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Madison
Ranked 
Among
State’s 

Unhealthy
Counties 

By Lazaro Aleman
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Ma d i s o n
County was
r a n k e d

among the state’s least
healthy counties, ac-
cording to the findings
of  a national survey
that compares counties
across the country on
29 factors that affect
health, including smok-
ing, high school gradu-
ation rates,
unemployment, physi-
cal inactivity and ac-
cess to healthy food.

The 5th edition of
the County Health
Rankings, jointly re-
leased by the Robert
Wood Johnson Founda-
tion (RWJF) and the
University of  Wiscon-
sin Population Health
Institute (UWPHI) on
March 26, is based on

See Unhealthy On Page 3A

Robin's Nest
May Come To

Greenville

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Ro b i n ' s
N e s t . . . i t
sounds a lit-

tle like the name of  a
specialty gift shop, but
although the proposed
new enterprise is not a
store or shop, it is still a
gift – for battered and
abused women escap-
ing from dangerous sit-
uations, to a place
where they can start
over and begin a new
life.  In that sense, the
imagery of  a robin's
nest, with the robin as

See Robin’s Nest On

Page 3A

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, April 14, 2014

Beth Fulford, of the

Board of Directors for

Robin's Nest of Hope

Home for Battered

Women, addresses the

Greenville Town Council

to request a letter of sup-

port for bringing the pro-

gram to Greenville.

Florida’s 
Jobless 

Rate Up 
Slightly 

In March
By Lazaro Aleman
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Florida’s sea-
sonally ad-
j u s t e d

unemployment rate
climbed slightly in
March, putting it at 6.3
percent, 0.1 percentage
point above the 6.2 per-
cent in February. 

This according to
the latest figures re-
leased by the Florida
Department of  Eco-
nomic Opportunity
(FDEO) on Friday,
April 18.

The state agency
gave no explanation for
the slight uptick. Na-
tionally, the jobless rate
remained at 6.7 percent
for the fourth month,
0.4-percentage point
higher than the state
rate.

In Madison County,
the rate remained at 8.5
percent, the same as
the previous month.
However, in Jefferson

See Jobless On  Page 3A

Madison Police Department 
Is Not Shutting Down

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Arumor has
been spread-
ing that the

Madison Police De-
partment was merging
with the Madison
County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and had become
effective at the com-
munity meeting held
Thursday, April 24. As

of  now, that is not the
case.

“The rumor, when
I heard it, was news to
me,” said City Manag-
er Tim Bennett.  “The
purpose of  the com-
munity meetings is for
them to be a series of
meetings conducted by
individual city com-
missioners.  Commis-
sioner Thompson

conducted the first
one.  Commissioner
Catron is planning one
for May, and Commis-
sioner Hawkins is
planning one for June.
The meetings are an
opportunity for citi-
zens to ask questions
about and to comment
on, city policies and
initiatives.”

Police Chief  Gary

Calhoun stated, “With
the current budget is-
sues facing the City of
Madison, it is likely
that there will be some
adjustments to the po-
lice department’s bud-
get. I do not believe,
however, that we are
heading toward con-
solidating with the
Sheriff ’s Office.  Our
Madison Police Offi-

cers currently provide
a significant level of
service to our citizens
which creates a safer
environment for
everyone.”

Bennett did add
that he intends to cut
the Police Department
by one or two officers
through attrition be-
ginning January 1,
2015.

Vehicle
Tag Stolen

Submitted by Madison
County Sheriff’s Office

Ma d i s o n
C o u n t y
Sheriff  Ben

Stewart reports that on
Thursday April 24, at
4:52 p.m., a deputy of
the Madison County
Sheriff ’s Office con-
ducted a registration
check on a Silver Ford
Taurus near the inter-
section of  Base and Du-
val Street in Madison.
The license plate re-
turned as a stolen li-
cense plate from
Madison County in De-
cember of  2013. By the

Michael Antoine Hill

See Stolen On Page 3A

Submitted by Madison
County Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff  Ben
S t e w a r t
shares infor-

mation concerning con-
tinued recent “SCAM”
activity and would like
for all citizens to be
aware that Scam activi-
ties are increasingly
claiming more and
more victims. Histori-
cally, criminals often
worked alone and only
seemed to target the el-
derly. However, times
have changed and now
most Scams are master
minded by criminal
groups who are highly
organized, very tech
savvy and have no lim-
its to their target. Meth-
ods include falsely
filing others’ income
tax returns, calling
claiming to be a Law
Enforcement Officer or
representing an official
agency demanding the
victim pay fines or
penalties to avoid ar-
rest, sending official
looking documents
claiming the victim
owes fines or penalties.
Most of  these types of
Scams require the vic-
tim to obtain a pre-paid
type credit card and
load the card with
funds to remit as pay-
See Scam Alert On Page 3A

House Fire Early Friday 
Morning In Madison

Madison’s 911
Communi-
c a t i o n ’ s

Center received a report
of  a house fire at 2:45
a.m., on Friday, April 25.
The house is located on
317 SE Gillislee Street in
Madison. Madison Fire
Rescue was first on the
scene. 

According to Madi-
son Fire Rescue Chief
Bruce Jordan, the cause
of  the fire was an unat-
tended candle in the
bathroom. 

Additional units
from New Home
Fire/Rescue and Lee
Fire/Rescue were re-
quested and reported to
the fire location.  Also
assisting were the City
of  Madison Police De-
partment, Madison
County Emergency
Medical Services and
the Madison County
Sheriff ’s Office.

There were no in-
juries reported. 

By Lynette Norris 
Greene Publishing, Inc.  

The County
Commission
approved an

application for a spe-
cial exemption for a
260-foot cell phone
tower on a parcel of
land in the SW part of
the county.  As some
commissioners noted,
there are no other
communication tow-
ers in that area of  the
county, and it will
help fill in a gap.  Rep-
resenting the Plan-
ning and Zoning
Board, Jeanie Bass
told the commission-
ers that the Planning
and Zoning Board had
already voted to unan-
imously approve the
application, and the fi-
nal stop was the coun-
ty. Epp Richardson of
the Madison County
Sheriff's Department
added that Verizon,
the largest provider
for county-wide ser-
vice, was working to-
ward making the
county a 4G area,
which would mean

continuous communi-
cation service without
constantly having to
reboot and log on.  

The Commission
voted unanimously to
approve the applica-
tion.

Tami Brown, a
board member for the
Madison County
Recreation Depart-
ment, and chair of  the
Miss 20th of  May Ju-
bilee Celebration this
year, appeared before
the commission to re-
quest help in cleaning
up and beautifying the
parade route for the
event, taking place at
the Rec Park May 15
through May 18.   She
also invited everyone
to the recently begun
“Sunday Funday”
kickball games at the
rec park, where fami-
lies and kids start
gathering and playing
kickball around 3
p.m., and keep playing
until dark.  Someday
soon, Brown hopes to
have a kickball league
up and running in
Madison County.  

The commission-
ers agreed to do what-
ever they could to help
get the parade route
in shape.

Another big event
on everyone's mind
this year is high

school graduation and
what happens after-
wards.  For the last
several years, Project
Graduation has pro-
vided a safe alterna-
tive for high school
seniors to celebrate
this milestone event
in their lives, with in-
door and outdoor ac-
tivities, games,
dances, food and draw-
ing for prizes held
throughout.  MCHS
senior and senior
class president Darby
Thompson appeared
before the board to up-
date them on plans for
the night, which se-
niors had  been work-
ing on very diligently
for most of  the year, to
request donations and
support for the event.
It would allow the
Class of  2014 to be to-
gether “one last time,”
said Thompson, be-
fore they go their sep-
arate ways into
adulthood.

The commission
agreed to provide gift
cards for some of  the
prize drawings.

Greene Publishing, Inc.  Photo By
Lynette Norris, April 23, 2014

Tami Brown, board

member for the Madison

County Recreation De-

partment, appeared be-

fore the County

Commission for help in

getting the parade rout

ready for the 20th of May

Jubilee Celebration.  The

event runs May 15

through May 18, and the

parade will take place

Saturday, May 17.

Win A New
Ford F-150

Truck!
See Page
6A For 
Details

Photos Courtesy Of Pat Lightcap
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When I en-
tered the
military in

1966, I became aware of
military chaplains and
the houses of  worship
found on every base.  I
attended protestant re-
ligious services every
Sunday conducted by
military chaplains.  It
was common for me to
see chaplains in work
centers during the
week making pastoral
contact and counseling
those who needed help.
I grew to admire their
dedication and commit-
ment.

Chaplains served
as role models and lat-
er, good friends.  At the
Air Force Academy, a
member of  the first
graduating class (1959)
Bob Browning served
in the chaplaincy.  Our
chief  of  chaplains Roy
Terry became the chief
chaplain of  the Air
Force.  An Episcopal
priest Al Chace took a
close interest in me
that would foster as the
years passed.  Later in
my career, Jon Wuerf-
fel (father of  Heisman
Trophy winner Danny)
was a close friend and

confidant.  
Commanders on

the whole were strong
supporters of  the chap-
laincy.  It stands to rea-
son that since
leadership is vital in
the military and leader-
ship techniques are
founded on moral and
ethical truths that are
fundamental to reli-
gions like Christianity,
religious education and
military training went
hand-in-glove.

My introduction to
the military chaplaincy
is nearly a half  century
old.  Things have
changed … and not for
the better in my opin-
ion.  The “separation of
church and state” con-
cept has been used to
sledgehammer the
chaplaincy, slowly but
surely.  This grew from
a Supreme Court rul-
ing in 1962 that ex-
punged prayer from
public schools.  Over
time, those who oppose
religion (or should I
say Christianity) have
used these arguments
to overturn any public
display of  religion.
That’s where the “war
on Christmas” comes
from.

The chaplaincy is
not limited to the mili-
tary.  Webster’s defines
chaplains as religious
professionals who min-
ister to secular institu-
tions.  Prisons, nursing
homes, hospitals, and
the like have chaplains,
either on staff  or in vol-
unteer positions.  Many
of  these institutions
set aside space for a

chapel where prayer
service and counseling
can take place in quiet.

Frequently chap-
lains are assigned to as-
sist sports teams,
particularly at the ama-
teur level.  Some coach-
es are very religious
and use that to
strengthen their team’s
moral fiber.  One of
those coaches is Dabo
Sweeny, the head coach
of  Clemson Universi-
ty’s popular football
team.  Sweeny and
Clemson are under fire
from an atheist group
headquartered in Wis-
consin for their open
endorsement of  Chris-
tianity.  Never mind
that Wisconsin is a
thousand miles from
South Carolina.  Clem-
son isn’t backing down
to the outside pressure
and I hope they don’t.
Their answers to the
criticism have been on
point and measured.  I
think we’d be better off
if  people simply mind-
ed their own business
rather than try to inter-
fere with others.

I realize that Christ
teaches us to love our
enemies, but that is a
difficult task for me
when my enemies try
to separate me from my
love of  Christianity.
And make no mistake
about this – those who
are intent on destroy-
ing Christianity are my
enemies.  I would feel a
little better if  the athe-
ists were equally op-
posed to all religions,
but their ire is primari-
ly directed toward

Christians which I take
as a personal affront.
Maybe they pick on us
because we are taught
to love and tolerate our
enemies; other reli-
gions (Islam for exam-
ple) aren’t nearly as
charitable.  I have no
doubt that the progres-
sive agenda for those
who oppose Christiani-
ty include expunging
all chaplains from the
military and destroy-
ing crosses in military
cemeteries.  Literally,
their agenda is that ex-
treme. 

Many people be-
lieve that the Constitu-
tion uses the
terminology “separa-
tion of  church and
state” but it does not.
That is a court inter-
pretation of  the first
amendment which be-
gins: “Congress shall
make no law respecting
an establishment of  re-
ligion, or prohibiting
the free exercise there-
of.”  How often we for-
get or ignore the
second clause of  that
statement.  I don’t and
will exercise that right
fiercely until I am no
longer able.

Someday when my
duties as a parish
priest are over, I hope
to be a chaplain at some
institution, bringing
spiritual comfort to
those who are facing
end of  life issues and to
their families.  Jesus
Christ calls us to do
such and I can’t think
of  a more meaningful
way to witness in my
declining years.

Inever had to
wonder what I
wanted to do

when I “grew up.” I
grew up doing what I
knew I wanted to do for
the rest of  my life – the
newspaper business.

When you wake up
each morning and
dread the job that lies
ahead of  you, then it’s
time to change jobs.
When you wake up
each morning and find
joy in what lies ahead
of  you, then you know
you have the right job
for you.  I wake up hap-
py each day!

As children, my
brothers and I, we did
not receive an al-
lowance at home.  We
got paid for working at
the newspaper busi-
ness. If  we didn’t work,
we didn’t get any mon-
ey. That’s one lesson
that too many young
people have missed,
now a days. 

We began work at a
young age. At age

three, I was taught how
to opaque the nega-
tives. Red pencil, light
table and a negative –
it’s just like coloring.
Picking up paperclips,
pens, rubber bands and
such off  the floor was
my other “main” job
(and of  course I’m sure
a “busy” job for my
parents to give me). 

By age five to six
(the age of  being
taught to read), I was
taught how to type on
the typesetter. I could
type out the words for
the advertising, take it
into the darkroom and
develop it. I was also
taught how to proof-
read ads. Other jobs in-
cluded “busy work”
like organizing the clip
art books, proof  sheet
books and border
tapes.

