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Fireworks Around The County
Greenville
Greenville is set to put on its annual fire-

works show Friday in Haffey Hayes
Park, next to Highway 90.  People begin

gathering in the park as evening falls, and the
fireworks start as soon as it's dark enough to see
them; usually around 9 p.m., according to
Greenville Town Hall.

Madison
The Lions Club of  Madison is putting on

its annual 4th of  July God and Country
Celebration around Lake Francis, Fri-

day, beginning at 5 p.m., with live entertainment
on the main stage, vendors and raffles throughout
the evening.  After the entertainment concludes
around 9 p.m., the fireworks will start over the
lake.

Lee
Little But Proud,” the Town of  Lee will

hold its 4th of  July on Saturday, July 5.
After a sing at the Old Lee School from

10 a.m. until 3 p.m., the Town of  Lee will also have
a fireworks show over Lake Brittany.  From High-
way 90, turn north onto 255, go past City Hall and
the fire department, and immediately on the right
is Lake Brittany, where the fireworks start pop-
ping around 9 p.m.

Greene Publishing, Inc.
Will Be Closed On 
Friday, July 4, In Honor
Of Independence Day.

Car And Semi Collide On SR 53
By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Acar turned in
front of  a trac-
tor-trailer and

collided on SR 53 near
the intersection of  Old
Saint Augustine Road on
Tuesday, June 17 at 12:45
p.m., according to the
Florida Highway Patrol.

Scarlett Sue Cobb,
35, of  Madison was dri-
ving her 1992 Mercury
Grand Marquis north-
bound on SR 53 ap-
proaching the
intersection of  Old Saint
Augustine Road while
Little David Combs, 64,
of  Live Oak was driving
his Kenworth tractor-
trailer southbound on

SR 53 approaching the
intersection of  Old Saint
Augustine Road.

Cobb failed to ob-
serve Combs and made a
left turn in front of
Combs. Combs was un-
able to avoid contact and
struck Cobb on the right
side with the front of  his
tractor-trailer. Both ve-
hicles came to a final
rest on the west shoulder
of  SR 53.

Cobb was transport-
ed to Tallahassee Memo-
rial Hospital for serious
injuries. Combs report-
ed no injuries. Cobb was
charged with violation
of  right of  way and dri-
ving while license sus-
pended or revoked.

Four Vehicle
Crash Sends

Four To 
Hospital

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Acar crash involving four
vehicles occurred Sunday,
June 29 at 2:55 p.m., on I-10,

six miles west of  U.S. Highway 221.
Two were transported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital for critical in-
juries. 

According to the Florida High-
way Patrol report, a 2008 Kenworth
6x4 Convent, driven by Robin Wright,
49, of  Davenport, Fl., was traveling
eastbound in the outside eastbound
lane of  I-10. A 1996 Ford Mustang,
driven by a 17-year-old from South-
port, Fl., was traveling eastbound in
the inside eastbound lane of  I-10 next
to the Kenworth Convent.

A 2011 Dodge Ram 3500, driven by
Elijah Cumberland, 70, of  Waveland,
Miss., was traveling westbound on I-
10 in the outside westbound lane
with three adults and three minor

See Crash On Page 3A

Florida 
Licensing 

On Wheels
(F.L.O.W.)

Mobile 
To Visit 

During July.

While Madison County
awaits a permanent dri-
vers license office (a deal

being worked out between the Florida
DMV and the county), the F.L.O.W.
Mobile will make two stops here dur-
ing the month of  July, both at the
Winn-Dixie parking lot, at 729 W. Base

See F.L.O.W. On Page 3A

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Hunter Greene, June 17, 2014

A wreck involving a Mercury Grand Marquis and a tractor-
trailer on Tuesday, June 17, ended with the driver of the Grand
Marquis going to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital for serious in-
juries.

The Florida Lottery
Warns Citizens 

About Email Scam
By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Florida Lottery officials
are warning all citizens of
a lottery scam in which

scammers are using the Florida Lot-
tery logo and address to email the
public in an effort to obtain personal
and financial information. 

The letterhead of  the email will
contain the Florida Lottery logo and
uses the Florida Lottery headquar-
ters’ address. The email will state
that the recipient has won a prize
and should contact the listed “Con-
tact Person” to claim his or her jack-
pot winnings. The initial email does
not request a payment or financial
information. When the individual
responds, the scammers will then re-
quest financial information and/or
that a tax or fee be paid to claim the
prize. 

The Florida Lottery clarifies
that it does not contact players to in-

See Scam On Page 3A

Marijuana Plants Found In Madison
By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison
Police De-
partment re-

ceived information that
marijuana plants were
growing on the side of
the road inside Gib-
son’s Trailer Park. Gib-
son’s Trailer Park is
located off  East US 90.
On Friday, June 27,
Sergeant investigator
James Roebuck located
the plants and deter-
mined that it was mari-
juana plants. He
recovered three mari-
juana plants from the
location that was three
to four feet tall. The
plants were transport-
ed back to the Madison
Police Department for
safe keeping until the
plants can be disposed
of  properly.

Photo Submitted

The marijuana plants still in the ground
before Sgt. Roebuck pulls them from the side
of the road in Gibson’s Trailer Park on Friday,
June 27 to dispose of the plants properly. 

Photo Submitted

The marijuana plants taken from the road
in Gibson’s Trailer Park on Friday, June 27,
measure from three to four feet tall.

SRWMD Officials Address County Commission
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.  

Take a drive out
in rural Madison
County in any

direction, and you'll likely

see several of  those huge
center pivot irrigation se-
tups out in the fields,
pumping who knows how
many thousands of  gal-
lons of  water per minute
onto crops.

That's the water use
you see.  There are also
places like sawmills, man-
ufacturing plants, food
processing plants, recre-
ation and other enterpris-
es that use large amounts
of  water on a daily basis
as well.  

Recently, the Suwan-
nee River Water Manage-
ment District (SRWMD)
approved a $3 million-gal-
lon-a-day water permit for
an agricultural enterprise
near the Town of  Lee,
prompting some officials
to ask: who's keeping
track of  all this water use,
and how do they make
sure there's enough water
for everybody?  It was a
concern mentioned in
passing by a town official

at the last county commis-
sion meeting, just before
the commission ad-
journed.  

At a previous county
commission meeting, rep-
resentatives of  SRWMD
had addressed that same
issue, explaining how they
go about evaluating and is-
suing large water-use per-
mits; these permits are for
large wells, with pipes
generally eight inches in
diameter or larger.  Do-
mestic, homeowner water
use, with well pipes of  six
or less inches in diameter,
are exempt.  

The SRWMD, one of
five water management
districts in Florida, was
created in 1972 to oversee
and manage both surface
water and groundwater re-
sources for its 15-county
region in North Central
Florida.  Headquartered
in Live Oak, the SRWMD

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, June 11, 2014

Engineer Kevin Wright,
picking up the discussion of
large water use permits,
gave a detailed description
of the scientific data used to
evaluate the applications
and make sure they would
not harm the environment or
overall water supply.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, June 11, 2014

Steve Minnis, Govern-
mental Affairs and Commu-
nications Director for the
SRWMD, addresses to the
Madison County Commis-
sion about the agency's role
in large water use permits.
A few moments later, he in-
troduced Kevin Wright, an
engineer with the Resource
Management Division of the
SRWMD, to explain the actu-
al processes used in allocat-
ing the region’s water
resources.See SRWMD On Page 3A



National Security

On this date in
1776, the
Continental

Congress voted unani-
mously to adopt a reso-
lution made a month
prior by Virginia dele-
gate Richard Henry
Lee that the colonies
“are and of  right ought
to be, free and indepen-
dent states.” They vot-
ed in republican
manner by state dele-
gation. The tally was
12-0, with the delega-
tion from New York,
still awaiting instruc-
tions from their legisla-
ture, abstaining.  

In anticipation of
the vote on Lee’s reso-
lution, the Congress
had selected five of
their members from
the most influential
colonies to draft a doc-
ument stating the rea-
sons for secession from
the British crown.  The
committee would con-
sist of  Pennsylvania’s
Benjamin Franklin;
Massachusetts’ John
Adams; Virginia’s
Thomas Jefferson;
Connecticut’s Roger
Sherman; and New
York’s Robert Liv-
ingston.  The commit-
tee quickly selected
Jefferson to pen the
draft.

For two weeks in
June, the 33-year-old
Jefferson worked furi-
ously on the draft reso-
lution, relying on his
classical education for
the rationale of  the
revolutionary action
he and his fellow dele-
gates were contemplat-
ing.  The seeds of
revolution had been
brewing for more than
two years, but reached
a breaking point when
Britain’s king and par-
liament decided to hire
12,000 professional Ger-
man-Hessian merce-
naries to put down the
rebellion and extin-
guish the fire of  liberty.
This was too much,
even for moderates.

After Jefferson fin-
ished the draft, the
committee sat down to
edit his work and make
it theirs. On July 1, the
Congress held a prelim-
inary vote on Lee’s res-
olution and voted 9-2
with one tie and one ab-
stention to dissolve
their allegiance to Eng-
land.  Overnight,
Delaware’s Caesar Rod-
ney arrived to break
his state’s tie vote. His-
tory records that the
vote on July 2 was
unanimous.

Over the next two
days, the 56 delegates
debated the resolution
and voted on changes.
As he watched his work
get carved up, Thomas
Jefferson watched in si-
lence, refusing to enter
the debate over his
words. Adams was the
master orator which
was not Jefferson’s
long suit. Finally on
July 4, the Continental
Congress adopted the
resolution which had
been penned overnight
by Congressional Sec-
retary Charles Thomp-
son. They called the
resolution a Declara-
tion of  Independence.
The Congress’ presid-
ing officer John Han-
cock of  Massachusetts
boldly signed at the
bottom of  the original
document.

The Declaration of
Independence which I
refer to as the nation’s
“birth certificate” is an
amazing document.  It
begins with a pream-
ble; then enumerates 27
charges against the
king and parliament as
justification for seces-
sion; followed by the
personal pledge of  the
signers.

In the second para-
graph, there is this
wonderful statement
nearly intact from the
way Jefferson wrote it.
“We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that
all men are created
equal; that they are en-
dowed by their Creator
with certain inalien-
able rights; that among
these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of  hap-
piness.  That to secure
these rights, govern-
ments are instituted
among men, deriving
the just powers from
the consent of  the gov-
erned.”

This is a remark-
able concept, even for
today, but positively
revolutionary for the
times.  No other nation
up to that point in hu-
man history, had sug-
gested any such
concept: everyone is
equal (except for
women and minorities;
that would come later);
our rights are a gift
from God; our rights
include life, freedom,
and the pursuit of  our
dreams; and govern-
ment serves the people.
How simple; how ele-
gant.

Most of  the remain-
ing 55 signers didn’t
add their signatures to
the document until Au-
gust. During that one
month interval, Secre-
tary Thompson accom-
plished administrative
duties associated with
printing and distribut-
ing the declaration.

The signers paid
dearly for their pledge.
Their lives, families
and property were per-
secuted by the British
crown. Many did not
live to see the liberty
they had put in motion
or the new nation they
helped create.  Among
them were two future
presidents, including
the second, John
Adams. He always felt
until his dying day fifty
years later that the true
date of  independence
and cause for celebra-
tion was the second,
not the fourth of  July,
when the Congress vot-
ed in favor of  the origi-
nal resolution.

Today, there are
Americans who are in-
spired by the legacy of
the men who created
the Declaration of  In-
dependence. They are
called the TEA (for
taxed-enough-already)
party but they aren’t
really organized like a
political party. Instead,
it is a grassroots effort
of  many loosely
formed organizations
concerned about gov-
ernment that has be-
come too big and too
oppressive, similar to
the complaints that Jef-
ferson listed in the Dec-
laration. They are
electing representa-
tives (including some
representing Madison
County) who share
their views and vow to
do their part to dissem-
ble ‘big government.’
They’re considered
such a threat to the
‘governing class’ in
Washington that the In-
ternal Revenue Service
has targeted them for
“special treatment.”  

I think the Found-
ing Fathers would see
something very famil-
iar with their 21st Cen-
tury counterparts.

Below is a col-
umn that was
published by

Frank Kaiser. Through
the years it has been
mis-represented as an
Andy Rooney commen-
tary, however it was
not. 

For all the 40+
women out there, sit
back and enjoy this col-
umn knowing it’s all
true. For all the men
reading this column,
read and learn.

As I grow in age, I
value women who are
over 40 most of  all. Here
are just a few reasons
why: 

An older woman
will never wake you in
the middle of  the night
to ask, "What are you
thinking?" She doesn't
care what you think. 

