., a financial and accounting service, Every-
thing Pecan, a bakery-and-other-goodies business that fills the entire
9,298 square foot complex with wonderful aromas, and Wiffenpooh &
Lulu Too, featuring handmade quilts, clothing, handbags, specialized em-
broidery, and arts and crafts made by local artisans. Recently, Wiffenpooh

has expanded into an-
other separate area for
consignment items.

There is at present
one unit available for
another entrepreneur
in the incubator. “It's
ready to go,” said Don-
aldson “If  you know
anybody, sent them to
us. They just have to
have a viable business
idea.”
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Madison County WIC And Nutrition
To Celebrate World Breastfeeding

Week Thursday, August 7
Story Submitted

On Thursday, August 7,
from 10 a.m. until noon,
Madison County WIC

will celebrate World Breastfeeding
Week 2014 at the Madison County
Health Department. WIC staff  will
provide fun prizes and refresh-
ments along with information
about nutrition and
breastfeeding for WIC
participants.

This year's
World Breastfeed-
ing Week theme,
Breastfeeding: A
Winning Goal
for Life, high-
lights the impor-
tance of
providing sup-
port to breastfeed-
ing families. This
year's WABA World
Breastfeeding Week
(WBW) theme asserts the im-
portance of  increasing and sustain-
ing the protection, promotion and
support of  breastfeeding - in the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) countdown, and beyond.
We call on all celebrants of  WBW to
Protect, Promote and Support
Breastfeeding: it is a vital Life-Sav-
ing Goal!

Infant feeding is one of  the

most important decisions that new
families make. Evidence is clear
that breastfeeding is the ideal way
to feed an infant. Research shows
that infants who are not exclusively
breastfed for their first six months
of  life are more likely to develop a
wide range of  chronic and acute
diseases, including ear infections,

diarrheal diseases, asthma,
Sudden Infant Death Syn-

drome, obesity and res-
piratory illnesses.

Mothers also benefit
from breastfeed-

ing with a de-
creased risk
for breast
and ovarian

cancers.
The WIC pro-

gram plays a vital
role in providing sup-

port to breastfeeding
moms. The WIC program of-

fers a breastfeeding friendly envi-
ronment with support from trained
breastfeeding peer counselors.  

World Breastfeeding Week is co-
ordinated globally by the World Al-
liance for Breastfeeding Action
(WABA). 

For more information, visit the
WABA website at
www.waba.org.my or contact Chris-
tell E. Walker, CLC at (850) 838-7221.

New Lee Town
Manager Donaldson
Addresses Kiwanis

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, July 31, 2014

Lee Town Manager Christine Donaldson and her assistant Janice Miller
stand in front of the Kiwanis banner with club member Joyce Bethea, who
arranged for Donaldson to speak to the club. Bethea's business, Wiffenpooh &
Lulu Too, did the special embroidery on the shirts Donaldson and Miller are
wearing. Left to right: Christine Donaldson, Joyce Bethea and Janice Miller.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, July 31, 2014

Two months into the
job, the new town man-
ager for the Town of Lee,
Christine Donaldson,
speaks to the Madison
Kiwanis Club about the
business incubator pro-
ject that helps small
businesses get off the
ground.

Madison Post Office To Host
Customer Appreciation Day
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FINANCING FOR NEW & USED TRUCKING EQUIPMENT

Kiwanis Club
Fundraiser Selling

Boston Butts
By Lynette Norris
Green Publishing, Inc.

This Labor Day
weekend, in-
stead of  slav-

ing over a hot grill
while everybody else is
having fun, why not
pick up a delicious,
smoked, slow-cooked,
juicy Boston butt and
enjoy your time with
family and friends?

In a few days, the
Madison Kiwanis Club
will begin selling tick-
ets for Boston butts,
and continue selling

them for the next

few weeks, for $25.  See
any Kiwanis Club
member and buy as
many as you like, de-
pending on how big
your Labor Day Party
is going to be, or buy
one to enjoy alone or
with a special friend.

Food Giant is pro-
viding the meat at a sig-
nificant discount for
the club's fundraiser,
and they will have it
specially cooked and
ready for Kiwanis Club
members to hand out to
ticket holders the Fri-

day before Labor
Day, August 29.

Exact time will be
posted later, but

they will be there
for several hours
that Friday to make
sure everyone gets
their roast for La-
bor Day.

Proceeds from
the fundraiser will go
toward Kiwanis Club

youth scholarships and
other community ser-
vices.

For more details,
see any Kiwanis Club
member, or stay tuned.

Methodist Youth Ranch Now Open And
Announcing Dedication/Open House

Story Submitted
On July 31, the

Trustees of  the Florida
United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Home (FUMCH)
enthusiastically an-
nounced the opening of
the Madison Youth
Ranch off  Captain Buie
Road in Pinetta.  The
Youth Ranch is an ex-
pansion campus of  the
first Florida United
Methodist Children's
Home in Enterprise,
and will allow FUMCH
to serve more children
who are placed in situa-
tions of  financial hard-
ship, abuse and
neglect, by providing a
home where each of
them can feel safe, and
experience the love and
care they need to suc-
ceed in life.

The Madison Youth
Ranch is located on
more than 400 acres of
donated land in Pinet-
ta, and will be home to
children from across
the state.  Referrals will
come from local com-
munity based care
agencies out of
Gainesville, Tallahas-

see and Jacksonville, as
well as from local
churches and commu-
nity groups, while oth-
ers will be placed by
their families due to
economic hardships,
behavioral issues or
other family problems.

“None of  us like to
think about terrible
things like abuse or ne-
glect happening to an
innocent child,” said
Becky Dotson, CEO of
FUMCH, “but it is a sad
reality these days, and
these dear children des-
perately need a Christ-
ian environment where
they can come to a
place of  forgiveness
and healing from these
awful experiences and
grow up into the
healthy, productive
men and women God
created them to be.”

This first phase,
now opening, includes
two residential homes
for children, along with
a recreation area and
administrative offices.
The continued growth
plan of  the campus will
be determined by the

amount of  funds raised
to support the addition-
al projects, which in-
clude more residential
homes for children, a
stable, campus life cen-
ter, chapel, learn-
ing center,
daycare, counsel-
ing offices,
houseparent

retreats,
dining hall,
gym, vocational
tech center, com-
missary, volunteer
housing and more.

In time, the goal is
to eventually serve
over 100 youth ages six
to 17 in the residential

program, with future
inclusion of  an inde-
pendent living pro-
gram and foster care
services to the sur-
rounding area. Each

residential youth
home will house
up to 12 children,
and have two
sets of  housepar-
ents who have al-

ternating shifts
every other
week.  Each child
will have their
own bedroom
and bathroom.
The children will
eat in their
homes “family”
style, share in
chores, and will
attend local pub-
lic schools. Our
staff  will create

a family-like at-
mosphere while pro-

viding therapeutic
opportunities, includ-
ing equine-assisted
therapy, to resolve any

issues the children may
bring with them. In re-
cent years, studies on
equine-assisted thera-
py show that care and
training of  horses can
have a powerful effect
on a person. Experts
now see the positive
benefit it has on chil-
dren from traumatized
backgrounds too  –
everything from devel-
oping healthy relation-
ships and a strong
work ethic to overcom-
ing fears, building
teamwork and much
more.

“I am so excited
about what the Madi-
son Youth Ranch will
mean to these children
and youth,” said Dr.
Charles Lever, chair-
man of  the Board of
Trustees of  FUMCH.”
The wholesome setting
there in rural north
Florida will allow boys
and girls to explore
things like canoeing,
gardening, swimming,
horsemanship and
more – all while devel-
oping spiritual growth,
teamwork, communica-

tion skills and loads of
self-confidence.”

The length of  stay
for a resident varies
from a few weeks to
several years. Each
child is an individual
and the time in resi-
dence will be influ-
enced by the
complexity of  the prob-
lems they and their
families face and the
progress they can
make in dealing with
those problems. The
best interests of  the
child are always of  pri-
mary concern to the
programs of  the Home.

The Florida United
Methodist Children’s
Home is planning a
special dedication cere-
mony, and opening cel-
ebration on Tuesday,
September 23, 2014,
from 10:30 a.m. until
2:30 p.m. 

For more informa-
tion, or to learn how
you can help, please
contact Mark Nelson,
at (407) 222-1040 
or email, Mark.Nel-
son@fumch.org.
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Walking
With God

By Jackie Johnson

Iwent for a
walk with the
Lord the oth-

er day,
We walked hand

in hand with Him
leading the way.

I was close
enough to hear every
word He had to say,

As we walked on
our journey, I got
distracted and
looked away.

I was still walk-
ing with God, but my
eyes began to stray,

Slowly one by
one my fingers be-
gan to slide away.

The object I was
looking at became
bigger as I began to
lose my way,

My attention was

no longer on God as I
began to disobey.

I became selfish
and stubborn and
just wanted to play,

“I” became the
focus as further I did
stray.

I didn’t realize,
that without God’s
leading, “I” became
easy prey,

Satan used self-
ishness, sadness,
and depression to
lead me to utter dis-
may.

