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Charges have been dropped against Montollis
Roberson, who was arrested 14 months ago, in a vot-
er fraud investigation by the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement. 

Roberson and the eight others arrested with her
had been given the name “the Madison 9.”

The charges stemmed from a 2010 election,
where Abra “Tina” Johnson was elected to the Madi-
son County School Board following a runoff  election
against former Madison County Commissioner
Ricky Henderson. 

Roberson’s lawyer was able to show the judge
that there was no fraudulent intent on Roberson’s
part and that there had been no fraudulent ballots
cast as a result of  Roberson’s efforts. 

Two others involved in the investigation have
entered pleas, but charges are still pending against
six others. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Two Greenville residents were in-
jured in an accident on US 90, east of
Greenville, on Sunday afternoon, Jan.
13. 

According to a Florida Highway
Patrol report, Bevelyn Beasley, 56, was
westbound on US 90 when she drove
off  the north shoulder and lost control
of  her 2000 Chevy Blazer. 

The Blazer rotated in a clockwise
direction. It overturned and went
through a fence. 

The Blazer came to a final rest on
the right side, facing east. 

Beasley and her passenger, Fred-
die Lee Beasley, 61, also of  Greenville,
both suffered serious injuries in the
wreck. 

The Madison County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, Madison County EMS and the
Greenville Volunteer Fire Department
assisted the Florida Highway Patrol at
the scene. 

FHP Trooper Michael V. Fillyaw
was the investigating officer. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Andre Larodney
Williams has registered
with a Greenville ad-
dress as a sexual preda-
tor. 

The address that
Williams is registered at
is 1884C NW County
Road 150 in Greenville. 

Williams is a 34-year-
old black male, who
stands 5’9” tall and
weighs 208 pounds. 

Williams’ qualifying
offenses include Jan.
2006 convictions for a
lewd and lascivious act
upon a child under 16;
lewd or lascivious mo-
lestation on a victim
from 12-15 years old,
with the offender 18 or
older; lewd or lascivious
exhibition in front of  a
victim under 16 years
old, with the offender 18
or older; and sexual bat-
tery on victim under 12. 

Sgt. Art Deno, front, and Capt. Mark Joost,
back, burn evidence that the Madison County
Sheriff’s Office had stored for trials. Law officers
at the burning included Joost, Deno, Cpl. Alan
Whigham, Inv. Chris Andrews, and Sheriff Ben
Stewart. Other witnesses included Greene Pub-
lishing, Inc. editor Jacob Bembry, Dean Morpho-
nius and Inv. Eddie Black from the state attorney’s
office and Lonnie Thigpen, Daniel Bass and
Lennie from the Madison County Road Depart-
ment.

Sgt. Christopher Kellum recently visited Pinetta Elementary School after re-
ceiving a letter from Ariel Akins. Kellum is pictured with Carol Miller’s third grade
class at Pinetta Elementary School. Coleman Williams, Ariel Akins, Troy Peter-
son, Jashanti Johnson, Mackenzie Singletary, Drue Taylor,  Sargent Kellem, Alan
Andablo, Elizabeth Kenda, Aleida Oro, Eugenia Bartolo, and Shiann Miller-Men-
doza. See full story on page 5A. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Open Arms Min-
istries will be serving a
meal Wednesday, Jan. 16,
at noon at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in
Madison. 

Please contact Chad
McCormick by email at
openarmsfumc@yahoo.c
om or by phone at (850)
929-7561.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A two-car accident on Interstate 10, between the
County Road 255 and State Road 53 exits, resulted in
the passengers of  one-vehicle being taken to the hos-
pital.

According to a Florida Highway Patrol report,
Jacob Levi Creel, 30, of  Foley, Ala., was traveling
west on I-10 in the right lane in a 2011 Ford Taurus. 

At the same time, Alma K. Schulz, 60, of  Madi-
son, was in front of  Creel, driving a 2002 Toyota
Corolla. 

Creel approached Schulz from the rear and his
Taurus struck the Corolla in the rear.

Schulz was forced off  the roadway, onto the
north shoulder and into the woods, where she struck
a tree head-on. 

Creel came to a controlled stop in the median. 
Schulz had two passengers in the car with her,

which were transported by Madison County EMS to
Shands Hospital in Live Oak. 

At the time of  the report, the names of  the pas-
sengers had not been released. 

FHP Trooper Manuel J. Smyrnios was the inves-
tigating officer. 
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

In late 2012, Florida residents were able to vote on a new design for state li-
cense plates. Voters were given a choice of  four plates to vote on and the winner
of  that would be strongly considered for use as the new license plate. The win-
ner of  the vote was a tag consisting of  two green bars along the top and bottom
of  the tag, with the “O” in Florida being replaced by an orange. The bottom of
the tag reads “Sunshine State.” 

The need for the new tag comes after many complaints from state law en-
forcement that the previous tag’s font was too hard to read. According to law en-
forcement it was very easy for letters to be confused on the previous tags. 

While the public vote is not the final decision, it will be taken into strong
consideration when the Governor, Cabinet and policy makers are making a fi-
nal decision. The new tag could be released as early as 2014 and will be phased
in over two years.

This tag was selected as the winner of the public vote. 

Will This Be Your
New License Plate?



They say ‘uh man is lucky ta’ have
one true friend in his lifetime. I figure
I’m fortunate ‘cause I’ve got 5 ‘er 6 .
Oh, I have lots ‘uh folks I consider
friends but, I’d say ‘uh true friend is
one you can trust with yer’ life ‘n
everything else that’s dear to ya’.

One feller I consider ta’ be in that
category is ole’ J.B. Morgan, ‘uh neigh-
bor of  mine, ‘uh black man. When I
was build’n my barn he’d drop by ‘n
help me from time ta’ time. When I
plant ‘uh garden he loans me any farm
equipment I needed, ‘n he always of-
fers ta’ share anything in his garden.

J.B is in his 70’s now but when he
chunks ‘uh ball fer’ my dog ta’ fetch,
he reminds me of  Catfish Hunter.

I walked in the grocery store
Wednesdee’ n’  noticed J.B. In the
checkout with his billfold open, fix’n
ta’ pay. I snuck up behind ‘eem ‘n
reached fer’ the cash in it. He turned
‘n saw it was me ‘n held it out to me.
He said, “ Cracker, if  you need it, take
it. I don’t need it. You know you can

have anything I’ve got if  you need it
more than I do.” 

I said, “ I know it ‘n if  I needed
some’m bad enough I’d ask you fer’ it.”

I’ve done ‘uh few things fer’ J.B.
Too, like wire’n new receptacles in his
house. Oh, that reminds me, that was 2
years ago ‘n I never finished.

I hope you have at least one true
friend. If  you do, I you might tell ‘um if
ya’ ain’t already.

Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
( Cracker fer’ short )
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Secretary of State

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

The cabinet level po-
sition of  Secretary of
State is one of  the most
important jobs in the ex-
ecutive branch of  gov-
ernment, probably only
rivaled in importance to
defense secretary.  The
president has to careful-
ly pick the person who
will head the State De-
partment.  He might get
away with also-rans in
other positions, but the
secretary of  state is our
nation’s foremost diplo-
mat and the face of
American leadership in
nearly every foreign na-
tion across the globe.

In the founding days
of  our nation, the posi-
tion of  secretary of  state
was considered a step-
ping stone to the presi-
dency.  If  my facts are
correct, six of  our presi-
dents (Jefferson, Madi-
son, Monroe, Adams,
Van Buren, and
Buchanan) held the posi-
tion of  state secretary
before being elected to
the White house.   No
doubt, this was what
Henry Clay thought
when he accepted John
Quincy Adams’ invita-
tion to serve as secretary
in 1824.  The other great
senators of  the 19th Cen-
tury triumvirate, Daniel
Webster and John C. Cal-
houn, interrupted their
legislative service to be-
come secretary of  state,
although none used it as
a stepping stone to the
presidency.

To highlight the im-
portance of  this posi-
tion, the 25th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution makes the sec-
retary of  state fourth in
line for presidential suc-
cession. 

Lately, women have
served as secretary, be-
ginning with Bill Clin-
ton’s choice of  Madeline
Albright.  Condeleezza
Rice and the current sec-
retary, Hillary Clinton,
are the two other women
to have served in this ca-
pacity.  Interestingly, sev-
eral military officers
including George Mar-
shall, Alexander Haig,
and Colin Powell, have
served as secretary of
state.

The relationship be-
tween the State and De-
fense departments is
interesting to consider.
They’re both involved in
foreign policy, one from
the diplomatic side and
the other from conflict.
Typically, when State’s
work is unsuccessful,
the matter is turned
over to Defense to re-
solve.  But military pro-
fessionals need to
understand the diplo-
matic world.  These are
important matters of
study at war and staff
colleges for field grade
officers.  The captain of
a United States Navy
ship has formal diplo-
matic responsibilities
any time his ship lays
anchor in a foreign port
of  call.