If  an older woman
doesn't want to watch
the game, she doesn't sit
around whining about
it. She does something
she wants to do. And it's
usually something more
interesting. 

An older woman
knows herself  well
enough to be assured in
who she is, what she is,
what she wants and
from whom. 

Few women past the
age of  40 give a dang
what you might think
about her or what she's
doing. 

Older women are
dignified. They seldom
have a screaming match
with you at the opera or
in the middle of  an ex-
pensive restaurant. Of
course, if  you deserve it,
they won't hesitate to
shoot you if  they think
they can get away with
it. 

Older women are
generous with praise, of-
ten undeserved. They
know what it's like to be
unappreciated. 

An older woman
has the self-assurance to
introduce you to her
women friends. A
younger woman with a
man will often ignore
even her best friend be-

cause she doesn't trust
the guy with other
women. 

An older woman
couldn't care less if
you're attracted to her
friends because she
knows her friends won't
betray her. 

Women get psychic
as they age. You never
have to confess your sins
to an older woman.
They always know. 

An older woman
looks good wearing
bright red lipstick. This
is not true of  younger
women or drag queens. 

Once you get past a
wrinkle or two, an older
woman is far sexier
than her younger coun-
terpart. 

Older women are
forthright and honest.
They'll tell you right off
you are a jerk if  you are
acting like one. You
don't ever have to won-
der where you stand
with her. 

Yes, we praise older
women for a multitude
of  reasons. Unfortu-
nately, it's not recipro-
cal. For every stunning,
smart, well-coiffed hot
woman of  40+, there is a
bald, paunchy relic in
yellow pants making a
fool of  himself  with
some 22-year-old wait-
ress.

So much of  this col-
umn is true, I’ve
learned through the
years. I’m proud to be a
40+ woman (quickly ap-
proaching 50). I am who
I am – take it or leave it.
If  you don’t like me, I
assure you I won’t lose
any sleep over it, nor
will I spend all my time
worrying, gossiping, or
calling and texting my
friends to discuss it,
much like my younger
counter-parts. I left the
“drama queen” seg-
ment of  life back in my
20’s. 

For all the other
women over 40 – stand
tall and be proud; liv-
ing this long shows that
we have survived the
teenage drama scene,
childbirth, potty-train-
ing, and child rearing
years. We can now help
our children through
their young years with
so much more wisdom
and knowledge, than
we once had. 

Now, if  we could
only get the men to
grow up and mature as
well as we have!

Until then….see
you around the town.

Summer is here
and what that
means in

terms of  food is cooler
and lighter. Even my
morning cup of  coffee
ends up being poured
over ice some days.
Smoothies take the
place of  oatmeal; sal-
ads replace cooked veg-
etables and when it
comes to desserts,
chilled fruit is my fa-
vorite. Chilled sum-
mertime fruit for me
usually means water-
melon and I will keep
some in my fridge al-
most everyday until the
season is over, but
sometimes I want
something a little more
decadent, something
creamy and maybe a bit
more sweet.

Ice cream is proba-
bly the number one
dessert during the sum-
mer and with the many
varieties and flavors
available, you could eat
a different one every
day and still not get
through them all by the
time cool weather ar-
rives. As much as I
would like to take on
that challenge, I know
my waistline would not
survive, and I decided
to search for a healthi-
er version.

In my quest for
healthy ice cream,
what I actually found
was not ice cream at
all, but a substitute for
the dessert I knew I
would have to try. 
The recipe from thek-
itchn.com is not really a
recipe, but instructions
on how to use just one
ingredient to make a
really good soft-serve
ice cream alternative.
To make this dessert
you need a blender or
food processor and...a
banana. Obviously, if
you’re not a fan of  ba-
nana, go no further, but
if  you are, continue on.

I keep bananas in
my freezer all the time
because I use them in
smoothies, but to make
this dessert, you should
only freeze the fruit
one to two hours. A lit-

tle planning is neces-
sary, but the pay off  is a
dessert that is creamy,
healthy and delicious.
Use as many bananas
as you wish, slice them
onto a paper plate or
into a freezer-safe con-
tainer and place in the
freezer. The first batch I
tried I kept in for one
hour. Processing the
banana slices only took
a minute to become
creamy and smooth,
and it really did resem-
ble the silkiness of  ice
cream and scooped up
nicely, although a little
soft. This first attempt,
I decided to keep plain
in order to test the re-
sults of  the finished
product. I loved the tex-
ture, but for as much as
I love bananas, I did
find the flavor a little
overwhelming. The
website gave additional
suggestions such as
peanut butter, honey,
Nutella, cocoa and cin-
namon. All sound won-
derful, but I wanted to
keep it as healthy as I
could.

For my next batch,
I kept the banana slices
in longer, actually too
long because I got busy
and forgot about the
freezing bananas. After
about four hours, I
processed the frozen
bananas and instead of
a creamy concoction,
what I ended up with
was something that
looked like small ba-
nana “pearls.” I added
Greek yogurt to add
some protein and hope-
fully smooth it out,
which it did, but it also
made the mixture soft-
er than before, but still
thick enough to enjoy. I
knew it would need
some sweetening with
the plain yogurt, so I
added a little honey
and cinnamon as well.
It was very good and
the additional ingredi-
ents tempered the
strong banana flavor. I
knew I had found a
good summertime treat
to add to my list of  cold
foods for hot weather.

Of  course, I was
also left wondering
about the many varia-
tions I could try next
and I look forward to
experimenting with
some of  them. The last
time I was on thek-
itchn.com website, I
saw a picture of  some-
thing else I will ab-
solutely have to try
next, dark chocolate ice
cubes. Looks like my
freezer’s going to stay
busy this summer.
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Banana “Ice Cream” is a healthy summertime al-
ternative to regular ice cream.

First Time 
Home Buyer’s Class

Interested in be-
coming a home
owner?  Now is

the time to take the
Home buyer’s class be-
ginning Monday, July
14th at 6 p.m. at the
Madison County Exten-
sion Service.
The series will
run four
evenings begin-
ning on the
14th and con-
tinuing on
the 15th, 21st

and 22nd. Les-
son topics in-
clude credit,
home selec-
tion, securing a home
mortgage, home insur-
ance and home mainte-
nance.

Funding for the
State Housing Initia-
tive Program (SHIP) is
available to assist in-
come eligible individu-
als and families with
down payment and
closing cost on the pur-

chase of  an existing
home.  This is a great
opportunity for work-
ing people of  low and
moderate income to
achieve home owner-
ship.  Upon completion
of  the class, partici-

pants receive a cer-
tificate that is

required for
SHIP assis-

tants and
rural de-
velopment

loans.  
As part

of  the
p r o c e s s ,
c o m p l e t e

and return a SHIP ap-
plication, available at
Suwannee River Eco-
nomic Council on
Bunker Street.  If  you
are interested in at-
tending the class to
learn about the home-
ownership process, reg-
ister by calling the
Madison County Exten-
sion Service at 973-4138. 
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Camping Trip And
Fictitious Bear Lead
To Murder Charges

In Milton, Va., Lu-
cas Gingras will be ar-
raigned on murder
charges after allegedly
encouraging his 44-
year-old girlfriend to
jump off  of  a 60-foot
cliff  because of  a “bear
attack.” During a
camping trip, 28-year-
old Gingras is accused
of  putting the drug
“Molly” into girlfriend
Ladonna Merriman’s
drink, without her
knowledge. Gingras
claims he was suffer-
ing from hallucina-
tions from the drug
himself, causing him
to see what he thought
was a bear and then
setting the cabin they
were staying in on fire
in order for them to es-
cape. Merriman was
skeptical about the
bear, but when Gin-
gras told her to jump
off  a nearby cliff  to es-
cape, she did, leaving
her with a broken back
and ribs as well as
punctured lungs. After
Merriman jumped,
Gingras went for help.
The cabin burned to
the ground.

Naked Intruder
Poops In Floor,
Floods Kitchen 

But Escapes 
Arrest

In Kuna, Idaho, the
Gillaspy family awoke
one morning earlier
this week to a naked
man walking around
in their bedroom. Tri-
cia Gillaspy said, “My
husband grabs the gun
because we have no
idea who this guy is.
He’s like, ‘Get out of
my house now.’ But the
guy wouldn’t leave.’”
Matthew Coomes, 25,
finally left the home af-
ter 911 was called, but
still hung around out-
side after police ar-
rived. It was then that
everyone saw what
Coomes had done
downstairs. “He took
this sink sprayer. He
put it in the drawer,
turned it on full blast
hot water; it filled that
entire drawer full. It
flooded my entire
kitchen,” Gillaspy
said. “He craps on my
floor, and he must have
been playing in it be-
cause he streaked it
down the side of  my
walls. The stain is gone
finally, thank good-
ness.” The family is up-
set because instead of
arresting Coomes, he
was only cited with
two misdemeanors.
Kuna police has admit-
ted the responding offi-
cer should have
arrested Coomes.

Thief Caught 
After Leaving 

Facebook 
Account Open 

At Scene
In St. Paul, Minn.,

an alleged thief  was ar-
rested because he de-
cided to check out his
Facebook profile dur-
ing a home robbery
and forgot to log out be-
fore leaving. Nicholas
Wig broke into the
home of  James Wood,
taking credit cards,
cash and a watch. He
left behind a pair of
Nike tennis shoes,
jeans and a belt, appar-
ently due to being wet
from rain, but he also
left behind his open
Facebook account. Af-
ter Wood returned
home he found the
open account and be-
gan posting on Wig’s
profile and the 26-year-
old eventually texted
him. They made plans
to exchange items and
afterwards, while
Wood was out walking,
he saw Wig and called
police. When Wig was
arrested, he was wear-
ing Wood’s watch.

Crash
Cont. From Page 1A
passengers. A 2006 Nis-
san Xterra, driven by
Gigi Hawthorn, 41, of
Tallahassee was travel-
ing westbound in the
inside westbound lane
of  I-10 next to the
Dodge Ram with three
minor passengers.  

The Kenworth Con-
vent traveled across the
centerline into the in-
side eastbound lane
causing the Ford Mus-
tang to travel through
the median and into
both westbound travel
lanes. The front of  the
Dodge Ram collided
with the right side of
the Ford Mustang. The
Dodge Ram and Nissan
Xterra then traveled
into the median and
the left side of  Dodge
Ram collided with the
right side of  Nissan
Xterra. 

The Kenworth Con-
vent continued travel-

ing eastbound. The
Ford Mustang came to
a final rest facing south
in both westbound
lanes of  I-10. The
Dodge Ram and Nissan
Xterra came to a final
rest facing southeast in
the median of  I-10.

The driver of  the
Ford Mustang was
transported to Talla-
hassee Memorial Hos-
pital for critical
injuries. Of  the three
adult passengers in the
Dodge Ram, Karen
Cumberland, 49, and
Chuck Cumberland, 22,
received minor injuries
and Amanda Peacock,
22, received critical in-
juries, all were trans-
ported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital.

According to the
FHP report, traffic was
affected considerably
due to road blockage
from the crash.

F.L.O.W.
Cont. From Page 1A
Street, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  The  F.L.O.W. Mo-
bile does not give written tests or conduct road
tests, but it does provide other services offered by
a fully-staffed, permanent office.  The services
available include: changing your out-of-state dri-
vers license to a Florida license; renewals; re-
placement for a lost or stolen license;
address/name changes; state identification cards;
reinstatements; issuing/renewing disabled park-
ing placards and Emergency Contact Information
registration.

If  you are applying for your first drivers li-
cense or state ID card, if  your current license or
ID card has expired and you have already used the
one-time “convenience” renewal option, or if  you
legally change your name (for example, by mar-
riage or divorce), the Department of  Homeland
Security  (since Jan. 2010) requires documenta-
tion of  your identity, social security number and
residential address.  To find out which documents
you need to bring, visit
http://www.gathergoget.com/, fill in the neces-
sary information and generate your own personal
checklist of  the documents you will need to bring
with you.

During July, you can find the F.L.O.W. Mobile
in the Winn Dixie parking lot on Monday, July 7
and again on Monday, July 21; both dates will be
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  

For more information on on the F.L.O.W. Mo-
bile and its schedule, call the Florida DMV at (850)
617-2600. 

form them that they
have won a prize un-
less they have entered
a promotional game or
second chance draw-
ing on the official
Florida Lottery web-
site or social media

pages. Individuals who
receive an email simi-
lar to the one de-
scribed should not
respond to the email.
For more information
and to find other tips
to protect yourself,

please visit
flalottery.com. To re-
port a lottery scam,
consumers should con-
tact the Florida Lot-
tery’s Division of
Security at (850) 487-
7730.