Each year as I grew
older, so did my abili-
ties to do more “impor-
tant” things around
the office. Making pic-
tures in the darkroom,
building ads, pulling
tearsheets, stuffing
newspapers, address-
ing newspapers, doing
the newspaper route,
making PMT’s, selling
advertising, working
wrecks, developing
plates and plating up
the press. Of  course
back then we didn’t
have computers and
one of  my main jobs
was typing the stories.

By the time I entered
the 8th grade and was
put into a typing class,
I was already typing 80
wpm correctly. When I
was 19 years old I be-
came the main book-
keeper of  the business.

It seemed easier,
sometimes, back then;
and looking back it
seemed a lot more fun.
There was so much to
do and you didn’t just
sit behind a desk and a
computer all day, to do
it.

We layed out the
newspaper with wax
and scissors.  We used
Xacto Knives and
rulers.  We had border
tape and clip-art books
that we had to flip page
by page by page to find
‘just the right picture.’

There was no time
to play on the comput-
er or internet (even if
those things had been
readily available) for
we were all too busy
working. No email, no
Facebook, no Iphones.
We used typewriters,
typesetters, film and
lots of  " good ole
sweat.” 

We worked until 3
a.m. on press deadline
nights, just to rush it to
the press and rush
back to stuff  papers,
run them through the
Addressagrapher and
get them to the post of-
fice before the mail
went out.  Tensions ran

high at 3 a.m.  But, the
next day we were all
friends again and late
night attitudes were no
longer remembered. 

We pushed hard all
day long and all week
long to get the newspa-
per out.  My Daddy
never let us slack.
Some of  his favorite
sayings were “Turn
your hat around” (hur-
ry up doing what
you’re doing and get
back here to do some-
thing else), “10-18” (the
law enforcement dis-
patch signal for hurry
up) and “It Don’t Rain
On Harvey Greene
Hill” (rain, snow, sleet
or hail – we’re gonna
get up and go to work –
PERIOD).

Newspaper ink
gets in your blood, they
say.  My favorite news-
paper jobs, back then,
were burning plates,
developing plates, plat-
ing up the press and
running the press.
Things I no longer get
to do since we don’t
own a press anymore;
and computers have
taken a lot of  that away
from even the printing
plants, now.  But oh
how I love walking into
a printing plant and
smelling the ink.
Brings back memories
of  days gone by. 

Until then..... I’ll
see you around the
town.
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Recall
Update

Stonyfield
Stonyfield is voluntarily recalling 188 six-

packs of  4-ounce YoBaby Peach/Pear cups with
the code date June 05, 2014, and the UPC code
052159701161, regarding a slight possibility of
contamination.  The yogurt was shipped to Target
stores in Florida and elsewhere, as well as sever-
al Walmart stores.  Stonyfield has removed the
product from shelves and advises consumers who
purchased any (they would have been on the
shelves on or after April 23, 2014) to return opened
and unopened containers to the retailer for a full
refund. Consumers with questions should contact
Stonyfield Consumer Relations at 1-800-PRO-
COWS or email at crelations@Stonyfield.com.

Ontel
Ontel is recalling its ISO7X isometric exercise

devices, due to handle grips breaking and causing
injury. Call Ontel Consumer Services at (800) 245-
0511, or visit http://www.ontel.com and click on
ISO7X Recall Notice for more information.

Pier 1 Imports
Pier 1 Imports is recalling its Hanging Star

Glass Lanterns due to fire hazard. Heat from the
tea light candles can melt the soldering holding
the glass panes together and cause the lantern to
fall apart.  One burned rug has been reported.
Call Pier 1 Consumer Services at (800) 245-4595 or
visit http://www.pier1.com and click on Product
Notes and Recalls.

Rocky Brands
Rocky Brands is recalling its Georgia Boot

steel-toed work shoe.  The steel cap does not meet
safety standards and can fail to protect the toes.
Call Rocky Brands, Inc. at (866) 245-2159 or visit
http://www.rockybrands.com/ and click on Safety
Notices for more information. 

Growing Up In The Newspaper Business

Read Your Local
Papers Online

Just a reminder to everyone that you can
read the actual Madison County Carrier
and Madison Enterprise-Recorder news-

papers online. 
The online edition of  the newspaper (called

an e-edition) is available not only on computers,
but also on iPads, Kindles, other tablets, iPhones
and Android phones. 

A one-year subscription to the e-edition is
only $25 per year. The online e-editions become
available for viewing every Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoon.

If  you would like to subscribe to the e-edition
and the print edition, you simply need to add five
dollars to the cost of  the print subscription. Cur-
rent print subscriptions are $35 in-county and $45
out-of-county. 

To view a sample of  the e-edition, go to on-
line.greenepublishing.com.

To start your subscription today, or for more
information, call (850) 973-4141 or email
news@greenepublishing.com so we can get the in-
formation on how to get the online edition to you.
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ranks Madison Coun-
ty in 56th place out of
Florida’s 67 counties,
with St. Johns County
at number one as
Florida’s healthiest
county. 

The report makes
the point that people
living in the least
healthy counties are
twice as likely to have
shorter lives than peo-
ple living in the
healthiest counties;
and that the number
of  teen births and
children living in
poverty are also twice
as many in the least
healthy counties as
the healthier counties. 

The report under-
scores that “much of
what affects health oc-
curs outside of  the
doctor’s office” and
that factors such as
education, jobs, in-
come and environ-
ment play a critical
role in people’s health
and longevity. 

The rankings were
compiled using coun-
ty-level measures
from a variety of  na-
tional data sources
and resulted in two
overall ranks for
every county in Unit-
ed States. The two
overall ranks are list-
ed as health outcomes,
or how healthy a coun-
ty currently is; and
health factors, how
healthy a county will
be in the future. 

Madison County
ranked 56 in health
outcomes and 61 in
health factors.

Additionally, the
report offers individ-
ual county data on a
variety of  factors that
affect health, such as
education, access to
healthier foods, air
pollution levels, in-
come, and rates of
smoking, obesity and
teen births. 

According to the
report, Madison Coun-
ty ranked 58 in length
of  life; 61 in quality of
life; 51 in health be-
haviors; 58 in clinical
care; 61 in social and
economic factors; and
24 in physical environ-
ment.  

A sampling of  the
pertinent local data: 

18 percent of  the•
population in Madison
County is in poor or
fair health, compared
with 10 percent in the
top U.S. performers
and 16 percent in
Florida.

21 percent of•
adults in Madison
County smoke, com-
pared with 14 percent
in the top U.S. per-
formers and 18 per-
cent in Florida.

36 percent of•
adults in Madison
County are obese,
compared with 25 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 26 per-
cent in Florida.

30 percent of  peo-•
ple in Madison County
are physically inac-
tive, compared with 21
percent in the top U.S.
performers and 24 per-
cent in Florida.

47 percent of  peo-•
ple in Madison County
have access to exer-
cise opportunities,
compared with 85 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 78 per-
cent in Florida. 

39 percent of  dri-•
ving deaths in Madi-
son County are
alcohol impaired re-
lated, compared with
14 percent in the top

U.S. performers and 29
percent in Florida. 

23 percent of•
Madison County resi-
dents are uninsured,
compared with 11 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 25 per-
cent in Florida. 

For every primary•
care physician in
Madison County, there
are 6,372 persons, com-
pared with one physi-
cian per 1,051 in the
top U.S. performers
and one per 1,426 in
Florida. 

57 percent of  high•
school students in
Madison County grad-
uate, compared with
70 percent in Florida
(No figures given for
the U.S). 

36 percent of  chil-•
dren in Madison
County live in poverty,
compared with 13 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 26 per-
cent in Florida.

24 percent of  peo-•
ple in Madison County
have inadequate social
support, compared
with 14 percent in the
top U.S. performers
and 22 percent in
Florida.  

45 percent of  chil-•
dren in Madison
County live in single-
parent households,
compared with 20 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 37 per-
cent in Florida. 

37 percent of•
workers in Madison
County have long com-
mutes and drive alone,
compared with 15 per-
cent in the top U.S.
performers and 37 per-
cent in Florida. 

Overall, the report•
finds that teen birth
rates across the nation
have decreased about
25 percent since 2007;
that the rate of  pre-
ventable hospital
stays decreased about
20 percent from 2003 to
2011; that smoking
rates dropped from 21
percent to 18 percent
between 2005 and 2012;
and that completion of
at least some college
increased from 59 per-
cent to 64 percent be-
tween 2005 and 2012. 

Others of  the re-•
port’s overall find-
ings: 

Almost one in five•
households in the
United States are over-
crowded and pose a se-
vere cost burden or
provide inadequate fa-
cilities for cooking,
cleaning or bathing,
with mention of  parts
of  the South in partic-
ular. 

More than three-•
quarters of  U.S. work-
ers drive to work
alone and 33 percent
drive longer than half
an hour each way, the
connection to health
being that driving con-
tributes to physical in-
activity, obesity and
pollution.

People in many•
parts of  the country
face food insecurity
(or the threat of
hunger) and limited
access to healthy
foods.

The ability of•
mental health
providers in the
healthiest counties in
each state is 1.3 times
higher than in the
least healthy counties. 

Access to parks or•
recreational facilities
in the healthiest coun-
ties is 1.4 times higher
than in the least
healthy counties.

Unhealthy
Cont. From Page 1A

the harbinger of  spring
and new life, and the
nest as a place of  safety
and security, captures
exactly what the pro-
gram is about:  a place
of  safety where women
can pick up the pieces
and learn how to start
over, emotionally and
economically, with a
little help from people
who care.

In the words of
Beth Fulford, “It is the
gift of  hope.”  In fact,
the full name of  the
program is Robin's
Nest of  Hope Home for
Battered Women.

Fulford was ad-
dressing the Greenville
Town Council to re-
quest a letter of  sup-
port for the proposed
program.  The organi-
zation has applied for a
grant to help with the
funding, and one of  the

grant requirements
was a letter of  support
from the Greenville
Town Council. 

Robin's Nest will
provide not only a
place of  refuge and
counseling, but also job
training and place-
ment.

“It's not a one-stop
band-aid, but a life-
changer,” Fulford told
the Council.  

The location had to
remain a secret for the
safety of  the women
who would be served,
but Fulford said that a
charter would be forth-
coming soon.  Robin's
Nest hopes to serve up
to 1,000 clients a year, a
number that would also
include their children.

The Council voted
unanimously to ap-
prove the letter of  sup-
port.

Robin’s Nest
Cont. From Page 1A

County the rate
dropped to 5.6 percent,
from the 5.8 percent
recorded in February.

The FDEO reports
that statewide, 606,000
Floridians were job-
less in March out of  a
labor force of  9,575,000
— not counting those
individuals who have
given up the search for
work or are underem-
ployed or employed
only part time.

Per the FDEO,
Florida’s seasonally
adjusted total nonagri-
cultural employment
in March was 7,742,900,
an increase of  22,900
jobs over the month.
Seasonally adjusted
means the numbers
have been purged of
seasonal and other fac-
tors that could skew
the results.

“Compared to
March a year ago, the
number of  jobs in the
state was up by 225,100,
an increase of  2.8 per-
cent,” the FDEO report
states. “Florida’s an-
nual job growth rate
has exceeded the na-
tion’ rate since April
2012.” 

For Madison Coun-
ty, the 8.5 percent
translates into 598 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  7,053,
compared with 594 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  6,990 in
February, when the
rate was also 8.5 per-
cent.

In March 2013, the
comparable figures
were 631 jobless per-
sons out of  a labor
force of  7,116, when
the unemployment
rate was 8.9 percent.

For Jefferson
County, the 5.6 percent
rate translates into 358
jobless persons out of
a labor force of  6,429,
compared with 370 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  6,409 in
February, when the
rate was 5.8 percent.

In March 2013, the
comparable figures
were 383 jobless per-
sons out of  a work-
force of  6,256, when
the unemployment
rate was 6.1 percent.

“February 2014
was the 44th consecu-
tive month with posi-
tive annual job growth
after the state lost jobs
for over three years,”
the FDEO states.

The industry gain-
ing the most jobs was
professional and busi-
ness services, up 48,000
jobs, followed by trade,
transportation and
utilities, up 47,500 jobs;
leisure and hospitality,
up 42,100 jobs; con-
struction, up 41,000
jobs; private education
and health services, up
15,300 jobs; financial
activities, up 12,200
jobs; manufacturing,
up 9,700 jobs; other ser-
vices, up 6,800 jobs; in-
formation, up 2,200
jobs; and total govern-
ment, up 300 jobs — the
first time in a long
time that this sector
hasn’t lost jobs.

The FDEO attribut-
es the industry job
gains in part to “to in-
creases in services to
buildings and
dwellings; food and
beverage stores; food
services and drinking
places; specialty trade
contractors; ambulato-
ry healthcare services;
insurance carriers and
related activities; fab-
ricated metal product
manufacturing; mem-
bership associations
and organizations;
telecommunication;
and local govern-
ment.” Monroe and
Walton counties had
the state’s lowest un-
employment rate in
March at 3.8 percent,
followed by Okaloosa
at 4.8 percent; and
Alachua and Sumter
counties at 5.0 percent.

Flagler County had
the state’s highest un-
employment rate at 9.3
percent, followed by
Hendry County at 9.1
percent; Hamilton
County at 8.7 percent;
and Hernando, Madi-
son and Putnam coun-
ties at 8.5 percent
each.  

For the third con-
secutive month, no
county in the state had
double-digit unem-
ployment in March.

Jobless
Cont. From Page 1A

time the deputy was
able to turn around the
Taurus was gone from
sight. A BOLO (Be On
The Look Out) was is-
sued to all on duty offi-
cers.