Any cabinet secre-
tary can only make so
many changes in their
departments during a
typical four year term.
The departments are
huge and most of  the
people are in place for a
30-40 year career
through many adminis-
trations.  The State De-
partment is huge and
diverse with embassies
and consulates through-
out the world.  Secretary
Clinton, after four years
of  work, has only made a
small impact in the
labyrinth of  State’s bu-
reaucracy.  Her succes-
sor will likely have no
more influence than she.
Washington is like a
huge aircraft carrier at
high speed that takes a
lot of  ocean to make a
change in course.

Senator John Kerry
is President Obama’s
choice to replace Clin-
ton.  I actually think this
is a pretty good pick.
Kerry has a lot of  expe-
rience in foreign rela-
tions with his
long-standing work in
the Senate.  He has been
called upon several
times in recent years to
mediate matters of
America’s interest on
foreign soil.  He seems to
be a natural at this type
of  thing.  While I would
have opposed his nomi-
nation to the Defense
job, I have every reason

to believe he will do well
as secretary of  state.

What happened at
our consulate in Beng-
hazi, Libya four months
ago will likely come up
at Kerry’s Senate confir-
mation hearings, espe-
cially if  Secretary
Clinton has not testified
by that point.  The mur-
der of  an American am-
bassador is a really big
deal.  Before Chris
Stevens was killed on
September 11, 2012 along
with three other col-
leagues, no US ambas-
sador had been killed on
duty since 1979.  

We haven’t gotten
adequate explanations
on any of  three issues:
the failure to heed secu-
rity warnings in the
months leading up to the
attacks; the response
during the seven hour
attack itself; and the ef-
fort to mislead the
American people as to
the true cause and na-
ture of  the attack.  The
Obama Administration
owes answers on each of
these matters.  Equally if
not more important is to
ascertain the lessons
learned and how they
are being implemented
to prevent recurrence.
While Senator Kerry
had nothing to do with
this matter, his confir-
mation hearings may be
the final opportunity to
run down these answers
that both Clinton and
Obama have been reluc-
tant to provide. 

Secretary-elect Ker-
ry will face a whole host
of  important issues in
the next four years with
the nuclear ambitions of
Iran at the top of  the list.
Others include maturity
of  the Arab Spring; ten-
sions between Israel and
her neighbors; the im-
pending death of  Hugo
Chavez; saber-rattling by
North Korea; not to men-
tion the wild card no one
expects.  It is a big job
with lots of  responsibili-
ties.      

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist

CRACKER SEZ
J.B. MORGAN

The reason your gut may be agi-
tated may be due in large part to
stress? Whether it is Irritable Bowel
Syndrome, ulcerative colitis, or sim-
ply a stomach ache before you are
about to give that really important
speech, stress may be playing a signifi-
cant role.

If  your body is chronically
stressed for whatever reason, be it
emotional, work or relationship
stress, financial stress, chronic pain or
disease, chronically poor nutrition, in-
adequate sleep, inadequate or too
much exercise, a fungus or parasite
problem, chemical or heavy metal tox-
icity, or any combination of  the above,
your parasympathetic nervous sys-
tem, the rest and repair system that is
in charge of  digestion is turned down,
and your sympathetic system (fight or
flight) system is turned up.  This
means that blood is
diverted away from the gut, and if  this
happens chronically, the body has a
very hard time digesting food.  This
leads to poor absorption of  nutrition,
and a very unhappy stomach, intes-
tine and colon.

Stress, as shown in the example
above, also can affect intestinal motili-
ty, in some showing up as the diar-
rhea, often in anticipation of  a big
event, and in others as constipation if
there is poor coordination between the
small and large intestine.

Ulcers have been linked to stress
for a long time, and when it was pro-
posed that ulcers were actually caused
by the bacteria H. Pylori, the theory
was received with skepticism, until it
was proven in subsequent studies.
However there is no question that it is
the interaction between stress and the
bacteria that causes the ulcers, rather
than the bacteria or the stress alone. A
little bit of  stress and a lot of  bacteria
can result in stomach ulcers, as can a

really major stressor and a very little
bit of  bacteria.

The interaction that creates the
ulcer is poorly understood, one theory
being that stress causes a reduction
hydrochloric acid secretion, and in
turn a reduction in the bicarbonate
mucus that coats the stomach wall
protecting the stomach walls from the
acid. H. Pylori also reduces the stom-
ach mucus. 

At the end of  the stressful event,
the parasympathetic system ramps up
again, digestion is prioritized, more
hydrochloric acid is secreted, the inad-
equate mucus coating is overwhelmed,
and the acid eats through the stomach
wall giving you an ulcer. Ironically, a
reduction in HCl production may cre-
ate acid reflux type symptoms, so
antacids which further reduce HCl
don’t resolve the cause of  the problem.

To test this, squeeze a lemon or
pour a cap full of  raw apple cider vine-
gar into a small amount of  water and
drink before a meal, and see if  this re-
duces heart burn symptoms. If  so,
your heartburn may be as a result of
too little HCl as opposed to too much,
and HCl tablets with meals may be
helpful. If  the symptoms become
worse, then you may actually have too
much HCl, although this is rarely the
case.

Learn to reframe problems as op-
portunities, get professional help from
psychologists, psychiatrists or coun-
cilors, whatever method can work for
you to help you deal with emotional
stuff.  Baby yourself  with great quali-
ty food, play a lot, listen to soothing
music, breathe, meditate, do some art
work, go for a walk along, enjoy your
friends and family, and then go to bed
and sleep, sleep, sleep.  For any diges-
tive issue, repopulating the gut with
good bacteria through quality probi-
otics is essential.

Health & 
Wellness

Tips
from

Frank Nathan
Executive 
Director 

Lake Park of
Madison

DID YOU KNOW…….

2A - Viewpoints_Layout 1  1/15/13  9:18 AM  Page 1



Dear Savvy Se-
nior,

Are there any ser-
vices that you can rec-
ommend that help
pre-retirees decide
when to start drawing
their Social Security
benefits? My wife and
I are still a few years
away from retiring
but want to carefully
weigh all our options
to make sure we get
the most from our
benefits.  

Approaching Re-
tirement

Dear Approach-
ing,

Deciding when to
begin collecting your
Social Security bene-
fits could be one of
the most important re-
tirement-income deci-
sions you’ll make. The
difference between a
good decision and a
poor one could cost
you tens of  thousands
of  dollars over your
retirement, so doing
your homework and
weighing your options
now is a very smart
move.

What to Consid-
er

As you may al-
ready know, you can
claim Social Security
any time from age 62
to 70, but the longer
you wait, the larger

your monthly check.
However, there are
many other factors
you need to take into
account to help you
make a good decision,
like your current fi-
nancial needs, your
health and family
longevity, whether
you plan to work in re-
tirement, whether you
have other retirement
income sources, and if
you’re married, your
spouse’s situation. 

You also need to
understand the dizzy-
ing array of  rules that
can affect your Social
Security benefits, and
factor in the various
strategies that can in-
crease your benefits if
you’re married, di-
vorced or widowed.  

To help you com-
pare all your options,
there are a number of
online tools and ser-
vices that have sprung
up in recent years that
can help you make an
informed decision. 

Online Tools
To get started,

your first step is to go
to the Social Security
Statement web page
(socialsecurity.gov/my
statement) and get
your personalized
statement that esti-
mates what your re-
tirement benefits will
be at age 62, full re-
tirement age (current-

ly 66) or when you
turn 70. These esti-
mates are based on
your yearly earnings
that are also listed on
your report. 

Once you get your
estimates for both you
and your wife, there
are several online
tools you can turn to
that can crunch hun-
dreds of  calculations
to compare your bene-
fits under various sce-
narios and different
ages to help you figure
out your optimum
claiming strategy. 

Two free sites are
Analyze Now (ana-
lyzenow.com) which
offers a robust deci-
sion-making tool
called the “Strategic
Social Security Plan-
ner,” but requires Mi-
crosoft Excel to use it.
And AARP’s Social Se-
curity Benefits Calcu-
lator (aarp.org/
socialsecuritybenefits),
which is a less sophis-
ticated tool but very
easy to use. 

Or, if  you don’t
mind spending a little
money, there are high-
er-level services like
Social Security Choic-
es (socialsecuritychoic-
es.com) which
provides a compre-
hensive customized
report for only $30 to
help single, married
or widowed pre-re-
tirees identify their
best claiming strategy.
Or Maximize My So-
cial Security (maxi-
mizemysocialsecurity.
com), which charges
$40 for their report,
and takes into account
the thousands of  dif-
ferent factors and
combinations to help
you maximize your
benefits. 

Personalized Ad-
vice

If, however, you
want or need more
help, there are special-
ized firms and finan-
cial advisors that can
advise you for a fee. 

One of  the best is
Social Security Solu-
tions (socialsecurityso-
lutions.com, 866-762
-7526), which offers
several levels of  ser-
vice including their
“Premier Plus” plan
that runs multiple cal-
culations and compar-

isons, recommends a
best course of  action
in a detailed report,
and gives you a one-
on-one session with a
Social Security spe-
cialist over the phone
to discuss the report
and ask questions.
The fee for this ser-
vice is $125. 

Premier Social Se-
curity Consulting
(premiersocialsecuri-
tyconsulting.com, 800-
518-0761) is another
option that offers sev-
eral consulting pack-
ages, ranging from $75
to $295. 