I felt I was noth-
ing, “a nobody” and
after all I was just
made out of  clay,

With these
wrong thoughts tor-
menting me, how
long could I possibly
go on this way?

Then, just when I
thought all would be
lost, I called out to
God and began to
pray,

He sent His chil-
dren to me, to re-
trieve this runaway.

My road back to
Him was quicker
when I began to
obey,

I heard his voice
calling to me and I
wanted to hear all
He had to say.

This is what I
learned; prayer,
Bible study, and fel-
lowship are needed
day by day,

Life is fragile,
hold onto God’s
hand, watch where
you’re walking and
don’t fail to pray. 
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Call Us Today!

Call us today to chat with one of our Metal Roof Specialists and 
find out how a Premium Metal Roof will not only add incredible curb 
appeal to your project, but will also help you save BIG on your 
next energy bill!

All of our Roofing Systems are engineered and ready for 
installation, and in many cases can be mounted directly over 
your current roofing material.

1(855) IT-LASTS (485-2787)
www.GulfCoastSupply.com

RECEIVE UP TO 

$500 TAX CREDIT
CALL OR STOP BY OUR SHOWROOM IN ALACHUA TODAY FOR DETAILS   
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• Open 24/7 •

Church Directory
First United Methodist Church

(850) 973-6295
Rev. Robert E. Laidlaw

Pock’o Vause, Youth Pastor
Service of Word & Table...........................8:30 a.m.
Sunday School............................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service........................................11:00 a.m.
Wed. Jr. High Youth (grades 6 - 8)...........5 - 6 p.m.
Wed. Sr. High Youth (grades 9 - 12)...6 - 7:30 p.m.

Midway Church Of God
2485 SE Midway Church Rd • Lee

(850) 971-5200 • Pastor Retis Flowers
Sunday School..........................................10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship........................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Family Training Hour............7:00 p.m.

Landmark Baptist Church
3399 W US Hwy 90 • Madison

(850) 973-7190 • Pastor, Robert Ledford

Sunday
Sunday School............................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................11:00 a.m.
Evening - BTC............................................6:30 p.m.
Evening Worship........................................7:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting...........................................7:30 p.m.

Macedonia Baptist Church
5539 E US 90

Lee, Florida 32059
Sunday School..........................................10:00 a.m.
Worship Service........................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting......................6:00 p.m.

List Your Church Here 
Call (850) 973-4141

Local Man Travels To
Cuba On Mission Trip

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Bill Brown, a
Madison res-
ident, went

on a mission trip to La-
jas, Cuba, from June 6
to June 13, with the
Baptist College of
Florida in Graceville.
The mission had eight
students, including
Brown, from the
school, one professor
and one representative
of  the Florida Baptist
Convention. Brown is

an online student at
the Baptist College of
Florida for Biblical
Studies. 

The purpose of  the
trip was to help reno-
vate a sanctuary at the
Saint Isabel Baptist
Church. The members
on the mission team
also helped with the
church’s Vacation
Bible School, held
bible study and evan-
gelism. 

Brown describes
the local residents as

very gracious, outgo-
ing people who were
receptive of  them and
their assistance in the
renovation project.

“It was an amazing
experience to be a part
of  what God’s doing in
Cuba,” said Brown.
“Cuba is really going
under an awakening.
It’s amazing to be a
small part of  God’s do-
ing.”

The language bar-
rier was not an issue
for the group. Three

members were able to
speak Spanish and
there was one transla-
tor. Brown said it was
fairly easy to locate
one of  the four people
to help translate.

The message that
Brown brought back
with him was that
everybody is a mis-
sionary in one way or
another, either at
home or in another
country and people
should embrace that
mandate. 

Photo Submitted

The members of the mission trip to Cuba are pictured left to right. In the back row: Andy, the translator;
James Womble, Pastor Yanel and his daughter. In the center row are: a St. Isabel Church member, Bill Brown,
Alainna Davis, Kelsi Brock, Darylyn Savage, Jennifer Ruiz and Melissa Chambers. In the front row are: Dr.
Richard Elligson, Head of Theology Department Baptist College of Florida and Team Leader; and Laura Root.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Bryant Thigpen is no stranger when it
comes to music or winning awards and
says his musical talent came to him nat-

urally. He credits God with his musical talents,
but says music also runs in his family. He doesn’t
remember exactly when he began playing piano,
but says during his early years, there was a piano
sitting by his bedroom door and everyday when
he would walk by, he would “bang on it to where I
would drive my parents crazy.” One day, he says,
his father had enough and told him, “If  you’re go-
ing to bang on it, I’m going to teach you how to
play it.” Thigpen says his dad showed him two to
three chords and he picked it up from there.

Fast forward to today where Thigpen was
awarded the 2014 Pianist of  the Year, presented to
him at the annual Gospel Post Convention and
Fan Awards in Bell, Fl. He says each year, sub-
scribers of  the Gospel Post, a national gospel mu-
sic publication, vote for their favorite bands,
vocalists and musicians, and this year, the fans of
gospel music voted him as their favorite pianist.
When asked why he won this award Thigpen gra-
ciously responds, “That’s a great question! There
are musicians in the gospel music industry and I
am very humbled that the fans of  this music
thought enough to vote me as their favorite.”

A diverse musician, Thigpen plays other mu-
sical instruments beside the piano; he also plays
bass guitar, drums and the trumpet, not to men-
tion his voice. He has won awards for Bass Gui-
tarist of  the Year three times, Baritone Vocalist of
the Year as well as Mixed Group of  the Year and
Band of  the Year.

The first group Thigpen played for was his
cousin’s group, the McCormick Family of  Lee,
when he was only 11 years old. At the age of  13,

Thigpen joined a differ-
ent family group, the
Reflectsons of  Trenton,
where he was able to
play with his dad, Tom-
my; his brother, Tommy
Lee; his uncle, Dale;
Dale’s son, Glen and
Glen’s wife, Leslie. He
began traveling with
his family, performing
100 plus concerts every
year but in 2008 decided
to take a break from the
road. After receiving
many invitations to per-
form at local churches
however, he took it as a
sign that God had other
plans and his current
group, LifeSong was
formed. It was during
this time that Thigpen
received what he calls
“the opportunity of  a
lifetime.” He was asked
by Naomi Sego to be the
pianist for her group
and says it was a dream
come true for him.
Sego, who he describes
as “having so many hit
songs that it would take
all day to name” and a
regular on the Gaither
Homecoming Series, al-
lowed Thigpen to travel
across the U.S., per-

forming 200 plus concerts in about 23 states and
adds, “Just to be part of  that legacy was incredi-
ble.”

LifeSong came off  the road with Sego in 2010,
but continue to perform as a group today. The
band is made up of  Thigpen; Ethan Brooks, who
has been with the group for nearly six years; and
Jessica Ratliff, who will celebrate her third year
with the ministry in August. LifeSong has record-
ed seven albums since its inception, with the
most current albums being “Never Alone,”
“Everyday Faith,” and “Yesterday and Today.”

After Thigpen walked away from his “dream
come true” of  traveling and playing music pro-
fessionally, it was then that he found his future.
LifeSong was performing at a church in Lake
Park, Ga. one evening when his future wife,
Stephanie, came to the concert with her parents.
He says he never would have guessed they would
have started dating or that she would later be-
come his wife. He feels God has blessed him with
an amazing woman and now, a beautiful two-
month-old daughter, Brynlee.

Besides playing for LifeSong and being a hus-
band and new father, Thigpen serves as the youth
pastor at Bible Deliverance Church in Madison,

allowing him to minister to others
in a different way. When speaking
of  all the ways he ministers to peo-
ple, Thigpen states, “I love being
able to use the talents He has given
me for His glory.”

If  you would like to learn more
about LifeSong, view their concert
schedule and see their product in-
formation, visit www.lifesong-
gospel.com. To schedule LifeSong,
call (850) 464-0114 or email
office@lifesonggospel.com.
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The gospel musical group, LifeSong, is made up
of Bryant Thigpen (top left), Ethan Brooks (top right)
and Jessica Ratliff.

Photo Submitted

Bryant Thigpen plays the musical instrument
that won him the 2014 Pianist of the Year award at the
Gospel Post Convention and Fan Awards in Bell,
Florida.

Photo Submitted

Bryant and his wife Stephanie, who Thigpen
says is “an amazing woman” and a blessing.



$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may 

be available. HUD
vouchers accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NW Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. Equal 
Housing Opportunity

rtn, c
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Classifieds WorkClassifieds Work
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& on the & on the 
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FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
8/3/2014 THROUGH 8/9/2014

Pageant and Prom 
Dresses For Sale:

Size 3 children's - white long
dress, worn as flower girl

dress, sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/

appliques on bottom, built-in
crinoline. - $50.

Size 4 children's - off white
dress, worn as flower girl
dress, lace work around

bodice, pretty lace work at 
bottom, cap sleeves - $25.

Size 7-8 children's - off white
dress, worn as a flower girl
dress, overlay of lace over 

entire dress, probably knee to
calf length - $25.

