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Greenville Man
Killed In Taylor
County Accident

Wed. December 12, 2012

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.
A Greenville man was killed in an auto accident
in Taylor County on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 8.
According to a Florida Highway Patrol report,
at approximately 2:20 p.m., Jeffrey Lee Swain, 52, of
Greenville, was southbound on US 221 in a 1995 Geo
Prizm.
At the same time, Jerrie Catherine Murphy, 53,
of Perry, was northbound on US 221 in a 2002 Ford
F150 pickup.
Swain’s Prizm crossed the center line and continued across the northbound lane in front of Murphy’s pickup.
The front of Murphy’s pickup struck the right
side of Swain’s car.
It is believed that tire failure from the Prizm
contributed to this crash.
Swain was pronounced dead at the scene by Taylor County EMS.
Murphy was taken to Doctors Memorial Hospital in Perry where she was treated for serious injuries.
FHP Trooper Gus Smyrnios was the investigating officer.
FHP Cpl. Donnie Pitts was the traffic homicide
investigator.

New Address For
Sex Offender

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.
A sex offender, living in Madison, has
changed his residence.
Gregory
Wayne
Freeman had been living
at 2062 NE Delphinium
Drive in Madison, but
has since moved to 598
SW Horry Avenue in
Madison.
Freeman’s qualifying offense is a Weaver,
Utah conviction for sexual abuse of a minor.
Freeman is a 50year-old white male, who
stands 5’6” tall and

Gregory Wayne Freeman
weighs 180 pounds. He
has brown hair and
brown eyes.

Account Set Up For
Judy Diehl Medical
Expenses At
Bank Of America
By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.
An account to help
Judy Diehl with medical
expenses has been set up
at the Bank of America in
Madison.
Diehl discovered that
she had breast cancer in
October when she discovered a lump on her breast.
Please see Judy Diehl
on Page 3A

It’s Time For
Santa Letters
Santa’s making a
list and he’s checking it twice. It’s that
time of year to show
Santa who the good
girls and boys have
been and for them to
write letters to Santa
Claus.
Greene Publishing, Inc. can save
children the cost of
postage to send letters to the North
Pole. Children can
instead send their
letters to Greene Publishing, which will
publish the
Please See Santa
on Page 3A
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Truck Driver Killed
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VOL. 49 NO. 19
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Frozen food litters the landscape, after a 2012 Freightliner tractor-trailer hit a tree, costing the life of its
driver.
The semi continued traveling in a northeasterly
By Jacob Bembry
direction, failing to stop before the front of it hit a
Greene Publishing, Inc.
A semi truck driver was killed in a traffic acci- large pine tree.
Moses was pronounced dead at the scene.
dent, just west of Greenville, on Saturday, Dec. 8, at
All debris from the crash was located on the
approximately 1 p.m.
According to a Florida Highway Patrol report, north shoulder of the roadway.
The Madison County Sheriff ’s Office, Greenville
Daniel G. Moses, 39, of Van Buren, Ark., was eastbound on Interstate 10, near the 238-mile marker, Volunteer Fire Department, Madison Fire and Rescue and Madison County EMS also responded to the
driving a 2012 Freightliner semi.
For unknown reasons, the semi left the east- scene.
FHP Cpl. Carlton B. Yarbrough was the investibound lane of traffic and traveled through the medigating officer and the traffic investigator.
an, crossing both westbound lanes of traffic.
Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Heather Bowen, December 8, 2012

B.E.A.R. Center Focus Of
Emotional School Board Meeting
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.
The fate of the
B.E.A.R. Center drew
criticism and sometimes
heated debate at the Dec.
4 school board meeting.
School board chair Bart
Alford mentioned reports of frequent fights
at the Center, expressing
concern that a student
or instructor could get
hurt if nothing were
done about the situation,
and school board member VeEtta Hagen asked
about the feasibility of
pulling the contract with
the Center.
Executive Director

Sean Golder of Twin
Oaks stood at the podium for quite a while,
sorting through rumors
and reports of student
misconduct, in what appeared to be case of
mixed signals, failure of
communication and/or
a larger than expected
influx of students – 40
rather than the expected
17 – that overwhelmed
the system.
The school board
contracted with Twin
Oaks to take over operation of the Madison Excel School shortly before
the school year began.
At the Tuesday night

meeting, Golder expressed confusion over
how the discipline of unruly, disruptive students
was to be handled, stating that he had understood at first that the
B.E.A.R Center, as an alternative school setting,
would be allowed to use
alternatives to suspension and expulsion, only
to be told later that the
Center had to follow the
same policy as the rest of
the school district, and
use suspension and expulsion. Golder protested that putting such kids
Please See B.E.A.R. on
Page 3A

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Lynette Norris, December 4, 2012

Sean Golder, Executive Director of the
B.E.A.R. Center, appears
at the Dec. 4 school
board meeting to discuss
reports of student behavior issues.

T.C. “Curry” Merchant, Jr. Passes Away

Judy Diehl

2 Sections, 22 Pages

50 cents

9A
7A
4A
2A

Thomas Curry Merchant, Jr., a former newspaper owner and publisher, passed away peacefully in
Highlands, N.C., on December 5, 2012, at the age of
96.
He was a resident of Madison for 82
years and of Highlands, N.C. for 14
years.
Survivors include his four
children, Shirley Merchant Johnson (Jim), of Highlands, N.C.,
Mae Merchant Clark (Larry
Lokken),
of
Gainesville,
Thomas Curry Merchant III
and Mary Anthony Merchant,
Ph.D. (John Green), both of Atlanta, Ga.; three grandchildren,
William Burton Clark V
(Danielle) of Chapel Hill, N.C.,
Corrie Elizabeth Clark, Ph.D.
(Andy Turner) of Washington, D.C.,
and Major Christopher D. Wills,
USMC (Julie); and five great-grandchildren, Gavin Thomas Clark, Selwyn Taylor
Clark, Sayge Clark Turner, Olivia Taylor Wills
and Thomas Christopher Wills.
Thomas Curry Merchant, Jr. was born April 2,
1916 in Madison, the only child of Mae Talmadge
McKeithen Merchant and Thomas Curry Merchant,
Sr. In 1938, he received a B.A. in Journalism from
the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of

Florida. At Florida, he was the manager of the band
and a member of Theta Chi fraternity. He graduated
from the University of Florida College of Law in
1939 and was admitted to the Florida Bar.
In 1943, he graduated from the Harvard
Business School with a Masters in
Business Administration.
During World War II, he was
stationed at various posts in
the United States, including
Maine, where he participated
in a test of winter equipment
for a possible invasion of
Japan, and Greenville, S,C,,
where he met his future wife,
Shirley Anthony Merchant.
They were married from 1946
until her death in 2000.
After the war, Mr. Merchant
decided not to practice law and
returned to Madison to work with
his father at the weekly newspaper
his father and uncle had purchased in
1910, the Madison Enterprise-Recorder. Later,
when asked how long he’d been in the newspaper
business, he’d say since age four - when he began
helping his father around the print shop. He was always interested in political matters and served two
terms in the House of Representatives of the
Please see Merchant on Page 3A

