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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A Lee man was
killed in a rollover at
County Road 255, near
the intersection of  State
Road 6 early Sunday
morning, Feb. 3. 

According to a Flori-
da Highway Patrol re-
port, Alfred N. Allen, 42,
was traveling south on
CR 255. For unknown
reasons, he traveled onto
the west shoulder of  the
road and overcorrected,
steering his 1999 GMC
Sierra to the left. 

The pickup rotated
clockwise and traveled
southeast across both 
lanes of  CR 255. 

The right front of
the truck collided with a
ditch on the east shoul-
der of  the road. The
truck then overturned
and traveled south in the
ditch on the east shoul-
der of  CR 255.

The vehicle came to
a final rest on its wheels,
facing south in the ditch
on the east shoulder of
CR 255. 

Allen was ejected
from the pickup. his
body came to a final rest
on the west shoulder of
CR 255. 

The Lee Volunteer
Fire Department, Madi-
son County EMS and the
Madison County Sher-

iff ’s Office assisted at
the scene. 

FHP Trooper James
Parker was the investi-
gating officer.

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Two new Town
Council members will
soon be representing
Greenville: Calvin Mal-
one will fill the Group 4
seat being vacated by
Martin Lee, while Bar-
bara Dansey will take
over the Group 3 seat for
Michael Halley.  Both in-
cumbents decided not to
seek re-election, and
Malone and Dansey ran
unopposed.  

The Council’s Group
5 seat will see incumbent
Margaret Poppell re-
turning, since no one
filed to run against her. 

“All our paperwork
was filed on time and a
letter was sent to (Super-
visor of  Elections) Tom-
my Hardee’s office, as
required,” said Poppell,
who was volunteering at
the Greenville Town
Hall last Friday morn-
ing, Feb. 1, helping to get
some bills and other nec-
essary mail sent out, as
Town Hall played catch-
up after being without
assistance for a period of
time. 

Now, with two new
faces filling the Town
Clerk and Deputy Clerk
positions, Poppell ex-

pressed optimism that
Greenville could get
back to normal.  

The town has hired
Kimberly M. Reams as
the new Town Clerk and
is taking applications
for City Attorney.  It has
also appointed Lisa
Golden as the new
Deputy Clerk.

“We’re thrilled to
have her,” Poppell said
in reference to Golden,
who brings with her sev-
eral months’ prior expe-
rience working in a
temporary position as
part of  the Town Hall
staff, up until the first of
the year.  Ream, the new
Town Clerk, is also “ex-
tremely well-qualified”
for her new position as
Town Clerk.  

The Florida League
of  Cities sanctioned the
hirings, Poppell ex-
plained, because of
Greenville’s extenuating
circumstances in being
suddenly left with no
one at the helm.  The
League used a scoring
system to evaluate a pool
of  applicants that the
Town of  Greenville al-
ready had on file, so that
Greenville could fill
those vital positions as
quickly as possible.  The

hirings were announced
at the January 17 meet-
ing, which was adver-
tised as required; the
new Town Clerk and
Deputy Clerk are now in
place.

The Greenville
Town Council meetings
are held the second Mon-
day of  each month at 6
p.m. at the Greenville
Town Hall, and all inter-
ested residents are
urged to attend.  The
next regularly scheduled
meeting is Monday, Feb.
11, and the one after
that, where the new
council members Mal-
one and Dansey will take
their seats on the Town
Council, is Monday,
March 11.  

If  anyone wants any
public information on
any public official, civil
servant, city employee
or basically any resident
in Madison, they can vis-
it the website
www.madisonclerk.com
or www.taylorclerk.com.

For more informa-
tion on the Town Hall
meetings or any items
that may be coming up
on the agenda, contact
the Greenville Town
Hall staff  at (850) 948-
2251.

Madison County
Memorial Hospital Chief
Executive Officer David
Abercrombie writes
about the reasons for
several changes at the fa-
cility. Changes include
the layoff  of  five employ-
ees, the hospital discon-
tinuing endoscopy
services and the hospital
no longer running Four
Freedoms Health Ser-
vices. Please see the
story on page 3A. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Who should be this year’s Madison County Citi-
zen of  the Year? 

It’s decision time as the Madison County Cham-
ber of  Commerce and Tourism is now receiving ap-
plications for the honor. The recognition is given to
a resident of  the county “who has made a positive
difference through leadership, community involve-
ment, volunteerism and overall public service to our
county.”

Past winners have included Deloris Jones, Juan
Botino, Oliver Bradley, Jackie Johnson, Tommy
Greene, Tim Sanders, Dolly Ballard and Bernard
Wilson among many others. Ballard was last year’s
Citizen of  the Year. 

The activities should be outside a person’s regu-
lar job and previous winners are not eligible to be
Citizen of  the Year. 

If  anyone knows of  a person who deserves to be
Citizen of  the Year, please pick up forms from or re-
quest them from the Chamber of  Commerce. Addi-
tional pages may also be attached if  necessary. 

Nominations will be accepted until noon on
Monday, April 1. 

The Citizen of  the Year will serve as Grand Mar-
shal for this year’s Down Home Days Parade. 

Entries may be mailed to 248 SW Range Avenue,
Madison, FL 32340 or faxed to (850) 973-8864. 

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Regarding the Fellowship Cemetery story that appeared in the Carrier on
Jan. 30, Mrs. JoAnn Wilson does not any future burial plots reserved.  

Also, the rule changes as to how the plots could me marked out were in ref-
erence to a letter her cousin Coretha Russell received.  While there have been
rule changes, Mrs. Wilson did not receive any letters from the board of  trustees
for the cemetery; she was relating an incident that happened to her cousin
Coretha who received the letter.  This reporter misunderstood and thought she
meant that both she and her cousin received a letter, but only Mrs. Russell re-
ceived a letter.

Mrs. Wilson’s photographs were taken near a major holiday, but it might
have been closer to Christmas than Thanksgiving.  It was after her cousin had
received the letter about mid-December from the board of  trustees asking her to
remove some of  the markers from her family member’s gravesites, and Mrs.
Wilson then went to the cemetery to try to document some of  what was hap-
pening.

Apologies to Mrs. Wilson for the mistakes.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A driver was
charged with fail-
ure to drive in a
single lane, follow-
ing a rollover on
Sunday afternoon,
Feb. 3.

According to a
Florida Highway
Patrol report, Ju-
lian Jackson, 19, of
Orlando, was trav-
eling eastbound in the left lane of  In-
terstate 10. 

Jackson’s 2004 Toyota Camry trav-
eled into the median and over-steered

the vehicle to the
right. 

The Toyota ro-
tated a quarter-
turn clockwise
and overturned in
the median, com-
ing to rest on its
roof, facing west. 

Jackson was
not injured in the
rollover. 

FHP Trooper Mark Boatwright
was the investigating officer. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

An animal caused $2,000 worth of  damage to a
Pinetta man’s car on Thursday evening, Jan. 31. 

According to a Florida Highway Patrol report,
Robert Graham, 32, was eastbound on US 90 near SW
Hensey Cemetery Way, when an animal traveled into
the path of  his 2008 Volkswagen Jetta. 

The animal struck the front of  the car. 
Graham was not injured in the mishap. 
FHP Trooper Mark Boatwright was the investi-

gating officer. 

The GMC Sierra that
Alfred Allen was travel-
ing in overturned.

Photo by PHOTOS BY RUSSELL,
February 3, 2013

Photo by PHOTOS BY RUSSELL, February 3, 2013
First responders and Madison County EMS load Alfred Allen into the ambu-

lance. He died later.
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Obstructive sleep apnea is a condi-
tion that affects 18 million Americans,
and is linked to heart disease, congestive
heart failure, stroke, diabetes, metabolic
syndrome, depression, liver disease, not
to mention various cognitive impair-
ments, so beyond the obvious problems of
fatigue and inability to function well due
to lack of  sleep.  Sleep apnea has far-
reaching health consequences. Good
sleep is one of  the foundational health
principles - one simply CANNOT be
healthy without adequate sleep.

Obstructive sleep apnea is a condi-
tion that is caused by a blockage in the
airway during sleep resulting in a stop-
page of  breathing for short periods of
time, several times a night. The blockage
is usually caused by the tongue or the ton-
sils falling back in the throat when the
sleeper is on his/her back, resulting in
snoring at best, and a complete airway
blockage at worst. This leads to lowered
levels of  blood oxygen, resulting fluctuat-
ing heart rates and blood pressure in an
effort to deliver the required oxygen to
the body. The disruption in sleep in addi-
tion to the lowered blood oxygen, increas-
es body stress and all that that entails. 

Obesity is the biggest cause of  the
problem, with food sensitivity, especially
to gluten and dairy being another poten-
tial cause. Diagnosis usually involves go-
ing to a sleep clinic for a sleep study.
Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) is chroni-
cally under-diagnosed - 1 in 5 adults have
mild OSA, and 1 in 15 has moderate OSA,
and often the bed partners of  those with
sleep apnea are also sleep deprived due to
the noise of  the snoring. So, it is quite
probable that as many as 1 in 3 adults are
not getting enough sleep. The health im-

plications for the population are stagger-
ing!

The “symptom relief” treatment for
obstructive sleep apnea that works well is
Continuous Positive Airway Pressure
(CPAP). The sleeper wears a mask which
delivers oxygen at a pressure that keeps
the tongue and tonsils from sliding back
and blocking the airway, effectively pre-
venting the stoppages in breathing and
allowing for a better sleep. But as soon as
the treatment is stopped, sleep apnea re-
turns, so CPAP can only be considered a
“sleep apnea management system.” It
does not deal with the cause. To address
the cause of  sleep apnea, one can reduce
bodyweight by staying away from all
processed and fast food, sugar, flour prod-
ucts (baked goods, pasta, crackers etc.)
and polyunsaturate vegetable oils, find
out what ratios of  carbohydrates, pro-
teins and fats are right for one’s biochem-
istry (metabolic typing) and eat
accordingly, and exercise regularly. It
may be worth going to one’s physician
to be tested for food sensitivities, and re-
move those foods from one’s diet as well.

As one who deals with a sleep prob-
lem many nights of  the week, I know
what it feels like to struggle through a
day with that dizzy feeling near the front
of  the forehead, the lethargy, and the in-
ability at times to think straight. It is not
an enjoyable feeling. 

Even though the journey may be
longer, it is safer to resolve the underly-
ing cause of  the problem through diet
and lifestyle modification, and if  deemed
necessary through functional medical
testing, appropriate supplementation.  I
will be getting my CPAP machine in the
not too distant future.

I wrote a column a few years back
concerning “Respect For Our Country
And Flag.”  For the last several months I
have wanted to re-write another column
concerning the same thing. 