Size 8 children's - white, long
dress, lace around neck with

decorative bodice - $25.

Size 8 Teen Dress - A fuchsia
strapless gorgeous dress. The

dress has gathers up the
bodice  and a sequined design
down the left side and laces
up half the back. There is

also a train on this dress and
a split up one leg. $200.

Size 16 pre-teen size - white
long pageant gown, cap

sleeves, white sequin work
across entire bodice and

sleeves - $100.

Size 10 Teen Dress - A 
beautiful, elegant, flowing
emerald green dress. Has 

eye-catching beaded straps
that criss cross in the back
along with a beaded design 

in the front of the dress. 
Beautiful flowing train. $200.

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division 

approximately 13-15) - 
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss

cross across the back, sequins
spotted across the entire
gown, built-in crinoline - 

absolutely gorgeous. - $250.

Call Emerald Greene
(850) 973-3497

Leave a message.

7/23 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing 

designed for low income
families 150 SW 
Bumgardner Dr. 

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711 Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Become A Certified 
Nursing Assistant

Quest Training offers a nurse
taught CNA prep class. No

GED required if age 18. Pro-
fessional training site, high

pass rates. Now accepting stu-
dents. 

386-362-1065.
7/16 - 8/8, pd

Drivers, CDL-A:
Home EVERY Weekend!
ALL Loaded/Empty Miles

Paid!  Dedicated Southeast! Or
Walk Away Lease, No Money
Down.  Call 1-855-971-8524

8/6, pd

1/4 inch coat galvanized 
steel cable for sale

.15 cent a foot. We have as much as
you need. (850) 464-3041.

3/12 - rtn, n/c

Newspaper Bundles 
For Sale $1 each

Greene Publishing, Inc.
1695 S. SR 53 in Madison

(850) 973-4141.
3/12 - rtn, n/c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Just received a new 
supply of repo homes. 

Great price! Call for details
(386) 466-8315.

1/29 - rtn, c

Advertising 
Sales Representative

(salesman) needed
Our newspaper office is 
seeking an outstanding 

individual to join our sales
team. Do you possess a sun-

ny, friendly attitude? Can you
talk with customers easily and

help them feel at home? Do
you have a good personality

and LOVE to talk on the tele-
phone? If you are a team

player, able to handle multiple
tasks, have a friendly can-do-
attitude, a great work ethic,

are organized, and self-moti-
vated then this job might be
just for you. Valid Driver’s

License a must! Apply in per-
son only at Greene 

Publishing, Inc’s newspaper 
office, located at 1695 South

SR 53, in Madison.

Voice and beginning 
piano lessons being 

offered by Shelly Smith.
$15 per half hour 
lesson. Please call 

(850) 464-7560 
to sign up.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

Fort Madison Self-
Storage on 53 South

has 5’x10’, 10’x10’ and 
10’x20’ units available.
Call (850) 973-4004.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

12’x18’ building with 6’
porch located on State

Road 53 South. Ideal for a
small or start-up business.
Come see for yourself how

it could work for you. 
(850) 973-4141.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

For Rent
3 Apartments For Rent
On Small Quiet Farm.
1 BD, $350-$575 mo. 

Safe, 1 person or working
couple, no drugs. 2 miles
from town. Background

check required. 
(850) 673-1117.

7/16 - rtn, c

Pressure Washing
I can pressure wash 

your house, business, 
sidewalks and 

drive-ways. Call
(850) 843-4405.

7/23 - rtn, n/c

Substance Abuse 
Counselor

Human Services agency
is seeking a Full-time 

Substance Abuse 
Counselor to serve the 
Perry community and 

outlying areas.  Services
encompass working with

both adolescents and adults.
The preferred candidate

will have a Master’s degree
in a social or behavioral
science or a related area
and experience working
with adults or juveniles
with substance abuse 

issues.  State licensure
and/or certification as a

Certified Addictions 
Professional (CAP) are 
also preferred, but not 

required.  

Substance Abuse 
Counselor/Case Manager

Substance Abuse 
Counselor/ Case Manager

is needed to provide 
counseling, case 

management, and transition
services to individuals 
residing at Jefferson 

Correctional Institution.
Position requires the 
incumbent to possess 
a masters degree in a 

behavioral or social science
and State of Florida 

Licensure as a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker
(LCSW) or Licensed 

Mental Health Counselor
(LMHC).

Please note the 
position title for which 

you are applying on 
any correspondence.  

Qualified applicants must
complete a DISC Village
employment application

and submit to:
Madison Prevention, 

3333 W. Pensacola St.,
Suite 330, Tallahassee, 
FL 32304. Applications
may be downloaded at 
www.discvillage.com.

Please call (850) 575-4388
for assistance.  EOE/

Drug-Free Workplace.

7/30, 8/6, c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 14-59-CP
PROBATE DIVISION 

IN RE:  The Estate of 

VERNELL M. FLOWERS, 
Deceased. 

______________________________/

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ENTITLED ESTATE AND ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID
ESTATE: 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the administration of the estate of VER-
NELL M. FLOWERS, deceased, is pending in the Circuit Court in and for Madi-
son County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is the Madison
County Courthouse, Post Office Box 237, Madison, Florida  32341.  The name and
address of the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney
are set forth below. 
All persons having claims or demands against the estate are required, WITHIN
THREE CALENDAR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NOTICE to file with the clerk of the above styled court a writ-
ten statement of any claim or demand they may have.  Each claim must be in
writing and must indicate the basis for the claim, the name and address of the cred-
itor or his agent or attorney, and the amount claimed.  If the claim it not yet due,
the date when it will become due shall be stated.  If the claim is contingent or
unliquidated, the nature of the uncertainty shall be stated.  If the claim is secured,
the security shall be described.  The claimant shall deliver sufficient copes of the
claim to the clerk to enable the clerk to mail one (1) copy to the personal repre-
sentative. 
All persons interested in the estate to whom a copy of this Notice of Administra-
tion has been mailed are required, WITHIN THREE CALENDAR MONTHS
FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE to file
any objections they may  have that challenges the validity of the qualifications of
the personal representative, or the venue or jurisdiction of the Court. 
ALL CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL FOREVER BE
BARRED. 
Date of the first publication of this Notice of Administration: July 30, 2014.

THE HARDEE LAW FIRM, PL
/s/ Cary A. Hardee, II /s/ Gladys Flowers Alexander
Cary A. Hardee, II Gladys Flowers Alexander
Ernie M. Page, IV Personal Representative
Post Office Drawer 450 727 SE 11th Street
Madison, Florida 32341 Gainesville, Florida 32641
Telephone (850) 973-4007
Facsimile (850) 973-8495
Florida Bar Number 133856
Primary Email Address: lawhatter@aol.com
Secondary Email Address: CaryHardee@HardeeLawFirm.net
Attorney for the Personal Representative

7/30, 8/6

North Florida 
Community College:  

DIR of Business & Tech
Services; Recruiter;
Learning Specialist; 

Communications 
Specialist.  See

www.nfcc.edu for details.

7/30, 8/6, c

For Rent
1 BD Single Wide 

Mobile Home on a lake 
in Cherry Lake area.

Quiet. $350/month, $400
deposit. (850) 929-4333.

7/30 - rtn, c

Home For Sale
Spacious 5 BD 2 BA home
located in Greenville, NW
Haffye Drive. 3,211 square
feet. Screen porch. Lease or

cash. Call for details 
(877) 499-8065.

7/30 - 8/20, pd

2 BD 2 BA Home
Includes kitchen 
appliances, lawn 

maintenance and many 
extras. $800/month, 

$500 security deposit. 
(850) 464-7051.

7/30, 8/6, pd

Call toll-free: 1-800-756-3857

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
You can save up to 93% when you fill your prescriptions at our Canadian 

and International prescription service.

Celecoxib
$64.00

CelebrexTM $679.41
compared to

Our Price

Call Toll-free: 1-800-756-3857
Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Typical US brand price
for 200mg x 100

Generic equivalent of 
CelebrexTM. Generic price 

for 200mg x 100

Call the number below and save an additional $10 plus get free shipping on your 

first prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2014. Offer is 

valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with any other 

offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. 

Get An Extra $10 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!

Order Now! 1-800-756-3857
Use code 10FREE to receive this special offer.

Asphalt Milling, 
18 tons, $350 load.
Call Paul Kinsley at 

(850) 464-1230.

8/6 - rtn, n/c

Clinical Director-Mental
Health Services

for a 27 bed female 
Juvenile Justice program in
Greenville, Fl.  A Master’s
degree and State of Florida
licensure in a mental health
related field, as well as two
years experience in direct

mental health service 
delivery required. Also 

applicant must have 
supervisory skills.   

Mental Health Therapist -
Applicants must have 
graduated from any 
accredited college or 

university with a 
Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree in social work,

counseling and guidance,
psychology or human 

services

Candidates must pass a DJJ
background screen, drug
screening and physical in
order to be considered.  
Contact Ms. Mobley at
850-948-4220 or Fax 

resumes to 850-948-4227.