Local Weather

2A - Viewpoints_Layout 1 12/11/12 9:35 AM Page 1

VIEWPOINTS & OPINIONS

2A • Madison County Carrier

www.greenepublishing.com

CRACKER SEZ
‘Uh Matter Of Opinion

Billy Roy Thompson, the little
neighbor boy that used ta’ ride his bicycle over, is in college now on ‘uh
football scholarship. He came ta’ see
me n’ Sweet Tater ( that’s what I call
my wife, Tate). He’s ‘uh right smart
feller. He’s on the honor roll.
Billy said ‘uh cheer leader’s
boyfriend broke up with her and then
she found out she was pregnant. Billy
said she was think’n about abort’n the
baby. Billy asked Sweet Tater what she
thought about abortion.
Sweet Tater didn’t answer right
off, then she asked Billy what he
thought. Billy said he didn’t have ‘uh
strong opinion. Then she asked him
how he felt when he was 10 years old.
Billy said he didn’t much think on it at
10. She asked him what he thought
when he was 5 years old. Billy said he
didn’t recollect even know’n what
abortion was at 5. Then Sweet Tater
told him ta’ try ‘n go way back ta’
when his hands ‘n toes was formed
and his brain was nearbout developed.
Billy said, “ I’m sure I wouldn’t

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist
have wanted ta’ miss out on hunt’n n’
fish’n ‘er play’n football. I recon I’d
‘uh had ‘uh strong opinion against
abortion at that age.” He said, “Mrs
Sweet Tater, I think I’ll try ‘n have ‘uh
heart ta’ heart talk with that cheer
leader when I get back ta’ school.”
Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
( Cracker fer short )

Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma
for comma, as sent to this newspaper.
WHY WORRY?
With all of the hype going on about
the world coming to an end in December 2012 , a few thoughts come to mind.
I have heard various people say
that they are 100% convinced that it
will happen and sometime in November or early December of 2012 they are
going to withdraw all of their money
and sell all of their stocks, if they really believe it all I can say is, WHY WORRY?
A majority of the world scientists
say that it’s a fact that every so many
hundred thousand years the earth is
completely destroyed and we are at that
time frame again during 2012, BUT,
they say that they don’t think it will
happen again but if it’s true, WHY
WORRY?
Or, are they just hiding the truth
because they don’t think we can handle
it, either way WHY WORRY?
Scientists say that during December 2012, the planets will be lined up in
a straight line in the universe and that
that will signal the beginning of the
end, if so, WHY WORRY?
I have even talked to some that believe it so strongly that they are contemplating suicide during that time
frame, again tho if the world is going to
be destroyed , WHY WORRY?
According to the Mayan calendar,
all things end during December 2012,
why did they stop at that date? Who really knows, maybe the keeper of the
calendar ran out of ink, or his chisel
broke or he just died either way, WHY
WORRY?

Nostradamus predicted world destruction at the end of 2012, his predictions, just like others
can be
interpreted in many ways, you can take
his writings and apply them to events
occurring now and make them fit, if
you use your imagination, then again
WHY WORRY?
Even some of our God fearing people are getting worried and have their
doubts about the future, if you truly believe in God and his power, WHY WORRY?
If you are really worried, get right
with your maker, live right and live
each day as if it was your last, at some
point in time it will be, but for now
WHY WORRY?
Be it 2012, 3012, or 4012, one day
this earth probably will end, just be
prepared, WHY WORRY?
Hundreds of people throughout
history have predicted dates that the
world would come to an end so far
none of them have been correct, BUT
sooner or later someone will be correct, but until then,
WHY WORRY?
I am sure that if and when the
rumbling starts up stairs and the
heavens open up there will be a lot less
atheists and non-believers in this
world, and the churches will be over
flowing, but if you believe,
WHY WORRY?
Like the man said, “ If you are
worried, Pray, if you Pray, WHY WORRY”
R. BUZZ POWERS

Lee Town
Council Recap

Submitted by Sarah Anderson, Lee Town Manager
On behalf of the Town of Lee Town Council, monthly recaps will be provided regarding the Town Council meetings. We hope you find the updates informative and look forward to seeing you at an upcoming Council Meeting.
The Lee Town Council held our Regular Council meeting Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
The following is a recap of items discussed and action taken during this meeting.
Sharon Berrian, Associate Director, Membership Development for the
Florida League of Cities presented Council President McNicol with a Resolution acknowledging his 20 years of service to the Town of Lee. Congratulations
Doug!
Sharon and Jim Benoit from EVERYTHING PECAN were introduced to the
Town Council. EVERYTHING PECAN is the most recent business to move into
the Town of Lee’s Business Incubator which is located at 226 SE Lee School Avenue in Lee. Please join us in welcoming EVERYTHING PECAN!
Doug McNicol was elected the 2013 Town Council President last night.
UPDATE: The January Council Meeting will be held on Monday, Jan. 7, 2013
at 7:00 pm.
For Town of Lee Utility Customers, don’t forget our Christmas Lighting
Contest! Judging will be held on Thursday, Dec. 20 with prizes being awarded on
Friday, Dec. 21. (First Prize- $50, Second Prize- $30, and Third Prize- $20)
Council approved the submission of a grant application to the Suwannee
River Water Management District.
Lee Volunteer Fire Department’s Annual Children’s Christmas Party will
be held on Friday, Dec. 14, with dinner at 6 p.m. and Santa’s arrival at 7 p.m.
Please contact the Lee Volunteer Fire Department for additional information.
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Wonderful New Year!
Sarah Anderson
Town Manager
Town of Lee

National
Security
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Joe Boyles
Guest Columnist

Fiscal Autopilot

There’s a big debate
in Washington political
circles over spending
and revenue. For the
longest time, there has
been a gap between the
two where spending has
far exceeded revenue.
Business people refer to
that as “negative cash
flow” which is a death
knell, at least in business. Every year since
Barack Obama became
president, he had added
more than a trillion dollars to the deficit, a total
of $5 trillion, zooming
the debt beyond $16 trillion. America has never
before faced such runaway federal spending
and burgeoning debt.
You might wonder
how that is possible
since the federal government has not passed
a budget in more than
three years.
That’s
right, the Senate hasn’t
even held a vote on the
budget, let alone passed
one since 2009. It seems
that federal spending is
on autopilot, moving inexorably along like it
was in perpetual motion. Every pilot will
tell you that autopilot is
fine … until you run out
of gas. That’s right,
sooner or later, the pilot
needs to disengage the
autopilot and land the
machine, before the fuel
gauge registers empty.
Otherwise, gravity will
eventually take over.
But many Washingtonians, led the crowd
in charge, think that as
long as you can still
print money, deficit
spending isn’t a problem. But what happens
when America’s bond
rating is downgraded,
as it was less than two
years ago for the first
time in history? Is that
when the fiscal printing
machines run out of
ink?
So let’s return to the
problem of deficit federal spending — it is happening at record pace
and we’re digging a really big hole. Democrats,
led by the president,
want to address the