I truly think nothing irritates me
more than showing disrespect during a
prayer (showing disrespect to God) and
showing disrespect during the pledge of
allegiance and/or the singing of  the Na-
tional Anthem (disrespect to our country.)

On several occasions, lately, I have
been at functions where the The National
Anthem (“The Star-Spangled Banner”)
was sung. I seem to always take notice of
those that do not stand at attention and
salute the flag during the song. Could it
be that they were never taught to? Hard to
believe; but possible. However, as one
grows into adulthood, surely they have
seen others behave properly, and should
have learned that lesson. Or, could it be
that they just don’t care?

Flag Code
United States Code Title 36
§301. National anthem
Designation. — The composition con-

sisting of  the words and music known as
the Star-Spangled Banner is the national
anthem. 

Conduct During Playing — During
rendition of  the national anthem — 

when the flag is displayed — 
individuals in uniform should give

the military salute at the first note of  the
anthem and maintain that position until
the last note; 

members of  the Armed Forces and
veterans who are present but not in uni-
form may render the military salute in
the manner provided for individuals in
uniform; and 

all other persons present should face
the flag and stand at attention with their
right hand over the heart, and men not in
uniform, if  applicable, should remove
their headdress with their right hand and
hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being
over the heart; and 

when the flag is not displayed, all pre-
sent should face toward the music and act
in the same manner they would if  the flag
were displayed. 

It amazes me (bothers me) at the chil-

dren that are allowed to run around dur-
ing the National Anthem.  Where are
their parents?  Parents should be teach-
ing those children to stand still and salute
the flag properly.  

While attending a basketball game
recently, I watched as one of  the referees
swayed back and forth, and continually
turned around to talk to the referee be-
hind him, during the singing of  the Na-
tional Anthem. 

Society, as a whole, complains about
the disrespect that citizens have for other
citizens, disresect for personal property,
and disrepect for life, in general. It’s be-
cause good moral values and lessons
aren’t being taught at a young age.  

While attending a Madison County
Down Home Days’ Rodeo, a few years ago,
I saw something that was as impressive to
me as anything could have ever possibly
been. 

As the rodeo began, the crowd stood
for prayer, the Pledge of  Allegiance, and
then began singing the National Anthem.
(And yes, I had already noticed all those
around me that were not saluting the flag,
were swaying back and forth, and/or not
singing at all.) As we first began singing,
I noticed a boy, around the age of  six,
walking in front of  us carrying two
drinks. As soon as he realized what we
were singing he immediately stopped,
turned toward the arena, tucked the
drink in his right hand under his left
arm, took his cowboy hat off, and placed
it over his heart and began to sing. At the
age of  six, he had already been taught re-
spect for God, country and man. How is it
that so many other people in this world
have lost that? 

So, I end this column with a big
“Thank You” to all of  our veterans, and to
the men and women that are currently
serving in our military. If  it were not for
the wars of  “yesteryear” and the soldiers
that fought in them, we would not have
the freedoms that we take for granted to-
day. Furthermore, if  it were not for our
current military men and women, we
would not be able to continue to enjoy
these same freedoms.

Until then..... I’ll see you around the
town.
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Accident Investigation

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

An important part of
my background, primar-
ily from my Air Force
experience, is to investi-
gate and correct the
cause of  accidents.  Ear-
ly on, I took an interest
into why jets crash and
what mistakes were
made.  In the mid-1980s, I
was in a position to actu-
ally investigate these ac-
cidents.

The highest profile
accident investigation I
was part of  took place in
the summer of  1984
when the first B-1
bomber crashed at Ed-
wards AFB, CA.  I was
the maintenance officer
on the crash investiga-
tion team.  Even though
the crash was the result
of  human error, our
team made five engi-
neering change recom-
mendations to the Air
Force to prevent future
accidents of  a similar
nature.  The Air Force
accepted all of  our rec-
ommendations and
changed production and
retrofitted the fleet to
improve the design.  It
was a costly accident
which cost the life of  one
test pilot and a valuable
test aircraft, but safety
was improved.

And that is the point
of  this: when we are the
victims of  a mishap, we
should be smart enough
to learn from the experi-
ence and prevent a re-
currence.  

Let me give you a
couple of  local exam-
ples.  A couple of  years
ago, I lost a young friend
in a night, single-vehicle
rollover on the highway
to Quitman.  A month or
so later, I was driving
along that road and
slowed down to look at
the conditions that
might have contributed
to the accident.  It was a
prime set-up for an acci-
dent – descending curve;
no shoulder; steep em-
bankment; large oak
trees in the right-of-way.
I concluded that once
her wheels left the road-
way, she was doomed.

I recommended to lo-
cal officials that a guard
rail would have saved
her life.  Because it is a
state highway, they had
to call in Florida DOT in-
spectors to make a deter-
mination.  My idea of  a
guardrail was not ac-
cepted, however today,
there are improved
warning signs and re-
flectors to notify drivers
in the dark of  the curve.
I believe the dangerous
situation has been im-
proved.

Here is another ex-
ample.  Last Good Fri-
day, my wife and I were
involved in a three-vehi-
cle accident.  We were
sitting at an intersection
when a collision oc-
curred in front of  us and
the wreckage spun into
our sedan.  The driver
who caused the accident
missed multiple warn-
ings and ran a stop light
… but there’s more to
the story.  The intersec-
tion (Highways 255 and
6) is dangerous and
there are “rumble”
strips in on the north-
south road to alert dri-
vers that they’re
approaching a stop.  The
rumble strips were very
worn and nearly ineffec-
tive.

Since the rumble
strips were on a county
road, I called our local
road department and
asked for the strips to be
repaired.  It took a while
(they’re done by a con-
tractor), but the strips
have been repaired and
they’re much-improved.
I’m certain they are
much more likely to get
an inattentive driver’s
attention.  But, I wonder
how many other sets of
rumble strips around
Madison County are
worn and no longer do
the job they were intend-
ed?  Do we have to wait
for an accident to im-
prove safety?

Recall the Chal-
lenger accident in Janu-
ary 1986.  All of  the
warning signs were pre-
sent that severely cold

weather would compro-
mise the design of  the
joint seals on the rocket
boosters, but a failure of
imagination led the flaw
to go undetected until a
valuable space vehicle
and seven lives were
lost.  The few engineers
who did understand the
flaw were silenced by de-
cision makers who were
more concerned with
schedule and cost than
safety.

Sometimes, the true
cause of  an accident or
tragedy is masked to
push an agenda for pur-
poses other than to cor-
rect the true cause.
That’s what bothers me
about the Sandy Hook
Elementary massacre
that occurred in Con-
necticut recently.  There
were three ingredients
to this disaster, the same
which occurred earlier
in the year at a theater
in Aurora, Colorado: the
shooter; his weapon; and
a school where a large
number of  innocents
were gathered.

The political agenda
has focused on the
weapon and those like it,
rather than the deranged
shooter and the place of
the massacre.  It seems to
me that if  you really
wanted to prevent similar
disasters in the future,
you would focus on keep-
ing weapons out of  the
hands of  mentally unsta-
ble people and protecting
the people in places of
mass gathering, like a
school or theater.

I want to be in a po-
sition to prevent acci-
dents.  If  I cannot, then I
want to learn everything
I can from an accident to
prevent it from recur-
rence.  Mishaps are cost-
ly and if  we’re alert, we
can always do better.

Postscript: St.
Mary’s Episcopal
Church is hosting its’
annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper as a pre-
lude to Lent on February
12 from 5:30 to 7 p.m..  No
charge but donations are
welcome.  Ya’ll come.  
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Check us out and

become a fan of our page!
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DID YOU KNOW…….?

Respect For Our Country 
And Flag

I am writing to say
some words about Bob
“Cur Dog” Cade who
passed away on January
2, 2013. I knew Bob when
he chose “the Cur Dog”
as his moniker circa
1989. He was a drug and
alcohol counselor who
had started giving his
“On the Line” pre-game
talks to football teams in
the Jackson Mississippi
area and also to Catholic
High School in Baton
Rouge Louisiana. He be-
came a permanent
speaker for the Pearl
Mississippi Pirates
when his 1st talk there
resulted in the 30 point
underdog Pirates beat-
ing the Meridian Wild-
cats, the number 7th

ranked high school team
in the nation, 37-14. He
also was a frequent ban-
quet and 12 Step Group
speaker and his talks
were described as “elec-
tric” by those who heard
them.                                                             

Bob Cade was a man
of  integrity—his word
was his bond. He under-
stood that life was about
“Guts, God and Charac-
ter.” He helped many al-
coholics and addicts get
into full-time  recovery
and lives of  meaning and
service. He inspired hun-
dreds of  young football
players to give 100% on
the field  and leave the re-
sults to God. He was a
true friend and never
shrank from speaking

the truth as he saw it.
His last 12 or so years he
was the pre-game speak-
er for the Madison Coun-
ty Cowboys as they
consistently ranked
number one or two in the
state. Once Bob decided
he was “On the Line,” he
stayed there for the rest
of  his life-30 years.                                 

I will dearly miss
him. He was my friend
upon whom I always
could rely to tell me the
truth, usually some ver-
sion of  “you blew it be-
cause your ego, Nevels;
but don’t beat yourself
up, you’re just human.
Now get back on the
line.”  

Dr. Bob Nevels
Ridgeland, Miss.

A Few Words About Bob “Cur Dog” Cade
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In the summer of  2014, Madison County Memo-
rial Hospital (MCMH) will open the doors to a new
hospital.  Over the past two years our hospital has
worked hard to strengthen its operations so that
when it moves into the new building, it can provide
even better care to the people of  Madison County.

However, MCMH was recently notified by the
Florida Hospital Association that Medicare will cut
its payments to the hospital by maybe as much as
$140,000; and furthermore, that over the next 10
years, Medicare will again cut payments to this hos-
pital by maybe as much as $2,000,000.  In addition, all
employers in the nation will pay higher payroll tax-
es.   Hospitals across the country are receiving sim-
ilar news about their Medicare payment cuts and
additional tax.  This news has forced our hospital to
strengthen our financial position.  It is painful.   

In response to these new challenges, Madison
County Memorial Hospital must do two things:
First, it must balance the Medicare payment cuts by
cutting its operating expenses.  The hospital has ac-
complished this by eliminating five jobs and by cut-
ting every employee’s salary by 5 percent.  This
includes the CEO’s salary.  

Second, it must operate only those service lines
that financially break even.  The hospital can no
longer operate a service that does not pay for itself.
Four Freedoms Health Services, the hospital’s pri-
mary care clinic, does not financially break even.
About 55 percent of  all patients at the clinic pay ei-
ther by Medicaid, private pay, no-pay, and on a slid-
ing-scale depending on their household income.  It
brings in about $28,000 cash a month less than it
costs to operate it.  The hospital is therefore selling
it to the physician and nurse practitioners that cur-
rently operate it. This should cause very little dis-
ruption for our patients, if  any disruption at all.  

