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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.
A meeting will be

held on Tuesday after-
noon, Jan. 15, at 2:30 p.m.
at Lee City Hall to an-
nounce the results of  a
recent questionnaire
sent out by the United
States Postal Service. 
At least 60 percent of

the votes from the sur-
vey will be needed to
keep the Lee Post Office
open. Should the num-
bers not reflect that per-
centage and the USPS
decides to close the of-
fice, people may have to
go to Live Oak or Jen-
nings to pick up pack-

ages and would likely
have to go to Madison to
conduct any in-person
postal service or have to
do postal business on-
line.
This move could po-

tentially hurt many resi-
dents with a Lee Post
Office address who are
transportation disadvan-
taged and who may not
have access to a comput-
er or be computer liter-
ate. 
The people of  Lee

are asked to show up and
voice their support to
keep the local post office
open.

The Investiture ceremony for newly elected
Madison County Judge E. Bailey Browning III shall
be held on Friday, January 18, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. in the
upstairs courtroom of  the Madison County Court-
house. The public is invited to attend the ceremony,
which will be followed by a reception in the Court-
house lobby. Anyone with questions may contact
Judge Browning at 973-3848 or at browning1@em-
barqmail.com.  

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 
Florida was one of  10 states to increase their

minimum wage on Jan. 1. 
While the federal minimum wage remains at

$7.25 per hour, the mandated minimum for the State
of  Florida is $7.79 per hour. 
Other states, which increased their minimum

wage at the beginning of  the year include:
•Arizona — $7.80 per hour
•Colorado — $7.78 per hour
•Missouri — $7.35 per hour
•Montana — $7.80 per hour
•Ohio — $7.85 per hour
•Oregon — $8.95 per hour
•Rhode Island — $7.75 per hour
•Vermont — $8.60 per hour
•Washington — $9.19 per hour
This year’s minimum wage increase is one-third

what the increase was last January. It went up 36
cents an hour on Jan. 1, 2012. This year, it increased
by only 12 cents. 
The State of  Washington maintains the nation’s

highest minimum wage. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.
Technology has

made its way into sever-
al phases of  everyday
life in Madison County
and it also includes sup-
plying anonymous tips
or information to law en-
forcement. In case our
readers were not aware,
Madison County Crime
Stoppers offers several
ways to provide anony-
mous tips to law officers. 
One way is by plac-

ing a phone call to the
anonymous tip line at
(850) 973-2762.
The second way be-

gan a year ago. People
can send a text CMC,
plus their message to
274637 (CRIMES).

Finally, a third way
is by using social net-
working. Crime Stop-
pers has a page on
Facebook called Crime
Stoppers of  Madison
County, Inc. On that
page, there is a “submit
tip” app, which can be
used. 
For those who do not

wish to remain anony-
mous when supplying a
tip to law enforcement,
they may call the Madi-
son County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice at (850) 973-4001, ext.
2, or call the Madison Po-
lice Department at (850)
973-5077. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 
The Lee Town Council agreed to let the Lee Volunteer Fire Department use

Town Hall’s generator for emergencies during the council’s regular monthly
meeting. The meeting was held Monday, Jan. 7.
Town Manager Sarah Anderson suggested the generator for the fire depart-

ment, saying that it was more than capable of  handling both buildings. 
Council President Doug McNicol made the motion to approve the use of  the

generator by the LVFD. It passed unanimously. 
In other business, Town Attorney Scot Copeland told the board that they

were ready to move forward with the lease agreement with the North Florida
Broadband Authority. They had been waiting for the county to finish with some
of  its concerns on their contract with NFBA. Copeland said that the county had
moved forward with it.
Sid Bontrager was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Code Enforcement

Board. 
Anderson told the board that the Madison County Sheriff ’s Office had sur-

plus vehicles and she expressed concern that the town may need a third vehicle.
After a  brief  discussion, McNicol made a motion to proceed with looking into
getting a surplus vehicle from the Sheriff ’s Office. 

The Community and Economic
Development Task Force is organizing
a clean up day for the Madison Train-
ing School site on Saturday, January
12, at 9:30 a.m. The Task Force is ask-
ing that any graduating class mem-
bers attend. 
The site is being used as a

Farmer’s/Flea Market but efforts are
underway to use other parts of  the site
for cultural community projects. This
site holds historical value and trea-
sured memories for the African Amer-
ican community. The Task Force is
asking the community to come out
and help clean the grounds.  They wel-
come church groups, social clubs, and
families. They have heavy equipment

for mowing. 
Please bring any garden tools that

will help clean up the grounds. It
would be greatly appreciated. 
In order to make progress, they

will need all the assistance they can
get. 
The Task Force is also looking for

pictures of  the Madison Training
School sign in order to have another
one made for the location. If  one has a
relative who attended the Training
School and has pictures, please con-
tact Tami Brown at (850) 673-6702. .
Contact  Deacon Ozie Richardson

at (850) 464-0073 for more
information.  Thanks in advance for
your support.

A shoplifter was arrested at Fred’s on Friday af-
ternoon, Jan. 4.
According to a Madison Police Department re-

port, officers were dispatched to the store, located on
East Base Street, at approximately 12:51 p.m. that
day.
The store manager told Patrolman Travis John-

son that he had observed Qarma Peacock, 39, hide
an item in her purse. 
Johnson made contact with Peacock and a

search of  her purse revealed two sealed White Cas-
tle hamburgers.
The store manager advised the suspect was ob-

served hiding a White Castle hamburger box on the
shelf, with two other sealed White Caste hamburg-
ers. 
Peacock was placed under arrest for retail theft

and transported to the county jail. 
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The cast of the
“From the Begin-
ning” skit that was
performed at the
kickoff of the City of
Madison’s 175th an-
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photos on page 5A. 
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Luther Sparks came in the Feed ‘n
Seed  tell’n ‘uh unbelievable story.
Fridee’ he wounded ‘uh big buck and it
ran off  in the swamp. Luther felt bad it
weren’t ‘uh quick kill. Arney Sapp had
told Luther about ‘uh man that could
track it. Luther didn’t believe ‘eem but
thought, “ What can I loose?”
They looked up old Maxwell Long-

horn. By then it was midnight. It
seemed impossible. Max is 75 now but
he’s still tougher than nails. Max wad-
ed around in the swam fer’ 2 hours. He
followed where the water was a little
more murky than the surround’n,
then found one drop of  water on ‘uh
blade of  saw grass. He calculated the
direction the deer had went by where
Luther shot it. Then, ¾ ‘uh mile
through the wetlands he come’ to ‘uh
spot of  dry land where he found ‘uh
drop of  blood. From there he follered’
hoof  tracks  300 yards n’ found the
deer passed on.
I said, “ Luther, that sounds like

‘uh tall tail.” Then I told him I’ve
known Max over 30 years. Max

stopped hunt’n with ‘uh rifle long ago.
He’s part Indian and proud of  it. He
learned how ta’ make arrow heads like
his ancestors, point sharp as ‘uh nee-
dle, n’ razor sharp serrated edge. He
scouts deer fer’ hunt’n clubs. He’ll
come back ta’ camp n’ describe the
antlers of  every buck in the area, usu-
ally some trophies that ain’t been
caught on  surveil’n cameras.
I heard ‘uh rummer that he can

coax ‘uh buck right up to ‘eem. I doubt
that, but I wouldn’t put it past ‘eem.
Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
( Cracker fer’ short )
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Schofield
National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

Some book titles
catch my attention and,
by themselves, create a
need to know more.  So it
was several years ago
when I saw the title of
Donald Connelly’s biog-
raphy: “John M.
Schofield and the Poli-
tics of  Generalship.”  I
was intrigued.  With my
recently acquired Kin-
dle, I ordered the book
through Amazon and be-
gan to read.
John McAlister

Schofield was a 19th Cen-
tury army officer, origi-
nally from New York.  He
attended the United
States Military Academy
at West Point, graduat-
ing with the class of
1853.  The outbreak of
the Civil War in 1861
found Schofield in St.
Louis, Missouri.  Mis-
souri was among a hand-
ful of  ‘border states”
that could tip either way
as the nation split into
two geographic spheres.
Schofield became a gen-
eral barely at 30, and
played a pivotal role over
the next two years to
keep Missouri in the
Federal column.  Here
he first had the opportu-
nity to balance his mili-
tary responsibilities
with political realities.
In the process, he

earned many enemies,
but a few friends as well,
including Ulysses S.
Grant and William T.
Sherman.  President
Lincoln also became one
of  his protectors.  When
it came time for him to
depart Missouri under
political pressure, he
was awarded the com-
mand of  a corps and in
short order, a field army.
Before reaching the age
of  35, he was one of  the
most celebrated com-
manders of  the victori-
ous Union Army,
working primarily with
Sherman in the western
theater.  His commands
played critical roles in
the battles of  Atlanta,
Franklin and Nashville,
as well as the surrender
of  the last major Confed-
erate army in North Car-
olina
Unlike many Civil