8/6, 8/13

ADOPTION

ADOPT- loving married
couple seeks to adopt, will
be hands on mom and dad.
Financial security. Expenses
paid. Dawn & Domenick
1(855)985-4592, Adam
Sklar #0150789

ADOPTION: A childless
loving couple seeks to
adopt.  Large family. Finan-
cial Security. Expenses
paid. Eileen & Kim. kiman-
deileenadopt@gmail.com
or 1-800-455-4929.

HELP WANTED

HVAC Technicians. 4 Week
Accelerated Hands On
Training Program. We Offer
6 National Certifications
And Lifetime Job Place-
ment Assistance. VA Bene-
fits Eligible! 877-994-9904

Want a Career Operating
Heavy Equipment? Bull-
dozers, Backhoes, Excava-
tors. "Hands On Training"
& Certifications Offered.
National Average 18-22
Hourly! Lifetime Job Place-
ment Assistance. VA Bene-
fits Eligible! Call
1-866-362-6497

Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55
cpm loaded. $1000 sign on
to Qualified drivers. Home
most weekends. Call: 843-
266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com EOE

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINE CAREERS begin
here- Get FAA approved
Aviation Maintenance Tech-

nician training. Financial
aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance.
Call AIM 866-314-3769
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert
for Seniors. Bathroom falls
can be fatal. Approved by
Arthritis Foundation. Thera-
peutic Jets. Less Than 4
Inch Step-In. Wide Door.
Anti-Slip Floors. American
Made. Installation Included.
Call 1-800-605-6035 for
$750 Off.

DirectTV - 2 Year Savings
Event! Over 140 channels
only $29.99 a month. Only
DirecTV gives you 2
YEARS of savings and a
FREE Genie upgrade! Call
1-800-481-2137

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drugstore
prices! 
50 Pill Special - $99 FREE
Shipping! 100 Percent
Guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-800-943-8953

DISH TV Retailer. Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
Find Out How to SAVE Up
to 50% Today! Ask About
SAME DAY Installation!
CALL 1-800-605-0984

2 BD Mobile Home
196 Gibson Trailer Park

Way, in Madison.  
$450 month.  $300 security
deposit.  Call 386-266-8231

8/6, pd

Wanted To Hire 
Someone To 

Establish Network 
At Small office.

Call 850-973-9980
8/6, rtn, n/c



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Brian Annett
has two pas-
sions in life:

one is buses (his family

business, Annett Bus
Lines, founded by his
parents, Eric and Nor-
ma Jean Annett in
1976); the other is base-
ball. 

Born just a year
earlier, in 1975, Brian
Annett jokes that his
father “had one year of
me, and then he was
ready for something
else.”

“I've been around
buses since I was a lit-
tle guy,” he told the
Madison Rotary Club,
where he is also a
member. “I had diesel
in my blood.”

He is now presi-
dent of  Annett Bus
Lines, and his brother,
David, is the vice presi-
dent. He speaks with
genuine fondness of

the family business,
where his buses take
people where they
need to go in comfort
that includes wi-fi and
television, and takes
pride in the motor
coach industry in gen-
eral, statistically noted
as one of  the safest
(only school buses are
ranked higher) and
most efficient (averag-
ing about 300 passen-
ger miles per gallon)
modes of  transporta-
tion in the country.  

His father, a former
school teacher, began
as an independent bus
operator in Sebring at
a time when the bus in-
dustry was heavily reg-
ulated. In fact, the only
two lines operating in
Florida were Trail-

ways and Greyhound,
until the industry was
deregulated in the
1980s.

In 2008-09, Grey-
hound shut down
routes going through
Madison; afterward,
Annett began negotia-
tions with the county
to open the Annett Bus
Terminal near I-10 be-
tween Madison and
Lee. The facility

opened in February
2014 with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, and
now serves Annett's
northern customer
base linking Jack-
sonville and Ocala, and
serves as a statewide
refurbishing center for
the fleet, doing both
restoration and sched-
uled maintenance.

The business, now
operating more than 50
buses and employing
about 100 people, has
other centers in Ocala
and Jacksonville and is
still headquartered in
Sebring, but Brian An-
nett and his family live
in Madison.

“And it's all be-
cause of  baseball,” he
said.

All his life, he has
loved baseball as much
as buses. It was base-
ball that brought him
to Madison, where he
played for the NFCC
baseball team. It was
as a college student in
Madison that he met
the Bass family, who
became lifelong
friends, and it was at
NFCC that he met his
wife, Christi. When the
small town of  Sebring
was no longer quite so
small, it was Madison
that came to mind
when he sought that
small town atmosphere
he remembered from
his own childhood, and
when all the right cir-

cumstances came to-
gether, he knew he
wanted to move his
family to Madison and
open the new bus cen-
ter in Madison County.

In addition to ser-
vicing the fleet, the
Madison Center, which
started out with six
employees and now
has 15, is working on
local tour packages
and a charter opera-
tion for businesses,
church groups, com-
munity groups and
school field trips. They
also have bus centers
in other states
throughout the coun-
try, and work with oth-
er bus lines. No matter
where anyone wants to
travel, even if  Annett
doesn't have a bus go-
ing there, they can
book the traveler on
another bus that will
get him to his destina-
tion.

He loves being in
Madison, the same
kind of  small town he
grew up in, a town
where he and Christi
are firm supporters of
the public school sys-
tem their children Abi
and Drew attend.

“Sometimes, we
have to knock our-
selves to figure out
how we came to be so
blessed,” he told the
audience.  

And it's all because
of  baseball.
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SPORTS

The
Health Focus

is Almost Here

and much more!

Find out about:
* Study Shows rhymes can inspire reasoning-

in third trimester

* Local gets Cutting Edge Heart Procedure

* Gov. Scott Announces Fee Reductions-

For Health Care Professionals

Get it inside the August 8th Edition of the

Enterprise Recorder

Madison STARZ Second In Florida

Photo Submitted

The Madison County Babe Ruth 12U All Star team, the Madison STARZ, competed in the Babe Ruth 12U State Tournament in Live Oak, on July 9 to July 13. The
STARZ finished out their season this year by placing second in the state of Florida. In the front row, left to right are: Wesley Borgert (bat boy), Riley Borgert, Samuel
Odiorne, Tyler Andrews, Dawson Rutherford, Brady Browning and Bryce Stephens. In the back row, left to right are: Steve Odiorne, Vinsont'a Allen, Kyler Howell,
David Stephens, Zane Herring, Chalon Howard, Blake Sevor, Dan Rutherford and DaQuarius Thompkins.

Brian Annett: It All Started With Baseball

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, July 30, 2014

Rotarian Brian An-
nett, president of Annett
Bus Lines, takes to podi-
um to talk to his fellow
Rotary Club members
about the business his
parents started in 1976,
and what eventually
brought him and his fam-
ily to Madison.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, July 30, 2014

After his presentation, Brian Annett pauses in front of the Rotary banner with
his family, who were Rotary's special guests that day. Left to right are: Annett,
his wife Christi, their daughter Abi, who is going into seventh grade, and their
son Drew, who will be entering ninth grade when school starts in a few days.

Photo Submitted

“And it all began
with...Baseball.” The fi-
nal slide in the presenta-
tion shows Annett in his
college days as a player
for the NFCC team. Base-
ball, buses and a love of
small town life brought
him and his family to
Madison to live.



Superintendent Doug Brown Welcomes
Madison County Back To School

See Page 2B
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School Dress Codes
In Madison County

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Students attend-
ing Kinder-
garten-8th grade

in Madison County must
adhere to the following
dress code: Shirts allowed
are shirts with or without
collars, t-shirts and but-
ton down shirts. All shirts
must be solid in color.
There are no logos al-
lowed unless the logo is of
Madison County School
District sponsored activi-
ties, clubs or sports. Stu-
dents may wear jeans
(blue or black in color),
khaki or dark pants,
shorts or skorts. This
dress code applies to Lee
Elementary, Pinetta Ele-

mentary, Greenville Ele-
mentary and Madison
County Central Schools.

Madison County
High School students  do
not have a school uni-
form, but must abide by
the school’s dress code.
The dress code states that
no logos are allowed un-
less the logo is of  Madi-
son County School Dis-
trict sponsored activities,
clubs or sports. Clothing
must not expose the torso
or midriff  on either the
front, back or sides. Tops
that are prohibited are:
halter tops, tube tops,
backless tops, tops with
spaghetti straps, tank
tops, one strap or shoul-
der tops and strapless

tops.  All necklines must
be modest. Dresses,
shorts and skirts must be
mid-to-knee length, and
must not be backless.

Madison County Ex-
cel Alternative Education
Center uniforms include:
solid colored navy, black
or khaki pants with belt
loops and a black or
brown belt. Shirts must
have a collar and sleeves
in the color of  white, gray,
black, maroon or blue and
must be tucked in at all
times. Black or white
sneakers or other black or
brown enclosed flat shoes
must be worn with socks. 

For information on
Madison County dress
codes, the document is on-

line at http://portal.madi-
son.k12.fl.us/.

