
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Last August,
school board
member VeEt-

ta Hagan protested the
practice of  being hand-
ed documents moments
before the board was
expected to vote on
them, saying that the
members needed suffi-
cient time to read, re-
view and understand
the material before
they could vote on it.
Fellow school board
member Karen Pickles
concurred with her
protest.

Fast forward to the
May 20th meeting, where

that very same issue
had been placed on the
agenda at Pickles' re-
quest.  When that item
came up, she noted that
while the board mem-
bers did get mostly
everything in their
packets several days
ahead of  time as they
were supposed to, there
were, at times, still a
few documents landing
on the table in front of
them at the last minute.

“It's becoming a bit
of  a sore subject with
me,” she said.  Some-
times, there was barely
enough time to read
through the material
before the vote came

up; in such cases, it was
more like “rubber-
stamping” than voting,
“and I do not like rub-
ber-stamping stuff...we
need time to read stuff
and make an informed
decision.”

VeEtta Hagan
added that she had been
on the board ten years,
and the last-minute doc-
uments landing in front
of  them had been an on-
going problem.  Some of
the documents involved
“sensitive items, in-
depth items, and things
that will come back to
haunt us,” she said. 

Board member Ken-
ny Hall noted that per-

sonnel was one of  the
main sources of  last
minute documents, and
the board was coming
up on the busiest hiring
season of  the year, the
summer months.

Hagan added
school-related trips to
that category, where
people held fundraisers
for their trips weeks in
advance, but then wait-
ed until the last minute
to present a formal re-
quest for school board
approval.  

The discussion
came back around to
the busy hiring season
coming up.  School Su-
perintendent Doug

Brown promised the
board members that he
would make every ef-
fort to get everything to
them in a timely fash-
ion, even during the
busy hiring season,
with all the resumes,
background checks and
other documentation
that went along with
each new-hire, through
email or any other
available channel.

The board mem-
bers ended the discus-
sion with Hagan
remarking that, “If
we're going to hold  oth-
ers accountable, we
need to hold ourselves
accountable, too.”
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I, Susie Bishop
Williamson, am
seeking the office

of  Madison County
School Board District 1.               

I am the daughter of
the late R.J. and Carolyn
Bishop and a life long
resident of  Madison
County. I have been mar-
ried to Frank
Williamson for 42 years.
We have three children
who all graduated from
Madison County High
School, two who are
now teachers in the pub-
lic school system; also
two of  our grandchil-
dren are students of
Madison County High
School at this time. I
have been involved with
the Madison School Dis-
trict for the past 40
years. I spent 30 years in
a classroom as well as
eight years on the
school board, where I
was the first school
board member from
Madison to complete the
workshops and classes
in the other areas of
budgeting, state and fed-
eral funding, reading
strategies, curriculum,
laws and legislative is-
sues and met all the re-

quirements to become a
Certified Board Mem-
ber. I also served on the
Florida School Boards
Association’s Legisla-
tive Committee helping
draft proposals for the
platform committee. I
was able to meet with
the Representatives and
Senators who represent-
ed Madison County on a
one on one basis to dis-
cuss our needs and con-
cerns and how the
issues before them af-
fected our district. I
presently volunteer in
our schools, mentor stu-
dents and work with the
ESE and transportation
departments. I also
serve on the Madison
County 4-H Council. I
feel my 30 years in the
classroom and 40 years
with our school district
give me an understand-
ing of  the problems and
challenges we face
everyday as we try to
provide the best educa-
tion for our children. As
in the past, I will work
hard to represent you, to
keep myself  informed
on the issues before the
Board so the best deci-
sions can be made for
the children of  Madison
County. I am also dedi-
cated to understanding
budget issues and to
spend wisely. As always
I am available to talk to
you about your con-
cerns and can be
reached at 973-6413.

Let experience work
for you.

Juvenile
Breaks
Into
Local
Pawn
Shop 

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Gunslingers
Pawn and
Gun was bur-

glarized on May 23 at
9:35 p.m and an at-
tempted burglary on
May 24 at midnight.

According to the
Madison Police Depart-
ment report, Raven
Robinson, 12, gained
entry into Gunslingers
Pawn and Gun by kick-
ing in the northwest
door causing extensive
damage to the door’s
frame. 

The security
alarms at Gunslingers
Pawn and Gun went off
on May 24 at midnight
and Robinson was seen
fleeing the scene on
foot. He was detained
and escorted to the
Madison Police Depart-
ment, where he admit-
ted to the offense.

Robinson has been
charged with unarmed
burglary to a structure
and attempted bur-
glary.

Raven Robinson

Friday
Nights
Under
The
Lights
Coming
June 6
To Boot
Hill

By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Boyz to
KINGS (BTK)
organization

will be hosting their 3rd

annual Madison Coun-
ty High School Cow-
boys vs. Concerned
Community Men flag
football competition on
Friday night, June 6,
7:30 p.m., at MCHS. The
entry fee is $4 with
some of  the proceeds
from this event going
towards helping the
BTK charitable efforts
and some going to-
wards another Madi-
son youth-centered,
community organiza-
tion.

The flag football
event is designed to
raise awareness for and
gain participation from
Madison County resi-
dents, especially men,
who are much needed
in the lives of  our

See Boot Hill On Page
3A

Madison Resident’s 
Suburban Spins And Flips 

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison res-
i d e n t
flipped a

Chevy Suburban while
trying to avoid a log
truck on SR 145 on
Thursday, May 22, at
12:30 p.m.

According to the
FHP report, Lynn
Ramirez, 26, was trav-

eling northbound on
SR 145 in a Chevy Sub-
urban with passen-
gers, Leonel Ramirez,
28, and Sophi Ramirez,
two, all of  Madison
,when a log truck trav-
eling southbound was
partly in the north-
bound lane. Lynn
Ramirez steered the ve-
hicle onto the east
shoulder and rotated

in a counterclockwise
direction. The vehicle
entered the north-
bound lane and over-
turned. 

Leonel and Sophi
Ramirez were trans-
ported to South Geor-
gia Medical Center for
minor injuries. Lynn
Ramirez also sustained
minor injuries but was
not transported.

Last Minute Documents Still A 
Problem For School Board Members

Recent Congressional Actions; 
How 2nd District Members Voted

Here are the
vote results,
in case

you’re interested in
knowing how Florida’s
2nd Congressional Dis-
trict members in the
House and Senate stand
on recent national is-
sues. 

The Water Pro-
jects – Conference
Report: both the
Senate and the
House approved
this measure.
T h e

Senate’s vote was 91-7 to
approve, with two Sena-
tors abstaining. 

The House vote for
approval was 412 to
four, with 15 abstain-
ing.

The votes authorize
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to conduct
water-resources ac-
tivities, including
port dredging, in-
land locks and
dams, and flood
control projects

f o r

an estimated $12 bil-
lion. It also requires the
de-authorization of  at
least $18 billion in pre-
viously authorized pro-
jects.

In the Senate, Bill
Nelson and Marco Ru-
bio voted yes. And in
the House, Rep. Steve
Southerland II also vot-
ed yes.

NSA Metadata Col-
lection: The House
passed this measure 303
to 121, with seven mem-
bers abstaining. 

The bill would pro-
hibit the government’s
bulk collection and
storage of  business
records, including tele-
phone metadata. It

would require the gov-
ernment to receive pre-
approval from the
Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court to
conduct a search of  call
detail records for indi-
vidual target phone
numbers, except in cas-
es of  emergency. 

Southerland voted
yes.

Fiscal 2015 Defense
Authorization: The
House passed this bill
325 to 98, with eight
members abstaining. 

The bill would au-
thorize $592.9 billion
for defense programs in
fiscal year 2015, includ-
ing $79.4 billion for
overseas contingency

operations. The bill
would also authorize a
1.8 percent pay increase
for military personnel
and prohibit a new
round of  base realign-
ments and closures.
Southerland voted yes.

Energy-Efficient
Building Codes — The
Senate voted 79-20, with
one member abstain-
ing. The Senate invoked
cloture on the motion to
proceed to a bill that
would promote updates
to state building codes
in order to encourage
energy savings and pro-
vide incentives for en-
e r g y - e f fi c i e n t

See Congressional
Actions On Page 3A
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National Security

The leading
topic (for
now) on the

national airwaves is
the Veterans Adminis-
tration; namely,
lengthy patient waiting
and deaths while await-
ing treatment.  Secre-
tary Eric Shenseki has
resigned and a number
of  administrators in
the Phoenix VA hospi-
tal, where the issue
came to light, have
been relieved … sup-
posedly.  But this is
likely the tip-of-the-ice-
berg.  Nearly fifty hos-
pitals and treatment
centers are under some
sort of  similar investi-
gation, including the
one in nearby
Gainesville.

How did this all
come about and how
can it be fixed?  First,
some history: the VA
was begun in 1930 as a
result of  many injuries
suffered by World War I
vets.  Interestingly, the
earliest such facility
was a hospital and re-
tirement home estab-
lished in Paris during
the late 17th Century.
The VA really caught
on at the end of  World
War II with the passage
of  the GI Bill and be-
came a cabinet level po-
sition in 1989.

Today, the VA em-
ploys some 280 thou-
sand people at
hundreds of  hospitals,
clinics, and adminis-
trative centers.  In addi-
tion to healthcare, they
administer other veter-
an benefits such as
guaranteed home loans
and education pro-
grams.  I’m told that 80
percent of  the VA work-
force is unionized, pri-
marily under the
American Federation
of  Government Em-
ployees (AFGE).  While
AFGE cannot bargain
for wages and benefits,
they are instrumental
in setting up workplace
rules, many of  which
may be found to impede
the delivery of  goods
and services to veter-
ans.

The firing of  Eric
Shenseki is not going to
change any of  this
labyrinth of  bureau-
cratic infrastructure.
The first rule of  a bu-
reaucracy is to pre-
serve, strengthen and
grow itself.  The veter-
ans themselves take a
back seat.  I’m certain
that as you look at the
VA budget, employ-
ment, and contracts
over the past few years,
you will see steady
growth.  Throwing
more money (which bu-
reaucracies thrive
upon) at the problem
will do no good; it is
tantamount to adding
fuel to the fire.  Major
reform is necessary
which will be exceed-
ingly difficult and re-
sisted by the
bureaucracy, union,

and their political al-
lies.

Why is the VA nec-
essary?  The simple fact
is that military service
is hazardous to one’s
health.  Not only are
there wounds to heal
but also long term ef-
fects of  training and
service, many times in
environments fraught
with hazards.  Also,
politicians have repeat-
edly rewarded military
service with benefits
which must be doled
out in an orderly man-
ner.  The Obama Ad-
ministration may be
guilty of  making the
problem worse by
crowding more pa-
tients into an already
overburdened system.   

It has been tortu-
ous watching VA offi-
cials answer questions
before Congressional
committees.  They are
caught in the unenvi-
able position of  trying
to defend the indefensi-
ble.  It is entirely possi-
ble that some will be
caught in fraudulent
schemes like ‘fudging’
numbers in order to
qualify for incentive
bonuses.  That’s what
happened about 15
years ago at Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac
but I don’t recall any-
one going to jail over
that deception.  All too
often, government
agencies simply don’t
hold anyone account-
able.  Miscreants are al-
lowed to retire instead.   

An obvious ques-
tion to ask related to
what is happening
within the VA: does
this portend similar
outcomes to Oba-
macare?  Since the VA
is a single-payer, gov-
ernment provided
healthcare system and
that is the long-range
objective of  the left,
does this mean that
what is happening with
the VA is the future for
all of  our nation’s
healthcare?  If  we can-
not get something as
simple as the VA right,
how can we possibly
provide quality health-
care on a much larger
scale?  There is no com-
petition within the VA
system, no incentive to
improve.  The lack of
competition is one of
the major problems as-
sociated with govern-
ment monopolies like
the VA. 

The problems with
the VA didn’t originate
with Obama taking of-
fice in 2009, but he cam-
paigned vigorously on
a platform of  cleaning
up the system.  Not
only did that not hap-
pen, it has gotten worse
under his watch and
now, grown to a fever
pitch.  Throwing mon-
ey at a bad system does-
n’t solve the problem.
Neither does firing Eric
Shenseki.  

Thus far, both De-
mocrats and Republi-
cans have been
incensed by this scan-
dal, but their solutions
will likely differ.  Grow-
ing the bureaucracy
will, in the opinion of
most experts, only
make the matter worse.
Instead, major reform
is necessary, which of
course, the bureaucra-
cy will fight every step
of  the way. 

Oatmeal is one
of  those
foods I tend

to forget about, but one
I truly love. It’s really
surprising to me how I
do forget, considering
most days I do try to eat
healthy but especially
because I have had my
gallbladder removed.

After my surgery, I
remained nauseous for
days and wasn’t able to
even think about eat-
ing. I finally consulted
my doctor, who told me
to eat oatmeal. The gall-
bladder is not neces-
sary for you to have in
order to live, but it does
help your body digest
fat and is involved with
the bile process. After
it’s removed, fatty foods
are no longer your
friend and you have to
eat them in small
amounts. Years later, if
I eat too many fatty
foods at one time, I will
become nauseated and
my doctor’s advice al-
ways comes back to me
and I reach for oats.
They work like a
charm.