War commanders,
Schofield stayed in the
army following the war

to complete a full mili-
tary career. He did not
retire until he reached
the age of  mandatory re-
tirement – 64 in 1896.  At
that point, he was com-
manding general of  the
army, which later be-
came chief  of  staff.
Among positions that he
held during the post-war
Victorian period were
secretary of  war and su-
perintendent of  his alma
mater West Point.  He
held supervisory posi-
tions during the Indian
Wars so he was always
actively involved at the
juncture between civil
and military affairs.
The conflicts he was in-
volved with were domes-
tic, not foreign
operations.
Throughout his ca-

reer, Schofield had a rep-
utation as a reformer.
He paid great attention
to improving military
education.  He was never
satisfied with the status
quo, whether at West
Point or in the Army.  He
wasn’t always successful
in seeing his ideas im-
plemented, but that did-
n’t stop him from trying.
More than a few of  his
ideas were adopted fol-
lowing his retirement at
the beginning of  the
new century.  During the
Theodore Roosevelt ad-
ministration, the fa-
mous Secretary of  War
Elihu Root was an advo-
cate of  Schofield and al-
ways listened to his
counsel. 
By nature, reform-

ers are visionaries and
Schofield was no excep-
tion.  He visited the
Hawaiian Islands well
before most Americans
and saw their potential
in projecting American
strength in the Pacific.
An important Army post
on Oahu, Schofield Bar-
racks, is named in his
honor and serves as the
home for the 25th “Light-
ning” Division.
I first became ac-

quainted with John
Schofield nearly a half
century ago as a new
cadet at the Air Force
Academy.  In our knowl-
edge book, Contrails,
that all freshmen are ex-
pected to recite by heart,
was a quote from

Schofield he made at
West Point in 1879.  The
subject was hazing
which Schofield ab-
horred.  He felt it had
nothing whatsoever to
do with good order and
discipline.  Schofield’s
quote made a lasting im-
pression upon me.  It be-
gan this way: “The
discipline which makes
the soldiers of  a free
country is not to be
gained by harsh or
tyrannical treatment.”
As a former profes-

sional military officer, it
was very important to
me to be apolitical while
I served on active duty.
Our country was found-
ed on civilian rule.  The
president, elected by the
people, is the only com-
mander-in-chief.  Mili-
tary leaders must
refrain from political ad-
vocacy.  When someone
like Stanley McChrystal
(former commander in
Afghanistan) crossed
the line and criticized
President Obama, he did
the correct thing to offer
his resignation.   If  a
leader disagrees with
the policy, he has every
right to object … in pri-
vate.  If  he loses the ar-
gument, there are two
options: a) enforce the
policy or b) resign.
Schofield understood
this principle and care-
fully practiced it his
whole life.
There is a Florida

connection to this story.
Like many well-to-do
Americans in the late
Victorian era, Schofield
would spend his winters
in the warm clime of  the
sunshine state.  It was in
St. Augustine on March
4, 1906 where John
McAlister Schofield took
his last breath.  He was
subsequently interred at
the USMA cemetery, a
place and code he served
beginning as a teenager.
John Schofield was the
epitome of  “duty, honor,
country,” the West Point
motto. 

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist

CRACKER SEZ
MAX  

LONGHORN

The North Florida Soul Food Fes-
tival 2013 presents the North Florida
Unknown leadership award. 
Do you know of  someone who goes

above and beyond the Call of  Duty to
support his or her community? If  so,
the North Florida Soul Food Festival
would like to recognize these individu-
als from the North Florida area for
their exceptional community effort in
making a different in other people
lives. 
The Unknown Leader’s Awards

celebration is designed to encourage
activism, which consist of  efforts to
promote, impede, or direct social, po-
litical, economic, or environmental
change in a one sound, one voice in the
North Florida communities. 
ELIGIBILITY is open to the public

in the North Florida community to all
eligible residents. Candidates may be-
tween the ages of  13 years old and up.
Age, race, creed, religion, or gender
will not be disqualified. 
CRITERIA: Submit a 500 word Es-

say on the Topic of  “Why he or she de-
serves to be an Unknown Leaders in
your area.” Submit Essay to madison-
soulfood.unknownleaders@gmail.com
, in a PDF format. 
- Please add the candidate’s ad-

dress, and phone number on the essay. 
- The candidates must have

demonstrated volunteer work, done
community service projects, and in-
clude anything that can describe the
effort of  the candidate doing service
in their communities. 
- DEADLINE FOR ALL EN-

TRIES IS JANUARY 13 AT 12 MID-
NIGHT 
The Unknown Leaders Celebra-

tion will take place February 28 at the
new Madison County Senior Citizens
Conference Building, 1161 Harvey
Greene drive, Madison, FL 32341 at 6
p.m. 
For more information, email

madisonsoulfood.unknownleaders@g
mail.com or call Clifford E. Brown Jr.,
Director at (850) 673-2751.

North Florida Soul Food Festival
2013 Celebrates North Florida
Unknown Leaders Award 

Getting the blues every now and
again is quite normal, particularly if
there is an obvious reason for feeling
down. But if  sadness starts to take
over for no apparent reason, and is in-
terfering with your life or someone
you know, something needs to be done.
And much can be done to resolve mild
depression.   Increasing omega 3s (fish
oil) consumption while reducing con-
sumption of  vegetable oils (omega 6),
sugar and flour products and can help,
as can exercising regularly, and get-
ting to bed and turning out the lights
by 10:00 or 10:30pm. These interven-
tions aid in rebalancing hormone and
neurotransmitter levels over time.
Making the effort to go out and do
something fun with others can help a
lot.  Even putting a silly smile on one’s
face and assuming the posture of
someone that is on top of  the world
can actually change one’s mood,
as emotions and our physical body are
intimately related. 
For those of  us that have never ex-

perienced the horror of  severe depres-

sion, I don’t think we can even come
close to imagining how bad it is.  Here
is a description of  what living with de-
pression is like from someone who has
been there.  “When one is suffering
from moderate to severe depression, it
is very difficult to find the motivation
to do what is necessary help one-
self.”  If  I felt that bad, I would proba-
bly try anything to feel better. The
current belief  is that imbalances in
the neurotransmitters serotonin
and/or epinephrine play a role in de-
pression, and many of  the current
drugs given for depression work by
keeping serotonin around in the brain
a little bit longer.  The problem is that
frequently over time, the dosage of  SS-
RIs (selective serotonin re-uptake in-
hibitors) needs to be raised in order to
get the same effect.  The rather severe
side effect of  suicide is well known
with many of  these drugs, as well.
If  you are “down in the dumps”

and can not seem to get out of  it,
make an appointment with your doc-
tor.

Health & 
Wellness

Tips
from

Frank Nathan
Executive 
Director 

Lake Park of
Madison

DID YOU KNOW…….
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Tami Brown-Wilson,
Chairperson
850-673-6702/850-973-1537

The committee for
the Miss 20th of  May
Pageant 2013 is now
taking applications for
the 2013 Pageant. This
year’s theme is “Elo-
quent, Entertaining,
& Educated.” We are
seeking a Madison
County resident young
lady in grades 7 thru 12;
never married and never
having had a child to par-
ticipate in this annual
cultural event. The dele-
gates must behave in
school and in the commu-
nity in a manner befitting
the title of  Miss 20th of
May.

The cost of  sponsor-
ship is $25.00 for early reg-
istration, after January
28, 2013 regular registra-
tion fee $35.00. Registra-
tion ends March 4, 2013.
Ad books and tickets to
the Pageant and Seafood
Dinner will be sold to help
support the events and
the Madison County
Recreation Association.
The Pageant will be held
at the Madison County
Recreation Association
facility Thursday, May 16,
2013 at 7 pm. Details will
follow over the next
month. If  you would like
to apply or submit a can-

didate please contact Pageant
Chairperson, Tami Brown at

(850) 673-6702.
With the success of

last year’s Pageant we
would like to once
again invite the for-
mer Miss 20th of  May
Queens to participate.
We would also like to
invite anyone that
wants to be on the
Pageant committee to

contact us for more in-
formation on upcoming
meetings and fundrais-
ing events for the
Pageant. The 2013
Pageant committee
would like to thank you
in advance for your sup-
port.