James Madison
Preparatory High
School’s dress code in-
cludes shirts that must
have a collar or be official
JMPHS spirit wear. Shirts
must have short or long
sleeves and cover the
chest, cleavage and
midriff. Shirts must not
contain inappropriate or
vulgar graphics or words.
Pants, shorts and skirts m
,must be worn at waist
level. Pants must include
a properly sized belt.
Shorts, skirts and dresses
must be mid-to-knee
length or longer. Flip-
flops and slippers are not
allowed. 

Fran Hunt
Greene Publishing, Inc.

With school be-
g i n n i n g
within the

next couple of  weeks, par-
ents need to know which
immunizations are re-
quired for their children,
and at what age they are
required.

Community Health
Nursing Director Donna
L. Melgaard, RN of  the
Jefferson County Health
Department provided the
information.

Before attending
school in Florida (Kinder-
garten through grade 12),
each child must provide a
form DH 680, Florida Cer-
tification of  Immuniza-
tion, documenting the fol-
lowing immunizations:

Public/Non-Public
Schools, grades K-12:

Four or five doses of
d i p t h e r i a - p e r t u s s i s
(DTaP) vaccine.

Two or three does of
Hepatitis B (Hep B) vac-
cine

Three, four or five
doses of  polio vaccine (if
the fourth dose if  vaccine

is administered prior to
the fourth birthday, a fifth
dose of  polio vaccine is
required).

Two doses of
measles-mumps-rubella
(MMR) vaccine.

Two doses of  Varicel-
la vaccine for Kinder-
garten and grades one
through six (Varicella
vaccine is not required if
Varicella Disease is docu-
mented by a health care
provider).

One dose of  Varcella
vaccine for grades seven
through twelve (Varicella
vaccine is not required if
Varicella Disease is docu-
mented by a health care
provider).

Seventh Grade Re-
quirements:

In addition to Kinder-
garten through 12th grade
requirements, students
must have the following
vaccinations:

One dose of  tetanus-
d i p t h e r i a - p e r t u s s i s
(Tdap).

For further informa-
tion, contact the Madison
County Health Depart-
ment at (850) 973-5000.

Required School
Immunizations

Fran Hunt
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Backpacks have made it easy for Americans
to carry everything except the kitchen
sink without realizing that they could be

throwing out their backs.
In less than a couple of  weeks, students will be

racing to the school bus or scurrying to their classes
with overstuffed backpacks slung over one shoulder.

At the same time, more parents have opted for
lugging a backpack rather than a briefcase to and
from the office.

While carrying a backpack may seem harm-
less enough, it can cause some painful back
and neck problems for people who don’t
pack or carry their backpacks properly, ac-
cording to the Florida Chiropractic Associ-
ation (FCA).

“Back pain is pervasive in our society,”
says FCA President Ken Dougherty.
“Eighty percent of  all Americans will suf-
fer from it at one point in their lives and 50
percent of  us will suffer from low-back
pain this year alone. Much of  this suffer-
ing is brought on by bad habits initiated
during our younger years, such as carry-
ing overweight backpacks to school.” 

A survey conducted by Lands’ End Direct Ser-
vices found that more than 96 percent of  children,
ages 8-12, will carry a backpack to school this year.

Of  those, nearly one-third will carry their back-
pack improperly.  Similarly, a study conducted in
Italy found that the average child carries a backpack
that would be the equivalent of  a 39-pound backpack
for a 176-pound man, or a 29-pound backpack for a
132-pound woman.

The FCA offers the following tips to parents to
help prevent the needless pain that backpack misuse
can cause a student in your household.

*  Make sure that your child’s backpack weighs
no more than five to 10 percent of  his or her body
weight.  If  the backpack is heavier, it will cause your
child to bend forward in an attempt to support the
weight on his or her back, rather than on the shoul-
ders, by the straps.

*  The position of  the backpack is important.  The
backpack should never hang more than four inches

below the waistline.  A backpack that hangs too low
increases the weight on the shoulders, causing your
child to lean forward when walking.

*   A backpack with individualized compartments
helps in positioning the contents more effectively.
When packing the backpack, make sure that the
pointy or bulky items are packed away from the area
that will rest on your child’s back.  An uneven sur-
face rubbing on your child’s’ back could cause
painful blisters.

*   Keep in mind that bigger is not necessarily bet-
ter. Parents should buy the best-designed backpack

possible for their child.  The more room
there is in a backpack, the more your child
will carry and the heavier the backpack
will be.

*   It is important that your child wear
both shoulder straps.  Lugging the back-
pack around by one shoulder strap can
cause a disproportionate shift of  weight
to one side, leading to neck and muscle
spasms as well as lower back pain.

*   Padded straps are very important.
Non-padded straps are very uncomfort-
able and can dig into your child’s shoul-
ders.

*   The shoulder straps should also be
adjustable so the backpack can be fitted to your
child’s body.  Shoulder straps that are too loose can
cause the backpack to dangle uncomfortably and can
cause spinal misalignment and pain.

*   If  the backpack is still too heavy, talk to your
child’s teacher.  It might be possible for your child to
leave the heaviest books at school and bring home
only lighter handout materials or workbooks.

*   If  your child continues to complain about back
pain, consider an alternative to traditional back-
packs such as packs on wheels.  More parents and
children are realizing the benefit of  this safer way to
transport books and other needed materials to and
from school.

*   Talk to your child about the proper use of
backpacks and help him or her understand why this
and other ergonomic issues are important.  A child
who is educated early in life on the importance of  er-
gonomics can apply this knowledge later in life and
will be happier and healthier as a result.

Backpacks Can 
Cause Back Pain Fran Hunt

Greene Publishing, Inc.

Experts advise
that the earlier
a child could

start being taught, the
better.

Few new parents
gaze into their babies
crib and imagine getting
their newborn ready for
school; that seems ages
away.  However, learning
actually begins when a
baby first opens their
eyes.  Research shows
that children are born
ready to learn (ages 0-3).

The natural curiosity
and trying to make sense
of  the world around them
in infants show readiness
for learning.

Below are some ways
to help parents get their
children excited about
learning, even as babies
and toddlers.

They include:
Talk together.  Copy•

your baby’s sounds and
encourage your baby to
imitate you.

Point out and name•
the things around you.
For instance, as you peel
a potato, show it to your
baby, say what it is, and
let the baby touch it.

Give your child•
things or toys they can
touch, bang and shake, so
they learn how things
work.

Use math games in•
your daily routines.
Count stairs as you
climb, or peas on a plate,
etc.

Give choices, based•
on the child’s age.  For in-
stance, young children
may be able to decide be-
tween two books to read
before bed.

Children love flash•
cards and catch on very
quickly. Use the animal
cards and ask your child
“which one is the…,” this
game also works for fruit,
vegetables, etc. 

Let your child be the•
problem solver, figuring
out the solution for him-
self.

Read together.  It’s•
never too early to start.
And when you read to-
gether, let your child hold
the book and point to the
pictures as you read,
even if  they hold the
book upside down.

Your children learn
best through their every-
day experiences with the
people they love.

Begin Teaching

Children Early

It ’s Time to Put on Your Dancing Shoes!
Back to School”

means it’s
time to go

back to dancing school
as well.  On Tuesday,
September 2nd, the sound
of  tapping feet and lively
music will once again be
heard at Becky’s Dance
Steps Studio as students
put on their dancing
shoes for the studio’s 39th

season of  dance instruc-
tion.  Registration and
Open House for the 2014
– 2015 terms will be held
Wednesday, August 13th –

Friday, August 15th, from
3 p.m. – 6 p.m. at the stu-
dio located at 438 East
Base Street, next to Mc-
Donald’s in Madison.
Classes will be offered in
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Kinder-
dance and Pointe 
for ages three 
through adult.  Informa-
tion about purchasing
dancewear will also be
available at registration.
From the pre-school be-
ginner experiencing the
magical world of  dance
for the first time to the

seasoned performer,
there is sure to be a class
for everyone.

Becky Robinson, the
owner and Director of
Becky’s Dance Steps Stu-
dio, is a member of
Dance Masters of  Amer-
ica.  She and her staff
are excited about the
prospects of  a new
school year offering the
latest in dance to the
youth and community of
Madison and the sur-
rounding areas.  Return-
ing students can also

look forward to having
Scott Benson, renowned
dancer, choreographer
and teacher at Becky’s
Dance Steps Studio
teaching weekly classes
in Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical
and Contemporary.  For
more registration infor-
mation, call 973-4828 or
973-4444 or visit us on the
web at www.beckys-
dancesteps.com. Return-
ing students can also
download the registra-
tion forms from the web-
site to register by mail.  



Dear PES Family and
Friends,

Pinetta Elementary
School is a school-wide Ti-
tle I school and we are
ready to begin a new year
with new goals, chal-
lenges, and expectations.
We will have a few new
faces at school this year.
We will have three new
teachers at Pinetta Ele-
mentary School.  Mrs.
Samantha Fletcher will
be our new face in
Kindergarten, Mrs. Au-

tumn Burnett well be in
2nd grade and Jennifer
Colepand will be in third
grade.  We are very excit-
ed to have them join our
family.