At 7:15 p.m., a
Sergeant of  the Madi-
son County Sheriff ’s
Office conducting rou-
tine patrol on Lee Av-
enue in Madison
observed a Silver Ford
Taurus parked at road-
side that matched the
description of  the pre-
vious BOLO. The
Sergeant ran the tag on
the Taurus and found
that the tag was stolen
confirming the Taurus
to be the same vehicle
from the earlier BOLO.

A male subject,
identified as Michael
Antoine Hill, got into
the driver seat of  the
Taurus in attempt to
drive away. The
Sergeant activated his
blue lights and con-
ducted a traffic stop.
The Sergeant ap-
proached the Taurus
and asked Hill for his
identification while in-
forming Hill that the
vehicle tag was stolen.
Hill told the Sergeant
that he did not have
any identification.
Hill’s wallet was ob-
served in the driver’s
door pouch and re-
trieved by the
Sergeant. Hill con-

firmed the wallet was
his but claimed he did
not know it was in the
car. The wallet con-
tained Hill’s State of
Florida issued Identifi-
cation Card. Communi-
cations confirmed that
Hill did not possess a
valid driver license.
Hill was placed under
arrest and transported
to the Madison County
Jail. The stolen tag was
recovered.

Upon arriving at
the County Jail, a De-
tention Deputy con-
ducted a secondary
search of  Hills wallet
and discovered a small
plastic baggy that con-
tained three “Crack Co-
caine Rocks.” Hill tried
to convince the Deten-
tion Deputy and
Sergeant that the bag-
gy contained Ivory
soap that Hill used to
wash with. Hill further
stated that he forgot it
was even in his wallet.
A Presumptive Field
Test showed positive
for cocaine.

Hill was charged
with introducing con-
traband into county de-
tention, driving while
license suspended or
revoked, the attached
tag not assigned to that
vehicle, petty/grand
theft from vehicle and
controlled substance
possession with intent
to sell. 

Stolen
Cont. From Page 1A

ment. These are just a
few examples and do
not even begin to
scratch the surface. 

The Madison
County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice works hard to
identify and publicize
every type of  Scam,
but as soon as the
community is made
aware of  any one
Scam, the criminal
organization will sim-
ply change their
methods. With social
media and the Inter-
net playing such a
huge role in every-
one’s daily lives, it be-
comes hard to track
the origin of  the
Scam or the criminals
responsible. It is not
uncommon for these
criminals who target
victims in our county
to be located in other
states or even in an-
other country.

If  you are contact-
ed by phone, email or
any other means
claiming you will be
held criminally or
civilly liable unless
you pay fines, fees or

penalties please con-
tact the Madison
County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and request an of-
ficer to assist you in
verifying if  the claim
against you is from a
legitimate source. Do
not respond to the de-
mands and certainly
do not be too quick to
send any personal in-
formation or form of
payment without first
verifying the source
of  the claim. Make
note of  the phone
number or email ad-
dress that contacted
you and then contact
us and let us help.
Avoid being an easy
victim for these crim-
inal groups. If  you
feel that you have
been targeted by a
Scam and even if  you
realized the attempt
was a Scam please
contact the Madison
County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice at 973-4001 or 973-
4002. Your
information may pre-
vent your neighbor
from becoming a vic-
tim as well. 

Scam Alert
Cont. From Page 1A
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Community Calendar
April 30

The Healthy Start
Coalition of  Madi-
son, Jefferson and

Taylor Counties in-
vites everyone to a
community forum

“State of  the Infant”
on Wednesday, April

30 at 9:30 a.m. The
coalition will be dis-
cussing the impact
of  Medicaid reform
and addressing the

health and wellbeing
of  Madison County

infants. For more in-
formation, contact

Donna Hagan at the
Healthy Start Coali-
tion at (850) 948-2741

or
dhagan@healthys-

tartjmt.org.

May 1

A spaghetti diner
fundraiser will be

held for Tammy
Floyd, who is cur-

rently battling
breast cancer, on
Thursday, May 1,

from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m., on the Madison
County Courthouse
lawn. All proceeds

from the dinner will
go to Floyd and her
family to help cover
expenses incurred

with her treatment.
Tickets are $5 and

can be purchased by
contacting Selena

Phillips at (850) 464-
2667 or (850) 491-

4968.

May 1

The Madison Veteri-
nary Clinic will be

holding an Open
House Thursday,

May 1, from 11 a.m.
until 2 p.m. Doctors

and staff  invite
everyone to drop by
for a hot dog and a
tour of  the expand-

ed and remodeled fa-
cilities at 119 SW

Captain Brown Rd.
in Madison. For

more information
call (850) 973-6936.

May 3

A Preparedness
Workshop will be

held from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the Fellow-

ship Hall at New
Testament Christian

Center on  Hwy 90
East. Anyone inter-
ested in preparing

for a disaster or eco-
nomic hard times
come out. Bring a

bag lunch and child
care is available. A

love offering will be
received for the

speakers and child-
care. For more infor-

mation call Cindi
Perron at (850) 464-

2514.

May 15

The Branford Cam-
era Club will be

holding their 3rd
Annual Spring Pho-

to Critique with
Master Photograph-
er, Chuck Neubauer,
judging this year’s
critique. Participa-
tion is open to the
public. Novice to

professional photog-
raphers are wel-
come. For more

information or to re-
ceive a copy of  the
event guidelines,

call Program Chair
Carolyn Hogue at

(386) 935-2044.

Thank You!
The family of  the late Roger Lee

Monlyn wishes to express our most
heartfelt thank you to all those who
supported us through the difficult
time surrounding his passing. We
are so grateful for the family mem-
bers, friends and colleagues that

gave us strength. Thank you for your
many acts of  kindness, words of
comfort, flowers and messages of
sympathy in our time of  bereave-
ment. Thank you.

The family of  the late Roger Lee
Monlyn

Obituary
Rev. Jake S. Phillips, 94, went

home to be with his Lord Friday,
April 25 at his home in Madison, sur-
rounded by his wife, daughter and
Big Bend Hospice caregivers. 

Jacob Silvanus Phillips was
born on May 6, 1919 in Granite Falls,
North Carolina to Parks Lee and Eva
Ellen Moore Phillips. Welcoming his
birth were siblings, Oscar (Ott),
Edna and Ethel. When Jake was
three-years-old, his youngest broth-
er, Paul was born. The Phillips lived
“in the mill village,” part of  the year
and on “the farm,” at Dudley Shoals
part of  the year. They attended Con-
cord Baptist Church and Jake served
as a deacon.

Most folks worked at Shufford
Mills as did Jake for a while, begin-
ning at age sixteen. Jake and Edna
were married June 11, 1938, and
their daughter Jean was born in
1939. Jake took his family to Wilm-
ington, N.C. to work in the shipyard
but moved back to Granite Falls,
where he worked at the Granite
Falls Machine Shop and later sold
insurance. It was during this period
of  time that Jake sang lead in the
Songsters Quartet.

Jake served his country during
World War II as an automatic rifle-
man with the 114th Infantry, Compa-
ny F, of  the United States Army from
September 1, 1944 to April 19, 1946.
He was awarded the American The-
ater Service Medal EAME Service
Medal with two Bronze Service
Stars and a World War II Victory
medal. 

It was at Ridgecrest Baptist As-
sembly, N.C. in 1957 that Jake heard
and responded to the call of  the Lord
to move to Monroeville, Monroe
County, Alabama to serve as associ-
ate pastor at the Southside Baptist
Church. In 1960, he moved to Ever-
green and to the Conecuh Baptist
Association. When he came to Cov-
ington Baptist Association, Coving-
ton County, Alabama in March of
1964, it was with deep conviction
that God was calling him to serve
Him in that place. West Highland
Baptist Church, Andalusia, Alaba-
ma was Jake and Edna’s home
church where they faithfully served
for thirty plus years. During his
tenure, he was elected President of
Directors of  Missions for the Alaba-
ma Baptist State Board of  Missions.
When he resigned June 30, 1984, he
did so with the conviction that God

was once again leading him to re-
tirement. His retirement as DOM
did not include retirement from
preaching and teaching of  God’s
Word, for the call to preach is a life-
long call. He continued to do interim
work in Alabama until he moved to
Florida in 1995 after the death of  his
first wife Edna. After moving to
Madison and finding himself  with-
out a helpmeet, he courted and mar-
ried Judy Wheeler from Andalusia,
Alabama. Even in Florida, he did in-
terim work and taught the Men’s
Bible Class at Madison First Baptist
Church. Even into his early nineties
he was still serving faithfully.

Brother Jake is survived by his
wife, Judy C. Phillips of  fourteen
years; daughter Jean P. McWilliams;
grandson Clayte McWilliams (Vick-
ie) of  Madison; granddaughter, Lin-
da M. Boyer (Ron); great
grandchildren, Carley Luke and
Jake Luke of  Darien, Ga.; stepsons:
Joseph Wheeler of  Valdosta, Ga. and
John Wheeler and family of  Andalu-
sia, Al.; Sister-in-law, Rilla B.
Phillips (Paul) of  Granite Falls, N.C.,
a host of  nieces, nephews and ex-
tended families in North Carolina,
Alabama, etc., countless “preacher
boys,” ministers and other friends.
He was preceded in death by his first
wife of  57 years, Edna McGee
Phillips, his parents, Parks Lee and
Eva Ellen Moore Phillips and his
siblings Ethel P. Rum, Oscar
Phillips, Edna P. Weaver, Paul
Phillips and his son-in-law Buddy
McWilliams. 

The family received friends on
Monday, April 28 from 5 p.m. until 7
p.m., at Beggs Funeral Home in
Madison. A celebration of  his life
was held on Tuesday, April 29 at 11
a.m., at First Baptist Church in
Madison. Internment will be at Oak
Ridge Cemetery in Madison. 

For those wishing to make
memorial donations, these may be
made to GuideStone Financial Re-
sources at 2401 Cedar Spring Rd,
Dallas, Tx. 75201-1498, designated to
ARMS, Big Bend Hospice at 1723 Ma-
han Center Blvd, Tallahassee, Fl.,
32308-5428 or Madison First Baptist,
P.O. Box 307, Madison, Fl., 32340, des-
ignated to the mission fund.

Beggs Funeral Home Madison is
in charge of  the arrangements (850)
973-2258. You may send your condo-
lences to the family by visiting our
website www.beggsfuneral.com.

Have something you would like to add to the Community
Calendar? Simply call Greene Publishing, Inc. at (850) 973-

4141 or email your information to Rose@greenepublish-
ing.com.

Worker Sends 1,000 Ducklings To Boss's Home In Wages Dispute

Builder Chiu Xiang arranged for the 1,130 live ducklings to
be dropped in the home of his employer, Hung Bin, in a

dispute over wages.

The 60-year-old, who worked for Bin for three years, said
he was owed $300 in unpaid wages after quitting his job in

China's Sichuan province last year, according to the
Shanghaiist..

Florida Woman Goes On Rampage After Storeowner Won't
Exchange Dollar Bills For Her Jar Of Coins

This past Monday, a woman became furious with a storeowner
when he declined to exchange dollar bills for her jar of coins.

Surveillance video shows the woman aggressively pointing at the
owner of the A Plus Food Mart in Mt. Dora, Florida before knock-
ing items off the counter. As News 13 reports, the outburst only

got worse from there.

Family First
Clears Another Hurdle
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When Gina Sapp and Miki
Richardson opened
their Family First Well-

ness Clinic in the old Four Free-
doms Clinic location, their practice
quickly grew, and it wasn't long be-
fore they realized they needed a
larger facility in order to better
serve their patients.  Also, the new
facility needed to have enough on-
site parking so that their patients,
especially the elderly ones, wouldn't
have to cross streets in downtown
Madison to get to their appoint-
ments.

They set their sights on the old
senior center building as the loca-
tion that would best fit their criteria
for housing their growing practice,
and approached the county commis-
sion to see if  the county would con-
sider selling it to them for below the
market price, under a provision that
allows such a sale if  it results in an
enterprise promoting the county's
economic development or con-
tributes to its healthcare.  The Fam-
ily First Wellness Clinic met those
requirements.

Along the way, they discovered

that a small sliver of  the building ac-
tually rested on city property, mean-
ing that they had to petition the city
to sign a quit-claim deed, allowing
the negotiations to continue.  The
City Commission obliged, because
the sliver of  land was small, consist-
ing mostly of  right-of-way setbacks.

At the County Commission
meeting April 23, the deed and clos-
ing papers were ready for the
board's examination and approval.
The deed calls for the Family First
Wellness Clinic to occupy the build-
ing no later than Feb. 1, 2015, and re-
main there in continuous operation
for at least five years, or a reverter
clause (because of  the below-market
sale price) reverts the property own-
ership back to the county.  

Comments by commission mem-
bers who had spoken with represen-
tatives of  Family First indicated
that the practice would not have a
problem moving to the new facility
by the deadline, and because it was
providing a much-needed service to
Madison residents, was likely to be
around for a while.

The commissioners voted unani-
mously to approve the deed and the
closing documents.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 24, 2014

Almost there...in a few weeks or months, after renovations, the old senior

center building will be occupied by the Family First Wellness Clinic.



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison Ro-
tary Club
P r e s i d e n t

Elect Pete Bucher took
the podium at the April 23
meeting to tell the mem-
bers about several other
types of  Rotary Clubs he
had visited over the years.
There were clubs that met
in the morning and clubs
that met in the afternoon
or evening, as well as dur-
ing the lunch hour as the
Madison club does.  Large
clubs, small clubs, and
clubs that owned their
own building where they
met.

He even found clubs
that met at different bars.
Usually, it was a sports
bar or something similar,
and instead of  being
served a meal, they had a
cocktail hour with
snacks.

But all the Rotary
Clubs he visited did seem
to have one thing in com-
mon, and that was either
declining or stagnant
membership numbers.