Scam
Cont. From Page 1A

SRWMD
Cont. From Page 1A
is responsible for allo-
cating water resources
and evaluating the wa-
ter-use applications
and making sure
there's enough of  the
“water pie” to go
around.

Steve Minnis of  SR-
WMD, and Kevin
Wright, an engineer
with the Resource Man-
agement Division with-
in SRWMD, addressed
the Madison County
Commission to explain
how large water use
permits, public supply,
agricultural, recre-
ational or manufactur-
ing were evaluated to
make sure the use is
justified.

The two main crite-
ria are protecting the
current usage (the
users already in the
system) and environ-
ment, and whether or
not the new water-use
application is for some-
thing that is beneficial
to the public.

Wright discussed,
from an engineering
standpoint, the kind of
safeguards and scien-
tific data used to judge
water-use applications
and ensure that they
meet the above-men-
tioned criteria.  Once a
permit is granted and a
new well is sunk, it is
turned on for a real-
world “water-test” to
see if  the scientific
data holds up.  If  it
doesn't and the new
well causes any prob-
lems in the neighbor-
ing area, it is shut
down and the permit
revoked.  The permit-
tee understands and
has to take that finan-
cial risk, that a new
well he asked for and
got approved and had
installed might seem
feasible according to
the data, but still not
work out in real life.  

When determining
the feasibility of  allow-
ing a new large-use per-
mit, the scientific data
is set to a “minimum
flow level” in all rivers
and springs, the lowest
level these can reach
without adversely ef-
fecting fish, wildlife
and wetlands.  That is
the “no” point for the
SRWMD.  If  the com-
puter model shows that
adding a new big-water
user will draw down
levels below this mini-

mum flow point, the ap-
plication will be de-
nied.  The model they
use is one Wright de-
scribed as a “very con-
servative” model.

“We look through
the lens of  a 'worst-case
scenario' – a drought
year – to make sure we
don't run out of  water
halfway through the
season,” said Wright.

They also look at
the way the enterprise
will be using water.
Does it make the most
efficient use possible of
the water?  Does it re-
use and recycle water
whenever possible?
Does it minimize water
waste?  Wright cited as
one example of  waste,
a pivot irrigator over-
shooting its field and
watering the highway.
Such a report reaching
the SRWMD would
warrant an investiga-
tion, and if  a water use
project was found to be
causing a regional
problem, the SRWMD
governing board can go
back and  shut it down. 

There is also a pro-
vision for non-use revo-
cation.  If  a user is
granted a permit and
then doesn't make use
of  it for two or more
years, the board can
pull that permit.

When it comes to
growth, SRWMD tries
to stay ahead of  the
curve by anticipating
water-use  demands
projected growth will
bring for the next five
years and running
these anticipated de-
mands through the
computer model.

In the future,
Wright predicted that
the agricultural
process will become
more automated and
more efficient.  Mois-
ture sensors in crops
will be able to tell the
system when the plants
need water, preventing
waste through over-wa-
tering and allowing the
SRWMD to better allo-
cate and stretch the
“water pie.”

However, there is
no cap or limit on total
county water use, and
no practical project
that can say “the coun-
ty can support X num-
ber of  million gallons
per day,” as County At-
torney Tommy Reeves
explained in response

to a question.  
“It's not a tank with

a bunch of  straws
sticking out of  it,” said
Reeves.  It is, instead, a
moving, dynamic sys-
tem.  “There's not real-
ly a good way to get
that number.”

“It's difficult to put
a cap on an entire coun-
ty,” Wright added.  “It
almost has to be site-
specific.”  The comput-
er modeling tells them
when they get close to
their “no” point, the
point at which they
stop issuing permits.

“If  a resident living
near several pivots has
well problems, then he
should go to the SR-
WMD,” said Reeves.
“They're the investiga-
tors and enforcers.”

Wright concurred,
but added the caveat
that in the case of  a di-
rect link, i.e., when the
pivots were running
and the neighbors'
wells ran dry, it would
be fairly easy to estab-
lishing cause-and-ef-
fect, but if  well
problems were inter-
mittent when the pivots
were running, “it can
be hard to match up.”
Still, the SRWMD is the
go-to agency for fixing
local problems with
residential wells locat-
ed near large-use wells.

“This is quite a dif-
ferent system here,
than out West,” Reeves
noted.  

In Florida, water is
considered “common
property.” An under-
ground stream can run
directly under some-
one's house, but that
person doesn't “own”
the water until he or
she draws it up into the
house and “captures”
it.  Out West, water
rights are akin to min-
eral rights and are con-
sidered part of  the
property.  Water rights
and water deeds can be
bought, sold and mort-
gaged.

“We really live in
an amazing place,” said
Wright of  the North
Florida region, a place
“with such productive
aquifers.”

For more informa-
tion on the SRWMD,
visit the website at
http://www.srwmd.stat
e.fl.us or call the main
number at (386) 362-
1001.
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Thank You!

Obituaries

The family of  Mr. Eddie Branch Sr. would like to thank each of  you
for your prayers, messages of  condolences, flowers, food and all
acts of  kindness shown during this time of  sorrow. Our sincere

gratitude to you, who have come from far and near to pay your last respect
to our love one. May God forever bless and keep each of  you in his care and
love.

The Branch Family

Charles D. McClure, Sr.
Tallahassee said good-bye to one of  its long

time residents on Tuesday, June 24.  Charles
Davis McClure, Sr., loved Tallahassee and was a
devoted public servant.  He possessed the ad-
mired qualities of  honesty, industriousness and
creativity.  He was loved by many. 

McClure was born in Birmingham, Ala., on
May 22, 1935, to Florina Davis McClure and John
Robert McClure.  His family, including his older
brother, John Robert McClure, Jr., moved to
Madison, in 1937.  His father practiced law in
Madison with Florina's father, Charles E. Davis.
They moved to Tallahassee in 1942 when his fa-
ther accepted a job as Executive Secretary to Gov-
ernor Spessard Holland.  

McClure was a 1953 graduate of  Leon High
School, where he was Student Body President
during his senior year.  Some of  his early accom-
plishments are: the rank of  Eagle Scout in The
Boy Scouts of  America and a delegate of  Boys
State, where he was elected Attorney General.
Upon graduation, he attended the University of
Florida in Gainesville, where he earned his Bach-
elor of  Science in Journalism in 1957. He made
many life-long friends in his fraternity of  Sigma
Alpha Epsilon.

After graduation, he joined the United States
Marine Corp., entered Officer Candidate School
in Quantico, Va., serving for 39 months and was
honorably discharged as a Captain. One of  the
highlights of  his life was a memorable trip to Iwo
Jima, traveling with many other fellow Marines.
In his retirement, he enjoyed luncheons each
Monday with other fellow Marine Veterans.  

After his military experience, he attended law
school in St. Petersburg, Fl., graduating from
Stetson Law School with his Juris Doctor. 

Professionally, McClure began his career as a
General Counsel to the State Comptroller.  It was
his honor to work in that office during the time
the property was being accumulated that would
later become Walt Disney World.  McClure had
the special privilege of  being introduced to Walt
Disney and was proud of  a signed photograph of
himself  with Disney.  He proudly displayed this
framed photo in his office for many years.  Fol-
lowing that position, McClure practiced law in
private practice with McClure, Wigginton and
McClure for six years and was then appointed by
Governor Reuben Askew to be a Leon County
Judge in August 1973. He was in that position for
11 years, having been re-elected three times.  Mc-
Clure was then elected as Circuit Judge in 1984
for the Second Judicial Circuit and served as
Chief  Judge from 1989-1991.  

In total, Charles McClure was a presiding
judge for over 28 years.  During that time, he was
an innovative thinker, creating programs to re-
form wayward, teenage drivers.  For instance,
there are more than a few Tallahasseans who, as
teenage traffic offenders, have had to give up their
Friday or Saturday nights to open the doors of
the TMH emergency room for ambulance crews
carrying injured car crash victims.  Additionally,
Judge McClure was nationally recognized for his
enforcement procedures of  child support.  He was
interviewed on The Today Show with Connie
Chung for his efforts against what became known
as the "Deadbeat Dads." During court session, Mc-
Clure's "tough justice" efforts collected watches,
boats, jewelry and cash as payment from fathers
who were delinquent in their child support.  He
was also featured in People Magazine showcasing
his creative efforts at curbing crime. After retir-

ing from the bench, he returned to private prac-
tice for several years. All told, Charles McClure, a
third generation attorney, was a member of  the
Florida Bar, retiring from the bar after 48 years of
loyal and distinguished service.

In addition to his notable career, McClure was
also civically active in the Tallahassee communi-
ty. He was past president of  the Tallahassee Ki-
wanis Club and the Leon County Tuberculosis
Club.  He was a member of  the Jaycees, the
Colonel's Club and the Exchange Club.  As a past
member of  Goodwill Industries, he was the Di-
rector of  the Big Bend area.  Judge McClure was
a long-time member of  St. John's Episcopal
Church. In his later years, as a cancer survivor,
he volunteered at Big Bend Hospice, visiting pa-
tients and offering free legal help wherever need-
ed.  

Judge Charles McClure is survived by his
brother, J. Robert McClure, Jr. (Rae).  He was a
loving father and will be missed by his three chil-
dren: Elizabeth McClure Benoist (Blaise) of  Or-
lando; Charles D. McClure, Jr., (Stephanie) of
Tallahassee; and Susan F. McClure, of  Jack-
sonville. McClure was very proud of  his three
grandchildren: Lauren McClure, of  Greensboro,
N.C.; Luc and Juliette Benoist.  

Visitation was held on Saturday, June 28,
from 4-6 p.m. at Beggs Funeral Home, located at
3322 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, Fl. 32311,
(850) 942-2929. A memorial service was held Tues-
day, July 1, at 2 p.m., at St. Peter's Anglican
Church, 4784 Thomasville Rd, Tallahassee, Fl.
32309, followed by private interment. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made to Big
Bend Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center Blvd, Tallahas-
see, Fl. 32308.

Harley Reed Wesson
Harley Reed Wesson, 78, former-

ly of  Madison, passed away peace-
fully at the CCS State VA Nursing
Home in Springfield, Fl., on Wednes-
day, June 18.  Harley was a retired
USAF Master Sergeant, serving our
country proudly for 23 years.  He re-
tired from the Air Force and moved
his family to Madison, where he
then worked as an electrician for
Dixie Packers for 20 years.

He was a proud father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, uncle,
cousin and friend.  He loved to spend
time playing with the kids, tinkering
on projects, helping others on odd
jobs, working on cars and fixing any-
thing necessary with duct tape. 

Harley was born in Tallassee,
Ala., and then, after starting his mil-
itary career and serving abroad,
lived in various states with his fami-
ly. 

Harley is survived by one broth-
er, Bobby Joe Wesson; one sister,
Ada Paravicini; three sons: Ron,

David and Wade; two daughters: Mil-
lie and Wanda (and all of  their
spouses).  Harley was blessed with
10 grandchildren, four great-grand-
children, numerous nieces and
nephews and extended family mem-
bers. Harley was preceded in death
by his parents, seven brothers and
two sisters. 

A visitation with the family was
held at Beggs Funeral Home in
Madison, on Saturday, June 21, from
6 to 8 p.m. A graveside service and
burial was held at Elam Baptist
Church Cemetery in Tallassee, Ala.,
on Monday, June 23 at 11 a.m. C.S.T. 

Harley’s family would like to ex-
tend their gratitude and apprecia-
tion to his compassionate caregivers
and friends at the CCS State VA
Nursing home where Harley lived
for the last 10 years of  his life. 

In lieu of  flowers and gifts,
please make donations in Harley’s
honor to Covenent Hospice at
www.covenenthospice.org.

Daniel Franklin Blount
Daniel “Danny” Franklin

Blount, 57, passed away on Friday,
June 27, in Gainesville.

Funeral service was
held Monday, June 30,
at 11 a.m. at Beggs
Funeral Home, in
Madison. Burial
followed in the
Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery.  The family
received friends at
the funeral home
on Sunday, June 29,
from 6 to 8 p.m.

Mr. Blount was born
on September 3, 1956 in
Quincy, Fl. He is the son of  Harry
Franklin Blount and Mary Kate
Bland Blount. He spent most of  his
life in Madison. He was a Christian
and a member of  the Midway
Church of  God in Lee. He was a
U.S. Navy veteran. He was em-
ployed as a USDA Food Safety In-
spector at Pilgrim’s Pride in Live
Oak. He loved to go on vacation,
camping and concerts. He loved his
cats, Blackie and Sarge. He was a
people person and loved his church
family. 

