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Traffic was backed up as a pickup truck struck a power line at
the corner of  US 90 and SE Brown Road on Friday, Dec. 14.

According to a Florida Highway Patrol report, Douglas Doty,
47, of  Madison, was eastbound on US 90 in the left lane. He went
off  the south side of  the road and struck a utility pole with the
front of  his 1981 GMC pickup truck.

The Madison County Sheriff ’s Office responded to the scene.
Progress Energy also responded to the scene and repaired the
pole. 

One lane was closed for about five hours while the pole was be-
ing repaired. 

Douglas Doty suffered minor injuries in the mishap and his
passenger, David Doty, was transported to Madison County Memo-
rial Hospital where he was treated for serious injuries. 

Pickup Strikes
Power Pole

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photos by Emerald Greene, December 14, 2012

There will be a spe-
cial Christmas service
this Sunday, Dec. 23, at
10:30 a.m. at Lee Worship
Center.

There will be special
Christmas music and
singing, Special minis-
ters will be Rev. & Mrs.
Nick Cothran and family
from Perry. 

The church is asking
each family to bring two
boy gifts, ages two and
three, for a family that
had their home burglar-
ized and all of  the toys
were stolen. They also
had part of  their clothes
stolen, a television and
DVD player, as well as
other items, stolen. For
more information or to
donate to this family,
please call (850) 869-9976

Lee Worship Center
Church is located at 471
S.E. Magnolia Drive in
Lee. Please call (850) 971-
5826 or (850) 869-9976 for
more information. 

How About A Gift
Subscription To
The Newspapers
For Christmas?

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Looking for that last minute Christmas gift
or stocking stuffer? Here’s a suggestion for you:
a gift subscription to The Madison County Car-
rier and The Madison Enterprise-Recorder.

For the low cost of  $35 for in-county and $45
for out-of-county, you can bring the joy of  home-
town news to your friends, even those across the
world. For an additional $5, you can purchase a
subscription to the e-edition of  the newspaper,
or for the very inexpensive
rate of  $25, you can gift a sub-
scription to the e-edition
or buy one for yourself
and get the newspapers
online even before
they hit the streets.

You can sub-
scribe by stopping
by our office at 1695
S. Highway 53, by going
to www.greenepublishing.com and
hitting the subscribe link on the
right hand side of  the page, or you
may mail us at Greene Publish-
ing, Inc., P.O. Drawer 772,
Madison, FL 32059. You may
also phone in a credit card
number to (850) 973-4141.

Merry Christmas, 
Everyone!

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Postal customers in Lee had a questionnaire in
their box from the United States Postal Service on
Monday. 

The Postal Service is trying to close down the Lee
Post Office. Postal customers need to carefully read
and fill out the questionnaire. Option number one will
keep the post office as it is now.

If  another option is chosen, people will have to dri-
ve to either Jennings or Live Oak to pick up packages
that are undeliverable when they are not at home. 

Questionnaires are due by January 1, 2013.
Postage is free for the survey. A meeting will be held on
January 15, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. at Lee City Hall to an-
nounce the results. 

At least 60 percent of  the votes from the survey
will be needed to keep the Lee Post Office Open. 

The people of  Lee are asked to show their commu-
nity spirit and keep the post office open. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A resolution honoring Clay Sapp as the Nation-
al FFA president will be presented at the Wednesday,
Dec. 19, meeting of  the Madison County Commis-
sion. 

Sapp was elected earlier this year at the nation-
al convention of  the organization, which represents
Future Farmers of  America. Clay is the son of  Ed
and Gina Sapp. 

Also on the agenda is a 4 p.m. public hearing for
an enactment of  a flood plain management ordi-
nance to include building code requirements. 

Walt Woodard from Cell Tower Solutions will be
on hand to discuss his services. 

Jarrett Jarvis, of  Probation & Parole, will be on
hand to discuss a work site agreement between the
Department of  Corrections and a public service
agency. 

There will also be a discussion regarding re-
placement of  carpet in the Courthouse Annex. 

Please see FFA President, Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

An Open Arms min-
istry meal will be held
during the Christmas
season on Wednesday,
Dec. 19, from noon-2 p.m. 

A Christmas movie
will be shown during the
meal for entertainment. 

For more informa-
tion, please call Chad
McCormick at (850) 929-
7561 or email him at ope-
narmsfumc@yahoo.com. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A Madison man miraculously es-
caped a rollover uninjured on Friday
night, Dec. 14. 

According to a Florida Highway
Patrol report, William E. Pickles, 21, of
Madison, was traveling west on County
Road 360, east of  State Road 14, in the
westbound lane. Pickles traveled north-
west off  the roadway and struck a cul-
vert with the front of  his 2004 Chevy
pickup. 

The pickup continued traveling

northwest and overturned before com-
ing to a final rest, facing south in the
north ditch on its roof.

A witness said that the truck was
weaving from the north shoulder to the
south shoulder prior to the accident. 

The Madison County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, Madison Fire and Rescue and
Madison County EMS assisted at the
scene. 

Pickles was charged in the acci-
dent. 

FHP Trooper Chuck Swindle was
the investigating officer. 

Lee Post Office
Could Close

Lee Community Asked to
Rally to Stop Shutdown

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

At least two local women have had
their purses stolen at the Walmart
Store in Valdosta within the last two
weeks.  

One lady was pushing a cart along
the aisle when a woman and two chil-
dren bumped into her.  At the time, the
lady was worried that she might have
hurt someone and was more con-
cerned with seeing
that everyone
was okay;
it was only
when she
went to the
checkout
line soon
afterward
that she
r e a l i z e d
her purse
was miss-
ing.

Another lady had
her purse stolen right at
the cash register as she
was checking out.

A member of  the
Madison Woman's
Club made the an-
nouncement at
the Dec. 13
Woman's Club
meeting to let
everyone know to be on guard while
out shopping; in particular, to be wary
of  what might be a team effort by a
woman and two children targeting
Christmas shoppers in a “bump-and-
grab” operation.  

Both the victims were faced with

having to cancel credit cards, change
locks and replace driver's licenses, So-
cial Security cards and other forms of
identification.  At least one of  the
ladies was temporarily stranded in
Valdosta because her car keys were in
her purse.

With the holi-
days approach-
ing and purse
snatchers on
the prowl, here
are some tips
for avoiding be-
ing robbed:

Don't carry
a purse at all if

you can avoid it.
Take only the cash
and credit cards you
know you will need,
in a wallet tucked
into an inside coat
or jacket pocket.
If  you don't have

pockets, shorten your
purse strap so you can
hold it tightly between
your body and upper
arm, or use a “fanny
pack” hidden out of
sight under a jacket or
sweater.

Be aware of  peo-
ple around you.  When
people pass you, look

them directly in the eye, smile if  you
like, and don't look away as you pass.
Potential thieves who think you might
be able recognize them later might
just keep walking right on past you.

When approaching the end of  an 
Please see Crime Alert, Page 3A
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Chuck Cody, ‘uh descendant of
William Cody, Wild Chuck Hickok we
call ‘eem, rode his motorcycle in the
Christmas Toy Ride parade in south
Georgia Saturdee’. Each biker brings
‘uh toy fer’ ‘uh needy young’n. The
sponsors try ta’ register all the riders.
They got around 3500 registered.
Chuck said by the time the start’n lot
was half  full the lines was too long ta’
wait on, so most of  the rest didn’t reg-
ister. He said there was closer to 5000
riders. The ride is 10 miles long,’n it’s
done every year. Folks and their little
ones line the road the whole way.
Chuck bought ‘uh bunch of  candy ta’
chunk. Candy has always been chun-
ked to ‘um. This year the sponsors
asked the riders not ta’ chunk candy
cause they was concerned ‘uh young’n
might run out in traffic ta’ fetch it. So
Chuck saved his ‘till the end of  the
ride, then passed it out.

They had several big trucks ‘n
trailers at the end point ta’ haul all the
toys. Chuck said you meet all kinds of

bikers. Mostly commonly good folks.
‘Course you have some bad ones to.
But, there’s somethin’ about the
Christmas season that makes even the
worst want ta’ do some’m good.

Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
( Cracker fer’ short )
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Seventy Years Ago

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

Today, 70 years ago
on the other side of  the
world, the final stages of
a great battle were tak-
ing place that would cul-
minate a reversal of
fortunes in World War II.
At Stalingrad, on the
banks of  the great Volga
River under brutal win-
ter conditions, the Ger-
man 6th Army was
under siege by the Red
Army and slowly wast-
ing away.  Within two
weeks, the Germans
would capitulate.  

The road to Stalin-
grad began six months
earlier under much dif-
ferent conditions.  In the
middle of  the mighty Pa-
cific Ocean, the navies of
Japan and America met
near an obscure island
group known as Midway.
The ships of  these two
great fleets would not
meet; instead, the battle
would be waged by air-
craft flying from carri-
ers.  Before the day of
June 4, 1942 was com-
plete, four Japanese air-
craft carriers would sink
below the ocean waters.
Six months earlier, they
represented two-thirds
of  striking power that
resulted in so much de-
struction at Pearl Har-
bor.  Now they were gone
to a watery grave as
were the planes and
most experienced avia-
tors in the Imperial
Navy.  Midway was a
stunning reversal and
changed the Pacific War
from defense to offense.

Two months later,
Marines landed at
Guadalcanal to claim
and defend an airfield.
This campaign would
stretch on for six months
into 1943 and include
huge land, air and sea
battles.  In the end, the
Japanese ambitions to
sever the sea lanes of
communication that
connected America to
Australia were defeated.
The Battle of  Guadal-
canal would represent

the high water mark in
Japan’s quest for Pacific
domination.

The next month of
September, the Battle of
the Atlantic would reach
its’ peak and recede as
Britain and America be-
gan to solve the long
standing problem of  U-
boat raids on resupply
convoys.  German sub-
marines had previously
decimated the ship-
ments of  war goods
across the North At-
lantic to resupply our al-
lies Britain and Russia.
Now we were on top of
the problem, turning the
hunters into the hunted.
As a result, the war
goods from the “arsenal
of  democracy” would
reach the battlefields of
Europe to seal the defeat
of  the Axis.  The Ger-
mans were not defeated
on the battlefield so
much as they were over-
whelmed by American
war production.

That same month in
North Africa, not far
from Cairo, the British
8th Army would stop the
charge of  Erwin Rom-
mel’s vaunted Afrika
Corps at a place called el
Alamein.  The German
strategy to march across
Egypt to the oil fields of
the Persian Gulf  was
thwarted.  Rommel be-
gan to retreat westward
toward Tunisia.

In early November,
the British and Ameri-
cans landed at three
ports in Northwest
Africa.  Operation Torch
sandwiched Rommel be-
tween the advancing
British from the east and
the Americans from the
west.  This represented
the entry of  the Ameri-
can Army into the war
against Germany.

A few weeks later
and thousands of  miles
away, Paulus’ 6th Army
was surrounded at Stal-
ingrad.  Efforts to resup-
ply by air and relieve
from the south failed.

The noose tightened on
the beleaguered German
army, up to that time,
thought to be invincible.
They weren’t.  In early
January, Paulus surren-
dered, his command de-
stroyed.

In every theater on
every front, the Axis was
defeated in a remarkably
short six months of  war-
fare.  The tide had
turned.  Harsh fighting
lay ahead with millions
of  casualties, but the
fate was sealed.  The ear-
ly victories of  Germany
and Japan were now his-
tory and turned to de-
feat.  In less than three
years, unconditional
surrender would result.