The hospital must also close its endoscopy ser-
vice line.  This service line makes about $13,000 a
month less than it costs to operate.  It provides very
high quality services to the people of  Madison
County.  Unfortunately, the number of  people using
the service is not enough to pay for its operations.
As a matter of  fact, about 30 percent of  all appoint-
ments are either cancelled by the patient, or worse,
on the day of  the procedure the patient simply does
not show up.  This leaves the expensive endoscopy
team doing nothing but waiting for the next ap-
pointment.  To reduce costs, services were offered
every other week instead of  once a week.  But, it has
not worked.  It still does not pay for itself  and must
be closed.  It will provide services for its last patient
on February 19.

To do these things is hard – very hard.  But the
hospital cannot continue to operate service lines
that do not pay for themselves if  it is to meet its fi-
nancial obligations and absorb the impact of  re-
duced Medicare payments and higher taxes. 

It is true that many small community hospitals
operate service lines which do not meet their ex-
penses.  This is because they often receive funding
exceeding a million dollars a year, either from their
County’s operating funds or from a hospital district
tax earmarked to subsidize hospital operations.  In
Madison, the County reimburses the hospital about
$285,000 a year for services provided to indigent pa-
tients.  Although this is greatly appreciated, it sim-
ply does not come close to the $3 million of
uncompensated care provided by the hospital every
year.  

Economic times are tough and they are getting
tougher.  Madison County Memorial Hospital has
taken responsible actions to ensure a strong hospi-
tal.  Unless a community understands the reasons
why, doing what is right in hard times can come with
criticism.  We ask for your understanding and sup-
port of  our actions – in doing what is right.  To con-
tinue operating as if  the hospital is not affected by
the changes across our country and by our own local
economy would be irresponsible.

CHANGES AT THE
HOSPITAL

By 
David 

Abercrombie

I told ya’ ‘uh while back that Billy Roy
Thompson got ‘uh football scholarship. He’s
study’n ta’ be ‘uh civil engineer, ‘n ‘ees first in his
class.  When Billy was 14 he was already 6 foot 2 ‘n
weighed 275. He started work’n fer’ John Henry
Fountain ‘cause John had ‘uh bad back ‘n needed
help with the heavy work on his farm. Sometimes
the starter on John’s tractor didn’t work so he’d
have Billy push the tractor off  by hand. John sold
them 1000 pound rolls ‘uh hay ‘n hauled ‘um on
‘uh big flat bed trailer. He didn’t have no way ta’
haul his tractor ta’ offload the hay so he’d have
Billy shove ‘um off  at the buyer’s farm. 

They gave Billy ‘uh nick-name of  Oak when
he was play’n football in high school. I always
wondered how he come by it. Billy’s high school
coach, Coach Pushums, was at the coffee shop ‘n I
ask’t ‘eem where  “Oak” came from. He said the
first time he met Billy was at ‘uh practice. Billy
was 15   years old, he was 6 foot 5, ‘n weighed 325.
Coach was drill’n the team ‘n Billy had walked up

behind ‘eem ta’ watch. Coach suddenly turned
around ta’ get his clipboard ‘n run square inta’
Billy. It knocked Coach flat on his back. Billy of-
fered his hand ta’ help Coach up, ‘n Coach said, “
Son, Have you got roots in the ground? I thought I
had run inta’ ‘uh live oak tree.” Coach needed ‘uh
line backer ‘n ask’t if  Billy would consider. Now
that Billy is in college, everybody on campus calls
‘eem  “Oak”.

Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
( Cracker fer’ short )

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist

CRACKER SEZ
OAK

Would you like to give up the name tag for a business card? Ready to
sell that old TV to make room for a new one? Well, this is your chance.

Check out the Classifieds today!

Call us to submit 
your classified ad at:
(850) 973-4141 or

Mail us at:
Greene Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 772

Madison, FL 32341
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Mildred Louise Barclay Sweet,
age 81, died Wednesday, January 30,
2013, in Tallahassee.

Funeral services were held at 2
p.m. Saturday, February 2, 2013, at
Beggs Funeral Home with burial at
Evergreen Cemetery. Visitation was
from 5-8 p.m. Friday at Beggs Funer-
al Home. 

She was a very loving and caring
woman. She was a mother and grand-
mother to all. She never met a
stranger. She loved to travel and see
new places, but no matter where she
was family was always first. She felt
the need to feed everyone who
walked through her door. She was a
member of  New Macedonia Baptist
Church.

She was survived by six chil-
dren: Betty Lou Calloway, Suellen
Rider, Greg Herring, Eddie Sweet
(Connie), Sarah Allen (Danny), Shan
Lastinger (Ed); two brothers:
Thomas Barclay (Veronica), Cleve-
land Barclay; four sisters: Grace Bat-
tle (Hall), Joann Byington, Frances
Arnold (Sonny) and Wanda Byington
(Jr); 14 grandchildren: Ben Taylor
(Mike), Bunnie Calloway, Jonthan
Calloway (Rachel), Elaine Kinsey,
Scot Cruce (Teresa), Stephanie Rider,
Sean Herring (April), Becky Davis
(Gary), Ragan Sweet, Brad Hagan,
Emily Buchanan (Brandon),
Cameron Lastinger (Bethan), Troy
Lastinger, Abby Lastinger; 18 great-
grandchildren, and  one great great-
grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her
parents: James Perry and Sarah
Ellen Pickles  Barclay; two husbands:
Willard Herring, and Al Sweet; one
brother, James Perry Barclay, and
one sister, Bernice Odom, and one
grandson, Dennis Lastinger.

Donations may be made to Big
Bend Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center
Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32308-5862

Beggs Funeral Home is in charge
of  arrangements: 850-973-2258.

Obi tuar i es
Mildred
Louise 

Barclay Sweet
J. D. (Buddy) Scruggs, 93, of  Madison, died Thursday, January

31, 2013, at home. Buddy was born March 11, 1919, in Perry. The
Scruggs family moved to Madison about 1925 where Buddy attend-
ed school. He graduated in 1937 from Castle Heights Military Acad-
emy in Lebanon, Tenn. Buddy served in the U.S. Army in World
War II where he worked in Europe in the area of  military govern-
ment.  After his military service, he attended University of  Florida
and earned a B.S. in Forestry. He worked as a forester and Regis-
tered Land Surveyor (PLS#963) in the north Florida area for 40
years and was considered an expert by his peers in retracing the
original surveyors’ footsteps and “proving” their section corners.
Buddy served as a commissioner for the City of  Madison for 21
years. He was also a founding member of  Grace Presbyterian
Church, where he served as deacon, elder, and elder emeritus.

He was predeceased by his parents, James Dexter Scruggs and
Corrine Porter Scruggs; his brother, Richard Martin Scruggs; sis-
ters Corrine S. Winderweedle, Martha Curtis Lafitte, and Mary S.
Brinson; and his first wife of  36 years, Frances Owens Scruggs.

He is survived by his wife of  28 years, Peggy Blake Scruggs,
and daughters Mary Ann Sanders (Tim) and Frances Adleburg;
grandchildren, Alexis Adleburg (Ryan Pulfer), Ben Adleburg, and
Sara Sanders; great-grandson, Michael Owen Pulfer; six nieces and
nephews, including Nate Curtis (BJ) of  Madison. He is also sur-
vived by Peggy’s children Michael Blake (Linda), Rachael Adams
(Mike), and Suzanne Hooten (Gibson); and grandchildren Charissa
Blake, Joshua Blake, Zachary Adams, Jared Adams (Allison),
Caleb Adams, Caitlin Adams, Jacob Adams, Michael Hooten and
Joseph Hooten.

The funeral service was held at 11 a.m. Monday, February 4,
2013, at Grace Presbyterian Church in Madison, Florida, followed
by burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery. The family received friends in the
sanctuary prior to the service. In lieu of  flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Grace Presbyterian Church, P. O. Box
76, Madison, Florida  32341. Beggs Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements: 850-973-2258.

James Dexter (Buddy) 
Scruggs

Correction
Joanne Ragans was incorrectly identified

as the Greenville Elementary School Teacher of
the Year in the Friday, Feb. 1, edition of  The Madi-
son Enterprise-Recorder. The story should have
read that she is the Pinetta Elementary School
Teacher of  the Year. We sincerely apologize for
the error. 



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

There is a river of  history that runs all across
North Florida, historian and re-enactor Steve Knight
told the Madison Rotary Club.  It is a river that deeply
involves many who live here now, because it shaped
the lives of  their ancestors for several generations
and because so many of  those who lived and fought
and died in North Florida battles lie buried in ceme-
teries in so many little towns across this part of  the
state.

Knight, a native of  Madison whose mother re-
members when Highway 90 was a dirt road, says he
first began re-enacting historic battles in 1979 and
has been participating in the Olustee Battle Re-enact-
ment ever since.  This year marks the 37th Annual
Olustee Battle Re-enactment and the 35th Olustee
Battle Festival, coming up Feb. 15-17 in Lake City.

The first time he participated in a re-enactment,
he remembers everyone looking like “fresh fish,”
wide-eyed and watching everything going on around
them.  Each year since then, there have been few
brand-new re-enactors with that wide-eyed look,
while there are others who are so “in character” one
would swear they had actually been in the Civil War
itself, wearing the same unwashed uniform year af-
ter year, with all the little rips and tears and dirt, and
looking as if  they had actually just spent several
weeks fighting in the fields and swamps.

The purpose of  the re-enactment is not to re-fight
the war, Knight told the club members, but to teach
about history.  The re-enactors stage historical battles
as closely as possible to the actual event to show peo-
ple what it was like, what the soldiers had to endure,
and how they had to live during this period of  histo-
ry.  The re-enactment shows respect to both sides, the
bad things that happened, as well as the good things
that people did.  It is the largest re-enactment in the
southeastern U.S., with thousands participating each
year, coming from as far away as Virginia.  

“We can’t pretend that history didn’t happen and
cover it up,” said Knight, referring to a movement in
some parts of  Georgia to not teach the Civil War as
part of  history at all.  “That’s stupid.  What happened
then is a part of  today.”

If  that part of  history is ignored, then so are the
contributions of  the black soldiers who fought with
the Union troops in the battles, including the Battle of
Olustee, where several were captured by Confederate
troops and imprisoned in the stockade in Anderson-
ville, Ga.  Twenty-two of  the headstones in the An-
dersonville National Cemetery bear the designation
U.S.C.T.  (United States Colored Troops). 