He is survived by his wife of  20

years Lori Tompkins Blount, of
Lee; one daughter, Ashlyn Kate

Blount of  Lee; one son, Robert
Franklin Blount of  Orlan-

do; father-in-law, Larry
Tompkin; mother-in-

law, Myrtice Tomp-
kins; step-mother,
Carolyn Blount of
Lee; one sister,
Kathy Blount Nor-
ris and husband

Dennis of  Lee;
nieces and nephews:

Brittany Sivyer and
husband, Steve of  St.

Augustine; Heather Norris
of  Taiwan; Jared Norris of  Balti-
more, Md.; Joseph Riley Tompkins
of  Lee; and Allen Harrison Bland
of  Chattanooga, Tenn.; one broth-
er-in-law, Jody Tompkins and wife,
Jessica of  Lee, and one sister-in-
law, Kimberly Bland of
Thomasville, Ga. He is also sur-
vived by many other relatives and
a host of  friends.

Donations may be made to
Madison County Community
Bank, located at 301 East Base St.,
Madison, Fl. 32340, in memory of
Daniel “Danny” Franklin Blount.

Franklin “Don” Merritt
Franklin “Don” Merritt, 75, of

Carter Road, Albion, Pa., died on
Friday, June 20. 

He was born on Aug. 12,
1939, in Lee, a son of  the
late Ervin F. and
Frankie Mildred Ra-
gans Merritt.

Don was raised
and educated in
Madison County. He
then enlisted in the
U.S. Navy and served
in the Vietnam War.

Following his hon-
orable discharge, Don
moved to Albion and was
a tool and die maker for
Hytech Tool and Design until he re-
tired. 

In addition to his parents, Don
was preceded in death by an infant
daughter, Chandra Merritt; four sis-
ters: Annie Rodgers, Delores Neill,
Josie Merritt and Shirley Merritt;
and two brothers: E.F. and James
Merritt.

Don is survived by his wife,

Jean R. Dingfelder Merritt of  Al-
bion; a daughter, Melissa “Melsa”
Wirtz and her husband, Jeff, of

Pittsburgh, Pa.; and a sister,
Joyce Rutherford of  Lee.

He is also survived by
many nieces and
nephews.

Family and
friends were invited
to call Tuesday, June
24 from 2 to 4 p.m.
and 7 to 9 p.m., at the

Bracken Funeral
Home, 315 N. Center

St., Corry, Pa., and at-
tend the funeral service

there on Wednesday, June 25
at 11 a.m. Burial was held at Pine
Grove Cemetery, Corry, Pa.

Memorials may be made to the
Erie Regional Cancer Center, 2500
W. 12th St. Erie, Pa. 16505 or Albion
VFD, 19 Smock Ave., Albion, Pa.
16401.

To sign the guest book or send
condolences, please visit
www.brackenfh.com.

Ronnie Gene Thompson, Sr.
Ronnie Gene Thompson, Sr., 55,

of  Madison died Saturday, June 28 at
his residence. 

Funeral service was held Mon-
day, June 30, at 10 a.m. at Parker-
Bramlett Funeral Home with
interment in Pebble City Church
Cemetery. Rev. Tim Bozeman officiat-
ed. 

Serving as pallbearer were Alan
Sowell, Aaron Davis, Bubba Lam-
bert, Jay Reagan, Jamie Harris and
Jarrod Harris.

Born April 30, 1959 in Mitchell
County, Mr. Thompson was a Farm
Manager for Birdsong Peanut Co. in
Lee. He was preceded in death by his
father, Ronald Thompson. Ronnie
was a wonderful family man and de-
voted his life to his family and his
profession, farming.

Survivors include his wife, Janet

“Sis” Thompson of  Madison; sons:
Ronnie Thompson, Jr. (Tomi Lynn) of
Colquitt, Ga. and Jay Thompson
(Brooke) of  Sale City, Ga.; his mother,
Vivian Thompson of  Sale City, Ga.;
sisters: Sherri Maddox (David) of
Vero Beach, Fl., Tina Horne of  Ba-
conton, Ga. and Pam Dennis of  Dou-
glas, Ga.; grandchildren: Slayde
Thompson, Bryson Thompson, Lay-
ton Heard and Ghanum Heard.

Visitation was held Sunday, June
29 from 5-8 p.m. at Parker-Bramlett
Funeral Home. 

Flowers will be accepted or
memorials may be made to Big Bend
Hospice, 225 SW Smith St., Madison,
Fl. 32340.

Parker-Bramlett Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrangements. To sign
the online guest registry, visit the
website at www.parkerbramlett.com.

Correction
In the story, Career And

Technical Education Offers
Choices To MCHS Stu-

dents,that ran in the Friday, June
27 paper, we mistakenly wrote that
the Criminal Justice courses and
Business Technology Education
courses at Madison County High
School was under the instruction

of  Gwen Hubbard and Ramon
Guess; that is incorrect. The in-
structor for the Criminal Justice
Department at MCHS is Jason
Fletcher and the instructor for the
Business Technology Education
courses at MCHS are Mike Radel
and Donn Smith. We apologize for
the mistake.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Many people
know the
Salvation

Army from seeing the
bell ringers with their
red kettles at Christ-
mastime or from shop-
ping in their thrift
stores, now called Fam-
ily Stores, but this is
just a part of  what this
Christian-based orga-
nization is all about.
The Salvation Army’s
wording on their logo,
“Doing The Most
Good” reflects their
mission statement of
meeting human needs
without discrimina-
tion and all done under
the umbrella of  shar-
ing the gospel.

Sergeant George
Blevins, the command-
ing officer in the Salva-
tion Army, along with
his wife Gale, who is
also a Sergeant, runs
the North Central
Florida Outpost made
up of  five counties:
Madison, Taylor, Jef-

ferson, Suwannee and
Hamilton. The outpost
used to be located in
downtown Madison in
the old historical jail
building on Pinckney
Street, but as of  this
past March, the Army
has moved their head-
quarters to Perry.

Changing office lo-
cations didn’t change
the Army’s presence in
Madison County. One
of  the things the orga-
nization does through
the school year is to
teach music to stu-
dents at Greenville and
Lee Elementary. Brass
instruments are pro-
vided to the children
for learning music, but
devotionals and char-
acter building are
taught as well. This
year at Greenville,
an after school
program was
added with Madi-
son County High
School teacher
Pat Shartran
volunteering
her time at the
school. She also
volunteers with the
Army as the main
music teacher when
school is out, at a sum-
mer music camp that is
held for kids, ages
eight through 12,
where they can choose
between guitar, key-
board and violin.

Also during the
summer, the organiza-
tion holds a Communi-
ty Service Camp,
where kids can have
fun riding horses,
swimming and lots of
other fun activities for

five days. Salvation
Army pays all expens-
es for the children,
ages seven through 12,
and works hard to
make the camp a “safe
place with a loving en-
vironment.”

Christmastime is
very busy for the
Blevins’ and their vol-
unteers. Bell ringers
have to be found and
organized, but it’s also
a time when needs for
families are high. 

Money earned through
the red kettles and the
family stores are now
put to good use, as the
Army will provide fam-
ilies with food and toys
for the month through
the Madison programs,
Head Start and Kids,
Inc. Blevins said he
loves working with
these organizations be-
cause it allows him and
his team to reach out to

entire families and cov-
er whatever needs they
have. Food and toys are
on the list to give, but
clothing, furniture or
any other need could
be met as well. Blevins
has a heart for single
mothers and sympa-
thizes by saying, “It
breaks your heart to
see how hard they have
to work to make it.”

Joshua Webb, a
Cadet and first year
seminary student from
the Salvation Army
training college, is as-
sisting at the Perry

outpost for the sum-
mer. Webb is at the
North Florida post,
“putting into practice

what he has learned
at seminary,” and

one of  his “duties”
was to help
Blevins give away
bicycles to three
Madison County

Central School
students, af-

ter having
their name

pulled in a
drawing at the

end of  the school
year. At the end of

the summer, Webb will
return to his studies
and his bride-to-be,
who is also in training.

After Webb leaves
in the fall, the Blevins’
won’t be alone because
George says they are
helped out by a group
of  volunteers at their
post and adds, “We
can’t do what we do
without volunteers.”
The Salvation Army is
always looking for peo-
ple who want to make a

difference in the lives
of  others by volunteer-
ing their time and the
Army has several av-
enues where you can
help. Although there
are no Family Stores
closer than Tallahas-
see, Thomasville or
Valdosta, donations are
always appreciated and
can be used to cover
needs in the communi-
ty. Monetary donations
are always helpful be-
cause they can be used
anywhere there is a
need and a set of  help-
ing hands can always
be used at the school or

summer camp pro-
grams. The Salvation
Army also has a disas-
ter relief  service that
trains those interested
in helping during
times of  crisis.

You can visit the
Salvation Army’s
North Central Florida
Outpost site on Face-
book at www.face-
book.com/salvationar
myncfo or call them at
(850) 584-5678. For in-
formation on the disas-
ter relief  services,
checkout their website
at www.disaster.salva-
tionarmyusa.org.
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LOBBY HOURS

Mon. - Thurs. 9 am - 4 pm

Friday 9 am - 5 pm

DRIVE THRU HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm

Friday 8:30 am - 5 pm

SALVATION ARMY

“Doing The Most Good” In Madison County

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, June 4, 2014

Cadet Joshua Webb,
from the Salvation Army,
was at the Central
School, giving away bi-
cycles to the winners of a
name drawing, done at
the previous awards 
ceremony.

Photo Submitted

George Blevins, Sergeant at the North Central
Florida Outpost, and his bride Gale.

Madison County 
Parks & Recreation
Will Be Offering Adult Church League Softball This

Summer. Games Will Be Played On Mondays And 
Tuesdays Starting July 14th. Teams May Sign Up At The
Madison County Courthouse, Finance 
Recreation Complex, Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Teams May Also Sign Up At The Recreation Complex,
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

The Fee For The League Will Be $300 Per Team. Age
Limit To Play Is 16 Years Of Age. (Must Be 16 By The
First Game.) Teams Must Have Two Females On The
Field At All Times. League Rules And Team Roster Will
Be Available At The Courthouse And The Recreation
Complex.

For More Information, Contact:
Tommy Garner - (850) 464-7221
Jim Bo Ratliff - (850) 464-7072

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County High
School JV and Varsity
Cheerleaders will

be hosting a Cheer Camp
for Girls in Pre-K through
8th grade on Monday, July
14, Tuesday, July 15 and
Wednesday, July 16, at the
Madison County Central
School gym from 8:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. 

The cost is $40 and the
girls will learn cheers, chants,
jumps, stunts and more. Water will
be provided but each girl should

bring her own snack for snack time. 
All proceeds from the camp will

go to help send the MCHS Cheer-
leaders to Fellowship of  Christian

Athletes (FCA) Cheer Camp
at the end of  July. All regis-
tration information and
money is due by Tuesday,
July 8.

For more information,
call Madison County High
School at (850) 973-5061 ext.
5771 and leave a message for
the sponsor, Ruth Ann Lat-

ner or call or text her at (850) 464-
0236 or email her at
ruth.latner@madisonmail.us.

MCHS To Host 
Cheer Camp In July
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NFCC Medical Administrative Specialist Class Of 2014 
Pass National Boards At 100 Percent

Photo Submitted By NFCC Office Of College Advancement

NFCCʼs Medical Administrative Specialist graduates are shown in the front row, left to right: Emily Parsons (Madison), Gail Crawford (Taylor), Azucena Her-
nandez-Perez (Madison), Lori Salsgiver-Dowdy (Madison), Leola Seabrooks (Madison) and Pamela Barron (Madison). Pictured in the back row, from left to right are:
Lisa West (Madison), Paula McGhee (Madison), Shirley Mattair (Madison), Laverne Smith (Madison) and NFCC Medical Administrative Specialist Instructor Tammy
Kemp (Madison).
Submitted by NFCC Office of  College Advancement

North Florida Community College’s Medical Administrative Spe-
cialist class of  2014 recently passed their National boards for
Medical Administrative Assistants at 100 percent. NFCC’s Med-

ical Administrative Specialist Program is designed to prepare students for
work as office clerks, secretaries or administrative specialists in a medical

setting such as doctor’s offices, hospitals and medical research facilities.
The program also provides supplemental training for persons previously or
currently employed in any of  these occupations.

For more information about NFCC’s Medical Administrative Specialist
program, contact Medical Administrative Specialist Instructor Tammy
Kemp at (850) 973-1633 or kempt@nfcc.edu.



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When Pre
cinct #3
voters go

to their polling place
in Lee on Aug. 26 and
Nov. 4, they will meet
several members of
the local Rotary Club.
At the Precinct #11
polling place on SE
Bunker Street, voters
will find the polling
positions staffed by
members of  the Kiwa-
nis Club of  Madison.