Respectfully,
Tami Brown-Wilson
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2012 Queen Jessica
Clark Solomon-Spon-
sored by AKA, Nu Omega
Omega Chapter



The Florida A&M Univer-
sity (FAMU) family is deeply
saddened by the passing of
FAMU alumna Jacquelyn
Thomas Hartley, the wife of  Col.
(Ret) Brodes H. Hartley.

Jacquelyn Thomas Hart-
ley’s wake was held Friday, Dec.
21, 2012, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
Christ Fellowship Church locat-
ed at 8900 SW 168th St., Palmet-
to Bay, Fla 33157. Funeral
services will take place on Sat-
urday, Dec. 22 at 10 a.m. at
Christ Fellowship. The repast
will occur at Palmetto Bay Village Center located at 18001 Old
Cutler Road in Palmetto Bay, Fla.

Individuals can send their expressions of  sympathy to Col.
(Ret) Brodes H. Hartley Jr. and Family, 19338 SW 80th Court, Cut-
ler Bay, Fla. 33157.

A native of  Madison, Fla., Jacquelyn Thomas Hartley
earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing from FAMU in 1956.
She earned her master’s degree in maternal and child nursing
from the University of  Maryland, and her doctorate in educa-
tion administration from Florida State University. Her first job
was at the FAMU Hospital, where she excelled as a graduate
nurse. She was licensed on her first sitting on the Registered
Nursing Examination. Her scores were in the 19th percentile.

Hartley had a distinguished nursing career. Her profes-
sional experience included many years of  working for the Fed-
eral government and state of  Florida. Hartley served as an
associate professor at FAMU from 1982-1984. She had advanced
from faculty to chairperson to associate dean. She served twice
as acting dean during her tenure. She retired from Florida In-
ternational University as a special projects officer.

Her honors and awards included the following: Distin-
guished Fellow Award and the Gallery of  Distinction at FAMU,
one of  FAMU’s 125 Outstanding Alumni, The Black Employees
Arad at Florida International University, the Family Christian
Association of  America Inc., and the Black Achievers Award.
She was the first African-American president of  the District 5
Florida Nursing Association.

She was a member of  Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., The
Girlfriends and The Holidays.
She was also involved with the
Parent-Teacher Association for
her grandchildren from ele-
mentary school through high
school.

Hartley was very active in
her community. She volun-
teered at Community Health
Inc. of  South Florida in the Hu-
man Resources Department
and Family Medicine. She faith-
fully volunteered at Christ Fel-
lowship Church in the nursery,
on the health committee as well
as served as greeter on Sunday
mornings and prepared folders
for service. Her home often
served as a regular meeting
place for the South Miami-Dade
Chapter of  the FAMU National
Alumni Association.

She was a loyal FAMUan
who knew at a very early age
that she was destined to attend
FAMU, a place where her moth-
er, sisters and brothers attend-
ed. During her FAMU
Freshmen Orientation Week,
she met her future husband,
Col. Hartley. They married after
dating for four years and had
been married for 55 years. The
couple had two children, six
grandchildren and one great
grandchild.

She leaves to mourn her
passing a loving and devoted
husband Col. Brodes H. Hartley
II of  Palmetto Bay; two children
Cmndr. Brodes Hartley III, and
Jacquelyn Hartley White both
of  Miami;  six grandchildren
and one great grandchild. A lov-
ing sister Cheryl Thomas-Tate
of  Las Vegas, Nev., aunts, un-
cles, numerous friends, and ex-
tended family also survived her.
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Karen Leslie Mosier,
49, of  West Palm Beach,
died in an automobile ac-
cident on December 20,
2012.

She grew up in
Madison, and attended
Madison County High
School. She had many
friends in Madison and
was well loved by every-
one. 

She is survived by
two children, Shaun and
Deziray; her parents,
Kermit and June Mosier;
one brother, Howard;
and two sisters, Paula
and Michelle. 

Services were held
for her in Tamarac on
Saturday, December 29,
2012. 

Obituaries
Karen Leslie

Mosier

 BAILEY MONUMENT CO

 740252

The family of
Harry (Buddy)
Blount would like
o express grati-
tude for the many
acts of  kindness
during our loss
and time of  be-
reavement The
prayers, words of
encouragement,
food, flowers,
cards and memo-
rials continue to
be a source of
strength. Thank
you and God bless
each of  you.

Danny Blount &
Family
Kathy Norris &
Family
Carolyn Blount &
Family

From your children, Willie 
Weatherspoon, Theodore 

Weatherspoon, Vicki Peterson and
the late Anthony Peterson, Jimmy
and Lillian Weatherspoon III and

Taja Weatherspoon. 

Ephesians 5:25; Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the

church and gave himself  for it.

We, as your children, love, respect
and honor you in all things you
have done for us, and we want to

thank you. 

May Jesus Christ bless you this an-
niversary and for many more to

come. 

Happy 50th 
Anniversary

Jimmy and Evelyn Weatherspoon
January 9, 1963 - January 9, 2013

“Threads of  Love,” a
free clothes closet will be
open this Thursday, Jan.
10, at 4 p.m., at Lee First
Baptist Church. 

If  anyone is in need
or knows anyone in
need, please go to

“Threads of  Love” at Lee
First Baptist Church.

Lee First Baptist
Church is located at the
corner of  US Highway 90
and County Road 255 in
downtown Lee. 

Lee First Baptist Hosting Free
Clothes Closet This Thursday

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Sammy Glass Family will appear live in
concert at New Home Baptist Church on Saturday,
Jan. 12. 

The group will bring their special brand of
Southern gospel music to the stage. They are a
group that has appeared in Madison County a num-
ber of  times and are always a favorite. They are cur-
rently at number 11 on the Inspirational Country
Chart in Power Source Magazine with the song, “If
God Had a Facebook.” 

A chicken and rice dinner will be served at 6
p.m. and the sing will follow at 7 p.m. 

There is no charge for the sing or for the meal. A
love offering will be received. 

New Home Baptist Church is located south of
Madison in the New Home community at 1100 SW
Mosely Hall Road. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Sammy Glass Family
To Perform At 

New Home Baptist
Robert Brady “Bob Cur

Dog” Cade, Sr., 69, of  Madi-
son, left this earth for the
Kingdom of  Heaven on
Jan. 2, 2013, with family at
his bedside. 

Bob was born Aug. 12,
1943 in Lexington, Miss.,
and moved to Live Oak in
1956, where he graduated
in 1961 from Suwannee
High School. 

After receiving a de-
gree in education from
Delta State University in
Cleveland, Miss., he was a
teacher and coach in Mayo
and Wildwood. Later in his
career, he worked with the
State of  Mississippi and
the State of  Florida’s
prison systems in various
rehabilitation programs,
where he was able to posi-
tively affect many lives. 

His parents, Lois
Brady Cade and John Allen
Cade of  Live Oak, preceded
him in death. 

Survivors include his
son, Robert Brady Cade, Jr.;
his grandson, Robert Bryce
Cade; his former wife and
dear friend, Gwen Brown
Cade of  Perry; his sister,
Jamie Cade McKenzie
(Rod) of  Jacksonville; and a
niece and nephew, as well
as many cousins. 

The “Cur Dog” is what
Bob named himself  when
he turned his life over to
God, and under that nick-
name began a Christian
ministry that inspired
many people to overcome
and rise above the circum-
stances in their lives. “On
the line with guts and God”
was his motto as he spoke
and motivated many
groups, including A.A.,
football teams and students
throughout the south. Bob
was at his happiest when
he was giving pep talks and
walking the sidelines with
his Madison County High
School Cowboys football
team. 

He was a member of
Hopewell Baptist Church
in Madison, where there
will be a memorial service
and celebration of  his life
on Jan. 13, 2013, at 2 p.m.
with Rev. Preston Gainey
officiating. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be sent to his
church at 4730 SW County
Road 360, Madison, FL
32340.

Daniels Funeral Home
& Crematory, Inc., of  Live
Oak, (386) 362-4333, was in
charge of  arrangements. 

Robert Brady
“Bob Cur Dog”

Cade, Sr.

McKennah celebrated her second birthday
on Jan. 3. She is the daughter of  Kierystan John-
son, granddaughter of  Nicole Franklin, great
granddaughter of  Ponce and Lorata Frankin and
niece of  Nicholas Johnson and Kennedy Cobb.

We love you, McKennah!
Your family

Look Who’s Two

Jacquelyn Thomas Hartley

Florence Ruth Long,
age 84, died Sunday, Jan-
uary 5, 2013 at Lake Park
of  Madison.