Then, of  course, there’s the fact that the re-enact-
ing can be just plain fun sometimes.  

“We get to be in a lot of  movies,” said Knight,
adding that movie producers love re-enactors, be-
cause they have their own costumes and already

know the drill.  He trained some of  the soldiers for
the movie Glory, with Denzel Washington, and was a
part of  the miniseries North and South, where
Patrick Swayze was shot right in front of  him in one
of  the battle scenes.

The re-enactment is a great place to take kids and
grandkids and let them see a little of  what that his-
torical era might have been like, Knight told the au-
dience.  The event is so big, covering so much
territory, that it is impossible to see it all at once.  It
includes not only the staged battles, but also the en-
campments with the various field tents, including of-
ficer’s tents and the medical tents that also serve as
first aid stations in the event of  accidents and in-
juries.  Knight related the story of  a man who was ac-
cidentally hit in the head with a 12-pound rifle butt,
and Knight himself  suffered a fall and broken leg one
year.

The weekend festival has something for every-
one, with a parade downtown, period music concerts
and a Saturday night dance.  There is also a park and
ride service from the Lake City Airport out to the re-
enactments at the Olustee Battlefield site.  For more
information about the event, visit www.olusteefesti-
val.com. 

www.greenepublishing.comWednesday, February 6, 2013 Madison County Carrier • 5A

AROUND MADISON COUNTY

FREE EKGs*, Cholesterol*, 
Blood Pressure, 

Blood Sugar Screenings* 
Body Fat Analysis, Lecture series, 

Basic Vision Screenings, and more. 

Sponsored by:

Participating Physicians:

William Grow, MD
George “Trey” Powell, MD 
George Sidney Staton, MD

February 9, 2013
8:30am - 11:30am

VSU University Center

* Requires registration

Registration, or more info: 
229.333.1074

Troy Swann
Owner

324 NE Conner St.
Live Oak, FL 32060

Day (386) 362-5655
Night (386) 362-5593

TROY’S AUTOMOTIVETROY’S AUTOMOTIVE
MACHINE SHOPMACHINE SHOP
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The next meeting of  the 55 Plus Club falls on
Wednesday, Feb. 13, the day before Valentine’s Day – an
easy date to remember!  

The February meeting will be hosted by the Board
of  United Methodist Cooperative, and folks who come
out will have a chance to meet and greet the board
members, ask questions, and find out more about the
Cooperative’s many outreach ministries.

The featured guest speaker is School Superinten-
dent Doug Brown, who will be talking about Madison
County’s schools, their challenges, their opportuni-
ties, and what the future looks like for the school dis-
trict.  Prior to his election as Superintendent, Brown
was an instructor at North Florida Community Col-
lege, where he also held an administrative position in
later years.

The Co-op extends a warm welcome to all seniors
55 and older, to the Feb. 13 meeting at noon at the Unit-
ed Methodist Cooperative Ministries Center, at the cor-
ner of  NE Dill Street and Highway 145.  

55 Plus meets at noon on the second Wednesday of
every month, and it is free and open to all interested se-
niors.  There are no dues or registration fees, and you
do not have to make a reservation to attend.  Just come,
bring friends, enjoy the fellowship and the free lunch
provided by the host church for that month, and hear
presentations on topics of  interest to seniors.

For directions to the UMC Center, or for more in-
formation about the February meeting, the 55 Plus
Club in general, or any of  the Co-op’s other outreach
ministries, please contact coordinator Deborah Brown
at (850) 929-4938.

School Superintendent
Doug Brown Is 

Next Guest Speaker 
At 55 Plus

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, January 30, 2013

History re-enactor Steve Knight, in Civil War bat-
tle costume, talks about the upcoming Olustee Battle
Re-enactment and Festival in Lake City.

Civil War Re-Enactor 
Steve Knight Talks About 

The Battle Of Olustee Festival



Dear Savvy Senior,
What’s the best, con-

flict-free way to divvy up
my personal possessions
to my kids after I’m
gone? I have a lot of  jew-
elry, art, family heir-
looms and antique
furniture, and five
grown kids that don’t al-
ways see eye-to-eye on
things. Any suggestions
would be appreciated. 

Seeking Peace

Dear Seeking,
Divvying up person-

al possessions among

adult children or other
loved ones is a task that
many parents dread. De-
ciding who should get
what without showing
favoritism, hurting
someone’s feeling or
causing a feud can be dif-
ficult, even for close-knit
families who enter the
process with the best of
intentions. Here are
some tips to consider
that can help you divide
your stuff  with minimal
conflict.  

Problem Areas
For starters, you

need to be aware that it’s
usually the small, sim-
ple items of  little mone-
tary value that cause the
most conflicts. This is
because the value we at-
tach to the small person-
al possessions is usually
sentimental or emotion-
al, and because the sim-
ple items are the things
that most families fail to
talk about. 

Family battles can
also escalate over
whether things are be-
ing divided fairly by
monetary value. So for
items of  higher value
like your jewelry, an-
tiques and art, consider
getting an appraisal to
assure fair distribution.
To locate an appraiser,
visit appraisers.org. 

Ways to Divvy 
The best solution for

passing along your per-
sonal possessions is for
you to go through your
house with your kids (or

other heirs) either sepa-
rately or all at once.
Open up cabinets, draw-
ers and closets, and go
through boxes in the at-
tic to find out which
items they would like to
inherit and why. They
may have some emotion-
al attachment to some-
thing you’re not aware
of. If  more than one
child wants the same
thing, you will have the
ultimate say. 

Then you need to sit
down and make a list of
who gets what on paper,
signed, dated and refer-
enced in your will. You
can revise it anytime
you want. You may also
want to consider writing
an additional letter or
create an audio tape, CD
or DVD that further ex-
plains your intentions. 

You can also specify
a strategy for divvying
up the rest of  your prop-
erty. Some fair and rea-
sonable options include: 

Take turns choos-
ing: Use a round-robin
process where family
members take turns
picking out items they
would like to have. If
who goes first becomes
an issue, they can al-
ways flip a coin or draw
straws. Also, to help sim-
plify things, break down
the dividing process
room-by-room, versus
tackling the entire
house. 

Have a family auc-
tion: Give each person
involved the same

amount of  “play money,”
or use “virtual points”
to bid on the items they
want. This can also be
done online at
eDivvyup.com, a website
for families and estate
executors that provides
a fair and easy way to
distribute of  personal
property. 

For more ideas, see
“Who Gets Grandma’s
Yellow Pie Plate?” A re-
source created by the
University of  Minneso-
ta Extension Service
that offers a detailed
workbook or interactive
CD for $12.50, and DVD
for $30, that gives point-
ers to help families dis-
cuss property
distribution and lists
important factors to
keep in mind that can
help avoid conflict. You
can order a copy online
at yellowpieplate.
umn.edu or by calling
800-876-8636.

It’s also very impor-
tant that you discuss
your plans in advance
with your kids so they
can know ahead what to
expect. Or, you may even
want to start distribut-
ing some of  your items
now, while you can still
alive. 

Send your senior
questions to: Savvy Se-
nior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to
the NBC Today show and
author of  “The Savvy Se-
nior” book.
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The Public Safety Academy at North Florida
Community College is now accepting students for
its Law Enforcement Recruit and Correctional
Basic Recruit programs. A new Correctional Offi-
cer Basic Recruit class is set to begin March 18,
2013. Those interested in enrolling in this class or
upcoming Law Enforcement classes are encour-
aged to contact the Public Safety Academy now to
begin the application and enrollment process.
Classes are held Monday through Thursday from
6-11 p.m. at the NFCC Public Safety Academy com-
plex on the NFCC campus in Madison, Fla.

The NFCC Public Safety Academy is one of  40
criminal justice training centers approved by the
Florida Criminal Justice Standards and Training
Commission (CJSTC) to train basic recruits in
law enforcement, corrections, recertification pro-
grams, and continuing workforce education.
NFCC’s Correctional and Law Enforcement Basic
Recruit programs prepare students for the certifi-
cation exams required for all Florida officers and
require rigorous physical demands upon the re-
cruit in defensive tactics, firearms, vehicle opera-
tions and physical fitness training. Acceptance in
these programs are limited to meeting require-
ments established by the Florida Criminal Justice
Standards and Training Commission, North
Florida Community College, The Public Safety
Academy, and our Criminal Justice Advisory
Board.

Students can complete training in one year or
less. Those interested in training at NFCC are en-
couraged to begin the enrollment process now.
You must be at least 18 years old to enter NFCC’s
Law Enforcement and Correctional Basic Recruit
programs and must pass the Florida Criminal
Justice Basic Abilities Test (CJBAT) before sub-
mitting an application for admission. The CJBAT
can be taken on the NFCC campus. Official high
school/GED diploma and transcripts and passing
background checks are also required for admis-
sion. Financial assistance may be available for
qualified students.

For more information, contact Gail Hackle, at
(850) 973-1617 or hackleg@nfcc.edu. Information is
also available at www.nfcc.edu/public-safety.

NFCC Public
Safety Academy
Enrolling Now

New Correctional Officer 
Basic Recruit class 
begins March 18

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Throughout the course of  the year, there are
many needs for some families. During the winter
months, those needs increase dramatically. For
some families, a warm coat can be a lifesaver. Lee
First Baptist Church has opened Threads of  Love
for just that purpose. Threads of  Love is sort of  like
a consignment shop for the families of  Madison
County. They offer gently used seasonal clothes (i.e.
jackets in the winter and shorts during the sum-
mer), shoes, blankets, sheets, towels and much
more.

Threads of  Love was begun by the L.I.G.H.T.
(Learning in God’s House Together) Sunday School
Class at Lee First Baptist Church. The group was

trying to come up with a service that they could of-
fer to help the community year round. Threads of
Love has served the Lee community with coats,
shoes and toys for Christmas. 

The group at Threads for Love welcome dona-
tions of  time or goods. If  you are spring cleaning
and have things that you no longer need, please call
Marcia Webb at (850) 973-7124 or Channah Galbraith
at (850) 973-0759. If  you are interested in volunteer-
ing your time, feel free to come and help out on the
first Thursday of  each month.

Threads of  Love is opened on the first Thursday
of  each month from 4-7 p.m. They are located at Lee
First Baptist Church in Lee in the Fellowship Hall.
Please pass the word along about Threads of  Love to
anyone you know who might be in need. 

Lee First Baptist Opens
Threads Of Love 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Evangelist Rodney Watts,
of  Perry, will preach a revival
at Lee Worship Center begin-
ning Wednesday, Feb. 6, and
running through Sunday, Feb.

