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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Madison County and
the surrounding areas
were hit hard this week-
end by a powerful storm.
The storm brought with
it many inches of  rain
and hard winds. Over
the last five days, Madi-
son County has gotten
between 6 and 11 inches
of  rain, depending on
the area of  the county. 

According to the
Madison County Road
Department, as of  press
time there were several
roads that drivers should
be cautious driving on
due to water being on the
roads. These roads are
marked with “Water
Over the Road” signs. 

The Madison County
Emergency Manage-
ment team stated that,
“Now that the rain is
gone, the river will con-
tinue to rise. We are
planning to watch it very
closely.” 

County
Soggy
After
Rainy
Weekend

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County Courthouse is one of  the last few court-
houses in the state of  Florida that does not restrict access to the
building, Sheriff  Ben Stewart told the County Commission at the
Feb. 20 meeting.

It was Stewart’s second appearance before the BOCC to talk
about the need to step up security at the courthouse and other
public buildings in Madison, including and especially the Court-
house Annex.  It is a matter of  safety concern to judges, some of
whom have urged the sheriff ’s office to increase building security.
It is also a concern for other courthouse employees, law enforce-
ment officers and members of  the public who need to enter these
buildings.

At his previous appearance, Stewart introduced the newest
member of  the sheriff ’s office, Gene Pride, as the first step to beef
up public safety and courthouse security.  

This time, the Sheriff ’s office had a proposal for the board’s
consideration that would provide needed funds for the security
service project as well as increase traffic safety in Madison Coun-
ty, which is ranked first among 27 Florida counties of  similar size
and population for excessive speed and aggressive driving in gen-
eral.  The county also has a higher traffic fatality rate than other
similar counties.

Taking into account the current tough economic times with
its attendant budget constraints, and the need for better public
safety in the courthouse and on the county roadways, the sheriff ’s
office proposal would fund the extra security equipment partly
with some grant money and partly with revenue from traffic cita-
tions, but it would need an extra traffic unit and an officer to op-
erate it.  If  the county were willing to invest the funds for the
officer’s salary (for which regulations forbid the use of  traffic ci-
tation funds) the added revenue brought in could help pay for the
other added security measures over time, without the need to use
taxpayer dollars or possibly raise tax rates.  As a further nod to
tight budget considerations, the sheriff ’s office would pull a re-
serve vehicle out of  semi-retirement to fill in until it could afford
a new vehicle.

In the matter of  curbing Madison County’s aggressive driving
and excessive speeding, the new traffic unit would go a long way

toward reducing the number of  traffic-related fatalities in the
county and increasing public safety for all drivers, something
Chief  Deputy Epp Richardson described as a “win-win-win” situ-
ation, for public safety on the highways and in county govern-
ment buildings, for law enforcement that must provide it, and for
the tax payers.

The need for added security is driven by several factors, in-
cluding recent high-profile shootings in public places in other
parts of  the country, but closer to home, there is concern among
judges who preside over domestic violence cases where emotions
can run high.  Stewart spoke of  intense encounters from having
to serve people with restraining orders and other domestic vio-
lence injunctions, and Cindy Vees, a volunteer for the Guardian
Ad Litem program, added that being in a judge’s chambers with
upset, angry and possibly unstable family members, who had not
passed through any kind of  security to check for weapons was
“very intimidating.”

“I am ‘amening’ it and ‘amening’ it,” she said of  the added se-
curity measures proposed.

The commission agreed to consider the proposal and come
back at the next meeting with more definite information about
where funding could come from.

In other business, the board approved requests from Director
of  Emergency Operations Tom Cisco to place two repeaters on the
Madison County High School tower.  The addition would give the
EOC a coverage radius of  27 miles of  radio communication, and
also enable Madison County’s group of  amateur radio operators,
whom Cisco described as “go-to guys” in the event of  an emer-
gency knocking out other forms of  communication, to better as-
sist the EOC by providing radio communication.  The repeaters
will go up at the same time the new broadband apparatus is in-
stalled, in order to minimize costs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Agricultural Center, the site of  Madison’s Annual Live-
stock Show, also came under discussion.  The building is in need
of  some repairs and maintenance, and Jackie Johnson has
formed a committee to see what can be done.  Commissioner Rick
Davis agreed to sit on the committee as the county representative
and Cindy Vees, Director of  the Madison Chamber of  Commerce,
also volunteered to serve on the committee.  Jackie Johnson
agreed to serve as committee chair.

County Commissioners
Hear Proposals For

Courthouse Security

Chief Deputy Epp Richardson and Sheriff Ben Stewart address the County
Commissioners about a proposal to fund needed security services at the county
courthouse.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, February 20, 2013
Commissioner Clyde Alexander, Attorney Clay Schnitker and EOC Director

Tom Cisco respond to a question from the audience about installing repeater an-
tennas for better radio communication during emergencies.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, February 20, 2013

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Two people were se-
riously injured in a car
crash on Interstate 10 at
the 265-mile marker on
Saturday, Feb. 23, at ap-
proximately midnight. 

According to a Flori-
da Highway Patrol re-
port, Cleveland
Blackshear, 77. was trav-
eling northeast on Inter-
state 10, leaving the
eastbound rest area
merging lane. 

Two
Seriously
Injured

Madison County
Sheriff  Ben Stewart re-
gretfully reports that cur-
rent Madison County
Sheriff ’s Office Correc-
tions Officer Sergeant
Jesse O. McDaniel died
Wednesday morning, Feb.
20. Sergeant McDaniel
was 53 years of  age. 

Sgt. Jesse McDaniel
served in the United
States Air Force 1978 to
1989 until his honorable
discharge with an   E-5
Rank. Sgt. McDaniel pur-
sued a career with the
Florida Department of
Corrections from 1989 to
2003 and was eventually
employed with the Madi-
son County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice from 2005 until his
passing. 

Sgt. Jesse O. Mc-
Daniel is survived by his
mother, Annie Ruth Mc-
Daniel, sister, Ella Ed-
wards, brother, Willie
McDaniel, and two sons,
Jerrod and Jason Mc-
Daniel. 

Funeral services are as follows: 
Viewing: Cooks and Cooper, Friday, March 1, starting at 5 p.m.  
Funeral services: Saturday, March 2, starting at 11 a.m. at Pineland Mis-

sionary Baptist Church.  

County Correctional
Officer Dies Suddenly

Madison County
Sheriff  Ben Stewart re-
ports that on Tuesday,
Feb. 19, Cpl. Jason Whit-
field of  the Madison
County Sheriff ’s Office
Traffic Division conduct-
ed a traffic stop on a ve-
hicle driven by Michael
Lorenzo Bradham, Jr of
Tallahassee on Inter-
state 10 in Madison
County for speeding.

Man
Arrested
For
Drugs,
VOP

Michael Lorenzo
Bradham,Jr.

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The North Florida Soul Food Festival is prepar-
ing to be held in the beautiful city of  Madison. This
year’s festival will be held March 1-3. The festivities
will also be a celebration of  the city’s 175th anniver-
sary. 

Annual North
Florida Soul Food

Festival Slated
Please See Two Injured on 3A

Please See Arrested on 3APlease See Soul Food on 3A



Laughter is strong medicine for
mind and body.  Laughter is a powerful
antidote to stress, pain, and conflict.
Nothing works faster or more depend-
ably to bring your mind and body back
into balance than a good laugh. Hu-
mor lightens your burdens, inspires
hopes, connects you to others, and
keeps you grounded, focused and
alert.

With so much power to heal and
renew, the ability to laugh easily and
frequently is a tremendous resource
for surmounting problems, enhancing
your relationships, and supporting
both physical and emotional health.

Laughter is good for your
health

Laughter relaxes the whole
body. A good, hearty laugh relieves
physical tension and stress, leaving

your muscles relaxed for up to 45 min-
utes after.

Laughter boosts the immune sys-
tem. Laughter decreases stress hor-
mones and increases immune cells
and infection-fighting antibodies, thus
improving your resistance to disease.

Laughter triggers the release of
endorphins, the body’s natural feel-
good chemicals. Endorphins promote
an overall sense of  well-being and can
even temporarily relieve pain.

Laughter protects the
heart. Laughter improves the function
of  blood vessels and increases blood
flow, which can help protect you
against a heart attack and other car-
diovascular problems.

I personally try to get as much
“Larry the Cable Guy” as I can and say
I am doing it for my health.

Mrs. Emily Vansnipidy, ‘uh fine
upstand’n lady in the community, has
always been against folks own’n guns.
Last weekend her grand daughter,
Susie Vansnipidy, went to the conve-
nience store ta’ fetch ‘uh loaf  of  bread.
When she came out’a the store ‘uh
man grabbed her ‘n was force’n her in
his car. Rudolph ‘n Arnie Sapp hap-
pened ta’ pull up in Rudolph’s pickup.
They seen what was happen’n ‘n Arnie
pulled his pistol out in no time flat. He
said, “ I can hit ‘uh Pepsi can at 30
yards, and I can put ‘uh bullet  up yer’
nose from here before you can hide be-
hind the young lady. Would you like
me ta’ show you?”

The man let Susie go ‘n Rudolph
called the law. The man won’t be try’n
such as that fer’ ‘uh long time.

When Mrs Emily heard what went
down, she had ‘uh change of  mind.
The next day she called Sam Taylor,
the owner of  the feed ‘n seed. Sam
teaches ‘uh class on concealed
weapons. Sam told her he also teaches
gun safety ‘n recommended she take it
first.

I got’a say, there’s ‘uh lot’a folks
that shouldn’t be allowed ta’ have ‘uh

gun. Some ain’t got the good character
ta’ deserve to, ‘n some ain’t safety
minded enough, but acord’n ta’  Mrs
Emily she’s behold’n that Arney Sapp
owns one.