Both clubs are par-
ticipating in the
“A d o p t - a - P r e c i n c t ”
program through the
Madison County Su-
pervisor of  Elections
Office.  

The clubs will sup-
ply at least five mem-
bers to be trained as
poll workers, who will
then work the polls
from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.
during the Aug. 26 Pri-
mary and the Nov. 4
General Election.   

Additionally, there
are eight early voting
dates for each election,
or 16 in all. Eligible
Madison County resi-
dents who wish to
vote, but are not yet
registered, should re-
member that the dead-
line for registering is
29 days before the elec-
tion they wish to vote
in.  For the Aug. 26 pri-
mary, the registration

books close July 28.
Those wishing to reg-
ister, or to switch par-
ty affiliations, must do
so before this date.  

Additionally, those
who have not done so
recently are encour-
aged to stop by the Su-
pervisor of  Elections
Office at 239 SW Pinck-
ney St., (next to the
Courthouse Annex)
and update their sig-
nature cards, since
many people's signa-
tures tend to change
over a period of  years.
In a pinch, should they
have to vote a provi-
sional ballot or vote
absentee, whether or
not their vote is ulti-
mately certified and
counted depends on
whether or not the sig-
natures provided
match what is on file.

In an effort to hon-
or those who have
served our country
and played a role in
preserving the right to
vote, the Madison

County Supervisor of
Elections Office imple-
mented the “Vote In
Honor Of  A Veteran”
program Nov. 1, 2013.
Citizens are encour-
aged to bring photos of
friends and family
who have served in the
armed forces (old mili-
tary photos as well
current photos of  ac-
tive military person-
nel) to the Supervisor
of  Elections Office,
and fill out a short bio-
graphical form on the
service man or
woman.  The photos
can be scanned into
the computer to pro-
duce a display copy for
the “Wall of  Honor,”
and the biographical
forms will be kept in a
notebook for interest-
ed citizens to read.  

Family or friends
who bring in photos
and bio sheets will be
given a “Vote in Honor
of  a Vet” pin that they
can proudly wear on
Election Day.
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Pickles, Yarn Dogs And 
The Holy Land Fundraiser

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, June 26, 2014

The ladies from the Senior Center display some of their work. From left to
right, are: Corrine Rayam, who had dropped by to purchase some pickles; Faye
Ludwig, holding one end of a quilt made at the Greenville Senior Center; Ella Mae
Brown, holding jars of the homemade pickles the group is selling; Lonnie Mae
Robinson, holding a lacy lap cover for nursing home resident and Cheryl Scov-
el, the OAA Coordinator at the Senior Center.

By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The ladies of  the Senior Cit-
izens Center here in Madi-
son are selling their wares

to help pay for a much needed get-
away to Orlando this October. The
group of  crafters work hard and de-
vote their time and skills to help
members of  the community by mak-
ing lap quilts for seniors in nursing
centers and are now making full size
quilts for the children who will be
living in the new children’s home in
Pinetta.

Faye Ludwig says their group’s
coffers are empty and they are in
desperate need of  fabric, thread,
lace or any other unused trim you
might have lying around that they
could use for these projects. The
group also makes yarn dogs that
have become very popular, and are
in need of  more yarn as well. Lud-

wig says any color yarn is good, and
the same goes for material and
thread. All crafting materials can be
dropped off  at the center on SW Har-
vey Greene Drive between the hours
of  8 a.m. through 5 p.m.

To help boost their fundraising,
the ladies are now selling home-
made pickles, that this writer can
testify, are very, very good. Sales
from the pint jars of  pickles and
yarn dogs will go towards their trip
to see the Holy Land Experience in
Orlando. Pickles sell for $5 and the
dogs sell for $15. You can find these
items at the Senior Center at the ad-
dress above, but also at some other
locations around town. The Mail
Room across from Four Freedoms
Park and the Chamber of  Commerce
on Range both has the ladies’ items
for sell.

So next time you’re out and
about on the town, stop by one of

these locations and buy
a jar of  pickles for your
kitchen table, a yarn dog
for your child or grand-
child and help these
ladies get to their fall
destination of  the Holy
Land. Or, if  you are do-
ing some summer clean-
ing and need to find a
home for a sewing ma-
chine you no longer
want or pint canning
jars you no longer need,
or any of  the items men-
tioned above, the ladies
at the Senior Citizen
Center will be happy to
receive your donation.

Rotary And Kiwanis Clubs To Adopt-A-Precinct

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, June 30, 2014

Beginning Nov. 1, 2013, the Madison County Supervisor of Elections has had
the “Wall of Honor” (on the left as you enter the lobby) set aside for photos of
American veterans, past and present. Families and friends who bring in the pho-
tos will receive a “Vote in Honor of a Vet” pin to wear on Election Day.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, June 26, 2014

Kiwanis Club President Diane Head presents Supervisor of Elections Tommy
Hardee with a certificate of appreciation shortly after he spoke to the club about
the “Adopt-A-Precinct” program.



$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NW Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. Equal 
Housing Opportunity

rtn, c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

WANTED

FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Buy, Sell or Trade In 
The Classifieds

One Manʼs Junk Is Another Manʼs Treasure

Call 973-4141 

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
6/30/2014 THROUGH 7/6/2014

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty

work with the elderly. If you
can use me, I am available

for any shift. Excellent 
references. 464-7276 (Cell).

3/26 - rtn, n/c

Pageant and Prom 
Dresses For Sale:

Size 3 children's - white long
dress, worn as flower girl

dress, sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/

appliques on bottom, built-in
crinoline. - $50.

Size 4 children's - off white
dress, worn as flower girl
dress, lace work around

bodice, pretty lace work at 
bottom, cap sleeves - $25.

Size 7-8 children's - off white
dress, worn as a flower girl
dress, overlay of lace over 

entire dress, probably knee to
calf length - $25.

Size 8 children's - white, long
dress, lace around neck with

decorative bodice - $25.

Size 8 Teen Dress - A fuchsia
strapless gorgeous dress. The

dress has gathers up the
bodice  and a sequined design
down the left side and laces
up half the back. There is

also a train on this dress and
a split up one leg. $200.

Size 16 pre-teen size - white
long pageant gown, cap

sleeves, white sequin work
across entire bodice and

sleeves - $100.

Size 10 Teen Dress - A 
beautiful, elegant, flowing
emerald green dress. Has 

eye-catching beaded straps
that criss cross in the back
along with a beaded design 

in the front of the dress. 
Beautiful flowing train. $200.

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division 

approximately 13-15) - 
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss

cross across the back, sequins
spotted across the entire
gown, built-in crinoline - 

absolutely gorgeous. - $250.

Call Emerald Greene
(850) 973-3497

Leave a message.

Deadline for 
Classifieds

Every Monday and
Wednesday 3:00 p.m.

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing 

designed for low income
families 150 SW 
Bumgardner Dr. 

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711 Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

1/4 inch coat galvanized 
steel cable for sale

.15 cent a foot. We have as much
as you need. (850) 464-3041.

3/12 - rtn, n/c

Newspaper Bundles 
For Sale $1 each

Greene Publishing, Inc.
1695 S. SR 53 in Madison

(850) 973-4141.
3/12 - rtn, n/c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Just received a new 
supply of repo homes. 

Great price! Call for details
(386) 466-8315.

1/29 - rtn, c

Advertising Sales 
Representative 

(salesman) needed.
Our newspaper office is 
seeking an outstanding 

individual to join our sales
team. Do you possess a 
sunny, friendly attitude? 

Can you talk with customers
easily and help them feel at
home? Do you have a good 

personality and LOVE to talk
on the telephone? If you are a

team player, able to handle
multiple tasks, have a 

friendly can-do- attitude,
a great work ethic, are 

organized, and self-motivated
then this job might be just for
you. Valid Driver’s License a
must! Apply in person only at 

Greene Publishing, Inc’s 
newspaper office, located at

1695 South SR 53, 
in Madison.

A few chickens and a 
rooster for my yard.

(850) 661-6868.
4/9 - rtn, n/c

LAND FOR SALE
OWNER FINANCING
1/2 acre lots, $14,995

$1,995 down, $149 mo.
City Water, Paved Roads

Cleared, Underground 
Power DWMHs, Modular
Homes Hwy 53 North 1/2
mile. Graceland Estates

Call Chip Beggs
850-973-4116

chipbeggs@embarqmail.com

5/7 - rtn, c

Voice and beginning 
piano lessons being 

offered by Shelly Smith.
$15 per half hour 
lesson. Please call 

(850) 464-7560 
to sign up.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

Fort Madison Self-
Storage on 53 South

has 5’x10’, 10’x10’ and 
10’x20’ units available.
Call (850) 973-4004.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

12’x18’ building with 6’
porch located on State

Road 53 South. Ideal for a
small or start-up business.
Come see for yourself how

it could work for you. 
(850) 973-4141.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

Academic Case 
Manager/Student 
Disability Services 

Specialist wanted at
North Florida 

Community College. See
www.nfcc.edu for details.

6/18 - 7/2, c

CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER

Madison County Memorial
Hospital. Min. BA/BS in

Accounting with min 3 yrs
accounting exp and 3 years

management experience.
Call Human Resources

(850) 253-1906.

6/27, 7/2, c

Auctions
Online Only 2-Day 
Auction, Furniture 

Liquidation including Rugs,
Tables, Household Items,

Furniture & More,
Jamestown, NC, Guilford
Co. 7/11 at 8am to 7/18 &
7/21 at 1pm. Iron Horse

Auction Co., Inc. 
800-997-2248. NCAL3936.
www.ironhorseauction.com

Business Opportunities
BE THE 1st Medical Alert

Company in your area!
Owning your own local

distributorship.  We do 70%
of the work!  Unlimited $

return. Investment required.
Free Call (844) 225-1200.

Education
TRAIN FROM HOME

MEDICAL BILLING
ACCOUNTING ASS'T
CUSTOMER SERVICE

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED. HS/GED

NEEDED TO APPLY
Sullivan and Cogliano

Training Centers. 
1-800-451-0709.

Educational Services
AIRLINE JOBS Start 

Here – Get trained as FAA 
certified Aviation 

Technician. Financial aid
for qualified students.

Housing and Job placement
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

844-210-3935.

Help Wanted
AVERITT EXPRESS New
Pay Increase For Regional

Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM +
Fuel Bonus! Also, 

Post-Training Pay Increase
for Students! (Depending
on Domicile) Get Home

EVERY Week + Excellent
Benefits. CDL-A req. 

888-602-7440 Apply @
AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer -

Females, minorities, 
protected veterans, 

and individuals with 
disabilities are encouraged

to apply.

Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55

cpm loaded. $1000 sign on
to Qualified drivers. 

Home most weekends.
Call: 843-266-3731 /

www.bulldoghiway.com
EOE.

NOW HIRING!

, Florida

Call for Shift Availability
(12 hours shifts on Saturday & Sunday for RN’S & LPN’s)

Referral/Sign-on bonus
for employees and new hires.

Full Time RN’s/LPN’s
Employee Bonus =  $1000

after 3 months $250, after 6 months $250, 

after one year $500

New Hire Bonus = $500

after 3 months $250, after 6 months $250

Any questions contact Human Resources
AD/GW

Tuten’s Farm Produce
• Squash •  String Beans •
Potatoes • Cucumbers •

(850) 251-5463
From Greenville Hwy. 221 S., Turn on Hwy. 360 - 4 to 5 miles on Right-

From Madison Hwy 14 - Turn on 360 5-6 miles on Left.

Mon - Sat. 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Closed On Sundays

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1996

Custom Slaughter
• Cows • Hogs • Sheep •

• Goats • Deer •

Mouth Watering Country Smoked Sausage
Best Taste Best Prices

305 Limestone Road • Monticello, Fl. • 32344
(17 Miles South Of Monticello Off Tram Rd.)

(850) 997-4446

•Recipes
•Cleaning, 
Preparing & Storing
Wild Game

•Curing & Smoking
•Making Sausage &
Bologna

•Microwave 
Cooking

•Glossary
•Equivalents
•Substitutions
•Weights & Measures
•Can Sizes
•Herbs & Spices
•Helpful Cooking Hints
•Helpful Household Hints
•Detailed Drawing
On How To Build 
& Use Your Own 
Water Oven/Smoker

Historical Recipes and
Little Known Facts About

Florida’s Wildlife

FLORIDA

Wild Style
Get your copy at

Madison
Sporting Goods

in Greenville, FLorida
Studstill Lumber
in Madison, FLorida
Farmers Supply

in downtown Madison and
Greene

Publishing, INC.
located at

1695 South SR 53
in Madison, FL.

“One Of A Kind”
Reg. $28,

now only $20

Would you like to give up the name tag
for a business card? Ready to sell that
old TV to make room for a new one?