10. 
Services will be held at 7

p.m. each evening Wednesday
through Saturday. Sunday
morning service will be held
beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

There will be great singing

during each service. 
Rev. Richard B. Sauls is the

senior pastor of  the church
and Rev. Charles R. Lasseter is
the pastor emeritus.

The church is located at
471 SE Magnolia Drive in Lee. 

Lee Worship Center To Host Revival

How To Divvy
Up Your Stuff



The music of  Jeff  &
Sheri Easter and the
Bowlings will touch
hearts in Madison on
Feb. 8.

Jeff  & Sheri Easter
will bring their min-
istry to Yogi Bear’s Jel-
ly Stone Park at 1051 SW
Old St. Augustine Road,
on Friday, Feb. 8, 2013,
at 7 p.m. in a special
concert. The Bowlings
will also appear.  Ad-
mission for the event is
$10 and a love offering
will be received.

Two-time GRAM-
MY® nominees Jeff  &
Sheri have a unique mu-
sical legacy that reach-
es out from Southern
musical sounds of  Ap-
palachia Mountains of
North Carolina and the
Piedmont of  Georgia
within them. Jeff  is the
son of  James, one of
North Carolina’s Easter
Brothers and Sheri, the
daughter of  Polly from
the three-time music
hall of  fame inductee

The Lewis Family.
“Jeff  and I both ap-

preciate the heritage of
gospel music we have in
our respective families,
and we choose to honor
that legacy,” Sheri said.

One of  Sheri’s lat-
est projects – the book
“Hear My Heart,” is a
reflection of  her life as
a mother, daughter,
wife, and friend as she
shares journal entries,
stories, quotes and
blogs to inspire readers.

After a battle with
breast cancer in 2008,
Sheri is now even more
passionate about the
hope her music offers.

“I am more assured
today after three and a-
half  years as a survivor,
that God has a purpose
for my life to encourage
the lives of  others
through our music,”
Sheri said. “I’ve cele-
brated with other
friends who have heard
the words ‘cancer free’
and I’ve mourned the

loss of  those who bat-
tled, then rested in the
arms of  Jesus.

“When you get the
call, your world stops,
and you know your life
is changed. I am thank-
ful that I had a wonder-
ful support system of
my family and all our
wonderful friends
throughout the country
and the world,” Sheri
said. “ I know all our
fans can help make the
difference in the lives of
others who are facing
breast cancer.”

The group has won
two Grammy nomina-
tions, six GMA Dove
Awards, 15 Singing
News Fan Awards,
three Society for the
Preservation of  Blue-
grass Music Associa-
tion Awards, two
International Country
Gospel Music Associa-
tion honors, 16 Voice
Awards, seven AGM
Ovation Awards, four
Southern Gospel Music

Fan Fair Awards, five
SGN Scoops Diamond
Awards, four Hearts
Aflame Awards and
three Cash Box Awards.

“We are greatly
honored by the way the
people who care about
our music continue to
recognize what we are
doing through these
awards,” Sheri said.

“The greatest gifts
however we receive are
the wonderful stories
that many share with us
along our path as how
our music has changed
their lives to look to
Christ in times of  trou-
ble and joy.”

Among their best
known hits are “Thread
of  Hope,” “Roses Will

Bloom Again,” “Speak to
the Mountain”  “Praise
His Name,” and “Born to
Climb.” They are regu-
lars of  the Gaither
Homecoming video se-
ries and tours, sharing
their music on over 15
million videos sold.

Jeff  & Sheri’s per-
formances include the
contributions of  their
three children Madison,
Morgan and Maura
Easter daughter-in-law
Shannon and drum-
mer Landan Smith as
they share a love of  Je-
sus through their music
and uplifting experi-
ences of  life on
stage. The Easter chil-
dren each add dimen-
sions to the show -

vocally, musically and
even with uplifting
comedy.

Their latest CD “
Eyes Wide Open” from
SpringHill Records, is
available from iTunes
and retail stores.

Among the titles on
the project are “I Know
How It Feels To Sur-
vive, ” “Love Is,” “Any-
thing But Happy,” “I
Wonder If  He Ever
Cries,” “It Must Have
Been You,” “Sitting On
Top Of  The World,”
“I’ll Take It,” “A Little
Bit of  Sunshine,” “A
Good Old Gospel Song,”
“Standing Here Won-
dering,” “There Is A
Purpose,” and “I Won’t
Have To Worry.”
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Grammy Nominees Jeff & Sheri Easter And The

Bowlings Share A Legacy Of Love, Hope And Family

Photo submitted

Jeff & Sheri Easter will appear at Yogi Bear’s Jelly Stone Park on Feb. 8.

Photo submitted

The Bowlings will also appear at Yogi Bear’s Jelly Stone Park on Feb. 8.
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Capital City Bank 
still offers 

Absolutely 
Free Checking* 

and 
free value-added 

services. 

Open a checking 
account and 

receive a

free
debit card,

free
online 

banking with 
e-statements, 
Bill Pay and 

Mobile Banking^, 
and

free
money+ for your 
old checks and 

debit cards!

Stop by or 

OPEN
your account

Online 
today.

free
It’s still a great deal.

343 West Base St. | 973.4161 
www.ccbg.com

MEMBER FDIC
*Client purchases checks. Bank rules and restrictions apply. Account subject to fees if overdrawn. ^Fees 
charged by mobile service provider are the responsibility of the user. +Limitations apply. Ask a banker for 
complete details.

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowgirls Varsity softball team has many games in their 2013 season.
Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February: 
February 8 May Home 7:00
February 11 Taylor County Home 7:00
February 16 Boles/Lincoln Home 11:00/1:00
February 22-23 Florida/Ala. Challenge Panama City TBA
February 26 East Gadsden Away 6:00
February 28 Godby Home 6:00
March:
March 1 Lake City Away 7:00
March 4 Taylor County Away 7:00
March 7 East Gadsden Home 6:00
March 8 Florida High Home 7:00
March 12 Wakulla Away 7:00
March 16 Port St. Joe Away TBA
March 18 Liberty County Away 7:00
March 22 Suwannee Home 7:00
April:
April 1 Florida High Away 6:00
April 4 Godby Away 7:00
April 5 Mayo Away 7:00
April 11 Suwannee Away 6:00 or 7:00
April 12 Lake City Home 7:00
April 13 Liberty County Home 2:00
April 15-19 District Tournament Taylor Co. TBA
April 25 Regional Quarter Finals TBA TBA
April 30 Regional Semi Finals TBA TBA 
May: 
May 4 Regional Finals TBA TBA
May 10&11 State Finals TBA TBA

Cowgirls Varsity Softball Schedule

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowboys Junior Varsity baseball team has many games in their 2013
season. Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February: 
February 12 Mayo (Preseason Tournament) Home 7:00
February 14 Suwannee (Preseason Tournament) Home 7:00
February 19 Suwannee Away 6:00
February 21 Valdosta Home 5:00
February 26 Hamilton Co. Home 4:30
February 28 Godby Home 5:00
March:
March 4 Hamilton Co. Away 5:00
March 5 Suwannee Home 6:00
March 7 Florida High Away 5:30
March 11 Maclay Home 5:00
March 12 Taylor Co. Away 4:30
March 19 Mayo Away 5:00
March 21 Melody Christian Away 4:30
March 28 Godby Home 5:00
March 29 Melody Christian Home 5:00
April:
April 4 Valdosta Away 5:00
April 5 Taylor Co. Home 4:30
April 6 Leon Co. Away 1:00
April 9 Maclay Away 4:30
April 11 Florida High Home 5:00

Cowboys JV 
Baseball Schedule

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Cowboys Varsity baseball team has many games in their 2013 season.
Here is a look at their scheduled games for the 2013 season:

February:
February 8 Maclay (Preseason Tournament) Home 7:00
February 15 Suwannee Away 7:00
February 21 Ringold Away 6:30
February 22 Howard Away 4:00
February 23 Cook Co. Away 10:00
February 26 Hamilton Co. Home 7:00
February 28 Godby Away 7:00
March:
March 1 Melody Christian Away 4:00
March 5 Berrien Co. Away 5:30
March 7 Florida High Away 7:00
March 8 East Gadsden Away 6:00
March 11 Valdosta Away 6:00
March 12 Taylor Co. Away 7:00
March 18 East Gadsden Home 6:00
March 19 Brooks Co. Away 6:00
March 22 Aucilla Away 4:00
March 26 Valdosta Home 6:00
March 28 Godby Home 7:00
April:
April 2 Aucilla Home 7:00
April 4 Suwannee Home 7:00
April 5 Taylor Co. Home 7:00
April 9 Melody Christian Home 6:30
April 11 Florida High Home 7:00
April 12 Brooks Co. Home 6:30
April 18 Mayo Away 7:00
April 19 Hamilton Co. Away 6:00
April 22-26 District Tournament Home TBA

Cowboys Varsity Baseball Schedule

By Fran Hunt 
Special to Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Aucilla Christian Academy ju-
nior varsity Lady Warriors lost two of
the three final games, to wrap up on a 7-
9 season. 

On Jan. 15, the JV Lady Warriors
faced off  against Maclay, and Aucilla suf-
fered a 62-44 loss.

Maddie Everett bucketed for nine
points.

Kayla Knecht netted nine points. 
Kinzi Mattingly scored eight points. 
Morgan Cline had four points. 
Taylor Copeland netted for three

points.  
Gaige Winchester scored four

points.  
Sarah Tharpe bucketed for six

points. 
Aucilla hit the hardwood against

Community Christian on January 22,
and the JV Lady Warriors trounced
their opponent for a 33-13 victory. 

Tharpe scored six points.  
Winchester scored two points. 
Cline targeted for 11 points.
Knecht netted for eight points. 
Sullivan had six points.  
On Jan. 24, Aucilla hit the court

against Madison County, and the JV
Lady Warriors were squeaked for a 26-25
loss. 

Knecht netted for three points. 
Everett scored three points.  
Cline bucketed for four points. 
Copeland targeted for 10 points.  
Mattingly had three points.

JV Lady Warriors 
Wrap Up Season 7-9

By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene
Publishing, Inc. 

The Aucilla Christ-
ian Academy middle
school girls’ basketball
team won three of  the fi-
nal four games to wrap
up the season on a 12-1
record. 

On January 8, the
young Lady Warriors hit
the hardwood against
Lighthouse and Aucilla
was skimmed 34-33, to
suffer their first loss of
the season.

Ramsey Sullivan
targeted for 10 points.

Cali Burkett netted
for eight points.

Kelly Horne scored
six points.

Dena Bishop had
five points.

Carly Joiner scored
two points.

Camryn Grant net-
ted one point.

Brittany Hughes

had one point.
Aucilla had a chance

for revenge when they
faced off  against Light-
house for the second
time on January 10, and
the young Lady War-
riors emerged with a 31-
21 victory.