Oats has all other
kinds of  good things go-
ing for it too; it helps
lower cholesterol, it’s
good for your heart and
it can help stabilize
blood sugar. In cooking,
I love it because it’s ver-
satile; I can make meat-
loaf  with it, bake
cookies, make granola,
knead it into bread, add
it to cake, grind it in my
food processor to make
oat flour and even make
dog biscuits and dog
food with it.

But, the way I use
oats the most, is to cook
them simply in a little
water and salt, pour the
oatmeal into a bowl,
add a few other ingredi-
ents and enjoy. I very
seldom add butter, but I
do like to add a little
sweetness to my oats.
It’s usually in the way
of  raw (turbinado) sug-
ar with nothing else,
but there are times I
dress it up too. Certain
combinations I really
enjoy are: yogurt and
maple syrup; bananas
and brown sugar;
chopped apples, wal-
nuts and sweetened
dried cranberries and
cinnamon, brown sugar
and raisins.

I attended a break-
fast potluck a few years

ago where someone had
brought oatmeal in a
crockpot and had added
several different fruits.
I loved the idea, but not
the texture; the oatmeal
was soupy and com-
bined with the chunky
fruit, it just didn’t go to-
gether well. They had
also brought separate
bowls of  sweetener,
nuts and cream that
made taking the dish
somewhere more both-
ersome. The problem
was solved several
months ago when my
Mom brought me a
recipe for Baked Oat-
meal. The texture
blended together well
because it’s all baked
together and all ingre-
dients go right into the
dish, making it very
portable for a potluck
or office breakfast. The
outcome is somewhere
between bread pudding
and oatmeal and the
recipe can easily be
adapted to whatever
fruit or nuts you have
on hand. I’m printing
the recipe as is, but de-
pending on your fruit,
you might want to add
some extra sugar or
syrup if  you don’t want
to pack extra sweetener
with you.

Fruity Baked
Oatmeal

2 c. rolled (old-fash-
ioned) oats

½ c. nuts (divided)
½ c. sugar or maple

syrup
1½ tsp. ground cin-

namon
1 tsp. baking pow-

der
½ tsp. salt
2 c. milk
1 large egg
¼ c. butter, melted

(divided)
2 tsp. vanilla
2 ripe bananas,

sliced
1½ c. fresh or

frozen blueberries or
mixed berries (divided)

Preheat oven to 375
degrees. Grease an 8x8-
inch baking dish; set
aside. In a medium
bowl, mix together oats,
¼ c of  the nuts, sugar
(if  using), cinnamon,
baking powder and salt.
In another medium
bowl, whisk together
maple syrup (if  using),
milk, egg, half  the but-
ter and vanilla.
Arrange bananas in a
single layer on bottom
of  prepared baking
dish. Sprinkle about 2/3
of  the berries over the
top then cover fruit
with oat mixture. Slow-
ly drizzle milk over oats
then shake slightly to
make sure milk moves
through oats. Sprinkle
remaining berries and
nuts over top. Bake 35 to
45 minutes or until top
is golden brown. Driz-
zle remaining butter
over top.
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TaxWatch Comments On

Florida's New Budget

Governor Rick
Scott signed
the state bud-

get for Fiscal Year 2014-
15 today, which
includes many smart
investments for Flori-
da. The budget returns
money to Florida's
hard-working taxpay-
ers while increasing
spending for state pri-
orities, such as educa-
tion, economic
development and inno-
vative government
spending.

"The state budget
provides historic levels
of  funding for children,
families, and K-12 edu-
cation, which helps to
invest in Florida's fu-
ture growth," said Do-
minic M. Calabro,
President and Chief
Executive Officer for
Florida TaxWatch, the
independent, nonparti-
san, nonprofit taxpayer
research institute and
government watchdog.
"Overall, Florida tax-
payers should be
pleased with the invest-
ments our state will be
making in the new
year."

"Florida's fiscal dis-
cipline in passing a bal-
anced budget is on
display today," said
Florida TaxWatch
Chairman John B.
Zumwalt, III. "The Gov-
ernor's and Legisla-
ture's commitment to
maintaining Florida's
fiscal strength has
helped Florida pay
down its debt and in-
crease its bond rating,
making Florida a great
place to live, work, and
build a business, while
the federal govern-
ment's financial health
has steadily deteriorat-
ed."

Economic
Development

In economic devel-
opment spending, the
state provided more
than $74 million to at-
tract visitors to Flori-
da, which has
incredible positive eco-
nomic growth accord-
ing to a 2013 Investing
In Tourism report from
Florida TaxWatch.
There are also impor-
tant funds to grow
Florida's 15 seaports in
preparation for the 2015
expansion of  the Pana-
ma Canal. Expanding
capacity at Florida
ports will help Florida
increase its global com-
petitiveness and solidi-
fy our place as a global
trade hub.

"The Governor and
Legislature should be
applauded for making
critical investments to
ensure Florida is an at-
tractive place to grow
businesses - large and
small alike," said Jerry
D. Parrish, Ph.D, Flori-
da TaxWatch Chief
Economist and Direc-
tor of  the TaxWatch
Center for Competitive
Florida. "The $233 mil-
lion for economic de-
velopment in the
budget will help Flori-
da accelerate its path to
continued economic di-
versification and
growth." 

Health Care
Investments

Despite supporting
$3 million in
Alzheimer's research,
Florida missed an op-
portunity to improve
health outcomes when
the Legislature passed
on legislation to ex-
pand telemedicine
statewide. Though
three telemedicine pi-
lot initiatives intended
to serve rural Florida
patients were included
in the budget, they
were removed follow-
ing the Governor's ac-

tion. Telemedicine, or
telehealth, links pa-
tients and doctors digi-
tally to provide
affordable and local
care, according to Criti-
cal Connections to
Care, a 2014 report from
TaxWatch.  

"As Florida's health
systems have become
more reliant on tech-
nology to provide qual-
ity care, it is time our
state fully embraces all
that this technology
can offer, including
huge savings poten-
tial," said Tamara Y.
Demko, J.D., MPH, Di-
rector of  the TaxWatch
Center for Health & Ag-
ing. "TaxWatch will
continue to actively
work to advance
telemedicine for better
and healthier outcomes
and cost savings for
Florida families, busi-
nesses and taxpayers." 

Efficiency
Improvements
The budget also

contains key spending
to improve efficiency in
Florida, including
many recommenda-
tions from the Florida
TaxWatch Center for
Government Efficiency.
A $9 million appropria-
tion to begin the
process of  replacing
the Florida Accounting
Information Resource
(FLAIR) system will
help lay the foundation
to reduce the cost in
Florida. 

"The Legislature
prudently funded the
first step to replace
FLAIR, an outdated fi-
nancial management
system which costs tax-
payers billions in ineffi-
ciencies each year,"
said Robert Weissert,
Chief  Research Officer
and General Counsel
for Florida TaxWatch.
"This is one of  many
cost-savings recom-
mendations from the
TaxWatch Center for
Government Efficiency
included in this good
budget that will help
taxpayers reduce their
tax burden and reduce
government spending." 

Criminal Justice
Spending 

The 2014 Budget
funds smart justice ini-
tiatives aimed at sub-
stance abuse
rehabilitation, voca-
tional training and re-
entry assistance.
Beefing up these pro-
grams will reduce re-
cidivism and decrease
future prison admis-
sions and costs.
TaxWatch consistently
calls for Florida to fund
more cost-effective
ways to prudently re-
duce Florida's prison
population. 

It's Research that
Gets Results!

Florida TaxWatch
is a statewide, non-prof-
it, non-partisan re-
search institute that
over its 33-year history
has become widely rec-
ognized as the watch-
dog of  citizens'
hard-earned tax dol-
lars.  Its mission is to
provide the citizens of
Florida and public offi-
cials with high quality,
independent research
and education on gov-
ernment revenues, ex-
penditures, taxation,
public policies and pro-
grams and to increase
the productivity and ac-
countability of  Florida
state and local govern-
ment. Its support comes
from homeowners and
retirees, small and large
businesses, philan-
thropic foundations,
and professional associ-
ations. On the web at
w w w . F l o r i d a
TaxWatch.org.
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By Rose Klein
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Zoo Makes 
Money With 

Feces Fundraiser
In Battle Creek,

Mich., the Binder
Park Zoo is selling
exotic animal poop
as a fundraiser this
year known as “Zoo
Doo.” The feces will
come from the zoo’s
zebras, antelopes, gi-
raffes and other her-
bivores and
according to market-
ing manager Kari
Parker, “Zoo Doo is a
fun and creative way
for the zoo to receive
funds to help care
for our animals and
dispose of  our com-
post.” Gardeners in-
terested in the
manure will be able
to pick up a mound
at the price of  $25 a
load for zoo mem-
bers or $30 for non-
m e m b e r s .
H o r t i c u l t u r i s t
Frank Cummins
said only compost
made with feces
from the herbivores
would be available
as contamination
from disease can re-
sult from carnivore
feces. “With herbi-
vores, it’s just plants
and stuff, there’s
like zero chance (of
contamination),”
says Cummins.

Cook Charged
With Licking
Cheese For 
Sandwiches
In Albuquerque,

a 59-year-old New
Mexico cook is ac-
cused of  tampering
with food that she
prepared while
working at the
South Valley New
Mexico Women’s Re-
covery Academy in
Albuquerque. Yolan-
da Arquello alleged-
ly licked pieces of
cheese before
putting them onto
grilled cheese sand-
wiches she served to
probation and pa-
role officers. She al-
legedly told an
officer she would
make them a “spe-
cial” grilled cheese
sandwich and re-
portedly said, “she’d
show them who was
special and better
than others.” Anoth-
er witness told in-
vestigators that
Arguello once
sucked on an ice
cube and put it in a
cup before she gave
it to someone. She
would also allegedly
dump ice cubes on
the floor before serv-
ing them in pitchers
of  iced tea. Arguello
was charged with
three counts of  bat-
tery on a peace offi-
cer.

Dog Pooping 
In Aisle Causes

Emergency 
Landing

In Kansas City,
Miss., a US Airways
flight had to make
an unexpected
emergency landing
after a service dog
pooped several
times in the aisle
and left the flight
crew unable to con-
tain the mess. After
about an hour into
the flight from Los
Angeles to Philadel-
phia, the large breed
dog pooped in the
aisle. The crew
cleaned up the mess,
but after another
hour, the dog pooped
a second time and
the plane became
overcome with the
smell of  poop. Pas-
senger Steve McCall
said, “A couple of
people started dry-
heaving, a couple of
people were throw-
ing up.” The dog’s
owner apologized
for the mess and of-
fered everyone on
the plane Starbuck’s
gift cards as consola-
tion for the inconve-
nience.

21ST ANNUAL WELLBORN 
BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL

June 7, 2014
RAIN DATE JUNE 8TH

No Admission Fee
Andrews Square in Downtown 

Wellborn, Florida
Saturday 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Come join us for a fun-filled day of Blueberry
Treats & Entertainment

Arts & Crafts, Food Vendors, Country Store
selling all things blueberry

Live Entertainment, Children’s Amusements
Blueberry Pancake Breakfast, Parade
Hosted By The Wellborn Community 

Association, Inc.,
A Non-Profit 501(C)(3) Corporation

FOR INFORMATION, SCHEDULE 
AND DIRECTIONS, 

visit 
www.wellborncommunityassociation.com, 

call 386-963-1157,
or e-mail:  

wendellsnowden@prodigy.net

Boot Hill
Cont. From Page 1A
youth today says BTK
founder, Merv Mattair.
The game will feature
local “celebrities” from
Madison who will
make up the Con-
cerned Community
Men of  Royalty football
team and Concerned
Community Women
who will cheer them on
as Royalty Cheerlead-
ers. Some of  these local
stars include: Supervi-
sor of  Elections Tom-
my Hardee; Marcus
Hawkins, City Com-
missioner; Chris Neal,
MCCS Dean of  Stu-
dents; Megan Dickey,

MCCS Teacher and
Yolanda Haynes, MCCS
Assistant Principal.

Great food will be
provided at a reason-
able price and fur-
nished by Tharron
Robinson, in charge of
the grill and Tarnisha
Tompkins, serving fun-
nel cakes. Come out for
an evening of  fun, eat
some good food and
have a good time
watching Madison’s
stars as they challenge
the MCHS Cowboys in
a game of  flag football,
all while supporting lo-
cal Madison youth.

manufacturing.
Cloture is a parliamentary pro-

cedure by which debate is ended and
an immediate vote is taken on the
matter under discussion. 

Nelson voted yes; Rubio voted
no.

Benghazi Select Committee: The
House voted 232 to 186 for passage of
this resolution, with 14 members ab-
staining. The resolution establishes
a 12-member panel to examine both
the events that led to the Sept. 11,
2012 attack on the U.S. consulate in
Benghazi, Libya, as well as the Oba-
ma administration’s response to the
attack and to subsequent congres-
sional inquiries.