Again this year, PES
students will be adhering
to the Madison County
dress code.  The district
has changed the dress
code slightly this year.
Shirts now may be any
SOLID color (T-shirt or
polo style).  Shirts are not
to have designs, stripes,

etc.  Students can wear
Pinetta logo t-shirts as
well. Pants or shorts can
be khaki, navy blue, or
black. Jeans can be also
worn but must be black or
blue only.  All shoes must
be closed toed and at-
tached to your foot (no
flip-flops).   If  you have
any questions please give
us a call at school.

You are invited to this
year’s back-to-school open
house on Thursday, Au-
gust 14th 5 - 7 p.m.  Come

meet your child’s teacher
and hear a little of  what
will be expected of  you
and your child.  I would
also like to invite you to
get involved with your
school.  There are so
many ways you can vol-
unteer at a school, so get
involved today!  Also, be
on the lookout for upcom-
ing family nights for each
grade level.

This year we have a
new student motto “Being
the very best I can be rests

with in me.  Treat others
the way you want to be
treated.”  We want every
student to know this and
live this motto everyday!
We have high expecta-
tions of  our PES family!

Our school day be-
gins promptly at 7:50 a.m.
and ends at 3:15 p.m.  We
look forward to another
spectacular year at Pinet-
ta Elementary School!   

Sincerely,
Beth Moore
Principal
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BACK TO SCHOOL

We Wish the Students,
Faculty & Staff Of

All The Madison
County schools 

A Great Year!

Pinetta Elementary School

Dear Madison County Students and Families:

The 2014-15 school year begins with the first day of  school on Monday, August 18th.  The District’s teachers, ad-
ministrators, and support personnel have been working throughout much of  the summer in anticipation of  an amaz-
ing year of  teaching and learning at each of  our schools.  We will continue our efforts to raise student achievement
levels through a rigorous curriculum and outstanding instruction.  Our commitment is to provide a quality educa-
tion to ALL students.  

Several exciting projects will be evident in the new school year.  The $16.8 million renovation of  Madison Coun-
ty High School is underway.  Sixteen portable classroom buildings have been located just to the east of  the high school
complex to accommodate students during Phase I of  the renovation project.  The Madison County Virtual School is
now available to students in grades six through twelve, allowing students to complete courses in online and blended
learning environments.  Madison County Central School is the recipient of  a multimillion dollar school improvement
grant focusing on five essentials to a quality education: parent/community involvement, instructional support, lead-
ership, collaboration, and ambitious instruction.  Greenville Elementary School is the recipient of  an Annenberg
Foundation grant to facilitate music and art instruction.  Pinetta Elementary School and Lee Elementary School are
operating at enrollment capacity.  In fact, a new portable classroom will be located at LES to accommodate student en-
rollment.  

The following is a list of  Open House dates and times for each school along with a list of  school leadership per-
sonnel:

Open House is a great way for families to get involved with the schools.  Principals, teachers, and staff  will be
available for questions and guidance.  Involvement of  families is crucial to the success of  our schools.  We look for-
ward to seeing you!

Sincerely,
Doug Brown
Superintendent of  Schools 

August 18 Begins New School Year

Dear Parents and
Students,

The teachers and
staff  of  New Testament
Christian School want to
welcome you back for
the 2014-2015 school year.
With renewed hope and
fresh vision we are excit-
ed to see what God has in
store for our school this
year. We have some new
students this year and
we are excited to wel-
come them into the arms
of  our loving school fam-
ily. We have wonderful
teachers who are dedi-
cated to helping your
children grow and devel-
op into what God has
created them to be. 

At NTCS it has al-
ways been our goal to
provide the best educa-
tion we can, in a safe
Christ centered environ-
ment. This has proven to
be a challenging task,
with relentless pres-
sures from outside to re-
lax standards and
compromise our values.

This year we are com-
mitted to raising stan-
dards, and resisting the
temptation to be any-
thing but the school God
has made us to be. We be-
lieve we can serve our
students and parents
best when we are true to
who we are. 

We are a school with
strong Christian beliefs
and values. We believe
the Bible is the solid
rock that we are to build
our life upon. For this
reason we use curricu-
lum which incorporates
the Bible into the child’s
education. Bible lessons
are taught in every
grade level everyday, and
the Bible is our guide for
moral and social con-
duct. 

We believe flexibili-
ty is vital to the success
of  a school like ours.
Flexibility allows us
change to best suit the
educational needs of  our
students. This year we
have restructured our
classes. We have kept the
traditional classroom
setting for K-5 through
5th grades. For grades six
and up we have a combi-
nation of  traditional in-
struction as well as
individualized learning.
This structure allows us
to meet the varied needs
of  our students while en-

suring quality educa-
tion. We  welcome new
students K-5 through 5th

grade. If  you think
NTCS is the place for
your child, please con-
tact us at 973-3877. We
will be happy to answer
any questions you may
have.

We believe our val-
ues set us apart from
many other schools in
this community. They
make us who we are, and
have likely played a big
role in your decision to
enroll your child with
us. We honor your deci-
sion to trust us during
these formative years of
your childs life.  We do
not take this responsibil-
ity lightly and will strive
to not only give your
children a quality educa-
tion, but also a Christ
centered atmosphere
where they can grow
spiritually as well. 

As Principal, I can’t
wait to get this new year
started. I look forward to
meeting each child and
seeing the halls filled
with excitement and
laughter. I am looking
forward to an excellent
year, and can’t wait to
see you August 18th for
the first day of  school.

Justin Riegsecker
Principal 

New Testament Christian
Beth Moore

Justin Riegsecker



Welcome back to
School. MCEAEC, other-
wise known as Madison
Excel, has returned to
being fully operated by
Madison County School
District.  Madison Excel
has undergone a com-
plete reorganization
with a new and stronger
staff  whose goal is to
provide the best educa-
tion possible for its stu-
dents.  MCEAEC will
begin the new school
year with Mrs. Jada
Williams assigned as the
Dean of  Students/Lead
Teacher.  Jada will be
the “go between” person
for MCEAEC and dis-
trict Coordinator of  Ca-
reer, Technical and
Alternative Education,
Sam Stalnaker.  Togeth-
er, they will ensure a
smaller teacher to stu-
dent ratio, while man-
dating student success
through a more interac-
tive approach to teach-
ing and learning.
Students will receive
both “face to face” and
computer-based instruc-
tion while the staff
works to confirm all edu-
cational needs are met
within the confines of
an alternative school
setting.

MCEAEC staff  is ex-
cited to welcome all par-
ents, students and
community stakehold-
ers to our facility.  We
are looking forward to
developing a strong part-
nership between the
school, parents and stu-
dent. This partnership
will insure all stakehold-
ers share the responsi-
bility of  student success.
Through a shared re-
sponsibility, MCEAEC
staff  wants you to know
that we will strive our

very best to fulfill our re-
sponsibility when it
comes to educating your
child.  We, at MCEAEC,
offer an open invitation
for parents and our com-
munity to become in-
volved in the education
of  our students. 

MCEAEC will be
holding its annual Open
House Thursday, August
15th from 5 - 6 p.m.
MCEAEC will operate
using a traditional

school day beginning at
8 a.m. and ending at 2:55
p.m.  All students shall
arrive at and depart
from school either by
district school bus or by
parental transportation.
NO students shall be
permitted to drive to
MCEAEC. Again, we
welcome all students,
parents and students
back to school at
MCEAEC for an exciting
and prosperous year.
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Madison County Excel 
Alternative Education Center

(MCEAEC)

Dear Madison Academy 
Students and Teachers,

Summers tend to go by
quickly, and this summer
has been no exception.

Soon it will be time for
the bell to ring signifying
the start of  the 2014-2015
school year!  Mrs. Blair,
Mrs. Rhonda and I are anx-
iously awaiting the arrival
of  teachers on August 4th

followed by students on Au-
gust 11th.

Our faculty roster has
seen some changes since
we dismissed in May.  First,
I am pleased to announce
that Mrs. Kristy Green will
be taking over the helm in
second grade.  Many of  you
may know Mrs. Green
from her work with stu-
dents at Fellowship Baptist
Church and in our commu-
nity.  We are thrilled that
she will be sharing her
training and God given gift
of  teaching with our stu-
dents! In addition, I am ex-
cited that I will have the
opportunity to once again
share my love of  teaching
with Madison Academy
students.  This year finds
me going back into the
classroom that I love so
much, fourth grade!  Yes,
this means I will wear mul-
tiple hats next year, but
keep in mind that Madison
Academy Heads of  School

spent the majority of  their
day teaching for over forty
years.  I, for one, am
thrilled to have this oppor-
tunity!   Finally, Mrs. Patri-
cia Holmes will be
managing our library.
Mrs. Holmes is a certified
Educational Media Spe-
cialist with well over 35
years of  experience in li-
brary administration. We
are truly blessed to have
her join our ranks!

Our student roster has
seen some changes as well.
We are fielding inquiries
and giving tours on a daily
basis.  As a result, we will
be welcoming several new
students at various grade
levels.   Please join me in
welcoming our new fami-
lies to our community.
Thank you for entrusting
your children to us!