Or, you can get
help through a fee-
only financial adviser
who specializes in So-
cial Security analysis
and charges on an
hourly basis. To find
someone use the Gar-
rett Planning Network
(garrettplanningnet-
work.com, 866-260-
8400), which offers the
services of  300 inde-
pendent advisers na-
tionwide. The cost for
a Garrett advisor
ranges between $150
and $300 per hour. 

Send your senior
questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim
Miller is a contribu-
tor to the NBC Today
show and author of
“The Savvy Senior”
book.
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Operating Loans to Help You Grow

www.farmcredit-� .com/operating-loans

No one understands the cycles of farming and how they can 
affect your business better than Farm Credit. Talk to us about 

respond to changing conditions. We understand agriculture. 

Contact us today at 850-997-3545.

913 North Patterson St • Valdosta, Georgia 31601 
229-244-4053
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BETTY WEBB 
INTERIORS & GIFTS

Let Us Eat Cake

Monday, Jan. 14 - Saturday, Jan. 19
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

CELEBRATING OUR
30TH BIRTHDAY

WITH A SWEET SALE
THE ENTIRE STORE IS

OFF30%

Getting Social Security Help May Boost
Your Benefits 

Lundell - Poppell
Announce 

Engagement



Now that the holidays are over, and you are start-
ing to think about your New Years resolutions, I en-
courage you to make one of  those resolutions to
become a Covenant Hospice volunteer.  When people
think about volunteering for hospice, their first
thought may be, “I could never do that”, or “I would be
too depressed.”  However, talk to a Covenant Hospice
volunteer and he or she will tell you a very different
story.  

Covenant volunteers come from many different
backgrounds, ranging from retired persons, to working
professionals, active military personnel, high school
and college students.  They all have one thing in com-
mon…a desire to give back, and in that giving they re-
ceive so much in return. 

Covenant has opportunities for people with di-
verse skills and interests. Volunteers that are looking
for a chance to meet new people and to be active in the
community will love Covenant’s Ambassador Pro-
gram.  For those that want to have fun and socialize
with others, Covenant’s fundraising events are the per-
fect fit.  Volunteers that enjoy office work or computers
can find a home in administrative support.  Individuals
with care-giving experiences, emotional and spiritual
support skills may choose to visit Covenant’s patients
and their families. 

Persons that have experienced the loss of  a loved
one understand what families have gone through and
make wonderful bereavement volunteers.  Volunteers
from our communities help to garden, clean yards,
make simple home repairs, build ramps, sew, crochet,
cook and bake. Volunteers receive specialized training

that prepares them to volunteer in their area of  inter-
est.  

Covenant Hospice makes a promise to our volun-
teers that they will find a sense of  purpose, worthwhile
work and the realization that they are making a differ-
ence.  That’s why over 2,600 individuals have chosen to
give an important part of  their lives to Covenant Hos-
pice.  

Covenant’s volunteer program has received
Awards of  Excellence from Florida Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Organization for the Ambassador Volunteer
Program, the Reflections Life Review Journal Pro-
gram, and the Tuck-in Program.  The late Sam Golden-
berg and his wife, Joyce, long-time Covenant Hospice
volunteers, received the Volunteer of  the Year Award
from the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organi-
zation (NHPCO).  

So while you are composing your New Year’s reso-
lutions, please think about becoming a Covenant Hos-
pice volunteer.  I promise it’s a resolution that is easy to
keep, as well as very rewarding.  

If  you are interested in becoming a Covenant Hos-
pice volunteer in Madison or the surrounding area,
please contact Kortney Rudd at 850-575-4998.

Covenant Hospice is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to providing comprehensive, compassionate
services to patients and loved ones during times of  life-
limiting illnesses.
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The Ushers of  Jeslamb A.M.E. Church will be
celebrating their anniversary on Sunday, Jan. 20, at
11 a.m. 

The speaker for the day will be Minister James
Straughter, member at St. James M.B. Church in
Madison. 

The church invites everyone to come out and
help them celebrate the occasion.

Rev. Debra Warner is the Pastor and Sister Bet-
tye Straughter is the president of  the Ushers. 

Ushers To Celebrate
Anniversary At 
Jeslamb A.M.E.

Make Volunteering Your New Year’s Resolution
Volunteer Services Manager with Covenant Hospice

Lauretta Mary Bottomley, 97, longtime resident of
Madison, died peacefully in her sleep on November 14,
2012 in El Cerrito, Calif., only three weeks shy of  her
98th birthday. The youngest of  six, she was born on De-
cember 7, 1914 to Fred and Mary Hostetler in Calumet
County, Wisc. She married Earl Bottomley on July 25,
1936. She made Madison her home from 1968 until 2010. 

Lauretta began her formal education at age four at
the Francis Scott Key School in Stockbridge, Wisc.
Graduating from the eighth grade at age 10, she began
high school upstairs in the same building the following
year. Education remained important to her throughout
her life. She received a Bachelor’s degree from Oshkosh
State Teachers College and a Master’s in Education
from Indiana University. She worked for the WPA and
later in the public school system. 

She met her future husband, who was also a
teacher, on the way to a dance near her family home in
Wisconsin. At that time, women were not allowed to
teach once married so the pair eloped to Indiana and
were secretly married after which they both continued
to teach. When World War II began, Lauretta moved
with Earl, who was a civilian instructor in the Air
Force, first to Washington, D.C., then to Bremerton,
Wash., and Rantoul, Ill. In 1945, the couple went to
Stockton, Calif. as teachers, later returning to Rantoul,
Connersville and Ellettsville in Indiana. After moving
to Madison, Lauretta taught remedial reading and
worked in the Learning Resources Center at North
Florida Junior College and taught in the seventh grade
in public schools in Taylor and Madison Counties. She
enjoyed many civic activities in her retirement, in-
cluding Pine Tree Quilters, working with adult literacy
programs, and was active in her Sunday School group
at First United Methodist Church. She enjoyed sewing
and painting, gardening, reading and playing bridge
with friends. 

She left Florida to be with her family in California
in 2010. 

She was predeceased by her husband, the late T.
Earl Bottomley; her daughter, Mary Gorrell; and sib-
lings, Norman Hostettler, ruby Gerhertz, Oscar Hostet-
tler, Harry Hostettler, Olga Berg and Lucy McMillan. 

She is survived by her son, Tom Bottomley and
wife Margaret; her son, Wayne Bottomley and wife,
Betsy Thorne; and a grandson, James Bottomley and
wife, Anne Mason, all of  California; a son-in-law, Chip
Gorrell of  Bellingham, Wash.; a sister-in-law, Joyce,
and husband, Leonard Tufts of  North Carolina; and a
sister-in-law, Agnes Bottomley; and many nieces and
nephews. 

A memorial service will be held at First United
Methodist Church in Madison on Sunday, January 20,
2013, at 3 p.m. 

Obituary
Lauretta Mary

Bottomley



By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Folks from West
Virginia will converge
on Lake City for their
annual West Virginia
reunion. 

Everyone is asked
to bring a covered dish
to share at the event,
which will offer fun
and fellowship. Guests
will be able to share
stories about their
home state, 

The reunion will
be held at noon on Feb.
2nd at Epiphany
Church in Lake City.
Epiphany Church is
located at 1905 SW
Epiphany Court. 

RSVP deadline is
Jan. 28. RSVP to (386)
754-1760. 
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A note, written by a young Pinetta Elementary
School student named Ariel, which read, “When you
get home from war, come by my school! We’ve never
saw you guys before!” prompted Sgt. Christopher
Kellum of  the U.S. Army to visit the school. 

Kellum, a veteran with two tours in Iraq and an-
other in Afghanistan, came home during the Christ-
mas season and read Christmas stories to Ariel’s

third grade class, which is taught by Carol Miller.
Kellum was in full uniform when he went to the
school. 

Sgt. Kellum’s mother is Michelle Kellum, who
teaches ESE classes in the middle grades at Madison
County Central School. 

Sgt. Kellum is scheduled to be deployed again
early this year and the prayers of  the Madison
County School District and Madison County go with
him. 

Photo submitted

Sgt. Christopher Kellum is pictured with Carol Miller’s third grade class at Pinetta Elementary School.
Children are: Coleman Williams,  Ariel Akins, Troy Peterson, Jashanti Johnson, Mackenzie Singletary, Drue
Taylor,  Sargent Kellem, Alan Andablo, Elizabeth Kenda, Aleida Oro, Eugenia Bartolo, Shiann Miller-Mendoza
and Beth Moore.

Sgt. Christopher Kellum Visits
Pinetta Elementary School

West Virginia Reunion
Set For February 2

The Madison County Junior Auxiliary is offer-
ing a scholarship for vocational students. 

The goal of  the scholarship is to offer at Madi-
son County resident the opportunity to gain voca-
tional job training. To qualify, applicants must be
accepted at an area vocational program and must
submit an application for the scholarship. 

Anyone who is interested in applying may pick
up an application at the North Florida Community
College (NFCC) financial aid office or contact a guid-
ance counselor at Madison County High School. 

Applications are also available upon request at:
Junior Auxiliary Madison County
P.O. Box 15
Madison, FL 32341
Applications will be accepted through Feb. 28 at

5 p.m. 