Sincerely yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
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VIEWPOINTS & OPINIONS

Gemini

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

I’ve mentioned be-
fore in this column that
during my youth, I was a
“space groupie.”  By co-
incidence on my 11th
birthday in 1959, NASA
announced the selection
of  the original seven
mercury astronauts.  I
was hooked, line and
sinker.  This was NASA’s
heyday; they’ve never
been able to match the
public enthusiasm since.

Between Mercury
and Apollo was the less-
er known Gemini Pro-
gram in the mid-1960s.
When Gemini made it to
the drawing boards, the
elements of  the moon
mission were under-
stood.  A giant rocket
would propel two space
ships into earth orbit.
From here, they would
accelerate away from
earth toward the moon.
The command module
(CM) would separate,
turn around and join or
dock with the lunar
module (LM).  Together,
they would fly for three
days until entering orbit
around the moon.  

Two of  the three
Apollo astronauts would
enter the LM and de-
scend to the moon.  Fol-
lowing their space walk
or EVA (extra vehicular
activity), they would
rocket from the moon’s
surface and ascend to lu-
nar orbit rendezvous
(LOR) with their CM and
its remaining pilot.  Af-
ter transferring their
“moon rocks” to the CM,
the three space travelers
would separate from the
LM and accelerate away
from the moon toward
earth for a fiery reentry
and splashdown – mis-
sion complete.   The pur-
pose of  Gemini was to
prove all of  these tech-
niques and associated
hardware.

Gemini (the celestial
twins) would carry two
astronauts, the comman-
der in the left seat and
pilot in the right.  The
senior Mercury astro-
naut Gus Grissom took a
lead role in the design of
the spacecraft, so much
so that his colleagues re-
ferred to is as the Gus-
mobile.  They would ride
into space aboard a
proven rocket, the Titan
II which produced
330,000 pounds of  thrust
at liftoff.

The first two mis-

sions were unmanned to
test the capsule-rocket
interface.  Beginning
with Gemini 3, NASA
would fly ten manned
missions in the two year
interval between 1965-66.
Three would be com-
manded by a Mercury
astronaut (Grissom,
Cooper and Schirra)
with a pilot in the right
seat from the second
group, dubbed the “new
nine.”  Three of  the new
nine (McDivitt, Borman
and Armstrong) would
command their first
space mission.  

Four of  the new nine
(Young, Stafford, Lovell,
and Conrad) would fly
their first Gemini mis-
sions as pilots, then com-
mand their second.  Two
(See and White) would
die in training, but not
before Ed White became
the first space walker as
Jim McDivitt’s right-
seat pilot on Gemini 4.
Five members of  the
third group of  astro-
nauts (Scott, Cernan,
Collins, Gordon, and
Aldrin) would fly first in
space as right-seat pilots
in Gemini.  All total, 12
astronauts flew one
Gemini mission and 4,
two missions.  Not sur-
prisingly, this group of
16 Gemini veterans
would form the core of
the Apollo moon mis-
sions.

In sequence, they
proved the ability to per-
form EVAs, rendezvous,
long duration space-
flight, docking, orbit
transfer, high earth or-
bit, and fuel cell power,
all necessary steps to-
ward an 8-day flight to
the moon, landing, and
return.  Project Gemini
represented the stair
steps to deep space ex-
ploration.

As a whole, Gemini
was hugely successful.
The most serious in-
flight emergency that oc-
curred, not only in
Gemini but the entire
manned space program
before Apollo 13, was
Gemini 8.  Neil Arm-
strong and Dave Scott
were scheduled for a 55
orbit mission in March
1966, which included the
first docking of  two
spacecraft.  Gemini’s
target was an Agena tar-
get vehicle, launched
just prior to the Titan.
In the first few orbits,

Gemini 8 adjusted its’ or-
bit to the target and flew
a smaller circle to catch
the Agena.  When that
was achieved, Gemini 8
announced that they
were “station keeping,”
flying close formation
with their target.  Then
gingerly, Armstrong
eased the Gemini space-
craft into a “hard dock”
position, joining the two
spacecraft. 

Initially, all was well
… then the combined
spacecraft entered a
bank and began to roll.
When Armstrong could
not correct the roll with
the OAMS controller, he
called for Scott to disen-
gage the two vehicles.
Now the gyrations mag-
nified, the OAMS still in-
effective.  Obviously the
problem wasn’t with the
Agena but with the Gem-
ini.  When it became a
life-threatening situa-
tion as the astronauts
approached blackout,
Armstrong disengaged
the OAMS and activated
the backup RCS – reen-
try control system.  He
slowly regained control
of  the spacecraft.

The problem was
caused by an OAMS
thruster stuck in the
open position.  It had oc-
curred when Gemini 8
was over the Indian sub-
continent and out of
voice contact with
NASA’s tracking system.
Activating the RCS to
save the spacecraft and
crew meant that the
flight had to be terminat-
ed which occurred on
the seventh orbit, far
short of  the planned
mission.

But, Gemini 8 had
docked with the target
vehicle, the first time in
history that had oc-
curred.  The balky
thruster was easy to fix
and Project Gemini
marched on, preparing
NASA to achieve John
Kennedy’s 1961 goal of
“landing a man on the
moon and returning him
safely to earth before the
decade is out.”  

Postscript: Happy
birthday Dad (1920-1991).

Jim Dietrich
Guest Columnist

CRACKER SEZ
BEHOLD’N

Health & 
Wellness

Tips
from

Frank Nathan
Executive 
Director 

Lake Park of
Madison

DID YOU KNOW…….?
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Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park and Campground

Tunes spun by Rockin’ DJ Scott

pre
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be flying
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be dropping

prepre
St. Patrick’s Day
party
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pre St. Patrick’s Day & Confetti drop party
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Chances to win $$$,
Suwannee River Jam Tickets 

and more!

Confetti will Confetti will 

balloons will balloons will 
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partyparty
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St. Patrick’s DaySt. Patrick’s DaySt. Patrick’s Day
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all
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8pm - midnight
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Two Injured
Cont. From 1A

Kristin Ziegler, 24, of  Ozark, Ala., was traveling
east on I-10 in the inside lane. 

Blackshear’s 1998 Kia Sephia traveled into the
path of  Ziegler’s 2007 Toyota Corolla. 

The right front of  the Corolla collided with the
Kia’s left front. 

Blackshear’s Kia rotated one full turn in a clock-
wise direction and came to a final rest in the outside
travel lane, facing north.

The Toyota Corolla continued traveling east in
the outside lane and a came to a final rest in the mid-
dle of  the outside travel lane facing east. 

Blackshear and Ziegler were both taken to Tal-
lahassee Memorial Hospital by Madison County
EMS to be treated for serious injuries. 

Ziegler’s passengers, Kendrick Richardson, four
months old, and Trinity Richardson, 18 months old,
were taken to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital and
checked for injuries but none were found. 

 FHP Trooper John Sleigher was the investigat-
ing officer. 

Arrested 
Cont. From 1A

While taking necessary enforcement action for
the traffic violation committed by Bradham it was
discovered that Bradham’s driver license were sus-
pended without his knowledge.  Due to the fact that
the stop was made at the exit ramp and was within
safe walking distance, Cpl. Whitfield informed Brad-
ham that he could no longer drive the vehicle be-
cause his license was suspended and should walk to
the store to call someone to come pick him up.  Brad-
ham stated that he understood. 

Cpl. Whitfield completed the traffic stop and
drove away West Bound on I-10.  A short time later
Bradham passed by Cpl. Whitfield driving the same
vehicle.  Cpl. Whitfield got behind Bradham and
stopped him again for driving while license sus-
pended this time with knowledge.  Bradham was
placed under arrest.

The vehicle Bradham was driving belonged to a
rental company and was towed.  Prior to towing the
vehicle Cpl. Whitfield conducted an inventory of  the
contents within the vehicle.  During inventory a
metal grinder containing marijuana along with a
digital scale was located in the armrest of  the driver
seat.  Cpl. Whitfield also learned that Bradham was
currently on State Probation.  All evidence was col-
lected and the vehicle was towed.   

Bradham was charged are the following: 
Driving while license suspended with knowl-

edge
Violation of  Probation / Community Control
Possession of  Marijuana less than 20 Grams
Possession of  Drug Paraphernalia

Soul Food
Cont. From 1A

On Friday, March 1, at 6:30 p.m., the group will
present their Unknown Leader Awards and also be
holding a special Sponsor Night reception. The re-
ception will celebrate community leaders who go be-
yond the call of  duty in their county and also honor
the fine men and women in the North Florida/Big
Bend area. Katrina Lee Jones, owner of  Celebrity
Styles by Katrina, will host the event. Tonya Bell, di-
rector of  Whole Child, will be the guest speaker.
Chuck Roberson, soul artist and legend, will be the
Guest Honoree. Tickets are $10 for kids and $15 for
adults. 

On March 2, at 8 a.m. there will be an HIV/AIDS
Awareness 5K walk at Lake Francis. Everyone is in-
vited to pledge to walk and help raise awareness for
HIV/AIDS. All proceeds benefit the HIV/AIDS Foun-
dation. Please pledge early.

On March 2, at 10:30 a.m., the festivities will be-
gin with a live circus. There will also be live enter-
tainment by Chuck Roberson and many other bands.
There will be soul food vendors from all around
serving up their delicacies. There will also be a
bounce house, cake auctions, David Dukes’ youth
flag football and more. These festivities will be held
at the Madison Recreation Center.

There will also be a huge Car and Bike Show
that day at the old middle school. The show will fea-
ture antique cars. New and old bikes are welcome to
register. The cost to enter is $20.

At 8 p.m. on March 2, there will be an all-star
concert. The concert will star Mac Page (the famous
BET comedian), The Aquaries, Cashmill and many
others. This will be a high security outdoor event.
The cost for tickets is $10 a piece. 

On Sunday, March 3, there will be more events
throughout the day. There will be a Kid’s Zone and a
gospel show. There will also be a David Dukes’ flag
football competition. There will be many soul food
vendors there throughout the day.

Vendors and cake donations are still needed for
the event. If  you would like to make a donation or
have any questions, please contact Clifford Brown at
(850) 673-2751.