Southerland voted yes.
Research Tax Credit: The House

passed this legislation 274 to 13, with
26 abstaining. The legislation would
permit companies that incur re-
search and development expenses in
the United States to deduct up to 20
percent of  the amount in which

their qualified research expenses ex-
ceed a calculated base amount for
the current taxable year. It would
also permanently extend and expand
a tax break for university and corpo-
rate research expenses that expired
in December 2013. Sixty-two Democ-
rats joined all but one Republican to
support the bill. 

Southerland voted yes.  
Charter School Program Expan-

sion: The House approved this bill
360 to 45, with 27 members abstain-
ing. The bill would require the Edu-
cation Secretary to consolidate the
federal Charter Schools Program,
which gives grants to states to open
charter schools, and the Charter
School Credit Enhancement Pro-
gram, which assists schools in ac-
quiring better credit terms for
facilities, into one program. The bill
further directs a certain percentage
of  funds into national charter school
management activities.

Southerland voted yes.

Congressional Actions
Cont. From Page 1A

Mosquitoes Yearly Claim
725,000 Lives Worldwide
Think you

know which
is the world’s

deadliest organism, in
terms of  the number of
human lives it claims
annually? 

If  you guessed
man, you would be
close. Humans in fact
account for the deaths
of  a staggering 475,000
of  their fellow men an-
nually, making them
the second deadliest. 

You have to go way
down the hierarchy of
organisms to the insect
level, however, to get
the correct answer:
mosquitoes, which ac-
count for 725,000 hu-
man deaths annually.  

By comparison,
sharks and wolves each
kill 10 humans annual-
ly; lions and elephants,
100 each; crocodiles,
1,000; tapeworms, 2,000;
dog (rabies), 25,000,
and so on.  

This according to
Bill Gates’ blog on his
foundation’s website,
h t tp : / /www. g a tes -
notes.com/Health/Most
-Lethal-Animal-Mos-
quito-Week, as provid-
ed by Mark Positano,
director of  the Jeffer-
son County Mosquito
Control, under the Jef-
ferson County Health

Department. 
“It’s mosquito

week at the Bill Gates
foundation and I found
some interesting
stuff,” Positano
emailed the Jefferson
Journal. “Might make
a good article in the pa-
per.” 

Writes Gates:
“What makes mosqui-
toes so dangerous? De-
spite their
innocuous-sounding
name — Spanish for
“little fly”— they carry
devastating diseases.
The worst is malaria,
which kills more than
600,000 people every
year; another 200 mil-
lion cases incapacitate
people for days at a
time. It threatens half
of  the world’s popula-
tion and causes bil-
lions of  dollars in lost
productivity annually.
Other mosquito-borne
diseases include
dengue fever, yellow
fever and encephali-
tis.”

According to Gates,
more than 2,500 species
of  mosquitoes exist,
and they are found in
every region of  the
world except Antarcti-
ca. 

“During the peak
breeding seasons, they

outnumber every other
animal on Earth, ex-
cept termites and
ants,” he writes. “They
were responsible for
tens of  thousands of
deaths during the con-
struction of  the Pana-
ma Canal. And they
affect population pat-
terns on a grand scale:
In many malarial
zones, the disease dri-
ves people inland and
away from the coast,
where the climate is
more welcoming to
mosquitoes.”

Which explains
why Gates declared
last week as Mosquito
Week on his founda-
tion’s Gates Notes. 

For Gates’ full blog,
visit http://www.gates-
notes.com/Health/Most
-Lethal-Animal-Mos-
quito-Week.

As for Positano’s
advice to county resi-
dents, it’s to follow the
simple “drain and cov-
er” rule. Meaning that
residents drain and/or
cover all outdoor con-
tainers that can hold
rainwater; make sure
doors and windows are
covered with screen-
ing; and wear long
pants and long sleeved
shirts and apply repel-
lant when outdoors. 
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Community Calendar
June 6

Boyz to KINGS is
hosting a flag football
competition featur-
ing the MCHS cow-
boys vs. Concerned
Community Men,
Friday night, June 6
at 7:30 p.m. at the
MCHS field. Proceeds
from this event will
go towards Madison
County youth, with
the event designed to
raise awareness and
participation in sup-
porting youth in the
community. Local
“celebrities” will
play and cheer on the
game. Entry fee is $4
and food will be avail-
able for purchase.

June 6

The Brooks
County Library will
welcome Georgia au-
thor, Gary Hardy, Fri-
day, June 6, at 10 a.m.,
for a morning of
dragon tales and ad-
venture. Hardy
writes about dragons
in his books that are
a little bit different
from others, but use
their uniqueness to
save the day in these
magical books about
accepting others and
celebrating unique
traits and talents.
Brooks County Li-
brary is located at 404
Barwick Road in
Quitman, Ga. For
more information,
please call (229) 263-
4412.

June 7

Jesse Solomon

NFL Flag Football
League will be regis-
tering players on Sat-
urday, June 7, at 9
a.m. at Lanier Field.
There is a $50 regis-
tration fee. The play-
ers must be ages five
to 17. The league will
start June 21 and last
until July 26.

June 9

The Women's
Cancer Support
Group of  Lake City
will meet at Baya
Pharmacy East, 780
SE Baya Drive from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, June
9.  Guests are wel-
come.  For more in-
formation, contact
Joan Restall at (386)
755-0522 or Katie Grif-
fin at (386) 752-4198.

June 14

Chapel Road will
be performing at a
Benefit Gospel Sing
for Denise Ellison on
Saturday, June 14, at
6 p.m. The event will
take place at Midway
Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 338 SE Mid-
way Church Road in
Lee. For anyone un-
able to attend, an ac-
count has been set up
at Madison County
Community Bank un-
der the name of
Denise Phillips Elli-
son Benefit. All dona-
tions are
appreciated.

June 16

The Brooks
County Public Li-

brary in Quitman,
Ga. invites children
and families to come
see Andy Offutt Ir-
win on Monday, June
16, for two one-man
show extravaganzas.
Irwin is an award-
winning storyteller,
humorist, singer,
songwriter, musi-
cian, whistler and
walking menagerie
of  sound effects and
dialects. His first
show, a Summer
Reading Show for
children and fami-
lies, will be at 10 a.m.
His second show,
“Sister True” is for
grown-ups, but chil-
dren are welcome,
will be at 7 p.m.
Brooks County Li-
brary, located at 404
Barwick Road in
Quitman, Ga. For
more information,
please call (229) 263-
4412.

July 26

The MCHS Cow-
boy’s Football Golf
Shootout will be held
Saturday, July 26, at
Madison Golf  and
Country Club, start-
ing at 8 a.m. Entry
fees are $200 per
group or $50 per play-
er and includes green
and cart fees and
lunch; fees are due by
July 23. For more 
information or 
questions, contact
Coach Ben White at 
(904) 290-0413, 
(850) 973-5779 or
ben.white@madison-
mail.us.

Have something you would like to add to the Community Calendar?
Simply call Greene Publishing, Inc. at (850) 973-4141 or email your

information to Rose@greenepublishing.com.

of the
Pictures

Past

Wedding Announcement

Cherry/Thompson
We are proud to announce the

engagement and upcoming mar-
riage of  Bridget Lynne Cherry, to
Mr. Brandt Rainey Edward Thomp-
son. Bridget is the
daughter of
Ricky and Cathy
Bass and the late
Sid Cherry of
Madison.  Brandt
is the son of  Don-
ald & Andrea
Thompson Sr., of
Wauchula, Fl. 

A 2007 graduate
of  Madison County
High School, the bride-elect attend-
ed Saint Leo University, receiving
her Bachelor of  Arts degree in Busi-
ness Management. Bridget is cur-
rently employed by Bank of
America as a Home Loans Specialist
in Tampa.

Brandt graduated from Hardee
County High School in 2005 and at-

tended Edison College. He is cur-
rently employed by Landmark
Apartment Trust as a Revenue Ana-
lyst in Tampa.

Bridget is the
granddaughter
of  the late Mr.
and Mrs. J.W.
Foster, the late
Ms. Sandra
Holton, the late
Mr. Prentiss
Cherry, Mrs. Hi-
roko Cherry of

Madison, the late
Mr. Bill Bass and

Mrs. Pat Bass of  Madison.
Brandt is the grandson of

Martha Lemus of  Lehigh Acres, Fl.,
and the late Edward Thompson and
Lorane Thompson Rainey. 

The wedding will take place on
June 28, at The Barnhouse in Lam-
ont, Fl., at 6:30 in the evening.
Friends and family are invited.

State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory, http://floridamemory.com/items/show/132652

Sara Andrews on a pony - 1938, Greenville, Florida

Recall Update

Office Depot Recalls

Gibson Leather Task

Chairs Due To Fall

Hazard

The mounting plate
weld can break and sep-
arate the seat from the
base of  the chair, pos-
ing a fall hazard to con-
sumers.  The mounting
plate weld can break
and separate the seat
from the base of  the
chair, posing a fall haz-
ard to consumers.

Remedy: Return for
refund. Contact Office
Depot toll-free at (866)
403-3763 from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. ET Monday
through Friday or on-
line at www.officede-
pot.com. Select Recall
Notices under “Cus-
tomer Service” at the
bottom of  the page for
more information.

Lakeshore Learning

Materials Recalls

Bristle Builders for

Toddlers Play 

Sets Due To 

Choking Hazard

The recall includes
the Bristle Builders®
for Toddlers sets sold
with 52 plastic pieces
consisting of  building
pieces and three ani-
mal figures. The ani-
mal figures include a
yellow duck with a pur-
ple round base, a brown
horse with a blue
round base and a pink
pig with a round green
base. The building
pieces include circle,
rectangle, square and
triangle-shaped pieces
in different colors with
a green 8” by 4.5” rec-
tangle base. Pieces are
covered with plastic
bristle pegs which al-
low all the pieces to
connect. Production
number EC559597 is
printed on the smooth
side of  the green base-
plate. Consumers
should immediately
take the three animal
figures away from chil-
dren and contact the
company to receive a
free replacement set of
the three animal fig-
ures. Consumers can
contact Lakeshore
Learning Materials at
(800) 428-4414 from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. PT Mon-
day through Friday
or online at
w w w . l a k e s h o r e
learning.com. Click on
“Product Safety” for
more information.

Cordelia Lighting

Recalls Two-Lamp

Fluorescent Shop

Lights Due To Fire

Hazard; Sold

Exclusively At

Home Depot

Lamp sockets in
Commercial Electric
brand shop lights can
have loose connections.
This can cause electri-
cal arcing and fire. This
recall involves Com-
mercial Electric brand
basic hanging shop
lights that use two, 48-
inch, two-pin, T8, fluo-
rescent lamps. The
recalled shop light is a
metal light fixture with
four plastic lamp sock-
ets and a white finish.
It is 48 inches long, 4.25
inches wide and 2.5
inches high and has
two 10.5-inch long
chains for hanging.
The lamp sockets must
be snapped into place
during installation.
Model number
CESL401-06 and SKU
number 201-462 are
printed on a white label
on the top of  the fix-
ture. Consumers
should immediately
stop using, unplug the
shop lights and return
them to any Home De-
pot store for a full re-
fund. Contact Office
Depot toll-free at (866)
403-3763 from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. ET Monday
through Friday or on-
line at www.officede-
pot.com. Select Recall
Notices under “Cus-
tomer Service” at the
bottom of  the page for
more information.

Hamilton Beach

Recalls Baby Food

Makers Due To Small

Parts Hazard

The stainless steel
pin in food bowl lids of
bébé brand food mak-
ers can loosen and fall
into processed food.
This recall involves
bébé brand baby food
makers manufactured
by Hamilton Beach.
The baby food maker is
a small food processor.
It has a white and gray
motor base with an or-
ange control knob, a
clear plastic, five-cup
food bowl and a gray-
colored food bowl lid
with a built-in food
chute. “Hamilton
Beach” and “bébé” are
on the front of  the mo-
tor base. The food mak-
er comes with the
following accessories: a
chopping and mixing

blade, a slicing and
shredding disc, a re-
movable motor shaft
adapter, a food pusher,
a three-cup steaming
basket, 10 storage con-
tainers and two storage
container caddies. Con-
sumers should immedi-
ately stop using the
slicing/shredding disc
and contact Hamilton
Beach to receive a free
replacement food bowl
lid, motor shaft adapter
and slicing/shredding
disc. Consumers may
continue to use the
baby food maker for
steaming, chopping
and pureeing. Contact
Hamilton Beach at
(800) 672-5872 Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. ET, or at
www.hamiltonbeach.com
and click on Recall Info
at the bottom of  the
page for more informa-
tion.