problem by raising
more revenue in terms
of higher taxes. They
say that they only want
to do it by raising tax
rates on the top 2 percent of earners, but the
math just doesn’t come
close to working out. If
they truly want to solve
the problem of deficit
spending by additional
taxation (I’m not sure
they do), then they’ll
have to raise taxes on
many more than just the
high earners.
Winston Churchill
famously said that “taxing one’s way to prosperity was no different
than a man standing in
a bucket and trying to
lift it by the handle.” It
cannot be done!
Republicans don’t
want to raise tax rates
… on the rich or anyone
else. They believe that
if taxes are raised in
this manner, our fragile
economy will be damaged, possibly sliding
back into recession. On
the other hand, they believe that revenues can
be raised, meeting Obama halfway, by cutting
loopholes and deductions in the tax code.
‘Not good enough,’
says Obama, who is intent on breaking the
back of the Republican
Party. You see, most of
the Republicans are
pledged to not raise taxes. Obama knows that if
he can get the Republicans in Congress to
break their pledge, then
civil war will break out
among the opposition. It
isn’t good enough to win
the election; Obama
must destroy his political enemies. After all,
what do you expect of a
politician from Chicago?
What Republicans
really want to do is cut
spending which Democrats are adamantly opposed to do. Democrats
want to see government
get bigger so more and
more constituents (and
voters) are dependent
on the government. But
in one respect, Democrats don’t have to do

anything – the government gets bigger and
bigger without their
help because we’re on
fiscal autopilot. Government programs and
the money to run them
don’t go away even
when events and technology supersede them.
The leviathan marches
on, growing bigger by
the moment.
The true answer to
getting spending under
control and taming runaway deficits is entitlement reform which
would address imbalances in Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid.
This imbalance
will continue to worsen
as tens of millions of
more baby-boomers retire. Any sane economist familiar with the
federal budget would
tell you that in a heartbeat. But Democrats
would just as soon lay
down on a railroad
track than address entitlement reform.
I just don’t see the
two sides coming together and working this
dilemma out. They are
too diametrically opposed. Remember the
book, “Women are from
Venus, Men are from
Mars?” That’s similar
to the situation that
both political parties
find themselves in. You
can well imagine which
side of the argument I
think is correct and
which side I favor, but
that’s immaterial. The
truth is that both sides
are diametrically opposed, and for either
side to give in would be
to cross a “line in the
sand.” We have gridlock. In the meantime,
the government is on
fiscal autopilot. Somewhere out ahead of us, a
crash is waiting. Don’t
know when or where,
but it’s coming!
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on the street negated the Center’s express purpose
of helping them succeed academically in an alternative education environment.
While Golder accepted responsibility for “a
lack of due diligence” at the very first of the
school year, there were other hurdles as well that
were not of his or the Center’s making, he argued,
including the issue of not enough computers for
the students to use in their online academy classes. The Center had only 12 usable computers for
the students, up from seven when the school first
opened, and it was also dealing with out-of-date
transcripts that put some of the students in the
wrong grade and caused others to have “incompletes” on their report cards, while their transcripts were in the process of being updated and
they worked to get caught up on their lessons. He
had also requested tutors for the students, but
“never got the memo” about the group of volunteer
tutors from the community.
Referring to reports of students “swinging
from rafters and being out of control,” Golder
called the reports “hearsay” and said that he had
made a point of asking school officials to come out
to the Center and see what was going on rather
than listening to rumors.
“The environment at B.E.A.R. is much more
than teaching math and science. We teach life
skills,” he said, adding that B.E.A.R. had also used
therapists and group programs above and beyond
what the contract called for. “Have you as a school
board provided me as a provider with what we
need to succeed with these kids?”
School board member Karen Pickles stated
that in her experience as a teacher, disruptive behavior could not be tolerated because when she
had to deal with the disruptiveness of one student,
it took time away from her other students who
were there to learn. Bending the rules for one was
unfair to the rest, and sometimes suspension was
necessary.
Board members then debated what to do to
keep the school running should the contract be
pulled, but Fain Poppell was concerned that the
abrupt change would be too disruptive for the students. “I’m going to base my decision on what’s
best for the kids,” he said.
Kenny Hall agreed that telling the students “30
days and it’s over” wouldn’t be fair to the very kids
they were trying to help.
VeEtta Hagan interjected that the Center “hadn’t been helping kids since August.”
District Coordinator Davis Barclay joined
Golder, saying that changing things at this point
would do more harm than good, and options were
limited. The regular schools wouldn’t want to take
them back.
His remark drew an angry response from Hagan. “Who are you to say no school wants these
children? That is not the principal’s decision.”
She then reconsidered her earlier position and
swung her support to Golder, saying that perhaps
the board should allow the B.E.A.R Center to continue running the facility as they saw fit. “Maybe
the B.E.A.R. Center isn’t doing what they said they
would, but at least they WANT the children,” she
added.
Donnell Davis and Rev. Ernest Rains also addressed the board. Davis questioned the efficacy of
the online academy, asking how much actual interaction time students got with an instructor. Who
helped them study? Who helped them with their
homework? Rains urged everyone to look at the
situation from the student’s point of view, voicing
concerns that the Center gave off more of an impression of a correctional facility than an educational one. In that case, he added, of course you
would get rebelliousness among the students. He
also protested what he saw as a tendency to look at
education as a business. “The kids bring FTE dollars here, the kids bring FTE dollars there,” he
said. “It’s the kids that are important.”
Newly elected Superintendent Doug Brown
agreed to pay a visit to the Center along with Davis
Baclay, to meet with Golder to get a full picture of
what was going on; from there, the board could decide on a course of action. “We’re not going to
throw any children away,” he said. “Our mission
is to educate all students.”
The board agreed to hold off on a decision
about the Center until after they could gather
more information and have a better understanding
of the situation - possibly at the next school board
meeting.

Florida Legislature, from 1949-1952. Afterward, he
would say that his best legislation while in office
was bills requiring all livestock to be fenced and
Klan members to be unmasked.
After his father’s death in 1968, he became the
primary editorial writer for the paper, expressing
his thoughts in a column entitled “The Passing
Parade”, short for “The Old Country Editor Views
the Passing Parade.” This column could be humorous but was just as likely to be a biting critique of current political issues and politicians or
a spotlight on misguided antics of anyone from
the city commissioners to the governor. He was
actively involved in civic activities such as the Lions Club and the Rotary Club and always particularly
highlighted
local
educational
accomplishments in the paper. In the early 60’s, he
set up a bookstore in the newspaper office to help
support the then newly-established North Florida
Community College.
Mr. Merchant was a faithful, life-long member
of the Madison Presbyterian
Church, serving as a deacon and then as an elder for most of his adult life. He remained with
the church even when there was a split in the
church and the majority of its members left to
form a more conservative church. He was a member of the Gideons for more than sixty-five years.
In Highlands, he attended Holy Family Lutheran
Church.
In North Carolina, he volunteered as a tutor
at the Highlands Literacy Council, as a proofreader at The Highlander newspaper, then as the Copy
Editor at Highlands Newspaper. He was also a volunteer at the Fidelia Eckerd Living Center and
read newspapers to its residents.
Mr. Merchant will be missed and remembered
for his kind and generous spirit, loyalty to family
and friends, and steadfast adherence to the principles in which he believed, even, in the case of
his support for the local Health Officer, Dr. Deborah Coggins, who was dismissed from her position for holding a lunch meeting with an African
American nurse in 1956, at the cost of permanent
loss of some local advertisers and threats to his
family.
The family would like to especially thank his
physician, J. Scott Baker, M.D., and his staff, and
his caregivers and friends at Chestnut Hill of
Highlands. Their wonderful care and friendship
during his final years greatly enriched his life.
A graveside service will be held at Oak Ridge
Cemetery in Madison on December 14, at 11 a.m.
Honorary pallbearers are James J. Sale III, Colin
Kelly Howerton, Jack Wade, and Sandy, Jimmy
and Zet Smith. Arrangements are being handled
by Beggs Funeral Home in Madison.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial donations be made to Four Seasons Hospice,
571 South Allen Road, Flat Rock, NC 28731,
Gideons International, Att. Marvel Curtis, 46
Clover Lane, Franklin, NC 28734, or to a favorite
charity.