The challenge, as
Bucher sees it, is how to
attract new members in
the coming year.  It isn't
an issue faced by just local
or regional clubs.  Nation-
al and international clubs

are facing the same thing.
“Why do people join

Rotary?” he asked.  When
he has asked that of  other
Rotarians, he has found
the common theme
among them is not just
what the club offers for
them, but for what it of-
fers the community.

The Rotary Club
seems to have a special
drive to raise money to
help the community, and
it seems that this is what
stands out for a lot of  peo-
ple, Bucher told the audi-
ence.  The thing that he
likes best about the Madi-
son Club's efforts is that
this is done mainly
through big fundraiser
events like the Chili Din-
ner and the Prime Rib
Dinner, things that bring
people together.

Another reason peo-
ple mentioned was that
Rotary just stood out in
the forefront of  other
civic clubs for one reason
or another; and then
there was the friendship,
the sense of  camaraderie
among the members.  One
example was the gentle-
men Bucher had met in
Tallahassee who chose
the larger Northside Ro-
tary club to join, because
he wanted to be around
and interact with as
many other people as pos-
sible.

When seeking new
members, it was also in-
herently important to
bring in business people
and build up comrade-
ship with them and get-
ting them to bring their
skills and expertise into
the club, especially when
exploring the challenge of
getting new businesses
and jobs to move into the
area.

He offered the exam-
ple of  learning about
something new by relat-
ing his encounter with a
Rotarian from Monticel-
lo, with whom he struck
up a conversation.  The
gentleman's business
card said that he was in
the “sympathetic recon-
struction industry,” a
term Bucher had never

heard of  before.  It in-
volved updating old
homes, while remaining
sympathetic to the in-
tegrity of  their original
style and structure.  

What do people get
from joining?  Developing
leadership skill or public
speaking skill can be de-
veloped or honed working
with other members on
projects or working with
the community.

“It helps us, through
what we do here, to be a
little better at it,” he said.
“We educate ourselves
here and talk about what
we learn at Rotary.  People
hear about it and maybe
they want to join...but
they haven't been asked
yet.  We need to be Rotary-
proactive: talk up Rotary
and invite people to join.”

One of  the things he
was really pleased to see
about the Rotary Interna-
tional was what they were
doing with the PolioPlus
project on a global scale.
“I think that's great –
what we're doing about
polio,” a disease that has
been eradicated in all but
a handful of  countries.

People are interested
in Rotary.  He has seen
this from the conversa-
tions people strike up
with him when he wears
his Rotary pin out in pub-
lic or when he travels.
There is also a sense of  ca-
maraderie and friendship
that emerges when Rotar-
ians who are otherwise
strangers to each other
will   readily strike up
conversations about the
club, its projects and its
people and find that they
have a lot of  common
ground.

Being proactive
about seeking new mem-
bers is one thing Bucher
would like the club to put
in the forefront, both now
and later, when he takes
the helm as the new presi-
dent.

“It's important that
we continue to do those
things that make this or-
ganization great.” he said.
“It's a collaborative ef-
fort.”
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In Loving Memory

Kiwanis Presents
Check To 4-H

Greene Publishing, Inc, Photo By Lynette Norris, April 24, 2014

Lucile Day, representing the Madison 4-H Clubs, accepts a $370 scholarship

check on behalf of 4-H from Madison Kiwanis Club President Diane Head.  The

funds from Kiwanis will allow two children to attend 4-H summer camp this year.

Rotary Club's Pete Bucher: 
Meeting The Membership Growth Challenge

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Lynette Norris, April 23, 2014

Rotary Clubs all over

face a challenge with

growing their member-

ship in the coming year,

a challenge that Presi-

dent Elect Pete Bucher

feels the Madison Rotary

Club is certainly up for.

MCCS Awards Days
Scheduled In May

By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County Cen-
tral School has finalized
their calendar for their

end-of-year awards program.
Awards will be given to students
who: have achieved highest averages
for each academic subject, are on the
honor roll, have perfect attendance,
have good citizenship and have
achieved an Accelerated Reader sta-
tus, to name a few.

The Honors Programs will be as
follows:

• Third-Fifth Grades, Wednesday,
May 28, 9 a.m.

• PreK-Second Grades, Thursday,
May 29, 9 a.m.

• Sixth and
Seventh Grades,
Thursday, May
29, 9 a.m.

• E i g h t h
Grade, Thurs-
day, May 29, 6
p.m.

All pro-
grams will be in
the gym.



Recent heavy
rainfall in
North Flori-

da and South Georgia
has resulted in local-
ized flooding in areas of
Madison County. The
Florida Department of
Health in Madison
County recommends
the following precau-
tions to those residents
impacted by recent
flooding. 

During flooding,
the greatest threat
comes from moving wa-
ter. The deeper the
moving water, the
greater the threat. Peo-
ple should avoid dri-
ving in moving or
standing water, regard-
less of  the size of  the

vehicle.
Flood waters can

rise and pool on streets
and throughout neigh-
borhoods. Be aware of
the following:

• Road surfaces be-
come disguised and dri-
vers may unknowingly
steer into a deep body
of  water, such as a
canal or pond.

• Electricity from
streetlights and power
poles may be present in
standing water, causing
a deadly shock to any-
one coming in contact
with it.

• Children playing
in potentially contami-
nated standing water
can become sick or be
bitten by snakes or

floating insects.
• People coming

into contact with flood-
waters should thor-
oughly wash and rinse
skin with soap and dis-
infected water. Resi-
dents in flood-affected
areas should take pre-
cautions to avoid drink-
ing potentially
contaminated water. A
flooded well may con-
tain disease-causing
bacteria and may not
be safe to drink.

To disinfect water,
DOH recommends one
of  the following:

• Boil water before
use, holding it at a
rolling boil for at least
one minute before us-
ing it for drinking,
brushing teeth, wash-
ing food, cooking or
washing dishes.

• Disinfect water by
adding eight drops
(about 1/8 tsp.) of
plain, unscented house-
hold bleach (four to six
percent active ingredi-
ent) per gallon of  wa-
ter, and then let it stand
for 30 minutes. If  the
water is cloudy after 30
minutes, repeat the
procedure once. Use a
container that has a
cap or cover for disin-
fecting and storing wa-
ter to be used for
drinking. This will pre-
vent contamination.

Use bottled water,
especially for mixing
baby formula.

For information on
what to do if  your well
is flooded, please visit
http://www.florida-
health.gov/healthy-en-
vironmts/private-well-t
esting/index.html or
contact your local
health department.
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Loud & Clear
and FREE

Florida residents with a hearing loss are eligible to 
receive a free amplified phone from the non-profit 
Florida Telecommunications Relay, Inc. Cordless 
and corded phones for persons with mild to severe 
hearing loss are available at 23 distribution centers 
statewide. Limit one per customer.

CONTACT YOUR AREA CENTER FOR DETAILS

Florida Telecommunications Relay, Inc.
1820 E. Park Avenue, Suite 101
Tallahassee, FL 32301
800-222-3448 (v)
888-447-5620 (tty)

Current FTRI clients: If your phone isn’t working properly or your hearing 
has changed, or should you no longer need your phone or are moving 

out of Florida, call FTRI at 888-554-1151 for assistance.

 
 

  

CALL ME TODAY.

Invest 
in your 
dreams.

 
 
 

  
 

 

Nate Cruce ChFC, Agent
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Win A New 2013 F150 Truck
And Help Timberland Ford

Shooting Victims

Photo Submitted

Pictured above is the new 2013 F150 XL truck that will be raffled off on June
28 to benefit shooting survivors John Mahoney, Mike Cook and Deputy Robert
Lundy.
By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Purchasing a $10 raffle tick-
et could make you the own-
er of  a brand-new 2013

F150 XL Ford truck. Timberland
Ford in Perry is donating the truck
for the raffle in order to help the sur-
vivors from the Feb. 5 shooting that
occurred at the dealership. All pro-
ceeds from ticket purchases will go
towards John Mahoney, Mike Cook
and Deputy Robert Lundy’s recov-

ery.
The drawing for the truck will be

held Saturday, June 28 at 8 p.m., at
Scallopalooza (Roy’s Restaurant) in
Steinhatchee. Ticket holders do not
have to be present to win.

Tickets can be purchased at the
Madison County Sheriff ’s Office, lo-
cated at 2364 US 90. For more infor-
mation, call the Sheriff ’s Office and
speak with Nancy or visit the Built
Tough and Standing Strong Face-
book page.

Four Hundred Participants
Make 4-H Day

At The Capitol A Success
Story Submitted

More than 400 Florida 4‐H
youth and volunteers
from as far south as Mia-

mi-Dade County and as far north-
west as Escambia County arrived in
Tallahassee Wednes-
day.  4-H day at the
Capitol, an annual
state event, took
place April 23rd.
P a r t i c i p a n t s
were adorned in
“4-H green”
shirts with the
words “100
years of  Exten-
sion.” 2014
marks the 100th

anniversary of
the Florida part-
nership between
state, federal and
county governments to
provide scientific knowledge and ex-
pertise to the public.

During 4-H Day at the Capitol,
youth demonstrated their knowl-
edge of  what’s going on in their com-
munities and the challenges they
face. Participants met with lawmak-
ers and other elected officials includ-
ing Commissioner of  Agriculture
Adam Putnam and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Carlos Lopez-Cantera.

4-H Day at the Capitol gives 4-H
youth and volunteers the opportuni-

ty to share with their legislators and
government officials the positive im-
pacts of  the Florida 4-H Program
and learn more about how govern-
ment works. In the 2012-2013 4-H
year, Florida 4-H youth completed

over 140,000 projects in
the area of  citizen-

ship and leader-
s h i p
development.
“4-H Day at the
Capitol is a

wonderful op-
portunity to teach

our youth about
the importance
of  the process
of  our govern-

mental bodies
as well as teach-

ing our community
and legislators the

importance of  youth
voice,” said Becky Bennett,

Madison County Extension 4-H
Youth Development Agent. 

Founded in 1909, the Florida 4‐H
Youth Development Program works
annually with more than 220,000
young people, ages 5‐18, and nearly
19,000 volunteers. Headquartered in
Gainesville; Florida 4-H is the
statewide youth development pro-
gram of  the University of  Florida’s
Institute of  Food and Agricultural
Sciences.

Florida Department Of  Health
Advises Madison County Residents

Of  Flood Precautions
~ Avoid driving through moving, standing water ~

~ Wash and rinse exposed skin with soap, disinfected water ~
~ Avoid drinking potentially contaminated water; boil,

disinfect water as appropriate ~
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY
Coast 2 Coast Tour Stops in Madison

By Jessie R. Box
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Bubba’s Pampered
Pedalers, Coast 2
Coast tour stopped

in Madison, Thursday, April
24 on their way to St. Augus-
tine. NFCC hosted them for
their nights stay in Madison.
The bicyclists slept in the
basketball court of  the Colin
P. Kelly gym. The tour started
March 8 in San Diego, Ca.
with the bicyclist dipping the
rear tire of  their bicycle in
the Pacific Ocean and when
they reach the Atlantic
Ocean, they will dip the front
tire of  their bicycle in the
ocean.  

It is a 52-day tour and all
the bicyclists have to worry
about is pedaling their bicy-
cles. Bubba and his crew take
care of  the rest. The crew

stores all of  the bicyclist gear
on a truck and when the des-
tination of  the day is
reached, they will unload the
luggage, blow up the air mat-
tresses and if  they are stay-
ing outside, they set up the
tents. 

Hetty Slagboon and John
Neelemaat came from the
Netherlands to participate in
the Coast 2 Coast tour. 

“We were looking for a cy-
cling tour in the Northeast of
America for fall but then we
saw this one and for a joke I
said to my husband, ‘what do
you think of  this one,’ and he
said ‘let’s do it,’” said Slag-
boon. 

“It’s a really nice trip and
very well organized,” said
Neelemaat. “We are not used
to so much pampering.”

The crew also offers bike

maintenance. If  someone has
a flat tire, the crew will come
to the bicyclist and fix it for
them. Every 20 miles there is
a rest station set up. The sta-
tion has snacks, cold bever-
ages and chairs for the
bicyclist to sit and rest before
the next part of  the journey.

There are 40 riders and 18
crewmembers. On crew there
is also a chef  who prepares
the riders with breakfast and
dinner. The bicyclist’s will
stop for their lunch during
the day’s ride. 

“I’m a tourist, not a rac-
er,” said A.D. Carson, from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. “As a
touring bicyclist you look for
opportunities and ways to
both see things and to stretch
yourself,” said Carson about
why he wanted to join the
Coast 2 Coast tour.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jessie Box, April 24, 2014

Lil Leber stands behind her bicycle that has been

her transportation since San Diego, Ca.  This is her

first Coast 2 Coast trip but she has participated in

BubbaFest, another tour put on by the same compa-

ny, four times. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jessie Box, April 24, 2014

Duane Sommerville, from Indiana, stands behind his bicycle that has been

his steady companion since San Diego. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jessie Box, April 24, 2014

Hetty Slagboon and John Neelemaat just got in

for the day after riding from Tallahassee to Madison

on the Coast 2 Coast tour. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Jessie Box, April 24, 2014

A.D. Carson from

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

was among the first peo-

ple to arrive at NFCC af-

ter traveling from

Tallahassee.



Submitted By Becky
Bennett

On April 4th,
220 of  Madi-
son County’s

third graders descend-

ed upon the 24th annual
Madison County 4-H
Ecology Field Day at
NFCC for a day of
hands-on educational
activities in science,

ecology and environ-
mental protection.
This event is a collabo-
ration between the
Madison County
School Board, North
Florida Community
College and the Madi-
son County Extension
Office 4-H.  