Franklin Carroll, Sr. died at home Monday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2013. 

His viewing will be held from 5-7 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 27, 2013, at Beggs Funeral
Home, and the funeral will be held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2013, at the Chapel of  Beggs Funeral Home
in Madison. 

See full obituary in the Madison Enterprise-
Recorder on Friday, March 1.

Funeral
Information For

Franklin Carroll, Sr.
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The Pine Tree Craft and
Quilters held their 17th annual
Brunch and Quilt Show on Feb.
16 at their quilting location,
the United Methodist Coopera-
tive Ministries’ facility at 135
NE Dill Street.  This year’s
show was dedicated in memory
of  Lauretta Bottomley, beloved
friend and longtime member of
the Pine Tree Craft and Quil-
ters, (1914-2012). These talented
ladies spend countless hours
making quilts of  love for those
less fortunate in our area. Each
year, 36 handmade baby quilts
are distributed to the Healthy
Start Coalition at this event,
which will go to infants in Jef-
ferson, Madison, and Taylor
Counties. This doesn’t include
their signature “baby bundles”
they make from more baby
quilts, some baby items and a
layette. These attractive gift

bundles (60 total last year)
were delivered to the Madison
County Health Department. In
total, the quilters made and
distributed 272 quilts to vari-
ous organizations in the tri-
county area.

Please join the Coalition in
thanking these women for their
efforts, time, and love that goes
into making the wonderful
heirloom quilts for our local
babies! These are the most phil-
anthropic women in our com-
munity in terms of  the time
they give to our families

A heartfelt thank you goes
to our quilters:

Mazie Arnold
Dolly Ballard
Sandra Bass
Ruth Bishop
Lauretta Bottomley
Deborah Brown
Mary Dees

Beth Dees
Hilda Dixon
Nell Dobbs
Linda Doud
Jean Ann Fiori
Louanna Forness
Sarah Freytag
Elizabeth Gant
Mary Guidinger
Geraldine Harden
Joyce Holton
Sally Hubbard
Kay Hudson
Millie Leonardson
Gean McCullough
Jeanette Mitchell
Sandy Origer
Effie Pate
Irene Rowell
Joyce Rutherford
Betty Sirmon
Louise Strickland
Karen Sutton
Helen Whitten
Ila Willis

Pine Tree Craft And Quilters Hold 
17th Annual Brunch And Quilt Show



Submitted by 
Margaret Ann Bunch

James Madison
Preparatory High
School Board of  Direc-
tors has appointed two
new members since De-
cember: Sonical
Mitchell and Shelly
Renfroe.  Although they
come from different
backgrounds, both
women bring a passion
for education as the
foundation for children
to reach their potential.
Yet, each brings her
own unique perspective
on the benefits JMPHS
can provide.

Sonical’s Perspec-
tive:  As a Classifica-
tion Officer for the
Florida Department of
Corrections at the Lake
City Correctional Fa-

cility, I have worked
with dozens of  convict-
ed offenders ages 19 –
25.  In this capacity, I
gather information on
inmates’ work experi-
ence, education level,
social status, and fami-
ly and health history;
assess current physi-
cal/mental health and
risk level; and recom-
mend rehabilitation
programs, work detail,
and psychological
treatments.  Through
this work and my role
as mother of  two
teenage boys, my desire
to invoke change in ed-
ucation is reinforced
daily.  I want students
from all backgrounds
to develop the knowl-
edge and skills to be-
come self-reliant,

particularly minority
and troubled youth.  I
want to encourage stu-
dents to aim high, yet
understand that educa-
tion is not a destina-
tion, but a lifelong
journey during which
they can achieve per-
sonal and professional
success through hard
work and sacrifice.  Fi-
nally, I want students to
embrace their diverse
histories, but not be de-
fined by them. 

I joined the JMPHS
Board of  Directors be-
cause I advocate that
better education fosters
a stronger democracy
by giving citizens the
ability to form more ob-
jective opinions regard-
ing public policy and
government.  I believe
that the educational
program at James
Madison Preparatory
High School offers stu-
dents the opportunity
to advance their educa-
tion in a structured
learning environment
that promotes a culture
of  education.  In this
environment, they will
analyze issues, express
their opinions, and pre-
pare for college-level
courses without resent-
ment from other stu-
dents or fear of
achievement.  The
STEM-focused liberal
arts curriculum will
challenge students us-
ing student-centered,
integrative, and experi-
ential learning strate-
gies.  This rigorous
coursework will help
them explore and make
connections across dis-
ciplines while intro-
ducing them to
potential careers in ad-
vanced technology, ro-
botics, micro-
electronics, drafting,
and engineering.

Shelly’s Perspec-
tive:  Although I am not
a native of  Madison
County, I have been an
advocate for improving
education since moving
here with my husband
fourteen years ago.  Ed-
ucating children is my
passion, which led to
my active involvement
with the Lee Elemen-
tary PTO for the past
four years, including
serving as President,
and on the Student Ad-
visory Committee for
the past two years.  I
have also returned to
college to obtain a de-
gree in post-secondary
mathematics educa-
tion.

As the mother of
two young boys, I be-
lieve that education,
particularly high
school education, pro-
vides the basis upon
which students begin
to build their futures.
However, the degree to
which students achieve
their potential largely
depends on the
strength of  their high
school education be-
cause it is a primary in-
fluence on their ability
to adapt successfully to
college.  Like building a
house, when education
is rushed without ade-
quate evaluation of
whether it is on solid
ground, cracks in stu-
dents’ knowledge and
skills will slowly devel-
op causing the founda-
tion to crumble.  These
cracks typically aren’t
visible until students
embark on their post-
secondary education
thus making the transi-
tion to college more dif-
ficult. 

When learning of
James Madison
Preparatory High
School, I wanted to be
involved.  I believe the
educational program,
coupled with the small
size of  the school, will
help students focus
their efforts on prepar-
ing for college with
fewer external distrac-
tions, while allowing
them to participate in
extracurricular activi-
ties at Madison County
High School.  Although
students will be held to
a high standard of
learning, I believe the
small size will provide
the individual atten-
tion and dedication
many students need to
complete the rigorous
curriculum successful-
ly.  The STEM emphasis
of  the curriculum
along with its strong
acceleration program,
utilizing both advanced
placement and dual en-
rollment courses, will
help students develop
both academically and
personally.  Thus, fewer
cracks are likely to be
exposed upon entering
college full-time, mak-
ing students better able
to adjust to college life. 

James Madison
Preparatory High
School is a tuition-free
public charter school
and will not discrimi-
nate illegally on the ba-
sis of  sex, race, religion,
national origin, disabil-
ity, or age as to employ-
ment or educational
programs and activi-
ties.  JMPHS is current-
ly accepting 9th grade
student applications for
the 2013-14 school year.
Please see www.jmphs.
org for more details.

In recognition of  February as American
Heart Month, the Madison County Health Depart-
ment is offering information for better heart
health. Take the first step on the path to a health-
ier heart with us.

Every year, about 715,000 Americans have a
heart attack and about 600,000 people die from
heart disease in the United States. That’s 1 out of
every 4 deaths. Heart disease is the leading cause
of  death for both men and women.

HEART ATTACK SYMPTOMS:

The five major symptoms of  a heart attack
are:

Pain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back.
Feeling weak, light-headed, or faint.
Chest pain or discomfort.
Pain or discomfort in arms or shoulder.
Shortness of  breath.
If  you think that you or someone you know is

having a heart attack, call 9-1-1 immediately.

The term “heart disease” refers to several
types of  heart conditions. The most common type
in the United States is coronary heart disease
(also called coronary artery disease), which oc-
curs when a substance called plaque builds up in
the arteries that supply blood to the heart. Coro-
nary heart disease can cause heart attack, angi-
na, heart failure, and arrhythmias.

Cardiovascular disease, including heart dis-
ease and stroke, cost the United States $312.6 bil-
lion each year. This total includes the cost of
health care services, medications, and lost pro-
ductivity. These conditions also are leading caus-
es of  disability, preventing Americans from
working and enjoying family activities.

The situation is alarming, but there is good
news—heart disease is preventable and control-
lable. We can start by taking small steps every day
to bring our loved ones and ourselves closer to
heart health. 

PREVENTION:  WHAT YOU CAN DO

Live a Healthy Lifestyle
Eat a healthy diet. Choosing healthful meal

and snack options can help you avoid heart dis-
ease and its complications. Be sure to eat plenty
of  fresh fruits and vegetables. Eating foods low in
saturated fat and cholesterol and high in fiber can
help prevent high blood cholesterol. Limiting salt
or sodium in your diet can also lower your blood
pressure.

Maintain a healthy weight. Being over-
weight or obese can increase your risk for heart
disease. To determine if  your weight is in a
health range, you may access www.cdc.gov and
have your body mass index (BMI) calculated.

Exercise regularly. Physical activity can
help you maintain a healthy weight and lower
cholesterol and blood pressure. The Surgeon Gen-
eral recommends that adults should engage in
moderate-intensity exercise for at least 30 min-
utes on most days of  the week.

Don’t smoke. Cigarette smoking greatly in-
creases your risk for heart disease. So, if  you
don’t smoke, don’t start. If  you do smoke, quitting
will lower your risk for heart disease, along with
many other diseases. For information on getting
help to quit, call the Madison County Health De-
partment at 850-973-5000.

Limit alcohol use. Avoid drinking too much
alcohol, which causes high blood pressure.