The 2014-2015 master
schedule and academic cal-
endar were carefully craft-
ed to maximize instruction
in all areas.  We will con-
tinue to offer a strong acad-
emic core with multiple
opportunities for enrich-
ment.  Additional enrich-
ment classes for this year
include Spanish in first
through eighth grades
taught by Mrs. Erika
Robinson, Music Technolo-
gy Instruction for middle
grade students with Mr.
Jay Hicks, and Publisher
(Yearbook) led by Mrs.
Melinda Smith. 

Our Board of  Direc-
tors met over the summer
and bid farewell to three
beloved members: Isaac
Newman, Tracey Platt, and
Melanie Crosby.  All three
have earned a well de-
served break.  Michael Vul-
lo, Andrea Krell, and
Lindsey Lawson have gra-
ciously agreed to fill the va-
cant board seats.  If  you
have the opportunity to

thank a board member for
their contribution of  their
time and talents to our
school, please do so.

We are currently look-
ing for volunteers to help
organize this year’s PAT
Club events.  If  you would
like to donate your time
and talents to this worthy
association, please let us
know.  If  organization is
not your forte, there will be
numerous opportunities
for you to assist with PAT
Club projects throughout
the year.  Keep in mind that
if  you are a parent or a
teacher at Madison Acade-
my, by default you are a
member of  our PAT Club.
No interviews or tryouts
necessary!  The same mem-
bership clause applies for
our Grandparents’ Club.  If
you are the grandparent of
a Madison Academy stu-
dent or alumni, you are a
member of  our Grandpar-
ents’ Club, so please come
out and enjoy the fun!

This year’s fun begins
at our Back to School Open
House on Thursday, Au-
gust 7th from 5:30 p.m. until
6:30 p.m.  Please visit our
activity building first for
introductions and instruc-
tions before heading to
your child’s class.  In the
event that I do not see you
at Open House, I will plan
to see you on Monday the
11th at 7:50 a.m. for the first
day of  school!  Enjoy the
rest of  your summer. We
will see you soon!

Sincerely,
Janna Barrs
Head of  School

“For I know the plans I
have for you,’ declares the
LORD, ‘Plans to prosper
you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a
future.”

Jeremiah 29:11

Madison Academy

Janna Barrs

Jada Williams

Welcome back Madison
County High School
students and parents,

As Principal of
Madison County High
School, I can speak for
all of  us when I say we
are excited about our
new renovations. In two
years, Madison County
High School will look
like a new, upgraded
school with a fresh face.
However, for the next
couple of  years, our
campus will not look
like the old high school.

We will have portables
on campus where some
of  our classes will be
held. For the Class of
2015, they will always
look back on their se-
nior year and have sto-
ries to tell about when
the high school was be-
ing rebuilt. During this
renovation period, all
schedules will run as
normal. Classes will not
be interrupted, just the
setting of  the class-
rooms.

We are dedicated to
having many choices
for our students. We
have many different
classes and programs
for every student. We
have Honors Classes,
Advanced Placement
Classes, Virtual Classes,
Career and Technical
Programs, Dual Enroll-
ment, sports, extra cur-
ricular programs, clubs
and much more.

Our ultimate goal is

to prepare all students
to go to college or to be
able to pursue a career,
whatever their wants
and desires are. We have
much to offer students
at Madison County
High School.

We welcome you to
come out and visit our
school to see the
progress in our renova-
tions and discuss your
child’s future dreams
and desires with us.
Our open house will be
held on August 14 from
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  We
will have a 9th grade ori-
entation starting at 5:30
p.m. in the gym for our
new incoming students
and parents on that
same day.

Sincerely,

Ben F. Killingsworth
Principal

Madison County High
School 

Madison County High School

Ben Killingsworth



The 2014-15 school
year is right around the
corner.   Lee Elemen-
tary School teachers
and staff  are excited
about our students’ re-
turn.    We believe that
ALL students can learn
and WILL learn if  they
are inspired to give
their best effort in the
process.  To make that

belief  a reality, we
pledge to work hard to
provide students with
ambitious and engaging
instruction.  We also
need our parents’ help.
We encourage parents
to get involved by read-
ing daily with their chil-
dren, making sure their
children complete their
daily review work, and
by volunteering at the
school.  All you have to
do is fill out the school
board volunteer form,
and we will have lots of
opportunities for you to
be part of  your child’s
activities at school.

Some important
dates to jot down on
your calendar are:

August 12th – Open
House

August 18th – First

Day of  School
September 1st – La-

bor Day Holiday

Open House will be
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.    We
are asking parents to
drop their students off
at their classrooms and
then join me in the cafe-
teria for a short parent
information meeting.
While we review a few
school policies and pro-
cedures, the teachers

will have a few minutes
to introduce themselves
to their new students.
After our short meet-
ing, parents will then be
able to visit with their
children’s teachers and
get specific class infor-
mation.

We look forward to
seeing everyone there.

Sincerely,

Robin B. Hill
Principal
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Robin Hill

Demetrius Rice

Willie Miles
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Each year the
front office at Aucilla
Christian Academy
(ACA) keeps much-
needed medical sup-
plies for their
teachers and stu-
dents. 

This year ACA
would like to offer
parents the opportu-
nity to help keep the
office stocked with
these supplies.

Needed supplies
(asterisk indicates
most needed) include
*Kleenex, *wet wipes,
*cough drops, *throat
drops, Q-tips, athletic

tape, large gauze ban-
dages, *assorted sizes
of  Band-Aids,  *knee
bandages, *Clorox
wipes, *Tylenol (chil-
dren’s chewable or
fast melt, and adult),
*Ibuprofen (children’s
chewable or fast melt)
and adult, Tums (chil-
dren’s and adult’s).
We alson need Pepto
Bismol tablets (chil-
dren’s and adult’s),
Neosporin, *Bactine
spray, *antibiotic
ointment, anti-itch
spray or cream, liquid
Benadryl, and femi-
nine hygiene items.

If  you have any
questions call Mandy
Self  at 997-3597.

Dear Friends,
Our campus is a

flurry of  activity as we
diligently prepare for
another exciting school
year.  We hope that your
summer has included
some special time with
your precious children.
Our students are a
tremendous blessing to
us and they bring us
such great joy.  I am cer-
tain that you look for-
ward to having some
dedicated time with
them.

Last school year
was once again a year
filled with many suc-
cesses.  We are certainly
proud of  all that our stu-
dents have accom-
plished in the
classroom, in the athlet-
ic arena, and in their
community.  Your chil-
dren, the students of
Aucilla Christian Acad-
emy, continue to be im-
pressive leaders in all of
these areas.  Yes, we can
all take great pride in
our past.  At the same
time, we don’t want to
fall into the trap of  rest-
ing on our past.  Our fo-
cus continues to be the
future.  Our school is
committed to being in a

constant state of  im-
provement in our efforts
to become all that God
intends for us to be.  We
know that the future is
bright and we know
that, with God’s guid-
ance and provision, our
potential both as a
school and as individu-
als is unlimited.

As we make prepa-
rations to begin another
school year, I want to
take this opportunity to
express my sincere grat-
itude to you for entrust-
ing your children into
our care.  This is a re-
sponsibility by which
we are humbled and for
which we are thankful.
I also want to remind
you that an Aucilla
Christian Academy edu-
cation is a good and
Godly investment into
the future of  your chil-
dren.  It will impact
them for the rest of
their lives and beyond.

We have, once
again, placed the major-
ity of  our back to school
information on our web-
site.  This is designed to
help us be good stew-
ards and to have the in-
formation that you need
more accessible to you.
Please let us know if
you have any questions.
We joyfully look for-
ward to serving you and
your children in the
year ahead.  May God
bless you all throughout
the remainder of  this
summer.

In Christ,

Richard E. 
Finlayson

Fran Hunt
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The teachers at Aucilla Christian Academy have
released the lists of  needed school supplies for their
students. 

Parents of  primary students may feel free to
bring in school supplies on orientation day, August 8
at 10 a.m.

In the K-4 class of  Mrs. Bass, students will
need one box of  eight large crayons, four large glue
sticks, two pencils, one pair of  child scissors
(Fiskars are the best), one small hard school box
(cigar box size), one set of  watercolor paints, one
box of  eight large markers, one vinyl/plastic folder
with pockets (no center brads), one large eraser, one
four-ounce bottle Elmer’s glue, one large backpack,
one box of  forks and one box of  spoons.

Also, one large container of  Clorox wipes, one
box of  Kleenex tissue, one large hand sanitizer, one
pack of  microwavable paper plates (no Styrofoam),
one roll of  paper towels, one large container of  wet
wipes, one change of  clothes in a plastic bag labeled
with name in case of  “accidents.” (All children must
be potty-trained).

Also, one beach towel for napping, mats will be
provided, one Mr. Clean Magic Eraser, and one over-
sized white T-shirt.