Madison County
JA’s Are Offering 

Vocational 
Scholarship

The first Hanson, Pinetta and Cherry Lake Com-
munity Christmas Dinner, which was held on Dec.
15, 2012, at Pinetta Elementary School, turned out to
be a blessing to the community. 

Approximately 173 meals were sent into the
community and 20-25 people showed up for the meal.

Thanks to all who volunteered to help prepare meals
and provided transportation. 

The Mt. Zion AME Church of  Cherry Lake
would like to thank all community churches who
participated in this event. May God bless you all. 

Again, thank you!

A Big Thank You!



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

At the first meeting of  the 55 Plus Club for the year 2013, Madison City
Manager Tim Bennett talked about his first eleven months in “the best job
on the planet.” 

“Is it easy? No,” he said.  “Is it challenging? Yes.”
Bennett, who grew up in Graceville, about 90 miles east of  Tallahassee,

worked in South Carolina for several years before returning to
North Florida as Madison’s new city manager in February of
2012.  It’s a job he loves going to every day, where he can have
a positive impact on the lives of  so many people, in a town
that is “such a great place to be” - a town that will also be
celebrating its 175th anniversary all year long in 2013.

Bennett had words of  praise for Teenie Cave, Myra
Valentine, Jessica Webb, Cindy Vees and Rev. Octavious
Tookes for their hard work in making the January kickoff
event at the courthouse such a great success.  In particular,
he commended Myra Valentine “for planting the seed that
was now growing” into a series of  events for publicizing and
celebrating the coming year, many of  which are only in the
planning stages, and some which haven’t even been thought
of  yet. 

It was still a work in progress, with noth-
ing definite yet, he added, and the city was
open to suggestions and ideas.  So far, plans
include mapping out walking tours of  his-
torical locations and making the 175th An-
niversary a theme of  this year’s “Down
Home Days” celebration.

Madison has a great staff  of  city em-
ployees who care about the quality of
their work and who are “passionate
about doing the right thing at the right
time for the right reason,” said Bennett,
adding that the longevity of  so many de-
partment heads, some with as many as 40
year in their positions, was a solid base of  ex-
perience and knowledge.  “They know how to
make things happen in a bureaucracy.”

It is a team effort, one that requires excel-
lent and ongoing communication, with each
other, with the city commissioners who need
current information on issues to make in-
formed decisions.  Communication and infor-
mation are shared across all departments,
rather than each department being isolated in
its own “stovepipe,” the stuff  of  which bu-
reaucratic “that’s-not-my-department” night-
mares are made.  Efficient managing of  a
city means realizing that problems which
come up will often involve multiple depart-
ments and “cross-functional teams” where
people from different departments look at a
problem and work out a solution.

“It’s all about teamwork,” he said.  “Not
being afraid to look around the corner to see
if  there is a better solution, of  to look at
someone else’s better idea.”

In addition to communication with, and
acountability to, each other and the City
Commission, Bennett also emphasized accountability to the citizens of

Madison.  The people of  Madison have a right to know what goes on in their
city government.  He is currently working with the online media as well as
the local newspapers to publicize more of  what is going on at city hall, and
would like to encourage more citizens to come to the City Commission meet-
ings on the second Tuesday of  each month, 5:30 p.m.  

Usually, these meetings are sparsely attended, but Bennett acknowl-
edged that “could turn on a dime.”  With a controversial issue at hand, at-
tendance could swell to standing room only.

The city does have  website, and this year, for the first time, the city
budget was posted there in its entirety.  In the future, Bennett would
also like to have a facebook page for the City of  Madison, where peo-
ple would have a fast, convenient way to check for the latest updates
on city operations that affect them; for example, they could check on
changes to trash pickup schedules during holiday seasons and find
out whether there is a sewer, water or road problem going on any-
where that would affect their home, business or their route to
work.  

Another problem he addressed was handling the city’s tax dol-
lars responsibly.  “Those tax dollars are precious,” he said, and
sometimes, the City had to balance the positive with the negative for

the greater good of  the community.   One example of  that was
the decision to suspend new water and sewer hook-up

“impact fees,” a source of  revenue for the city.
However, in a rural area with very little new
construction to bring in new impact fees, and
with an economy in recession and many peo-

ple struggling to survive, the fees were
seen as more of  a burden to the

people and
s m a l l
business-
es than a
help to
the city.  It
d o e s n ’ t

mean that
the city won’t revis-

it the issue in the fu-
ture when economic

times are better, just
that for the present, it

was deemed better to sus-
pend such fees.

He is also working on an
agreement with the county for

both entities to be able to help
each other out when it comes to building inspec-
tions and code enforcement issue, with an eye to
possible consolidation and cost saving down the
road.

Other cost saving measures already in place are
using fuel-efficient golf  carts

rather than street vehicles for
city meter readers.  

A ckn ow l e d g i n g
that sometimes bu-
reaucracy can be its
own worst enemy, Ben-
nett said that he hoped
Madison would not be

the typical government bureaucracy when it comes to serving the people.
“If  you come to me with a problem, I will pull together a team people to

look at the problem and find a solution.  I don’t know everything.  Nobody
does.  That’s why we have staff.”

Government, especially local government exists to serve the people, he
added, and “a city manager is the grease gun ready to grease the skids and
get things going.”
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 • Screen Rooms • Awnings 
 • Patio Covers • Pool Enclosures • Gutters 
 • Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters • Soffit

 HUNT’S 
 ALUMINUM

 (386) 752-6367 Office • (386) 752-6977 Fax  
 4845 US Hwy 90 W. • Lake City, FL 32055

 huntsaluminum@comcast.net

 LIC #SC C047025

 • Steel Buildings
 • Portable Buildings
 • Sheds
 • Vinyl Fencing
 TODD  HUNT – Owner

 781841

 NOW AT  NOW AT  HUNT’S  HUNT’S
 

 ALUMINUM ALUMINUM

 FREE  FREE  ESTIMATES ESTIMATES

City Manager Tim Bennett
Speaks To 55 Plus Club

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, January 9, 2012

Madison City Manager Tim Bennett talks to the 55 Plus Club about what it’s like to
have “the greatest job on the planet.”



By Jerome Wyche, President
Kiwanis Club of  Madison

The Kiwanis Club of  Madison and its members continue to believe in and
support the defining statement of  Kiwanis International as “A global organiza-
tion of  volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child and one commu-
nity at a time.”

Mr. Allen Whetsell, Governor of  Kiwanis, Florida District, set in motion his
vision to feed the body of  our youth and communities with peanut butter and
jelly, and feed the brain by donating children’s book to learning coalitions.  The
members of  the Kiwanis Club of  Madison and a great number of  citizens have
made significant contributions to the collection of  jars of  peanut butter and jel-
ly and children’s books as we share in Governor Whetsell’s vision.  In less than
three months, efforts to reach our local goals of  collecting 350 jars of  peanut
butter or jelly and 350 children’s books is well over half  way.  At the current
pace of  collecting these items, the members of  the Kiwanis Club of  Madison is
on track to double the initial goal by year’s end in September 2013.  

A significant collection of  these items was witnessed during the “Light Up

Madison” even early in December as more than 175 combined items were col-
lected by the members of  the Kiwanis Club of  Madison.  Citizens from our com-
munities demonstrated a great outpouring in helping our club to meet these
goals.  

The members of  the Kiwanis Club of  Madison have been the mainstay in
making this effort possible.  When they walk through the doorways to attend
our weekly meetings, they come religiously with their weekly donations in
hand.  The members of  the Kiwanis Club and of  the community are commend-
ed for their efforts and concern in helping out communities to flourish.

Thursday, Dec, 20, the Kiwanis Club made its first donation of  almost 200
jars of  peanut butter and jelly to the consolidate Christian Ministry in hopes
that it will impact the lives of  our youth, citizens and communities as we take
the responsibility to better ourselves.  

The first donation of  children’s book will be scheduled close to the begin-
ning of  the New Year 2013.

If  anyone is interested in making donations, or in becoming a member of
the Kiwanis Club of  Madison, please contact our membership chair, Cindy
Vees, at (850) 973-2788, or attend one of  the weekly meetings at Shelby’s Restau-
rant at noon on Thursdays.  You can help make a difference in the quality of  life
for all people.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A new salon has opened in Lee at an unusual,
but convenient place. 

Jimmie’s Cuts and Curls by Karen has been
opened in back of  the Red Onion Grill, located at
Jimmie’s Auto Plaza, just off  the Interstate 10, 262
exit. 

“This was a God thing,” Karen Romagosa, own-
er of  the salon said. “I’ve eaten at the Red Onion for
two years and I didn’t even know the salon was out
here. When I saw the sign, about it, I told the wait-
ress that I was a stylist.” 

Karen said that, as she was leaving, Trent Ab-
bott (who is the manager of  Jimmie’s Auto and
Truck Plaza and the grandson of  Jimmie and La-
trelle Ragans) approached her and asked her if  she
was interested in the shop. 

Karen said that she has been cutting hair for 28
years and, during part of  that time, she has actually
been a teacher of  barbering and beauty. 