The Madison County Health Department has
information to help you start on the right path to
better health as well as how to manage chronic
diseases. Call us today and we will be glad to help. 
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY
FEBRUARY IS

AMERICAN HEART
MONTH

JMPHS Board Of Directors 
Welcomes Two New Members
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SPORTS

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowgirls Varsity softball team has many games in their 2013 season.
Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February: 
February 28 Godby Home 6:00
March:
March 1 Lake City Away 7:00
March 4 Taylor County Away 7:00
March 7 East Gadsden Home 6:00
March 8 Florida High Home 7:00
March 12 Wakulla Away 7:00
March 16 Port St. Joe Away TBA
March 18 Liberty County Away 7:00
March 22 Suwannee Home 7:00
April:
April 1 Florida High Away 6:00
April 4 Godby Away 7:00
April 5 Mayo Away 7:00
April 11 Suwannee Away 6:00 or 7:00
April 12 Lake City Home 7:00
April 13 Liberty County Home 2:00
April 15-19 District Tournament Taylor Co. TBA
April 25 Regional Quarter Finals TBA TBA
April 30 Regional Semi Finals TBA TBA 
May: 
May 4 Regional Finals TBA TBA
May 10 & 11 State Finals TBA TBA

Cowgirls Varsity Softball Schedule
By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowboys Varsity baseball team has many games in their 2013 season.
Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February:
February 28 Godby Away 7:00
March:
March 1 Melody Christian Away 4:00
March 5 Berrien Co. Away 5:30
March 7 Florida High Away 7:00
March 8 East Gadsden Away 6:00
March 11 Valdosta Away 6:00
March 12 Taylor Co. Away 7:00
March 18 East Gadsden Home 6:00
March 19 Brooks Co. Away 6:00
March 22 Aucilla Away 4:00
March 26 Valdosta Home 6:00
March 28 Godby Home 7:00
April:
April 2 Aucilla Home 7:00
April 4 Suwannee Home 7:00
April 5 Taylor Co. Home 7:00
April 9 Melody Christian Home 6:30
April 11 Florida High Home 7:00
April 12 Brooks Co. Home 6:30
April 18 Mayo Away 7:00
April 19 Hamilton Co. Away 6:00
April 22-26 District Tournament Home TBA

Cowboys Varsity Baseball Schedule

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowboys Junior Varsity baseball team has many games in their 2013
season. Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February: 
February 28 Godby Home 5:00

March:
March 4 Hamilton Co. Away 5:00
March 5 Suwannee Home 6:00
March 7 Florida High Away 5:30
March 11 Maclay Home 5:00
March 12 Taylor Co. Away 4:30
March 19 Mayo Away 5:00
March 21 Melody Christian Away 4:30
March 28 Godby Home 5:00
March 29 Melody Christian Home 5:00

April
April 4 Valdosta Away 5:00
April 5 Taylor Co. Home 4:30
April 6 Leon Co. Away 1:00
April 9 Maclay Away 4:30
April 11 Florida High Home 5:00

Cowboys Junior Varsity Baseball Schedule

Panthers Open 2013 Season Against Warriors 
By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison Acade-
my Panthers softball
team began their 2013
season on February 5 at
4 p.m. The girls played
the Aucilla Christian
Academy Warriors at
the Madison County
Recreation Park. This
year’s team consists of
10 girls. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, February 5, 2013 

The Madison Academy Panthers take a quick picture before their
first game. In the back row from left to right are Coach Will Rutherford,
Caterina Arnold, Katelyn McCamman, Kaylie Rogers, Katelyn Scott,
Camryn Strickland, Alexis Bowen and Coach Greg Jennings. In the
front row from left to right are Caroline Jennings, Natalie Vasquez,
Reese Rutherford and Erin Jarvis. Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by

Kristin Finney, February 5, 2013 

Natalie Vasquez pre-
pares to hit for the Pan-
thers. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo
by Kristin Finney, February 5,

2013

Reese Ruther-
ford pitched an excel-
lent game for the
Panthers against the
Warriors. 

Story submitted
Southwest Georgia

Technical College
(SWGTC) in
Thomasville, Ga., will
hold an open house for
its John Deere Tech/
Agricultural Technology
Program, Wednesday,
February 27, from 10
a.m. until 1 p.m. 

The John Deere Cor-
poration in partnership
with SWGTC, a success-
ful partnership now in
its 17th year, sponsors
the Ag Tech Program,
one of  only 17 of  its kind
in the nation and the
only one in the South-
east.  The Ag Program at
SWGTC draws students
from all over the South-
east.  

The open house
event is hosted every
spring as a way of  pro-
moting the Ag Tech pro-
gram. 

For more informa-
tion on the program or
the Open House event,
please contact Adam
Ford at (229) 227-3239.  If
you wish to attend the
event, please RSVP at
(229) 225-5030.

For more informa-
tion on the Ag Center
Open House or SWGTC’s
other programs, visit the
website www.southwest-
gatech.edu.

Southwest
Georgia

Technical
College

Holds Ag
Center Open

House
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SCHOOL
By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A group of  seven stu-
dents from Madison
County High School
flaunted their science
skills at the Suwannee
Valley Regional Science
Fair on Feb. 12. The fair
took place in Lake City at
Gateway Community
College. The seven stu-
dents not only competed
in the science fair, but
they all placed as well.
That is a huge feat con-
sidering this is the first
time MCHS has compet-
ed in the regional fair. 

Jacob Moore, Anna
Robinson, Jesse Smith,
Kim Sapp, Darby Thomp-
son, Kevin Shipp and An-
drew Strom all
represented MCHS dur-
ing the science fair.

These students went
up against nearly 40 oth-
er high school groups.
There were over 90
groups in grades from 6-
12th. 

Jacob Moore took
third place for his
“Nailed It” project,
which competed in the
engineering category. 

Anna Robinson and
Jesse Smith also took
third place for their “Bon

Appetit” project, which
competed in the physics
category. 

Kim Sapp and Darby
Thompson took second
place for their “Produce
Voltage” project, which
competed in the physics
category.

Kevin Shipp and An-
drew Strom took first
place for their “More
Money: Better Ball?” pro-
ject, which competed in
the physics category as
well. 

Ginny Quackenbush,
the science coach from
MCHS said of  the stu-
dents, “This was the first
time our students have
competed at the regional
level for science fair. All
the students who compet-
ed did so voluntarily
from Mr. Weider’s chem-
istry classes here at
MCHS.  We all initially
viewed it as a learning
experience, with no ex-
pectations to win.  How-
ever, they all were
pleased to discover that
their hard work did pro-
duce outstanding results,
and they had a lot of  fun
as well.”

Congratulations to
the students for their fan-
tastic projects!

MCHS Students Compete In Regional Science Fair 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, February 19, 2013 

Jesse Smith and Anna Robinson also took third
place for their “Bon Appetit” project, which compet-
ed in the physics category. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, February 19, 2013 

Darby Thompson (left) and Kim Sapp (right) took
second place for their “Produce Voltage” project,
which competed in the physics category.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, February 19, 2013 

Jacob Moore took third place for his “Nailed It”
project, which competed in the engineering category. 

Photo submitted 

Kevin Shipp (left) and Andrew Strom (right) took
first place for their “More Money: Better Ball?” pro-
ject, which competed in the physics category as well.

FCCLA has started a new community service project “Be A Buddy,” in
which members are visiting the Southern Living nursing facility.  Ali Patron,
Lacey Clayton, and Ryan Floyd have been in charge of  organizing the activities
at the home.  Chapter members have been a great help in this by volunteering
their time monthly.  Their attendance has been much appreciated.  Through this
project, Lacey, Ali, and Ryan have aimed to bridge the gap between older and
younger generations in the community and to be sure the ladies of  the South-
ern Living Nursing Facility do not feel forgotten by the community.  So far,
members have participated in a Halloween meet and greet, a Thanksgiving pie
tasting, a Christmas tea party, nail painting, and a Valentine’s Day celebration.

Members plan to continue this project throughout the year and maintain
the lasting relationships they have formed.

FCCLA Begins “Be A Buddy” 
Community Service Project

By Tyler Burnett
Getting parents involved in

the school has become quite an
issue. It seems like it is one
thing that is always needed and
appreciated; yet it is the one
thing that we are lacking in
schools. Some people may do all
they can to help out and some
people may not care enough to
help out. Even the smallest con-
tribution is greatly appreciated.

For the people who don’t re-
alize how important it is, let me
just give you a few examples to
show how much schools love
parent involvement. There are
many things you could donate to
a school that could actually ben-

efit everyone. Crayons, paper,
glue and even cleaning supplies
are just a few examples of  small
things that could make a big dif-
ference. If  these things were do-
nated more often, teachers
wouldn’t pay as much out of
their own pockets.

Donating isn’t the only
thing you can do for your
school, though. If  you feel that
you can’t afford to do these
things, there is one simple thing
you can do, and you may not
even realize how important it is.
The thing that I am talking
about is helping out your
child/children with their acade-
mics. It doesn’t take much. All

you have to do is help them with
their homework if  they ask or
help them study for a test that
may be coming up. Little things
like these may not seem like
much, and many people would-
n’t view it as involvement in the
school, but it does help involve
you as a parent. It may not affect
a school directly, but it does
have the potential to improve
your child’s grades.

To wrap it up, I’m just going
to say that parent involvement
is always appreciated, whether
it goes directly towards the
school or to your child. It shows
that you care and shows that
you support the school.

Parent Involvement In Schools

Tyler Burnett
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NW Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity
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Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com To Place Your Classified Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
2/25/2013 THROUGH 3/3/2013

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 
lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 Homes of Merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 
manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.
No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.

Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.

386-362-1065.
1/18 - 2/27, pd

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER
Greenville, 3/2 , nice house
on 6 high and dry city lots.
New windows, roof, heat &
ac, siding, master shower.
$92,000.00 Possible owner
financing.  850-599-5121.

1/18 - rtn, c
Near Lloyd;  

3/3 double wide. 
Very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace,
skylight, screenroom, 
carport, workshop on 5 
beautiful acres with live
stream, woods and fenced
pasture. Asking $129k, 
possible owner financing.

850-599-5121.
1/18 - rtn, c

Page Designer/Layout
needed for the 

Madison County Carrier 
and the Madison 

Enterprise-Recorder.
Must be a team player, able
to handle multiple tasks, and
have experience with Quark
Express and/or Publisher
and/or Photoshop. The 
position includes 

designing and laying-out 
approximately 12 pages, per
paper. Apply in person only
at the Greene Publishing/
Madison County Carrier
building, located at 1695
Highway 53 South.