Sunbeam Recalls

Holmes Ceramic

Heaters Due To

Fire Hazard

Sunbeam has re-
ceived more than 130 re-
ports of  model
HCH1823M ceramic
heaters. They either un-
expectedly overheat or
stop working. There
has been one report of
smoke inhalation and
10 reports of  minor
property damage. This
recall involves Holmes
oscillating ceramic
heaters sold in black,
purple, red, blue and
white. The rectangular
heaters included in the
recall are about 12 inch-
es tall, 8 ½ inches wide
and 5 ½ inches deep
and have model number
HCH1823M printed on a
label on the bottom of
the product. The
“Holmes” logo is on the
bottom front of  the unit
and two knobs control-
ling the fan and the
thermostat are on the
top. The heater adjusts
between a high and low
heat setting and a fan
only setting. Con-
sumers should immedi-
ately stop using the
recalled heater, unplug
it and contact Sunbeam
Products, Inc. for in-
structions on how to ob-
tain a full refund.
Consumers can contact
Sunbeam Products at
(800) 834-0056 anytime,
or online at www.holme-
sproducts.com and click
on “Ceramic Heater Re-
call” for more informa-
tion.
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Fireworks
Fundraiser

June 7th
Haffye Hays Park
11:00am – 2:00pm

Mullet & Catfish Dinners
Choice Of 2 Sides, 

Hushpuppies And Iced Tea
$7.50 Each

The Spirit 
Of Greenville

Babe Ruth Madison Yankees Go Undefeated 10-0

Photo Submitted

Madisonʼs 10U Champions for 2014, the Babe Ruth Madison Yankees, went undefeated 10-0 against the Studstill Marlins and Lake Park Angels. The sponsors

for this Little League team, Clemons, Rutherford and Associates, couldnʼt be more proud of the team. The players who make up this winning team, in the front row,

from left to right, are: Lance Thigpen, Drue Taylor, Ezequial Barcena, Artavious Thompkins, Jake Sullivan and Rhett Rutherford. In the back row, from left to right,

are: Coach Will Rutherford, Mitch Rutherford, Caesar Barron, Will Carpenter, Nick Simmons, Bryan Hinson, Coleman Williams and Coach Drue Taylor.

Madison Unsung Hero Wreath 
Laying For Mrs. Wilma Dickey

Greene Publishing Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, May 20, 2014

Sons of Wilma Dickey, Charlie on the left and Roy on far right, honored their

mother with a wreath laying ceremony; accompanying them in the ceremony was

Ann Waring, who presented a plaque to the Dickey family.

By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The late Mrs.
Wilma Dickey
was honored

this year at the May 20
Wreath Laying for
Madison’s Unsung He-
roes. The ceremony at
Four Freedoms Park
started with Delores
Jones, who when speak-
ing of  Mrs. Dickey,
made a statement that
perhaps summed up the
days honoree, “She was
colorless, that’s what
made her great.” 

The Wreath Laying

for Unsung Heroes was
began by the late Mr.
Howard Waring who
erected the Unsung He-
roes monument in the
park and organized the
first committee to show
his (and other’s) Christ-
ian love toward all
mankind, regardless of
color.

Dr. Thomas Haynes,
a Madison native and
Professor at Florida A &
M University, was the
day’s speaker. In Dr.
Haynes’ speech, Flash-
back to Move Ahead, he
recounted his childhood
days living at Conway
Quarters, describing
homes and neighbor-
hoods of  the past and
how his days spent
there taught him the
value of  hard work,
tenacity, compassion
and love. Dr. Haynes
shared that lessons
learned from our past is
what makes us (and
made him) the “Master
of  our fates and Captain
of  our souls.”

Mrs. Ann Waring,
widow of  the late
Howard Waring, was
present to present a
plaque in Wilma Dick-
ey’s honor to both her
sons in attendance,

Charlie and Roy Dickey.
Both sons spoke to the
crowd, sharing memo-
ries and events in their
mother’s life.

Mrs. Dickey was
employed by the Madi-
son County Health De-
partment as a nurse and
was known to many
youth as the “shot
nurse.” She was a pris-
oner of  war and cared
for the servicemen, one
of  whom she ended up
marrying, Charlie Dick-
ey Sr. She was active in
the Madison communi-
ty, attending Lee United
Methodist Church, she
served as President of
the Madison County Ex-
tension Home Econom-
ic Advisory Council,
and she assisted with
County Health Fairs
and helped with the
Middle School Healthy
Heart Program. Mrs.
Dickey was remem-
bered as a “true Christ-
ian who lived the life as
Jesus would like us to
live.”

Vicar Joe Boyles
concluded the ceremony
after Charlie and Roy
Dickey laid their moth-
er’s wreath at the Un-
sung Heroes
Monument.

Greene Publishing Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, May 20, 2014

Dr. Thomas Haynes,

a Madison native and A &

M University Professor,

was the main speaker for

the wreath laying at Four

Freedom City Park.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Me m o r i a l
Day is a
day set

aside for observation
and remembrance, not
celebration. In the US,
Memorial Day is for
recognizing those who
made the ultimate sac-
rifice; it’s for those
who died while serving
in the country’s armed
forces.

Madison County’s
“Freedom Isn’t Free”
ceremony on Monday,
May 26, was for honor-
ing those who had
served as well as recog-
nizing all veterans and
families (including
prisoners of  war and
missing in action ser-
vice people). Several
members of  the Madi-
son community was on
hand to participate, in-
cluding: Jimmie
Aikens directing the
Pledge of  Allegiance,
Pastor Robert Holmes
giving the invocation,

Ebony Walker honor-
ing whose who had
served, music by Mary
Hargrett, recognition
of  veterans and fami-
lies/POW’s/MIA’s by
Oliver Bradley, words
from Lisa Tuten and
David Albercrombie
and the main speaker,
Jerome Wyche, fol-
lowed by Joe Rowe giv-
ing the closing prayer.

During Wyche’s
speech, he had veter-
ans who were attend-
ing the ceremony to
stand up front and be
recognized, giving or-
ders to be at ease,
salute and dismiss. His
ending words struck
emotions within the
crowd as he said, “All
gave some, but some
gave all. To never let it
go unsaid or undone,
we thank you for your
gracious service.”

The ceremony was
finished with the song
“God Bless America,”
prayer and the playing
of  taps. Immediately

following was a lunch
of  hot dogs, chips and
sodas, provided free of
charge, from members
of  the Genesis Mis-
sionary Baptist
Church.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, May 26, 2014

Jerome Wyche, re-

tired from the US Air

Force, was the speaker

for the day and gave a

heartfelt and emotional

speech.
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Memorial Day At Four Freedoms Park

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, May 26, 2014

The attending veterans salute the crowd. Standing from left to right are: Jimmie Aikens, John Randal, J.P. Maultsby, J. Jackson, Timothy S. McCray, Ebony

Walker, Rip Prine, James Clark, Chris McFarland, Wayne Vickers, Richard Bonne, Edna Ealy and Jack Hollingsworth.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, May 26, 2014

Members of Genesis Missionary Baptist Church take a quick break for a picture. Sitting in the front row, from left to right, are: Jamarrion Coasey, Ruth Ander-

son and Ralphine Ghent. Standing in the back row, from left to right, are: James Anderson, Felipe Perez, Geneva Turner, Gladys Bonner, Larry Holmes and Melis-

sa Perez.

Memorial Day Ministry
By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

If  you live
around Madi-
son, or have

spent any time here,
you have most likely
seen Rick Lane and one
of  his horses. This past
Memorial Day, Lane
and his horse Ruby,
were at one of  their
usual locations, beside
the Busy Bee off  Hwy.
53, patiently waiting to
minister to those who
might approach them.

Lane and his Amaz-
ing Horse Ministries
attend functions, but
on a regular basis can
be seen here in Madi-
son or in Valdosta,
where he and his horse
hold a sign asking
those who pass by if
they’re ready to be
saved and invites them
to stop and talk. He
says he doesn’t push
people to pray; when
they approach, some-
times it’s to see the
horse, but usually ques-
tions will follow, and

he’s ready to answer.
Lane said even if

people don’t stop, they
read the sign, and it
can get some of  them to
think about what he’s
trying to accomplish,
which he likens to
planting a seed or

maybe watering one
that’s already there. He
said he and Ruby, or an-
other horse, are out
holding a sign five to
six days a week and
“It’s working out
good…people are re-
sponding.”



Story Submitted

Eccentric characters, an
air of  suspense and a hot
flash extractor take cen-

ter stage at the Rural Area Theater
on June 6 and 7 as the RATT pact
presents its summer mystery “Mur-
der on the Oriental Rug.” Join the
fun in this audience participation
murder mystery as this talented
group performs a play within a play
which includes a little singing,
dancing, and, of  course, a murder. 

The performance begins when
four actors have walked off  the set
after discovering that the director
plans to replace them with famous
Broadway stars. Left to put on a per-
formance for the Broadway back-
ers, the director devises a scheme to
have the remaining cast members

double up on parts until the real ac-
tors arrive. Even the stage hand
must overcome stage fright and no
talent and take on multiple roles.
As the play within a play progress-
es, the suspense mounts as the di-
rector’s scheme is discovered and
someone is going to pay.

Cast members in this perfor-
mance are Cheryl Abercrombie,
Tim Dunn, Dawn Renner, Jessica
Webb and Justin Webb. Denise Bell
is handling sound effects. You can
join this fun show on June 6 and 7 at
7:30 p.m. at the Rural Area Theater
at 196 SW Range Avenue in Madi-
son. Tickets are $12 and include a
delicious dessert. Reservations are
recommended. Call (850) 673-9585 or
www.rattpact.com for more infor-
mation or to reserve advance seats.

Submitted by the Junior Auxiliary of  Madison
County

Crowning Moments Last a Lifetime was
the message to members of  Junior
Auxiliary of  Madison County at the

73rd Annual Education Conference held May 2-3
at the Sandestin Golf  and Beach Resort in Des-
tin.  Over six hundred ladies were in attendance
at this year’s event.

The National Association of  Junior Auxil-
iaries (NAJA) is a national non-profit organiza-
tion that encourages its members to render
charitable services which are beneficial to the
general public with particular emphasis on
children.  NAJA has more than 15,500 active, as-
sociate and life members in 98 chapters in Al-
abama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missouri and Tennessee. The
Madison County chapter was chartered by a
group of  caring, enthusiastic women in 2002
and continues to grow and thrive throughout
Madison County.  Volunteers work tirelessly
throughout the year on a variety of  projects
that focus on local children and families in need
of  assistance.  This year, the Junior Auxiliary
of  Madison County received the MAG Award

for outstanding new project for their Fire Safe-
ty project with second graders in Madison
County.  Junior Auxiliary of  Madison County
also presented this project at the conference, for
other chapters who may be interested in bring-
ing the Fire Safety project to their towns.

This year’s conference was packed with en-
tertainment, education and networking with
other chapters from across the Mid-
South. Members enjoyed speakers such as Dr.
Tim Elmore, bestselling author and President
of  Growing Leaders and an expert in the field of
understanding and connecting with Genera-
tionY; Marilyn Morris, founder of  Aim for Suc-
cess; and Steve Azar, singer, songwriter,
producer and Artist in Residence at Delta State
University.

Junior Auxiliary chapters all over the Mid-
South are working more than ever before to in-
crease awareness of  children in need and the
benefits of  caring today to create character to-
morrow.

For more information on the Junior Auxil-
iary of  Madison County, you can find them on
Facebook. For more information on NAJA, vis-
it www.najanet.org.
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Make 2014

the year you

change your life

C L A S S E S

I N   M A D I S O N

S T A R T

J U N E    3 0

Bachelor’s Degree Programs
• Business Administration 

with specialization in 
Management

• Computer Information 
Systems

• Criminal Justice
• Elementary Education
• Health Care Management
• Human Services
• Psychology

  Full-time students may 
be eligible for the 
Florida Resident Access 
Grant (FRAG)

  Approved for VA  
Benefits/GI Bill

 Classes now forming 
in Madison

(850) 973-3356
madison@saintleo.edu

What you need for where you’re going

Now offering  
The Doctorate of 

Business Administration  
(Online and On Campus)
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The International Space Station 
is as roomy as a five-bedroom house

and travels at 17,500 mph.

MCSO Deputies Receive
Commendation Letters

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Ma d i s o n
C o u n t y
S h e r i f f ’ s

Office Deputy Edwin
McMullen and Deputy
Odell Livingston were
presented with com-
mendation letters from
Sheriff  Ben Stewart for
their efforts in solving
five burglaries in
Greenville. 

During recent
weeks in the month of
April and May, the
Sheriff ’s Office re-
sponded to several resi-
dential burglaries in
Greeneville.

Deputy McMullen
took an assertive effort
to follow up on these
burglaries during his
routine patrol assign-
ment. While following
up, he made contact
with a juvenile and no-
ticed he possessed

property, matching
property taken from
one of  the recent bur-
glaries. 

Deputy McMullen
contacted Deputy Liv-
ingston and requested
assistance with the
investigation. The
deputies were able to
locate potential sus-
pects that resulted in
the arrest of  the perpe-
trators and solved five
separate burglaries. 

“The dedication
and unsolicited actions
of  each of  you certain-
ly emulates the integri-
ty and professionalism
we have within the
Madison County Sher-
iff ’s Office,” said Sher-
iff  Stewart in the
commendation letter to
the deputies. “This re-
flects great credit upon
yourself  and the Madi-
son County Sheriff ’s
Office.”