Before moving to Lee two years ago, Karen and
her husband, Antonio (who works at Kelly’s Body
Shop) lived in the Kissimmee-St. Cloud area. She is
originally from Michigan, where her daughter and
mother and father live., 

Karen had worked for Great Clips the past three
years and was about to start with them in Tallahas-
see. 

“The company is a great company to work for,”
she said, “but that would be quite a drive from Lee.
This location is only six miles from where I live.” 

Business has been good for her, so far, she said.
She has served local people, as well as truck drivers
who have come through. She offers great prices on
services from haircuts to coloring and perms. Her
hours are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
On Thursdays, she is open from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

“I want to be able to help the working people,”
she said. 

On Saturdays, haircuts and styling are by ap-
pointment only. 

One thing that Karen is offering is free haircuts
to police officers, firefighters and EMTs. 

“They help our community,” she said, “so I want
to help them.” 

Karen said that she is a tomboy and loves out-
door activities, such as hunting and fishing. 

“I love Lee because it’s quiet and slow-paced,”
she said. “I came from a very busy lifestyle and Lee
is so tranquil.” 

Karen said she also loves attending church. She
and her husband currently go to Lee First Baptist
Church. 

“Most of  all, I love cutting hair,” she said. 
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wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

WWee AArree HHeerree TToo EEaarrnn YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss
&&

KKeeeepp YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!

Call For A FREE Consultation. No Fees or Costs Until Recovery

Toll Free 877-997-8181
www.CaminezLaw.com

Monticello Office • 1307 S. Jefferson St. 850-997-8181
Tallahassee Office • 1882 Capital Circle NE, Suite 103

Jon D. Caminez, Board Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Shannon Brown, Paralegal Scott L. Wolf, Attorney Barney Stallworth, Investigator

WWW.CAMINEZLAW.COM
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you written information about our qualifications and experiences.

• Auto Accidents
• Truck & Tractor
Trailer Accidents

• Motorcycle Accidents
• Wrongful Death
• Defective Products
• Medical Negligence/
Malpractice

• Slip & Fall
• Premises Liability
• Nursing Home
Negligence

Accidents - Injury - Death Cases

Practicing Personal Injury Law Since 1972

Jimmie’ s Cuts And Curls By Karen
Opens In Lee

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, January 10, 2013

Karen Romagosa stands on the porch of her sa-
lon, Jimmie’s Cuts and Curls by Karen, which is lo-
cated directly behind the Red Onion Grill in Lee. 

Kiwanis Club Of Madison Donates Food To
Consolidated Christian Ministry

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, December 20, 2012

Members of Kiwanis Club along with the managers of the Consolidated
Christian Ministries Food Pantry pause for a moment beside the crates and box-
es contained jars of peanut butter and jelly collected by Kiwanis Club Members
over the past few months and donated to the Food Pantry storehouse just in time
for Christmas.
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE FOR RENT

FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Classifieds . . .
Madison County Carrier 8A Wednesday, January 16, 2013

To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
1/14/2013 THROUGH 1/20/2013

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 

lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under

$400 month! 386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only

$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 

386-623-4218.
11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 

manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

Chemistry Instructor
wanted at North Florida 
Community College. 
See www.nfcc.edu.

1/2, 1/9, 1/16, c

Lake Park of Madison 
Is seeking a dynamic nurse
liaison to enhance our 
marketing efforts and to
spread the word about the
services we provide. The
successful candidate will be
a nurse who understands

SNFs, third party 
reimbursement and can work

independently. Contact 
Human Resources to arrange
an Interview (850) 973-8277.
Send a resume to HR 259
SW Captain Brown Road,
Madison, FL 32340 or fax it

to (850) 973-4006. 
1/2, 1/9, 1/16, c

Home for Rent
3 BD, 2 full bath with 
automatic garage door.

Wooden floor. 
184 SW Macon, Madison.

(954) 261-9747.
1/9, 1/16, pd

3 bedroom brobite home for
rent. Water furnished. 1/4
mile outside city limits.

(850) 464-7614.
1/9, pd

$AVON$ Earn up to 50%
only $10 for starter kit.
850-570-1499 for appt

www.youravon.com/tdavies
1/9 - 1/30, c

Dairy Queen/ Arby’s/ 
Fast Track Food Store
Monticello/Madison/

Greenville 
Now Hiring all Positions
Job Fair/ Open House

Friday, January 18th 2013
from 9 am to 4 pm at the
Arby’s location: I-10 and
Hwy 19 in Monticello.

Accepting applications for
General Managers, Assistant
Managers, shift leaders and
crew members for all shifts.
Applicants must be able to
work different shifts from
opening to closing, have

good customer service skills,
and possess an 

out-going personality.  
Benefits with competitive

salary available. 
1/11, 1/16 c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Now Hiring Diesel 
Mechanic, Auto Tech and

Wrecker Driver.
Experience is a MUST. For
more info call Ben's Towing,

850-973-2748.
1/16 - rtn, c

2 BD Mobile Home
for rent. (850) 973-2504.

1/16 - rtn, c

For Sale
LEATHER LIVING ROOM
SET, NEW, never used--

$975. CHERRY BEDROOM
SET, Solid Wood, new in
factory boxes--$895. Orig.
price $6500 Can Deliver. 
Bill (813)298-0221.
Help Wanted

Driver - $0.03 quarterly
bonus, plus $0.01 increase
per mile after 6 and 12
months. Daily or

Weekly pay. CDL-A, 3
months current exp. 
800-414-9569 

www.driveknight.com
Apply Now, 12 Drivers

Needed. Top 5% Pay & Late
Model Equip Plus Benefits,

New Equip & 401K
Need CDL Class A Driving

Exp. 877-258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Schneider National!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in

15 days!
Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

866-314-3769.

AIRLINE CAREERS – 
Become an Aviation 

Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

866-314-3769.
NURSING CAREERS begin
here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if 

qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.

Call Centura 
Institute Orlando
(877) 206-6559.

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 

authorized. 
Call 800-443-5186

www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com

OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers - Class A Flatbed

HOME EVERY 
WEEKEND! Pay 37¢/mi,

Both ways, FULL 
BENEFITS, Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.

800-572-5489 x227, SunBelt
Transport, Jacksonville, FL.

TIRED OF LIVING 
PAYCHECK TO 

PAYCHECK? There's great
earning potential as a 

Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional
Truck Driver earns over
$700/wk*! 16-Day CDL
Training @ NFCC/

Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. CALL
TODAY! (866)467-0060

*DOL/BLS 2012.
Real Estate/ Land for Sale

20 ACRES FREE!
Own 60 acres for 40 acre
price/payment. $0 Down,
$168/mo. Money Back 
Guarantee, NO CREDIT

CHECKS. Beautiful Views,
West Texas. 1-800-843-7537
www.sunsetranches.com
Schools & Instruction
"Can You Dig It?" Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk

Training Program. Backhoes,
Bulldozers, Excavators. 
Local Job Placement Asst.
VA Benefits Approved. 2 
National Certifications. 

866-362-6497.

973-4141
(Fax) 973-4121

P.O. Drawer 772
Madison, FL

It
Pays To
Advertise
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----Legals----

1/16, 1/23 LEGAL NOTICE
MADISON COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED COORDINATING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AND BUSINESS MEETING
The North Central Florida Regional Planning Council announces a public
hearing and business meeting to which all persons are invited.
DATE AND TIME: February 4, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.
PLACE: Madison County Courthouse Annex located at 112 E. Pinckney 

Street, Madison, Florida
GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED:  To conduct a public
hearing and the regular business of the Madison County Transportation Dis-
advantaged Coordinating Board.
A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting:  North Central Florida Re-
gional Planning Council, 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, Florida 32653-1603.
Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person re-
quiring special accommodations to participate in this public hearing and business
meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 2 business days before the meeting
by contacting 352.955.2200.  If you are hearing or speech impaired, please con-
tact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1.800. 955.8771 (TDD) or 1.800.
955.8770 (Voice).
If any person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to
any matter considered at the meeting, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evi-
dence from which the appeal is to be issued.
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

There’s a quiet, almost unearthly beauty to
Honey Lake Plantation that a cloudy, overcast day
cannot diminish.  If  anything, the muted grays
and browns of  a wintry January morning only
accentuate the views of  open areas of  light brown
grass and of  the lake through the trees.  Some of
the trees are bare, some are still holding onto
brown or golden-brown leaves, and some are the
splendid dark evergreen of  pine.   Through the
dark trunks of  trees on the other side of  the road
running through the plantation, the lake reflects
the overcast sky in a muted silver-gray.  

One can only imagine the full splendor of
spring and summer in a place like this, but the
winter scene casts its own spell.  Here, on this
calm winter morning, it is a serene beauty that
flows quietly past the conscious mind and stirs
something in the id – the soul.  

Across the road, beside the silver-gray lake, is
the Honey Lake Plantation Church, a white, wood-
en, picture-postcard building with dark green
trim, and tall white steeple with a church bell.
The stained glass windows, believed to be the old-
est such windows in the state of  Florida, once
graced the windows of  the old Presbyterian
Church of  Madison.  