2/20 - rtn, n/c

Quiet Farm
Furnished 1 BD 1 BA. 

Includes Direct T.V. and wifi.
One person, no pets. 

Includes all utilities except
electric. $395/month 
(850) 673-1117.

2/13 - rtn, pd

Library Technical Assistant
wanted at North Florida
Community College. 
See www.nfcc.edu.

2/20, 2/27, c

One Rhode Island Red
Rooster and one New 

Hampshire Red Rooster for
free. 4 months old. 
(850) 929-2996 and 
leave a message.

2/20, 2/27, n/c

Very peaceful, upstairs
apartment. Large covered
porch, attached garage. 
(850) 971-5587.

2/20 - rtn, c

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
Madison County 
Road Department

Job Title: Traffic Control
Specialist

Salary: Starts at a minimum
of $11.37 per hour 

Job Duties: Performing light
to moderate physical work,
computer work and truck 
driving in connection with
the fabrication, installation,
maintenance and safe 
operation of Madison 

County’s sign system (road
name, warning, construction
and regulatory signs); shall
also be responsible for other
traffic control materials and
supplies and their use as 

related to pavement striping
and markings, caution light
maintenance and repair,
school crossing lights and
flashers, work zone 

coordination and safety and
road materials usage and 
inventory; operation of light
mechanized equipment such

as tractors, mowers, 
rollers & mixers involved 
in construction and 

maintenance of roads. Duties
may include laborer work as
needed to maintain work
schedule, or during slack or

seasonal periods.
Minimum Qualifications:
Graduation from high school
or equivalent with good
communication skills. 
Experience (or training
and/or education) in road
maintenance work including

the operation of light 
mechanized equipment and
trucks as related to this 

position; prefer experience in
road signage work and traffic
control concerns; prefer 
applicant to have basic 

computer skills and software
experience as well as 

experience in dealing with
the public; require sufficient
health, physical strength, and
ability to do manual labor 
related to this position.

Valid Commercial Driver’s
License, Class B with Air
Brake Application.

Application Deadline: 5:00
PM, Tuesday, March 5, 2013
Employment applications
may be obtained from and
submitted to the County

Commission Office between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday in the
Courthouse Annex at 229
SW Pinckney Street, Room
219, Madison, FL 32340. For
further information on the
job itself, contact the 

Madison County Road 
Department office at Phone
Number (850) 973-2156.
Madison County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and a
Drug Free Workplace.

2/20, 2/27, c

Home for Rent or Sale
3 BD, 2 full bath with 
automatic garage door.

Wooden floor. 
Downtown Madison. 
(954) 261-9747.

2/27, pd

North Florida Child 
Development, Inc. Is seeking 

Preschool Teacher for 
Greenville Head Start Center
Must have Associate’s 

degree in Early Childhood
Education or related field  
Submit resumes to NFCD,

Human Resource 
Department,

PO Box 38, Wewahitchka
FL 32465 or email 

smcgill@floridachildren.org. 
Closing Date:  March 05,
2013. DFWP/MF/7-4/EOE

C03MA001.
2/27, c

RN (OPS) wanted at North
Florida Community College. 

See www.nfcc.edu.
2/27, 3/6, c

Position: Greenville site
Manager

Job Objective: To assist the
Nutritional Manager in the
overall functions of the

preparations and packaging
of meals to all clients, 
to transport meals to 

homebound clients and bulk
food to the congregate

clients, to schedule programs
entertaining and educational
activities for the clients and
transporting clients to and

from the center.
Qualifications: High school
education preferred, but 
experience will be

considered in lieu of the 
education.  Experience 
working with group
activities and kitchen 

management.  Knowledge of
nutrition helpful. Valid 
driver’s license and good 

driving record.
To obtain an application

please come by the Madison
County Senior Center

at 1161 SW Harvey Greene
Drive, office hours are 8:00

am to 5:00 pm. 
Please no phone calls.

2/27, 3/6. c

Adoption
A childless married couple
seeks to adopt. Financial 
security. Homestudy 

approved! Let's help each
other. Expenses paid. 

Carolyn & Ken. Call Sklar
Law Firm 1-800-218-6311.

Bar#0150789
Auctions

Foreclosure Auction of a
portion of Albemarle 

Plantation w/ developable
adjacent acreage, 1,500+/-
AC of Undeveloped land &
52 Residential Developed
Lots, 3/26/13 at 10am at
Courthouse Door.

Perquimans Co. Courthouse,
Hertford, NC, Iron Horse

Auction Co., Inc. 
800-997-2248. NCAL3936.
www.ironhorseauction.com

Real Estate
3Br/3Ba Single Family 
Resident, 1786 Sq. Ft 

Auction 3/14/2013-10am @
8119 Americus Ave, Port
Saint Joe, FL. Sharon 
Sullivan (954)740-2421

sharon.w.sullivan@irs.gov,
www.irsauctions.gov for

more info.
Education

MEDICAL BILLING
TRAINEES NEEDED! Train

to become a Medical 
Office Assistant. NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Online training gets you Job

ready ASAP. HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! (888) 374-7294.

For Sale
LEATHER LIVING ROOM
SET, In Original Plastic,
Never Used , Org. $3,000,
sacrifice $975.-- CHERRY
BEDROOM SET, Solid

Wood, new in factory boxes,
Org. $6000, sacrifice $1995.

Can Deliver. Bill 
(813) 298-0221.
Help Wanted

Freight Up = More $. Plus
Benefits, New Equip &

401K Class A CDL Required
(877) 258-8782. 

www.ad-drivers.com
Driver - $0.01 increase per
mile after 6 and 12 months.
$.03/mile quarterly bonus.
Daily or Weekly pay. 

CDL-A, 3 months current
exp. 800-414-9569 
www.driveknight.com
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for US Xpress! Earn
$700 per week! No 

experience needed! Local
CDL Traning. Job ready in
15 days! (888) 368-1964.
Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to
Qualified drivers. Home
most weekends. Call:
(843)266-3731 / 

www.bulldoghiway.com.

EOE
Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

866-314-3769.
MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINE CAREERS – 
Become an Aviation 

Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

866-314-3769.
ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. Call
888-203-3179

www.CenturaOnline.com
OTR Drivers Wanted
IN A RUT? WANT A 
CAREER, NOT JUST A
JOB? Train to be a 

professional truck driver in
ONLY 16 DAYS!

The avg. truck driver earns
$700+/wk*! Get CDL 
Training @ NFCC/

Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. Don’t 
Delay, Call Today! 
866-467-0060 

*DOL/BLS 2012.
“Can You Dig It”? Heavy
Equipment Operator 

Training! 3 Week Hands On
Program Bulldozers, 
Backhoes, Excavators, 

Lifetime Job Placement Asst.
w/ National Certs. VA 
Benefits Eligible – 
(866)362-6497.

Drivers – Class A Flatbed
HOME EVERY 

WEEKEND! Pay 37¢/mi
Both ways. FULL 

BENEFITS. Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, 
Jacksonville, FL.

Travel
$399 Cancun All Inclusive
Special Stay 6 Days In A
Luxury BeachFront Resort

With Meals And 
Drinks For $399!

http://www.cancun5star.com/
888-481-9660.

Friday, March 1st and 
Saturday, March 2nd from 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Located on
697 SW Genoa Way (off of
53, turn beside the Super 8
Motel). A little bit of 

everything will be for sell.
2/27, pd
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----Legals----
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that ARTHUR G and FLORIDA D SMITH, the
holder of the following certificate has filed said certificate for a Tax Deed to be is-
sued thereon.  The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the
property and name in which it is assessed is as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO: 10-790-TD
YEAR OF ISSUANCE:  2010

NAME IN, WHICH ASSESSED:  PATRICIA BARFIELD 
ANDREA MEDLER

PARCEL ID: 28-1N-09-3942-000-000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 2, 3, and 4 Block 11 of FRALEIGH-SMITH
SUBDIVISION, to the Town of Madison (Now the City of Madison), Florida, ac-
cording to the Plat of said subdivision on file in the office of the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court in and for Madison County, Florida, in Deed Book 27, Page 460, Public
Records of Madison County, Florida.
All of said property being in the County of Madison, State of Florida.  Unless
such certificate shall be redeemed according to the law, the property described in
such certificate will be sold to the highest bidder at the west front door at the
Madison County Courthouse on the 21ST day of March 2013 at 11:00 a.m.
Dated this 7th day of February 2013.

TIM SANDERS 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT   
MADISON COUNTY
MADISON, FLORIDA 
BY: /s/ Karen Holman

DEPUTY CLERK

2/13, 2/20, 2/27, 3/6

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2013-11-CP 
IN RE: ESTATE OF

RUBY M. ULM
Deceased.

______________________________________
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of RUBY M. ULM, deceased, whose date
of death was November 21, 2012, is pending in the Circuit Court for Madison
County, Florida, Probate Division; File Number 2013-11-CP; the name and ad-
dress of the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney
are set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons who have claims or de-
mands against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, and who have been served a copy of this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
(30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and other persons who have claims or
demands against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, must file their claims with this court WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,

ANY CLAIMS FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS Febru-
ary 20, 2013.
Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representative:
/s/ Clay A. Schnitker /s/ Sandra W. Ulm
CLAY A. SCHNITKER SANDRA W. ULM
Fla Bar No.349143 4852 NE County Road 255
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A. Lee, Florida 32059
Post Office Drawer 652
Madison, Florida 32341
(850) 973-4186

2/20, 2/27

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.2013-06-CP
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

FRANCES KELLEY EDENFIELD  
Deceased.