Junior Auxiliary Receives Award
At Education Conference

Photo Submitted

The women from the Junior Auxiliary of Madison County at the AEC Awards Banquet are pictured from

left to right. Front row: Stephanie Lundy, Lori Newman and Stefanie Thomas. Second row: Maria Greene,

Paula Kaufman, Kim Borgert, Soneyda Jarvis, Stacey Newsome and Rhonda Gore. Third row: Christy Grass,

Melanie Crosby, Jo Ragans, Janie Bunting, Katie Knoght, Carolyn Thigpen and Jamie Andrews. Back row:

Shanna Swope, Kathy Rogers, Brooke Bass and Kelly Renfroe.

Murder On The Oriental Rug
Plays Two Nights Only

At The Rural Area Theater

Photo Submitted

Cast members are ready to provide fun and suspense in the RATT pactʼs lat-

est production of “Murder on the Oriental Rug.” Ready to perform this weekend

are (seated): Cheryl Abercrombie and Dawn Renner; (standing): Tim Dunn,

Justin Webb and Jessica Webb. Visit www.rattpact.com for reservations.

Photo Submitted

Odell Livingston (left) and Edwin McMullen

(right) received Commendation Letters for their ac-

tions.

Did
You 
Know...



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Margaret Davis is the manager of  the
Pinetta Elementary cafeteria and has
been for the past eight years. She has

worked for the Madison County School District
for 14 years and although she has enjoyed all of
her time with the district, says she is very happy
to be at Pinetta because she thinks Principal Beth
Moore is the best. “I love her and I’m so glad she
hired me as the manager here.”

Davis says the best part about cooking at the
school is seeing the kids enjoy the food and hear-
ing them tell her how good it is. She likes to cook,

even when she’s not at
school, but she also
loves gardening and
spending time with her
husband, her mom and
siblings. Her favorite
pastime however, is

spending time with her grandkids saying, “I will
do what ever they want me to do.”

New Mt. Zion is where Davis attends church
and says she “loves going and praising the Lord
because He makes it possible to do everything I
do.” Her pastor James Shaw and his family, along
with the rest of  her church family, are special to
Davis and she said she wanted them to know.
Davis also wanted to mention her usual co-work-
er, Sandy Cole, whom she has worked with for the
past two years, but is out right now due to surgery
and wants Cole to know she’s being prayed for.

Joyce Hazzard, who is helping Davis at Pinet-
ta right now due to Cole being out, is normally
floating from school to school as a substitute cook
and custodian. She says she loves floating around
to all the different schools because she enjoys be-
ing around all ages of  children, meeting new peo-
ple and getting to know them. She does like
working at Pinetta and says she loves Ms. Beth
and all the rest of  the staff. “I have them all laugh-

ing here and I love to see
them smile.”

Hazzard really en-
joys cooking, in and out
of  school, does house
cleaning on the side, at-
tends Pineland Baptist
Church and says she
loves her pastor Charlie
Barfield and his wife.
She has a large family
that consists of  six kids,
13 grandkids, two sis-
ters, three brothers and

her mom. Part of  her family lives in New York,
but family here, along with her boyfriend, keep
her busy fishing, riding bikes and watching
movies. One of  her children, a 13-year-old, was
born prematurely with underdeveloped lungs,
keeping them both in and out of  the hospital, but
Hazzard says “that’s okay” and that her church
helps her a lot.

These two ladies start their day at 7 a.m. and
work until around 2 p.m. to make sure the kids at
Pinetta Elementary are fed a healthy breakfast
and lunch. Both of  them love their job and work
hard for the school. Davis summed it up like this,
“Pinetta expects the best, and we give them the
best.”

By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Last month, a
number of
teachers from

different schools in
Madison County gath-
ered together to share
with an educational
consortium the results
from money they re-
ceived by way of  mini-
grants. These grants go
towards technology,
and other teaching
tools, intended to en-
hance teacher’s lesson
plans as well as student
learning. Teachers are

required to apply for
the grants and if  they
receive one, calculate
results from the tools
they receive and then
share these results
with the foundation re-
sponsible for giving out
the grants. 

Madison County’s
Foundation for Excel-
lence in Education
(MCFEE) was founded
in 1993 and was started
by community mem-
bers who wanted to
make a difference in
education here in
Madison County. Tim
Sanders, the president
of  the foundation, says
the 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion is “a way for the
community and
schools to come togeth-
er in order to enhance
our teacher’s lessons,
ultimately giving stu-
dents greater success.”

The MCFEE grants
given to teachers are
usually around $500
and allows them to buy
books, lesson plans or
whatever tools they
feel is needed in their
classrooms. Many of
the teachers at this
year’s presentation
took advantage of  the
extra income to update
their teaching with

technology and have
integrated Kindle
Fires, Google Tablets
and iPads into their
student’s class work.
Teachers who used
these devices said kids
loved using the tech-
nology because it made
learning seem more
like play instead of

work, but more impor-
tantly, learning levels
among students who
used them remarkably
increased.

Teachers at the pre-
sentation who were
able to utilize this
year’s grants were:
Amy Kendrick, Gail
Washington, Christy

Androski, Christi Mi-
nor, Lewis Christmas
(Pinetta Elementary);
Danyel Rucker, Aman-
da Coe, Katie Roberts,
Kelli Minter, Cindy
Vega, Autumn Burnett
(Madison County Cen-
tral School); Rose
Marie McHugh, Chris
Weider (Madison
County High School);
and Dale Rickards (Dis-

trict Office). After the
teachers had made
their presentations,
Tim Sanders concluded
the meeting by telling
the teachers how much
he looked forward to
seeing what they had
accomplished. “Every
year I’m here, I get
more excited to see
what is going to happen
next year.” 
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Madison County Teachers Make Good With Grant Money

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, May 13, 2014

Autumn Burnett, a 2nd

grade teacher at MCCS,

shares the results of the

mini-grant she received

during her presentation.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, May 13, 2014

Lewis Christmas, a teacher at Pinetta Elemen-

tary, opted for a living presentation when sharing the

results of his grant money.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, May 13, 2014

Howard Phillips, on left, representing MCCB,

was on hand at the presentations to present Tim

Sanders with a check that will go towards furthering

education here in Madison County.

Meet The Pinetta Elementary Cafeteria Staff

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein May 19, 2014

Cafeteria Manager Margaret Davis (left) and

Joyce Hazzard (right) prepare breakfast and lunch

everyday for the kids at Pinetta Elementary School.
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Tuten’s Farm Produce
• Squash •  String Beans •
Potatoes • Cucumbers •

(850) 251-5463
From Greenville Hwy. 221 S., Turn on Hwy. 360 - 4 to 5 miles on Right-

From Madison Hwy 14 - Turn on 360 5-6 miles on Left.

Mon - Sat. 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Closed On Sundays

Madison Academy Recognizes 
Younger Students For A Year Of Hard Work

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

As the school
year wound
down at

Madison Academy, par-
ents and teachers gath-
ered in the gym
Thursday morning,
May 22, to recognize
students in Pre-K
through the third grade
for their accomplish-
ments during previous
months.  Third graders
Riley Niquette, Riley
Browning and Katie
Krell opened the pro-
gram with the pledge of
allegiance, a prayer
and a scripture read-
ing, a chorus of  stu-
dents led in singing the

National Anthem, and
Principal Janna Barrs
welcomed everyone.
Chairman of  the Board
for Madison Academy,
Brian Townsend,
joined her onstage to
present  certificates to
each child called up be-
fore the audience.

In addition to cer-
tificates for completing
their class require-
ments, many students
were called back to the
stage for “All A” awards
and Outstanding Atten-
dance Awards.

The fourth through
eighth graders were
honored later that day
at a 6 p.m., program at
First Baptist Church.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Riley Niquette, Riley Browning and Katie Krell

open the program with a prayer, scripture reading

and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

The 4K class takes to the stage.  At the podium is 4K teacher Karen Wieland, and next to her is Brian

Townsend.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Jamie Andrews' 3K class display their certificates.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Next up, Kim Whighams' 5K class lines up across the stage with their certificates.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Caroline Blair's first grade class got a round of applause for their Reading Achievement Certificates, giv-

ing them a “License to Read.” 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Jennifer Copeland's second grade class shows off their Dinosaur Project Certificates.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Janna Barrs introduced the third grade class on behalf of teacher Susan Pickles, who was unable to at-

tend.  Her class received recognition for their achievements in mathematics.

6/30/14 6/30/14 6/30/14
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Madison Academy Eighth Graders Graduate

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

On a warm
T h u r s d a y
e v e n i n g ,

May 22, Madison Acad-
emy students began lin-
ing up by grade on the
front steps of  the First
Baptist Church as par-
ents, relatives and
friends took pictures.
Inside, more parents,
relatives and friends
watched a slideshow
highlighting special
school events for the
past year, until the pro-
cessional music began
and the fourth through
eighth grade students
of  Madison Academy
marched in.  

For the fourth
through seventh
graders, this Thursday
evening ceremony was
a time to receive the
awards they had
earned, as the awards
table was rapidly re-
lieved of  its burden of
trophies throughout
the evening, and offi-
cially marked their pro-
motion to the next
grade – a move that
wasn't without a few
emotions.  As fourth
grade teacher Jessica
Webb noted of  her
class, “We've shared a
lot of  love and we've
shared a lot of  learn-
ing.”

For the eighth
graders, it was a year of
special significance,
marking the last time
they would participate
in any Madison Acade-
my activities:  their last
field trip, their last
Spring Fling, their last
school festivals and cel-
ebrations as Panthers.
They were here to grad-
uate from a school
many of  them had at-
tended since Pre-K.  

They were also

here to say goodbye.
Next year, they would
be attending high
school somewhere else.  

Salutatorian Luke
Androski, son of  Alan
and Christy Androski,
recalled a time not so
long ago when he and
his classmates regard-
ed the eighth graders
as “the cool kids,” who
were maybe “a little
scary.”  Now, they were
themselves eighth
graders who were
about to leave Madison
Academy behind.  He
spoke of  each of  his
classmates individual-
ly, describing what
made each of  them
unique in his eyes: who
was the math genius,
who was the dancer,
and so forth, of  this
group that would soon
be entering high
school.

Valedictorian Han-
nah Jane Zimmerly,
daughter of  Tom and
Carole Zimmerly, spoke
of  “leaving old lives
and old teachers be-
hind for a whole new
world,” a step that was
both exciting and a lit-
tle sad; moving forward
naturally means some-
thing will be left be-
hind, and saying
goodbye to a way of  life
one has known and
loved for years is never
easy.

However, it was
time to say those good-
byes and move forward
on faith, a faith that
both Androski and
Zimmerly spoke of  dur-
ing their addresses.
There will be new
friends, new teachers,
new memories and new
things to learn.

Congratulations to
the graduating eighth
grade Madison Acade-
my Class of  2014.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

The graduating class of Madison Academy gather outside the First Baptist Church shortly before the evening ceremony begins.  Left to right, in the order their

faces appear are: Luke Androski (Salutatorian), Mary Hannah Smith, John Mason Gaston, Skyler Alexander Dunn, Danica Marie Cook, Kaylie Nicole Rogers, Edwin

Bailey  Browning, Katelyn Clark Scott, Michael Clement Downing, Stephen Caleb Hart, David Wade Hudson, Kendall Lea Hall, Joseph Charles Blanton II, Hannah

Jane Zimmerly (Valedictorian), Kali Dyane Lancaster, Kylie Elizabeth Andrews and William Caden Newman.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Under the Direction of Jay Hicks, the sixth grade class gives a special musical performance, entitled, “You've Got A Friend In Me.”

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Seventh graders Coty Smith, Dylan Lawson

Aubrey Day and Jarod Johnson receive a special

award from the Duke University Talent Identification

Program.  Now in its 34th year, the Duke program has

seventh graders take the ACT and SAT tests along-

side high school students preparing for college;

those who score exceptionally high, like these four

students, receive official recognition for their

achievement.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Luke Androski gives the Salutatory Address.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, May 22, 2014

Valedictorian Hannah Jane Zimmerly acknowl-

edges that while moving forward into “a whole new

world” is exciting, goodbyes can still be difficult.



$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NW Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. Equal 
Housing Opportunity

rtn, c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

WANTED

FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

HELP WANTED

MOVING
SALE
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FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
6/2/2014 THROUGH 6/8/2014

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty

work with the elderly. If you
can use me, I am available

for any shift. Excellent 
references. 464-7276 (Cell).

3/26 - rtn, n/c

Pageant Dresses For Sale:
Size 10 Teen Dress - A 

beautiful, elegant, flowing
emerald green dress. Has 

eye-catching beaded straps
that criss cross in the back
along with a beaded design 

in the front of the dress. 
Beautiful flowing train. $200.

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division 

approximately 13-15) - 
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss

cross across the back, sequins
spotted across the entire
gown, built-in crinoline - 

absolutely gorgeous. - $250.
Call Emerald Greene

(850) 973-3497

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the

Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing) Newly 
Renovated 1120 square

foot. Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141.