The little church belongs so perfectly in such
a setting, it looks as if  it has always been there.  In
front of  the entrance, a life-sized statue of  a doe
and two fawns welcome all those who come to
worship.

On Sunday, Jan. 20, at 10 a.m., Honey Lake
Plantation will hold its inaugural service for this
little church, said Bob Williamson, owner of
Honey Lake Plantation Resort and Spa.   Special
guests for the occasion include speaker Bill Glass,
a former All-American Football Player at Baylor
University,          ...Story cont. on Page 9B...

Special Guest Speaker Bill Glass and Gospel Concert
Mark Honey Lake Church’s Inaugural Service

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, January 8, 2013

Inside the church, behind the pulpit, are
the three huge windows whose mullions
form the three crosses and frame the view
of pristine beauty of Honey Lake. 

Greene Publishing, Inc.  Photo by Lynette Norris, January 8, 2013

Bob Williamson, owner of Honey Lake
Plantation, stands at the front door of the Honey
Lake Plantation Church.
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When it comes to
the Top Ten List of
Most Reviled Women of
the Bible, Jezebel
always seems to occupy
the number one spot.
The name itself  has
come to mean the epito-
me of  female wicked-
ness, a slander or insult
when directed at any
woman, as in “painted
jezebel,” usually imply-
ing a woman of  loose
morals or promiscuity.

But who was this
powerful, evil queen,
and where did she
come from?  Was she as
bad as the Old
Testament writer of  1
and 2 Kings makes her
out to be, or does he
exaggerate her evil to
suit a didactic purpose?
Was she a product of
her time and
Phoenician upbring-
ing, no more or less evil
than other power-mad,
autocratic rulers of  the
day or was there some-
thing inherently worse
about her that stands
apart?

Bible scholars, his-
torians and anthropolo-
gists can probably
argue that point ad
infinitum, since there
is little documentation
of  her actions other
than the Old Testament
stories in the Bible.
But there are a few
known details that that
can shed some light on
her background, place
her in historical con-
text and trace how she
came to be in the palace
of  the Kingdom of

Israel.
Jezebel was the

daughter of  King
Ethbaal of  Sidonia,
another name for
P h o e n i c i a .
Sidonia/Phoenicia was
a powerful, thriving
empire situated along
the northeastern
coastal plain of  the
Mediterranean Sea
(part of  what is now
modern day Lebanon).
Phoenicia also includ-
ed much of  the coastal
region of  north Africa
as well as the southern
coastal portion of  the
Iberian peninsula
(modern day Spain).

Phoenicia’s capital
city, Byblos, and other
major cities, including
Tyre, Sidon and
Sarepta, were located
in the northeast coastal
plain region, part of
what was known as the
Fertile Crescent of  the
ancient world.  The
Phoenicians were a
major maritime trad-
ing power whose influ-
ence was felt over the
entire region, lasting
from roughly 1500 to
300 B.C.  Known

throughout the
Classical world as the
home of  the best and
most experienced
sailors and sailing
ships, they are thought
to have developed the
bireme, a type of  galley
ship with two decks of
oars.  They also held a
trade monopoly over
“royal purple,” the rare
and precious dye that
was much sought-after
by royal dynasties of
the time, and developed
the alphabet from
which all modern pho-
netic alphabets are
derived. 

It was into this
rich, bustling kingdom,
in the lush, coastal cli-
mate of  the
Mediterranean, that
Jezebel was born, in
the prosperous city of
Tyre.  

There is little or no
documented detail of
the child Jezebel, but
the culture she would
have been familiar with
was urban and fairly
sophisticated by ancient
world standards.  As
part of  the    ...Story
cont on Page 6B...
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Women Of The Bible:
Jezebel



I believe we would all agree that the pressure
on us in today’s society is great. All we have to do
is look at the growing numbers that need
Psychiatric help to deal with life. I do not mean
that these professionals are not needed, because
they are. We know too well, how life can push a
person to the extreme, and one that can not han-
dle it begins to crumble as it pushes and pushes.
Thankfully the Christian life offers great relief. A
relief  that man cannot find in the natural world

that he now lives in. If  you would, take a moment
and reflect on how the majority of  men deal with
life’s pressures. Many turn to man made devices,
such as drugs and alcohol, these are temporary
suspensions of  time, and when it’s over you are
right back in the same position you started, not to
mention the loss of  money and the effects it has
on the family. The only real solution and comfort
that last is to put your faith and trust in Christ,
and then let Him help us. 

Matthew 11:28 says, “Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” These are not just idle words of  God, for
there are never such in His Word. These words are
given to allow His people to lift their heads and
hearts in a world that cares not for their wellbe-
ing. The society we live in will overwhelm the
strongest that there is. We live today with tremen-
dous pressure, pressure from jobs, family, and life
in general. Have you ever sat on the edge of  your
bed at night wondering how you are going to get
by in the days to come? With the economy beating
on our front door, asking for more than we can
give, we feel a tremendous amount of  pressure. A
pressure that can cause an ordinarily strong indi-

vidual to become weak and confused. I know we
have all had our doubts under great pressure and
worry, but God has not left us alone. Philippians
4:13 is one of  our great resources as it encourages
us to ponder the clear fact that, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Now I
ask of  you as you are reading these words, “DO
YOU BELIEVE” do you really believe that
through all that this world heaps upon your shoul-
ders, that you have the ability through our Lord
and Savoir, to withstand the pressures of  the day
in which you live? Ephesians 6:13 tells us,
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all to stand.” Friends we can-
not do this alone, we need everything that God has
put to our disposal, and if  we use it, we can be vic-
torious in the life we live.

Would you admit that talking to someone
would help, when we are weary and heavy laden?
The grand old song proclaims, “tell it to Jesus.”
When you find yourself  at the end of  your rope,
grab on to the hand of  Christ, Peter found it life
saving and so will you.

Help is in your reach. Psalm 142.
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The 
Pulpit

Robert Ledford, Pastor
Landmark Baptist Church

Are You Weary?



In these days when it seems everything has
become angry polarization, it’s not uncommon to
hear someone in the heat of  an argument invoke
the familiar words of  Jesus: “Judge not, so that
you are not judged.” These words are probably
misapplied as much as anything Jesus ever said. 

Jesus’ prohibition against judging has less to
do with our academic arguments than it does with
how we treat people. The better translation of  his
words is, “Do not condemn others.” This changes
the whole equation, as Jesus doesn’t ban “judg-
ment” in the sense of  discernment, making hon-
orable choices, or being an informed person.
Rather, Jesus is precluding the use of  condemna-
tion against others.

Yet, if  you turn to the media, read much of
what is printed by Christian publishers, listen to
what is repeated in church pulpits, or spend time
perusing the Christian blogosphere, it seems the
only voice we Christians have is that of  a crotch-
ety old man, angry that the neighborhood kids
won’t stay off  our lawn. 

Yes, some of  what we say is healthy, principled
dissent; but too much of  it is an exhaustive collec-
tion of  condemnation and angry finger-pointing,
incensed as we are, at what everyone else is doing
wrong. But by Jesus’ own word, the church is not
permitted to become this type of  condemnation-
meting society. We are not called to operate a busi-
ness of  inflicting punishment on others. In fact,
we aren’t called to mind others’ business at all. 

In my vocation I often come across those who
are hostile toward the Christian faith. I try to
engage such individuals and learn something
from them. What I have learned from people such
as these, more often than not, is their exaspera-
tion over how we Christians frequently come
across as a kind of  moral SWAT team. 

We intrude into the lives of  others filling the
air with the ammunition of  “ought, should, and
must” when we would be better served by turning

our energies and attention to our own hearts and
examine our own lives, not the lives of  others.
Dietrich Bonehoeffer said it like this, “Jesus is the
only standard by which disciples should live, but
he is not a standard we can apply to others. He is
a standard we can only apply to ourselves.” 

So, when we as Christians get blisteringly
angry with those who sin differently than we do,
we should remember to mind our business. That
business is to love, not to condemn. That business
is to begin with the self, for beginning there will
keep us busy for a lifetime. 

To that end, there is a wonderful story from
famed Rabbi Mendel Futerfas, who survived years
in the Soviet Gulags of  Siberia. In the Gulag, one
of  the many activities that was prohibited and
dealt with harshly was playing cards. Still, some
of  the inmates managed to smuggle in a deck of
cards, and they would play for hours without the
guards knowing. 

Finally, however, an informant sold the card-
playing prisoners out. The guards would storm in
with surprise inspections looking for the cards,
but could never find them. They checked every
inch of  the barracks including strip searches of
the inmates, but   ...Story cont. on Page 5B...  
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Minding Our Business



“…Where the Spirit
of  the Lord is, there is lib-
erty.” – 2nd  Corinth 3:17

The youth depart-
ment of  Grace Temple
Outreach Ministries,
Inc. under the leader-
ship of  overseer Apostle
Michael A. Henderson
would like to invite you
to fellowship with The
Remnant Youth
Ministry, Reverend
Marcus Hawkins, and
the Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church family
on Saturday, January 19,
2013 at 7 p.m. during The
Remnant’s Christ
Encounter.