Funeral services
will be at 10 a.m.,
Wednesday, January 9,
2013 at Beggs Funeral
Home Madison Chapel
with burial at San Pedro
Cemetery. Visitation was
Tuesday from 6-8 p.m. at
Beggs Funeral Home.

She was born in
Lockmoor, Mich, and
moved to Madison in
1978 coming from Ft.
Lauderdale. She was a
member of  New Home
Baptist Church. 

Two sisters, Mildred
Woodhouse and Marion
Switzer, and many
nieces and nephews sur-
vive her.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
James “Jim” Long.

Beggs Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrange-
ments. 850-973-2258.

Florence
Ruth Long

Ralph E. Williams,
80, passed away January
4, 2013 at his home in
Lee, Florida. Born Feb-
ruary 19, 1932 in Con-
nersville, Indiana, he
lived in Indiana until
1982 when he moved to
Lee.

Ralph was a farmer
and retired from the
Pennsylvania/Conrail
Railroad where he was a
conductor and brake-
man. He attended Lee
First Baptist Church. An
avid Harley Davidson
rider, he was a member
of  the North Florida
Road Riders.

Ralph is survived by
his wife of  35 years,
Erma; 3 children, Linda
(Jack) Bales of  Coaldale,
Col., Kevin (Beth)
Williams, of  Farmland,
Ind., Annette (Wayne)
Miller of  Winchester, IN;
3 step-children, Julie
(Tim) Brumley, of  Ft
Lauderdale, Lori (Don-
nie) Jackson of  Tallahas-
see, and Troy
Hershberger of  Muncie,
Ind.; 10 grandchildren;
15 great grandchildren;
sister, Juanita (Bill) Fra-
zier of  Connersville,
Ind.; step-brother, Don
Freland of  Hagerstown,
Ind.; and many nieces
and nephews. 

He was predeceased
by his parents, John R.
and Mary Jeanette
Williams, step-mother,
Mary Freland Williams,
brother Gerald R.
Williams, and grand-
daughter Breanna Bales.

Funeral services
will be held at Waskom
Capitol Hill Chapel in
Cambridge City, Indiana
on Thursday, January 10,
at 2 p.m. Online condo-
lences may be sent to
www.waskoms.com.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Big
Bend Hospice or Lee
First Baptist Church.

Ralph E.
Williams
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The County Seat Begins: 

Madison Kicks Off Year-Long
175th Anniversary Celebration

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The City of  Madison
began its 175th anniver-
sary celebration on Sun-
day afternoon, Jan. 6. 

The event featured
the Rural Area Theatre
Troupe (RATT) present-
ing a skit entitled “The
County Seat Begins.” 

Cindy Vees opened
the ceremony singing
“The Star Spangled Ban-
ner.” Ginger Jarvis led
those in attendance in
singing “De Camptown
Races” by Stephen Fos-
ter and the spiritual,
“Swing Lo, Sweet Chari-

ot.” 
Speakers for the day

included Tim Sanders,
who gave a brief  history
of  the city, and Madison
Mayor Jim Stanley, as
well as City Madison
Tim Bennett, who sits on
the Celebrating 175
Years Planning Commit-
tee. Other committee
members include Teenie
Cave, Octavious Tookes,
Myra Valentine, Cindy
Vees and Jessica Webb. 

RATT Pact cast
members include:
Cheryl Abercrombie,
Judie Baldwin, Riley
Browning, David Cal-

houn, Teagan Dunn,
Skyler Dunn, Tim Dunn,
Ted Ensminger, Carol
Gibson, Lilla Howerton,
Ginger Jarvis, Dawn
Renner, Harriett Ross,
Phillip Taylor, Sara Tay-
lor, Sandy Valladares,
Jessica Webb, Bob
Wieland and Karen
Wieland. 

The event was host-
ed by the City of  Madi-
son, the Madison County
Chamber of  Commerce
& Tourism, the Trea-
sures of  Madison Coun-
ty Museum and the
Madiosn County Minste-
rial Association.

Photos 
submitted
by 
Pat 
Lightcap



Madison County Health Department is
encouraging tobacco users to create a com-
prehensive quit plan with the help of  the
Florida Department of  Health’s (DOH) Bu-
reau of  Tobacco Free Florida’s resources:
The Florida Quitline, Web Coach or Area
Health Education Centers’ in-person ser-
vices.  A quit plan is the first step for a suc-
cessful quit attempt. For those who use
tobacco, the most important step to take for a
healthier and longer life is to quit. Tobacco
users who quit can double their chances at

success by using the state’s free and conve-
nient quit services.

“If  you are resolving to quit tobacco for
the New Year, there are resources available
to help you,” said State Surgeon General and
Secretary of  Health Dr. John Armstrong.
“Counseling and medication are very effec-
tive and greatly increase your chances of
quitting and staying tobacco free for good.” 

Tobacco Free Florida’s evidence-based
resources include consultation from a certi-
fied and trained Quit Coach as well as FDA-
approved nicotine replacement therapy
(NRT), when appropriate. This combined ap-
proach of  counseling and NRT can double or
triple a tobacco user’s chance of  quitting.1

Seven out of  10 adult smokers report that
they want to quit completely.2 Those who
have tried to quit but relapsed in the past
should try again because most former smok-
ers made several attempts before quitting
permanently.3

Quitting tobacco is hard, but it is not im-
possible. In fact, there are more former
smokers than current smokers in the state.4
However, not having a plan can make quit-
ting more difficult.

Tobacco Free Florida offers three
ways to quit:

CALL: Call the Florida Quitline at 1-877-
U-CAN-NOW to speak with a Quit Coach who
will help you assess your addiction and help
you create a personalized quit plan.

CLICK: Enroll in the Web Coach®, which
will help you create your own web-based quit
plan that’s right for you, visit
https://www.quitnow.net/florida. 

COME IN: Sign up for Quit Smoking Now
group classes at your local Area Health Edu-
cation Center (AHEC) by calling (850) 973-
5000 ext. 120 or join us for FREE classes
every Monday from 5:30 -7:30 at the Madison
County Health Department.

ABOUT TOBACCO FREE 
DOH’s Tobacco Free Florida campaign

is a statewide cessation and prevention
campaign funded by ’s tobacco settlement
fund.  

Tobacco users interested in quitting are
encouraged to use one of  the state’s three
ways to quit. To learn about Tobacco Free

Florida and the state’s free quit resources,
visit www.tobaccofree florida.com or follow
the campaign on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TobaccoFreeFlorida or Twitter at
www.twitter.com/tobaccofreefla. 

DOH works to protect, promote and im-
prove the health of  all people in  through in-
tegrated state, county and community
efforts.

###
1 Fiore MC, Jaen CR, Baker TB, et al.

Treating tobacco use and dependence: 2008
update. Clinical practice guideline. : US De-
partment of  Health and Human Services,
Public Health Service; 2008. Available at
http://www.surgeon general.gov/
tobacco/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf

2 Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Cigarette Smoking Among Adults—,
2000. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
2002;51(29):642–5 [accessed 2010 Jun 2].

3 DiClemente CC. Addiction and change:
how addictions develop and addicted people
recover. :  Press, 2003. 

4 Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC). Behavioral Risk Factor Sur-
veillance System Survey Data. , :
Department of  Health and Human Services,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
2010
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South Georgia Bridal Expo
Sponsored by:

Steel’s Jewelry
Executive Travel

Javon Longieliere
Photography

Stellar Photo Booth

January 12, 2013
10am - 3pm

James H. Rainwater
Conference Center

Over 60 bridal professionals, door prizes,
fashion show and grand prizes for the bride!

Tickets $7 at the door
For more information, call 834-5987 or visit
www.southgeorgiabridalexpo.com

779773

Will 2013 Be The Year You
Quit Tobacco For Good?

Resources Offered by the Florida Department of  Health’s Tobacco
Free Double Your Chances of  Quitting



Photo submitted 

Eunice Alexander, left, and Annie Holton, right,
of Madison, roast marsh-
mallows.
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 ■ 5pm – 7pm

Registration required.

*To register, visit www.sgmc.org/events or call 229.333.1074

Women who have had a Pap 
Smear within the past three 
years are not eligible.

FREE 
Cervical Cancer Screeningvical Cancer Screening

The 26th Annual Victorian Christmas took place for two enchanting nights
on Dec. 13-14 along the brick-paved streets in downtown Thomasville, Georgia.

A group of  senior citizens and staff  from the Senior Citizens Council of
Madison County piled in a van on Thursday night at 5 p.m. to tour through
Thomasville shops, watching colorful Victorian characters walk by, a re-enact-
ment of  Christ’s birth at a live Nativity, children throwing snow balls at Winter
Wonderland, live street entertainment and more.