letters in the newspaper. Santa will get a copy, so
he can read it and check what each child wants.
The deadline for entries is Dec. 17 at 5 p.m.
and they will be published in the Dec. 21 Madison
Enterprise-Recorder. Letters must be written in
black ink to Santa in care of Greene Publishing,
Inc., P.O. Drawer 772, Madison, FL 32340 or
dropped off at Greene Publishing, on Highway 53
South in Madison. Teachers will also be collecting
letters for publication so Santa can see them.
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Judy Diehl
Continued from Page 1A
“I went to the Four Freedoms Clinic and they sent
me for a mammogram,” Diehl said.
Diehl is currently undergoing one wave of
chemotherapy treatments, then she will have to
go back for another and then she will have to undergo radiation five days a week for six or seven
weeks.
All the treatments are being done at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital.
Diehl has insurance through Medicare, but it
will not pay for all the treatment, plus she will
have medical expenses, so financial help is definitely needed.
“I’m fighting,” Diehl said of her battle with
cancer. “If you’re a church-goer, please put me on
your prayer list.”

City of Madison

Public Service Announcement

DAMAGE PREVENTION
Is Everyone’s Responsibility

The City of Madison requests that you
please call Sunshine at 1-800-432-4770 at
least 48 hours before you dig, but not more
than five days. Have information ready
when calling: company name/address,
contact person, phone number, location of
dig site, extent and type of work, and
date/start time of excavation. Wait 48 hours
for underground facilities to be marked.
Respect and protect the facility operator’s
marks. Dig with care! Always hand dig
when within two feet on either side of any
marked lines.

Would you like to give up the name tag
for a business card? Ready to sell that
old TV to make room for a new one?
Well, this is your chance.
Check out the Classifieds today!

Call us to submit your classified ad at:

(850) 973-4141

or

Mail us at:

Greene Publishing, Inc.

P.O. Drawer 772 •Madison, FL 32341

Public Service Announcement
From The City of Madison

NATURAL GAS

A Gas leak could be dangerous but
gas itself has no odor. So, for your
safety, a smell like rotten eggs is
added. If you smell such an odor:

1. Don’t use the telephone.
2. Don’t turn lights on or off,
or use anything electrical.
3. Go outside right away.
4. Ask a neighbor to call
the gas company.
5. Don’t go back into the house until
the gas company says it’s safe.

PLEASE KEEP GAS SAFE.

(850) 973-5081 City Hall Working Hours
(850) 973-5075 Fire Dept. After Hours
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Obituaries

Gilbert M. Brown,
Nuclear Engineer, Dies At 84
Gilbert Maynard Brown, an internationally- recognized expert
on fission energy and the design and operation of nuclear power
plants, died in the care of Hospice after a courageous battle with congestive heart failure on December 3, 2012, in Dunedin, Florida.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years Barbara Anderson Brown,
their six children Mark, Kevin, David, Robert, Nancy and Karin,
their six grandchildren Peter, Britton, Emma Lee, Jack, Dylan and
Cameron, and his three brothers, Evans, Neal and John.
Born October 25, 1928, in the red clay farm country of northern
Madison County, Florida near Boggy Bay, Gilbert was the son of
Maggie Rambo O’Neal Brown and Will Brown, the third of six children. He grew up during the Depression in a small farmhouse on a
beautiful hill. He regarded going to school when he was young as a
luxury and a privilege. He was a man of responsibility and hard
work, and was strong and determined until the end.
During the Korean War, Gilbert was drafted by the Army and
served as a platoon leader of Quad-50 half-track combat vehicles for
most of 1951-52 near Kumwha. The cold trauma of this experience
shaped the rest of his life. He later declined a medal for bravery and
a Battlefield Officer’s Commission.
After the war, he married Barbara and entered the University of
Florida, where he excelled, graduating cum laude in chemical engineering, with a minor in physics. He was a member of the Honorary
Engineering Fraternity Tau Beta Pi.
He began his 40-year nuclear energy career during the early
stage of the development of fission-reactor power plants, working
with two scientists from the Manhattan Project. In a building formerly occupied by an orange juice plant in Dunedin, Mr. Brown cofounded Southern Nuclear Engineering Company, and began a
career and company that still influences the design and safety of nuclear plants across the globe. Gilbert assisted in the design of the
second US nuclear submarine, as well as many of the first nuclear
power plants in the US. He was a Senior Fellow with the US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, a Senior Manager with the Nuclear Energy
Institute, and project manager and chief consulting engineer for the
construction of the nuclear reactor at Georgia Tech. He trained personnel from several foreign countries in nuclear safety, and lectured
around the world on nuclear power and technology. In another technical area, he drafted several procedures for the Saturn -V moon
launch program. In the 1980’s, he was called upon to assist our Government’s investigation of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in
Ukraine. Later in his career, Mr. Brown worked for the Department
of Energy in Washington, D. C., and at the Westinghouse- Savannah
River Nuclear Power Plant in Aiken, South Carolina.
After retirement, among other pursuits, Gil wrote poetry and
prose, including a poem for the queen of England, for which he received personal thanks. He authored a poem about his college class
that is inscribed on a bronze plaque in an engineering building on
the UF campus.
A memorial mass will be held at Our Lady Of Lourdes Catholic
CHurch, Dunedin, Saturday, December 15, at 1:00 pm. A reception
will follow immediately after mass in the Comny Center at the
church.
Mr. Brown will be interred at Evergreen Cemetery in
Gainesville, Florida, alongside his infant daughter, Sharon Elaine
Brown.

Quinton Gregory Raymond LeRoy Swinson
Raymond LeRoy Swinson, age 88, died Monday,
Kinsey
December 10, 2012, at his home.
Quinton Gregory Kinsey, age 75, a
service station owner and farmer,
passed away Sunday, December 9,
2012, in Tallahassee.
Funeral services will be Wednesday, December 12, 2012 at 11 a.m. at
Beggs Funeral Home, Monticello
Chapel, 485 E. Dogwood Street, Monticello, Fl 32344 (850-997-5612)
Interment will follow the service
at Emory Cemetery in Aucilla. The
family received friends Tuesday, December 11, 2012, from 5-8 p.m. at Mrs.
Lavonne Wynn’s home.
Mr. Kinsey was a native of Madison County and had lived in Madison
and Jefferson Counties all of his life.
He was self-employed as a service station owner and a farmer.
Mr. Quinton is survived by three
brothers:
Howard
Kinsey
of
Greenville, Wayne and Warren Kinsey
of Monticello; one sister, Lavonne
Wynn of Greenville; and many nieces
and nephews.