Each year Madison
County third graders
make the trip to North
Florida Community
College to experience
the Ladell Brothers
Outdoor Environmen-
tal Center, while learn-
ing about ecosystems,
human impact on the
environment and how
they can preserve and
protect these precious
resources.  Madison
County High School’s
FCCLA (Family, Ca-
reer, and Community
Leaders of  America)
and Madison County 4-
H student volunteers
led various groups of
participants through

each of  the seven
hands-on educational
ecology stations.  Each
station educated stu-
dents about a different
topic, including stew-
ardship of  the land,
plant identification
and use, reptile and
fish habitats, water
quality, forestry, ento-
mology and beekeep-
ing.

Instructors includ-
ed: Dave Norton, from
RockTenn Corrugated
Packaging and Recy-
cling; Justin Kania and
several representative
from the Florida De-
partment of  Forestry;
Sharon Fitz-Coy from
the University of  Flori-
da/IFAS Department of
Fisheries and Aquatic
Sciences; Tony Hogg of
Full Moon Apiary
demonstrated beekeep-
ing; representatives
from the Learning in
the Florida Environ-
ment (L.I.F.E.) group
with the Florida De-

partment of  Environ-
mental Protection on
water quality; Jan Pe-
ters with Florida A&M
Entomology Depart-
ment; Clay Olsen with
Taylor County Exten-
sion and his volun-
teers, and finally,
representatives from
Florida Farm Bureau
demonstrated the vari-
ous uses of  local crops
and the importance of
being stewards of  the
land.

Madison County 4-
H Ecology Field Day is
a long-standing tradi-
tion that educates
youth on life skills and
the importance of  be-
ing good stewards of
the environment while
exposing them to their
local community col-
lege campus.  This
event allows students
to translate classroom
knowledge to real
world experiences.  By
providing opportuni-
ties for our youth to

have hands on experi-
ences, we are improv-
ing their chances of
high academic achieve-
ment both in the class-
room and on
standardized testing
such as the FCAT, SAT
and ACT.  Due to the
program’s effective-
ness and focus on sci-
ence, engineering,
technology and math,
other organizations
have been inspired
over the years to devel-
op similar events for
their local youth.

We could not con-
tinue our efforts with-
out everyone’s
contributions to create
a day of  fun and explo-
ration for Madison
County third graders.
We would like to thank
each of  the instructors,
teachers, volunteers,
coordinators and most
importantly the third
graders of  Madison
County for making this
event possible.
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY
4-H Holds 24th Annual Field Day At NFCC

Photo Submitted

Justin Kania and Dave Norton of the Florida Department of Forestry take the lead at one of the educational stations devoted to the importance of forests and

woodlands.

Photo Submitted

On the right, facing the children, Clay Olsen, of the Taylor County Extension

Office, with the help of one of his master gardener volunteers on the left, talk to

the third graders about caring for the environment at one of the seven educa-

tional stations.

Photo Submitted

Learning to identiy plants and animals was the topic of another education

station.

Photo Submitted

Representatives from the Madison Farm Bureau speak to the students about

local crops and the role farming plays in the environment, and the way both are

interconnected.



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Flori-
d a L e a r n s
STEM (sci-

ence, technology, engi-
neering and math)
Scholars program held
their last design chal-
lenge for the Madison,
Jefferson and Taylor
county STEM students
this school year.

The design chal-
lenges were created to
give rural students the
ability to be paired
with mentors who
could give them hands-
on experiences with
STEM professionals
and expose them to rig-
orous courses, leader-
ship training and
opportunity to collabo-
rate with other STEM
students.

 This latest chal-
lenge, the Solar Collec-
tor Design Challenge,
had students design
and construct a solar
collector that held wa-
ter, and compete as
teams for creativity
and effectiveness of
raising water tempera-
ture. Participants from
Madison, Jefferson
and Taylor counties
worked as teams and
were given 20 minutes
to sketch a design and
then given the neces-
sary materials to con-
struct their creation.
They had 30 minutes to
take their design from
a two-dimensional
drawing to a three-di-
mensional structure
before transitioning it
to an outside area.
Teams were then able

to test the effectiveness
of  their design by col-
lecting data of  rising
or falling tempera-
tures of  the water, in-
cluded in the design,
for a total of  45 min-
utes. After collecting
some data, students
had a lunch break and
upon their return,
found several of  the so-
lar structures blown
over, and unfortunate-
ly, causing incorrect
readings for some of
the students. After
teams and their de-
signs were back inside,
they had 20 minutes to
develop their presenta-
tion and then three to
five minutes to share
their findings to the
rest of  the group.

When speaking to
students who partici-
pated in the challenge,
Darby Thompson from
Madison County High
School, a third year
participant in the
FloridaLearns activi-
ties said she had
learned more with the
hands-on activities
than if  she had been
just in the classroom.
She further stated she
could now take the
knowledge she was

taught and learn how
to apply it in the real
world. Savannah
Salter, also from Madi-
son, said it was only
her first year doing the
activities, but added, “I
love it!”

Students who are

involved in the Flori-
daLearns STEM Schol-
ars program will have
the opportunity for
more activities this
summer. The Panhan-
dle Area Educational
Consortium will be of-
fering workplace expe-

riences at various
businesses around the
state. For more infor-
mation on the Flori-
d a L e a r n s
initiative, visit their
website at www.flori-
dalearnsstemscholars.o
rg.
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  FREE 
Skin Cancer Screening

May 8, 15 & 22, 2014 ■ 5:30pm – 7pm
Pearlman Cancer Center

*Registration required. Please be prepared to provide personal and 
demographic information to complete your registration.

*To register, call 229.259.4422

Participating physicians:  

William R. Howard, MD

Betsy P. Thacker, MD

John A. Cole, MD
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No Photocopies Accepted • Tickets are good for Saturday, May 10th only • Deadline To Enter May 6, 2014

Name____________________________

Address__________________________

__________________________

Phone Number____________________

Fill out and return to Greene Publishing at
P.O. Drawer 772 or 1695 South SR 53 * Madison, FL 32341

STEM Scholars Finish Up At NFCC

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 4, 2014

Winners of the STEM Solar Design Challenge, who designed structures that created the highest temperatures in water inside of their designs, standing left to

right, are: Caleb Wentworth, Taylor; Breonna Cambric, Jefferson; Camryn Alderman, Madison; William Blue, Taylor; Kaitlyn Farnell, Madison and Roxanna Whitman,

Madison.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 4, 2014

The team who had the most creative design of the day constructed a parabo-

la, but was unable to get accurate readings due to the windy day. The parabola

team, standing left to right are: Darby Thompson, Madison; Savannah Salter,

Madison and Anthony Carter, Taylor.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 4, 2014

Winners of the Solar Design Challenge, who created structures that caused

the most temperature change, standing left to right, are: Kaydee Keen, Taylor;

JaʼQuantae Thomas, Madison and Estela Valdovinos, Jefferson.
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SCHOOL
“Good News!” At Madison Academy's Spring Fling 2014

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Good News” was the title and the theme
running throughout Madison Acade-
my's Spring Fling 2014.  Following the

May Pole Dance and Coronation Ceremony for
the King (Payton Davis) and Queen (Maryn
Richardson), each class performed to music for a
crowd of  parents, relatives and friends.  Skits by
the eight grade class provided transitions for
each number, segueing from one bit of  “good
news” to the next.  

An enthusiastic rendition of  “Good News,”
sung by the entire student body seated in groups
around the gym, closed the show on an upbeat
note, but the fun was just beginning.  Moments
later, they adjourned to the soccer field for a day
of  spring fling 2014 fun.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

The May King and Queen, sixth graders Payton

Davis and Maryn Richardson, preside over the

Spring Fling 2014 proceedings.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

The 3K class rocks the “Thrift Shop” look.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

In a farewell performance, the eighth grade class sings the “Quadratic Formula” song.  Next year, they'll be leaving Madison Academy for high school.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

“And it's one, two, three strikes you're out....” The third grade pantomimes

“Take Me Out to the Ball Game.”

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

All the second grade animals gather around to hear “What Does the Fox Say?”

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, April 25, 2014

Strumming on palm frond ukeleles, the 5K class sing “Hosanna.”



Story Submitted by
Florida Department of
Health
Bureau of  Tobacco Free
Florida.

Sm o k e - f r e e
m u l t i u n i t
housing, a

growing trend through-
out the country, is mak-
ing its way to Florida.

Across the state, there
are more than 500
smoke-free multiunit
housing properties and
73,000 smoke-free units.

Twenty-two resi-
dential properties in
nearby Leon County
have already imple-
mented smoking-free
policies. “There’s a fear

of  alienating resident
smokers, but most com-
munities that have tak-
en the leap consider
smoke-free housing an
edge over the competi-
tion and have deter-
mined that there is a
market for this prod-
uct"  according to Chip
Tatum, the former Gov-
ernment Affairs Direc-
tor for the Florida
Apartment Associa-
tion.

For property man-
agers and landlords,
smoke-free policies can
have economic bene-
fits. More than 80 per-
cent of  Floridians are
non-smokers. Many

people who do smoke
do not permit smoking
in their homes. Given
these numbers, many
properties have very
successfully marketed
their smoke-free policy
as an amenity, not a re-
striction. Smokefree
policies can save mon-
ey by eliminating the
need to repair or re-
place carpeting, floors,
fixtures, countertops or
appliances damaged by
burns or nicotine
stains. At the end of  a
lease, smoke-free units
require less turnover
time due to fewer
preparation and re-
painting needs.

In one Florida sur-
vey of  421 managers of
smoke-free properties,
99.5 percent of  the
managers agreed that
smoke-free policies do
not hurt occupancy
and 30.1 percent be-
lieved that they in-
creased occupancy.

Tobacco smoke can
move along air ducts,
through cracks in the
walls and floors,
through elevator shafts
and along plumbing
and electrical lines af-
fecting units that are
nearby. Therefore,
there are also numer-
ous benefits for resi-
dents as tobacco smoke
contains more than
7,000 chemicals, hun-
dreds of  which are tox-

ic and at least 70 known
to cause cancer. Expo-
sure, even for short pe-
riods of  time, can be
dangerous.

“A home should be
a safe place for every-
one, especially for chil-
dren, people with
existing health condi-
tions, and the elderly
who are more vulnera-
ble to the effects of  sec-
ondhand smoke,” said
Leila C. Rykard, Hu-
man Program Services
Specialist. “By making
sure that residential
buildings are 100 per-
cent smoke-free, prop-
erty managers are
protecting tenants
from the dangers of
toxic smoke and from
the risk of  deadly
smoking-related fires.”

The following are
some of  the reasons
why it’s critical to pro-
tect tenants from expo-
sure to secondhand
smoke:

• S e c o n d h a n d
smoke exposure is
causally linked to heart
disease, stroke, several
cancers, lower respira-
tory illness and im-
paired lung function.

• Each year, among
U.S. nonsmokers, expo-
sure to secondhand
smoke causes an esti-
mated 33,000 prema-
ture deaths from heart
disease and about 3,400
premature deaths from
lung cancer.

• Nonsmokers ex-
posed to secondhand
smoke at home or at
work increase their
risk of  developing

heart disease by 25 to
30 percent and their
risk of  developing lung
cancer by 20 to 30 per-
cent.

• S e c o n d h a n d
smoke can trigger an
asthma attack. A se-
vere asthma attack can
put a child’s life in dan-
ger.

• In the first two
years of  life, children
exposed to secondhand
smoke have more than
a 50 percent increased
risk of  getting bronchi-
tis and pneumonia.

• Infants exposed to
secondhand smoke are
at a greater risk of  Sud-
den Infant Death Syn-
drome (SIDS). SIDS is
the sudden, unex-
plained, unexpected
death of  an infant in
the first year of  life.
SIDS is the leading
cause of  death in other-
wise healthy infants.

Secondhand smoke
is not the only danger
associated with tobac-
co use at home. Smok-
ing-related fires are the
leading cause of  fire
deaths in residential
buildings. These fires
are eight times more
likely to result in death
than fires that start
from another source.
Smoking-related fires
in residential buildings
result in an average of
approximately 365
deaths, 925 injuries and
$326 million in proper-
ty loss each year.

For more informa-
tion, visit tobac-
cofreeflorida.com/smok
efreehousing.
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HEALTH
Madison Is Encouraging Local Residential

Buildings To Go Smoke-free
- Smoke-free Policies Can Protect Residents From
Secondhand Smoke And Smoking-Related Fires -



By Rose Klein
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison
Ve t e r i n a r y
Clinic is host-

ing an open house that
is open to the public on
Thursday, May 1 from
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Dr.
John Lewis, Dr. Darren
Baxley and staff, will
be showing off  their
shiny new
e q u i p m e n t ,
fresh paint
and new cab-
inets and
floors to
clients and
p o t e n t i a l
c l i e n t s .
The open
house is
to show-
case the
e f f o r t s
of  the
c l i n i c
that is
i n t e n d -
ed to
provide
c l i e n t s
and their
pets the “finest in
veterinary care.”

Dr. Lewis and
staff  moved into the
building 22 years ago
and felt it was well past
time to remodel and up-
date their facilities and
equipment. The reno-
vations began in Octo-
ber of  2013, which was
evident by the ham-
mers, saws and drilling

and may have been a
little tough on clients
(furry clients includ-
ed), but Dr. Lewis feels
the effort will be well
worth the dust and
noise incurred from
the remodeling.