Well, this is your chance.
Check out the Classifieds today!

Call us to submit your classified ad at:

(850) 973-4141 or
Mail us at:

Greene Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 772 •Madison, FL 32341
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All Legals are posted on line at 
www.greenepublishing.com

----Legals----

SECTION 000020 - INVITATION TO BID
MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MADISON COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX WINDOW REPLACEMENT

CLEMONS, RUTHERFORD & ASSOCIATES, INC.
2027 THOMASVILLE ROAD
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308
PHONE (850) 385-6153

You are invited to bid on a General Contract, for the removal and replacement of
all exterior doors, windows, and louvers of the Madison County Courthouse An-
nex in Madison, Florida.  All Bids must be on a lump sum basis; segregated Bids
will not be accepted.

All Bidders are to submit with Bid Package, a properly executed "Contractor's
Qualification Statement" AIA Document A-305 which is to include a current fi-
nancial statement, an experience, competence and performance report, and refer-
ences from at least three prior projects similar in size and scope, along with the
name of a contact person on each of those projects.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held for General Contractors on July
8, 2014, at 2:00 PM at the project site, Room 107, 229 SW Pinckney Street, Madi-
son, Florida.   All questions at the Pre-Bid Conference by General Contractors and
Subcontractors shall be presented on the “Request for Clarification” form.  See
Section 000100 - Instructions to Bidders.

Madison County Board of County Commissioners will receive sealed bids until
2:00 PM on Wednesday, July 16, 2014, at the Madison County Courthouse An-
nex.  Sealed bids must be delivered to Room 219, 229 S.W. Pinckney Street,
Madison, Florida.  Bids received after that time will not be accepted.  Bids will be
opened publicly and read aloud at 2:01 PM of the same date.  The bids will then
be considered and possibly awarded at the Madison Board of County Commis-
sioners meeting on Wednesday, July 23rd at 4pm.

Copies of the Bidding Documents may be examined at the Architect's office:

Clemons, Rutherford & Associates
2027 Thomasville Road

Tallahassee, Florida
(850) 385-6153

and at F. W. Dodge, 823 Thomasville Rd, Tallahassee, Florida. 

General Contractors and Subcontractors may obtain copies of the Bidding Docu-
ments at the Architect's office in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders upon
depositing the sum of $100.00 for each set of Documents.  Contractors will be lim-
ited to two (2) sets of Bidding Documents and Subcontractors will be limited to
one (1) set.  Bidders may receive bid documents in one of the following manners:
(1) bring deposit check and pick up bid documents at the Architect’s office; (2)
mail in deposit check and separate shipping and handling check of $20.
Other interested parties may purchase complete sets of Bidding Documents for the
sum of $100.00 for each set, which is non-refundable.

Bidders may obtain a refund of their deposit by returning the complete Bidding
Documents in good condition no later than ten (10) calendar days after the open-
ing of Bids.  Bidders who do not submit a Bid will forfeit their deposits unless
Bidding Documents are returned in good condition three (3) days prior to the Bid
Opening.

Bid Security in the amount of five percent (5%) of the Bid must accompany each
Bid in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  A letter from a bonding com-
pany must accompany each bid, stating that the bidder is capable of obtaining all
bonds required by the Construction Documents.

The Madison County Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to waive
irregularities and to reject any and all Bids.

END OF SECTION 000020

6/18, 6/25, 7/2

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Arthur G. Smith and Florida D. Smith, the
holder of the following certificate has filed said certificate for a Tax Deed to be is-
sued thereon.  The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the
property and name in which it is assessed is as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO:    10-231
YEAR OF ISSUANCE:    2010

NAME IN, WHICH ASSESSED:    PROTÉGÉ PROPERTIES INVESTMENTS

PARCEL ID:    33-1S-10-1364-00D-009

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PARCEL 9, BLOCK D OF
TWIN RIVER FOREST SUBDIVISION, AS MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH,
RANGE 10 EAST, MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA AND BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCE AT THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 33 AND RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 16
MINUTES 34 SECONDS EAST 2562.98 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 01 DE-
GREES 39 MINUTES 21 SECONDS EAST 1071.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 16 MINUTES 34 SECONDS EAST 691.37 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 01
DEGREE 39 MINUTES 21 SECONDS EAST 1154.85 FEET TO A POINT LY-
ING 30 FEET FROM THE NEAREST POINT OF THE CENTERLINE OF A
COUNTY GRADED ROAD CONTINUE THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREE 39
MINUTES 21 SECONDS EAST 31.28 FEET TO SAID CENTERLINE,
THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CENTERLINE ON A  CURVE
CONCAVE TO THE NORTH; SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS OF 44309.73
FEET; THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 00 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 07
SECONDS; FOR AN ARC DISTANCE OF 413.87 FEET TO THE POINT OF
TANGENT; THENCE SOUTH 72 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 50 SECONDS
WEST ALONG SAID CENTERLINE 305.57 FEET, THENCE LEAVING SAID
CENTERLINE, RUN NORTH 01 DEGREE 39 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST
31.20 FEET TO A POINT LYING 30 FEET FROM THE NEAREST POINT ON
SAID CENTERINE, CONTINUE THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 39 MIN-
UTES 21 SECONDS WEST 1365.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,
EXCLUSIVE OF ANY LANDS LYING WITHIN THIRTY (30) FEET OF THE
AFORESAID CENTERLINE.

SUBJECT TO RIGHT OF WAY AND EASEMENTS HEREBY RESERVED,
OVER AND ACROSS ANY PORTION THEREOF SITUATED WITHIN THIR-
TY (30) FEET OF THE AFORESAID COUNTY ROAD CENTERLINE(S) FOR
THE PURPOSE OF PUBLIC ROADWAY AND PUBLIC UTILITIES.

All of said property being in the County of Madison, State of Florida.  Unless such
certificate shall be redeemed according to the law, the property described in such
certificate will be sold to the highest bidder at the west front door at the Madison
County Courthouse on the 24TH day of JULY 2014 at 11:00 a.m.

Dated this 6th day of June 2014.

TIM SANDERS 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT   
MADISON COUNTY
MADISON, FLORIDA 

BY: /s/ Renata Keeling
DEPUTY CLERK 

6/18, 6/25, 7/2, 7/9

Business Card Directory

6/25, 7/2

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statues
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under
the fictitious name of Madison Medical Center located at 235 SW Dade Street,
Suite A in the County of Madison, in the City of Madison, Florida 32340 intends
to register the said name with the Division of Corporations of the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Tallahassee, Florida-Dated at Tallahassee, Florida, this 25th day of
June, 2014.

North Florida Medical Centers, Inc.   

7/2

The City of Madison, FL solicits proposals to provide citizens the capability to pay
utility bills and other city payments by credit card and debit card.  Proposals must
address, among other topics:  Types of cashiering services offered; training of city
personnel; installation requirements; security; cost to the city; and cost to the cus-
tomer.  Email proposals to Tim.Bennett@CityofMadisonFL.com and write “Cred-
it Card Proposal” in the subject line.   Or, deliver or mail the proposal to:  Attn:
Credit Card Proposal, Tim Bennett, City Manager, 321 SW Rutledge St., Madison,
FL, 32340.  Deadline to submit a proposal is July 14, 2014 at 2 p.m.  For more in-
formation, phone Tim Bennett at (850) 973-5081.

7/2



Story Submitted

Ag r i c u l t u r e
S e c r e t a r y
Tom Vilsack

announced that the
nomination period for
local Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county
committees began Sun-
day, June 15.

“County commit-
tees are a vital link be-
tween the farm
community and the U.S.
Department of  Agricul-
ture,” said Vilsack. “I
hope that every eligible
farmer and rancher
will participate in this
year's county commit-
tee elections. Through
the county committees,
farmers and ranchers
have a voice; their opin-
ions and ideas get to be
heard on federal farm
programs.”

Vilsack added,
“We’ve seen an increase
in the number of  nomi-
nations of  women and
minority candidates,
and I hope that trend
continues.”

To be eligible to
serve on an FSA county
committee, a person
must participate or co-
operate in a program
administered by FSA,
be eligible to vote in a
county committee elec-
tion and reside in the lo-
cal administrative area
where the person is
nominated.

Farmers and ranch-
ers may nominate
themselves or others.
Organizations repre-
senting minorities and
women also may nomi-
nate candidates. To be-
come a candidate, an
eligible individual must
sign the nomination
form, FSA-669A. The
form and other infor-
mation about FSA
county committee elec-
tions are available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/elec-
tions. Nomination
forms for the 2014 elec-
tion must be post-
marked or received in
the local USDA Service
Center by close of  busi-
ness on Aug. 1. Elec-
tions will take place
this fall.

While FSA county
committees do not ap-
prove or deny farm
ownership or operating
loans, they make deci-
sions on disaster and

conservation programs,
emergency programs,
commodity price sup-
port loan programs and
other agricultural is-
sues. Members serve
three-year terms. Na-
tionwide, there are
about 7,800 farmers and
ranchers serving on
FSA county commit-
tees. Committees con-
sist of  three to 11
members that are elect-
ed by eligible produc-
ers.

FSA will mail bal-
lots to eligible voters be-
ginning Nov. 3. Ballots
are due back to the local
county office either via
mail or in person by
Dec. 1. Newly elected
committee members
and alternates take of-
fice on Jan. 1, 2015.

USDA is an equal
opportunity provider
and employer. To file a
complaint of  discrimi-
nation, write: USDA, Of-
fice of  the Assistant
Secretary for Civil
Rights, Office of  Adjudi-
cation, 1400 Indepen-
dence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay),
(866) 377-8642 (Relay
voice users).

Story Submitted

This June marks two years
of  improving hydrologic
conditions beginning with

Tropical Storm Debby in June 2012
and helped by continuing above-av-
erage rainfall. Tropical Storm Deb-
by broke the second of  two
back-to-back droughts which caused
record low river and groundwater
conditions.

“Between December 2013 and
June 20th the District has received on
average over 36” of  rain which is
about 25 percent higher than aver-
age,” said Megan Wetherington, PE,
District Senior Professional Engi-
neer.  “This has been the wettest
winter and spring since 1998. Dis-
trict-wide, May was the 5th straight
month of  above average rainfall this
year.” In the two years after the end
of  the drought, parts of  Lafayette,
Suwannee and Taylor counties re-
ceived nearly an extra year’s rain-
fall.

Throughout much of  the Dis-
trict, in-
c r e a s e d
rain meant
increased
river levels
and flood-
ing. For ex-

ample, until late this month Suwan-
nee River levels were high enough to
slow or block the flow from sur-
rounding springs. While still above
normal, river levels have been
steadily dropping, allowing a num-
ber of  springs to return to clear con-
ditions.

Aquifer levels have also in-
creased with the increased rainfall,
and levels were generally at their
highest since 2005 when levels
peaked after two hurricanes and a
wet winter. Rising aquifer levels
mean improved spring flow as the
groundwater makes its way to the
now-flowing springs.

SRWMD partners with the Unit-
ed States Geological Survey (USGS)
for flow measurements at numerous
locations. USGS reported that on
May 2, the measured flow at the Ala-
paha Rise was 790 million gallons
per day (MGD). This was the high-
est measurement since record-keep-
ing began there in 1975. First
magnitude Madison Blue Springs’
flow was measured at 188 MGD, the
second highest flow recorded there.
Poe Springs was measured at 36
MGD, about 20 percent higher than
its long-term average. These rates

of  flow are good indica-
tions for the rest of  the
springs District-wide,
where high flows are ex-
pected throughout the
summer.

For additional infor-
mation on hydrologic
conditions contact SR-
WMD at (386) 362-1001 or
http://www.mysuwan-
n e e r i v e r . c o m /
index.aspx?NID=35.
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FARM/OUTDOORS
Rainfall 25 Percent Higher

Than Average In The SRWMD

Photo Submitted

Blue Springs in Madison Fl.

Florida Fruit And Vegetable 
Production Grow The Economy
Story Submitted

Florida's favorable agricul-
tural climate positions the
state as the second largest

produce exporter in the nation, ac-
cording to a new report from Flori-
da TaxWatch, the independent,
nonpartisan, nonprofit taxpayer re-
search institute and government
watchdog. The report
finds that farming and
processing of  Florida
produce contributes
more than $7.5 bil-
lion to the state
economy.

"Florida's agricul-
ture industry is vital to di-
versifying our state's
growing economy," said Do-
minic M. Calabro, president and
CEO of  Florida TaxWatch, the inde-
pendent, nonpartisan, nonprofit tax-
payer research institute and
government watchdog. "Fresh pro-
duce, such as fruits, vegetables and
juices are a key part of  the agricul-
ture industry and enhances our
global trade impact."