The funeral service will be at 2 p.m. Thursday,
December 13, 2012, at Beggs Funeral Home Madison
Chapel, with burial following at Bethel Creek Cemetery in Lafayette County. Visitation is Wednesday
from 5-7 p.m. at the Chapel.
He was born in Olney, Ill., and lived in Lafayette
County. He worked for Buckeye for over 30 years as a
machinist and was in the U S. Army Air Corps.
Survivors include two sons, Leroy Swinson and
Enoch Swinson (Gail); one daughter, Rebecca
Corbin (Darryl); three sisters: Juanita Ezell, Lorene
Long, and Emily Swinson; five grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy
Morgan Swinson; and one son, Ronald Swinson
(Shirley).

Jeffrey Lee
Swain
Jeffrey Lee Swain, 52, of Greenville,
died Saturday, December 8, 2012. Jeff was
born September 4, 1960 in Naples to Sidney Swain and Verdie (Chason) Merritt.
He worked as a heavy equipment mechanic all of his adult life and in his spare
time enjoyed gardening.
He is survived by His father, Sidney
Lee Swain, and step-mother Susan
Swain, of Perry; his mother, Verdie L
Merritt, of Greenville; a son, Jeffrey
Swain, of Perry; two brothers, Mike
Swain, of Crystal River and Randy
Swain, of Greenville; two sisters, Lisa
Massey, of Perry, and Malissa Reams, of
Dixie, Ga., and a host of nieces, nephews,
other relatives, and friends.
Memorial services will be held at 4
p.m., Tuesday, December 11, 2012 in the
Joe P. Burns Memorial Chapel with Bro.
Cricket Watson officiating. Cremation
arrangements are under the care of Joe P.
Burns Funeral Home of Perry.
You may send condolences to the
family
at
www.joepburnsfuneralhomes.com.
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ONE SCOOP OR TWO??
Submitted by Dennis
and Linda Furjanic
The rumors are
true; Madison is home
to a new ice cream parlor.
One Scoop or Two??
Ice Cream & Pie opened
their doors on Thursday November 29. They
offer good old fashioned
hard ice cream hand
made by Old Meeting
House in Tampa. You
can’t buy this ice cream
in a commercial store,
it’s specially made for
the small “mom and
pop” business. This ice

Ice Cream & Pie

cream has no preservatives, artificial flavors
or
artificial
colors
added to its ingredients.
It’s the way ice cream is
supposed to be. There
are 24 unique flavors
available
including
Cherry Seinfield, Coconut Zig Zag, Chocolate Chili, Blueberry
Cheesecake,
Apple
Streusel, Jungle Love
and Risky Business just
to name a few. You can
also get your old favorites like Strawberry,
Butter Pecan and Mint
Chocolate Chip. All

these ice creams are
made with real fruit,
fresh chopped nuts and
real chocolate chunks.
Another option One
Scoop or Two?? offers
are the famous Mike’s
Pies. These pies are absolutely
delicious;
you’re going to have a
tough time making a
decision on this one.
They have a variety of
16 or more different
pies and mouth watering cheesecakes to
choose from. Their
deep dish Apple Pie is a
three time National
winner
with
large
chunks of cinnamon
coated sweet apples,
and a crispy strudel
topping. Or you may
prefer
a
slice
of
Reeses’s Peanut Butter
Extreme. When we say
Extreme we mean Extreme. Just ask those
who have tried it. Come
in and have a slice of
Killer Key Lime, Southern Pecan, or Orange
Blossom tropical with a
hot cup of coffee or tea.
You will leave totally satisfied GUARANTEED. They also offer
sugar free pie and ice
cream for those have
special dietary needs.
In a few weeks they
will be adding hot
Chicken Pot Pies.
The owners of One
Scoop or Two?? are Dennis and Linda Furjanic.
They moved to Madison
from Tallahassee a few
years ago wanting a
slower paced, country

Dennis and Linda Furjanic are the owners of One scoop Or Two.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney

lifestyle. They got the
inspiration to open
their shop from reading
the Remembrance of
Things Past in the Enterprise Recorder and
reading people’s memories of Madison having
an ice cream parlor.
Linda stated, “We really
liked the friendliness of
the people and the
warm welcome we have
had since moving here.
We wanted to give something back to the community, something that
would be fun and positive for kids, their families and our seniors.”
Dennis remarked it was
their intention to provide a product that you
can’t get at Burger King
or McDonalds.
One Scoop or Two??
is not simply an ice
cream parlor. To brighten up the place they
have covered their walls
with big bright beautiful SkyDog Kites. The
kites are unique and designed for kids of all
ages. Prices range from
$16 to $28.00. When’s
the last time you flew a
kite with your child or
grandchild?
“People
need to get out doors
more and enjoy our
beautiful
surroundings,” Dennis said.

Get Your Free Grocery
Coupons Here
esocial.ning.com
Your New Social Business
Network Business Directory
& Become A Friend For Free

The thing that Dennis is most proud of is
his collection of comic
books for sale and the
Arcade games he has installed in the back room
of the shop. Everybody
of all ages likes to play
a game of Ms. Pac Man.
There is also a cool
Shaq Attack pinball and
a full size California
Speedway race car driving machine.
Clearly Dennis and
Linda want Madison
families to come in and
have a fun experience
in their store. “We want
people to leave with a
smile on their face and
a good feeling in their
belly. That’s what I’m
talking about,” Dennis

says.
Store hours are
Tuesday
through
Thursday 11 a.m. till 9
p.m, Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. till 10 p.m.,
and Sunday from 11
a.m. till 7 p.m.
Dennis and Linda
would like to extend a
big “THANK YOU” to
all the businesses and
individuals in Madison who have been inspirational,
very
supportive, and a big
help to them as they
have put their store together. Their last remark was “there are so
many people to mention.” “You all know
who you are, and we
are very grateful.”

AROUND MADISON COUNTY
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Handbells Ring, Are You Listening?
Two Handbell Groups To Perform
At 55 Plus Club
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.
If you plan to attend
the 55 Plus Club's Dec. 12
meeting, you are in for a
treat, from not one, but
two handbell groups performing their holiday selections for your musical
enchantment.
The Southern Bells,

those talented ladies
from the Southern Living Facility who performed at the 55 Club's
December meeting last
year, will be back this
year by popular demand.
Those who heard them
perform last year can attest to their ap-peal.
The second group

This Is The New Community
Social Network!

esocial.ning.com
Merry
Christmas!