As we gather togeth-
er, it is our desire to pro-
vide an atmosphere that
releases the glory of  God
enabling those who
attend to encounter the
Power and Freedom of
Jesus Christ. It is our
mission to empower
those who attend to
become a standard that
WITHSTANDS the
unhealthy lifestyles and
stereotypes of  the day by

discovering their God
given IDENTITY! We
would like you and your
ministry to share in this
dynamic celebration as
we stir up a spirit of
faith in those who attend
to rise up and awaken to
life in Christ!  

We will convene at
Shiloh M.B.C. located at
221 SW M L King Jr. Dr.
in Madison. This service
will consist of  radical
prayer, inspiring praise
and worship, expres-
sions of  talent and the

life changing word of
God from Pastor Jeremy
Johnson, Youth Pastor of
The Remnant Youth
Ministry.  Light refresh-
ments will be provided
after the service.

For more informa-
tion and if  you have
questions regarding this
service, please contact
Brianna Johnson at (850)
971-5488 or Angela
Mathis at (850) 973-6846.
Alternatively, you may
send an email to
GTRemnant@ Live.com. 
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B

Shiloh M.B. Church
Hosting Youth Revival

the result was always the same:
Nothing. Yet, as soon as the guards left,
the cards would reappear and the games
continued.

Rabbi Mendel couldn’t understand
how this happened, but eventually the
card players let him in on their secret.
“You see,” they said, “we are profession-
al pickpockets. As soon as the guards
enter the barracks, we slip the cards into
their pockets. Right before they leave, we
slip them back out again. It never occurs
to the guards to check their own pock-
ets.” 

“Judging” does not prevent us from
having and sharing opinions. It doesn’t
mean we can’t give a verbal witness to
our faith. But it does mean we refuse –
absolutely refuse – to condemn others.
We leave “room in our hearts for God’s
grace,” and that room is made possible
by looking in and emptying our own
pockets first.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated
columnist, speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can read more
and receive regular e-columns in your
inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 
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Fertile Crescent, the area was also dependent
upon agriculture for part of  its livelihood.  In this
region, the dominant religion was that of  the
Canaanite pantheon, a collection of  more than a
dozen weather/fertility/agriculture gods and god-
desses, but the main triad was generally El, who
was also called Baal, the lord and protector of  the
universe.  The son of  El was also known as Baal,
and also known as Melqart, and it was he who
symbolized the annual cycle of  vegetation and
was associated with the female mother-goddess
Astarte.  To further complicate things, the names
and attributes of  each diety could change slightly
from one city or location to another, sometimes
incorporating part of  the city name as the god-
name.  Numerous local gods were known as Baal,
and sometimes collectively called the Baalim.
Names of  deities and their legends also traded
influence with the Greek, Roman, Egyptian,
Babylonian, Assyrian and Persian cultures.

But it is the name Baal that is used through-
out the Old Testament to refer to the Canaanite
pantheon, and by the time of  Jezebel’s story in 1
and 2 Kings (roughly two centuries after Israel

has split into the Northern Kingdom of  Israel and
the Southern Kingdom of  Judah), Baal is the
main god.  He is the ruler of  the universe, the
“Rider of  the Clouds,” the god of  the thunder-
storm, the most aggressive of  the nature gods,
and the one mortals were most immediately
dependent upon.  

As part of  a royal household, Jezebel would
have been brought up in the worship of  Baal, the
most important deity of  the region, and as the
daughter of  the King of  Phoenicia, she may have
even been trained as a high priestess in one of
Baal’s temples; it was not uncommon among
pagan royal households of  the time, to lend such
royal patronage to a prominent local deity.

Jezebel’s marriage to King Ahab, the seventh
King of  Israel, was a political one, probably
arranged by her father, King Ethbaal of  Tyre.  The
alliance brought political, commercial and strate-
gic advantage to both sides, guaranteeing the
Northern Kingdom of  Israel access to the
Mediterranean trade routes and providing
Phoenicians with safe passage through Israel’s
desolate hill country to inland trade routes.  No
one can know for sure what the young Jezebel
thought of  the rough, arid, rocky terrain of  Israel
in contrast to the lush greenery and mild climate
of  coastal Tyre, or even if  she was herself  was
pleased with the match.  However, she ruled as
Queen after the marriage, and tradition puts the

date of  King Ahab’s rein at about 20 years, from
roughly roughly 873 to 853 B.C. During that time,
according to genealogies recorded in Josephus
and other classical sources, she became the great-
aunt to Dido, Queen of  Carthage. 

But while the marriage may have been advan-
tageous from the purely practical standpoint of
political alliances, it was a match made in hell for
the followers of  Yahweh, who was regarded the
one true God of  Israel.  

Not only was Jezebel a foreigner, she was a
pagan foreigner.  Not only was she a pagan for-
eigner, she was a pagan foreigner fervently devot-
ed to a pagan god...and not just any pagan god, but
Baal, the fertility god, whose rites included sexu-
al practices in the temple and child sacrifice in
his honor.

Time and again, the Northern Kingdom of
Israel had been admonished by the Old Testament
prophets for falling under the pagan influences of
its neighbors, resulting in a cycle war and peace,
and war and peace, and yet again, war and peace,
whenever the children of  Israel became too
friendly with the reviled enemy and affronted the
Lord by falling under the influence of  idol wor-
ship.  

However, this time it wasn’t the children of
Israel going out among the enemy and getting too
friendly with them, it was the enemy entering
their midst             ...Story cont on page 7B...

Jezebel
Continued from Page 2B
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and bringing the open practice of  idol-worship
and other loathsome practices with her.

Paganism was abhorrent to the followers of
Yahweh.  Polytheism was abhorrent to those who
held fast to the monotheistic belief  in the One
True God.  The sexual rituals and child sacrifices
practiced by Baal’s followers were an anathema.

It was probably a reasonable conclusion that
Jezebel was not about to win a popularity contest
among the Old Testament prophets and their cir-
cle.  Even if  she had converted to the Israelite’s
God, she may have been regarded as best as an
interloper, and an outsider who was not of  the
house and lineage of  David, or the bloodline of
any other Israelite monarch for that matter.  

However, she wasn’t about to convert to the
Israelites’ God.  Instead, fiercely devoted to Baal,
she set out to have her new subjects also take up
her beliefs and practices.  Worse, she was seen as
the one who corrupted King Ahab and won him
over to, if  not outright belief  in, at least tolerance
of  her fertility god/idol-worshipping religion.  

After the the diverse, cosmopolitan mix of
various characters in a busy, sea-faring port city
like Tyre, Jezebel might have found the people of
Israel strangely conformist, ethnocentric and
xenophobic, a clannish, tribal folk who regarded
anyone different from themselves with suspicion
and viewed outsiders with a jaundiced eye.  What
she actually thought of  them, whether she regard-
ed them as backward, ignorant hill folk or just
strange and bizarre, they were certainly not what
she was used to.  Still, as time went on, it seems
safe to say that there was little love lost between
Jezebel and many of  her subjects.

Aside from religious belief, the other con-
tentious issue was the completely different view
of  the nature of  kingship.  Jezebel was a
Phoenician princess, whose father’s rule as
monarch was absolute, and a monarch’s every
whim was law.  A king governed as he wished and
brooked no opposition whatsoever.  To the
Israelites, however, even a monarch was bound by
the law, and by certain customs and traditions.  

Jezebel’s motive in bringing her pagan reli-
gion lock, stock and barrel into the midst of  a pri-
marily Yahweh-worshipping monotheistic socie-
ty, whether she thought her pagan religion of  mul-
tiple deities could co-exist with a monotheistic
society where there were already other instances
of  pagan influence from neighboring lands, or
whether she simply stubbornly refused to change
anything about herself  or her identity in order to
conform to another culture she may have regard-
ed as inferior, is not certain.  The story is not told

from Jezebel’s point-of-view, but from that of  the
Old Testament writer who regards her as
throughly and utterly wicked, one who corrupted
the Israelite King Ahab to the point where he not
only allowed construction of  temples for Baal
within his kingdom, but also entered the temples
himself  with his wife, taking up “her” pagan
practices.   

Whether it was stubborn pride or a deliberate
attempt to show utter disrespect to the monothe-
istic Israelites, or even suppress their religion in
favor of  her own, it was hardly a prudent time to
be throwing fuel onto a fire.  Ahab and Jezebel
ruled during a time of  intense social, political and
religious unrest.  Followers of  Yahweh and the fol-
lowers of  Baal were descending into open war-
fare, murdering each other’s prophets.  Elijah and
the other Old Testament prophets supported the
former, Jezebel supported the latter, while Ahab
tried to steer a course down the middle, as record-
ed in 1 Kings 16: 29-34, 18:17-40, and 19:1-3.

However, Jezebel’s more ruthless side
emerges fully in the episode regarding Naboth’s
vineyard in 1Kings 21:1-16.  Here too, is the com-
pletely different way in which she saw the rights
of  kingship.  When Ahab desired the vineyard,
but Naboth refused to sell, Ahab did not pursue
the matter, but rather withdrew into his royal
chamber to take to his bed in a fit of  depression.
Even as monarch, he did not see himself  as hav-
ing the power to seize private property on a whim,
but as an Israelite, he would have been aware of
the custom of  families holding onto their land
and passing it down to their sons, generation after
generation, as Naboth planned to do with his own
land holdings.  Nevertheless, Ahab doesn’t acquit
himself  in a very noble manner in this episode,
behaving more like a spoiled child who has been
thwarted.