Footnote 1: Two
years later on this date
in 1944, the Battle of  the
Bulge was in its opening
phase in Belgium and
Luxembourg.  At a place
called Elsenborn Ridge,
Major General Walter
Robertson gathered his
Second Infantry Divi-
sion with survivors of
two shattered divisions
to defend the high
ground and cut the Ger-
man lines of  communi-
cation across the
Ardennes Forest.  It was
a masterful defense and
turned the tide of  the
most desperate battle in
the history of  the Amer-
ican Army.  More than a
million soldiers clashed
that bitter December in-
cluding our own James
Carroll Agner.

Footnote 2: 175 years
ago in London, Charles
Dickens published A
Christmas Carol.  Few
literary stories have had
the impact of  this tale of
the troubles and redemp-
tion of  Ebenezer
Scrooge. “God bless us,
everyone.”         

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist

Letter To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma

for comma, as sent to this newspaper.

CRACKER SEZ
TOY RIDE

The spirit of  Christmas was al-
ready in the air, long before the pa-
rade began, before the 30 plus
Christmas trees donated by Madison
Community bank were lit, as well as
the Four Freedoms Park lights were
turned on. Project chairperson Willy
Gamalero and his team of  Kiwani-
ans had been meeting since May of
2012 to get an early start on complet-
ing all the leg work to make sure
that all details were addressed.  The
Kiwanis Club of  Madison would as-
sume its second year of  responsibil-
ity for the Light Up Madison event,
formerly hosted by the Madison
County Chamber of  Commerce, that
would be the talk of  the town for
some time to come.  As one of  club’s
Community Service Projects, mem-
bers of  the Kiwanis Club of  Madison
assumed their post assignments as
early as 11:00 AM on December 1st
and began setting up for what would
be an awesome evening.  

The first year event had gone
very well but the desire to make it
even better the second year meant
earlier planning and more communi-
ty involvement.  As event day grew
near, Gamalero held weekly lunch
meetings with other team members,
to update plans and secure commit-
ments from event participants.
Chief  Gary Calhoun of  the City of
Madison was instrumental in secur-
ing permission from the Department
of  Transportation to close a portion
of  highway 90 to host the event. Spe-
cial thanks to the workers of  the
City of  Madison for their hard work.
The expansion of  the event included
the use and decoration of  the Four
Freedoms Park and the gazebo was
the perfect location for Santa and
Mrs. Claus, as they greeted hun-
dreds of  children and parents. The
children were in awe as Santa and
Mrs. Claus brightened their expecta-
tions of  Christmas. Mrs. Jackie
Johnson of  the Women’s Club, mem-
bers of  the Lions Club, the Rotary
Club, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Garden Club, Johnson & Johnson,
Madison Co. Genealogy Association,
Madison Trail Riders, MCAODP,
Madison County Community Bank,
Sons of  the Confederacy, and the
Treasures of  Madison County as-
sumed responsibility for the decora-
tion of  the park, each having its own
decorative offerings. 

The Junior Auxiliary began the
celebrative event, hosting a jingle
jog for participants that wanted to
participate in the one-mile jog.  Jog-
gers that chose to participate in the
jogging event were eligible to receive
a free ticket for the big wheels car
drawing, by donating either a jar of
peanut butter and or jelly and chil-
dren’s books, or a $5.00 contribution.
Other community members would
also receive a ticket for the drawing
for the big wheels car by making the
same donations.  The big wheels car
was donated by personal donations
by firefighters throughout Madison
County.  The Kiwanis Club of  Madi-
son collected the peanut butter and
jelly and the children’s books to help
achieve one of  their annual Kiwanis

Club of  Madison goals of  350 of  each
item.  The peanut butter and jelly
will be donated to a local food bank
and the children’s books will be do-
nated to Early Learning Coalitions
and other children’s learning groups
in the Madison communities.  As in
the purpose, as clearly stated by the
Florida Kiwanis Governor, Mr. Allen
Whetshell “The peanut butter and
jelly would help feed the body and
the children’s books would help feed
the brain.” One hundred and twenty
jars of  peanut butter and 83 chil-
dren’s books were collected.

Becky’s Dance Studio partici-
pants continued to set the tone for
the event as they performed flaw-
lessly to a crowd of  hundreds of  on-
lookers.  Citizens began establishing
their viewing places as early as 4:00
PM for the 4:45 PM performance.
When the music started, people from
all directions began to gather and
showed their appreciation by ren-
dering thundering rounds of  ap-
plause.  The Kiwanis Club of
Madison established its booth as the
event information center.  A number
of  vendors from not-for-profit orga-
nizations were on hand selling food-
stuff  to the public, everything from
chicken and rice to cotton candy was
available, as well other food vending
businesses that were open.  Several
elementary schools also brought
their fall festival games for the chil-
dren to enjoy.  The parade began
promptly at 6:00 PM, where Deena
Hames, Jo Willis, Angela Cave and
others, marshaled the participants
to follow the established route, be-
ginning and ending at Farmers Fur-
niture parking lot.  The decorative
floats, the sound of  music being
played, the blasting of  vehicle horns
and a special entry by a group of
Jeep performers highlighted the pa-
rade.  The parade crossed highway
90, inclusive of  an entry for hayrides
and the arrival of  Santa and Mrs.
Claus at the Gazebo.  The Light Up
Madison festivities would continue
as Kiwanian Jim Holben offered
family Christmas movies on the
courthouse lawn and bounce houses
sponsored by Rancho Grande
Restaurant were set up for the chil-
dren to enjoy.  The Light Up Madison
event continued with entertainment
offering of  Christmas carols and
singing from LATMA, Madison
Academy 2nd and 5th graders, Madi-
son Church of  God, Pineland Baptist
Church, and Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, Madison.  The event would
conclude at about 8:00 PM, but not
before the drawing for the big
wheels car.  After calling several
ticket numbers, Madison Police Offi-
cer Alexander emerged with the
winning ticket.  The Light Up Madi-
son event was the most successful
Christmas event that has happened
in Madison.  The Kiwanis Club of
Madison would like to thank all of
the event participants for making
this event “simply awesome.” 

Jerome Wyche,
President
Kiwanis Club of  Madison

Light Up Madison Was 
Simply Awesome
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aisle, be extra alert for someone who might be wait-
ing just around the corner to “bump into” you.

Stick to brightly lit, busy areas.  Most purse
snatchers prefer to work in dark or isolated areas to
avoid being seen and/or recognized later, but some
can be pretty brazen.  Stay alert wherever you are
and walk briskly and confidently.

If  you see someone who appears to be lurking
somewhere they don't belong, contact the store man-
ager or mall security.  Better to report your suspi-
cions and be wrong, than risk being robbed or hurt.

Take a friend or two with you when you go holi-
day shopping.  Purse snatchers prefer targets who
are alone.

Even in a season of  joy, giving and holiday cheer,
there are still times when people have be on the look-
out to protect themselves.  Be aware, be careful, stay
safe and have a very Merry Christmas.

There will also be a discussion with the public
works department, regarding the paving of  SW
Wonderwood Street. 

Items on the consent agenda include five budget
amendments. 

The Commission meeting begins at 4 p.m. 

Crime Alert
cont from Page 1A

FFA President
cont from Page 1A

That’s right! Purchase a gift
subscription for only $35 - in
county or $45 - out-of-county,

and receive a free subscription to
our online epublication for free!

Thats like getting two
subscriptions for the price of one!

Surprise your loved one with a
subscription to the Madison County Carrier

and the Madison Enterprise-Recorder 
and get a free gift for yourself!
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Pawsitivelyperfect gifts

Call or stop by
anytime before 

December 31, 2012
to take advantage

of this offer!

Just like the English carol
about the “12 Days of  Christmas,”
California Poison Control System
(www.calpoison.org) urges every-
one to practice “12 Days for Safe-
ty” on each day leading up to
December 25th.

- Make sure your home is
“poison proof” if  small chil-
dren are visiting.  Secure all
medicines, cleaning prod-
ucts and personal care
products before your
guests arrive.  Poison-
ings can occur in the
home of  grandparents
who may not remem-
ber how quickly chil-
dren can move or how
inventive they can be in
exploring new
spaces.

-
T a k e
steps to
p r e v e n t
food poi-
soning.  Pri-
or to food
p r e p a r a -
tion, clean
all coun-
ters and cut-
ting boards
with hot
water &
soap, and
w a s h

y o u r
hands.  After meals,
refrigerate food
promptly.

- If  you use alcohol or
tobacco, make sure these
products are out of  reach of  tod-
dlers.

- Keep your Christmas tree
fresh with water early on, and
keep all sources of  flame well
away from the tree.  Put fresh bat-
teries in all your smoke detectors.

- Carbon monoxide can be a
holiday killer.  Never heat a home
with a gas stovetop, gas oven or
use charcoal indoors.  Make sure

your chimney flue is fully open
before enjoying a holiday evening
in front of  the fireplace. Keep out-
door generators away from win-
dows. Keep flammables away

f r o m  

floor furnaces.
- Holiday gifts can

have flat, coin-shaped batteries. If
swallowed, these can cause seri-
ous injury.  Keep all batteries
away from babies, children and
pets!

- Don’t let babies or pets chew
on foil wrapping paper. It may
contain lead. Do not throw this

paper into the fireplace either.
- Holiday plants, including

mistletoe and holly berries, may
cause some mild stomach upset if
swallowed. 

- Store and serve food only in
containers meant for food, and nev-
er put non-food items in food con-
tainers.

- Lead can still be found in new
and used children’s products,
like toys, backpacks, lunchbox-
es and jewelry. Find out about
product recalls & tested prod-
ucts at www.healthystuff.org.

- If  using snow spray or
flocking the tree indoors, be
sure to open windows while
applying it. Solvents in the
spray cans may cause nausea,
lightheadedness and headache.

- Have the na-
tional poison

c o n t r o l
number 1-

800-222-1222
programmed

into all phones.
Call anytime, 24/7
for expert advice
or questions.
For more free
weekly safety

tips to cell phones, text
the word TIPS or PUNTOS for
Spanish to 69866. 

About CPCS
You can learn more

about a variety of  poison
issues by following CPCS on
Facebook at

http://on.fb.me/Xyj6xs and on
Twitter @poisoninfo.  Sign up for
weekly safety text messages to your
cell phone by texting TIPS to 69866;
and download a free iPhone app,
Choose Your Poison, at
http://bit.ly/gg9vfG.  CPCS is dedi-
cated to providing California resi-
dents with the most up-to-date
information and 24-hour help in
case of  poisoning. In case of  an ac-
cidental poisoning, consumers
should immediately call (national
number) 1-800-222-1222 for advice.

12 Days for Safety



www.greenepublishing.com Wednesday, December 19, 20124A • Madison County Carrier

AROUND MADISON COUNTY

Thank You
The family of  Carrie Louise McClamma

would like to acknowledge with sincere appre-
ciation of  all the visits, calls, cards, food and
flowers during the loss of  our loved one. 

We would also like to thank the nursing
staff  at Madison County Memorial Hospital
and Big Bend Hospice

Sandra and Jim McVicker

 BAILEY MONUMENT CO

 740252

Mackey Shaffer Fisher,
88, of  Denton, Tex., died
Wednesday, December 12,
2012 at the Medical Center
of  Plano.

Mrs. Fisher was born
on December 26, 1923 in
Brooks County, Ga., to
James Clayton and Janie P.
(Lewis) Shaffer. She gradu-
ated from Dixie High School
in Brooks County, Ga. She
was married to Samuel J.
Henderson, Jr. in 1944 and
he preceded her in death in
1954; she married James
Fisher 1972 and he preceded
her in death in 1979. She
was retired from Communi-
ty Hospital in New Port
Richey and was a Baptist.