Sullivan targeted for
12 points.

Horned netted for
eight points.

Burkett scored sev-
en points.

Bishop had four
points.

Aucilla squared off
against Maclay on Jan.
15, and the young Ladies
walked away with a 15-9
win.

Sullivan targeted for
six points.

Burkett netted for
three points.

Joiner scored three
points.

Grant had two
points.

Horne had one
point.

Aucilla went into the
final game of  the season
January 18, and faced off
against Trinity Catholic.
The young Lady War-
riors walloped their op-
ponent for a 41-15
victory.

Horne targeted for
13 points.

Sullivan netted for
nine points.

Joiner bucketed for
eight points.

Bishop scored five
points.

Hughes had two
points.

Elizabeth Hightower
scored two points.

Abigail Morgan had
two points.

ACA Middle School Girls
End Season 12-1
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www.ticketmaster.com  |  www.tlccc.org | Group Discounts available
Charge By Phone: 

222-0400 or 1-800-322-3602

Junior Auxiliary Gems For Winter 2012-2013

Zharia Norwood
Greenville Elementary

ShaNaye Thompkins
Lee Elementary

Rashad Walker 
Madison County Central 

Morgan Harry 
Madison County Central 

Maggie Newberry
Madison County Central 

Makayla Bell 
Madison County Central 

Kate Martinez
Madison County Central 

Crystal Joseph
Madison County Central 

Brittany Boynton
Madison County Central 

Mahogany Dennis
Greenville Elementary 

Jake Driggers 
Pinetta Elementary 

Lynsie Robinson 
Lee Elementary 

Dynesha Cherry
Madison County Central 

Leanne Kinsey
New Testament Christian 

Zane Herring
Lee Elementary 

Ixcahali Luna
Lee Elementary 

Brooke Krause
Madison County Central 

Ashley Cantey
Madison Academy

Carter Derome 
New Testament Christian  

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

With the Florida Comprehensive Assessment
Test (FCAT) just around the corner, area schools
are working diligently to make sure that students
are prepared for the test. In order to help students
be more prepared for their FCAT writing tests,
Madison County Central School will be offering
FCAT Writing Workshops during the month of
February.

The two workshops are scheduled for Satur-
day, Feb. 9 and Saturday, Feb. 16. The workshops
will begin at 9 a.m. and last until noon. These
workshops are only open to fourth and eighth
grade students. 

Transportation will be provided to central-
ized areas in Pinetta, Madison, Lee and
Greenville. 

FCAT Writing Workshops 

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County Central School will be of-
fering after school tutoring beginning on February
7. The tutoring will be for those students in need of
extra help with their classes or preparation for tests.
The tutoring will be from 3 - 5 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Transportation will be provided if  stu-
dents stay until 6 p.m. with the Boys and Girls Club.
The tutoring will be available until April 11. 

MCCS Offers After
School Tutoring 
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c
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FOR SALE

YARD
SALE

FOR RENT
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Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 
manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Huge Yard Sale
126 NE School Rd 
(off Madison Hwy) 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. Valentine flower
arrangements, new & used
jewelry, arts and crafts,
household items, boyds
bears, coca-cola products,
wooden table & chairs and
lots more. Bring this ad in
and receive $5 off of a 
purchase of $25 or more.

1/30, 2/6, pd

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.
No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.

Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.

386-362-1065.
1/18 - 2/27, pd

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER
Greenville, 3/2 , nice house
on 6 high and dry city lots.
New windows, roof, heat &
ac, siding, master shower.
$92,000.00 Possible owner
financing.  850-599-5121.

1/18 - rtn, c
Near Lloyd;  

3/3 double wide. 
Very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace,
skylight, screenroom, 
carport, workshop on 5 
beautiful acres with live
stream, woods and fenced
pasture. Asking $129k, 
possible owner financing.

850-599-5121.
1/18 - rtn, c

PARTTIME CASE 
MANAGER POSITION
FOR REFUGE HOUSE
MADISON COUNTY 
OFFICE AVAILABLE,

PLEASE SEE THE AD ON
OUR WEBSITE AT
www.refugehouse.com. 
UNDER CONTACT
US/WORK WITH US.

1/25, 1/30, 2/6, c

FL Cert Teachers Needed:
Contact Jamie Newberry, 
Education Director.

Twin Oaks 
Vocational Academy. 
(850) 948-1200, x281 or
jnewberry@togha.org.

1/30 - 2/20, c

1995 White Chrysler LHS.
Sunroof, leather interior, new
AC, new tires, V-6 engine,
regular maintenance. 117,000

miles. $3,500 O.B.O. 
Call (850) 971-5856.

1/30, 2/6, pd

Experienced diesel 
mechanic wanted.

Must be able to diagnose,
including electronics.  
Minimum of two years 

experience.  More info call
(850) 223-1106  Perry, Fl.

2/1 - 2/20, c

Activity Director for 
Madison Health and 
Rehabilitation Center
A 60-bed skilled nursing 
facility.  Requirements:  

Certified or completion of a
state approved course and
experience in skilled nursing
environment for one year.

We are a five star facility that
promotes excellence in all
areas.  Applications being 

accepted via email 
admin@madison-

healthandrehab.com , fax
850-973-4880 or in person at
2481 West US 90, Madison,
Fl. 32340  All inquiries are

kept confidential.
2/6, 2/13, c

PART-TIME LIBRARY
AIDE II MADISON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Suwannee River Regional
Library is seeking applicants
for the position of a regular
part-time Library Aide II
at the Madison Public 

Library, Madison FL. The
applicant will work 

approximately 21 hours per
week and also be used as a
substitute.  Interested 

applicants may obtain an 
application at the Madison,
Greenville or Lee Public 

Libraries, or at the Suwannee
County Administrative 
Services Department, 224
Pine Ave., Live Oak, FL

32064, telephone 
(386) 362-6869. Applicants
are encouraged to submit 
resumes, letters of reference
and other biographical 
information with their 

applications. All applications
must be returned to the 
Administrative Services 
Department in Live Oak.
This position is open until
filled. The Suwannee 
County Board of County 
Commissioners is an equal
employment opportunity 
employer that does not 
discriminate against any
qualified employee or 

applicant because of race,
color, national origin, sex,
including pregnancy, age,
disability, or marital status.
Spanish speaking individuals
are encouraged to apply.

“Successful completion of a
drug test is a condition of

employment.”
2/6, c

AUCTION SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 9 AT 6:00PM.

AUCTION HOUSE/
MADISON 1693 SW
MOSELEY HALL RD

(CR360) 850 973-1444. WE
WILL BE SELLING A

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF
ITEMS INCLUDING; 
BEDDING, SHEETS,
SMALL KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES, POTS,
PANS, POWER TOOLS,
GRILLS, TABLE SAWS,
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
AND LOTS OF OTHER
ITEMS  SEE US AT 
auctionzip.com 10% 

BUYERS PREMIUM. MC,
VISA, DISCOVER, DEBIT
CARDS, CHECKS AND
CASH ACCEPTED. AU691
RON COX, AB2490.

2/6, pd

2/6, 2/8, 2/13, 2/15

1/30, 2/6

1/30, 2/6

Page Designer/Layout
needed for the 

Madison County Carrier 
and the Madison 

Enterprise-Recorder.
Must be a team player, able
to handle multiple tasks, and
have experience with Quark
Express and/or Photoshop.
The position includes 
designing and laying-out 
approximately 12 pages, per
paper. Apply in person only
at the Greene Publishing/
Madison County Carrier
building, located at 1695
Highway 53 South.

2/6 - rtn, n/c

Caregiver wanted at 
Southern Living for 

Seniors Assisted Living. 
Must be a team player and
be able to multi task.
Applications are being 

accepted Monday - Friday
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
at 765 NE Delphinium 
Drive in Madison. 
Apply in person only. 

2/6, 2/13, c

Home for Rent or Sale
3 BD, 2 full bath with 
automatic garage door.

Wooden floor. 
Downtown Madison. 
(954) 261-9747.

2/6, pd
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SW Deputy J. Davis Lane, Lake City
386-752-3910 or 800-597-3526

www.morrells.com

Recliners Queen Mattress Sets Memory Foam Mattress Sets

Starting
At

Starting
At

Starting
At

$295$$295295

Memory Foam Mattress Sets

Starting

$299 $499
Operating Loans to Help You Grow

www.farmcredit-� .com/operating-loans

No one understands the cycles of farming and how they can 
affect your business better than Farm Credit. Talk to us about 

respond to changing conditions. We understand agriculture. 

Contact us today at 850-997-3545.

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Since she joined
the Pine Tree Quilters,
probably in late 1994,
or shortly thereafter,
Gean McCullough has
made a lot of  quilts.  In
2012, she made 110 of
the group’s total of  272
baby quilts, 60 receiv-
ing blankets, and six
afghans for those in
need.

“That’s what they
tell me and that sounds
about right,” she said
of  the 110 total.  “I’m
not doing it as a con-
test, I’m just doing it.
Some days I sew, and
some days I don’t.”  

On days that she
doesn’t sew, she stays
busy.  She is active in
her church, where she
has been the secretary
of  her Sunday School
Class for 62 years, and
she also volunteers as
a Pink Lady at Madi-
son County Memorial
Hospital.  

In fact, it was
while she was volun-
teering at one of  the
nursing homes in
Madison, helping the
residents keep their
clothes mended, that
she first heard of  the
Pine Tree Quilters.

She had been hav-
ing problems with her
sewing machine, and
someone told her that
she should take it out
to the United
Methodist Cooperative
Center, where someone
could probably fix it
for her.  Once she got
to the Center with her
machine, she met the
quilting group, and the
next thing she knew,
she was sewing quilts.

Her quilts will be
among the many oth-
ers on display during
the Pine Tree Quilters’
17th Annual Brunch
and Quilt Show, Satur-
day, Feb. 16, from 9
a.m. until noon at the
United Methodist Co-
operative Center.
Some of  the quilts
have already been dis-
tributed through vari-
ous charitable
organizations, but the
rest will be there for
the Saturday show.
Some of  the quilts will
be offered for sale to
raise funds for more
quilting supplies.  The
Pine Tree Quilters will
also be accepting dona-
tions.

The Quilt Show
will offer a brunch buf-

fet and hold drawings
for door prizes.  This is
also where the draw-
ing will be held for the
Christmas fundraiser
quilt that was on dis-
play at Madison Coun-
ty Community Bank.
All those who pur-
chased raffle tickets
can find out who’s the
lucky winner that will
get to take that beauti-
ful quilt home.  Jean
Fiori donated the fab-
ric and was the project
coordinator for the
Christmas quilt.