10/16 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing 

designed for low income
families 150 SW 
Bumgardner Dr. 

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711 Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Become A Certified 
Nursing Assistant

Quest Training offers a nurse
top CNA prep class. No GED

required if age 18. Professional
training site, high pass rates.
Now accepting students for
July classes. 386-362-1065.

6/4 - 6/25, pd

1/4 inch coat galvanized 
steel cable for sale

.15 cent a foot. We have as much
as you need. (850) 464-3041.

3/12 - rtn, n/c

Newspaper Bundles 
For Sale $1 each

Greene Publishing, Inc.
1695 S. SR 53 in Madison

(850) 973-4141.
3/12 - rtn, n/c

CDL Class A 
Driver Needed

2 years verified experience.  
Runs mostly SE extended
area. Good 2 year MVR.

Blue Cross and blue shield
health insurance offered.

(850) 929-2279.

4/11 - rtn, c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Just received a new 
supply of repo homes. 

Great price! Call for details
(386) 466-8315.

1/29 - rtn, c

Advertising Sales 
Representative 

(salesman) needed.
Our newspaper office is 
seeking an outstanding 

individual to join our sales
team. Do you possess a sunny,
friendly attitude? Can you talk

with customers easily and
help them feel at home?  

Do you have a good 
personality and LOVE to talk
on the telephone? If you are a

team player, able to handle
multiple tasks, have a friendly 
can-do- attitude, a great work

ethic, are organized, and 
self-motivated then this job
might be just for you. Valid

Driver’s License a must! 
Apply in person only at 
Greene Publishing, Inc’s 

newspaper office, located at
1695 South SR 53, 

in Madison.

Too Much Junk? – Do you
have a garage or barn or 

attic full of junk and want
it clean? Granddad’s barn
that needs to be cleaned or
removed? Let us make you
an offer on it all – And we

clean it up at the same
time. Call 850-973-7916

and leave a message.
2/26 - rtn, n/c

We want your Ghosts!!
We are collecting 

YOUR stories of Ghosts, 
Goblins, Spooks, Specters, 
Aliens, Haunted Houses, 

Paranormal Events, Angels,
and any other Supernatural

Tales from Madison 
County and surrounding 

counties. We want personal 
experiences, legends, and

family traditions. Call 
850-973-7916 and 
leave a message.

2/26 - rtn, n/c

A few chickens and a 
rooster for my yard.

(850) 661-6868.
4/9 - rtn, n/c

LAND FOR SALE
OWNER FINANCING
1/2 acre lots, $14,995

$1,995 down, $149 mo.
City Water, Paved Roads

Cleared, Underground 
Power DWMHs, Modular
Homes Hwy 53 North 1/2
mile. Graceland Estates

Call Chip Beggs
850-973-4116

chipbeggs@embarqmail.com

5/7 - rtn, c

4 BR, 2 BA House
With fireplace, large yard
and no pets. Near Blue

Springs. $700 month, $700
security. 1 year lease. 

(850) 274-5805 
or (907) 230-4705.

5/7 - rtn, c

Voice and beginning 
piano lessons being 

offered by Shelly Smith.
$15 per half hour 
lesson. Please call 

(850) 464-7560 
to sign up.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

Fort Madison Self-
Storage on 53 South

has 5’x10’, 10’x10’ and 
10’x20’ units available.
Call (850) 973-4004.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

12’x18’ building with 6’
porch located on State

Road 53 South. Ideal for a
small or start-up business.
Come see for yourself how

it could work for you. 
(850) 973-4141.

5/14 - rtn, n/c

LP Driver
Requirements: CDL 

License with Tanker and
Hazmat Endorsement. 

Experience is a plus. Apply
in person with resume at

208 West Screven St. 
Quitman, Ga. 31643.

5/28, 6/4, c

AUCTION SATURDAY
JUNE 14 AT 6:30PM.
MADISON AUCTION

HOUSE. 1693 SW 
MOSELEY HALL RD
(CR360) 850 973-1444.
LAST AUCTION FOR

THE SUMMER. SELLING
ITEMS FOR HOME,

YARD AND SHOP.  SAVE
OVER STORE PRICES.

10% BUYERS PREMIUM.
MC, VISA, DISCOVER,

DEBIT CARDS, CHECKS
AND CASH ACCEPTED.
AU3968 Brandon Mugge

Auctioneer, AB2490
LAST AUCTION FOR

THE SUMMER. SELLING
ITEMS FOR HOME,

YARD AND SHOP.  SAVE
OVER STORE PRICES.

10% BUYERS PREMIUM.
MC, VISA, DISCOVER,

DEBIT CARDS, CHECKS
AND CASH ACCEPTED.
AU3968 Brandon Mugge

Auctioneer, AB2490.
6/4, 6/11, pd

Satellite Techs Needed
Must have van/truck and 

basic tools. Will train. 
Send resume to 

floridatotalcom@verizon.net

6/4, 6/11, pd

3/2 1 acre fenced with
central heat and air. Call
Tom at (850) 879-7095.

6/4, pd

MIG Welders Needed
Must have High School
diploma or equivalent, 
the ability to read and 

understand CAD sketches,
also able to read a tape

measure to the 1/16th, and
you will be required to pass

an onsite weld test. You
must have a minimum 
of two years welding 

experience or a graduate 
of a certified welding 

program, must pass Weld
Certification Test on-site,
along with no previous 

employment history with
Big Top Mfg. There is only
three (3) position available,

we will only accept the 
first ten (10) qualified 

applications. Start taking
applications 6/4/14 at 8:00
am. Apply in person at Big
Top Mfg. 3255 North Hwy
19. We will only accept six

qualified applications.
EEO/AA/m/f/vets/disabled.

6/4, c

Advent Christian Village
Current JOBS Line 

Advertisement
call 658-5627 or visit

www.acvillage.net
24 hrs/day, 7 days/week

Be Your Best 
Among The Best!
Administrative 

Assistant FT position
for experienced 

administrative assistant /
office manager in long-term

care setting to coordinate
daily tasks, manage patient

cash accounts, and other
duties.  Must be patient &
courteous, detail oriented,

proficient in MS Office
Suite & Internet, organized,

professional, and have
strong customer service &

communication skills, 
including proper phone 

etiquette.  HSD or 
equivalent required.  AA
degree or office admin 
certificate preferred.  

Prior relevant experience 
required.  Prior supervisory

experience a plus.

FT positions include 
competitive compensation,
paid time off, & access to
onsite daycare and fitness
facilities.  Apply in person
at Personnel Office Mon-
day through Friday from
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.,

or fax resume/credentials to 
(386) 658-5160.  EOE /
Drug-Free Workplace /
Criminal background

checks required.

6/4, 6/11, c

Technology (CEHRT) 
Instructor wanted at North

Florida Community 
College, Madison FL. See
www.nfcc.edu for details.

6/4 - 6/18, c

PART TIME SYSTEM 
OPERATOR

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. has an
opening for a part time 
system operator in our
Madison Office. The 

candidate must be able to
demonstrate excellent
working knowledge of
computers, outstanding 

customer service skills, the
ability to effectively 

multitask, and must be able
to communicate well using

a two way radio and 
telephone.  The ideal 

candidate must have the
ability to remain calm
while making quick 

proficient decisions in a
number of different 

circumstances including
power restoration and
emergency situations.

The candidate will be 
assigned two twelve hour
shifts during the weekend.
Occasionally the candidate
will be required to provide
additional support during
extended power outage

events.

Tri-County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and Drug Free
Workplace (DFWP).

Please submit a resume and
completed Tri-County 

Electric Application for
Employment form, which is

available at any TCEC 
office or online at

www.tcec.com, before 
June 18, 2014 to:

Stephanie Carroll
Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.
2862 West US 90

Madison, FL  32340.

6/4, 6/11, c

Auction
Bankruptcy Auction

Fri, June 13th @ 10am •
Online & Onsite

10950 N Kendall Dr, 2nd
Fl, Miami, Fl 33176
Office Furniture & 

Equipment • Cubicles •
Computers/Laptops • 

Phone System & more!
www.moeckerauctions.com

(800) 840-BIDS
13%-15%BP (3% cash 

discount), $100 ref. cash
dep. Subj to confirm.

Case No.: 14-18517-LMI
AB-1098  AU-3219, 

Eric Rubin.

Adoption
Are you pregnant? 

A childless loving married
couple seeks to adopt. 

Will be hand on mom/dad. 
Financial security. 

Expenses paid. 
Dawn & Domenick 

1(855)985-4592. Adam
Sklar #0150789.

Education
TRAIN FROM HOME
MEDICAL BILLING

ACCOUNTING ASS'T
CUSTOMER SERVICE

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED. HS/GED

NEEDED TO APPLY
Sullivan and Cogliano

Training Centers. 
1-800-451-0709.

Help Wanted
AVERITT EXPRESS New
Pay Increase For Regional
Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM +

Fuel Bonus! Also, 
Post-Training Pay Increase
for Students! (Depending
on Domicile) Get Home

EVERY Week + Excellent
Benefits. CDL-A req. 

888-362-8608 Apply @
AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer -

Females, minorities, 
protected veterans, and 

individuals with disabilities
are encouraged to apply.

NOW HIRING!

, Florida

Call for Shift Availability
(12 hours shifts on Saturday & Sunday for RN’S & LPN’s)

Referral/Sign-on bonus
for employees and new hires.

Full Time RN’s/LPN’s
Employee Bonus =  $1000

after 3 months $250, after 6 months $250, 

after one year $500

New Hire Bonus = $500

after 3 months $250, after 6 months $250

Any questions contact Human Resources
AD/GW

June 6 and 7 from 
9 a.m. - until. Located on
7138 SE County Rd 255 in
Lee. 4 miles South - Exit

262 on I-10. Kubota tractor,
boat, furniture, kitchen
items, deer stand, game
feeder, generator, 5th 

wheel hitch, washer, dryer,
freezer and house hold

items. The sale will occur
whether it is rain or shine.

(850) 971-5898.
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All Legals are posted on line at 
www.greenepublishing.com

----Legals----

SECTION 000020 - INVITATION TO BID
MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MADISON DRIVER’S LICENSE REMODEL

CLEMONS, RUTHERFORD & ASSOCIATES, INC.
2027 THOMASVILLE ROAD
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308
PHONE (850) 385-6153

You are invited to bid on a General Contract, for the remodel of the Driver’s Li-
cense Department in Madison, Florida.  The remodeling consists of approximate-
ly 1,400 square feet.  All Bids must be on a lump sum basis; segregated Bids will
not be accepted.

All Bidders are to submit with Bid Package, a properly executed "Contractor's
Qualification Statement" AIA Document A-305 which is to include a current fi-
nancial statement, an experience, competence and performance report, and refer-
ences from at least three prior projects similar in size and scope, along with the
name of a contact person on each of those projects.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held for General Contractors on June
19, 2014, at 2:00 PM at the project site, Room 107, 229 SW Pinckney Street,
Madison, Florida.   All questions at the Pre-Bid Conference by General Contrac-
tors and Subcontractors shall be presented on the “Request for Clarification” form.
See Section 000100 - Instructions to Bidders.

Madison County Board of County Commissioners will receive sealed bids until
2:00 PM on Wednesday, July 2, 2014, at the Madison County Courthouse An-
nex, Room 107, 229 S.W. Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida.  Bids received after
that time will not be accepted.  Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud at 2:01
PM of the same date.  

Copies of the Bidding Documents may be examined at the Architect's office:

Clemons, Rutherford & Associates
2027 Thomasville Road

Tallahassee, Florida
(850) 385-6153

and at F. W. Dodge, 823 Thomasville Rd, Tallahassee, Florida. 

General Contractors and Subcontractors may obtain copies of the Bidding Docu-
ments at the Architect's office in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders upon
depositing the sum of $100.00 for each set of Documents.  Contractors will be lim-
ited to two (2) sets of Bidding Documents and Subcontractors will be limited to
one (1) set.  Bidders may receive bid documents in one of the following manners:
(1) bring deposit check and pick up bid documents at the Architect’s office; (2)
mail in deposit check and separate shipping and handling check of $20.
Other interested parties may purchase complete sets of Bidding Documents for the
sum of $100.00 for each set, which is non-refundable.

Bidders may obtain a refund of their deposit by returning the complete Bidding
Documents in good condition no later than ten (10) calendar days after the open-
ing of Bids.  Bidders who do not submit a Bid will forfeit their deposits unless
Bidding Documents are returned in good condition three (3) days prior to the Bid
Opening.

Bid Security in the amount of five percent (5%) of the Bid must accompany each
Bid in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  A letter from a bonding com-
pany must accompany each bid, stating that the bidder is capable of obtaining all
bonds required by the Construction Documents.

The Madison County Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to waive
irregularities and to reject any and all Bids.

6/4, 6/11, 6/18

LEGAL NOTICE

The Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors will hold a Fi-
nance Audit and Executive Committee Meeting on Wednesday, June 18, 2014;
Finance Audit Committee Meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.; and Executive
Committee Meeting will follow at 10:30 A.M. at the Suwannee River Econom-
ic Council, Inc. Administration Office located at 1171 Nobles Ferry Road NW in
Live Oak, Florida.