Florida is home to more than
47,500 commercial farms covering
9.25 million acres, and producing
fresh fruits, vegetables and juices.
In addition to the positive impact on
Florida's agricultural industry, the
production of  these crops benefits
other Florida industries, such as
manufacturing. For example, 8.4
percent of  Florida's food and kin-
dred products manufacturing out-
put is tied to produce. 

In 2012, Florida was the 7th

largest state exporter of  agricultur-
al products, sending the majority of
exports to Canada, the Netherlands,
the Bahamas, the Dominican Repub-
lic and Panama. Produce accounts

for more than $500 million of  the to-
tal agricultural exports in Florida.
These exports help diversify Flori-
da's economy and contribute to an
already positive balance of  trade. 

Unsurprisingly, citrus is one of
Florida's highest produced crops.
Florida oranges and grapefruits ex-
ceed 65 percent of  the total U.S. pro-

duction. However,
Florida is the nation's
leader in production
of  many other types
of  produce, including
squash, snap beans,
cucumbers, fresh

sweet corn and water-
melons. 
"These Florida-grown

fresh fruits and vegetables pro-
vide healthy food for families and

provide jobs for agricultural pro-
ducers, for food processors, and
transporters in our state and those
who export Florida crops," said Jer-
ry D. Parrish, Ph.D., Chief  Econo-
mist and Director of  the TaxWatch
Center for Competitive Florida.

Florida TaxWatch is a statewide,
non-profit, non-partisan research in-
stitute that over its 32-year history
has become widely recognized as the
watchdog of  citizens' hard-earned
tax dollars.  Its mission is to provide
the citizens of  Florida and public of-
ficials with high quality, independent
research and education on govern-
ment revenues, expenditures, taxa-
tion, public policies and programs
and to increase the productivity and
accountability of  Florida state and
local government. Its support comes
from homeowners and retirees, small
and large businesses, philanthropic
foundations, and professional associ-
ations. On the web at www.Flori-
daTaxWatch.org.

Service Agency County
Committee Nomination Period

Began June 15
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"REST IN CHRIST"

The Sabbath Day of  the Old Covenant and
keeping that Sabbath Day involved a day of  "rest"
and not necessarily a day of  worship. It was
meant to symbolize the "rest" which would be
brought about in Christ, even as Paul so graphi-
cally brought out.

When Jesus came, thereby fulfilling the Law
in totality, which included the Sabbath Day, we
find that keeping such a day is not brought over
into the New Covenant, simply because it was sat-
isfied in Christ. It represented Christ and the
"rest" we would find in accepting Him as Lord and
Savior; therefore, to continue to keep such a day,
as was kept under the Old Covenant, in effect
denies Christ.

As stated, when one now accepts Christ, there-
by serving Him, one is, at the same time, keeping
the Sabbath, which was a Type of  Christ and the
rest that we find in serving Him.

The Sabbath Day always pointed to Christ,
always pertained to Christ, and always symbol-
ized Christ; with the Coming of  Christ, who satis-
fied all the demands of  the Law, the symbol is no
longer needed.

THE CROSS: ENTERING INTO REST

The "rest" which Paul so graphically illustrat-
ed in the Fourth Chapter of  Hebrews has always
reposed in Christ. However, it took the Cross,
which satisfied the terrible sin debt, which man
could not pay, for that "rest" to be given to us. Of
this "rest," Christ is the source, while the Cross is
the Means.

When the Lord sanctified the Seventh Day,
this also had reference to the fact that what Jesus
did at the Cross, Who is the True Sabbath, makes
it possible for the Believer to live a sanctified life.

Many Christians under-
stand somewhat the part
the Cross plays in
Salvation, but under-
stand almost nothing
r e g a r d i n g
Sanctification. But it is
impossible for the
Believer to live a sancti-
fied life unless he under-
stands the Cross as it
regards the great work of
Sanctification.

SANCTIFICATION

The word
"Sanctification" simply
means "to be set apart
exclusively unto the
Lord." Sanctification is a
place and position to
which the Holy Spirit
strives to bring each and
every Believer, but to
which the Believer can-
not attain of  his own
ability and strength,
which can be done only
by the Holy Spirit.
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By Rev. Richard Sauls,
Senior Pastor, 
Lee Worship Center
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Burnett Farm Invites Ladies To Dinner And Night Of Gospel
Submitted

Every month for four years, Burnett Farm in
Jasper has welcomed men from adjoining coun-
ties to join them, eat grilled steak with all the fix-
ings in the barn, and then listen to the funny
Burnett Brothers band sing and pick Gospel
songs to warm up the crowd. 

What happens next at these monthly meetings
is church without the steeple - laymen stand up to
bring Bible truths home to regular guys who
might never darken the door of  a church, but they
can enjoy this quail farm and soak in faith-filled
encouragement.

On May 13, the steaks were seasoned and
ladies were invited to join the men: 260 guests
arrived and packed out the barn. 

The ladies receive their invitation to the all-
men ministry only in spring and fall, so they
apparently were ready for this night-out opportu-
nity. Dynamic performers from various churches
included Jennifer Herndon, Roshunda Denson,
Danny Graves, the Williams sisters and more.

“It’s good to be in the barn tonight, “ said Kim
Williams. “It’s our first time.” The sisters sang
several songs, most notably the ballad, “I
Wouldn’t Miss It, Would You?” from Wendy
Bagwell and the Sunliters. They kidded that when
they were growing up, the Burnett Brothers did-
n’t sing.

Pastor Timmy Dyke of  Pine Grove

Missionary Baptist Church in Madison intro-
duced Brother Larry Sweat by saying the Burnett
Barn normally invites non-preachers as the guest
speaker, but Sweat, a Baptist preacher, came high-
ly recommended.

At the podium, Larry Sweat said his life was
miserable when he came back from Viet Nam,
addicted to drugs and alcohol, and he asked God
to “show me a real life Christian – don’t show me
another Baptist, I want to see a real life
Christian.” 

Sweat said his wife suffered through his bad
behaviors and soul searching, eventually leading
to a prayer on his knees to ask God to forgive him
and to trust that Jesus is His Savior.

One of  the questions Sweat found intriguing
was to ask, “What will I have if  I give my heart to
Christ?” He found out that by surrendering to
Christ he was able to live the Christian life
through the Holy Ghost living inside him and
he’d have the power to overcome the world
(Ephesians 3:40).

Sweat got a kick out of  how evangelist Billy
Sunday talked of  “hitting a home run for God.”
Walking up and down the church aisles, Sunday
calling out, “Where are you, Devil? I’m gonna hit
you!” That old-time evangelist understood the
power he had in his life as a born-again
Christian.

Sweat recalled how tough financially it was to

go back to Bible
College with
three children
and one son
going blind. At
one point, he
c o n s i d e r e d
going back to
work as a
plumber, but
“God’s hand is
bigger than
mine,” said
Sweat. 

He remem-
bered an outpour-
ing at one church
when his family
was desperate for gas and food: old farmers began
filling Sweat’s pockets with cash and they stuffed
the family car with food after he preached, reviv-
ing the family’s spirits to go forward to serve God.

Sweat ended his talk by saying, “Lost friend,
if  I could drag you to the altar I would –there are
enough big fellows here that we could. Lay hold of
that nail-scarred hand and come to Christ
tonight!”

The next Burnett Farm fellowship meeting
for men is Tuesday, July 8. For information, call
(850) 464-8107 or (386) 590-1779.

Photo submitted

Larry Sweat shared his
moving testimony about how
he met Christ.

Photo submitted

Timmy Dyke welcomes everyone to the Burnett Barn in Hamilton County. 
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Madison County Truckers Invited To Truckers' Sunday
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Truckers from Madison County and sur-
rounding counties and anyone within traveling
distance is invited to the first ever Truckers'
Sunday on July 13 at Dowling Park Church of
God, just south of  the county line in Suwannee
County. 

Pastor Mike Carson invites everyone to bring
a friend and be part of  something awesome hap-
pening at Dowling Park Church of  God. There
will even be a special prize given away. 

“There will be free food and great prizes
including a giveaway of  50 gallons of  diesel, and,
as always, it will be a phenomenal time of  fellow-
ship in the Lord,” Pastor Carson said. 

There is plenty of  parking available in the
parking lot at Dowling Park Church of  God and
truckers are asked to bring their big rigs. Every
trucker that brings his or her rig will receive a
special gift. 

The service will begin at 11 a.m. on Sunday,
July 13. 

For more information, contact Amon Doyle at
(850) 973-7546 or Pastor Mike Carson at (850) 694-
2608.

Dowling Park Church of  God is located at
23500 CR 250 in Dowling Park.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry

Amon Doyle, far right, of Lee, is helping plan
this first ever Truckers' Sunday. He is shown with
his daughter, Amanda Jo Doyle, and his father-in-
law, Retis Flowers.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry

Pastor Mike Carson, shown with his wife,
Angie, invites everyone to take part in the
Truckers' Sunday on July 13.

You're Invited!
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Mondays
“Parenting with

Values” will occur each
Monday from noon-1
p.m. This event will be
located at Middle
Florida Baptist
Association, 349 SW
Captain Brown Road in
Madison. 

Wednesdays
“ C e l e b r a t e

Recovery” ministry
begins each Wednesday
from noon-1:30 p.m.
The Middle Florida
Baptist Association,
349 SW Captain Brown
Road, Madison. 

July 5
Everyone is invited

to particpate in the
prayer walk beginning
at 9 a.m. at the Four
Freedoms Park in
Madison. 

July 7-11
First United

Methodist Church will
be having their
Vacation Bible School
Monday - Friday, July 7-
11, from 8:30-11:30 am.
It is called "Workshop
of  Wonders: Imagine &
Build With God." Ages
3rd-5th grade are wel-
come. For more infor-
mation contact, the
church office at (850)
973-6295 or Ruth Ann
Latner at (850) 464 - 0236
o r
ruthannlatner@yahoo.
com.

July 7-11
North Florida Teen

Youth Camp, a five-day,
four-night event is set
for July 7-11, with guest
speaker Phil Stacey for
each evening's service.
Registration fee is $90
per person, with a $25
deposit. A t-shirt is
guaranteed if  the
camper pre-registers
by June 20. Located at
Live Oak Church of
God's 34-acre campus
on US 129 South in Live
Oak. Registration
forms may be picked
up at Madison Church
of  God or Midway
Church of  God. 

July 8
The Pinetta area

food ministry/mission
will be distributing
food beginning at 9
a.m. at the Pinetta food
pantry.

July 14-18 
North Florida

Primary/Junior Camp,
a five-day, four-night
event is set for July 14-
18, with guest speaker
Kevin McGlamery for
each evening's service.
Registration fee is $90
per person, with a $25
deposit. A t-shirt is
guaranteed if  the
camper pre-registers
by June 20. Located at
Live Oak Church of
God's 34-acre campus
on US 129 South in Live
Oak. Registration
forms may be picked

up at Madison Church
of  God or Midway
Church of  God. 

July 20-25 
Students will train

to become Agency D3
agents during Vacation
Bible School at Pine
Grove Missionary
Baptist Church VBS set
for Sunday, July 20,
through Friday, July 25.
The fun will begin at
5:30 p.m., with dinner
served, and last until
8:45 p.m. each evening.
Pine Grove Missionary
Baptist Church is locat-
ed at 4084 NE Rocky
Ford Road, north of
Madison. 

July 22
The Pinetta area

food ministry/mission
will be distributing
food beginning at 9
a.m. at the Pinetta food
pantry.

August 9
The 11th Hour

Gospel Group will be in
concert at Sirmans
Baptist Church on
Saturday, Aug. 9, at 7
p.m. Sirmans Baptist
Church is located at 168
SW Sirmans Church
Way, off  US 221, south
of  Greenville, south of
Interstate 10, exit 241.
Everyone is welcome to
attend. Jimmy Fletcher
is the church's pastor.
Call (850) 948-4948 for
more information. 

Church Calendar
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Two New Ministries Offered At
Middle Florida Baptist Association
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Middle Florida Baptist
Association is offering new min-
istries at their association office in
the conference room. 

One of  the ministries is a class
entitled “Parenting with Values.”
The sessions will be held from noon
until 1 p.m. each Monday and will
feature a video and a discussion. The
classes began Monday, June 23. 

The Association is also holding

“Celebrate Recovery” each
Wednesday from noon until 1:30 p.m.
The sessions are geared so everyone
can learn from information present-
ed in the study. 

“Celebrate Recovery” helps
those who are co-dependent, have
bad habits, hurts, hang-up, are being
controlled, trying to control, griev-
ing the death of  a loved one, etc. 