Mrs. Fisher is survived
by her daughter, Rebecca
Camp and her husband Al of
Denton, Tex.; a son, Samuel
J. Henderson, III and his
wife Jill of  Palm Harbor; a
sister, Martha S. Hewlett of
Birmingham, Ala.; brother,
Homer A. Shaffer of  Mur-
phy, N.C,; grandchildren,
Richard C. Traylor, Hillary
B. Henderson, Aaron B.
Henderson, Emily J. Hen-
derson; three great grand-
children, Mallory, Madison
and Grayson Traylor. She
was preceded in death by a
sister, Elizabeth Cline, and a
brother, James C. Shaffer, Jr.

A visitation and a fu-
neral service will be held at
1 p.m. on Wednesday, De-
cember 19, 2012 in the
chapel at Beggs Funeral
Home, Madison, and inter-
ment will follow at Pine
Grove Cemetery, Madison
County.

Online condolences
may be left at www.mulkey-
masondenton.com.

Obituary 

Mackey
Shaffer
Fisher

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Tobacco Free Madison, SWAT (Students Work-
ing Against Tobacco) and the Madison County
Health Department will be holding a Winter Work-
shop and Training, Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012 from 1:30
– 5 p.m. at Pineland Missionary Baptist Church, 205
SE Old County Camp Road in Madison.  

The workshop will cover a variety of  tobacco
prevention topics, including two presentations on
the harmful nature of  spit tobacco, smoke-free hous-
ing, planned anti-tobacco events for 2013, and dis-
cussions on how to counteract the pervasiveness of
tobacco’s retail advertising clout.

Everyone with an interest in tobacco prevention
is invited to attend.  For information, contact Na-
dine Kahn, Madison County Health Department, at
(850) 973-5000 Ext. 120.

Tobacco 
Prevention
Workshop 

Coming 
Up Thursday

Rotary Club Inducts
New Members

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 5, 2012

(Left to right) Rotarian Ron Bass, sponsor for new member Jennifer John-
son, stands by as the Rotary Sergeant-at-Arms Joe Boyles welcomes John-
son with the Rotary Club pin. 

Greene Publishing, Inc.  Photo by Lynette Norris, December 5, 2012

(Left to right) Rotarian Wayne Conger stands with returning/new member
David Abercrombie, and is presented with his old name tag by Sergeant-at-
Arms Joe Boyles.



By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Madison is proud to
welcome a new business,
D&C Wireless & Ser-
vices, LLC. D&C Wire-
less is a prepaid cellular
service that will allow
Madison residents to pay
their cell phone bills in
Madison County. D&C is
owned by Sabrina Black-
shear-Franklin who was
born and raised in Madi-
son and now resides in
Valdosta. 

When asked what in-
spired her to open D&C,
Sabrina said, “I want to
show young women that
they can be an entrepre-
neur if  they set their
mind to it. I have heard
my family and friends
talking about having to
pay their cell phone bills
in Valdosta or Perry and
wishing they didn’t have
to drive out of  town to do
that. So I thought that it
would be a good idea to
offer that service in
Madison County. I know
the people of  Madison
and the heart of  the peo-
ple of  Madison and I
think this will be a great
service to them.” 

D&C Wireless will
offer prepaid cellular
service plans from sever-
al providers. The plans
range in minutes, text

amounts and Internet
usage and can include
unlimited talk and text
and up to 2 GB of  Inter-
net. The prices range
from $10 to $60 depend-
ing on the provider and
the plan. D&C is a bill
pay station. 

Working at D&C will
be Kenya Dennis, Mary
Robinson and Nichole
Alexander. D&C Wire-
less is located at 177
South West Horry Ave.
The phone number is
973-1468. Their grand
opening was held Satur-
day, November 3. 

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“You’re never too
old or too young to do
things,” said Sharon
French as she intro-
duced the dozen or so
talented ladies of  the
Southern Living Facili-
ty, the oldest of  whom is
97 years young and
proud of  it.  Together
with her younger com-
panions, the ladies form
the Silver Bells Hand-
bell Choir.

Hailing from places
as far away as Moultrie
and as nearby as Lee,
they now call the South-
ern Living Facility
home, and rehearse on
the handbells every
week under French’s di-
rection.

Last year, when they
performed at the Decem-
ber meeting of  the 55
Plus Club, they made
such an impression,
they were asked to come
back this year and play
their carols of  the bells
once again.

The Silver Bells
started off  their perfor-
mance with, appropri-
ately enough, “Silver
Bells,” and finished with
“O Holy Night,” a carol
French called one of  her
favorites.

Then it was time for

the second half  of  the
show as several children
in blue tee-shirts, bells
in hands, filed to front of
the room and awaited
their cue to begin.

“When you come
into the second grade at
Madison Academy, it’s a
given that you’ll learn to
play the handbells,” said
Madison Academy sec-
ond grade teacher Jen-
nifer Copeland.  

Every year for the
last several years, she
has taught her second
grade students to play
the handbells, and taken
them out into the com-
munity to perform.  One
of  the children’s most
recent recent perfor-
mances this year was at
the “Light Up Madison”
festival Dec. 1.

As Sharon French
had noted earlier, you’re
never too old or too
young to do things, and
the children presented
the audience with joy-
ful, energetic renditions
of  “Joy to the World”
and “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing.”

For the grand finale,
the second graders gath-
ered behind the Silver
Bells, and both choirs
played “Silent Night” to-
gether to the delight of
the audience, pulling it

off  without a hitch de-
spite having never prac-
ticed the number
together before.

The 55 Plus Club is
an outreach ministry of
the United Methodist
Cooperative Ministries,
open to any interested
senior 55 or older, who
enjoys getting together
with friends and ac-
quaintances for good
food and interesting pro-
grams.  There are no
dues, fees or registra-
tion of  any kind, and
you don’t have to call

ahead to make a reserva-
tion.  Just show up and
bring a friend or two
with you the second
Wednesday of  every
month at noon in the
UMCM building at the
corner of  NW Dill Street
and Colin Kelly High-
way, about five miles
north of  town.

For directions or
more information on the
55 Plus Club or any oth-
er of  UMCM’s Outreach
ministries, contact Deb-
orah Brown at (850) 929-
4938.
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313 SW Pinckney St.
Madison, FL 32340

(Next to Rancho Grande Restaurant)

ONE SCOOP OR TWO ?? ICE CREAM & PIE
Now Serving
HOT CHICKEN POT PIES
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & 

SUNDAYS
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

&
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Come In Or Call And 

Reserve Yours
Now!

(850) 973-3030

Get Your Free Grocery
Coupons Here

esocial.ning.com
Your New Social Business 

Network Business Directory
& Become A Friend For Free

Business Spotlight: 
D&C Wireless & 

Services, LLC

Sabrina Blackshear-
Franklin

Garden Club Recognizes 
Park Decorating Committee

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 6, 2012

At their December meeting, the Madison Garden Club recognized the club members who helped with the
decorations at Four Freedoms Park, commending them for all their hours of hard work.  The Garden Club
joined with several other local civic clubs to bring the “Winter Wonderland” theme to life in time for the Light
Up Madison festival held Dec. 1.  Front row, left to right, are Ann Paquette, Sharon Sevor, Jan Ledsome, Es-
ther Decker, Lura Fine, Laura Coleman and Garden Club President Martha Beggs.  Second row, left to right
are Sally Johnson, Thelma Dehart, Luanna Forness and Elaine Economou.  Back row, left to right, are Alice
Hammond (seen between Jan Ledsome and Thelma DeHart) and Mina Bloodworth (partly hidden behind Es-
ther Decker).

Carols Of The Bells Heard At 55 Plus Club

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 12, 2012

Following the Silver Bells’ performance, Ms. Jennifer Copeland’s second grade class from Madison
Academy plays for the audience.  Afterward, the children joined the Silver Bell Ladies in playing “Silent
Night.” 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 12, 2012

Dressed in their bright red and green Christmas sweaters, the Silver Bells Handbell Choir performs for
the 55 Plus Club.
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

While the floors in the Woman’s Club building were being refurbished, the
Garden Club of  Madison held its December meeting in the dining hall of  the
First United Methodist Church, where Sarah Adams and Mina Bloodworth gave
presentations on the different elements of  floral arranging, whether for fun, or
for serious competition in judged flower shows.

Although things like balance and composition were important, “The first
thing to remember is that if  you like it, it’s okay,” said Bloodworth.  “Make it
fun, if  you do it.”

But for those who are serious about wowing judges and winning flower
shows, Adams and Bloodworth explained the rules governing flower arrange-
ments and offered tips on what judges look for in a winning display.  On the
front table were several examples of  floral displays, and not surprisingly, most
of  them with a Christmas theme.

The two main categories for arrangements are “Table” and “Exhibition,”
and these are further divided into formal, informal, and so forth.  Basically, a
Table arrangements must incorporate a place setting with all the components –
dishes, glasses, tablecloth, napkins, etc. – that would allow someone to sit there
and have a meal.  The Exhibition category is what it sounds like – an arrange-
ment created just for display, without the meal serving elements, and it can in-
clude a background panel to set off  the arrangement.  

One surprising bit of  information is that, although dried, plastic, silk or
other artificial flowers are not allowed, an arrangement need not have flowers
at all.  One of  the example displays used a rose shaped bowl, and another used
textured wire Christmas ornaments contrasted with the smooth surfaces of
glass.  Another surprise is that the plates used can even be colorful paper plates,
as demonstrated by another arrangement that incorporated an actual antler,

echoing the reindeer design on a Christmas-themed paper plate. 
Adams discussed the principals of  design and talked about what makes a

successful display, including balance, contrast, proportion, scale, and rhythm,
or the ease with with the arrangement flows, drawing the eye around with it.

It is not as difficult as it sounds, they both assured the audience.  Most peo-
ple use the principles of  design in everything they do, whether they conscious-
ly realize it or not.  Furniture is arranged a certain way because that’s how we
like it, or because it just “looks right” that way.  Pictures are hung on the wall
and decorative objects are positioned on shelves with the same thing in
mind...finding an arrangement that is pleasing to the eye.  The Garden Club
members who had helped decorate Four Freedoms Park for it’s “Winter Won-
derland” theme had also used their sense of  design.

Bloodworth, who has conducted several floral arrangement classes in
her home, further encouraged Garden Club members by telling them she
used to know little about floral arrangement other than buying flowers from
Winn-Dixie and placing them in a container.  However, after taking several
floral design classes, she learned to see the creative possibilities, even in
something as ordinary as an oddly-shaped twig fallen in her back yard.

“I see all my designs as blue-ribbon designs,” she joked.  “And if  the
judges don’t agree, that’s their problem.”  

The most important
thing was to get out
there and get creative
and get started on a pro-
ject, because there were
several flower shows be-
sides the Garden Club
show in the upcoming
year.  

“I urge all of  you to
step out of  your comfort
zone and do one,” said
Bloodworth.
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Greene Publishing, Inc Photo By Lynette Norris, December 6, 2012

Looking very Christmasy herself, Mina Bloodworth demonstrates how
Christmas decorations can become part of a display, encouraging everyone to
“step out of your comfort zone.” 