Magnolia Church
of God in Unity
Will Be Serving
Free Dinners
January 27, 2013
at 283 South West Jackson Avenue,
Madison, Florida

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Elder Sylvester Robinson, Sr. Pastor

performing will be Ms.
Jennifer Copeland's second graders from Madison Academy.
Every
year, as she has done for
the last seven years, Ms.
Copelend teaches her
second grade class to
play the handbells and
takes them out into the
community to perform
for different groups and
at
different
events
around Madison. This
year, they were also part
of the entertainment for
the Light Up Madison
festivities.
The 55 Plus Club is a
free club open to anyone
55 and older, who loves to
get together with friends
and neighbors once a
month for a free lunch
and an informative or
entertaining presentation. It is an outreach of
the United Methodist Cooperative
Ministry,
meeting at noon on the
second Wednesday of
each month for food and
fellowship. There are no
fees, dues or registration
of any kind. You don't
have to call ahead...just
show up with a friend or
two at the UMCM building at the corner of
Highway 145 and NE Dill
Street, about five miles
north of town.
For directions, or
more information about
the club or other outreach efforts of the
UMCM, contact Deborah Brown at (850) 9294938.

Fantasy Land

Jewelry &
Electronics

All Jewelry & Electronics Discounted
(All Merchandise Must Go)

Sale Begins
Monday, November 26th, 10:00 am
Hours: Mon - Fri 10 am - 6 pm; Sat 10 am - 2 pm

All Sales Are Final

(We Will Be Closed November 22nd, 23rd & 24th)
354 E. Base Street • Madison, FL 32340

(850) 973-2815
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Senior Citizens Center Hosts
Appreciation Luncheon

The Madison County Senior Citizens Center held an appreciation luncheon
on Friday, Dec. 7, for local dignitaries who have helped them. Board members,
staff members and County Commissioners were on hand. Shown, left to right
are: Early Anderson, board member; Rick Davis, County Commissioner; Howard
Phillips, board member; Paula Arnold, board member; Rosa Richardson, Senior
Citizens Director; Tim Sanders, Madison County Clerk of the Court; Sherilyn
Pickels, Administrative Assistant to the Board of County Commissioners; Ronnie Moore, county commissioner; and Wayne Vickers, County Commissioner.
Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, December 7, 2012

Hiring Veterans Has Benefits

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.
Karen Hiers and Jerry Chandler of Workforce
Development visited the
Kiwanis Club of Madison
to talk about the ways in
which Workforce strives
to promote a “brighter
economy through employer coordination” and discuss the advantages of
hiring military veterans,
the only hires for whom
employers can receive a
tax credit.
North Florida Workforce covers a six county
region in North Florida,
with training services
that benefit both employers and job-seekers.
With services such as
on-the-job training, they
come up with training
programs for potential
job-seekers who may not
have all the required
skills and help employers with the costs, and
with employed workers
training, they help employers update the skills
of their current staff to
match evolving marketplace requirements –
one such area may be in
the area of computer
and technical skills.
Other areas may be helping high school students
get summer job placements with local businesses,
helping
the
students learn the skills
they they need for future
jobs and giving them the
experience they need to
start building a resume
and become more workforce-ready in their chosen careers.
Other services include posting job orders
that can be searched by

(Left to right) Karen Hiers and Jerry Chandler accept a certificate of appreciation from Kiwanis Club
President Jerome Wyche for their presentation on
North Florida Workforce Development.
Green Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 29, 2012

job description or by zipcode, producing more exact matches, and services
that find resumes that
match a certain employer’s job description.
Job seekers can also
work with career consultants to prepare for certain areas.
Additionally, Workforce holds workshops
that help both employers
and job seekers, and are
constantly seeking input
on the kind of workshop
topics that would be of interest to folks in this region.
Addressing the subject of veterans in the
community, Jerry Chandler of North Florida
Workforce stated that military veterans are an excellent
resource
for
companies who are hiring
because they have developed solid work ethics
and leadership skills,
skills that they bring back
into the community.

Chandler himself served
in the Air Force, where
they were guided by the
motto of doing the nearly
impossible: “We make
square wheels roll uphill.”
Workforce Florida
also has a veteran’s employment representative
that will go out into the
community and advocate on their behalf.
“Most of them are
already leaders in your
community,” he said.
“You
know
them.
They’re here to help
your business because
they’re you’re neighbors.”
For more information on Workforce Florida and the services
available to the six counties it covers, visit the
North Florida Workforce
Develop- ment Board
website at or contact
North Florida Workforce
Development at (850) 9734291 or (850) 973-2672.
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Panthers: Facing The Giants And Winning

Michael Downing scores for the Panthers.

Photo submitted

Submitted by Madison Academy
On Nov. 26, the Madison Academy boys’ basketball team defeated Highland Christian (3311) at NFCC’s gym. The Panthers were led in
scoring by Jim Flournoy with 11 points and
Stephen Miller with five points. John Flournoy
and Michael Downing chipped in four points
while Cody Smith added three points and Charlie Blanton scored two points. The Panthers
raced out to an early lead and never looked
back, leading throughout the game.
Panthers’ Head Coach, T.J. Green, said he
was proud of the effort his team put forth; getting a big lead early allowed several younger
players to get additional playing time.
On Nov. 29, the Panthers took a major step
up on competition when they faced Providence
Christian. The Panthers lost a tough game (3731) at NFCC’s gym. Providence Christian played
a high school senior, junior, sophomore, freshman and a seventh grader while facing the Panthers. The Panthers were led in scoring by
Michael Goley with 10 points and Jim Flournoy
with nine points. John Flour noy added six
points, while Bailey Browning, Ross Bass and
Michael Downing scored two points each.
Again, on Dec. 3, the Panthers faced another

team utilizing several high school players when
facing New Testament at NFCC’s gym. Without
backing down, the Panthers defeated New Testament (44-34). The Panthers were led in scoring
by Jim Flour noy with 18 points and John
Flournoy with 10 points. Michael Goley added
nine points, Cody Smith scored three points,
along with Stephen Miller and Jacob Hanners
scoring two points each.
“I’m very pleased with how our middle
school team is competing against older players,” Panthers Head Coach T.J. Green said. “It’s
helping us not only improve our game, but,
more importantly, is helping to develop the
character of our young players.”
The Panthers’ record now stands at 3-2. The
Panthers play two games next week at NFCC’s
gym. The first game is Tuesday, December 11 at
4 p.m. versus Steinhatchee. The second game is
Thursday, Dec. 13, against Community Christian. Sixth and seventh graders play at 5 p.m.
and eighth graders play at 6 p.m.
For more information on Madison Academy
or to view the basketball schedule, visit madisonacade- my.org.
Come out, enjoy some exciting basketball
and support the Panthers!

ACA Golf Team Places
7th At District

By Fran Hunt
Special from ECB Publishing, Inc.
The Aucilla Christian Academy
golf team finished in seventh place
in the District golf tournament.
The Warriors were paced by seventh grader Timothy Finlayson who
shot an 86.
Senior standout Austin Malloy

shot an 89.
Ricky Finlayson shot a 92.
Josh Woods shot a 105.
“The Warrior golf team is very
young,” said Coach David Jackson.
He added that he is expecting some
good things in the coming years
from
this
group
of
young
“linksters.”