This year’s show is
also dedicated to the
memory of  another
longtime Madison resi-
dent and former Pine
Tree Quilter, Lauretta

Bottomley, who passed
away shortly before
Thanksgiving in El
Cerrito, California.
She had lived in Madi-
son from 1968 until
2010, when she moved
to California to be
with her family.

For more informa-
tion about the quilt
show or directions to
the United Methodist
Cooperative Ministries
Center at 135 NE Dill
Street (corner of  Dill
and HWY 145), contact
Deborah Brown at
(850) 929-4938.  For
more information
about the Pine Tree
Quilters and their
ministry, contact Effie
Pate at:  wepate2

Gean McCullough Made
110 Quilts For Pine Tree

Quilters In 2012 

Greene Publishing Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, January 31, 2013

Gean McCullough, one of the busiest members
of the Pine Tree Quilters, poses with some of the col-
orful quilts she helped make for charity.   The Pine
Tree Quilters’ 17th Annual Quilt Show will have quite
a few of the group’s quilts on display at the United
Methodist Cooperative Ministries Center, Feb. 16, 9
a.m. until noon.

The Madison County High FCCLA is working on a community service pro-
ject, “Kids Count.”  The main goal is to support children in Madison County
to become strong productive members of  their community by giving them the
skills necessary to be successful in school and in life.  Knowing that reading is
such a skill, the chapter is organizing a book drive for the week of  Feb. 11-15.

New or gently used books can be dropped off  at one of  the following drop
sites:  Madison County High School, Madison County Community Bank and
Busy Bee.

The books will be picked up by February 16 and donated to organizations
that works to help children who have limited access to books in our commu-
nity.   For questions, call, Robin Smith, Madison County High School, (850) 973-
5751.

Madison County
High School FCCLA
Needs Your Help

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison Rotary
Club is holding its annu-
al “Chili Dinner For
Charity” Tuesday
evening, Feb. 26 from 5 -
6:30 p.m. at Villa Maria
Hall.  Tickets are $10,
and everyone is encour-
aged to come by and en-
joy a great chili dinner
and wonderful dessert,
and support a great
cause.  

The Rotary Club
served up over 100 din-
ners last year and hopes
to double that number
this year, with both sit-
down dinners and take-
out meals people can
pick up on their way
home from work.  

For tickets, see any
Rotary Club member.

Rotary
Chili 

Dinner Is
Feb. 26
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By Pastor Robert Ledford
Landmark Baptist Church

There are many that call for help in this life,
and many times we are reluctant to answer or
help when we hear the call. Landmark Baptist
Church heard a call from the wilderness, down
deep from the Amazon. The plea was for the Word
of  God. Some 900 tribes from the Amazon desper-
ately want the World of  God in their language. 

These tribes had been reached by a woman
named Sophia Muller. She bravely went to a part
of  the world in the 1940s that had been untouched
by the Word of  God. Facing many dangers, being
poisoned several times, and escaping death by the
hands of  soldiers, this brave woman, armed only
with the Word of  God, survived some 40 years in
the Amazon teaching the Indians to read and
write the Word of  God. She converted a great
number of  people from the stronghold of  Satan’s
grip, bringing them out of  witchcraft to the
knowledge of  the salvation of  God through the
Lord Jesus Christ. She taught them that anyone
trying to teach them any other faith or doctrine
was of  the devil himself. This is what the Bible
teaches in 2 John 1:9-11: “Whosoever transgres-

seth, and abideth not in the doctrine of  Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of  his evil deeds.”

Sophia Muller died of  cancer after she was
finally pushed out of  Colombia in the late 1980s.
She had managed to translate the New Testament
into a number of  different dialects, and taught
them the ways of  God. Teaching them from God’s
Word, she taught them the doctrines and the
truths of  the Lord’s Church. From her death until
recently, there had been no outside missionaries
allowed into the hundreds of  tribes. Over the
years, what little these people had of  God’s Word
faded away, lost or worn out, God’s Word was dis-
appearing from their hands. 

These had been many attempts over the last 20
years of  so by many different people to get into
these tribes, but they were rejected. They were
still holding to what they had been taught. A mis-
sionary in Colombia by the name of  Jim Gage met
a man that knew    ...Story cont. on Page 6B...

Landmark Baptist Responds To A Plea From The Wilderness

Photo submitted

Tribes arrive in boats for church confer-
ences carrying the flags of their churches. 

Photo submitted

A father is shown with his young daughter in
the Amazon. 
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.  

“And a certain
woman named Lydia, a
seller of  purple, of  the
city of  Thyatire, which
worshipped God, heard
us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attend-
ed unto the things
which were spoken of
Paul.”  Acts 16:14. 

Lydia is mentioned
in only two very short
passages in the New
Testament, Acts 16:14-
15, when she first meets
Paul and Silas and
invites them to her
house, and again at the
very end of  the chapter,
Acts 16:40, when the
two missionaries, hav-
ing been freed from
prison, stop at her
house again before con-
tinuing on their jour-
ney.

Her name, “Lydia,”
means “a woman of
Lydia,” a kingdom in
western Asia Minor.
The city she hailed
from, Thyatira, was a
Greek settlement in
that area.

When she first
meets Paul and Silas,
she is living in the
Roman settlement of
Philippi, but she is
most likely of  Greek
heritage. 

Despite appearing
so briefly in the New
Testament narrative of
Paul and Silas’s mis-
sionary journey, Lydia
stands out for several
reasons, not the least of
which is that she is con-
sidered the first
‘European’ convert to
Christianity; or at
least, she is the first to
be recorded in the

Scriptures, living in
what is now present-
day Europe.   Her home
would subsequently
become the location of
the first European
Christian church. 

Lydia is described
in verse 14 as one “who
worshipped God,” a
phrase for Gentiles
who had come to
believe in the Jewish
God Yahweh, but had
not yet heard of  the
story of  Christ.  When
Paul and Silas first
meet her, she is leading
a group of  like-minded
women worship service
on a riverbank just out-
side of  Philippi. 

Today, Lydia is list-
ed among the saints of
several Christian
d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,
although her feast day
varies greatly from one
to the next, and she has
a greater following in
the Eastern Catholic
and Orthodox
Churches than in the
Roman Catholic
Church.  In the
Orthodox Church, she
is also given the title
“Equal to the
Apostles.”  

A church located in

Philippi, in modern
Greece, is believed to
have been built in her
honor, and a modern
baptistry and chapel
now stand on the spot
traditionally thought to
be where Lydia herself
was baptized. 

Lydia was a suc-
cessful merchant, a
businesswoman, a
“seller of  purple.”
Whether she dealt
strictly in the dye itself
or whether her venture
also included dyed pur-
ple cloth is not clear,
but either one would
have been a rare and
much sought-after com-
modity, like a rare per-
fume.  The purple dye
was difficult to extract
and process, and the
denizens of  royalty and
nobility paid hand-
somely for it.   Thus,
Lydia may have been
not only a successful
merchant, but perhaps
even a wealthy one.

There has been
speculation about her
social status, but the
fact that she controlled
her own household and
owned a house, sug-
gests some ...Story
cont. on Page 5B...
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Women Of The Bible: 
Lydia, the Seller of Purple
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No Money Down 0% Interestuntil 2015!

No Money Down 

0% Interest

until 2015!
EXTRAVAGANZA 

Now with two locations in Valdosta
 3268-B Inner Perimeter Road

(By Valdosta Wal-mart Supercenter)
229-671-9266

Our Newest Location at:
1602 Norman Drive

(next to entrance to Lowndes Co. HS)
229-469-6946

bedrmattressonline.com
Store Hours:

 M,T, Th, Fri, & Sat 10am-8pm
Wed 11am -6pm

Queen Gel
 Infused Memory 

Foam was $899
now $584/Set.

Register to win one of (3) 7” Android 
Tablets, or V-Gel Memory Foam PillowsTwin Euro Top 

Set starting 

@ $ 189

78
88
18

&

Also Located At:
1275 S. Houston Lakes Rd

Warner Robins, GA
&

1636 Veteran’s Blvd
Dublin, GA



There’s an old joke about a man who arrives at
the gates of  Heaven. St. Peter asks, “What is your
denomination?” The man says, “Methodist.” St.
Peter says, “Okay, go to Room 24, but be very quiet
as you pass Room 8.” 

Another man arrives. Peter asks, “What is
your denomination?” The man answers,
“Catholic.” St. Peter says, “Very well, go to Room
18, but be very quiet as you pass Room 8.” A third
man arrives at the gates. A third time St. Peter
asks, “What is your denomination?” The man
says, “Baptist.” 

“Go to Room 11,” St. Peter says, “but be very
quiet as you pass Room 8.” The man said, “I can
understand there being different rooms for differ-

ent denominations, but why must I be quiet when
I pass Room 8?” St. Peter said, “Well, the
Presbyterians are in Room 8, and they think
they’re the only ones here.”

Of  course, in any retelling of  this joke,
“Presbyterians” can be substituted for any group,
because such exclusive, boundary-drawing mind-
sets are common. These attitudes are not funny,
however. They are a severe detriment to God’s wit-
ness in the world. 

A story from Jesus is apropos here. It is a
story about a landowner who hired laborers to
harvest grapes from his vineyard. Some employ-
ees worked all day, others labored for part of  the
day, and some arrived to work only at the last
hour. In Jesus’ story, the landowner, inexplicably,
pays those who were hired last (and worked the
least), the same wage as those who were hired
first and worked all day long. 

No matter which way you cut it, this doesn’t
seem very fair: Especially for those of  us raised
with the good old Protestant work ethic, with
entrepreneurial capitalism passed along to us in
our mother’s milk, and with a sense that “mem-
bership has its privileges,” membership we have
duly earned.

So imagine the scene as it plays out. The tired
workers form a line at the end of  the day to
receive their wages. The landowner asks that
those hired last be paid first, and he gives them all
a full day’s wage. Those who were hired first see
this and are thrilled: “Those who worked only an
hour got a full day’s pay! Just imagine what we are
going to get!” 

So when the Director of  Human Resources
gets to them with their paycheck, it is for the same
amount as those who worked only an hour!
Everyone is treated equally. Quickly there is the
threat of  a labor riot or at least a lawsuit for
unfair labor practices. The landowner gives this
response, “I haven’t been unfair! Should you be
jealous because I am kind to others?” 

It is a direct and accurate reply, for the angry
workers were not enraged over injustice. They
were angry because the landowner was generous
and gracious to others that had not “earned” their
way. The landowner gave grace – making the last
first, and opening the door to all – and this is what
infuriated the other workers.