In the K-5 class of  Mrs. Stephens, students
will need one box of  eight large basic color crayons,
10 #2 pencils with cap erasers, one four-ounce bottle
of  Elmer’s glue, two glue sticks, one pair of  scissors
(Fiskars are the best), two folders with pockets, no
brads (one of  your choice and one vinyl) one 9” x 12”
white board, four dry erase markers any color, one
cigar box size school box, one large backpack, one
box of  spoons, one package of  paper plates, one
package of  baby wipes, one container of  Clorox
wipes, one Mr. Clean Magic Eraser and one over-
sized white T-shirt. 

In the first grade class of  Mrs. Roberts, stu-
dents will need one large backpack, one cigar box
size school box, one box of  eight basic color crayons
(please do not send a larger box), two large glue
sticks, 10 #2 pencils with cap erasers, blunt-point
scissors (Fiskars are the best), wide-ruled spiral
notebook, three pocket folders, one dry erase board
(no larger than 9” x 12”), three dry erase markers,
one dry erase board eraser, two packages of  Clorox
wipes, one box of  Kleenex, one box of  spoons, one
box of  forks, one roll of  paper towels, one box of
quart-size freezer bags, one Mr. Clean Magic Eraser,
and one oversized white T-shirt. 

In the second grade class of  Mrs. Love, stu-
dents will need #2 pencils (not mechanical), one
plastic pencil sharpener, one package of  notebook
paper, one box of  (only) 16 crayons, one box of  eight
regular color markers, one glue stick, one small bot-
tle of  glue, one pair of  scissors (Fiskars are the
best), three plastic or vinyl folders (no brads), two
large covers for larger books, one pencil box, 11” x 7”
size, one small white board, with one marker and
one eraser, one box of  Kleenex for students with last
names ending in A-K, one box of  forks for students
with last names ending in A-K, one large container
of  wet wipes for students with names ending in L-Z,
one box of  spoons for students with last names end-
ing in L-Z, one Mr. Clean Magic Eraser, and one over-
sized white T-shirt.  Mrs. Love asks parents to please
bring school supplies on Friday, August 8 during ori-
entation if  possible.  Also, students are asked to re-
main only a few minutes on Monday, August 11.
“Students in second grade are transitioning into in-
dependence and it should begin as we start the
year,” reminds Mrs. Love.

In the third grade class of  Mrs. Aman, stu-
dents will need #2 pencils, one large eraser, one
package of  16 crayons, one package of  eight mark-
ers, one 8 ½ x 4 ½ plastic school box, scissors
(Fiskars are the best), one bottle of  glue, one glue
stick, one large box of  Kleenex, one large rectangu-
lar container of  wet wipes, four cardboard pocket
folders (one is for notebook paper, pocket folders
may be solid colors or have pictures on them), wide
ruled notebook paper, three jumbo book covers (the
stretch kind that will fit all sizes of  books), one ruler
with inches and centimeters. The inch side needs to
be divided into sixteenths, with marks showing ¼,

½, and ¾ inches, also, shiny rulers are hard to read.
Also, one box of  spoons for students with last names
that begin with A-H, one box of  forks for students
with last names that begin with L-Z, two red pens,
one large backpack, one large container of  wet
wipes, and one over-sized T-shirt. Mrs. Aman asks
parents to please check on their child’s supplies
throughout the year, especially paper and pencils. 

In the fourth grade class of  Mrs. Whiddon,
students will need one Holy Bible (optional), one
one-inch three-ring notebook, three plastic or vinyl
folders with pockets (no center brads), two composi-
tion books with 100 sheets, two red ballpoint pens,
two packagers of  wide-ruled notebook paper, two
packages of  mechanical pencils, one package of  col-
ored pencils, one box of  16 crayons, one package of
pink block erasers, one small size hard plastic pen-
cil box, one wooden (not plastic) ruler with inches
and centimeters. (Inch side should be divided in six-
teenths with marks showing 1/4”, 1/2”, and 3/4”,)
one compass, two glue sticks, scissors (Fiskars are
the best), backpack, four jumbo size stretchy book
covers, one box of  forks, one box of  spoons, one
large package of  Clorox wipes, two large containers
of  wet wipes, one small box of  Kleenex tissue, one
package of  paper plates, (microwavable, not Styro-
foam) and one oversized white T-shirt. 

In the fifth grade classes of  Mrs. Falk and
Mrs. Hughey, students will need five packages of
wide-ruled loose leaf  notebook paper, one one-inch
binder, one spiral notebook, one Thesaurus, one
pack of  #2 pencils with erasers (not mechanical),
one pack of  black ballpoint pens, one pack of  red
ballpoint pens, one fine-tip black Sharpie, six large
stretchy book covers, four plastic or vinyl two-pock-
et folders with brads in center, two folders, any style,
(no brads), small manual pencil sharpener, one glue
stick, one protractor, one ruler, one flash drive, one
box of  tissues, one container of  Clorox wipes, one
ream of  printer paper for students whose last name
begins with the letters A-M, one can of  Lysol spray
for students whose last name begins with the letters
N-Z,  one large container of  wet wipes and one white
oversized T-shirt. 

In grades 6-12, large stretchy book covers are
required for all subjects and all grades.

Language arts, grades six, seven and eight –
students will need wide-ruled notebook paper, wide-
ruled spiral bound notebook, one highlighter, any
color, one jump/flash drive, one wide-ruled journal,
red pens and pencils.

English Honors, nine, ten, eleven and
twelve – students will need college-ruled notebook
paper, one college-ruled journal, one college-ruled
spiral bound notebook, pencils, black pens and
jump/flash drive.

AP English, grade eleven and twelve – stu-
dents will need college-ruled notebook paper, three-
ring binder with a pocket, five dividers, black or
blue pens and pencils.

Social Studies, middle and high school – stu-
dents will need wide-ruled notebook paper for mid-
dle school, college-ruled notebook paper for high
school, wide-ruled large spiral bound notebook for
middle school, college-ruled large spiral bound note-
book for high school, black or blue pens and
Kleenex.

Mathematics, grades six through twelve –
students will need wide-ruled notebook paper for
middle school, college-ruled notebook paper for
high school, graph paper, notebook binder or section
of  binder dedicated to math and pencils.

Mathematics – Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-cal-
culus, Advanced Topics – students will need Ti
Calculator, Ti 84 is preferred, but Ti 83 is acceptable,
either can be plus edition. 

Mathematics – Geometry – students will need
a protractor and a compass.

Science, middle and high school – students
will need wide-ruled notebook paper for middle
school, college-ruled notebook paper for high
school, black or blue pens, pencils, folder for tests,
and notebook for notes. 

Fran Hunt
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Every year parents
generously help out the
art department at Aucil-
la Christian Academy,
and a list of  needed sup-
plies has been compiled
and released. An aster-
isk indicates the most
needed items.

Supply donations in-
clude *oversized T-
shirts, *Mr. Clean Magic
Erasers, *Clorox or
Lysol disinfecting wipes,
*wet wipes, boxes in-
cluding shoe boxes,
small cardboard jewelry
boxes, and plastic coffee
or sugar container with
lids; magazines includ-
ing garden, *wildlife,
conservation, *hunting,
*travel, *horse, dog, cat
or animal, farming, fish-
ing, crafts or art, and
*seed catalogs. No im-
modest magazines,
please.

Also kitchen items
including cookie cutters,
plastic bowls, large plas-
tic spoons, plastic buck-
ets, rolling pins, plastic
measuring cups, small
baby food jars, *freezer
paper, Saran wrap, and
spray bottles; newspa-
pers without flyers,

paint, spray paint, old
greeting cards, *Styro-
foam veggie trays, egg
cartons, paper towel
tubes, undivided plastic
food trays, *old seed
packets, *translucent or
clear plastic containers
(Crystal Lite containers
are perfect for this), *art
supplies that have been
gently used, and paper
plates.

Also, sewing items,
which include scrap fab-
ric of  any kind, ribbon,
lace, yarn, thread, *felt,
buttons, ornamentation,
large sewing needles,
and odd items, including
large and small shells
and conch shells, *sea
glass, beads, *broken or
old ceramics, china,
cups (to make mosaics),
and costume jewelry. 

Please send dona-
tions with your child on
the first day of  school
and throughout the
school year.

“Thank you all for
your donation to the art
department, we greatly
appreciate everything
you send our way to help
our art making experi-
ence fun and success-
ful,” said Art Teacher
Becky Lauth.

ACA Needs
Medical Supplies

Donate Art 
Supplies To ACA

ACA School Supply ListsAucilla 
Christian Academy

Richard Finlayson
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SW DEPUTY J. DAVIS LANE, LAKE CITY • 386-752-3910 OR 800-597-3526
ON THE WEB AT: www.morrells.com

Valid 
through 8-9-14

Valid through 8-9-14Valid through 8-9-14

WAS $109

Buy a Tempur-pedic Mattress Set
& Receive A 

FREE 
RECLINER!

Memory Foam 
Cooling Gel Pillows!Twin 

Mattresses
$99 $59NOW

HURRY!
WHILE SUPPLIES 

LAST!

Offer valid only on new orders 
placed from August 6th-9th

20%
OFF

Valid through 8-9-14

ALL TV Stands, Entertainment 
Centers, and Recliners

Madison County School District Back 
To School Supply List PreK-8
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