Jezebel, on the other hand, saw things differ-
ently.  Not only did she believe a king’s power was
absolute and unquestionable, but she was raised
in an atmosphere where palace intrigue and polit-
ical plotting were the order of  the day.  Showing
impatience with Ahab’s behavior, she orders him
out of  his chambers on the promise of  acquiring
the vineyard for him, and proceeds to do just that,
by having Naboth framed and condemned in a
fraudulent trial for treason, after which he is con-
veniently executed, never once displaying any
qualms about her actions.  There can be little
doubt that Jezebel, in this instance, believed that
might makes right, and that a monarch was enti-
tled to rule as he wished, even if  it included false
accusation, theft and murder.

The final episode in which Jezebel appears, is
her famous death.  After Ahab’s death in battle, an
army officer named Jehu, annointed by the
prophet Elisha, instigates a coup d’etat against
the dynasty of  Ahab, killing two of  Ahab and
Jezebel’s sons at Jezreel, and heading for the royal

palace for the final face-off  with Jezebel herself.
The Queen Jezebel hears the news of  his

approach and dons her finest jewels and grandest
clothing, striding out onto a high balcony to look
down at the enemy Jehu.  She taunts him, calling
him by the name of  “Zimri,” a murderer and
usurper of  a previous king.  Jehu orders her
thrown to her death in the streets below, and some
of  the palace servants oblige.  There, her body is
left to be eaten by the dogs, until Jehu has second
thoughts and orders her buried, since she after all
the daughter of  a king.  However, by that time,
there is almost nothing left to bury.

Throughout the centuries, Jezebel’s name has
been associated with whoredom and promiscu-
ousness, although there is nothing in the even the
Biblical accounts to suggest that she was ever
unfaithful to Ahab.  There is however, an account
showing her as a strong-willed and stubborn
woman, who behaved in a manner contrary to the
Israelite ideal of  womanhood.  She backs the
wrong gods in a religious struggle.  She was
imprudent and unwise in judging the tolerance of
her subjects for royal misbehavior and wrongdo-
ing.  She was unwilling to to seek as compromise
or try to find a middle course as Ahab attempted
to do during his reign — it was all or nothing with
Jezebel.  She was a ruler who had no qualms
about political intrigue that included the abuse of
power and manipulation of  the legal system of
the time, up to and including murder.  

And she was a woman who did not flee when
the enemy was bearing down upon her, but
dressed in her finest regal garments and jewels
and strode out to meet him face-to-face, hurling
insults and determined to go to her death as a
queen.  Whatever else Jezebel might have been,
however ruthless she might have been in life, she
did not run when the tables were turned on her.
She may have lived as a wicked and ruthless
queen, but she died as a queen should, displaying
no cowardice or fear.   

Jezebel
Continued from Page 6B
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison First Baptist Church will be offer-
ing Madison residents a chance to learn about
financial saving and proper money manage-
ment. The church will be hosting Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University classes
beginning in the month of  January. The course
takes nine weeks to complete and will offer
attendees a chance to learn to manage their
money properly.

The classes will be held on Thursday
evenings from 5:30-7 p.m. There will be a free

preview on January 17. This course will offer
information on paying off  debt, bulting sav-
ings, investing in college and retirement, as
well as giving to God’s Kingdom’s work. 

The course will cost $95, which includes all
of  the course materials as well as the ability to
retake the course at any time in the future if
you need a “refresher.” 

If  you are interested in being a part of  this
class, please sign up at the Madison First
Baptist church office. Childcare will be provid-
ed. For more information on the course, please
visit www.daveramset.com/fpu. 

Madison First Baptist Offering
Financial Peace University

Mission Team
Sought For

Trip To 
St. Vincent

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Rev. Timmy Dyke,
pastor of  Pine Grove
Missionary Baptist
Church, is looking for
12-15 people to be on a
mission team, going to
St. Vincent in the
Caribbean. 

The mission team
will do a backyard Bible
club, host a revival and
hold a community day
type event. 

The team would
leave the United States
on July 8 and return on
July 15. 

“All team members
need to be willing to
share their testimony
and be actively
involved,” Dyke said. 

The cost for the team
will be around $1,700 per
person. 

For more informa-
tion, please call Dyke at
(850) 464-8107.



where he attended seminary, and former defensive end player for the Detroit
Lions, followed by seven great years with the Cleveland Browns.  He went on
to build the largest prison ministry in the world, and has been a frequent
speaker at Billy Graham’s services.  Bill Glass Ministries is known world-
wide, and Bob Williamson is a member of  the ministry board.  In fact, Bill
Glass Ministries will hold a board of  directors meeting at Honey Lake on
Jan. 19, the day before the special church service where Glass will speak.

The music planned for that Sunday is another special treat, featuring
both nationally known musician, songwriter, actor and former All-
American football player Terry Warren, as well as a local favorite group,
Root 3:16. 

Warren, a native of  Titusville, was a former NCAA All-American line-
backer from Florida State University who had been signed by the Dallas
Cowboys.  Sidelined by a career-ending injury, he returned to his first love,
music, and began establishing himself  as a serious artist.  His credits
include the theme music from several TV shows, including “Evening
Shade,” and his acting credits include the role of  Jean Valjean in a
Broadway production of  “Les Miserables.”  However, his focus is on reach-
ing people for Christ through his music.  

Root 3:16, a popular Christian music group hailing from Thomasville,
includes Randy Young, Bobby Dollar, Chris Hall, Joel Carter, Jim Spangler
and Gene Carlton, known for their blend of  favorite Christian classics and
contemporary music.  

After the church service, everyone is invited to enjoy a great meal and
more great music at the Gospel Brunch, hosted in the newly remodeled
Lakeside Pavilion.  

“Our church is taking a different approach, trying to reach the
unchurched and those turned off  by conventional churches,” said
Williamson.   The Honey Lake Plantation Church is non-denominational
and there is no dress code.  People can dress casually and comfortably.  

“I don’t have a problem with people coming to church in flip-flops and
Bermuda shorts,” Williamson added.  On the flip side, if  people feel like
dressing up for a church service, that’s fine, too.  The church’s invitation is
for people to be comfortable enough to come just as they are, as Jesus would
have them come...God cares about people’s hearts, not what they are wear-
ing.

Williamson plans to launch a worldwide ministry from the Honey Lake
Church, with weekly services streamed over the world-wide web, again, try-
ing to reach the unchurched, or those who have been turned off  or disillu-
sioned by conventional organized religion for whatever reason.  After the
Jan. 20 service, there will be another service in February, and another about
two weeks later.  Then, the regular weekly services will begin, with two serv-
ices held simultaneously: one contemporary, held in the Pavilion, and the
other held in the Honey Lake Church that is a little more traditional...but
not quite as traditional as, well, “traditional” churches.  It is through this
ministry at Honey Lake that Williamson hopes to see the message of  Christ
delivered in a loving, non-judgmental environment.   

“Make no mistake, our belief  system is in the Bible,” he said.  “The word
of  God is preached.”

However, there is no reason why the services cannot be interesting, with
well-known speakers, good music, good preaching, good food, and a good
time had by all.  There is no reason why the entire day of  Sunday can’t be a
wonderful, special time for families to spend together, both in church, and
afterward in a beautiful setting that would be “like spending a day at the
park,” with a petting zoo and hayrides for the children, a chance to walk

around the plantation and enjoy the natural setting, throw Frisbees, or just
relax and take in the view.  Since there is no dress code, families don’t have
to go home and change clothes or bring a second set of  clothes with them in
order to enjoy the fellowship and beauty of  Honey Lake after the church
service.  That should be the whole point of  a special day set aside to cele-
brate, rejoice and regroup for the week ahead.  

“Church should be an important part of  their lives,” said Williamson,
who hopes the regular, family-friendly Sunday services, sometimes featur-
ing powerful testimony from well-known people, whether athletes musi-
cians, or even former criminals whose lives have been turned around by the
power of  God, Christian music that moves the spirit to rejoice, and special
time spent together with family members in the beauty of  a national-park-
worthy setting will bring home to people the importance of  integrating God
into their everyday lives.

If  they have never been to church, or have been turned by churches and
organized religion in the past, Williamson hopes they will come out to the
inaugural service on Jan. 20 and give Honey Lake a try.  

“We’re hoping we can show them that we’re different,” he said.  “Just
like Jesus was.”
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Evangelist Rodney Watts, of
Perry, will preach a revival at Lee
Worship Center beginning
Wednesday, Feb. 6, and running
through Sunday, Feb. 10. 

Services will be held at 7 p.m.
each evening Wednesday through
Saturday. Sunday morning service
will be held beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

There will be great singing
during each service. 

Rev. Richard B. Sauls is the
senior pastor of  the church and
Rev. Charles R. Lasseter is the pas-
tor emeritus.

The church is located at 471 SE
Magnolia Drive in Lee. 

Lee Worship Center
To Host Revival
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