Garden Club Members Looking Forward To
Christmas, Getting Creative With Arrangements

Greene Publishing, Inc Photo By Lynette Norris, December 6, 2012

Sarah Adams discusses the different elements of an award-wining display
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Call For A FREE Consultation. No Fees or Costs Until Recovery

Toll Free 877-997-8181
www.CaminezLaw.com

Monticello Office • 1307 S. Jefferson St. 850-997-8181
Tallahassee Office • 1882 Capital Circle NE, Suite 103

Jon D. Caminez, Board Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Shannon Brown, Paralegal Scott L. Wolf, Attorney Barney Stallworth, Investigator
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• Wrongful Death
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• Slip & Fall
• Premises Liability
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Negligence

Accidents - Injury - Death Cases

Practicing Personal Injury Law Since 1972

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The United Way of  the Big Bend in Madison only has a little more than one
month left until the end of  their 2012 campaign. The group met in their final
scheduled meeting for this year’s campaign on Tuesday, Dec. 11. The group has-
n’t decided whether they will meet again in January.  

The 2012 United Way campaign in Madison began on Aug. 28 of  this year
and will end on January 31, 2013. This year’s campaign goal was $120,000, and so
far the group has raised almost $100,000. They are expecting to raise around
$105,000. While they are disappointed to not reach their goal, they are extreme-
ly thankful for those that did donate to the campaign and are understanding
with those that weren’t able to due to the tough economic climate. 

If  you or your business is still interested in donating to the United Way of
Madison, they will be accepting donations for this campaign until January 31,
2013. Any money donated after that date will be a part of  their 2013 campaign.
Donations can be made with any United Way of  Madison team member or at the
Madison County Community Bank. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, December 11, 2012.

A portion of the United Way of the Big Bend in Madison team is seen during their final meeting of 2012. Seen from left to right are Janet Maier, Stephanie Car-
roll, Rosa Richardson, Cathy Bass, Vicki Howerton, Megan Picht, Willy Gamalero and Howard Phillips. 

United Way Prepares To Wrap Up 2012 Campaign 

Students in North Florida Community College’s Patient Care Technician
program gave back to their community this holiday season by collecting items
for the Senior Citizens Council of  Madison County, Inc. The PCT students
stopped by the Senior Citizens Council on Dec. 11, delivering a variety of  items
that will be given as gifts to local senior citizens served by the Senior Citizens
Council. “It’s truly appreciated,” said Angie Cisco, OAA Coordinator at the Se-
nior Citizens Council of  Madison County. “These are needed items, but these
gifts make the senior citizens feel special.” For more information on how you
can help or get involved at the Senior Citizens Council of  Madison County, Inc.,
contact Angie Cisco at (850) 973-4241. For more information on NFCC, visit
www.nfcc.edu.

Nfcc Patient care Technician class
Donates Items To Senior citizens
council Of Madison county, Inc. 

Photo submitted 



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Not only do students need to know a lot about all the new technology
these days, they need that technology just learn about all the new technolo-
gy.  With the explosion of  digital devices in the last quarter century, “note-
book” has taken on an entirely different meaning as the sine qua non of
school essentials and several organizations in Florida have undertaken pro-
jects to get that technology to as many students who need it as possible.

The National Science Foundation has predicted that by 2021, 80 percent
of  all jobs will require some level of  STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Math) knowledge, and the Florida High School High Tech Program
(HS/HT) encourages students to explore STEM-related careers, and HS/HT
coordinators at each high high school hold high expectations of  there stu-
dents.  

At Madison County High School, HS/HT Director and Coordinator Deb-
orah Simmons was not disappointed in her expectations, and was pleased to
learn that MCHS Senior LaQuona Givens was chosen a winner of  a Dell
Computer Laptop.

Simmons, who has been the school’s HS/HT Director for about a year,

and also serves as the MCHS job coach, said that, “It has been a great year
for High School/High Tech.”  

Earlier, students in 13 HS/HT Programs from all over the state had been
asked to write an essay about how a laptop would help them achieve acade-
mic success, and State Director Allison S. Chase of  HS/ST, The Able Trust
and the Florida Alliance for Assistive Services Technology (FAAST) of  Tal-
lahassee selected the winners out of  more than 200 entries. 

In the high school cafeteria, LaQuona’s mother, Jackie Williams, a for-
mer Avon Lady for 28 years, her aunt, Rosa Williams, a retired school nurse
who had worked at several Madison County schools including MCHS, her
older sister Jannah, who works at a nursing home in Live Oak, and her two
month-old-niece Jalaia waited as the HS/HT students were called into the
cafeteria, and LaQuona’s name was announced as the winner.  Although her
family was told beforehand so they could attend the award ceremony,
LaQuona herself  did not know until the announcement was made – al-
though she possibly suspected as much when she she saw her family sitting
at one of  the tables.

LaQuona Givens, who will graduate in May of  2013, plans to attend
Florida A&M University and enter the medical field.
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Submitted by Ali Patron
Madison County High
School FCCLA

Madison County
High School’s FCCLA
(Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of
America) chapter took
their annual trip to the
Greenwood School on
Tuesday,  Dec. 11  accom-
panied by the Madison
County High School cho-
rus.  The Greenwood
School is a public school
serving children with
special needs in Madi-
son, Hamilton, and
Suwannee counties.
Each year, Madison
County High’s FCCLA
members have provided
the children with a

Christmas party.  The
members serve food to
the children and bring
them presents, delivered
by Santa Claus himself,
and Mr. Geoff  Hill brings
along a musical group to
perform for the children.
This year, 22 members
along with the Madison
County High School cho-
rus, Mr. Geoff   Hill,
Madison FCCLA chap-
ter’s adviser, Mrs. Robin
Smith, and chaperone
Laurie Smith participat-
ed in making this a won-
derful day for the
children.

At the school, FC-
CLA members began the
festivities by serving food
and socializing with the

children.  Following the
meal, the Madison Coun-
ty High School chorus,
sang a variety of  Christ-
mas carols with the chil-
dren, from Frosty the
Snowman to Rudolph the
Red Nose Reindeer.   The
children were even asked
to help sing the last num-
ber, Santa Claus is Com-
ing to Town, to help
Santa find his way to the
festivies.  They greatly
enjoyed the music, espe-
cially when they were
asked to help sing along.
The chorus’s perfor-
mance helped to spread
joy and excitement as the
children awaited the ar-
rival of  their favorite
guest.  Then, Santa Claus,

played by member Jacob
Moore, arrived to bring
the children presents pro-
vided by the members.
Mrs. Claus (Victoria
Todd) was even there to
greet the children too.
Some children were so
happy to see Santa and
Mrs. Claus, that they
asked to take pictures
with them, and Santa
happily smiled for the
camera. After the chil-
dren had received their
presents, the FCCLA
members each helped
their assigned child open
presents.  Smiles shone
all around, on the faces of
the children and every-
one else in the room.

Anyone who has ever
participated in this expe-
rience will agree, it is ab-
solutely wonderful.  It
breaks your heart and at
the same time, warms it.
Seeing the children so
happy over just seeing
new faces is wonderful,
and watching them play
so happily with their new
toys can almost make one
cry.  Perhaps the sweetest
moment that day was
when a boy had been left
off  the list.  He sat there
sadly without a present
as all of  his friends were
playing with theirs, and
the members found an
extra present, not yet no-
ticed by the child it was
given to.  They gave this

present, a soft stuffed an-
imal, to him, and he sim-
ply put his head down for
a minute as he was over-
come with joy.  Then he
stood up, and for the rest
of  the day, he held his
stuffed animal close.  It
was a beautiful, touching
moment for all who wit-
nessed it, and it truly
showed why FCCLA goes
to the Greenwood school
every year, to have a spe-
cial day for those chil-
dren.  It is not a day for
the members, as Madison
County High’s FCCLA
adviser, Robin Smith al-
ways tells them, it is a
day for the children, to

bring them joy and cheer.
The visit to the

Greenwood school this
year was once again a
touching experience.  It
was a very exciting day
for the children, and it
warmed everyone’s
hearts.   Every student
left with a sense of  joy
and gratefulness.  The
children at the Green-
wood school have a way
of  connecting with you
and pulling on your
heartstrings.  In the
words of  Mrs. Robin
Smith,  at the Green-
wood school, you always
receive more than you
give.

FCCLA Visits Greenwood School

Photo submitted

The Madison County High School Chorus, which is new at MCHS this year,
performs Christmas carols for the students at Greenwood School. 

Photo submitted

The group that went to Greenwood School included the MCHS Chorus and FCCLA.

Photo submitted

Jacob Moore was Santa Claus and Victoria Todd
was Mrs. Claus during FCCA’s visit to Greenwood
School.

The Career and Technical Student Organizations at MCHS joined together
to sponsor a canned food drive just before the holiday season.  The purpose of
the drive was to collect cans and money for the local food bank.  

The drive was kicked off  with a community wide drive at the local grocery
stores.  These efforts were spearheaded by the Future Business Leaders of
America and High School High Tech.  Students spent a Saturday morning out-
side the local grocery stores collecting both money and canned goods from shop-
pers. The students collected 200 canned goods and $100.00 through their effort.

The next week, a canned food drive was held at the school with breakfast be-
ing awarded to the class with the highest percentage.  This included Family, Ca-
reer and Community Leaders of  America, Health Occupations Student
Association, FBLA, and FFA.  During the week the students brought in their
canned goods.

The following week the FCCLA held a “guess the can count” competition.
Students were able to pay a dollar to guess how many cans were on display in
the school showcase.  The student with the closest guess received a gift card to
Busy Bee.  Donations totaled another $50.00.  

Congratulations to Mr. Bruce Thames’s class for being the class with the
highest can goods, and thank you to all of  the merchants and community mem-
bers who supported this effort.  The local food bank received the donations. 

MCHS Holds 
Canned Food Drive

MCHS’s LaQuona Givens Winner of Dell Laptop

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 11, 2012

Left to right, Allison T. Chase (State Director, HS/HT), LaQuona Givens (win-
ner), Deborah Simmons (Madison Director, HS/HT) and Madison County School
Superintendent Doug Brown smile for pictures. 



By Alan Ross
Over The Ball

Score one for the pundits—in the loss column.
For most of  the past week, followers of  sports

talk have been absorbing the media’s spin on how the
New York Giants at this time of  the year, with the
playoffs in sight, are a lock to hunker down, dig in,
and begin their traditional late-season spurt to the
postseason and possibly the team’s third Super Bowl
in six years. Sunday, Atlanta begged to differ.

At the Georgia Dome, New York got blown out by
the NFC South champion Falcons, 34–0, in what was
supposed to be an announcement by the Giants that
the beasts of  the east were emerging from their up-
and-down season and serving notice to other playoff
contenders. Generally, I’m skeptical of  a team’s fast
start in a game. How many times have you witnessed
a game, college or pro, in which the team rocketing
out of  the gate loses or winds up just barely hanging
on for a win in the end? Atlanta intercepted Eli Man-
ning on the second offensive play of  the game, and ba-
sically, it was all over. By halftime, it was 17–0,
Atlanta; by the beginning of  the fourth quarter, with
the Falcons up 27–0, FOX Sports switched to another
game. It was the Giants’ first regular-season shutout
defeat in 17 years.

ANGLING FOR THE CORNER: Count me
among the frothing faithful on Adrian Peterson’s
bandwagon. The Minnesota Vikings’ superstar has
mesmerized foes and fans alike with his defiant re-
turn from ACL knee surgery in less than nine
months to assume once again his role as kingpin of
the NFL’s elite running corps. If  you were picking a
team and could take any back in the NFL, you may
hear a faint whisper of  support for Tennessee’s Chris
Johnson, but really, would you take the Titans’ small-
ish speedster over Minnesota’s power/speed guy?