Bishop
Let us come and
cleanCleaners
your carpet, upholstery,
draperies, area rug and hardwood floors
3 x 2”
just in time for the Holidays!
3115 N. Oak Street Ext. • Valdosta

229-244-2470
Caleb Hart, on offense, handles the ball for the Madison Academy Panthers.
Photo submitted

Cody Smith dribbles the ball down the court, as teammate Charlie Blanton
keeps up with him.
Photo submitted

wens Propane, Inc

“Service With A Smile”
Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!
• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •
• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

(Ask For Becky)

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761
We A r e H e r e To E a r n Yo u r B u s i n e s s
&
K e e p Yo u r B u s i n e s s
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run, n/c

Do you have
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid.
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and
lunch from 12 - 1.
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

North Florida Paint
and Body
Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening,
and Bedliners. We Accept
Insurance Repairs
1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

YARD
SALE

Christmas Bazaar Sale
126 NE School Rd
(off Madison Hwy)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. Christmas items,
flower arrangements,
jewelry, arts and crafts,
household items, boyds
bears, coca-cola products and
lots more. Bring this ad in
and receive $5 off of a
purchase of $25 or more.

12/7, 12/12, pd

FOR SALE
Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600.
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each.
Call Henry Terry at
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress,
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom,
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace
work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,
overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful
gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back,
sequins spotted across the
entire gown, built-in
crinoline - absolutely
gorgeous. - $300
(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY
OWNER

Greenville, 3/2 , nice house
on 6 high and dry city lots.
New windows, roof, heat &
ac, siding, master shower.
$92,000.00 Possible owner
financing. 850-599-5121.

12/12, 12/19, c

12/12, 12/19, c

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

12/5 - rtn, c

11/7 - rtn, c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling
below cost! Call Steve
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less
than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve
386-365-8549.

$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC &
non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. Call
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,
FL 32331.
Equal Housing
Opportunity

run, c

11/7 - rtn, c

Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on
doublewides. Call Mike
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900.
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

FOR RENT

Move In Special
2 BD Trailer For Rent. $350
869-0916.

2/8 - rtn, c

3 BR 2 BA Mobile Home
CH/Air. 204 Gibson Trail
Park Way in Madison, Fl.
Call (386) 266-8231.

12/12, pd

Trailer For Rent
2 BD water furnished trailer.
1/4 of a mile outside of city
limits. (850) 973-6735.

12/12, pd

Lazzyhen Farm
Small cottage, one person.
Includes direct t.v and wifi.
$400 month plus electric. No
pets. (850) 673-1117.

11/28 - rtn, pd

Home for Rent
HUD Vouchers Accepted.
4 bed 2 bath.
260 Gillislee St, Madison
Call 850-464-2452 or
719-466-1348.

11/14 - 1/2, pd

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.
Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.
Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.
Call 850-973-8548.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette
Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.
Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments
1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.
Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290
TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR
HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,
FL 32340. Equal
Housing Opportunity.
“In accordance with
federal law and
U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age,
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To
file a complaint of
discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call
(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity
provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c

HELP
WANTED

The City of Madison, Florida
has an opening for the
position of Reserve
Firefighter II. Apply at
www.WorkforceFlorida.com
or visit your local
workforce office.

12/12, c

ASE-Certified Automotive
Instructor and Automotive
Assistant Needed:
Inquire of Jamie Newberry,
Education Director.
Twin Oaks
Vocational Academy.
(850) 948-1200, x281 or
jnewberry@togha.org.

11/21 - 12/12, c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.
No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.
Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.
386-362-1065.

12/5 - 12/26, pd

Advertising Sales
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team
player, able to handle
multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire
office staff. Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the
office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s
newspaper office, located at
1695 South SR 53,
in Madison.

Deadline For Classifieds
(850) 973-4141
3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Now Hiring Store
Managers & Assistant
Managers
We currently have
opportunities for a store
manager/assistant manager in
the Madison and Monticello
areas. The position requires
management experience.
Qualified candidates must
have excellent customer
service and employee
relations skills. The
successful candidate should
be capable of operating in a
fast paced environment.
Must have a flexible
schedule and be self
motivated. Must be able to
train, motivate and prepare
employees for greater
responsibilities using
effective communications
skills. Benefits include:
Competitive pay, Bonus
program, Performance-based
pay increases, Paid vacation,
holidays.Email resume to:
bculpepper@fasttrackstores.com.

12/12, 12/19, c

Advent Christian Village
Current JOBS Line
Advertisement call
658-5627 or visit
www.acvillage.net
24 hrs/day, 7 days/week.
Want more than a job?
Experience a community.
RN Quality of Care Leader
Unrestricted Florida RN
license, excellent clinical
nursing/assessment skills,
current CPR certification,
verifiable IV skill (start,
regulate, maintain,
discontinue IVs) required.
Good communication,
organizational, and computer
skills required; must work as
part of interdisciplinary team
to assure outstanding quality
of life/quality of care for
LTC residents. On-call
rotation required.
Management/supervisory
experience and knowledge of
LTC regs desired.
CNA & LPN
FT/PT/long-term care
setting. Florida certification
(CNA) or unrestricted
license (LPN) required.

FT positions include health,
dental, life, disability,
AFLAC; 403b; paid time off,
access to onsite daycare and
fitness facilities. Apply in
person at Personnel Office
Monday through Friday from
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., or
fax resume/credentials to
(386) 658-5160. EOE/
Drug-Free Workplace/
Criminal background
checks required.

12/5, 12/12, c

Administrator wanted for
new charter high school
in Madison, FL, opening
in Aug 2013. See
www.jmphs.org for details.

12/12, c

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR
TECHNICAL DRIVER
The Solid Waste and
Recycling Department is
advertising a position for a
Heavy Equipment
Operator/ Technical Driver.
Applicants may secure and
complete their applications at
the Courthouse Annex
on the second floor. All
Applications must be
completed and turned in no
later than close of business
(5:00 PM) on December 14,
2012. A copy of the job
duties and descriptions may
also be secured from the
County Office Administrator.
Following are Some of the
qualifications:
• Must be a resident of
Madison County.
• Must have a High School
Diploma or GED equivalent.
• Must be at least 21
years of age.
• Experience with heavy duty
equipment is preferred.
• Must be able to satisfy all
requirements Of a DOT
Medical/Physical
examination for
Commercial Drivers.
• Posses a valid Florida CDL
License/Class “B” without
infractions or revocations.
• Must successfully complete
a favorable local agency
background check.
The Solid Waste and
Recycling Department is a
Drug Free Workplace and an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. Further
information may be obtained
by calling (850) 973-2611
(Monday – Thursday from
6:30 AM – 5:00 PM).

11/30 - 12/12, c

To Place Your Classified Call 973-4141

MADISON COUNTY
SOLID WASTE
AND RECYCLING
DEPARTMENT
The Solid Waste and
Recycling Department is
accepting applications for the
employment of one part-time
collections site attendant to
perform duties as a floater
(minimum of 18 hours
weekly). Applicants may
secure and complete
their applications at the
Courthouse Annex (second
floor) at the office of the
County Administrator,
by close of business on
December 27, 2012. A copy
of the job description may be
picked up at the County
Administrator’s office.
Applicants must meet the
following criteria in order to
pass the initial paper screen:
• Reside in Madison County
• Possess a high school
diploma or a GED equivalent
• Be at least 21 years old
• Possess a valid Florida
drivers license
• Have reliable transportation
• Have a personal telephone
/contact capability
• Pass a favorable
background check
• Capable of lifting at least,
but no more than 50 pounds
• Pass a favorable preemployment physical and
drug screening test
• Have no previous physical
injuries that would inhibit
work performance
• Be available to work
weekends and holidays
The Madison County Solid
Waste and Recycling
Department is an Equal
Opportunity Employer that
performs duties in a drug
free work place.