_____________________________________________
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The ancillary administration of the estate of FRANCES KELLEY EDEN-
FIELD, deceased, whose date of death was January 5, 2011; is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Madison County, Florida, Probate Division; File Number
2013-06-CP; the names and addresses of the Ancillary Personal Representative
and the Ancillary Personal Representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons, who have claims or de-
mands against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, and who have been served a copy of this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
(30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and other persons who have claims or
demands against the Decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, must file their claims with this court WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,

ANY CLAIMS FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS Febru-
ary 20, 2013.
Attorney for Ancillary Personal Ancillary Personal Representative:
Representative:
/s/ Clay A. Schnitker /s/ MaryCatherine Edenfield Joiner
CLAY A. SCHNITKER MARYCATHERINE EDENFIELD
Fla Bar No.349143 JOINER
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & 218 Knob Hill Drive
Browning, P.A. Warner Robins, GA 31088
Post Office Drawer 652
Madison, Florida 32341
(850) 973-4186
Email: cschnitker@earthlink.net

2/20, 2/27 

2/20, 2/27

2/20, 2/27

2/27

2/27

2/27

2/27, 3/6

NOTICE
CITY OF MADISON, FLORIDA

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
The City of Madison, Florida Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA), in ac-
cordance with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, has filed with the City Commission
of Madison and with the County Commission of the County of Madison a report
of its activities for Fiscal Year 2011-12.  The report will be accepted at the City
Commission meeting to be held on March 12, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.  The report in-
cludes an Agency financial statement resulting from an independent audit of the
Agency’s Redevelopment Trust Fund.
This CRA report for Fiscal Year 2011-12 is available for review by the general
public during regular work business hours at the office of the City Clerk, City of
Madison, Florida, 321 Southwest Rutledge Street, Madison, Florida, 32340.

2/27

And there’s no
better place than

the newspaper.
Call one of our

representatives today.
They can help you

on the way to a great
advertising plan.

973-4141
(Fax) 973-4121

P.O. Drawer 772
Madison, FL
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This ad shall serve as a notification of channel changes on, or around, March 26,
2013, for Comcast Cable’s Madison County residential and commercial channel
lineup.  Please call 1-800-COMCAST (266-2278) with any questions.

• Outside TV (ch 716), Crime & Investigation (ch 717), Military History 
(ch 718) , 723 FOX COLLEGE  Atlantic (ch 723),  FOX COLLEGE  
Central (ch 724),  FOX COLLEGE  Pacific (ch 725), Fox Soccer (ch 
728), Outdoor Network (ch 731), Tennis (ch 737), Sportsman (ch 738), 
NFL Redzone (ch 741), Big Ten (ch 742) and WFN (ch 747) will only 
be available with Sports Entertainment Pack.
• TV Games (ch 721), NBA (ch 734), NHL (ch 739) and CBS College (ch
743) will only be available with Digital Preferred or Sports Entertain-
ment Pack.
• Oxygen (ch 123), TVONE (ch 173) will only be available with Digital 
Preferred.
• TBN (ch 242) will only be available with Digital Preferred, Family Tier, 
or Digital Economy.
• INSP (ch 245) will only be available with Digital Economy or Digital 
Preferred.
• Fox Business HD will only be available with HD Digital Preferred.

GENERAL INFORMATION
*A digital-ready television set and/or digital equipment may be required to receive
certain digital channels or certain services.  Service charges may apply. A mini-
mum subscription to Digital Starter is required to subscribe to Digital Preferred
and/or the Sports Entertainment Pack.  Services not available in all areas, restric-
tions apply. For customers with commercial accounts or bulk rate arrangements,
some product, pricing and other information may not apply.  Upon proper notice,
all pricing, programming, channel locations and packaging are subject to change.
For information about all of our product offerings, please visit www.comcast.com.

2/27
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY

Capital City Bank 
still offers 

Absolutely 
Free Checking* 

and 
free value-added 

services. 

Open a checking 
account and 

receive a

free
debit card,

free
online 

banking with 
e-statements, 
Bill Pay and 

Mobile Banking^, 
and

free
money+ for your 
old checks and 

debit cards!

Stop by or 

OPEN
your account

Online 
today.

free
It’s still a great deal.

343 West Base St. | 973.4161 
www.ccbg.com

MEMBER FDIC
*Client purchases checks. Bank rules and restrictions apply. Account subject to fees if overdrawn. ^Fees 
charged by mobile service provider are the responsibility of the user. +Limitations apply. Ask a banker for 
complete details.

Operating Loans to Help You Grow

www.farmcredit-� .com/operating-loans

No one understands the cycles of farming and how they can 
affect your business better than Farm Credit. Talk to us about 

respond to changing conditions. We understand agriculture. 

Call Bill Bassett at 850-997-3545.

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The residents at
Madison Health and Re-
habilitation Center cele-
brated Valentine’s Day
in style this year. The
group not only celebrat-
ed at their center in
Madison, they also took
many residents to Talla-
hassee to celebrate at
Center Pointe Health
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. 

On Feb. 12, Madison
Health and Rehab took
several of  their resi-
dents to Tallassee for a
Valentine’s Day dance.
While there, the resi-
dents were able to listen
to music, dance and have
a great time together.

On February 14, the
center held their own
Valentine’s Day party.
During the party they
crowned the Valentine’s
King and Queen. This
year’s king and queen
were Raymond Evans
and Justine Reade. 

Madison Health And Rehab 
Celebrates Valentine’s Day

Photo submitted 

During the Valentine’s Dance at Center Pointe Health and Rehabilitation Center, the ladies posed for a picture. Seen from left to right
are Justine Reade, Virginia McAbee, Rosemary Parker, Tanesha Dennis and Essie Gallon. 

Photo submitted 

Raymond Evans, the Valentine’s King, and Justine Reade, the Valentine’s
King, are pictured with Administrator JoAnn Gnewuch during the Madison
Health and Rehab Center’s Valentine’s Party.

Photo submitted 

Marty Giacomazzi and Justine Reade dance to-
gether during the Valentine’s Dance at Center Pointe
Health and Rehabilitation Center.

Photo submitted 

Essie Gallon shows
off her balloon that she
received during the Madi-
son Health and Rehab
Center’s Valentine’s Par-
ty. 

Photo submitted 

Marty Giacomazzi and Essie Gallon dance together during the Valentine’s
Dance at Center Pointe Health and Rehabilitation Center.
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The Palmetto State Quartet will bring their Southern gospel artistry to
the stage in Madison on Saturday, March 2, at 7 p.m. as they perform at Yogi
Bear’s Jellystone Park Opry Hall. 

According to their website, “The historic Palmetto State Quartet
announces the newest incarnation of  this enduring vocal ensemble that
defies the quartet label. The group assembles not four, but five vocalists, and
breaks out of  any traditional mold by refusing to define its members by
vocal part. The diverse lineup includes: Mike Allen, a fixture on the popular
Gaither Homecoming television series, who had never signed on officially
with any one group until now; Jeremy Easley, the X-Factor season-one, top-
15�finalist (male vocalist ages 15–30 category) who received a standing ova-

tion from Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul, Nicole Scherzinger, and L. A. Reid;
Paul Lancaster, longtime Palmetto State member and former member of  the
Mullins, winner of  two Dove Awards with gospel music siblings, the
Martins; Casey Martin, popular keyboardist for an array of  secular and
gospel artists, brings a soulful influence and plays an integral part in the
PSQ presentation; David Staton, Grammy-nominated songwriter, singer,
producer, and adroit industry thought leader; and Larry Strickland, who
sang with the famous Stamps Quartet in the ‘70’s when they backed up Elvis
Presley, and has been seen on the OWN network show, The Judd’s.

“Ask any of  these guys and they would tell you that singing with other
great singers causes you to step it up.        ...Story cont. on Page 5B...

Palmetto State
Quartet To
Perform In

Madison Palmetto State Quartet

Page 1_1  2/21/13  2:26 PM  Page 1



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“Now there was at
Joppa a certain disciple
named Tabitha, which
by interpretation is
called Dorcas: this
woman was full of  good
works, and almsdeeds
which she did.” Acts
9:36.

Dorcas, the Greek
equivalent of  the
Jewish name “Tabitha”
means gazelle.  At the
time her story takes
place, it was common
for many Jews living in
the Diaspora (outside
Judea) to have two
names, one Jewish and
one Greek or Latin.  

Joppa, the city
where she lived, lies
about 30 miles north-
west of  Jerusalem on
the eastern shore of
the Mediterranean.
Because of  its location,
it was the port city for
Jerusalem, lying at the
very edge of  ancient
Judea, where the
Jewish world ended
and the rest of  the
world began.  For a cer-
tain Apostle named
Peter, the events at
Joppa, recorded in the
book of  Acts, repre-
sented a turning point
in his mission. 

Dorcas was one of
those generous souls
who apparently spent a
great deal of  time mak-
ing clothing for the
poor and performing
other good works and
acts of  charity.  She
was a seamstress, a pil-
lar of  the community, a
model of  compassion,
well-loved and revered
by her friends and

neighbors, and well-
known for her many
good deeds.  In the orig-
inal Greek text, the
word “mathetria”
meaning “female disci-
ple” is used in refer-
ence to Dorcas (Acts
9:36), the only time this
word is used in the New
Testament.  It is quite
evident that Dorcas
was an important fig-
ure among the early
believers.

She is presumed to
be a widow, since she
was part of  the group
of  well-off  widows in
Joppa who produced
clothing for the poor
and otherwise minis-
tered to the less fortu-
nate. 

Her story takes
place shortly after the
events of  Pentecost
related in the first
chapter of  Acts; on the
day of  Pentecost, more
than one hundred
believers, in addition to
the Apostles, were gath-
ered in the Upper Room
when the Holy Spirit
descended upon them
with tongues of  fire
and a great rushing of
wind.  Many feel that
the Early Church had

its first beginnings in
that Upper Room.

A short time later,
in Joppa, the beloved
Dorcas succumbs to an
unspecified illness and
soon dies (Acts 9:37).
Her distraught friends
prepare her body for
burial in an upper
chamber of  her house,
but feel the loss of  their
dear friend and leader
so keenly, that, upon
hearing that the
Apostle Peter is in
nearby Lydda, about a
day’s journey from
Joppa, they send two
men to fetch him.