People wore turn-of-the-century clothing while walking their dogs or sell-
ing seasonal delicacies such as divinity candy. One Boy Scout troop built a fire
and offered free marshmallows to roast on sticks in the middle of  the street.

The spirit of  Christmas echoed through the air with carolers, two snow an-
gels wearing sparkling white dresses and viewed by passersby through the win-
dows of  the Oak Tree Rug Company, as well as a Victorian Craft Village.

The seniors’ trip to Thomasville was sponsored by the Senior Citizens
Council of  Madison County, Inc., located at 1161 SW Harvey Greene Drive, just
off  State Road 14 South.

For more information on upcoming senior activities, call (850) 973-4241.

Seniors Experience A Victorian Christmas
Photo submitted 

A snow angel stands
on piles of rugs in the
window at Oak Tree Rug
Co. 

Photo submitted 

A wood mustache is the perfect disguise during Thomasville’s Victorian
Christmas. 

Photo submitted 

Children playing in Winter Wonderland throw
Georgia snowballs.

Photo submitted 

Victorian clothes were all the rage Dec. 13-14 in Thomasville.

Photo submitted 

Mildred McKellum, left, and Angie Cisco, OAA
Coordinator for the Madison County Senior Center,
enjoy their burgers on the way home. 



By Jerome Wyche
Local Community Organizer

If  you didn’t know that you were still in our rur-
al, but popular community, as you walked through
the western entryway of  the Central School’s Cafe-
teria on December 15, 2012, you could easily have
likened it to an upscale event in a large metropolitan
setting.  The Coalition consulted with Rene Alexan-
der of  Madison, Canopy Occasion Rentals and
Linens by Sharon McLin of  Monticello, to supple-
ment some of  the Coalition’s on-hand supplies that
literally transformed the location into a formal,
breathtaking environment.  The cafeteria transfor-
mation began at approximately 5:00 PM on Decem-
ber 14, 2012 and ending beyond midnight was well
worth the effort.  The vision of  Dr. Gregory J. Har-
ris, Executive Director of  Health Promotion Pro-
gram Initiatives and Chairperson Reverend Margie
Evans and other Coalition Prevention members
would finally be realized. The sole purpose of  the
“Black Tie” event was to recognize “Our Communi-
ty Stars” in a formal setting to say “Thank You” for
the donations of  their time, resources and efforts for
the successful “Back to School Explosion” in July
2012.”  

Michael Curtis, Madison Media, and his spouse
greeted the 41 attendees and their guests and with
the assistance of  Victory Evans, Lyric Davis and
Christopher Wyche, facilitated their seating at rich-
ly, organized tables, complete with silverware, color
coordinated linen tablecloths, napkins and
stemware.  The center platform, highlighted with
columns, plants and other accessories set the tone
and the environment for the event. Dr. Harris wel-
comed the attendees to the first “Black Tie Event”
sponsored by the Coalition, citing their participa-

tion as a beginning of  great possibilities for future
events.  He reiterated the impact of  the community’s
outpouring, and cited their personal involvement as
the “Back to School Explosion” served almost 1,700
students and parents. Cindy Vees, Executive Direc-
tor of  the Chamber of  Commerce, brought a wel-
come address from the Chamber.  

Following some brief  remarks, Jerome Wyche,
Local Community Organizer, announced the dinner
hour as the disc jockey provided an assortment of
mild to moderate jazz.  Catering by Deborah Smith,
served the attendees an impressive and tasteful of-
fering of  pork tender loin with pineapple glaze, spe-
cially seasoned baked chicken, rice pilaf, macaroni
and cheese, green beans, rolls and a diet busting
peach cobbler dessert.  Following the meal, Dr. Har-
ris, Executive Director, Bruce Smith, Program Coor-
dinator, Jerome Wyche of  Health Promotion
Program Initiatives and Cindy Vees, Executive Di-
rector, Chamber of  Commerce, presented the atten-
dees with certificates of  appreciation.  The
remainder of  the event was highlighted with danc-
ing, photography sessions, offered by Glenda
Branch of  Madison, friendly conversations, discus-
sions surrounding the success of  the event and
plans to host other future events in 2013. The Madi-
son County Prevention Coalition would like to
thank everyone for his or her dedicated efforts in
making possible its first “Black Tie Event.”  

Citizens, organizations and or businesses ex-
pressing a desire to partner with the Madison Pre-
vention Coalition are encouraged to contact Jerome
Wyche, Local Community Organizer.  “Madison
County is strengthened
when everyone works to-
gether.”  
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wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

WWee AArree HHeerree TToo EEaarrnn YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss
&&

KKeeeepp YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!

Madison County Prevention Coalition’s Black-Tie Event A Success

Photo submitted Photo submitted

Photo submitted

Photo submittedPhoto submitted
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

AUCTION

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

YARD
SALE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

HELP 
WANTED

Buy, Sell or
Trade In The 
Classifieds
Call 973-4141Call 973-4141

One Man’s
Junk 

Is Another
Man’s Treasure 

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Classifieds......
- - - LEGALS - - -
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To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA
PRESS 

SERVICES,
INC.

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED
PROGRAM
STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR 1/7/13 -

1/13/13

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Advertising Sales 
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team 
player, able to handle 

multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire 

office staff.  Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the 
office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s
newspaper office, located at

1695 South SR 53, 
in Madison.

8/29 - rtn, n/c

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 
lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 
manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

Chemistry Instructor
wanted at North Florida 
Community College. 
See www.nfcc.edu.

1/2, 1/9, 1/16, c

Lake Park of Madison 
Is seeking a dynamic nurse
liaison to enhance our 
marketing efforts and to
spread the word about the
services we provide. The
successful candidate will be
a nurse who understands

SNFs, third party 
reimbursement and can work
independently. Contact 

Human Resources to arrange
an Interview (850) 973-8277.
Send a resume to HR 259
SW Captain Brown Road,
Madison, FL 32340 or fax it

to (850) 973-4006. 
1/2, 1/9, 1/16, c

YARD SALE 
every Fri, Sat. and Sun.
2135 N.E. Old Blue Springs
Rd. Lee, Fl. 8:00 A.M. - 
Until. Clothes, bedroom 
furniture, Dinette set’s,
sewing machines, T.V.’s,
bedding, barbie doll 

collectables, books, truck
tool boxes, kitchen ware and
more. (850) 464-4315.

1/4, 1/9, pd

LIBRARY AIDE II
MADISON PUBLIC 

LIBRARY, MADISON, FL
Suwannee River Regional
Library is seeking applicants
for the full time position of
Library Aide II at the 

Madison Public Library in
Madison, FL.  Applicants are

encouraged to submit 
resumes, letters of reference,

or other biographical 
information with their 

applications.  Applications
may be obtained at the 
Madison, Lee, and

Greenville libraries or at the
Suwannee County 

Administrative Services 
Department, 224 Pine Ave.,
Live Oak, FL 32064; 

386-362-6869. This position
is open until filled. The
Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners is an

equal employment 
opportunity employer that
does not discriminate against
any qualified employee or
applicant because of race,
color, national origin, sex,
including pregnancy, age,
disability, or marital status.
Spanish speaking individuals
are encouraged to apply.

“Successful completion of a
drug test is a condition of

employment.”
1/9, c

Drivers:  All Miles PAID
(Loaded & Empty)!

Home on the weekends!
Running Class-A CDL

Flatbed. Lease to Own-No
Money Down.

CALL: 888-880-5916.
1/9, pd

Home for Rent
3 BD, 2 full bath with 
automatic garage door.

Wooden floor. 
184 SW Macon, Madison.

(954) 261-9747.
1/9, 1/16, pd

3 bedroom brobite home for
rent. Water furnished. 1/4
mile outside city limits.

(850) 464-7614.
1/9, pd

AUCTION SATURDAY
JANUARY 12 AT 5:00PM.
AUCTION HOUSE/
MADISON 1693 SW
MOSELEY HALL RD

(CR360) 850 973-1444. WE
WILL BE SELLING A

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF
ITEMS INCLUDING; 
BEDDING, SHEETS,
SMALL KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES, POTS,
PANS, POWER TOOLS,
GRILL, TALE SAWS, AIR
COMPRESSOR AND LOTS
OF OTHER ITEMS. SEE
US AT auctionzip.com  10%
BUYERS PREMIUM. MC,
VISA, DISCOVER, DEBIT
CARDS, CHECKS AND
CASH ACCEPTED. AU691
RON COX, AB2490.