6/4

PUBLIC NOTICE

Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. will hold a pre-bid conference and walk-
thru for the SHIP work of four or five single-family dwellings in the Madison
County SHIP Program. 

This meeting will be held June 6, 2014, beginning at 8:00 am at SREC, Inc. Out-
reach Office, 146 SE Bunker Street, Madison, FL 32341.

The conference and walk-thru is mandatory, no exceptions, for contractors who
plan to bid.  SREC, Inc. requires each contractor to be properly licensed, carry
general liability insurance of at least $1,000,000.00 and Workers Comp Insurance
(No Exemptions) before bid opening.

Original bids for these units will be due by 12:00 noon June 13, 2014, at SREC,
Inc., 1171 Nobles Ferry Road, Bldg. 2, Live Oak, FL 32064. Please mark en-
velope "Sealed Bid for Name of Homeowner". Bids are to be opened and award-
ed, June 6, 2014, at 12:30 p.m.

SREC, Inc. has the right to reject any and all bids.  The bids will be awarded on
the most cost effective basis.

MAY CONTAIN HOMES CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1978 WHICH MAY
CONTAIN LEAD-BASED PAINT.

6/4

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR REHABILITATION AND 
DEMOLITION/REPLACEMENT

Project No. 12DB-OH-03-50-02-H12 

City of Madison (herein referred to as the “City”)

Sealed bids marked "Sealed Bid" - City of Madison Small Cities Community De-
velopment Block Grant Project for Fiscal Year 2011" to be financed by the State
of Florida Department of Economic Opportunity under the provisions, and subject
to the requirements, of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, as amended, will be received by the City on behalf of the following owners
for Housing Rehabilitation or Demolition/Replacement of the following dwelling
units:

Rehabilitation
Unit No. 11-05, Lillie Haynes, 181 SW Hudson Street, Madison; and
Unit No. 11-03, Mary Blackmon, 285 SW Meeting Avenue, Madison.

Demolition/Replacement
Unit No. 11-02, Allen Adams, 643 SW Range Avenue, Madison.

In order for your firm to submit a bid on the project located at Unit No. 11-02
Adams, you, your employees and any subcontractors, including electrical, plumb-
ing and mechanical subcontractors, and their employees performing work on com-
ponents painted with lead-based paint must have completed a United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development approved “Lead-Safe Work Prac-
tices” training course.

The owners listed above invite bids for the rehabilitation and demolition/replace-
ment of the above referenced properties.  In order to be considered, the proposal
must be made upon the Bid Proposal Form and in accordance with the Instructions
to Bidders.  Copies of these forms can be obtained at the Community Develop-
ment Office, City Hall, 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison, FL on June 11, 2014 at
10:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time.

The improvements are to be made for and under contract to the owners of the sub-
ject properties as described above.  Disbursements for funds for the improvements
will be made by the City on behalf of the owners.

Bids will be received at City Hall located at 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison, FL
32340 not later than June 18, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time.
Bids must be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked with the property owner's
name and address.  Bids will not be accepted if they are turned in later than the
deadline specified above.  The sealed bids will be publicly opened and read aloud
on June 18, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time in the City Com-
mission Meeting Room, City Hall, located at 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison,
FL 32340.

CONTRACTORS, please note that the City will need to know the following in-
formation.

1) Your state of licensure, 2) Your license number, 3) Your license class, 4) Cer-
tificate of Completion of Lead-Safe Work Practices Training, if applicable, and 5)
Your insurance coverage.

A "walk through" of the above properties is scheduled for June 11, 2014.  Please
meet at City Hall located 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison at 10:00 a.m. Eastern
Daylight Savings Time prior to going to the units.  If you plan to submit a bid, a
representative of your firm must attend the "walk through" of the units to become
familiar with the properties and the work to be completed.

No contractor shall visit the subject property for any reason without first making
arrangements with the City and owner.

No Bidder may withdraw his/her bid within sixty (60) days after the actual date of
the opening thereof.

FAIR HOUSING/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/HANDICAP AC-
CESS JURISDICTION

6/4

5/28, 6/4, 6/11, 6/18
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Many times, I have considered the plight of
the nation in which I live. Each time I return
from a trip abroad and hear these words from a
customs agent, “Welcome Home,” a chill goes
down my spine. My emotions swell when I see the
flag and hear the words of  “The Star-Spangled
Banner” sung.

The three times I have returned home from
the Pacific, the Golden Gate Bridge always was a
welcome sight. In New York Harbor, Lady Liberty
is holding her torch as if  to show the world a bet-
ter way,  with her silent lips crying out, “ Give me
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free.”

I consider our nation to be operated under
one of  the best systems that men have ever
devised. I consider it to be one of  the greatest
nations that the earth has ever known, and yet I

am very much afraid that sin has brought it to a
place of  reproach. I am very much afraid that the
United States of  America, founded on the
Righteousness of  the principle of  ONE NATION
UNDER GOD, no longer holds these truths to be
self-evident.

I am afraid today that America has forgotten
her very foundation, for democracy and her early
faith in God and His Word. The term politics has
become synonymous with trickery, lying and
deceitfulness, rather than statesmanship and
leadership of  a nation of  Godly people. Our fore-
fathers forged a nation built upon the time-hon-
ored concept that life was God-given. Our nation
now is being led by men who pass laws, whereby
over 25 million innocent unborn children, made
in the image and likeness of  God, have died as the
result of  a vacuum which is so powerful the baby
is torn to bits and sucked into a jar, or by an injec-
tion of  a strong salt solution, whereby the help-
less baby swallows this poison and kicks and
jerks violently as he is literally burned alive.

When all of  the facts are faced, it is apparent
that there are forces at work which, if  allowed to
continue unchecked, will destroy our nation.

Patrick Henry, the famous statesman who
made his name live forever in the minds of
Americans, when he spoke these words, “Give me
liberty or give me death,” also said, “It is impos-
sible that a nation of  infidels should be a nation
of  free men. It is when people forget God that
tyrants forge their chains.”

Former Secretary of  Treasury, Salmon Chase,
who coined the motto “In God We Trust,” spoke

these words, “No nation can be strong except in
the strength of  God or safe in his defense.”

Raymond Ellis wrote: “No nation in history
has survived if  it has turned its back on the
moral and spiritual values responsible for what-
ever greatness to which it may have attained.”

David wrote these words in Psalm 33:12:
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”

Solomon wrote in Proverbs 14:34:
“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people.”

As the early church itself  went thru an apos-
tasy, and had to have a restoration, so our nation,
must have a NEW BIRTH and it must begin with
those of  us who have our spiritual roots buried
deep within the pages of  the Bible itself.

Someone cries, “But what can I do? I'm only
one person in this great land.”

The best thing we can do for our nation is to
hold up the banner of  Christ. More Christians
are needed as salt and light! More Christians
mean more love in the midst of  hate; more giving
in the midst of  getting; more hope in the time of
despair and frustration; more justice when there
is injustice; more concern for human beings
where there is indifference.

This very hour Christ is the only HOPE OF
AMERICA AND YET THE WORLD.....This Hope
must come from God thru those who have hope.

It's through faith in God that righteousness
can be imputed unto us and it's for this reason
through the Christian,this nation can return to
its very foundation, and that is ONE NATION
UNDER GOD...
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Call Us Today!

Call us today to chat with one of our Metal Roof Specialists and 
find out how a Premium Metal Roof will not only add incredible curb 
appeal to your project, but will also help you save BIG on your 
next energy bill!

All of our Roofing Systems are engineered and ready for 
installation, and in many cases can be mounted directly over 
your current roofing material.

1(855) IT-LASTS (485-2787)
www.GulfCoastSupply.com
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The PulpitThe Pulpit
By Ray Joyner, 
Minister,
Madison Church of
Christ

ONE NATION UNDER GOD...
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Picture Of The Past: Congregation Gathers Outside
Baptist Church At Cherry Lake Farms

Photo Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory

The congregation gathers outside the Baptist church at what was then known, in the 1930s and 1940s, as Cherry Lake Farms, now Cherry Lake. Cherry
Lake Farms (also known as Cherry Rural Rehabilitation Project) was a New Deal rural relief program initiated by the FERA and the Resettlement
Administration (RA), and implemented by the WPA. The project involved moving 500 needy families from Tampa, Miami and Jacksonville onto a 15,000-acre
communal tract. The workers formed the cooperatively-owned Cherry Lake Farms (headquartered in the 1839 former plantation home, the Hinton House) and
constructed a school, an auditorium, a co-op store, barracks, a lumber yard and a mill. Families lived in 170 cottages with phones, electricity and running
water, all furnished by jointly-owned utilities.
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Benefit Concert To Be Hosted
For Denise Ellison

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Midway Baptist
Church will host a
gospel concert
fundraiser, featuring
Chapel Road, on
Saturday, June 14, at
the church, located at
338 SE Midway
Church Road. 

The concert is
being held to help
raise money for
Denise Ellison, who
has been diagnosed
with cancer. Denise
needs treatments and
the insurance compa-
nies have not helped
with this much-needed
treatment. 

If  anyone is unable
to give at the concert,
a special account has
been set up for Denise
at Madison County
Community Bank.
Simply go in the bank,
or stop by the drive-
through teller, and tell
them you wish for the
money to go into the
Denise Phillips
Ellison Benefit Fund.
All proceeds will go
towards Denise and
her needed treat-
ments. 

Chapel Road was
formed by Brian
Norris and Kristen
Kronatser while they
were singing together

in Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee. Later, they
were joined by Brian's
cousin, Jacqueline
Ratliff, to form the trio
which performs today.
They have a polished
Southern gospel
sound that is a favorite
of  audiences wherever
they sing. 

Midway Baptist
Church is located off
Highway 53 South,
south of  Interstate 10,
exit 258, or off  CR 255
South, south of
Interstate 10, exit 262. 

Everyone is wel-
comed to attend and
all donations are
appreciated.
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First UMC To Host
Workshop Of Wonders VBS

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The First United Methodist
Church of  Madison will host its
annual Vacation Bible School begin-
ning Monday, July 7, and going
through Friday, July 11.

The VBS is open to children,
ages three up to  fifth grade. Sessions
begin every morning at 8:30 a.m. and
end at 11:30 a.m.

The theme for this year's VBS is
“Workshop of  Wonders: Imagine
and Build with God.” VBS students
will discover “how the ordinary
becomes extraordinary with God” as
they meet people from the Bible,
including Esther, Ezra and a young
boy, who produces something amaz-
ing with God's help. Children will be
taught to expect big things from God
as He works wonders in them. 

The first session will be
“Imagine with God!” as students

learn the story of  Esther, from the
Book of  Esther. 

Day two will be “Build with
God!” as they discover the rebuild-
ing of  the Lord's House in Ezra 3:8-
13.

Day three will help students
“Grow with God!” as they learn the
Parable of  the Mustard Seed from
Matthew 13. 

On day four, children will learn
to “Work with God!” as they learn
the story of  the feeding of  the 5,000
from John 6:1-13. 

On day five, the lesson will be
“Walk with God!” as the students
learn about the walk to Emmaus, fol-
lowing Christ's death and resurrec-
tion, told in Luke 24:13-32. 

For further information, contact
the First UMC office at (850) 973 -
6295 or Ruth Ann Latner at (850) 464 -
0236 or by email at
ruthannlatner@yahoo.com. 

Sanctuary Of Praise Brotherhood Hosting
Strong Men In Tough Times Program

The Sanctuary of
Praise Brotherhood
would like to invite all
men to their third annu-
al Strong Men in Tough
Times program held on
Saturday, June 28, at 4
p.m. at the Sanctuary of
Praise in Greenville.
The program will be
under the direction of
Bishop Ersell Reed,
North Florida Diocese
Bishop of  the Church of
Our Lord Jesus Christ
(COOLJC). 

Apostle Groover
Gentle from the Greater
Refuge Temple in
Jacksonville will be the guest speak-
er. 

The Sanctuary of  Praise
Brotherhood is encouraging all men
to attend this event for an evening of

fellowship and spiritual growth. 
Dinner will be served immedi-

ately after the service. 
For more information, please

contact Deacon Morris Bell at (850)
869-0668.

Photo submitted

Apostle Gentle Groover, left, will be the guest
speaker for the program. He is shown with Bishop
Ersell Reed.
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Pine Grove Baptist, Burnett Brothers Visit
Southern Living For Seniors

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Pine Grove Baptist Church and special guest singers, the Burnett
Brothers, from Hamilton County, made a special visit to Southern Living for
Seniors assisted living facility on Sunday afternoon, May 18.

Church members did a devotional for the residents of  Southern Living
for Seniors and the Burnett boys performed their blend of  bluegrass gospel
music. 

The members of  Pine Grove Baptist Church also prepared barbecue for
the special Sunday. 

Photo submitted

The Burnett Brothers perform.

Photo submitted

Residents sit, listening to the program, as Pine Grove Baptist Church
brought the Word and the Burnett Brothers brought the music. 