Have you seen Peterson rip away from tacklers at the
line or juke a linebacker out of  his cleats? Power is
not Johnson’s strength, and Peterson, like Johnson,
is virtually his team’s entire offense. Personally, I’ve
always been an Arian Foster guy; a strong admirer of
the undrafted ex-University of  Tennessee Vol’s
smooth gait and deceptive speed. But Peterson’s
quickness and unparalleled burst at the line trumps
the great Texans back in my book.

SAN FRANCISCO-NEW ENGLAND: Early on
in Foxborough, it was plain that San Francisco would
possibly make a rout of  it against New England. The
Patriots got one first down, punted three times, and
turned the ball over twice—all in the first quarter—
and still only trailed 7–0. They were lucky: The Nin-
ers we’re still trying to get out of  their own way. Little
doubt of  the outcome remained when the score edged
up to 31–3 midway through the third quarter. But the
strangest things happen on the way to certainty. By
the 6:43 mark of  the fourth quarter, the Pats had tied
it. Twenty-eight straight points. But then, the
strangest things happen just when you think there
has been a momentum shift. One play after
LaMichael James’ inspired 62-yard kickoff  return to
the New England 38, Colin Kaepernick hit Michael
Crabtree on the scoring se-
rial; 38–31, 49ers. A field
goal for each, and it was
over….With Dallas’ hard-
earned 27–24 overtime vic-
tory over Pittsburgh,
Washington’s defeat of
Cleveland, and the Giants’
collapse in Atlanta, the
NFC East has suddenly be-
come a three-way tie, with
the Redskins officially

heading the group. But while bedlam now reigns in
that division, two other teams secured division titles
Sunday: Green Bay locked up the NFC North and
Houston the AFC South.

Big ones next week: San Francisco vs. Seattle,
with the NFC West title on the line. AFC Wild Card
showdown: Cincinnati at Pittsburgh.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK: Adrian Peterson, RB,
Minnesota. In the Vikings’ 36–22 victory over St.
Louis Sunday, Peterson accounted for 212 yards rush-
ing, including a scintillating 82-yard second-quarter
touchdown—his second scoring run of  that length in
the last three games. Peterson’s 1,812 rushing yards
put him just 293 behind Eric Dickerson’s NFL single-
season rushing mark of  2,105 yards with two games
to go. All this while still recovering from the severest
type of  knee injury, sustained toward the end of  last
season. The star back churned out an 8.8-yard aver-
age against the Rams. He has produced seven runs in
excess of  50 yards this season.

Alan Ross is the author of  32 books, including
Steelers Glory: For the Love of  Bradshaw, Big Ben,
and The Bus. E-mail him at: alanross_sports@ya-
hoo.com 

© Sportland 2012

www.greenepublishing.com Wednesday, December 19, 201210A • Madison County Carrier

SPORTS

wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

WWee AArree HHeerree TToo EEaarrnn YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss
&&

KKeeeepp YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!
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Bishop Cleaners
3 x 2”

   
 

  
  

 
  

 

   
 

 

   
    

  
 

 

   
 

       

  
  

   
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 3115 N. Oak Street Ext. • Valdosta

  229-244-2470  772382

 Let us come and clean your carpet, upholstery, 
 draperies, area rug and hardwood floors

  just in time for the Holidays!

     

 

 
 

  

   
 

   

 
 
 
 

 

 

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County High School Cowgirl’s var-
sity basketball team has faced a tough season thus
far. They have play 11 games, with a record of  4-7.
The girls opened the season on November 12 with a
heartbreaking loss against Aucilla Christian. The
Cowgirls went into the half  ahead by 11 points, with
a score of  18. But Aucilla emerged strong from the
half  scoring 38 points in the second half. The Cow-
girls were defeated 56-55. 

Their second game of  the season was against
Branford and was played on November 13. The Cow-
girls went into the half  behind by seven points and
emerged from the half  determined to win. Their gal-

lant efforts were not enough to gain the victory, how-
ever. They were defeated 42-39. 

The Cowgirls fought hard against East Gadsden
on November 15. The Cowgirls were begin by 10
points going into the final period, but fought hard,
scoring 18 points in the fourth period. Their efforts
still brought them up short, with a final score of  39-
37. 

The Cowgirls emerged victorious in their next
two games, both against Columbia. In the first game,
which was played in Lake City, the Cowgirls defeat-
ed Columbia by 11 points. In the second game, which
was played at home, the Cowgirls won by three
points. 

The next two games for the Cowgirls did not go

as well. The Cowgirls played Florida High on No-
vember 29, and were defeated 56-24. Then the follow-
ing week, on December 4, they played East Gadsden
again and were defeated 50-27. 

The Cowgirls emerged victorious against
Suwannee on December 7. Scoring 31 points to
Suwannee’s 19 points in the first half  and 36 points
to Suwannee’s 32 in the second half. The final score
of  the game was 67-51. 

The Cowgirls were defeated by Godby on De-
cember 11 with a final score of  49-29. As of  press
time, the Cowgirls last game was against Taylor
County on December 14. The Cowgirls defeated Tay-
lor County by 14 points. The girls stayed ahead
throughout the entire game. 

MCHS Cowgirls Facing Tough Season

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Madison County Cowboys varsity boy’s basketball team has been play-
ing hard less than a month into the season. The Cowboys season began with a
heartbreaking loss against West Gadsden on November 24. The Cowboys scored
13 points in the first half  and 16 in the second half.  

The Cowboys came back strong and determined against Maclay on Decem-
ber 4, defeating them 57-55. The game went into overtime tied at 48 and came out
victorious by scoring nine points to Maclay’s seven during overtime. 

The Cowboys were defeated again by Suwannee on December 7. The Cow-
boys started off  strong, scoring 17 points in the first period. Then Suwannee
fought back through the second and third periods scoring 37 points to the Cow-
boys 21. The Cowboys fought hard in the fourth period, scoring 13 points but

were still defeated 61-51. 
Determined to win, the Cowboys defeated Lincoln by two points on Decem-

ber 11. The Cowboys opened the game strong, scoring 15 points to Lincoln’s 11
in the first period. The teams went into the half  tied at 23. Lincoln emerged
strong from the half, scoring 16 points to Madison’s nine in the third period. The
Cowboy’s emerged victorious after an exciting 17-point come back in the fourth
period. The final score of  the game was Cowboys 49, Lincoln 47. 

The Cowboys defeated Taylor County on December 14. The Cowboys stayed
ahead the entire game. They were ahead by eight points going into the half  and
ended up defeating Taylor County by nine points. 

As of  press time, the most recent game for the Cowboys was against Hamil-
ton County. The Cowboys fought hard, going into the half  only four points be-
hind. However, they ended up losing by six points against Hamilton. 

MCHS Cowboys Basketball

Falcons, Broncos, Packers, Cowboys, 
49ers Prevail In Key Week 15 Matchups



By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene
Publishing, Inc.

The Aucilla Christ-
ian Academy varsity
Lady Warriors took vic-
tories in five of  the past
seven games to now
stand 9-2 on the season.

On November 20,
Aucilla hit the hard-
wood against Franklin
County and the Lady
Warriors scalped their
opponent, with a 49-29
victory.

Pamela Watt scored
18 points, snagged nine
rebounds, seven assists
and four steals.

Brooke Kinsley
bucketed 14 points, had
seven rebounds and
two steals.

Ashley Schofill
scored six points, had
11 rebounds and two
steals.

Whitney Stevens
had five points.

Michaela Metcalf
had two points and
nine rebounds.

Ashli Cline had
one point and three re-
bounds.

Lauren Demott net-
ted two points and had
three rebounds.

Marisa Duber had
one point and six re-
bounds.

Aucilla faced off
against Highland
Christian Academy on
November 27, and the
Lady Warriors dropped
their opponent for a 35-
31 win. 

Schofill bucketed
10 points, with eight
rebounds and six
steals.

Metcalf  scored 10
points and had three
rebounds.

Kinsley bucketed
six points, with three
rebounds and three
steals.

Cline netted four
points, had nine re-
bounds and two steals.

Watt scored three
points, with nine as-
sists and eight steals.

Demott scored two
points.

Aucilla faced off
against FAMU, on No-
vember 29, and suf-
fered their first loss of
the season, 57-12.

Stevens scored six
points.

Cline had two
points, two rebounds
and one blocked shot.

Watt scored two
points, with three re-
bounds and five steals.

Metcalf  had two
points.

The Lady Warriors
hit the hardwood
against St. Francis, on
November 30, and Au-
cilla bounced their op-
ponent for a 36-27 win.

Watt bucketed 12
points, with four re-
bounds, seven assists
and 11 steals for a dou-
ble-double.

Cline scored 11
points and snagged 13
rebounds for a double-
double. She had four
steals, three draw
charges and two
blocked shots.

Schofill netted six
points, had three re-
bounds, two assists
and five steals.

Kinsley netted
three points and had
six rebounds.

Metcalf  had two
points, three rebounds
and one blocked shot.

Lauren Demott had
two points. 

Aucilla squared off
against Liberty Coun-
ty, on December 3, and
the Lady Warriors
came out on top with a
31-26 scoreboard.

Schofill scored 11
points, with five re-
bounds and two steals.

Kinsley netted
eight points and had
four rebounds.

Metcalf  bucketed
four points with three
rebounds.

Stevens had three
points and four re-
bounds.

Cline had three
points, two rebounds
and one blocked shot. 

Watt scored two
points, with five re-
bounds, three steals
and one blocked shot.

The Lady Warriors
hit the hardwood
against John Paul II,
on December 4, and Au-
cilla tossed their oppo-
nent for a 38-18 victory.

Cline bucketed
nine points, snagged
nine rebounds, with
three steals and one
blocked shot.

Watt targeted for

nine points, grabbed 12
rebounds, with eight
assists, eight steals
and two blocked shots.

Schofill netted for
eight points and had
five rebounds.

Kinsley netted for
five points, with six re-

bounds and four steals.
Metcalf  had four

points, four rebounds,
three assists and six
steals.

Stevens scored
three points.

Aucilla squared off
against Highland
Christian Academy on
December 6 and the
Lady Warriors were
downed for a 32-23 loss.

Watt scored seven
points, snagged 11 re-
bounds, five assists,
six steals and had two
blocked shots.

Stevens netted six
points and had two
steals.

Schofill scored four
points, with four re-
bounds and three
steals.

Metcalf  had three
points.

Cline had one point
and five rebounds.

Demott had four re-
bounds, two assists
and two steals.

Duber had four re-
bounds. 

The Lady Warriors
have since played
against FAMU, Decem-
ber 11 home; St. Fran-
cis, December 13 and
Munroe, December 14.
Those results will be
forthcoming.

Action continues
against Suwannee
County, December 20 at
6:30 p.m., away.
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By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene
Publishing, Inc. 

The Aucilla Christ-
ian Academy middle
school girls’ basketball
team took victories in
their past two games to

now stand at an unde-
feated 8-0 season.

The young Lady
Warriors hit the hard-
wood against Trinity
Catholic on December 4
and Aucilla came out on
top of  a 26-6 scoreboard.

Ramsey Sullivan
targeted for 11 points.

Kelly Horne netted
for nine points.

Camryn Grant
scored four points.

Katie James had
two points.

Aucilla squared off
against Highland Chris-
tian Academy on De-
cember 6 and the young
Lady Warriors scalped
their opponent for a 31-2
win. 

Sullivan scored 10
points.

Cali Burkett bucket-
ed eight points.

Horne netted five
points.

Brittany Hughes
scored two points.

Dena Bishop had
two points.

Carly Joiner scored
two points.

Abigail Morgan had
two points. 

The young Lady
Warriors played against
Maclay on December 14
ad those results will be
forthcoming. 