1/9, pd

$AVON$ Earn up to 50%
only $10 for starter kit.
850-570-1499 for appt

www.youravon.com/tdavies
1/9 - 1/30, c

1/9, 1/16

Business Opportunities
START NOW! OPEN RED
HOT DOLLAR, DOLLAR

PLUS, MAILBOX, 
DISCOUNT PARTY, $10
CLOTHING STORE, TEEN
STORE, FITNESS CENTER

FROM $51,900 
WORLDWIDE!

WWW.DRSS20.COM
(800)518-3064.
For Sale

LEATHER LIVING ROOM
SET, NEW, never used--

$975. CHERRY BEDROOM
SET, Solid Wood, new in
factory boxes--$895. Orig.
price $6500 Can Deliver. Bill

(813)298-0221.
Health & Medical

Got Rheumatoid Arthritis?
Local doctors researching
study drug for rheumatoid
arthritis. Free study drug and

care and up to $1,200 
compensation. Please call:

(866)653-1703.
Help Wanted

Driver - Daily or Weekly
Pay. $0.01 increase per mile
after 6 months and 12
months. $0.03 Quarterly
Bonus. Requires 3 months

recent experience. 
(800)414-9569 

www.driveknight.com
Top Pay for Limited 

Experience! 34 cpm for 1
Mos OTR Exp Plus Benefits,

New Equip & 401K
(877)258-8782

www.ad-drivers.com
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Schneider National!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in
15 days! (888)368-1964.
Medical Supplies

CATHETERS just for
women individually 

pre-lubricated in discreet 
attractive containers and 
covered by Medicare and
most insurance. FREE 
SAMPLE if qualified.
(888)257-1031, 

www.catheasy.com
PRE-LUBRICATED

CATHETERS for men, Fast
& easy to use, less pain, less
discomfort. Covered by
Medicare and insurance.

FREE SAMPLE if qualified.
(888)280-9787

www.cathbest.com
Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS – 
Become an Aviation 

Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

866-314-3769.
NURSING CAREERS begin
here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if 

qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute 

Orlando. (877) 206-6559.
ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 800-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified – Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers - Class A Flatbed.
HOME EVERY WEEK-
END! Pay 37?/mi, Both
ways, FULL BENEFITS,

Requires 1 year OTR Flatbed
experience. (800)572-5489
x227, SunBelt Transport,

Jacksonville, FL.

27 rolls Gaucho Barb Wire
for $30 each. 

Forestry Chopper: 5x10 for
$3,000. 

Call (850) 971-5501 or 
(850) 464-0401 (cell). 

1/9, pd



By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Angela Yolanda Hodge is at it again! After the release of  her first book, Daybreak, she
has continued making huge strides in her field. Her most recent success was the publish-
ing of  her short story “A Wicked Twist of  Fate.” Hodge was also awarded second place in
the Tallahassee Author’s Network short story contest for “A Wicked Twist of  Fate.” “A
Wicked Twist of  Fate” was included in the anthology, The 21 Lives of  Lisette Donavan. The
anthology consists of  21 different writers telling the story of  the main character, Lisette
Donavan.

According to Hodge, “Lisette Donavan is
twenty-eight years old, college-educated, and
living in New York City. Saddled with a crimi-
nal background, she’s working as a maid
while pursuing the American Dream.”

“In Hodge’s short story “A Wicked Twist
of  Fate” she shares the twist, lies, and mis-
takes, Lisette has to face from her past. Will
Lisette pull herself  together and overcome
the deep dark secrets that held her
in bondage? How long will Lisette’s past in-
terfere with her American Dream.”  

When asked about the inspiration behind
“A Wicked Twist of  Fate,” Hodge said, “It
speaks about how when we as people do things
we need to make sure that our motives are in
the right place.” Hodge is currently working on
her second book in the Daybreak series. She is
hoping that it will be released by Summer 2013.

While Hodge is a very talented writer, she is not stopping
there. She recently began the Daybreak Community Out-
reach Programs for Children. The community outreach pro-
grams include Daybreak Creative Writing Workshop,
Daybreak Book Club for Kids (which are in three month ses-
sions), Scrapbooking with Daybreak and also a once a year
Daybreak Poetry Slam.  

Angela Hodge was born and raised in Madison. She is a
graduate of  North Florida Community College where she
studied Business and Early Childhood Education. She has
over 10 years of  teaching experience and is a member of
many organizations including:  Tallahassee Authors Net-
work, Beautiful Bless Sister Book Club, Madison County
Chamber of  Commerce and Tourism, National Association
of  Professional Women, Coffee with Sherly - Christian
Women’s Group, Infinite Possibilities for Women, INC, and
the Leon County Reading Council. 

The 21 Lives of  Lisette Donavan and Daybreak are both available for purchase on Ama-
zon. There are also copies of  Daybreak available at the Madison County Chamber of  Com-
merce.

For more information please contact Angela Hodge at angelayhodge@gmail.com or
visit her website www.angelayhodge.com. 
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY

www.morrells.com
Lake City SW Deputy J. Davis Lane   386.752.3910 or 800.597.3526

YOUR YOUR YOUR YOUR YOUR YOUR 
CHOICECHOICECHOICECHOICECHOICECHOICE

SOFA

CHOICECHOICE

$$$$$$410410410410410410410410410410410410 $$$$425425425425

$$105010501050105010501050$1050$$10501050$$$

$$$$1125112511251125$1125$$11251125$$$

$$$$475475475475

$$$$1050105010501050$1050$$10501050$$$

$$$$375375375375LOVESEAT

“If you haven’t been to Morrell’s lately, 

you owe it to yourself to come by!”

Table with 
4 Chairs

5 pc. Queen Bedroom Set

105010501050105010501050
Loft Bed

YOUR CHOICE

Table with 4 
Chairs & Bench

$$$$345345345345 $$$$475475475475345345
$$$$225225225225

475475
$$$$285285285285

$$$$279279279279 $$$$390390390390279279
$$135135135135$135$$135135$$$

390390
$$145145145145$145$145

Twin Bed Twin Bed

Chest Chest

Dresser & Mirror Dresser & Mirror

Nightstand Nightstand

Author Angela Y. Hodge Publishes New Work

Photo submitted 

Angela Yolanda Hodge recently
had her short story “A Wicked Twist of
Fate” published.  

Photo submitted 

“A Wicked Twist of
Fate” was included in the
anthology, The 21 Lives
of Lisette Donavan.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Everyone, young and old alike, is invited to a countywide fun day on Saturday,
Jan. 12, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m., sponsored by Pine Grove Missionary Baptist Church.
The event will be held at Wally and Vonnie Davis’ firing range, located at 5757 NE
Rocky Ford Road in Madison.

Everything is free.
There will be lunch for everyone and a number of  youth outreach events includ-

ing:
• Archery shooting
• A BB gun booth with shooting
• Clay bird shooting
• Pony rides by Ricky Lane from Quitman, Ga. 
A gospel sing will begin at 10 a.m. with the Circle Cross Band from Lake City;

Everlasting Arms from Madison; and more singers. 
Bring your lawn chairs and go enjoy a fun-filled day.
“Don’t forget. There is something for all ages – children, youth, parents and grand-

parents. God will bless!” said Timmy Dyke, pastor of  Pine Grove Missionary Baptist
Church. 

Countywide
Family Fun 

Day Set 
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Friendship is a
topic that the Bible
speaks of  often. A true
friendship is one that,
similar to love, lights a
fire in your soul. If  you
have found one true
friend in your lifetime,
then you have achieved
greatness. Friends are
the backbone of  a per-
son. They give them
strength and encour-
agement, similar to
what God gives His fol-
lowers. 

A true and
meaningful friendship
is one that, no matter
the storm it faces, will
survive. A true friend
pushes you to better
who you are, they will
not bring you down. A
true friend pushes you
closer to God, instead
of  farther away. 

“A man of  many
companions may come
to ruin, but there is a
friend who sticks closer
than a brother,”
Proverbs 18:24.

This Bible verse
explains that, while
many “friends” may
leave when the road
gets rough, there is one
true friend who will be
there no matter what.
Christ is another true
friend that will never
let us down. No matter
what storm we face, He
is there to pick us up
again.

“This is My com-
mandment, that you
love one another as I
have loved you. Greater
love has no one than
this, than to lay down

one’s life for his friends.
You are My friends if
you do whatever I com-
mand you. No longer do
I call you servants, for a
servant does not know
what his master is
doing; but I have called
you friends, for all
things that I heard from
My Father I have made
known to you,” John
15:12-15.

Loving one another
as God loves you is a
difficult task. People
will hurt you and let
you down. That is life.