Principles can be learned to help
yourself  and others. 

“Celebrate Recovery” began
holding sessions on Wednesday,
June 25. 

For more information on either
of  these ministries, contact Jan
Miller at (850) 973-8607 (office) or
(850) 295-5507 (cell). She can also be
emailed at mfba@embarqmail.com
or janmiller556@icloud.com.

The Middle Florida Baptist
Association is located at 349 SW
Captain Brown Road in Madison.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The First United Methodist Church of  Madison will begin its annual
Vacation Bible School beginning Monday, July 7, and going through Friday,
July 11. 

The VBS is open to children, ages three up to the fifth grade. Sessions
begin every morning at 8:30 a.m. and end at 11:30 a.m.

The theme for this year's VBS is “Workshop of  Wonders: Imagine and
Build with God.” VBS students will discover “how the ordinary becomes
extraordinary with God” as they meet people from the Bible, including
Esther, Ezra and a young boy, who produces something amazing with God's
help. Children will be taught to expect big things from God as He works won-
ders in them. 

The first session will be “Imagine with God!” as students learn the story
of  Esther, from the Book of  Esther. 

Day two will be “Build with God!” as they discover the rebuilding of  the
Lord's House in Ezra 3:8-13.

Day three will help students “Grow with God!” as they learn the Parable
of  the Mustard Seed from Matthew 13. 

On day four, children will learn to “Work with God!” as they learn the
story of  the feeding of  the 5,000 from John 6:1-13. 

On day five, the lesson will be “Walk with God!” as the students learn
about the walk to Emmaus, following Christ's death and resurrection, told
in Luke 24:13-32. 

For further information, contact the First UMC office at (850) 973-6295 or
Ruth Ann Latner at (850) 464-0236 or by email at ruthannlatner@yahoo.com. 

First UMC VBS To Begin Monday
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Lee First Baptist Church Hosts VBS

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Lee First Baptist Church kicked off  its “Agency
D3” Vacation Bible School on Monday, June 23. 

The VBS focused on an apologetics theme, help-
ing students to understand and defend what they
believe. 

Everyone enjoyed delicious food each evening,
cooked and served by volunteers before they went
into classes to learn the lessons taught each evening. 

With the theme for the VBS as “Agency D3:
Discover, Decide, Defend,” students, ages three to
adult, collected and logged evidence about Jesus.
Using their best high-tech operative skills, they
examined eyewitness reports, physical proof  and
Biblical accounts to uncover and defend the truth
about who Jesus really is. During VBS, they
“Discovered the truth of  the gospel; Decided to
believe it; and Defended the decision.” 

The students became members of  D3, an inves-
tigative agency organized to discover if  Jesus is
really who He claims to be and to examine if  the
Bible is true. 

This VBS was unusual because it has an apolo-
getics theme, because people not only need to know
the Bible is true and that Jesus is God's one and only
Son, but they need to know how to defend what they
believe when someone asks them why they believe
it.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

Students and teachers, many of them wearing their Agency D3 badges and t-shirts are excited about the VBS.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

Friends enjoy a meal as they sit around the table at the Agency D3 VBS at Lee First Baptist
Church. photos cont. on page 9B
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VBS Photos Continued From Page 8B

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

A family enjoys some togetherness and a meal before heading into the
VBS class for the evening.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

Family and friends enjoy the meal before going on special assignments
with Agency D3. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

Two friends enjoy each other's company as they get ready to go into the
VBS classes for the evening. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, June 24, 2014

Two little friends sitting at the table anxiously await the Agency D3 VBS
to begin.



I love an old story that circulates in my family
about my great-great grandfather, a fiery circuit-
riding preacher named John Martin McBrayer.
“The Reverend,” or just “Preacher,” as he was
known, traversed the Southern Appalachians on
horseback, going church to church, camp meeting
to camp meeting, and revival to revival preaching
anywhere he was given an opportunity.

Ultimately he settled down (I think his wife
got tired of  him leaving her with the 12 children
each week) and started a Baptist church in North
Georgia. He would fill that pulpit for the much of
the remainder of  his life, and when he died, he
was laid to rest in the red dirt of  that church’s
cemetery.

It was the early 1900s and drought was smoth-
ering the Georgia countryside. Farmers were des-
perate. Their crops were burning up in the fields,

their cattle was dying of  thirst, and everyone
thought the river would run dry. So a Saturday
prayer meeting was called, a meeting to pray for
rain.

A good portion of  the community gathered,
and in time, old John Martin came riding up on
his pony. It took The Preacher a little while to
come inside the church building, but when he did,
he had his battered Bible in one hand and his
heavy Western saddle and saddle blanket thrown
over his shoulder.

“Well Preacher,” one man asked, “Why’d you
bring your saddle in? You stayin’ all night till
service in the morning?” Everyone laughed. I’m
told that John Martin gave a mischievous chuckle
himself. Then he answered, “No, I thought we’d be
prayin’ for rain? I do believe the rest of  you will be
ridin’ home wet.”

Sure enough, before they all left the church
that afternoon, the rains had come and the
drought had been broken. And just as sure, most

folks left on wet saddles
and in drenched wagons
while The Preacher trot-
ted towards home as dry
as dust (all while wear-
ing that mischievous
grin, I am certain).

I often tell this story,
not as a means of  con-
vincing people that they
will always get what
they pray for, but as an
illustration of  what
faith looks like: Faith in
God, not faith in a specif-
ic, pre-calculated out-
come. John Martin trust-
ed God – his life was a
testament to that fact –
whether the rains had
come on that Saturday
afternoon or not.

This is reminiscent
of  an even older story
found in the ancient
book of  Daniel, the story
of  the “Three Hebrew
Children,” known as
Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. These three

Jewish boys were ordered to bow and worship a
god that was not their own, not the God that they
knew and trusted. Such an act of  false worship,
for them, was beyond the pale, so they refused.

For their noncompliance, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego were to be cast into a fiery furnace
and burned alive. But before the sentence was car-
ried out they were given a final opportunity to
acquiesce. Their response might be the greatest
statement of  defiant faith in religious history.

They said, “If  we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us.
He will rescue us from your power…But even if
he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you that we
will never bow and serve your gods.”

Here is mature faith: It is far more than a
cheerful outcome contrived within our imagina-
tions, or a “happily ever after” post-scripted to
every story we tell. It is trust in the God behind all
outcomes; it is hope in the God who is writing our
stories. Enough of  this faith that professes only
the ability to change our circumstances; such
faith is little more than a lucky rabbit’s foot.

Instead, we need a faith that gives us resilien-
cy, faith that strengthens our souls. We need faith
that serves, not as a payoff  for our prayers, but as
growing confidence in a Person. We need that
faith that sustains us, if  the hoped-for rescue or
drought-breaking rains come or not.
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bare him no chil-
dren: and she had an handmaiden, an Egyptian,
whose name was Hagar.  And Sarai said unto
Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me
from bearing:  I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it
may be that I may obtain children by her. And
Abram hearkened unto the voice of  Sarai.” -Gen.
16: 1-2, KJV

Some time during the late Bronze Age,
between 2000 and 1500 B.C., roughly coinciding
with the Middle Kingdom Era of  Egypt, an
Egyptian handmaid belonging to the wife of  the
nomadic clan leader would enter history, along
with her tribe-woman mistress, as mothers of  two
great nations.  

The handmaid’s tale begins long before there
was a kingdom known as Israel, before there were
even the Twelve Tribes of  Israel.  It begins with a
wandering clan leader, Abram (later Abraham)
and his wife Sarai (later Sarah). 

Abram and Sarai are entering their twilight
years, childless.  Since God had already promised
Abram some time ago that he would one day be
the father of  a great nation, the current situation
presents quite a quandary:  How is he to be the
father of  a great nation...with no heirs? 

It is here that Sarai’s handmaid, Hagar (whose
name means “stranger”), enters the narrative.

At Sarai’s insistence, Abram takes Sarai’s
handmaid as a surrogate to provide him with heir.
We do not know exactly how they first acquired an
Egyptian handmaid, although their sojourns did
take them through Egypt at times, but because of
their position as head of  their clan, we can sur-
mise that they likely had an entire retinue of
other servants as well.

Hagar most likely came from an Egyptian
household, a place of  cities, temples and elaborate
burial customs, with a complex political system
and a thriving trade and market economy.  If  so,
she must have found life among this nomadic
tribe quite primitive.  Coming from such a cosmo-
politan background, she may have even consid-
ered it a step downward.

As a slave or servant, it is unlikely that she
had any say in becoming the chosen surrogate for
a child that would be considered Sarai’s upon
birth.  There is no indication in the narrative of
her being consulted.  The decision was apparently
made without her, and it was done.  In fact,
throughout the entire narrative, neither Sarai nor
Abram refer to her by name, always speaking of
her as “the handmaid.”

It was not an unusual situation at the time;

texts from many writings of  that time period,
including the Code of  Hammurabi, allude to the
custom of  childless wives providing female slaves
as surrogates for their husbands.

Tivka Frymer-Kensky, author of  Patriarchal
Family Relationships and Near Eastern Law, sum-
marizes the situation thusly in the Jewish
Women’s Archive: “In the world of  the ancient
Near East, a slave woman could be seen as an
incubator, a kind of  womb-with-legs.”

However, this is not how Hagar views herself.
She is now a person of  importance, carrying the
child of  the clan leader, in a society that values
mothers over childless women.  Perhaps for the
first time, she is even getting a little respect from
other members of  the household.  In such a socie-
ty, a female slave carrying a leader’s child could
rise dramatically in status, sometimes to the posi-
tion of  favored concubine or secondary wife. 

Yet, there was the knowledge that her child
would be lawfully considered the fruit of  that bar-
ren woman who still continued to lord it over her
as if  she were still a mere nothing; that barren
mistress who had so completely failed in her
childbearing function for the tribal leader.  In the
resulting mix of  sexual jealousy and resentment,

Hagar begins to see herself  as equal to, or
even superior to Sarai.

Sarai, on the other hand, already upset by her
childlessness, does not take kindly to Hagar’s new
attitude.  She responds with her own mix of  jeal-
ousy and resentment, dealing harshly with that
little nobody of  a handmaid and her delusions of
grandeur.  Abram cannot intervene, for the
women of  the clan are ruled by Sarai, and under
Sarai’s jurisdiction.  

There were some protections in the legal
codes for slaves in this region; Sarai cannot kill
Hagar outright. However, Hagar either fears for
her life, or the situation becomes so intolerable
she decides to take her chances in the unforgiving
desert.  Pregnant and desperate, she flees south,
down through the Sinai Peninsula, back toward
her homeland in Egypt.

Following the road to Shur, she almost reach-
es Egypt.  But, while resting at a wellspring in the
wilderness of  Shur, an angel of  the Lord tells her
that she must go back, for she will bear a son who
will have descendants without number; a mighty
nation will rise from him.  He will be called
Ishmael. 

With new purpose, and understanding the des-
tiny of  the child she carries, she turns and
retraces her steps back to Egypt, giving birth to
Ishmael when Abram (now Abraham), is 86 years
old.

Things appear to go well enough for the next
14 years until, Sarai (now Sarah), miraculously
gives birth to a son, Isaac, whom the Lord has also
promised will give rise to a great nation.

The old rivalry soon reasserts itself, for whose
son will now be Abraham’s heir?  Hagar’s, who
was born first, or Sarah’s, because Sarah is the
wife?

Things once again come to a head, and this
time, Sarah has Abraham banish Hagar and
Ishmael into the desert, where they soon run out
of  food and water.

Believing that she is dying, Hagar places her
son under the shade of  a bush and cries out to the
Lord, who shows her a well of  water that she had
previously overlooked.  

She and Ishmael survive, and make their
home in the wilderness of  Paran, where Ishmael
grows to manhood.

The story of  Hagar is that of  the outsider, the
one who was never accepted by the people she
lived among, and was eventually expelled from
their society.  It is the story of  being absolutely
alone, with no one to turn to in a harsh environ-
ment, both figuratively and literally, no one except
God.  When she cried out to God in the wilderness,
she was protected by Him and survived, along
with her child, living her life as a free woman, no
longer a slave, raising a son who would one day be
regarded as the father of  the Arab nations. 

According to the Koran, it is at Mecca that
God saved Hagar and Ishmael with the live-giving
wellspring, and later brought forth from
Ishmael’s descendants the great nation he had
promised Hagar so long ago. Like Jacob, Ishmeal
had 12 sons, who gave rise to twelve tribes.

Today, the Koran as well as the Jewish
Midrash regard Hagar as a princess.  In more
modern times, she is a symbol of  women who per-
severe and survive, especially when the odds are
stacked against them.
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