Action continues
against Lighthouse,
January 8 at 5 p.m.,
away; Lighthouse, Janu-
ary 10 at 5 p.m., home;
Maclay, January 15 at
4:30 p.m., away; Brook-
wood, January 17 at 4
p.m., away; and wrap-
ping up the season,
Trinity, January 18 at 4
p.m., home.

ACA Middle School Girls
Remain Undefeated

Varsity Lady Warriors
Take Five Of Seven

Did
You
Know...
The Great
Pyramids
used to be
as white as
snow 
because
they were
encased in
a bright
limestone
that has
worn off
over the
years?



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR
HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 
federal law and 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 
discrimination, write

USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

YARD
SALE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

HELP 
WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

Buy, 
Sell or Trade

In The 
Classifieds
Call 973-4141Call 973-4141

One Man’s Junk 
Is Another

Man’s Treasure 

www.greenepublishing.com
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Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
12/17/2012 THROUGH 12/23/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Deadline for 
Classifieds

Every Monday and
Wednesday 

3 p.m.

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

Move In Special
2 BD Trailer For Rent. $350

869-0916. 
2/8 - rtn, c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Advertising Sales 
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team 
player, able to handle 

multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire 

office staff.  Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the 
office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s
newspaper office, located at

1695 South SR 53, 
in Madison.

8/29 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.
No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.

Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.

386-362-1065.
12/5 - 12/26, pd

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 
lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Home for Rent
HUD Vouchers Accepted.

4 bed 2 bath. 
260 Gillislee St, Madison
Call 850-464-2452 or 
719-466-1348.

11/14 - 1/2, pd

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

Lazzyhen Farm
Small cottage, one person.
Includes direct t.v and wifi.
$400 month plus electric. No

pets. (850) 673-1117.
11/28 - rtn, pd

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

Greenville, 3/2 , nice house
on 6 high and dry city lots.
New windows, roof, heat &
ac, siding, master shower.
$92,000.00 Possible owner
financing.  850-599-5121.

12/12, 12/19, c
Near Lloyd;  

3/3 double wide. 
Very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace,
skylight, screenroom, 
carport, workshop on 5 
beautiful acres with live
stream, woods and fenced
pasture. Asking $129k, 
possible owner financing.

850-599-5121.
12/12, 12/19, c

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 
manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

LPN and RN
Lake Park of Madison

Fulltime and PRN Positions.
Contact Kim King HR or
Connie Walker DON.
(850)973-8277.

12/12 - 1/2, c

MADISON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE

AND RECYCLING 
DEPARTMENT
The Solid Waste and 

Recycling Department is 
accepting applications for the
employment of one part-time
collections site attendant to
perform duties as a floater
(minimum of 18 hours 
weekly).  Applicants may 
secure and complete 
their applications at the 

Courthouse Annex (second
floor) at the office of the
County Administrator, 
by close of business on 

December 27, 2012.  A copy
of the job description may be
picked up at the County 
Administrator’s office.  
Applicants must meet the
following criteria in order to
pass the initial paper screen:
• Reside in Madison County
• Possess a high school

diploma or a GED equivalent
• Be at least 21 years old
• Possess a valid Florida 

drivers license
• Have reliable transportation 
• Have a personal telephone

/contact capability
• Pass a favorable 
background check

• Capable of lifting at least,
but no more than 50 pounds
• Pass a favorable pre-
employment physical and
drug screening test

• Have no previous physical
injuries that would inhibit

work performance
• Be available to work 
weekends and holidays

The Madison County Solid
Waste and Recycling 
Department is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer that
performs duties in a drug

free work place.
12/12, 12/19, c

Now Hiring Store 
Managers & Assistant

Managers
We currently have

opportunities for a store
manager/assistant manager in
the Madison and Monticello
areas.  The position requires
management experience.
Qualified candidates must
have excellent customer 
service and employee 
relations skills. The 

successful candidate should
be capable of operating in a
fast paced environment.
Must have a flexible 
schedule and be self 

motivated.  Must be able to
train, motivate and prepare
employees for greater 
responsibilities using 

effective communications
skills. Benefits include:
Competitive pay, Bonus 

program, Performance-based
pay increases, Paid vacation,
holidays.Email resume to:

bculpepper@fasttrack-
stores.com.

12/12, 12/19, c
Administrator wanted for
new charter high school
in Madison, FL, opening 
in Aug 2013.  See

www.jmphs.org for details.
12/12 - 1/2, c

Drivers:  All Miles PAID
(Loaded & Empty)! Home

on the weekends!
Running Class-A CDL

Flatbed. Lease to Own-No
Money Down. 888-880-5916

12/19, pd

Business Opportunities
START NOW! OPEN RED
HOT DOLLAR, DOLLAR

PLUS, MAILBOX, 
DISCOUNT PARTY, $10
CLOTHING STORE, TEEN
STORE, FITNESS CENTER

FROM $51,900 
WORLDWIDE!

WWW.DRSS20.COM
(800)518-3064.
Employment

$1000 Bonus (1st 30 Hired)
Up to 47 cpm. New 

Equipment. Need CDL Class
A Driving Exp. 
(877)258-8782 

www.ad-drivers.com
Help Wanted

Drivers - HIRING 
EXPERIENCED/
INEXPERIENCED

TANKER DRIVERS! Earn
up to $.51 per Mile! New
Fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 Year
OTR Exp. Req. - Tanker
Training Available. Call 
Today: (877)882-6537

www.OakleyTransport.com
Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to

qualified drivers. 
Home most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 /

www.bulldoghiway.com.
EOE

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in

15 days! (888)368-1964.
Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS - 
Become an Aviation Mainte-
nance Tech. FAA approved
training. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing

available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
NURSING CAREERS begin
here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if 

qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute 
Orlando (877) 206-6559.

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. Call 

www.CenturaOnline.com
888-203-3179.

OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers - Class A Flatbed,

HOME EVERY 
WEEKEND! Pay 37?/mi,

Both ways, FULL 
BENEFITS, Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, 
Jacksonville, FL

TIRED OF LIVING 
PAYCHECK TO 

PAYCHECK? There's great
earning potential as a 

Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional
Truck Driver earns over
$700/wk*! 16-Day CDL
Training @ NFCC/

Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. CALL
TODAY! (866)467-0060
*DOL/BLS 2012.

Real Estate/ Land for Sale
20 ACRES FREE! Own 60
acres for 40 acre price/
payment. $0 Down,
$168/mo. Money Back 
Guarantee, NO CREDIT
CHECKS. Beautiful Views,
West Texas. (800)843-7537

www.sunsetranches.com
Skilled Trades/ Crafts
Experienced Telephone 
Lineman. Must have Class
“A” CDL, Current medical
certification, Ability to travel
Benefits, vacation, holidays

Contact Jeannette 
@ 814-474-1174
Or email resume to 

Jeannettebrown@thayerpc.com

Christmas Bazaar Sale
126 NE School Rd 
(off Madison Hwy) 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. 
Christmas items, flower
arrangements, jewelry, arts
and crafts, household items,
boyds bears, coca-cola 
products and lots more.

Bring this ad in and receive
$5 off of a purchase of $25

or more.
12/19, pd
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All Legals are posted on line at 
www.greenepublishing.com

----Legals----

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2012-94-CP
PROBATE DIVISION 

IN RE:  The Estate of 
WILLIAM JACKSON HUNTER, SR., 

Deceased. 
______________________________\

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ENTITLED ESTATE AND ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID
ESTATE: 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the administration of the estate of William
Jackson Hunter, Sr., deceased, is pending in the Circuit Court in and for Madison
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is the Madison County
Courthouse, Post Office Box 237, Madison, Florida  32341.  The name and ad-
dress of the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney
are set forth below. 
All persons having claims or demands against the estate are required, WITHIN
THREE CALENDAR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NOTICE to file with the clerk of the above styled court a writ-
ten statement of any claim or demand they may have.  Each claim must be in
writing and must indicate the basis for the claim, the name and address of the cred-
itor or his agent or attorney, and the amount claimed.  If the claim it not yet due,
the date when it will become due shall be stated.  If the claim is contingent or
unliquidated, the nature of the uncertainty shall be stated.  If the claim is secured,
the security shall be described.  The claimant shall deliver sufficient copes of the
claim to the clerk to enable the clerk to mail one (1) copy to the personal repre-
sentative. 
All persons interested in the estate to whom a copy of this Notice of Administra-
tion has been mailed are required, WITHIN THREE CALENDAR MONTHS
FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE to file
any objections they may  have that challenges the validity of the qualifications of
the personal representative, or the venue or jurisdiction of the Court. 
ALL CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL FOREVER BE
BARRED. 
Date of the first publication of this Notice of Administration: December 12, 2012. 
THE HARDEE LAW FIRM, PL
Cary A. Hardee, II WILLIAM J. HUNTER, JR. 
Post Office Drawer 450 Personal Representative
Madison, Florida  32341 366 NW Finch Way
Telephone (850) 973-4007 Greenville, Florida  32331
Florida Bar No.: 133856
Attorney for Personal Representative

12/12, 12/19

12/12, 12/19
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.  2012-96-CP
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

FRANK ELLIOTT LEACH
a/k/a FRANK E. LEACH
Deceased.

______________________________________
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of FRANK ELLIOTT LEACH, deceased,
whose date of death was September 26, 2012; is pending in the Circuit Court for
Madison County, Florida, Probate Division; File Number 2012-96-CP; the names
and addresses of the personal representative and the personal representative’s at-
torney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons, who have claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, and who have been served a copy of this notice, must file their claims with
this court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons who have claims or de-
mands against the decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, must file their claims with this court WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,

ANY CLAIMS FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS De-
cember 12, 2012.
Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representative:
/s/ Clay A. Schnitker /s/ Cherrie M. Neil
Clay A. Schnitker Cherrie M. Neil
Fla Bar No.349143 626 SE Sequoyah Trail
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A. Lee, Florida 32059
Post Office Drawer 652
Madison, Florida 32341
(850) 973-4186
Email: cschnitker@earthlink.net

12/12, 12/19

December 12

12/12, 12/19

12/12, 12/19

Advertisement for Bid
Madison County Board of County Commissioners of Madison, Florida will accept
sealed bids from licensed Contractors for the Re-painting of Exterior of EOC
Building located in Madison. This project is funded is by FEMA. 
You are invited to bid on scope of:  pressure clean exterior CMU, Re-paint exteri-
or surface of CMU with one coat of clear “Thorocoat” waterproof coating and one
coat tinted “Thorocoat” to match existing colors. Application rate and method of
application per manufacturer instructions.  Successful bidder will be given a No-
tice to proceed and have 30 days to complete.
All Bids must be on a lump sum basis; segregated Bids will not be accepted. 
Emergency Management of Madison will receive sealed bids until __2_ pm on
January 8, 2013 @ Madison County Board of County Commission Ofiice, 112
East Pinckney Street Suite 219, Madison, Fl 32340, ATTENTION: Allen Cherry,
County Coordinator.  Bids received after that time will not be accepted.  Bids will
be opened publicly and read aloud on January 8, 2013 @ 2:01pm in Conference
Room of 219. 
General Contractors and Subcontractors may ask questions of the scope to Archi-
tect office Will Rutherford at 850-385-6153.  
There will not be a Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference.   Each bidder should visit the
site at 1083 SW Harvey Green Road to obtain quantities and any site conditions
to consider in bid. There shall be no waivers or increases to bid for unknown con-
ditions or size of areas after bid. 
.  
. 
Madison County reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any and all
Bids.  