However, God tells
us that loving one
another is one of  His
greatest expectations of
us. We are quick to
judge others, however,
we expect others to not
pass judgment on us.
This is not what God
wants us to do. God
wants us all to love and
support one another. 

“Faithful are the
wounds of  a friend; but
the kisses of  an enemy
are deceitful,” Proverbs
27:6. 

People can be hurt-
ful and cruel.
Sometimes, God places

people like that into
our path, not to harm
us but to teach us les-
sons. As we grow up,
we meet people who
make an impression on
our lives. The impres-
sion can be either posi-
tive or negative.
However, whatever the
impression may be, it
will be remembered.
God places cruel people
into our lives, so that
we may appreciate our
true friends more. 

“The most I can do
for my friend is simply
to be his friend. I have
no wealth to bestow on
him. If  he knows that I
am happy in loving
him, he will want no
other reward. Is not
friendship divine in
this?” - Henry David
Thoreau.

Friendship is a gift
that we should thank
God for every day. We
should thank Him for
His friendship to us, as
well as His friendship
blessed to us by others.
True friends are truly a
gift from God, one that
we should be thankful
for each and every day. 
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Bible Verses 
On Friendship



“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.” James 4: 7

Have you ever sat through one of  those class-
es where the teacher would lecture and, when it
was over, you would realize “I just don’t get it?”  

One joy that comes with Christianity is that
God places simple rules of  instruction for us to
follow.  One example is the plan of  salvation.
Simple!  We don’t need super computers to figure

it out.  Just follow God’s simple instructions!  
Here is God’s simple plan for Christian living:

First submit yourselves to God.  Do you know that
God has a wonderful plan for your life!  But how
do you find it?  I strongly recommend that if  you
do not Gods will three things can help.  First read
your Bible!  

Second, have a daily prayer time and finally
associate yourself  with Godly individuals.
Another part of  God’s simple plan for success is to
resist the devil.  Jesus did it by quoting scripture
during the time of  temptation.  So memorizing
scripture is one key.  Why not learn one verse a
day or every two days.  Start with today’s text.
Another method, I have found useful is to pray for
an individual who might be a source of  tempta-
tion.  When you pray for someone, it is hard to
have improper feelings toward him or her.  

Resisting the devil is a key to success in our
Christian walk.  God called us to be unique, not
like the world.  So, when temptation comes resist
through prayer and the scriptures and the devil
will flee.  It is God’s promise.  

May God richly bless your day!
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The 
Pulpit

Rev. Delbert Redditt, Pastor
Faith Baptist Church

Resist The Devil



Do you know the three most frightening words
in the English language? “Some assembly
required.” You order something online; a toy or a
bicycle for your children. Or you go to a big box
store to get a grill or piece of  patio furniture. 

When UPS brings it to your door or you find
the item you’re looking for in the store, it’s not
ready to go like you saw in the online catalog or
the advertisement in Sunday’s paper. “Some
assembly required,” the tag on the box says. 

So, you lug this box the size of  a queen-sized
mattress out to the garage and open it. There are
buckets of  screws, connectors, rods and unidenti-
fiable small pieces of  plastic that you will never
use no matter what the directions say. And for the

next six weeks you attempt to put this thing
together. 

The worst case for me was construction of  the
dreaded children’s play set. When I was growing
up our swing sets were just tubes of  lightweight
aluminum. If  you were swinging too high the
front side of  the entire swing set would rise off
the ground a solid foot. Now, we have these play
sets made of  concrete-anchored-treated-timbers,
and screws the length of  baseball bats. Assembly
requires a civil engineer and a degree from MIT. 

When I bought one of  these behemoths for my
children I was in the back yard with a slide rule
and a skill saw for the entire summer. And I lost
all credibility with my neighbors. There was no
way they were going to that pastor’s church, not
with the raging four-letter obscenities flying out
of  my mouth. When we moved, to my children’s
chagrin, I left the play set there; not so much as a
gift to the family that bought our house. No way
was I going to disassemble it and attempt to put it
back together. Once was more than enough. 

Some assembly required: This is true of  the
products you buy, your relationships, the children
you are raising, and the person you are becoming.
We are all works in progress, even as this relates

to our faith. The Apostle Paul said: “Continue to
work out your salvation.” We have been given this
wonderful gift of  grace, salvation and grace. We
have come to understand God’s love and have
answered a call to a life of  faith. This gift is like
getting a bicycle in a box or a swing set bound by
straps and smothered in Styrofoam peanuts. It’s
like possessing a new piece of  patio furniture but
it’s in a dozen pieces, the materials scattered
across the yard.

You’ve got to work it out. You’ve got to put it
all together. You can’t ride the bike if  it stays in
the box. You can’t play on the swing set if  it
remains disassembled. You can’t enjoy your fur-
niture if  you don’t connect the pieces. And faith
will not be what it is intended to be – what God
wants it to be in your life – if  you don’t work it
out, if  you don’t open the box and put it together.
Maybe faith has become such a burden for some of
us because we’re lugging around on our backs the
box full of  assorted spiritual materials rather
than putting it all together. 

So much informs and shapes our spirituality:
The reading of  Scripture, prayer and fasting,
meditation and retreat, good works done in the
name of  Christ,    ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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Some Assembly Required



“…Where the Spirit
of  the Lord is,
there is liberty.” – 2nd
Corinth 3:17

The youth depart-
ment of  Grace Temple
Outreach Ministries,
Inc. under the leader-
ship of  overseer
Apostle Michael A.
Henderson would like
to invite you to fellow-
ship with The
Remnant Youth
Ministry, Reverend
Marcus Hawkins, and
the Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church family
on Saturday, January
19, 2013 at 7 p.m. dur-
ing The Remnant’s
Christ Encounter.

As we gather
together, it is our desire
to provide an atmos-
phere that releases the
glory of  God enabling
those who attend to
encounter the Power
and Freedom of  Jesus
Christ. It is our mis-
sion to empower those
who attend to become a
standard that WITH-
STANDS the unhealthy
lifestyles and stereo-

types of  the day by dis-
covering their God
given IDENTITY! We
would like you and
your ministry to share
in this dynamic cele-
bration as we stir up a
spirit of  faith in those
who attend to rise up
and awaken to life in
Christ!  

We will convene at
Shiloh M.B.C. located at
221 SW M L King Jr. Dr.
in Madison. This serv-
ice will consist of  radi-
cal prayer, inspiring
praise and worship,
expressions of  talent

and the life changing
word of  God from
Pastor Jeremy Johnson,
Youth Pastor of  The
Remnant Youth
Ministry.  Light refresh-
ments will be provided
after the service.

For more informa-
tion and if  you have
questions regarding
this service, please con-
tact Brianna Johnson
at (850) 971-5488 or
Angela Mathis at (850)
973-6846. Alternatively,
you may send an email
to GTRemnant@
Live.com. 
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B
service of  the poor, worship, periods of  contemplation and reflection, times
of  doubt and frustration. These all come together to make us who we are.
Somehow these things become transformational in our lives. Somehow
these pieces fit together to form something useful, something valuable,
something that looks a lot like faith.

So pop the bands off  the box that’s waiting for you in the garage. Put on
your work gloves and break out the tool chest. Call your neighbor to lend a
hand. Before you know it, all the pieces might just fall into place.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can read more and receive regular e-columns in
your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Shiloh M.B. Church
Hosting Youth Revival
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Faith is defined as “Confident belief  in the
truth, value, or trustworthiness of  a person, idea,
or thing.” God is someone that we should put all of
our faith into. His love is everlasting and His
promises on our life are true. We should never
doubt His power. We should be eternally faithful
to Him. 

“Now faith is the assurance of  things hoped for,
the conviction of  things not seen. For by it the peo-
ple of  old received their commendation. By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the
word of  God, so that what is seen was not made out
of  things that are visible. By faith Abel offered to
God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God com-
mending him by accepting his gifts. And through
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith
Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death,
and he was not found, because God had taken him.
Now before he was taken he was commended as
having pleased God. ...” Hebrews 11:1-4.

God describes what faith should be in the pas-
sage above. Faith is the eternal commitment to
something. Christ should be our eternal commit-
ment. 

“May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of  the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope,” Romans 15:13.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you,” Jeremiah 29:11-12

“For what was glorious has no glory now in
comparison with the surpassing glory. And if  what
was fading away came with glory, how much
greater is the glory of  that which lasts! Therefore,
since we have such a hope, we are very bold,” 2
Corinthians 3:10-12.

God will never let us down. He will always
answer our prayers. Sometimes, the answer might
be no, but He will always answer. Never doubt
God’s power in your life, His plan is far greater
than any plan that you might have. 