When you walk
into the back office, the
first thing you may no-
tice is new tile on all

the floors, where

it used to be
o u t - d a t e d
vinyl that was

hard to keep
clean and looking good.
Walls have received
new coats of  paint and
additions of  large, new
cabinets that give the
staff  plenty of  room to
stock preventatives,
grooming supplies and
food for customers.
There is a third exam
room, which staff
member Amanda Ober-
schlake says has been
beneficial in keeping
appointments on track
and all rooms are now
equipped with lift ta-
bles, allowing dogs to
be easily lowered and
raised electronically,
eliminating heavy lift-
ing for the vet staff  as
well as making it easier
for pets. The lift tables
are popular with all the
staff, especially Amber
Lastinger, who said the
tables are her favorite
change in the remodel
because she no longer
has to struggle by pick-
ing up large dogs.

The largest renova-
tion, however, has to be
the grooming depart-
ment and long-time
groomer, Sheila Martin
couldn’t be more
pleased. Everything

Martin had to do in
grooming a dog, used to
be in one room. Check-
ing pets in or out,
bathing, cutting hair
and drying the dog af-
ter grooming. She was
also required to use the
medical staff ’s washer
and dryer and kennels.
After the remodel, now
when a client walks in
for grooming, Martin

can meet them out-
side her grooming

area, in a small re-
ception area built
just for that. Her
grooming room
also has a new lift
table, allowing
her to raise or
lower a dog with-
out bending
down and pick-
ing it up to cut
hair or nails.
Her new
bathing tub
has a pull
out ramp
where dogs
can walk
into the tub

from the floor,
also a back saver for
Martin. After groom-
ing, there is now anoth-
er room the dogs will
go to dry and the room
also boasts its own
washer and dryer and
addition of  more ken-
nels. When asking Mar-
tin what her favorite
thing was in her new
space, she couldn’t de-
cide, because she said,
she loved it all.

Dr. Lewis said he is
excited about the
changes and hopes
everyone will come by
on the day of  the open
house and see what the
hardworking and tal-
ented contractors have
accomplished. The clin-
ic will be serving com-
plimentary all-beef  hot
dogs, chips and drinks
as a way of  saying
thank you for your sup-
port during the time of
remodeling.

Madison Veteri-
nary Clinic is located at
119 SW Captain Brown
Rd., in Madison. For
more information, call
(850) 973-6936 or visit
them at their new web-
site www.madvet.net.
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY
Madison Veterinary Clinic

To Hold Open House

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

Dr. Lewis, the owner

of the Madison Veteri-

nary Clinic, is pleased

with the new equipment

and the re-modeling that

the business has re-

ceived.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

The grooming department received a new

bathing tub for the animals. This bathing tub allows

for the pets to walk into the tub from the floor, which

will also save Sheila Martin from having to do some

heavy lifting.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

Amanda Oberschlake is shown organizing the

new cabinets that now hold preventatives, grooming

supplies and food for the customers.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

A new table has been placed in every examina-

tion room at the Madison Veterinary Clinic. These lift-

ing tables have been placed in order to prevent

heavy lifting from the vet staff and also to make it

easier on the pets. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

A new room has been added on to the Veterinary

Clinic. After grooming, the dogs will be carried to the

room shown above in order for them to dry off. This

room also has new kennels, a washer and dryer and

also supplies that the grooming department will use

while grooming the animals. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By
Rose Klein, April 24, 2014

Sheila Martin, who

works in the grooming

department, is very excit-

ed about the new facili-

ties and space that she

has received from the

renovation of the build-

ing.



$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NW Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. Equal 
Housing Opportunity

rtn, c

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

WANTED

YARD
SALE

FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

HELP WANTED

Buy, Sell or
Trade In The 

Classifieds

Call Call 
973-4141973-4141

One Man’s
Junk Is 

Another Man’s 
Treasure 

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . 
- - - LEGALS - - -
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Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com

AUCTION

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
4/28/2014 THROUGH 5/4/2014

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty

work with the elderly. If you
can use me, I am available

for any shift. Excellent 
references. 464-7276 (Cell).

3/26 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the

Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing) Newly 
Renovated 1120 square

foot. Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141.

10/16 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing 

designed for low income
families 150 SW 
Bumgardner Dr. 

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711 Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Be A CNA
Would you like to work as a
nursing assistant? Become a

CNA. Quest Training offers a
nurse taught, 40 hr. prep class.
No GED required if age 18 yr.

Day and Evening classes. 
386-362-1065.

4/2 - 4/30, pd

1/4 inch coat galvanized 
steel cable for sale

.15 cent a foot. We have as much
as you need. (850) 464-3041.

3/12 - rtn, n/c

Newspaper Bundles 
For Sale $1 each

Greene Publishing, Inc.
1695 S. SR 53 in Madison

(850) 973-4141.

3/12 - rtn, n/c

CDL Class A 
Driver Needed

2 years verified experience.  
Runs mostly SE extended
area. Good 2 year MVR.

Blue Cross and blue shield
health insurance offered.

(850) 929-2279.

4/11 - rtn, c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Just received a new 
supply of repo homes. 

Great price! Call for details
(386) 466-8315.

1/29 - rtn, c

Advertising Sales 
Representative 

(salesman) needed.
Our newspaper office is
seeking an outstanding 

individual to join or sales
team. Do you possess a
sunny, friendly attitude?

Can you talk with 
customers easily and help

them feel at home?  
Do you have a good 

personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone?

If you are a team player,
able to handle multiple
tasks, have a friendly 

can-do- attitude, a great
work ethic, are organized,
and self-motivated then
this job might be just for

you. Valid Driver’s 
License a must! Apply 

in person only at 
Greene Publishing, Inc’s 
newspaper office, located

at 1695 South SR 53, 
in Madison.

Too Much Junk? – Do you
have a garage or barn or 

attic full of junk and want
it clean? Granddad’s barn
that needs to be cleaned or
removed? Let us make you
an offer on it all – And we

clean it up at the same
time. Call 850-973-7916

and leave a message.

2/26 - rtn, n/c

We want your Ghosts!!
We are collecting 

YOUR stories of Ghosts, 
Goblins, Spooks, Specters, 
Aliens, Haunted Houses, 

Paranormal Events, Angels,
and any other Supernatural

Tales from Madison 
County and surrounding 

counties. We want personal 
experiences, legends, and

family traditions. Call 
850-973-7916 and 
leave a message.

2/26 - rtn, n/c

Queen Pillow Top 
Mattress and Box Set. 
New, still in company 

plastic. $195 obo. 
(850) 596-6437.

4/16 - 4/30, pd

Busy medical practice
looking for part-time 
medical assistance.

Send resume to CIMG 
293 W Base Street 
Madison, Fl 32340.

4/16 - 4/30, c

Set of four (4) “Weld”
(Mountain Crusher) 

billet aluminum wheels
8 lug with bolt on center

caps. Fits Dodge or 
Chevy. $200 OBO. 

Call (229) 460-5296.

3/26 - rtn, n/c

A few chickens and a 
rooster for my yard.

(850) 661-6868.
4/9 - rtn, n/c

Staff Assistant for 
North Florida Rural

Health Workforce 
Development Network.

See www.nfcc.edu
for details.

4/9 - 4/30, c
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Reduce your stress!
2 BD 2 BA home - lawn
maintenance, water, trash
disposal, taxes, insurance
all included in one year

lease. Access to fishing lake
and a secure semi-gated

community in Madison, Fl.
$700/month, $800 deposit.

Accepting applications.
(850) 464-7051 

or 464-7052.
4/30, 5/7, pd

RN’s NEEDED!!
If you love patient-centered 

health care with real 
relationships inside a

company that encourages
fun on and off the clock, 

then DaVita is the place for
you. We offer career 

options to fit your lifestyle!
DaVita has openings now
in Madison, for RN’s the

hours are M-W-F 
5 a.m. – 5 p.m. Dialysis 
experience is strongly 

preferred but DaVita will
train. Why wait? Explore 

a career with DaVita 
today! Apply online at:

http://careers.davita.com
or contact Tiffy Christian 

at 877-482-7625. 
DaVita is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.
http://careers.davita.com

2011 DaVita Inc. 
All rights reserved.

4/23, 4/30, c

Primrose Oil Company, an
organization since 1916,

seeks sales reps for 
commercial, industrial,

agricultural and 
construction accounts.
Excellent commissions, 

opportunity for 
advancement w/benefits.
Training provided. Email

resume with current 
address included to Shawn
Choate at schoate@prim-
rose.com for info packet.

4/25, 4/30, pd

Advent Christian Village
658-5627 or 

www.acvillage.net
Be Your Best 

Among the Best!

LPNs & RNs
Positions available in 
long-term care setting; 

unrestricted Florida license
& knowledge of LTC 
regulation required; 

supervisory experience &
LTC experience strongly

preferred.  Must be 
committed to personalized

& compassionate elder
care, maintain a minimum
work schedule, maintain

training requirements, and
support & participate in

multidisciplinary approach
to patient care.

CNAs – Full Time 
& Part Time 

Valid FL CNA certificate
required; long-term care

experience and knowledge
of Florida LTC regulations

preferred.  Must be 
committed to personalized

& compassionate elder
care, maintain minimum

work schedule, and 
maintain certification 

and training.
Competitive benefits plus
access to onsite daycare

and fitness facilities.  Apply
in person at Personnel 

Office Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m., or fax resume/

credentials to (386) 
658-5160.  EOE / 

Drug-Free Workplace /
Criminal background

checks required.

4/30, 5/7, c

Under the Authority of the Self-Service Storage Facility Act, Section 83.805 the
described below has been seized for nonpayment of rent and other accrued ex-
penses. The property consists primarily of household & personal goods in units
rented by: Laura Storey, Katrina Aikens and Randy Littleton. The property will be
sold at auction to the highest bidder as provided by the Self-Storage Facility Act,
Section 83.806. the sale will be held Saturday May 3, 2014., at the Madison Mini
Storage, 1098 E. U.S. Hwy 90, in Madison, Florida. For further information call
850-973-2008.

4/25, 4/30

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, 
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious name of North Florida Eye Partners located at 234 SW
Range Ave, in the County of Madison, in the City of Madison, Florida 32340 in-
tends to register the said name with the Division of Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dated at Madison County, Florida, this 28 day of April, 2014.
South Georgia Eye Partners DBA North Florida Eye Partners.

4/30

CNAs – Full Time 3 – 11
Competitive wages

Benefits include health and
dental insurance, PTO and

more. Long term care 
experience preferred.
Applications accepted

weekdays 8 a.m. - 4p.m.
EOE   F/M/D/V.

4/30, 5/7, c

AUCTION SATURDAY
MAY 10 AT 6:30 P.M.
MADISON AUCTION

HOUSE. 1693 SW 
MOSELEY HALL RD
(CR360) 850 973-1444

SELLING ITEMS FOR A
MAJOR RETAILER. TO
MANY ITEMS TO LIST.

SAVE OVER STORE
PRICES AND HAVE

SOME FUN. WE ARE AIR
CONDITIONED 10%
BUYERS PREMIUM. 

MC, VISA, DISCOVER, 
DEBIT CARDS, CHECKS
AND CASH ACCEPTED.
AU3968 Brandon Mugge

Auctioneer, AB2490.

4/30, 5/7, pd

2nd Annual Pinetta 
Community Center 18

Family Yard Sale
Yard sale to be held 

Saturday, May 3 from 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sponsored
by Pinetta Volunteer Fire
Rescue. Chicken dinners
will be served at lunch.

Come shop for some 
great deals at the Pinetta 
Community. Look for the

big yellow sign.
4/30, n/c

Adoption
Devoted, Affectionate, 

Professional couple will
help you, unconditionally
love. Hands on with your
baby. Maintain contact. 
Allowed expenses paid.

Doug & Liz 866-777-9344
- Susan Stockman- FL 

#0342521.

Auctions
Custom Home on 145±

acres and 16 Home Sites at
Lake Guntersville. Some

selling Absolute Scottsboro,
AL Saturday May 17th 10

a.m.www.targetauction.com

800 473-3939 
djacobs#5060.

Retire to Kentucky’s 
BlueGrass Country! 
Enjoy maintenance 

freeliving! BRAND NEW
LUXURY HOMES 

Beautiful 3 BR, 3 BA,
1,800 sf, from the low

$200’s. Lowest price per sq
ft in the area! Mild climate,

low taxes, minutes to 
shopping, dining, medical

& Keeneland Horse 
Racing. Perfect for 

retirement/2nd home. 
Call now for details: 
877-333-2412, x 121 

SugarTreeHomes.com.

Help Wanted
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for US Xpress! 

Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local

CDL Training. Job ready in
15 days! 1-888-368-1964.

Experienced OTR 
Flatbed Drivers earn 

50 up to 55 cpm loaded.
$1000 sign on to 

Qualified drivers. Home
most weekends. Call: 

843-266-3731 / 
www.bulldoghiway.com

EOE

Business Opportunities
OWN YOUR own 

Medical Alert Company. 
Be the 1st and Only 

Distributor in your area!
Unlimited $ return. Small
investment required. Call
toll free 1-844-225-1200.

Educational Services
AIRLINE CAREERS 
begin here - Get FAA 

approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician

training. Housing and 
Financial Aid for qualified

students. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

877-741-9260 
www.FixJets.com.

Miscellaneous
NURSING CAREERS 

begin here - Get trained in
months, not years. Small
classes, no waiting list. 

Financial aid for qualified
students. Apply now at

Centura Institute Orlando
(888) 220-3219.

Real Estate
LOANS FOR 

LANDLORDS!
We Finance From 5-500
Units As Low As 5.5 %. 

1-4 Fam, Townhome, 
Condos OK. Contact B2R:

1-855-940-0227
www.B2RFinance.com.