12/19, 12/26

NOTICE OF OFFERING PROPERTY FOR SALE BY BID
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners (the

“Board”) of Madison County, Florida (the “County”) is offering property for sale
to the highest bidder as set out below.  The property offered is as follows:

Lot 85 of TWIN RIVER FARMS SUBDIVISION, a subdivision as per the
plat thereof filed in Plat Book 1, Page “T”, of the Public Records of Madison
County, Florida.

Parcel ID No.: 08-1S-11-1515-085-000
Address: 356 NE Jacaranda Terrace

Lee, Florida 32059
TOGETHER WITH a 2000 FTWD mobile home, Title Number 80847807

and 80847870, ID numbers GAFLX35A16977-HH21 and GAFLX35B16977-
HH21, located thereon.

All bids shall be for cash and submitted sealed.  All bids must be accompa-
nied by a cashier’s or certified check, made payable to “Madison County”, for not
less than 5% of the bid amount or $1,000.00, whichever is less.  All checks ac-
companying unsuccessful bids shall be returned to the bidder uncashed after the
award of the bid.  The check accompanying the successful bid shall be immedi-
ately deposited, shall be non-refundable, and shall be the earnest money deposit.
The earnest money deposit shall be credited against the purchase price at closing.
Should the successful bidder not be able to pay the remainder of the purchase
price, in full, within the required time, the successful bidder shall loose all claim
to the above property and the earnest money deposit shall be forfeited to the Coun-
ty, without further action by the Board.

Closing shall be held within 30 days after the date the bid is awarded by
the Board.  The successful bidder shall pay the difference between the earnest
money deposit already paid and the purchase price, in full, at closing, by
cashier’s check or other certified funds.  At closing the successful bidder will re-
ceive (1) for real property: a deed as provided in Section 125.411, Florida
Statutes, (2) for titled property: a power of attorney, executed title, bill of sale or
similar documents and (3) for all non-titled personal property: a bill of sale.  It
shall be the responsibility of the successful bidder to have any deeds recorded
and titles transferred and pay all taxes, costs and fees associated with the transfer
of the property including, without limitation, documentary stamp taxes, sales
taxes, recording costs, transfer taxes and transfer fees.  Ad valorem taxes and as-
sessments, if any, shall not be prorated.

The above real and/or personal property is being sold “as is, where is”,
with no warranties or representations concerning the accuracy of the legal de-
scription, condition of title, number of acres, access, zoning, environmental sta-
tus, flood proneness, habitability, fitness for a particular purpose or any other
matters.

Bids must be received in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at
Room No. 101, Madison County Courthouse, 125 SW Range Avenue, Madison,
Florida, 32340, (Mailing address:  Post Office Box 237, Madison Florida 32341-
0237) no later than 5:00 p.m., on January 30, 2013.  The bids will be publically
opened and tabulated by staff in the Board’s Meeting Room located at Room No.
107, Madison County Courthouse Annex, 229 SW Pinckney Street, Madison,
Florida, 32340 at 10:00 a.m., on February 1, 2013.  The Board shall take action
on the bids at its regularly scheduled meeting to be held at the Board’s Meeting
Room located at Room No. 107, Madison County Courthouse Annex, 229 SW
Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida, 32340 at 9:00 a.m., on February 6, 2013.

Notwithstanding anything else herein to the contrary, the Board reserves
the right to reject any and all bids for any or no reason as may be in the in the
best interest of the Board and to, at any time prior to closing, unilaterally cancel
the sale with no liability to the Board other than return of the earnest money de-
posit.  The Board further reserves the right to waive any irregularity in the bid
process which does not affect the substance of the bid,

All question concerning the above should be directed to Allen Cherry,
County Coordinator at (850) 973-3179.

DATED on December 14, 2012.
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: /s/ Tim Sanders

Tim Sanders, Clerk
12/19, 12/26

12/19, 12/26, 1/2

12/19, 12/26

12/19, 12/26

12/19, 12/26
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY

    
   the company I worked for eliminated my position. There is a high demand for electricians in the  
   area, and I believe earning a diploma in electrical systems will lead me to a career that will  
   allow me to support my family. I chose Wiregrass, and I encourage you to do the same. You can  
     
         -Jose, Coffee Campus 
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

In the craft room, seated at a table filled with boxes of  beads, bangles and
bling, about seven or eight ladies of  the Madison Senior Center were busy cre-
ating colorful earrings, bracelets and necklaces for their ongoing Christmas
bazaar.

“Sometimes people just stop by and see what we have, and other times they
request special items,” said Marianne Graves, who works at the center.  

As an example, Ella Mae Brown held up a matching red-and-white bead
necklace, bracelet and earring set she was making for a lady who wanted to
wear them to a Christmas cantata.

The Senior Center is located at 1161 SW Harvey Greene Drive and is open
monday through Friday, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  For more information about the
bazaar or to ask for directions, contact the staff  at (850) 973-4241, or come on out
and see what the ladies have been making.

Greene Publishing Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 11, 2012

(Left to right) Lorine Quinn, Angie Cisco, Nellie Mae Lawrence, Sue Downing
and Jenyethyl Woods are hard at work creating pretty things from the endless ar-
ray of beads and other supplies on the table.

Madison Seniors Get Crafty And 
Creative For Christmas Bazaar

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 11, 2012

Ella Mae Brown, Cora Huckaba and Sue Downing hold up their jewelry cre-
ations in the craft room at the Madison Senior Center.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Lynette Norris, 

December  11,  2012

The holiday spirit
shines in Bob and Lilly
Smith’s yard, located cat-
ty-cornered from Beggs’
Funeral Home and se-
lected by the Madison
Garden Club for its De-
cember Yard of the
Month Award.   With the
nativity scene framed by
tall sago palms in the
front yard, and the porch
bedecked with green gar-
lands and big red rib-
bons, Christmas cheer
greets all those who
pass by.  

Garden Club Selects Yard Of The Month For December
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Originally used as a device to keep children quiet and
focused on the real meaning of  Christmas, the candy cane is
now a staple of  the holiday seasons. 

In 1670, a German choirmaster noticed children getting
fidgety and bored during church services. Due to their length,
Christmas services were usually the hardest to get children
to be still and stay focused during church. 

Years after employing such techniques as threats and
spankings, the choirmaster hit upon an idea that many of  the
congregation saw as bordering on bribery. He had a candy
maker bend white sticks of  hard candy into the shape of  a
shepherd’s staff. He chose this because it would take the chil-
dren a long time to eat it. He figured that the longer they
licked the candy, the quieter they would remain. 

Realizing that many in the church did not approve of  the
candy, the choirmaster created a holiday lesson to justify giv-
ing the candy to the children. Before the service, he would
hand out the candy and explain to the children that the candy
had been shaped into a shepherd’s staff  to remind them of
the shepherds’ role that first Christmas. He also reminded
them that Jesus was known as the Good Shepherd. 

Within 100 years, the candy cane became a tasty
Christmas decoration and was placed on Christmas trees

throughout Europe. The tradition was carried to England
when Prince Albert married Queen Victoria. After the War
Between the States, the candy canes were added to American
Christmas trees. 

Bob McCormick, a candy maker from Albany, Ga., began
experimenting with the candy canes in the 1920s and found a
way to hand twist colors into them. Once they hit the market,
sales of  his colorful canes quickly outpaced those of  the tra-
ditional white canes. 

Using McCormick’s method, an Indiana candy maker
added three red stripes to the previously solid white canes. He
came up with a story to explain the legend of  the candy cane. 

The legend that the Indiana candy maker told was that
the three red stripes represent the Trinity and that the red
color stands for the blood Jesus shed on Calvary for the sins
of  the world. The white stands for purity and the crook sym-
bolizes the staff  of  a shepherd. Turning the cane upside
down, he pointed out that it was now the letter “J,” standing
for Jesus, the babe in the manger. 

As the story spread, churches began to give out candy
canes to children. Today, the tradition continues with some
placing the canes on Christmas trees. Some tie the canes to
Christmas packages along with the bows. Others give candy
canes as gifts in the stocking. It makes for an awesome evan-
gelism tool during the Christmas season. 

HistoryHistory
Behind TheBehind The
Candy CaneCandy Cane
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

According to the
Mayan Long Count
Calendar, time is run-
ning out for the world –
in fact, Friday,
December 21, 2012, is
the last day recorded in
the ancient Meso-
American calendar, a
complex and intricate
system of  date calcula-
tions as precise as any
modern day calendar.  

According to the
Long-Count Calendar,
the current cycle of
time we are in is set to
expire on that date, and
some popular beliefs
hold that this is the lit-
eral end of  the world,
or at least the begin-
ning of  cataclysmic
changes that will forev-
er alter civilization as
we know it.

It has certainly
been fodder a few
doomsday mega-disas-
ter movies such as
Sony Pictures’ 2009
release, “2012,” star-
ring John Cusack.  The
end of  the world can be
a mesmerizing cine-
matic theme, and with
today’s digital technol-
ogy, the possibilities for
special effect are pretty
awesome.

Previous dates have
brought predictions of
disaster as well.
Perhaps the most mem-
orable is the final
countdown to the year
2000, that spawned the
FOX-TV series
“Millennium” as well
as dire predictions of
massive computer pro-
gramming glitches that
would be unable to rec-

ognize the new millen-
nium, resulting in mas-
sive communication
disruptions and world-
wide chaos.

Whether or not peo-
ple of  faith hold with
the popular interpreta-
tions of  the 2012 date,
the ending countdowns
of  recent years, includ-
ing the end of  the mil-
lennium in 2000, and
now with the upcoming
end date of  the Mayan
Calandar, has a lot of
people pondering the
subject, and it some-
times it doesn’t seem to
matter whether or not
they are of  any particu-
lar religious bent.
Something about the
end of  days seems to be
in the air.  Tune into
National Geographic’s
“Doomsday Preppers”
or the History
Channel’s “Prophets of
Doom,” or any docu-
mentary/news pro-
gram about global
warming, dwindling
natural resources or
which unstable third-
world country now has
nuclear capability or
has just launched a
scary-sounding rocket

into orbit, and one just
might get the sense of
time running out, no
matter what his or her
religious beliefs.

Even without the
all the outright dooms-
day productions, other
shows such as the
History Channel’s “Life
After People,” chroni-
cling how the edifices
of  modern civilization
will eventually crum-
ble away should people
suddenly vanish from
the planet, seem to con-
vey a growing sense of
human impermanence
and mortality.  

For the last 2000
years, those of  the
Christian faith have
believed firmly in the
end-time doctrine of
Christ returning to
earth to fulfill the
prophecies in
Revelation, especially
during the first decades
after the crucifixion,
when followers of
Christ expected His
return within their
own lifetimes.  

Centuries came and
went without this
occurrence.  ...Story
cont. on Page 6B...
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End Of Days As 
Christmas Approaches?



On a Christmas several years ago I received as a
gift a very nice terrycloth bathrobe.  I was pleased to
receive it for I had often wanted one.  I looked for the
size of  the bathrobe and discovered that it said, “one
size fits all.”  Well those of  you who know me are
already grinning from ear-to-ear.  There was no way
that I was ever going to fit onto a bathrobe that
claims to fit “all.”  Bathrobes must necessarily come
in different sizes; I ended up exchanging my gift for
a size “ye gads!”

Words are a lot like that too.  We in the English-
speaking world often use words that are “one size fits
all.”  I’m thinking especially of  the word “love” this
morning.

We love a lot of  things.  We love our families, we

love to fish, we love onion rings, and we love certain
programs on television.  This “one size fits all” over-
usage of  the word “love” often has little real mean-
ing on the subject of  our affections.  In fact it could
even have a deleterious effect on our relationships.  