“At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of  passions and
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated
and hating one another. But when the kindness and
love of  God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of  righteous things we had done, but
because of  his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of  rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justi-
fied by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of  eternal life,” Titus 3:3-7.

“But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD
whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree
planted by the water that sends out its roots by the
stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves
are always green. It has no worries in a year of
drought and never fails to bear fruit,” Jeremiah
17:7-8.

God is our solid rock. He is unmovable and all-
powerful. As a Christian, you have promised to
remain faithful to Christ and to never stray. In
return, Christ has made a promise to you, to never
turn away from you. 

“Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of  the glory of
God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our suffer-
ings, because we know that suffering produces per-
severance; perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because
God has poured out his love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us,” Romans 5:1-5.

What The Bible Tells Us About Faith
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Rev. Timmy Dyke,
pastor of  Pine Grove
Missionary Baptist
Church, is looking for
12-15 people to be on a
mission team, going to
St. Vincent in the
Caribbean. 

The mission team
will do a backyard
Bible club, host a
revival and hold a com-
munity day type event. 

The team would
leave the United States
on July 8 and return on
July 15. 

“All team members
need to be willing to
share their testimony
and be actively
involved,” Dyke said. 

The cost for the
team will be around
$1,700 per person. 

For more informa-
tion, please call Dyke
at (850) 464-8107.

Mission
Team

Sought For
Trip To St.

Vincent

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Lee Worship Center will host a potluck supper
and gospel sing on Saturday evening, Jan. 12, at 6 p.m. 

Marylou Lasseter will also be honored with a 75th
birthday party. Those who can are asked to bring a
covered dish

The meal will begin at 6 p.m. and the sing will
immediately follow. 

Lee Worship Center is located at 471 SE Magnolia
Drive in Lee.

For more information, please contact Brenda
McCormick at (850) 869-9976. 

Lee Worship Center
Hosting Potluck Supper

And Gospel Sing

Photos and text submitted by Pat Lightcap

On the evening of Thursday, December 20, 2012, members of the Madison
Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints had planned a spe-
cial community event with a live nativity scene on the front lawn of the
Church on West U.S. 90 in Madison.! A tornado watch, severe thunderstorm
warning, high winds and rain called for a change.!  Out of an abundance of
caution for the safety of visitors and members the event was moved indoors.
In addition to honoring the birth of Jesus Christ all present were treated to
three short videos, light refreshments and a tour of Church facilities.!

WEATHER MOVES
NATIVITY INDOORS
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The Pastor, Reverend Oliver Bradley and
Genesis Missionary Baptist Church Family
would like to invite everyone to join us Saturday,
January 12, 2013 at 6:00 pm for our 1st Choirs on
Parade and Sunday, January 13, 2013 at 3:00 pm for
the celebration of  the Church’s Fourth
Anniversary. Our theme is, “Celebrating,
Visioning, Serving & Praising,” as we are contin-
uing to lean on our Heavenly Father for His guid-
ance. The speaker will be the Reverend George
Williams & the Mt. Olive Church Family of  Perry,
Florida. Dinner will be served.

GENESIS M.B.
CHURCH TO
CELEBRATE

FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison First Baptist Church will be offer-
ing Madison residents a chance to learn about
financial saving and proper money manage-
ment. The church will be hosting Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University classes
beginning in the month of  January. The course
takes nine weeks to complete and will offer
attendees a chance to learn to manage their
money properly.

The classes will be held on Thursday
evenings from 5:30-7 p.m. There will be a free

preview on January 17. This course will offer
information on paying off  debt, bulting sav-
ings, investing in college and retirement, as
well as giving to God’s Kingdom’s work. 

The course will cost $95, which includes all
of  the course materials as well as the ability to
retake the course at any time in the future if
you need a “refresher.” 

If  you are interested in being a part of  this
class, please sign up at the Madison First
Baptist church office. Childcare will be provid-
ed. For more information on the course, please
visit www.daveramset.com/fpu. 

Madison First Baptist Offering
Financial Peace University
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By Rusty Wright
Could receiving a

healthy dose of  kind-
ness and mercy help
transform a person’s
life?

Victor Hugo
thought so.  The 19th
Century French social
reformer wove his clas-
sic novel Les
Misérables around the
theme of  grace trump-
ing legalism.  A new
film based on the suc-
cessful musical opens
Christmas Day across
the US and Canada,
soon in many other
nations.

Until recently, I was
one of  the few in the
western world unfamil-
iar with this powerful
saga, somehow having
missed it through for-
mal education and
beyond.  I now under-
stand why it continues
to attract audiences 150

years after it was writ-
ten.

Kindness and
Mercy Shine

Spoiler alert for Les
Mis novices: this arti-
cle encapsulates the
essential story.  But
understanding the plot
and characters can
help you appreciate the
film. 

A kindly bishop
provides dinner and
lodging for paroled con-
vict Jean Valjean
(Hugh Jackman).  In
return, while the priest
sleeps, Valjean steals
his silver. 

The next day,
approached by consta-
bles who’ve apprehend-
ed Valjean, the bishop
tells them that the sil-
ver was a gift.  He then
privately counsels
Valjean to see this as
part of  God’s plan for
him and to use the sil-

ver to become honest.
The priest’s heart-
warming mercy evokes
a biblical admonition:
“Be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, just as
God through Christ has
forgiven you.” 

Rescuing the
Needy

The bishop’s benev-
olence cascades
through time.  Actor
Jackman notes:
“Valjean is the recipi-
ent of  one of  the most
beautiful and touching
moments of  grace from
the bishop….  He
decides to mend his
ways and dedicate his
life and his soul to God
and to being of  service
to the community.  He
is constantly striving to
be a better person, to
live up to what he
thinks God wants from
him.”

Using an alias,
Valjean becomes a gen-
erous factory owner
whose grateful towns-
people elect him
mayor.  He inspires us
by rescuing the needy.

Valjean rescues
Fantine (Anne
Hathaway), an ailing
single mother turned
prostitute to support
her daughter, Cosette.
Before Fantine dies,
Valjean promises to
care for Cosette.

Freeing the
Innocent

When an innocent
man nearly is convicted
of  being parole-violator
Jean Valjean, the real

Valjean agonizes:
Should he retain his
comfortable anonymity
or reveal his true iden-
tity and risk prosecu-
tion?  He comes clean,
thereby rescuing the
wrongly charged.
Valjean’s altruism is
stirring.  He credits
God with giving him
hope and strength for
life’s challenges.

True to his prom-
ise, Valjean rescues the
now-orphaned Cosette
from cruel foster par-
ents, raising her as his
own daughter.  As a
young woman, Cosette
(Amanda Seyfried)
becomes enamored of

Marius (Eddie
Redmayne), a youthful
revolutionary in the
1832 anti-governmental
French student upris-
ing. 

Driven by love for
Cosette, Valjean res-
cues Marius from death
during a harrowing
excursion through the
Paris sewers.

Most Gripping
Rescue

Perhaps Valjean’s
most gripping rescue
involves Inspector
Javert (Russell Crowe),
a policeman dedicated
to the law and obsessed
with tracking and
bringing Valjean to jus-

tice.  Remember The
Fugitive?  Think
Tommy Lee Jones’
relentless US Marshall
character on steroids.   

When students dis-
cover Javert has infil-
trated their rebellion,
Valjean volunteers as
executioner, then sur-
reptitiously releases
Javert, who is stunned.
Mercy has no place in
his law, and he cannot
fathom Valjean’s com-
passion. 

When Javert later
reciprocates, releasing
Valjean, the inner tur-
moil is more than
Javert    ...Story cont.
on Page 11B...
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can bear; he kills himself.  In Victor Hugo’s world,
mercy indeed trumps legalism (unhealthy devo-
tion to or emphasis on law), a lesson Valjean
exemplifies but which evades poor Javert.

Tempering Justice with Mercy
Of  course, any properly functioning society

needs justice.  Knowing when to temper it with
mercy can be a challenge for societies and indi-
viduals.  The proper balance helps make civiliza-
tions civilized.  Which world would you rather
inhabit: one tilting toward Valjean’s mercy or
Javert’s legalism?

Les Misérables touches other important
themes:  romance, unrequited love, care for
orphans and the poor, even prison reform.  Bring
a handkerchief, and someone you love.

Rated PG-13 for “Suggestive and Sexual
Material, Violence and Thematic Elements.”

Rusty Wright is an author and lecturer
who has spoken on six continents.  He holds
Bachelor of  Science (psychology) and Master
of  Theology degrees from Duke and Oxford
universities, respectively. www.Rusty
Wright.com

Les Miserables
Cont. from Page 9B
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