When Peter hears
the news of  Dorcas’
passing, he doesn’t hes-
itate to return with the
messengers to Joppa.
Apparently, Dorcas’
reputation for good
works goes beyond the
boundaries of  Joppa. 

In Acts 9: 40-41,
Peter sends everyone
out of  the room and
prays over the body.
Then, calling her by
her Jewish name,
“Tabitha,” he com-
mands her to rise, and
presents her, alive
...Story cont. on Page
6B...
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Women Of The Bible: 
Dorcas, Raised From the Dead
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I’m a big fan of  repentance.  I use it often!  Yet, hav-
ing spent most of  my life in church, I have a few con-
cerns.  Primarily, since we all have fallen short of  the
glory of  God, the familiarity of  this condition can eas-
ily breed contempt for the remedy.  My experience has
been that if  you don’t really trust the medicine, you
probably won’t take it!

Such is the case for repentance.  Early into our
walk with the Lord, we were taught (hopefully) the
value of  First John 1:9 “If  we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and puri-
fy us from all unrighteousness.”  Now, the key to this
beautiful promise is the word, “confess.”  We use the
word mostly to denote the admission of  having done

something wrong…ala the kid caught with his hand in
the cookie jar!  When we boil this down to its essence,
we are basically saying, “You caught me!”    

This is a far cry from what the verse is saying we
must do to reap the benefits promised.  The real mean-
ing of  the word in scriptural context is to “say the
same thing as another, to come in agreement with.”
Instead of  screaming, “I’m caught!” confession before
God would sound more like, “Stealing cookies is
wrong, as is my desire to eat a dozen of  them before
supper.  Lord, I want to see stealing the way You do,
and I want to respond to it like you would.  I am help-
less to do so without You, so please give me Your
strength and work Your will into my life and way of
thinking.”  This type of  repentance brings a cleansing
rain from heaven.  It defies ritual and embraces repo-
sitioning!  Ritualistic repentance is a way of  “cover-
ing your bases” but often neglects any attempt at a
heart change. Genuine repentance repositions us in
that it takes us away from our own efforts or formulas
and brings us to the cleansing, restoring work of  the
Cross.  Here we become reconciled to God through
Christ, because of  our submission to Him, NOT our
flimsy efforts of  self-repair. (See Romans 5:10)
Actually, according to Acts 11:8, repentance isn’t
something we just decide to do.  This verse says that
repentance was GRANTED to the Gentiles.  Folks
would deal differently with this subject if  they truly
understood that the ability and desire to repent are
both gifts from God to those who desire to have a
changed mind and purpose.

Why is this so important?  Attempting to repent in

our own strength is dangerous!  It easily leads to
despair and disappointment.  Left unchecked, it will
cause many to leave God altogether in a most miser-
ably condemned condition.  Max Lucado alludes to
this when he asks the question, “Have you ever feared
out sinning the grace of  God?”   Christianity is impos-
sible if  it is up to us to make it work, but it isn’t!
Another consequence of  relying on our strength is the
trap of  redefining the Gospel to fit around our desires,
feelings, and…honestly our weaknesses!  Still, this
requires a departure from the Gospel  (good news) into
mere religion, just with an altered set of  rules that
some might feel more capable of  achieving.
Ultimately, this is just another form of  slavery, lacking
any hope!

I love Hosea 6:6, which says, “For I desire mercy,
not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of  God rather than
burnt offerings.”  You see, mercy has to come from an
inward changing of  the heart – something that is
beyond us. Sacrifice, now that is something we can
sink OUR teeth into!  We do it on a regular basis, per-
forming tons of  good works to vainly repair our dam-
age.  If  such efforts were successful, we would no
longer consistently repeat our wayward actions, and
we might even focus on and find God’s true call on our
lives rather than settling for “busy work.” It’s the
“beyond us” that we must not forget.  Repentance is
meant to lift our eyes off  of  our condition to look UP,
and acknowledge the God who is All in ALL, Who is
more than enough for wherever we find ourselves.  In
the end, repentance reminds us that it isn’t about get-
ting by, but getting into JESUS!

The
Pulpit

By Mickey Starling,
Associate Pastor,
New Testament Christian Center

Laptop Lady
or

Hard Copy Honey
Don’t miss a single issue of  the Madison County Carrier 

and Enterprise-Recorder!
Subscribe to our print or E-Edition version, OR you can have the
best of  both worlds - subscribe to the print version AND receive a

year of  our innovative E-Edition for only $5 more!
To subscribe to the e-Edition, send an email to 

news@greenepublishing.com

Repentance



“God said it, I believe it, and that settles it.”
This slogan is one of  today’s all too common
bumper sticker defenses of  the Bible. The phrase
is sometimes amended to read, “God said it…and
that settles it,” to reflect that personal belief  is
inconsequential in the matter. 

Proponents of  this view caricaturize the Bible
as a divinely dictated book of  statutes whose
truth is crystal clear to anyone who has sense
enough to simply read. Of  course they fail to clar-
ify that what they call the “truth” is their view of
the truth, shaped by their unique set of  circum-
stances, experiences, and presuppositions. 

I often encounter fervent, sincere, Bible-
believing people who say things like, “We need

more of  the Bible around here.” I don’t disagree,
but the sense I get is that what some people really
want are for their interpretations of  the Bible to
be upheld, validated and shouted at everyone else
in the room. 

They want the preacher to hit all the hot but-
tons on all the hot issues – and hit these buttons
with some zing – so that they can shout
“Hallelujah, we are right and everybody else is
wrong!” Then they can continue with business as
usual, celebrating their own spiritual beauty and
criticizing the ugliness of  those with whom they
disagree. 

Thus, “believing the Bible” can create hard-
hearted, judgmental, graceless religionists who
patrol society with their personalized weapons of
rigidity and arrogance. In such cases, both belief
and the Bible have been misappropriated.
Christians can become “settled” for sure, but are
simultaneously nothing like their namesake,
Jesus Christ. 

I think there is a more principled approach to
dealing with the Scriptures (even if  my sugges-
tion is shaped by my own unique set of  assump-
tions): What if  we begin to read the Bible descrip-
tively rather than just prescriptively? That is,

what if  the Bible describes the human search for
the Holy – and the Holy’s interaction with the
human – rather than simply prescribing religious
behavior? 

Such a change would allow us to be set free
from stagnant dogma that “settles it,” and instead
put us on a journey of  faithful exploration. We
could then read the Scriptures, not to confirm our
righteousness and others’ wrongness, but looking
for clues to how we can better know God. 

After all, that’s what I believe the Bible is all
about: God spoke through the lives, experiences,
and writing of  those who went before us, so we
could know him. And he is best known in the per-
son of  Jesus. Everything before Jesus is prelude,
everything we read about him is gospel, and
everything we read after him is reflection.  

So we can see that the goal of  the Scriptures is
not to give us ideas about religion; not to help us
form sharper or better doctrinal statements; or to
build theological armaments against those who
believe differently than we do, or to answer all of
our questions. It is to bring us face to face with
Christ, and to become like him.

Consequently, we must be cautious not to fall
more in           ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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God Said It…And That Unsettles It
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B
love with the statues of  the Scriptures than the actual Subject of  the
Scripture. We must guard against being more committed to our presupposi-
tions about God than the Person who came to show us who God is and who
we can become. We cannot be more smitten with the Bible than we are with
Jesus, as strange as that may sound, for that is nothing less than a subtle
form of  idolatry. 

Our faith isn’t built on the Bible. It is built on a Person. There is only one
foundation for Christian faith (the Bible says as much!), and that foundation
is Jesus Christ. Upon him our faith rests, upon him the church is built, and
he is what the Bible is about. 

I’m not advocating setting the Bible aside, but to actually embrace it, and
see to whom it points. This may be an unsettling way to approach the
Scriptures, but being “settled” isn’t the point; knowing and becoming like
Jesus is.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of  multi-
ple books. You can read more and receive regular e-columns in your inbox at
www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 

and once in a while you hit this mag-
ical combination where the whole is
greater than the sum of  its parts,”
according to Strickland. Besides
their stellar talent, each member
brings a unique new audience to the
gospel music they love and its mes-
sage they cherish.

“With so many tie-ins to pop cul-
ture that cross musical genres, this
group is uniquely positioned to
attract and influence new listeners.
This will be welcome news to music
promoters and presenters of  gospel
music globally. Not since
Strickland’s Elvis days with the late
J.D. Sumner and the Stamps has
there been another vocal group that
has featured two great bass singers.

Most recently, PSQ has been
touring with the Judd’s, singing
backup to Wynonna’s�powerful voice
and introducing southern gospel
music to a whole new audience.

“We are not interested in anyone
labeling us a ‘super group’. What we
hope is that�churches will leverage
whatever we’ve been blessed to do in
order to reach out to�various crowds
that typically aren’t planning to

come to church or a gospel con-
cert,”�said Staton. And with some
strategic use of  traditional advertis-
ing and social media, church leaders
may be surprised the number of
first-time attendees who drop in to
check out the great music and hap-
pen to hear some very good news.
The members of  Palmetto State are
committed to effectively sharing the
gospel in a clear, compelling manner
and consider that their top priority.”

Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park is
located just south of  Interstate 10,
Exit 258, south of  Madison, on Old
St. Augustine Road. 

Palmetto State Quartet
Continued from Page 1B
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once more, to the saints and widows who had gathered to mourn her
death.  There is, of  course, much rejoicing in the miracle that brings
the beloved Dorcas back to her community, and news of  the miracle
spreads throughout Joppa.

This becomes a pivotal moment in the life of  Peter.  Up until that
time, he had believed that his mission was to remain in Judea and con-
vert the Jewish people to Christianity, but his journey to Joppa, the
threshold between Judea, the world that he knew, and the Diaspora,
the world beyond, of  which he knows very little, would soon change
that.  