NEAR BOONE, 
NC 2+/-ac. tract 350ft of
rushing streams 3000ft 
elevation private and 
secluded underground 

utilities and paved roads
from only $9900. Call 
1-877-717-5263 ext91.



By Fran Hunt
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Aucilla Christian Academy Lady
Warriors took their fourth consecutive
District title on April 17 against

Munroe, with a 5-0 victory, after an interesting
turn of  events.

Coach Becky Lauth explained that since
Tallavana dropped out of  the district, there were
only three teams in the playoffs, giving Aucilla,
the number one seed, a bye for the first game,
which was originally slated for April 15, was
rained out, and then set for April 16.

On April 16, FAMU was to face off  against
Munroe, but FAMU did-
n’t show up, giving
Munroe the win by a for-
feit, which pitted rivals
ACA and Munroe
against each other in the

championship game on April 17.
The game was very tight during the first five

innings, when neither team could score. Then,
in the sixth inning, the Lady Warriors gave the
war chant, hit the warpath and knocked five
runs in, which resulted in the win.

As a team, at the plate, the Lady Warriors
had 26 plate appearances, 25 at bats, with eight
hits, seven singles, one double, four RBIs, five
runs and five strikeouts. 

Whitney Stevens had three plate appear-
ances, three at bats, one hit, one single and one
strikeout.

Emma Witmer had two plate appearances,
two at bats and one strikeout.

Natalie Sorensen had three plate appear-
ances, three at bats, two hits, one single, one dou-
ble, two RBIs and one run.

Ramsey Sullivan had three plate appear-
ances, three at bats, one hit, one single and one
strikeout.

Kelly Horne had three plate appearances,
three at bats, one hit, one single and one run.

Abigail Morgan had three plate appearances,
two at bats, one hit, one single, one RBI and one
strikeout.

Elizabeth Hightower had three plate appear-
ances, three at bats, one hit, one single, one RBI
and one run.

Taylor Copeland had three plate appear-
ances, three at bats and one strikeout.

Carly Joiner had three plate appearances,
three at bats, one hit, one single and one run.

On the field, as a team, the Lady Warriors
had 27 total chances, six assists, 21 putouts and a
fielding percentage of  1.000.

Stevens had two total chances, one assist,
one putout and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Sorensen had one total chance, one putout
and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Sullivan had eight total chances, four assists,
four putouts and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Horne had nine total chances, nine putouts
and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Morgan had four total chances, four putouts
and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Hightower had one total chance, one assist
and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

Joiner had two total chances, two putouts
and a fielding percentage of  1.000.

On the mound, Stevens pitched seven in-
nings, giving up three hits, one walk, no runs
and striking out nine batters.
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SPORTS

Rates
as

Low
as

FINANCING
for all types of

CREDIT

ALL TRADE-INS
ARE WELCOME

Several
TIME BUYER

programs
AVAILABLE

LOW
DOWN PAYMENTS

*Rate & Payments based on $800 down and 4.95% for 72 months. W.A.C. Dealer Not Responsible for Typographical Errors

st

1

YOUR QUALITY PRE-OWNED DEALER

850-574-8200
2168 W Tennessee St. Tallahassee directautoexchange.com•

Plenty of Vehicles To Choose From! Se Habla Español

*

2.49%

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk:516645,
Sunroof, Alloys

$280*
Per
Month

2007 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER

Stk:184631
Low Miles, Very Nice!

$211*Per
Month

2011 DODGE AVENGER HEAT

Stk:523861,
All Power, Alloys!

$245*Per
Month

2012 NISSAN ALTIMA S

Stk:544658,
Like New!

$297*
Per
Month

2009 FORD ESCAPE XLT

Stk:C04548,
All Power, Alloys!

$263*
Per
Month

2003 HONDA ACCORD EX V6

Stk:115991, Low Miles,
One Owner!

$194*Per
Month

2007 HONDA CIVIC LX

Stk:129944,
Low Miles & Nice!

$211*
Per
Month

2010 FORD FUSION SEL

Stk:340700,
Very Nice Car!

$263*Per
Month

2012 DODGE AVENGER SE

Stk:115083,
AT, AC, All Power!

$263*
Per
Month

Stk:515747
Low Miles!

$280*Per
Month

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

Stk:D052449, Only 32k Miles!

$499*
Per
Month

10 FORD F-150 4X4XLT
Stk:628917, Wow Only 29k Miles!

$434*Per
Month

11 DODGE RAM SLT

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS

Stk:156504,
True Gas Saver!

$297*
Per
Month

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA SE

Stk:172180
Low Miles, Very Nice!

$314*
Per
Month

2009 CADILLAC CTS

Stk:159290,
What A Ride!

$366*
Per
Month

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA SV

Stk:868406,
Only 40k Miles!

$383*
Per
Month

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

Stk:618435,
Only 48k Miles!

$245*
Per
Month

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

Stk:661685,
Very Nice!

$172*Per
Month

2012 FORD FUSION SEL

Stk:250111,
Leather, One Owner!

$280*
Per
Month

2010 CHEVROLET HHR LT

Stk:536626,
Double Sharp!

$245*
Per
Month

Stk:191361, Leather, Sunroof!

$194*Per
Month

06 CHEVROLET IMPALA

Stk:467005,
Gas Saver!

$228*Per
Month

2010 NISSAN VERSA

2012 CHRYSLER 200 TOURING

Stk:260579,
One Owner, Nice!

$263*
Per
Month

2008 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT

Stk:278216,
One Owner!

$245*
Per
Month

Stk:468255, Absolutely Beautiful!

$263*Per
Month

10 NISSAN ALTIMA

 BAILEY MONUMENT CO

 740252

Lady Warriors Take Fourth
Consecutive District Title

Photo Submitted

The Aucilla Christian Academy Lady Warriors defeated Munroe, 5-0 to win their fourth consecutive District Championship. Pictured left to right are Lindsey

Davis, Brianna Nolan, Monique Restrepo, Megan Schofill, Ashlyn Rogers, Natalie Sorensen, Ramsey Sullivan, Courtney Watts, Whitney Stevens, Gaige Winchester,

Kelly Horne, Taylor Copeland, Abigail Morgan, Carly Joiner, Elizabeth Hightower, Emma Witmer and Stormie Roberts.
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Call Us Today!

Call us today to chat with one of our Metal Roof Specialists and 
find out how a Premium Metal Roof will not only add incredible curb 
appeal to your project, but will also help you save BIG on your 
next energy bill!

All of our Roofing Systems are engineered and ready for 
installation, and in many cases can be mounted directly over 
your current roofing material.

1(855) IT-LASTS (485-2787)
www.GulfCoastSupply.com

RECEIVE UP TO 

$500 TAX CREDIT
CALL OR STOP BY OUR SHOWROOM IN ALACHUA TODAY FOR DETAILS   
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The Day I Gave My Life To Jesus Christ
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

From my book,
Sudden Death: God's
Overtime. The follow-
ing is my conversion
experience about the
day that I surrendered
my will and my life to
my Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ and
received much more in
return that anything I
can ever give. Jesus laid
down His life on the
cross for my sins, for
your sins, for the sins of
the world. Give Him
your life today. I would
love to hear about the
day you gave your heart
to Jesus Christ and was
born again. Please
email me at jacobbem-
bry@hotmail.com with
your information. I
would love to hear your
story and do an article

on it. 
I remember that

day very well.
I was 11 years old

and in the fifth grade at
Howard Middle School
in Monticello.  My
homeroom teacher at
the time was Mr. Ron
Maddux. I did not know
who Mr. Maddux was. I
just knew he was a
young guy who had
kind of  long hair and
taught Social Studies. I
also knew that he intro-
duced the class to the
very first video camera
and recorder that any
of  us had ever seen. He
had borrowed the
equipment from some-
where. I guess it may
have been from Florida
State University or
North Florida Junior
College. He brought it
into the classroom to

show us how it worked.
I do not know how the
rest of  the class felt but
I was amazed and at the
same time terrified of
the new invention.

I am usually that
way with any new
gadget. I always want
the latest laptop or
Kindle or iPod or iPad
or iPhone or Droid. I
have a house full of
gadgets (usually the
ones I can afford on the
lower end of  the price
scale and even then I
don’t know if  I can real-
ly afford them). The
part that terrifies me
about them is the way
that they could be and
sometimes are used
against us. It seems to
be getting simpler and
simpler to hack into a
computer. Several
times in one week, I

had my Facebook
account hacked into
from Fort Worth, Texas
and I do not even know
anyone in Fort Worth.

One day, I was talk-
ing to Mama and telling
her about my teachers
when she mentioned
that one of  the neigh-
bors had told her that
Mr. Maddux was the
preacher at the
Assembly of  God
Church in Monticello. I
had been to that church
several times with my
family. We usually went
at Christmas or if  there
was a revival there.
Daddy had to work a lot
on Sundays, so Sunday
church was not really
an option for us at that
time. It would soon
change, though. One 

Story Continued On

Page 4B

Photo Submitted

God used Ron Maddux, pictured with his wife,
Penny, to lead me to the Lord when he was my
fifth grade Social Studies teacher. 



day, I asked my mom if  she
wanted me to tell Mr.
Maddux anything for her
and she answered, “Tell
him to pray for me.” Well, I
saw Mr. Maddux in the
lunchroom one day that
week and told him what
Mama had said, just
expected him to add her to
the prayer list. Now, let me
tell you, Mr. Maddux was a
true evangelistic preacher
who had a heart for mis-
sions. He wanted people to
be saved and to be healed.
He showed up that
Saturday at my house with
our insurance man, James
Browder, who would later
become a preacher him-
self. 

Saturday meant visita-
tion day for churches in
Monticello. Saturday
meant Championship
Wrestling from Florida for

me and I wasn’t going to
tear myself  away from the
television for any preacher
or teacher, let alone a life
insurance salesman. They
came in and sat down next
to me on the couch and
joined in as I watched leg-
endary announcer Gordon
Solie on the tube. I remem-
ber that Saturday that
Harley Race and Eddie
Graham were on there.
Harley Race would go on to
win multiple world titles in
the make-believe world of
pro wrestling but I under-
stand that he was truly a
legitimate tough guy.
Anyway, Harley was brag-
ging on how hard his head
was and he challenged
Graham to break a con-
crete block on the top of
his head with a sledgeham-
mer. I was afraid that
Harley, who was always a

bad guy in Florida, would
start cussing right there in
front of  Mr. Maddux and
Mr. Browder, but he didn’t.
I did not realize that in the
1970s there was no profani-
ty allowed on television. I
heard my neighbors talk
about the swear words that
were tossed about between
the wrestlers at the Sports
Stadium in Tallahassee.
My daddy’s sister Nina
had even been barred from
there before because she
slapped  J.C. Dykes, the
manager of  the Infernos
(or maybe it was Dr. Ken
Ramey, the manager of  the
Interns). He had apparent-
ly cursed at her and she
gave him what-for.
Anyway, on television, the
block was broken and my
teacher-preacher com-
mented on how hard
Harley’s head was. He then

invited me to church,
prayed with mama and
left.

The next day, Mama
made me get up and made
me go to church. I tried
arguing with my mother to
no avail. She did not listen.
I had embarrassed her by
actually telling Mr.
Maddux to pray for her,
which he came to our
house and did. Now, I was
going to have to pay her
back by actually going to
church on a Sunday School
bus, of  all things. For good-
ness sake, didn’t I have to
ride a bus to school five
days a week? I would find
out later, it was the best dis-
cipline that was ever
forced on me. The Sunday
School bus arrived. I can’t
remember the colors exact-
ly. I think it may have been
white with blue lettering.

My mind is conjuring up a
Partridge Family style bus.
That may have been right
for the body of  the bus, but
not the design on the out-
side. I meet the driver,
Gene Sculley, who has
some sons, Dan and Doug
Sculley, and step-sons,
Keith and Jeff  Allen, who
attend the church. I also
see a friend on the bus. It is
Ricky Williams. Ricky and
I had become fast friends
the year before when I had

started fourth grade in
Monticello. He and I had
enjoyed many fun after-
noons on long school bus
rides playing bee bee bush
and thumps. Bee bee bush
is a simple game where if
someone says a word that
begins with a “b” (such as
my last name, Bembry)
then they get punched.
Thumps is a game where
you thump your oppo
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nent’s knuckles with the
index finger. I think we
also played “mercy,”
where you interlocked
hands and a person tried
to get the upper hand and
make their opponent cry
for mercy. Ricky and I
enjoyed rough games. We
were boys. That day, dur-
ing the church service, I
listened fascinated as Mr.
Maddux shared the gospel
of  Jesus Christ with the
church. He was animated.
He was funny. Mr. Maddux
preached and kind of
sounded like Jerry Clower
telling one of  his hilarious
stories about life in Yazoo
City, Miss. Pastor Ron
would tell about his life
growing up in Atlanta, Ga.

When it came time to
do the altar call, though,
Mr. Maddux got serious. I
mean dead serious. He
could preach anyone
under conviction but that
day, it felt like he was

speaking right to me.
When he gave the invita-
tion, I was not the only
one at that altar. I remem-
ber that there were sever-
al others there, also. I
guess he had been speak-
ing only to them too. I was
only eleven years old and
there was not a lot that I
had done as an eleven-
year-old that could be
called sin, but there was
sin in my life. I had lied. I
had been disobedient to
my parents, but one sin
stuck out over all the
other sins. I had not
accepted Jesus Christ as
my Savior. That fact made
me feel like the worst sin-
ner in the world. Although
I had never murdered any-
one, I had murdered
Jesus. I was just as guilty
as the crowd who had
shouted “Crucify Him.”
My hands were as dirty as
those of  Pontius Pilate,
who had washed his

hands of  the matter and,
yet, Pilate’s hands would
never come clean. I was as
guilty as the Roman sol-
diers who had scourged
Jesus and who had driven
the nails in his hands and
feet.  I had to do something
to make myself  a child of
the King of  Kings. That
day, I became one as I was
born again and washed in
the blood that Jesus shed
on the Cross at Calvary. 