Photo submitted

The room is packed as everyone gets ready to listen to the music.

Photo submitted

Wally Davis and crew help prepare the barbecue.

Photo submitted

People enjoy the barbecue.



June 4, 11, 18, 25
Beulah Baptist

Church will host a
weekly Kid's Meeting,
for five years and older,
each Wednesday
throughout June,
beginning at 5 p.m.
There will be food,
Bible study, crafts and
recreation. If  you
know of  a child who
needs a ride, please call
(850) 971-5211 or (386)
294-1721. They will be
picked up and carried
home. The meetings
follow the guidelines of
Vacation Bible Schools. 

June 7
Everyone is invited

to participate in the
prayer walk beginning
at 9 a.m. at Four
Freedoms Park in
Madison. 

June 9-13
Landmark Baptist

Church will host its
Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 9,
through Friday, June
13. The VBS will begin
at 6 p.m. each evening
with food being served
and then the classes
and fun will begin
immediately after-
wards. The theme is
“Cross Canyon Trail:
Riding Strong for
Jesus.” Landmark
Baptist is located at
3399 West US Highway
90, west of  Madison.
Rev. Robert Ledford is
the pastor. 

June 14
Chapel Road will

perform a benefit con-
cert for Denise Ellison,
who needs help with

paying for cancer treat-
ments. The concert is
set for 6 p.m. at Midway
Baptist Church, 338 SE
Midway Church Road,
south of  Lee, off
Highway 255, south of
Interstate 10, 262 exit,
or south of  Madison,
off  County Road 53,
south of  Interstate 10,
258 exit. An account
has also been set up at
Madison County
Community Bank
under the name of:
Denise Phillips Ellison
benefit account. 

June 19
The New Home

monthly men's and
ladies' evangelism
rally will be held at 6:30
p.m. The men's meeting
will be held at the New
Home Volunteer Fire

Department and the
ladies' meeting will be
held at the church fel-
lowship hall. There
will be a steak dinner
served. A $10 donation
is suggested to help
defray the cost of  the
meal. 

June 22-27
Lee First Baptist

Church will host its
Vacation Bible School
on June 22-27, from 6-
8:30 p.m. for ages 3-
adult. The theme for
the VBS is “Agency
D3.” Dinner will be
served nightly. Call
Channah Galbraith at
(850) 973-0759 for fur-
ther information about
registering. 

June 28
Sanctuary of

Praise Brotherhood
would like to invite all
men to their 3rd Annual
Strong Men in Tough
Times Program that
will be held on
Saturday, June 28, at 4
p.m. at Sanctuary of
Praise in Greenville.
The program will be
under the direction of
Bishop Ersell Reed
(North Florida Diocese
Bishop COOLJC).
Apostle Groover Gentle
from the Greater
Refuge Temple in
Jacksonville will be the
guest speaker. All men
are invited to attend
this event for an
evening of  fellowship
and spiritual growth.
Dinner will be served
immediately after the
service. For more
information, please
contact Deacon Morris
Bell at (850) 869-0668.  

June 24
The Pinetta area

food ministry/mission
will be distributing
food beginning at 9
a.m. at the Pinetta food
pantry.  

July 5
Everyone is invited

to participate in the
prayer walk beginning
at 9 a.m. at Four
Freedoms Park in
Madison. 

July 7-11
First United

Methodist Church will
be having their
Vacation Bible School
Monday - Friday, July 7
- 11, from 8:30 am - 11:30
am. It is called
"Workshop of
Wonders: Imagine &
Build With God." Ages
3 - 5th grade are wel-
come. For more infor-
mation contact the
church office at 973-
6295 or Ruth Ann
Latner at 464-0236 or
ruthannlatner@yahoo.-
com

July 7-11
North Florida Teen

Youth Camp, a five-day,
four-night event is set
for July 7-11, with guest
speaker Phil Stacey for
each evening's service.
Registration fee is $90
per person, with a $25
deposit. A t-shirt is
guaranteed if  the
camper pre-registers
by June 20. Located at
Live Oak Church of
God's 34-acre campus
on US 129 South in Live
Oak. Registration
forms may be picked
up at Madison Church
of  God or Midway
Church of  God. 

July 8
The Pinetta area

food ministry/mission
will be distributing
food beginning at 9
a.m. at the Pinetta food
pantry.

July 14-18
North Florida

Primary/Junior Camp,
a five-day, four-night
event is set for July 7-
11, with guest speaker
Kevin McGlamery for
each evening's service.
Registration fee is $90
per person, with a $25
deposit. A t-shirt is
guaranteed if  the
camper pre-registers
by June 20. Located at
Live Oak Church of
God's 34-acre campus
on US 129 South in Live
Oak. Registration
forms may be picked
up at Madison Church
of  God or Midway
Church of  God. 

July 22
The Pinetta area

food ministry/mission
will be distributing
food beginning at 9
a.m. at the Pinetta food
pantry.

August 9
The 11th Hour

Gospel Group will be in
concert at Sirmans
Baptist Church on
Saturday, Aug. 9, at 7
p.m. Sirmans Baptist
Church is located at 168
SW Sirmans Church
Way, off  US 221, south
of  Greenville, south of
Interstate 10, exit 241.
Everyone is welcome
to attend. Jimmy
Fletcher is the church's
pastor. Call (850) 948-
4948 for more informa-
tion.
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Madison First Baptist VBS
Will Use Agency D3 Theme

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Students will train to become
Agency D3 special agents during
Vacation Bible School at the First
Baptist Church of  Madison VBS set
for Sunday, July 13, through Friday,
July 18. 

The theme for the VBS is
“Agency D3: Discover. Decide.
Defend.” Students, ages 3 to adult,
will collect and log evidence about
Jesus. Using their best high-tech
operative skills, they will examine
eyewitness reports, physical proof
and Biblical accounts to uncover
and defend the truth about who
Jesus really is. During the VBS, they
will “Discover the truth of  the
gospel; Decide to believe it; and

Defend the decision.” 
The students will be members of

D3, which is an investigative agency
organized to discover if  Jesus is
really who He claims to be and to
examine if  the Bible is true. 

This VBS is unusual because it
has an apologetics theme, because
people not only need to know the
Bible is true and that Jesus is God's
one and only Son, but they need to
know how to defend what they
believe when someone asks them
why they believe it. 

The fun will begin at 5:30 p.m.
with dinner served each evening and
last until 8:30 p.m. 

Kathy McCollum is the VBS
Director for the First Baptist Church
of  Madison.



There are some people who, quite frankly, are
impossible to love. You can’t dig deep enough,
can’t try hard enough, can’t believe enough, and
can’t go far enough to make it happen. And I’m
not talking about the likes of  Adolf  Hitler and
Charles Manson, either. If  only a few such sinister
creatures existed, then the world could sing
together one great chorus of  “Kum Ba Ya,” and
move on to the Promised Land.

No, the unlovable are everywhere, and they
are fairly normal people, not sinister monsters
who challenge our capacity to love. Bosses,
coworkers, in-laws; your rival on the field, in the
boardroom, or in the marketplace; your ex-spouse.
The guy who cut you off  in traffic. The obnoxious
mother at your kid’s Little League game. There
are some real jerks in the world, and they aren’t
too interested in becoming kinder, gentler, more
loving people. The irony in all of  this lack of  love
is that your personal ability to love others has

nothing to do with them. And it has nothing to do
with you. See, you can’t make yourself  love other
people, and you can’t make them more loveable.

Real love, if  it is love, comes from God. So, if
the unlovable people we encounter are going to be
objects of  any level of  affection – and I’m not talk-
ing about hot, fiery emotion but genuine, gracious
concern – then love is something that God must do
through us, to us, and for us – and for others. It’s
not something we can produce on our own.
Instead, we must get to know God better; be more
receptive to the Divine; become more trusting of
who God is and what God can do, and less confi-
dent in our own limited abilities. The more this
relationship deepens, the more of  God’s love we
experience; and the more of  God’s love we experi-
ence, then the more loving we become.

So if  we start with the source of  love, rather
than starting at a hoped for outcome and work
backwards, we get what we really need, and we
are empowered to become people who are patient,
kind, and unselfish. We become the kind of  people
who, as the ancient Church Father Clement of
Alexandria put it, “practice being God,” for “God
is love” (as the Apostle John put it), and those who
know God best love the deepest. But doesn’t that
seem counterintuitive to much of  what we wit-
ness in the world of  faith? Those who know God
best love the deepest?
This would appear not
to be the case. To hear
the tale told, those who
know God best are those
who are the most doctri-
nally entrenched, the

most committed to their particular dogma,
denominationalism or neo-puritanism.

Those who claim to know God the best are
often the most inflexible, stubborn, and most dif-
ficult with which to work. Those who are the most
“spiritual” can simultaneously be the most
ungracious and unloving. Yet, this is a horrible
oxymoron, inconsistent with a genuine relation-
ship with God. I interact with people all the time
who think the solution to Christianity’s contem-
porary troubles is “more.” We need “more doctri-
nal statements; more declarations of  what we
believe, more clarification of  right and wrong,
more lines to determine who is in and who is out.”
I would agree that the answer is “more,” for sure.
But it is more God, resulting in more love, and
that will make the difference.

The objections to such conclusions I hear all
the time as well: “If  we only focus on love, we’ll
wander into all manner of  error and heresy,”
some will say. Maybe. But we cannot ignore the
fact that the greatest act of  sacrilege has nothing
to do with doctrine. The greatest act of  sacrilege
is the failure to love one another. We might have
all of  our doctrinal “T’s” crossed and our author-
itative “I’s” dotted, but if  we aren’t allowing the
love of  God to flow through us to others, then we
have a lot of  practice still to do.
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Practicing Love

Let Us Share
Your Upcoming

VBS Events
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Summer is almost here as children's eyes turn away from the clock in
the classroom to the calendar. They anticipate the final bell to ring for the
school year, signaling the beginning of  summer and their vacation. 

One of  the joys that children often experience during the summer is
school itself  – only this is VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. 

If  your church is one of  those churches who help put smiles on children
by offering VBS, please email the information to jacob@jacobbembry.com or
call him at (850) 673-8269 (if  no answer, please leave a message) and he will
be glad to put the information in The Path of  Faith for you.

Also, once your church is having VBS, if  you will, snap a few photos and
send them to Jacob, along with some information on the VBS, he will be glad
to share them in The Path of  Faith.
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Memory Of Bicentennial Summer:
Wrapped In The Love Of God 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The terry cloth towel serves to scrub off  the water from a bath that
washed away the dirt of  a humid, sweltering, sweaty Monticello day.
There’s nothing like the feel of  being clean and the smell of  Dial soap,
mixed with Selsun Blue shampoo that thoroughly washed the locks of  curls
that so desperately need to be cut. 

Twelve years old, I get dressed in blue jeans, a t-shirt and my Converse
All-Star sneakers, which are feeling tighter and tighter. As my shoes get
smaller and smaller, I notice that I am getting taller and taller and the jeans
threaten to show my ankles. 

Never mind that right now. It’s Friday night and my family, who never
goes out anywhere, is going out for the evening. We are going to the CA rally
in Madison. CA stands for Christ’s Ambassadors and is a group aimed
towards young people in the Assemblies of  God churches. We attend the
First Assembly of  God in Monticello and our goal is to win the CA banner
for having the most attendance of  any church in the district at the meeting
in Madison. 

My mind wasn’t on the banner so much as it was on the refreshments
which would be served after the CA rally and on the nervousness of  being
around people that I am not used to. Twelve years old, I am painfully shy,
awkward and timid with a face full of  pimples that show me no mercy or
surcease, spreading out, making dots like points on a map or a connect-a-dot
puzzle. 

The refreshments after the rally are aimed to please and they hit their
target with me, as I enjoy the sandwiches and the homemade doughnuts. I
briefly remember speaking to people, whom I had never met before, in pass-
ing. 

On the ride home, we listen to AM radio, most likely WCKY in
Cincinnati, Ohio, which beams down a high-powered signal and plays coun-
try music, and occasional gospel from the Chuck Wagon Gang. As we go
through Greenville, Daddy fiddles with the dial and picks up a shortwave
radio signal that is identified by the lone, lonely sound of  a man’s voice as
“Greenville 2OR.” As we approach the road where you can turn off  to the
south and go to Aucilla or head back to Bassett’s Dairy on the north,
Daddy’s voice begins singing the Grandpa Jones’ song, “Eight More Miles
to Louisville” because a sign there proclaims Monticello is eight more miles
away and instead of  taking the road to the right, where the pavement ends
in about a mile and becomes a hard dirt road, he goes on into Monticello. 

A turn at the Catholic church on Highway 90 brings us out to the
Ashville Highway, where we head east for about three miles before we turn
south on the road that knows no name at the time, but will be named Bassett
Dairy Road, in the future. 

We arrive at the home, next to an old black graveyard in Monticello.
Some may have thought of  it as a shanty shack but I know it as my home.
It's the beginning of  Bicentennial summer. A month later, the United States
will celebrate its two-hundredth birthday. I feel safe, being an American,
surrounded by my family and wrapped in the unending love of  God.
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