With this story, Jesus has dug his fingers into
a very sore spot for we who are religious people.
We preach    ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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Some Last, Some First, All Equal



sort of  social power.  It does seem unusual that given the gender inequality
of  the day, that she can offer hospitality to a group of  foreign men in her
home without asking permission of  a husband.  She may have been a widow.  

What is certain is that Lydia, the seller of  purple, is not exactly a shrink-
ing violet.  She runs a household and she conducts a successful business.
Upon her conversion to Christianity, she believes wholeheartedly, opening
her home and offering her hospitality to the servants of  God in verses 14-15.
Later, when Paul and Silas return again to the house of  Lydia, it is to visit
and comfort a gathering of  “the brethren.”  Apparently, her home has now
become a gathering place for new believers, and Lydia has taken an active
role in this fledgling church.  

One might wonder what the Apostle Paul thought of  Lydia and her will-
ingness to step in and lead, to speak on behalf  of  her new-found faith and to
influence others to believe; after all, this is the same Paul who inveighed
against women speaking in church, or taking on any role other than that of
a silent, unobtrusive observer.

What is important is that as soon as she believed, she became a willing
servant of  God, sharing her new-found
faith with her household, spreading to
word to others who would also come to
believe, and ministering to the needs
of  God’s missionaries so that they
could continue in their work abroad.
In spite of  appearing in only three
verses, it was her heart that the Lord
opened in Acts 16:14, so that she
believed, and it was her actions
according to that faith that opened the
way to Christianity spreading
throughout the region of  Macedonia,
and eventually Europe, and then, the
world. 
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B
grace, but we don’t always practice it. We talk about God’s mercy, but we
don’t always want the people who need it most to get in on it. We say we are
in the redemption business, but we are not eager to open the doors to all
would-be patrons.

My friend Landon Saunders says it like this: “Figuring out who is in and
who is out is just too much work. It’s too heavy of  a burden! So I just try to
treat every person I meet as if  they will be sitting beside me at the table in
eternity.” 

Such a small change of  perspective would do more to advance the king-
dom of  God on earth than a thousand aggrieved churches that pound their
pulpits and point fingers, condemning and excluding others from the love of
God and the gates of  heaven.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of  mul-
tiple books. You can read more and receive regular e-columns in your inbox
at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Lydia
Story cont. from Page 2B
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Landmark Baptist
Story cont. from Page 1B
Sophia Muller. Through this connection, we were able to gain
the confidence of  the many tribes to bring in the Word of
God. I was privileged to be able to meet with many of  these
tribe leaders in Port Iniridia and down river in the Amazon,
listening to what they had need of. Their desire is to have and
be taught God’s Word and to have teaching facilities that they
can attend. With God’s help, we hope to see a seminary set up
in Port Iniridia, Colombia, and from there, travel up and
down the river to set up similar seminaries in which to train
others in the doctrines of  God’s Word. 

After hearing of  this need, Landmark Baptist Church
answered God’s call to help. God enabled us to raise enough
money to print 1,000 Bibles (500 in two different dialects) for
these people. Many more are needed, for there are other
dialects to be printed. In partnership with Westwood
Missionary Baptist Church in Winter Haven, myself  and two
other men headed for Colombia in the answer to God’s Call.
We were only able to take 50 Bibles with us at the time. We are
now searching for a way to get nearly 1,000 in the hands of
the Indians. It has been a remarkable experience to see so
many hold on and still seek the Truth. Acts 13:47 says: “For
so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a
light of  the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto
the ends of  the earth.” More photos on Page 7B

Photo submitted

Church members begin marching to the church conferences carrying their flags. 
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Photo submitted

One of the churches under a thatched hut.

Landmark Baptist Photos

Photo submitted

A young child, who is a member of one of the
hundreds of tribes along the Amazon, is shown. 
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Mission Team
Sought For

Trip To 
St. Vincent

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Rev. Timmy Dyke,
pastor of  Pine Grove
Missionary Baptist
Church, is looking for
12-15 people to be on a
mission team, going to
St. Vincent in the
Caribbean. 

The mission team
will do a backyard Bible
club, host a revival and
hold a community day
type event. 

The team would
leave the United States
on July 8 and return on
July 15. 

“All team members
need to be willing to
share their testimony
and be actively
involved,” Dyke said. 

The cost for the team
will be around $1,700 per
person. 

For more informa-
tion, please call Dyke at
(850) 464-8107.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church will
hold their annual
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake supper on
Feb. 12. 

The supper, which
will be held the day
before the 40 days of
Lent begins on
Wednesday, Feb. 13,
will be held from 5:30 -
7 p.m. 

Everyone is welcomed to attend. 
St. Mary’s Episcopal is located at 140 NE

Horry Avenue in Madison. 
For more information, please call (850) 973-

4266. 

St. Mary’s To Host
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Genesis Missionary Baptist Church will be
holding their third annual Black History
Honorees program on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 3 p.m. 

The speaker for the program will be Rev. Alex
Fountain from the African Baptist Church in Live
Oak.

Ruby Barfield is the chairperson for the Black
History Committee. Deloris Jones is the co-chair-
person. 

Rev. Oliver Bradley is the pastor of  Genesis
Missionary Baptist Church. 

Genesis Missionary Baptist Church is located
at 2062 NE Colin Kelly Highway in Madison. 

Genesis Missionary Baptist
Church Holding Third Annual

Black
History

Honorees
Program
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The youth of  the First Baptist Church in Madison will hold their annu-
al Friendship Banquet on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 6 p.m.

Everyone is asked to reserve a place by signing the sheet on the office
door or by calling the church office at (850) 973-2547. The church secretary
can also be reached at 1stbaptistoffice@gmail.com or the pastor can be
reached at gabekrell@yahoo.com. 

Friendship Banquet Set
At First Baptist Church

Cal! U" Toda#!

Call us today to chat with one of our Metal Roof Specialists and 
find out how a Premium Metal Roof will not only add incredible curb 
appeal to your project, but will also help you save BIG on your 
next energy bill!

All of our Roofing Systems are engineered and ready for 
installation, and in many cases can be mounted directly over 
your current roofing material.
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www.GulfCoastSupply.com
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Lent will begin this year on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 13, and the Easter season
will soon be upon us. 

If  your church has anything special
planned for Ash Wednesday services or for
upcoming Easter celebrations, please email
them to Jacob@greenepublishing.com or
call Jacob at (850) 973-4141.

Greene Publishing is looking forward to
sharing your information with our readers.

Let Us Know 
About Special

Upcoming Services 
At Your Church

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church now has a Boyz to Men
Choir.

The choir, which is open to males

from the ages of  six to 24 rehearses
every Monday evening at 6 p.m. at
the church, located at 209 Martin
Luther King Drive in Madison.

If  anyone is interested in joining
the choir, please call (850) 973-3127.

Shiloh M.B. Church Has
Boyz To Men Choir
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Seek ye first the
Kingdom of  God and
his righteousness and
all these other things
shall be added unto
you. Matthew 6:33

I am convinced that
many Americans and
others have moved
away from the presence
of  God because of
recent current events.
Some of  those events
include Sandy Hook,

the Democrat and
Republican squabbles,
the Syria Crisis and
people just walking
around not letting
their lights shine for
Jesus. 

We need to live for
one party and that’s
God’s party. We are
focusing on the wrong
things. We are focusing
on how much we are
going to leave our chil-

dren. The Democrats
and Republicans are
fussing over almost
everything, including
God’s Earth. God creat-
ed Heaven and Earth
and the fullness there-
of. So, why are we fuss-
ing over God’s Earth?
We are simply stew-
ards traveling on a tem-
porary journey here on
Earth so we need to act
accordingly. Sure, we
need to look out for our
kids, etc., but we need
to seek first the
Kingdom of  God. 

Job 1:21 said,
“Naked came I out of
my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return
thither; the Lord gave
and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be
the name of  the Lord.”
As we continue to fight

over God’s Earth, more
and more people are
dying every day. Job
has already stated we
can’t carry anything
back with us. Also, you
still have some people
walking around, hating
one another because of
race, gender, creed or
anything. Yes, you have
some hating one anoth-
er because somebody is
tall, slender or any-
thing, you name it. God
is not pleased with this
kind of  living. 1 John
3:15 states, “Whosoever
hateth his brother is a
murderer; and ye know
that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in
him.” 1 John 4:20
states, “If  a man say I
love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar; for
he that loveth not his

brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not
seen?” I want to encour-
age all human- kind to
love one another. If  we
do not love one another,
then our names will
not be found in the
Book of  Life.
Revelation 20:15 states,
“Whosoever was not
found written in the
book of  life was cast
into the lake of  fire.” 

In closing, the
R e p u b l i c a n ,
Democratic, and all
other parties need to
focus on God’s party.
The Founding Fathers
declared in the
Declaration of
Independence that “we
hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all
men are created equal,

they are endowed by
their creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights
that among these are
life, liberty and the
pursuit of  happiness.”
Who is the creator?
God created Heaven
and Earth. Even our
Declaration on July 4,
1776 was based on God.
That is why we, as a
nation, need to get back
to God. When we go
back to God’s party
(presence), we will be
able to come together
as the United States of
America, because unit-
ed we stand and divid-
ed we fall. We have
come too far united and
only God’s party (pres-
ence) can keep us from
falling. 

Amen. 

The
Pulpit

By Rev. Robert Holmes
Architillery Baptist Church

God’s Party (Presence)
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Evangelist Rodney Watts, of
Perry, will preach a revival at Lee
Worship Center beginning
Wednesday, Feb. 6, and running
through Sunday, Feb. 10. 

Services will be held at 7 p.m.
each evening Wednesday through
Saturday. Sunday morning service
will be held beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

There will be great singing
during each service. 

Rev. Richard B. Sauls is the
senior pastor of  the church and
Rev. Charles R. Lasseter is the pas-
tor emeritus.

The church is located at 471 SE
Magnolia Drive in Lee. 

Lee Worship Center
To Host Revival By Jacob Bembry

Greene Publishing, Inc.
Evangelist Marilyn Weeks, for-

merly of  Madison, is seeking
revivals and speaking engagements
at churches.

“I am on the Florida State
Evangelism team of  the Church of
God, but due to budget cuts we are
no longer supplemented by the state
since 2010,” said Weeks. “This
means that I am totally dependent
upon churches giving opportunity,
but, I am confident that God has
called and will provide. This year I
have enclosed my schedule for you to
reference if  you are interested in
any of  the open dates shown, please
contact me. Once again, thank you
for your consideration and I look for-
ward to hearing from you.”

Weeks, who is the widow of  for-
mer Madison Church of  God Pastor

Ronnie Weeks, can be reached at
(352) 584-2906 (cell) or at (352) 544-
0310 (home). 

Evangelist Seeks
Speaking Opportunities

Marilyn Weeks
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