I will not lie to you
and say that life has been
easy for me the past thir-
ty-nine years. I strayed as
a teenager and then
returned to Christ at the
age of  twenty-one. I did
not start going to church
again full-time until I was
thirty years old. Since
then, I have been faithful
in church attendance. I
need that encouragement
from fellow believers each
week. I need to be taught
the Word. I need to study
the Word. I need to live the
Word. Ricky asked me if  I
felt any different when I
returned to my seat in the
sanctuary next to him. I
told him, “Yeah. A little, I
guess.” I was not giving
God enough credit. I still
feel that I don’t give God
enough credit. Every day, I
still see God’s miracles
unfold before me and I try
to remember to give him
the glory. 

The Day I Gave My
Life To Jesus
Christ
Cont. From Page 4B

Bible Reading 
Marathon Taking Place

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing,
Inc. 

On Sunday
evening, April 27, at 6
p.m., a marathon
began in Madison as
volunteers began read-
ing the Word of  God
around the clock. Set
up in the Four
Freedoms Park in
Madison, the readers
have sat before a
microphone and the
Bible, the readers have
been reading every
word written whether
it was penned by
Moses in the Book of
Genesis and they will
read all the way
through to the apostle
John's apocalyptic
writing in the Book of
Revelation. 

No matter which
author may have writ-
ten the books they
read from, the readers
understand that the
words were actually
authored by inspira-
tion from God Himself. 

Cody Cline, who
attends Madison
County High School,
has read the Bible at
the Four Freedoms
Park a few times him-
self. He said the part
that he likes is being
able to share the Word
of  God. Cody is the son
of  Tim and Emily
Cline. 

Twins, Emmie and
Georgia Phillips, the
daughters of  Jed and
Selena Phillips, have
been reading the Bible
at the Four Freedoms
Park each year for
almost their entire
lives. They began
when they were two or

three years old and
their grandmother,
Margie Phillips, would
give them the words
from the Bible which
they would repeat. 

Lindsey English
has a remarkable story
herself. As a child, she
struggled with a learn-
ing disability and the
inability to learn to
read. Her reader
instructor, Margaret
Taylor, would not give
up on her and now
reading is one of  her
favorite things in the
world to do. She enjoys
being able to read the
Bible during the Bible
marathon each year.
Her brother, A.J., and

her sister, Amanda,
also enjoy the privi-
lege. They are the chil-
dren of  Amon and
Edna Doyle. 

Younger people are
not the only ones who
enjoy reading the
Word of  God during
the Bible marathon.
People of  all ages par-
ticipate in getting the
Word of  God out to
Madison County. If
you get a chance, why
not stop by and listen
to the Word of  God
yourself  and, if  there
are still slots available,
why not sign up to
read? 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

A.J. Doyle reads the Bible during the Bible reading marathon. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

Lindsey English, though she struggled with

reading as a child, develop the ability to read

thanks to her teacher, Margaret Taylor, not giving

up on her and now, as an adult, she still maintains

the love of reading. 

Story Continued On

Page 6B
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Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Jacob Bembry

As a child, Amanda

Doyle reads the Bible

as her aunt, Margie

Phillips, looks on. She

is now in her late teens

and still enjoys reading

the Bible during 

the Bible reading

marathon. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

Emmie Phillips reads the

Bible as her grandmother, Margie

Phillips, and twin sister, Georgia,

look on. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Jacob Bembry

Cody Cline, who is

now in high school,

enjoys being able to

read the Word of God

during the Bible read-

ing marathon. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

Faith Archambault reads the Bible

during the Bible reading marathon, as

her mother, Misti Archambault, looks

on. The children of Jason and Misti

Archambault enjoy reading the Word of

God during the Bible reading marathon

each year. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

Danny Bembry enjoys reading

the Word of God during the Bible

reading marathon each year. Several

who have listened to him, say that it is

like listening to a professional reading

the Bible on CDs. 

Bible Reading Marathon
Taking Place
Cont. From Page 5B
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National Day Of Prayer Set For 

Thursday At Four Freedoms Park
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing,
Inc. 

As people gather
at the Four Freedoms
Park in Madison on
Thursday, May 1, at
noon, they will be
exercising one of  the
Four Freedoms as
they exhibit their
freedom to worship. 

National Days of
Prayer have been
observed since 1775,
but in 1952, the
United States
Congress formally
recognized the first
Thursday in May as
the National Day of
Prayer. 

In 2011, the
Freedom from
Religion Foundation
unsuccessfully tried
to challenge the
National Day of

Prayer, but their peti-
tion was unanimous-
ly dismissed by a fed-
eral appellate court
in April of  that year. 

Everyone is asked
to gather on the lawn
of  the Four Freedom

Park to pray for
Madison County and
to pray for America.
The ceremony will
formally begin at
noon. There will be
prayer, worship
music and ministry. 

2014 National Prayer
Written by Anne Graham Lotz for
the National Day of  Prayer on
May 1

Lord of  the Universe. Lord of
this planet. Lord of  the nations.
Lord of  our hearts. On this
National Day of  Prayer, we look to
You…

In the darkness, You are our
Light.

In the storm, You are our
Anchor.

In our
w e a k n e s s ,
You are our
S t r e n g t h .
In our
grief, You
are our
Comfort.

In our
despair,
You are
our Hope.

In our confu-
sion, You are our
Wisdom. In
time of  terror-
ism, You are
our Shield. In
time of  war, You
are our Peace.

In times of  uncertainty, You
are the Rock on which we stand.

We make our prayer to You
using the words of  the prophet
Daniel:

O Lord, You are the great and
awesome God, who keeps His
covenant of  love with those who
love Him and keep His command-
ments. You are merciful and for-
giving. You are righteous, but this
day we are covered with shame
because we have sinned against
You, and done wrong. We have
turned away from Your com-
mands and principles. We have
turned away from You.

Yet You have promised in 2
Chronicles 7, that if  we–a people
identified with You–would hum-

ble ourselves, pray, seek Your
face, and turn from our wicked
ways, then You would hear our
prayer, forgive our sin and heal
our land.

So we choose to stop pointing
our finger at the sins of  others,
and examine our own hearts and
lives. We choose to acknowledge
our own sin–our neglect and defi-
ance and ignorance and even

rejection of
You. This

day we
choose to
repent.

I n
response to

our heartfelt
r e p e n t a n c e,
God of

A b r a h a m ,
Isaac and Jacob,
Father of  Jesus
Christ, in keep-

ing with all
Your right-

eous acts
a n d
a c c o r d -
ing to

Your promise, turn away Your
anger and Your wrath from the
United States of  America. Hear
the prayers and petitions offered
to You on this National Day of
Prayer, as we give You our full
attention. Give ear, our God, and
hear; open Your eyes and see. We
do not make requests of  You
because we are righteous, but
because of  Your great mercy.

For the glory of  Your Name
hear our prayer, forgive our sin,
and heal our land.

We ask this in the name of
Your Son Jesus Christ who offers
us salvation from Your judgment,
forgiveness for our sin, and recon-
ciliation with You through His
own blood shed on the Cross.
Amen.

Verse Of The Week
Therefore confess your sins to each

other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a

righteous man is powerful and 
effective.

James 5:16
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Middle Florida Baptist Association Meets
Submitted by Mary
Santerfeit

The annual Middle
Florida Baptist
Association met last
week. Pinetta Baptist
Church was the host
church. 

Pinetta's congrega-
tion served a delicious
meal to the 100-plus peo-
ple in attendance. 

Pre-session music
was played, followed by
a “Call to Focus on the
Lord,” delivered by Dr.
Mike Miller, Director of
Missions for the Middle
Florida Baptist
Association. 

Following Miller's
message, a medley of
songs was presented by
the Association Choir,

led by worship leader, Mary Santerfeit. The songs
included “Church in the Wildwood” and a new

version of  “Jesus Loves Me.” The choir did an
awesome job throughout the entire evening. 

Following the music, Dean Spivey, pastor of
Pinetta Baptist Church served as moderator and
opened the business meeting with a warm wel-
come and prayer. 

Rev. Gabe Krell, pastor of  the First Baptist
Church of  Madison, delivered the opening mes-
sage and did a great job. 

Following Krell's message, the business meet-
ing began with all committees presenting their
reports. Dr. Miller recognized the new officers
and new ministers in the association. He offered
up a prayer for all churches and for new pastors
and new officers. 

A wonderful talk was given on the Florida
Baptist Historical Society and it was noted that
the first association and meeting was held in
Madison County, where the Middle Florida
Baptist Association is still located. 

Julie Boyd, who is loved by all churches, gave
the talk on behalf  of  the Children's Homes in
Florida. Two of  these including the Porch Light
(this is for young girls who have been forced into

Photo submitted

Rev. Dr. Mike Miller
is the Director of
Missions for the Middle
Florida Baptist
Association. Photo submitted

Jackie Watts, pastor of Fellowship Baptist
Church, speaks with Jan Miller, the secretary for
the Middle Florida Baptist Association. Story Continued On Page 10B
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Family Donates 
Wooden Cross To Church

Photo submitted

Rev. Dean Spivey is

the pastor of Pinetta

Baptist Church and is

also the moderator for

the Middle Florida

Baptist Association. 

Photo submitted

Julie Boyd, from the Florida Children's Homes,

left, takes a moment to speak with Letha Hicks. 

sex trafficking) and the
other is an outreach to
the Dominican Republic.
(Volunteers are current-
ly traveling there to build
homes for orphans and
families.) She gave a stir-
ring report on the chil-
dren and the different sit-
uations they may find
themselves involved
with. 

Rev. David Burton,
Evangelism Director for
the Florida Baptist
Convention, brought
forth a message on the
need to evangelize.

Following an altar
call, the altar was filled
with people rededicating
their lives and service to
Christ. 

A prayer of  benedic-
tion was said as the meet-
ing came to an end. 

MFBA Meets
Cont. From Page 9B

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Jacob Bembry, April 21, 2014

When the granddaughter of Gene and the late

Lottie Clark was married the day before Easter at

the same church that her grandparents were mar-

ried in years ago, Gene Clark and family erected a

wooden cross, weighing over 400 pounds in the

church yard for the wedding. The bride and her

groom made the trek of over 3,000 miles from

California for the special wedding ceremony,

which was conducted by Pastor Retis Flowers.

The family graciously donated the cross to

Midway Church of God. The church and its mem-

bers thank Gene Clark and the family for the gen-

erous donation of the beautiful cross. 
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A Brief History Of Macedonia 
Baptist Church From The WPA

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Set about halfway between the
city limits of  Madison and town lim-
its of  the quaint, little but proud
hamlet of  Lee is a white framed
church. Directly across US Highway
90 from the church is a rustic ceme-
tery, which has been cared for by the
families of  the deceased. Abundant
in history, the church has stood at its
current home base for three cen-
turies. Macedonia Baptist Church
has seen the latter part of  the 19th

century, the entire 20th century, and,
so far, the first part of  the 21st centu-
ry. 

During the Great Depression, as
part of  President Franklin
Roosevelt's New Deal program, the
Works Progress Administration
(WPA) was created. A total of
$15,500,000.00 (15.5 million) was allo-
cated to archive the history of
churches throughout the country. A
number of  Madison County church-
es were archived by the WPA, includ-
ing Macedonia Baptist Church. 

According to the WPA record,
which may have been collected by
WPA worker Margaret Jones in 1936,
the church was started in 1860 and
was later incorporated at an
unknown date. The first services
were held in a log church, which was
located across the road from the pres-
ent church, which was erected in
1890 and dedicated in 1894. The
church was repaired in 1927 and
additions began to be added in 1932. 

Rev. J. Woodward was the first
settled pastor of  the church and
served in that capacity from 1860-
1862. At the time, the WPA records
were published, Rev. Jas. A. Nichols

was the pastor of  the church. A grad-
uate of  the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Ky., his address was listed as P.O. Box
116, Madison. 

The church, which was listed as a
quarter-time church, meeting on the
fourth Sunday of  each month, boast-
ed a membership of  233 people. 

Church records from 1890 to the
present were in the custody of    M.C.
Woodard, of  Madison, the church
clerk. The records, which were in two
volumes, showed the minutes of
business meetings, the membership
roll, baptisms and deaths of  church
members. 

The church register, in the cus-
tody of  Rev. Nichols, showed the
membership roll, the baptisms and
the deaths of  church members. 

The church financial records,
from 1890 until the time the WPA
report was filed, were in the custody
of  the church treasurer, O.A.
Henderson, of  Lee. The financial
records showed the receipts and dis-
bursements of  the church. 

There were six volumes of
Sunday School records listed for
Macedonia Baptist Church in the
WPA archives, dating from 1890.
These records showed the pupils,
officers, teachers, attendance, collec-
tions and disbursements. They were
in the custody of  Nonie Milford, of
Madison, the church secretary. 

There was one volume of
Women's Missionary Union (WMU)
records, dating from 1930. These
records listed the members, the min-
utes of  the meetings, the collections
and the disbursements. They were in
the custody of  Mrs. Charlie Milford,
of  Madison. 

Photo Courtesy of State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory

The congregation at Macedonia Baptist Church, circa the 1930s. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry

Macedonia Baptist Church as it stands today. 
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