Most men, for example, tend to shy away from
the word “love.”  Oh, we’re not afraid of  affection
and devotion to another, but somehow declaring
“love” somehow gets in the way of  our real emo-
tions.  

“Love” connotes a warm, squishy and fuzzy feel-
ing that is difficult for most men to conjure.  We pre-
fer words that are more concrete and words that are
less apt to be misconstrued.  As an example, it has
become fashionable these days for a man to tell
another man that “I love you, man.”  Most of  us are
still uncomfortable with that one.  That one comes
attached to male purses and earrings.

“Love” is used a lot in the church too.  We hear of
God’s love and we learn that we are to love one
another even as God has loved us.  And here’s the
point I want to make:  A lot of  men hear these words
and there’s a disconnect with the meaning.  A man
going around “loving” everyone in the modern sense
of  the word would soon find himself  on the-outside-
looking-in, so to speak.  We need a clearer under-
standing of  the word “love” if  most men are going to
live out the Gospel in their lives.

God’s love for us could be better understood if
we talked of  God’s mercy and grace.  It’s through
mercy and grace that God’s love is manifested

toward us.  We who are sinners yet claim the hope of
true peace and joy through Jesus Christ are standing
in the middle of  God’s mercy and grace.

What of  our Lord’s admonition that we are “to
love one another.”  We cannot extend much mercy to
others; most of  us are not in a position to do so.  If  I
were standing before my good friend Judge Wetzel
Blair I would be hoping and praying for mercy, but
most of  us are in no position to offer mercy to anyone.

What about peace?  If  we were able to offer peace
to the world we wouldn’t have our children in harm’s
way in the Middle East and Korea.  If  our forefathers
knew how to do “peace” there wouldn’t have been
two World wars in the 20th Century and 12-million
innocent dead in Europe during Hitler’s regime.

Perhaps our love for one another could best be
described by the words “justice and charity.”  By jus-
tice I mean that we treat each other the way Jesus
commanded us to.  “Do unto others as you would
have others do unto you.”  Feed the poor, clothe the
naked, and provide shelter for the homeless.  The
word charity means sharing our gifts with others.
We can offer warmth and affection.  We can extend
hope and joy to others.  Opening our homes to others
is great but opening our arms to others is the great-
est gift we can give.

Jesus said, “As you have done unto the least of
these—you have done unto me.”  2011 is a new
year for every one of  us.  It hasn’t yet been marred
by evil.  Let us love one another, even as God has
loved us.
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The 
Pulpit

Rev. Lee FerDon
United Methodist Church

Love



Here I am, twisted up in the same desperate
situation again this year. It’s not my fault – I swear
it’s not. Anticipating this jumbled mess, and hav-
ing been stuck in it many times before, I planned
carefully to avoid it. 
A year ago I employed a deliberate strategy to

prevent this very disaster, and I put in painstak-
ing efforts to manage my risk. But now I see that
my preemptive planning was an obvious failure.
Forces beyond my control have conspired against
me to deceive and weave a tangled web. My dilem-
ma? The annual hanging of  the Christmas lights. 
When I put these lights away in the attic last

January they were in perfect arranged order. I
had rolled and packed them so carefully, I just

knew the strings of  blinking colors would burst
from their boxes unfettered. Instead, every strand
– every single strand I tell you – looks like a giant
bird’s nest.
How did this happen? Do the electrical cords

naturally convulse like this? Is this how Santa’s
elves keep themselves busy in the summer
months – sneaking into our attics, basements, and
storage units to twist and kink our well-organized
Christmas decorations? Bah, humbug to it all, I
say.
I doubt that Joseph had any holiday lights to

string up on the first Christmas, but he had to feel
like a big tangled mess had just landed in his lap.
One day everything made sense. The next day
nothing did. One moment he had a well-conceived
plan. The next moment he had a mess on his
hands. In January his life was in order, boxed
nicely for the future. In December, that same life
had devolved into chaos. 
One day Joseph was driving nails, building

furniture, and doing what carpenters do, and the
next he was in the middle of  a divine conspiracy.
One day he was single, planning a wedding to the
fair and beautiful Mary, and the next he was mar-
ried, preparing to rear a child that was definitely

not his. One day Joseph was at home in Nazareth
in blissful, warm familiarity, and the next he was
fighting off  the midnight cold in a strange
Bethlehem stable as a new child was born into the
world. Forces beyond his control were definitely
at work.
What did Joseph do with this tangled web? He

went to work untangling every twisted strand of
it. He took on the responsibility that had found
him. Buoyed by his faith, he believed this child
birthed by Mary was the miraculous, chosen One
of  God – the Messiah. 
Joseph chose to play the role of  father to a

child that was not his. He bore the scandalous
stares and the hushed small-town gossip about his
wife and his adopted son. He kept driving nails,
kept building furniture, and kept doing what car-
penters do, unraveling each stubborn strand as he
went.
I’m sure there were a few knots that never

came undone for Joseph. Like: How can God take
the form of  a helpless, human baby? Why did God
choose Mary to bring this child into the world?
Why did God pick him to be the child’s surrogate
father? There were no answers to such questions;
at least no easy answers. ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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Oh The Tangled Web We Must Unweave
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B

And for us, there are often not enough answers to go around either, just
twisting questions and more impossible knots. What do we do? We sit down
on the floor with whatever life, God, Providence, or destiny has dealt to us
and we untangle as much as we can. 

We live. We take on the responsibility that has found us. We keep doing
whatever it is we do; we stay after it. And why? Because if  we are going to
live life, it will mean persisting through the confusion; there’s no other
choice.

So when your well-ordered, well-kept life explodes into a tangled mess –
and it will – what are you going to do? You can point fingers, blame others,
curse the Fates, ask a million unanswerable questions, or you can get on
with untangling things as you go. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can read more and receive regular e-columns in
your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

A Christmas Wish
For You

By Daryl Williams

May you find Christmas cheer
As you find Jesus near.

May you find joy each day
As He leads you all the way.
May angels sing His glory

As they tell the Christmas story.
May shepherds watch by night
As they view the glorious sight.
May wise men come from far

Following Bethlehem’s beautiful
star.

May all bow to Him -
This child of Bethlehem!
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Some sects have attempted to pinpoint the
date of  the Second Coming, even predicting
the exact date, and their followers have gath-
ered on mountaintops to wait, only to be dis-
appointed.

With the current preoccupation with “the
end of  time,” as the Christmas season
approaches, here is a brief, general view of
some Christian teachings regarding the
Second Coming.

In Matthew 24:36, Jesus tells his disciples
that “no one knows the date and the hour” of
His return.  Later on in that chapter, verse 44,
we are told that the Son of  Man would come at
an hour we do not expect.  In chapter 25,
verse13,we are told to “watch, therefore, and
be prepared.”

In several other verses, the same theme
occurs:  Christians will not know the precise
date or the hour, but they are nevertheless to
watch and be prepared, for when He returns it
will be to fulfill his mission of  the salvation of
all those who believe.

If  we are indeed living in the end times,
with much of  the world slowly beginning to
ponder the end of  mankind or at least the end
of  civilization as they know it, perhaps there
is no time like the present to make people
equally aware of  the gospel of  salvation.   The
Bible also speaks of  not waiting until the the
time of  harvest to begin work, because now is
the time to be working.  In John 4:35, Jesus tell
his disciples that fields are now at this very
second “white unto harvest.”

At this very moment, perhaps there are
people in the world who are now more recep-
tive than ever to the word of  God, because
they are so aware of  what seems to be happen-
ing in the world around them.  

Whether or not Dec. 21 is the end of  time,
Jesus told his followers not to focus on a spe-
cific date, but to be working and be prepared
for his return.  

While they do that, barring anything else
unusual happening, they’ll probably be cele-
brating His birth on Dec. 25.

End Of Days
Continued from Page 2B
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Mistletoe: Not Just
For Kissing At Christmas

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 
A plant, associated with Christmas and kissing, used to be able to stop pitched battles. 
Vikings used to be engaged in heated combat when they would realize they were fighting

under trees where mistletoes grew and the battle would stop. The plant became a symbol of
peace and was recognized as a marker placed by God to demand nations find a way to create

real peace. 
Mistletoe’s legend grew and the plant was also recognized as a protector and was believed

that it might also help fight disease. It was also used in funerals as a symbol that the body (tree)
may have died but the soul (the mistletoe) hadn’t.

Pastors in England began using mistletoe to evangelize. It was explained that the world,
before Christ, was barren and hopeless, filled with war and pain. Christ brought light and hope into
the world. According to legend, mistletoe grew from the Cross, representing Christ’s great triumph
over death and the grave. The plant became a symbol to Christians of faith so strong that it would
grow even in darkness. 

European Christians posted the plant over their doors to show the world they believed in
the love God sent us through His Son. 

When a courting couple passed under the plant, they had to stop and kiss. The belief
was that if they did, God would bless their love. 

Mistletoe became a part of the Christmas tradition several hundred years ago.
It represents four elements of Christian life: love, hope, peace and faith. 

With mistletoe hanging over the door, or in our houses, it is a symbol
that can remind us of God’s love. It also reminds us to put action into

our thoughts, words and deeds. 
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The Pastor, Reverend Oliver Bradley and Genesis Missionary Baptist
Church Family would like to invite everyone to join us Saturday, January 12,
2013 at 6 p.m. for our 1st Choirs on Parade and Sunday, January 13, 2013 at 3
p.m. for the celebration of  the Church’s Fourth Anniversary. Our theme is,
“Celebrating, Visioning, Serving & Praising,” as we are continuing to lean
on our Heavenly Father for His guidance. The speaker will be the Reverend
George Williams & the Mt. Olive Church Family of  Perry. Dinner will be
served

The church will also have their annual calendar, this year’s theme will
focus on the children Genesis Kids 4 Christ 2013 Calendars, for a donation of
$5.00 and you can pre-order. Place your orders before on or before December
21, 2012 because they go fast every year. Contact Gianni Jackson at (850) 973-
1339 or Gloria J. Washington (850) 973-6750. If  no answer leave message.

Gwendolyn T. Hubbard, Program Chairperson
Gloria J. Washington, Calendar Coordinator
Reverend Oliver Bradley, Pastor

GENESIS M.B. CHURCH
TO CELEBRATE FOURTH

ANNIVERSARY The Madison Branch
of  the Church of  Jesus
Christ of  Latter-day Saints
is sponsoring a live
Nativity Scene to celebrate
the birth of  Christ.

DATE:
Thursday, Dec. 20
TIME:
5:30 PM to 8:30 PM
LOCATION: 
The LDS Church,

Highway 90 West at Pickle
Lane (on the hill) in
Madison

Videos will be shown
and refreshments provid-
ed inside the Church also.

The public is invited.

Live Nativity Scene
In Madison
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

New Testament School will be holding a drawing
for a Rossi Youth Model Shotgun and Centerfire Rifle
Combo (.243 Caliber, 20 gauge). This combo is valued
at $352. 

The drawing will be held on December 20 with
Police Chief  Gary Calhoun pulling the winning
name.  The cost of  tickets is $3 each and can be pur-
chased at the Pawn Shop, at New Testament School or
at Cucinella’s Brick Oven Pizzeria.

The drawing is sponsored by Gunslingers Pawn
and Gun on 290 South Duval Ave, Madison, FL (850)
973-4869.   

New Testament
Drawing For

Youth Shotgun

Photo submitted

Chad Jones, the owner of Gunslinger Pawn and Gun Shop is seen with the Rossi Youth Model Shotgun and
Centerfire Rifle Combo that New Testament is holding a drawing for. 
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