In the tenth chapter of  Acts, news of  the miracle in Joppa, the first
such miracle performed by an Apostle, reaches the ears of  a promi-
nent Gentile, a Roman Centurion named Cornelius. At the same time,
Peter himself, while praying on a rooftop, has a vision of  “unclean”
animals and hears the voice of  God commanding him to eat.  When
Peter protests that these are “unclean,” the voice chides him for saying
thus of  anything the Lord had created.  After this happens three times,
Cornelius’s men reach Peter’s house, and the Apostle begins to under-
stand the message of  the vision.  With God, who created all animals,
there is no division between clean and unclean.  Similarly, there is nei-
ther Jew nor Gentile.  The gospel of  Christ is meant for everyone, Jew
and Gentile alike.

The events of  Joppa have brought Peter to a place where his mira-

cle of  raising Dorcas energizes the gathering of  believers and pro-
duces many new converts.  This place, at the edge of  his known world,
where his path would also cross that of  the Roman Centurion, is where
he would see the Holy Spirit poured out upon both Jew and Gentile
(Acts 10:45), preparing him for a new understanding of  his mission; he
would soon leave his comfort zone deep in the heart of  Judea, which
was hostile to the infant church at that time, and take the gospel
abroad. 

However, Peter’s rooftop epiphany, and even the miracle Dorcas’
resurrection are no less important than the life that she led and the
work she performed.

Today, she is a symbol of  caring, compassion and generosity
toward the poor.  She is the patron saint of  seamstresses and tailors, as
well as charitable groups who provide clothing for the poor.  There are
Dorcas Groups and Dorcas Societies around the world, usually associ-
ated with a church, whose mission is to provide clothing for the poor.

Depictions of  Dorcas in major works of  art are fairly rare,
although she is represented in stained glass windows in a handful of
churches in England, Wales, and Ireland.  Christ Episcopal Church in
St. Joseph Missouri, (ca. 1885) depicts her holding a blue cloth in a
prominent nave window.   

In the United States, she is commemorated along with Lydia of
Thyatira and Phoebe on January 27 in the Calendar of  Saints of  the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and on October 25 in the
Calendar of  Saints of  the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.  

Dorcas, Lydia and Phoebe are also honored with a feast day,
January 27, on the liturgical calendar of  the Episcopal Church of  the
United States.

Dorcas
Continued from Page 2B
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Cal! U" Toda#!

Call us today to chat with one of our Metal Roof Specialists and 
find out how a Premium Metal Roof will not only add incredible curb 
appeal to your project, but will also help you save BIG on your 
next energy bill!

All of our Roofing Systems are engineered and ready for 
installation, and in many cases can be mounted directly over 
your current roofing material.

1(855) IT-LASTS (485-2787)
www.GulfCoastSupply.com
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CALL OR STOP BY OUR SHOWROOM IN ALACHUA TODAY FOR DETAILS   
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Lee Worship Center will host a gospel sing
and potluck supper on Saturday, March 2. 

The potluck supper will begin at 6 p.m. The
sing will immediately follow.

There will be a lot of  great singers and
pickers on hand. If  anyone can play an instru-
ment or sing, please call or go early to get a
time slot. 

A love offering will be received, which will
be used to building a wheel-chair accessible
handicap ramp and to build handicap rest-
rooms. 

For more information, please call Allen
McCormick at (850) 869-9977 or (850) 971-4135.

Funds may also be donated to Lee Worship
Center, Living Word of  Faith Church account
at Madison County Community Bank in
Madison. 

Lee Worship Center
Hosting Gospel Sing
And Potluck Supper

By Julie Ford
One of  the finest

young Gospel singing
groups in the country,
LifeSong, performed
Friday evening,
February 15, at
Shelby’s Restaurant in
Madison at an event
titled “An Evening of
Singin’ and Seafood.”
The band gave diners a
taste of  their newest
CD which will be
released soon.

The main men of
LifeSong, Bryant
Thigpen and Ethan
Brooks, have been
singing together for
years.  They both took
time out from LifeSong
to tour with contempo-
rary Gospel legend
Naomi Sego, then
returned to their home-
town of  Madison with
renewed energy and

dedication to share the
Good News of  Jesus
Christ in music.

Support singer
Jessica Ratliffe joined
LifeSong almost two
years ago.  She
explained, “I always
sang solo at my church
because I always had
trouble singing harmo-
ny.  But God must have
meant for me to join
LifeSong because when
I auditioned I started
singing harmony with
no trouble at all.”

The purpose of
LifeSong is “to reach
people who won’t go
into a church, to spread
the Gospel in places
like this restaurant,”
said Thigpen.  “We like
to reach out to young
people,” added Brooks.
Ratliffe chimed in: “We
just hope to change

somebody’s life.”
LifeSong’s next per-

formance will be
March 3 at 10:30 a.m. at
Bethel Creek Baptist
Church, located at 8945
NW County Road 53,
south of  Madison.

You can sample
their music online at
LifeSongGospel.com,
or even better order
one of  their CDs

through that website.
A “Sneak Peek” CD col-
lection of  three brand-
new songs is available
as an appetizer, to whet
your appetite for the
full-length “Everyday
Faith” CD to be
released this summer.

And by the way, the
seafood buffet at
Shelby’s Restaurant is
delicious!

LifeSong Performs Special CD Event
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

First United Methodist Church, located at 348 SW Rutledge Street in
Madison, will host a Lead Like Jesus Leadership Encounter on Friday,
March 15, and Saturday, March 16. 

Founded by authors Kenneth Blanchard and Phil Hodges, Lead Like
Jesus’ vision is to “glorify God by inspiring and equipping people to
Lead Like Jesus.” 

Maritza B. Dominguez will facilitate the Encounter. She has over 25
years experience as a training consultant and speaker with clients, such
as American Express, Oppenheimer Funds and Royal Caribbean Cruise
Line.

Lead Like Jesus will be held Friday, March 16, from 6-9 p.m. and
Saturday, March 16, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (with a lunch break). The meet-
ings will be held in the Fellowship hall at First United Methodist
Church. 

To register or for more information, call (850) 973-2600 or email Ray
Griffin at ray.griffin@csbdirect.com. 

Lead Like Jesus
Leadership Encounter Set

For March 15 And 16
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The First United
Methodist Church of  Madison
will host their Easter cantata
on Sunday, March 10, during
the 11 a.m. worship service. 

Entitled Forsaken, the
cantata, which will be per-
formed by the Chancel Choir,
was written by Mark Hayes. 

Solos by Terry Fall and
Mike Norfleet will be per-
formed during the cantata. 

An orchestra, consisting
of  a violin, viola, flute, oboe,
trumpet, French horn, bari-
tone horn, piano and double
bass will provide the music. 

Everyone is invited to this
very powerful performance. 

There will be no 8:30 a.m.
service that day. 

First United Methodist Church
To Present Cantata
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Lent will begin this year on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 13, and the Easter season
will soon be upon us. 

If  your church has anything special
planned for Ash Wednesday services or for
upcoming Easter celebrations, please email
them to Jacob@greenepublishing.com or call
Jacob at (850) 973-4141.

Greene Publishing is looking forward to
sharing your information with our readers.

Let Us Know 
About Special

Upcoming Services 
At Your Church

Faith Baptist
Church, Madison,
will be hosting Brian
Norris and Chapel
Road on Sunday
morning, March 3.
Services will start at
10:30 a.m.  Lunch
will be served fol-
lowing the morning
worship.  If you have
any questions, call
(850) 973-2887.  Plan
to attend for a great
time of worship and
fellowship. 

Faith Baptist Church 
To Host Chapel Road
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Dan Schall will appear in
concert at three area Methodist
churches Feb. 22-24. 

Schall will appear at Cherry
Lake United Methodist Church
on Friday evening, Feb. 22, at 6
p.m.

The next evening, Feb. 23,
Schall will be in concert at
Hanson United Methodist
Church at 6 p.m.

On Sunday morning, Feb. 24,
Schall will appear at both the 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. morning wor-
ship services at Lee United
Methodist Church. 

Everyone is invited to go
hear this awesome anointed per-
former sing songs of  praise.
Admission is free. 

According to his website,
www.danschall.org, “Dan Schall
shares his music ministry in

many crossroad towns through-
out the eastern states. Through
his music, he conveys his love for
Jesus Christ and his concern for
his fellow man’s eternity. Dan
stutters when he speaks, but the
Lord has granted him a singing
voice to share the Lord’s words
through music. He made his com-
mitment to share the gospel mes-
sage, after hearing someone sing
the song, ‘He Touched Me.’

“The anger that he had
stored up for many years of  his
youth was released by knowing
that Jesus Christ died for all the
trials that he had gone through.
He had difficulty in being able to
share what Christ meant to him
in spoken word, so he began to
share what Christ meant to him
in song. Through his concerts, he
is able to reach out in a simple
way to help move others to real-
ize what God has given them.”

Dan Schall To Appear At 
Area Churches

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Open Arms Ministries will
host a meal on Wednesday, Feb.
20, from noon-2 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church in
Madison. 

Everyone is cordially invited
to take part in this meal and
enjoy fellowship with the people
there and the staff  of  Open
Arms Ministries. 

For more information, please
call the church at (850) 973-6295.

Open Arms
Ministry Meal

Set For
Wednesday
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You know...
I deserve it.*

*Yes, I do!
I take care of myself, live healthy, 
career's great...and I’m so glad
my spider veins are gone!
Are you ready for pain-free, 
spider vein-free, beautiful legs?
Our revolutionary varicose and
spider vein laser technology is the
healthy choice for active adults.
Like you.
You can even resume your active life style
right away - there’s no hospitalization.
Don’t wait...call now to learn how safe, 
affordable and pain-free pretty legs can be.
It really IS time...do this, for yourself - now!

www.ValdostaVeins.net
Valdosta, Georgia

Greg Martin, MD, FACS
In-Office Procedures
Latest Laser Technology
Insurance Accepted for Most Procedures

South Georgia Vein Centers
(229) 259-9666
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