12/12, 12/19, c

(850) 973-4141

or

Mail us at:

Greene Publishing, Inc.

P.O. Drawer 772 •Madison, FL 32341

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
12/10/2012 THROUGH 12/16/2012

Education
MEDICAL BILLING
TRAINEES NEEDED! Train
to become a Medical
Office Assistant. NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Online training gets you Job
ready ASAP. HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! (888)374-7294.
Employment
Apply Now, 12 Drivers
Needed. Top 5% Pay & Late
Model Equip. Guaranteed
Home for Xmas. Need CDL
Class A Driving Exp.
(877)258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com

Help Wanted
Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to
qualified drivers. Home most
weekends. Call:
(843)266-3731 /
www.bulldoghiway.com.
EOE.
DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in
15 days! (888)368-1964.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation

Institute of Maintenance
(866)314-3769.

ATTEND COLLEGE
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice,
*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV
authorized. Call
www.CenturaOnline.com
888-203-3179.

AIRLINE CAREERS Become an Aviation
Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available. Job placement
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance
(866)314-3769.

NURSING CAREERS begin
here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if
qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute
Orlando. (877) 206-6559.

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement
assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV
authorized.
Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com

To Place Your Classified Call 973-4141

CYAN
MA-

12/12 - 1/2, c

Call us to submit your classified ad at:

All Classifieds are also posted on line
at www.greenepublishing.com
6/22, rtn, c

LPN and RN
Lake Park of Madison
Fulltime and PRN Positions.
Contact Kim King HR or
Connie Walker DON.
(850)973-8277.

Would you like to give up the name tag
for a business card? Ready to sell that
old TV to make room for a new one?
Well, this is your chance.
Check out the Classifieds today!

8/29 - rtn, n/c

new
U

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available
for any shift. Excellent
references. 464-7276 (Cell)

Wanted: Rental Properties. Has the
economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to
manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your
pocket!! All Realty
Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340.
850-973-9990.

Wednesday, December 12, 2012

HELP WANTED

new
U

11/7 - rtn, c

Near Lloyd;
3/3 double wide.
Very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace,
skylight, screenroom,
carport, workshop on 5
beautiful acres with live
stream, woods and fenced
pasture. Asking $129k,
possible owner financing.
850-599-5121.

FOR RENT

Odd

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a
more efficient and much
stronger safer home now.
Call 386-365-8549.

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY
OWNER

Odd

Eve

SERVICES

Eve
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BLACK
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OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers - Class A Flatbed,
HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! Pay 37?/mi,
Both ways, FULL
BENEFITS, Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227,
SunBelt Transport,
Jacksonville, FL.
TIRED OF LIVING
PAYCHECK TO
PAYCHECK? There's great
earning potential as a
Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional
Truck Driver earns over
$700/wk*! 16-Day CDL
Training @ NFCC/
Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. CALL
TODAY! (866)467-0060
*DOL/BLS 2012.

Real Estate/ Land for Sale
20 ACRES FREE! Own 60
acres for 40 acre price/
payment. $0 Down,
$168/mo. Money Back
Guarantee, NO CREDIT
CHECKS. Beautiful Views,
West Texas. (800)843-7537
www.sunsetranches.com

Schools & Instruction
"Can You Dig It?" Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk
Training Program. Backhoes,
Bulldozers, Excavators.
Local Job Placement Asst.
VA Benefits Approved. 2
National Certifications.
(866)362-6497.

new
U
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www.greenepublishing.com
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----Legals---IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: The Estate of
WILLIAM JACKSON HUNTER, SR.,
Deceased.
______________________________\

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2012-94-CP
PROBATE DIVISION

CASE NO. 2012-96-CP

IN RE: ESTATE OF
FRANK ELLIOTT LEACH
a/k/a FRANK E. LEACH
Deceased.
______________________________________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ENTITLED ESTATE AND ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID
ESTATE:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the administration of the estate of William
Jackson Hunter, Sr., deceased, is pending in the Circuit Court in and for Madison
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is the Madison County
Courthouse, Post Office Box 237, Madison, Florida 32341. The name and address of the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney
are set forth below.
All persons having claims or demands against the estate are required, WITHIN
THREE CALENDAR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE to file with the clerk of the above styled court a written statement of any claim or demand they may have. Each claim must be in
writing and must indicate the basis for the claim, the name and address of the creditor or his agent or attorney, and the amount claimed. If the claim it not yet due,
the date when it will become due shall be stated. If the claim is contingent or
unliquidated, the nature of the uncertainty shall be stated. If the claim is secured,
the security shall be described. The claimant shall deliver sufficient copes of the
claim to the clerk to enable the clerk to mail one (1) copy to the personal representative.
All persons interested in the estate to whom a copy of this Notice of Administration has been mailed are required, WITHIN THREE CALENDAR MONTHS
FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE to file
any objections they may have that challenges the validity of the qualifications of
the personal representative, or the venue or jurisdiction of the Court.
ALL CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL FOREVER BE
BARRED.
Date of the first publication of this Notice of Administration: December 12, 2012.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons who have claims or demands against the decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated claims, must file their claims with this court WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

December 12

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

12/12, 12/19

WILLIAM J. HUNTER, JR.
Personal Representative
366 NW Finch Way
Greenville, Florida 32331

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,
ANY CLAIMS FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS December 12, 2012.

Attorney for Personal Representative:

/s/ Clay A. Schnitker
Clay A. Schnitker
Fla Bar No.349143
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A.
Post Office Drawer 652
Madison, Florida 32341
(850) 973-4186
Email: cschnitker@earthlink.net

12/12, 12/19

12/12, 12/19

12/12, 12/19

All Legals are posted on line at
www.greenepublishing.com
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And there’s no
better place than
the newspaper.
Call one of our
representatives today.
They can help you
on the way to a great
advertising plan.

973-4141
(Fax) 973-4121
P.O. Drawer 772
Madison, FL

new
U

new
U
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Odd

Cary A. Hardee, II
Post Office Drawer 450
Madison, Florida 32341
Telephone (850) 973-4007
Florida Bar No.: 133856
Attorney for Personal Representative

All creditors of the decedent and other persons, who have claims or demands against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, and who have been served a copy of this notice, must file their claims with
this court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

Eve

THE HARDEE LAW FIRM, PL

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of FRANK ELLIOTT LEACH, deceased,
whose date of death was September 26, 2012; is pending in the Circuit Court for
Madison County, Florida, Probate Division; File Number 2012-96-CP; the names
and addresses of the personal representative and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

YELLOW
BLACK

Personal Representative:
/s/ Cherrie M. Neil
Cherrie M. Neil
626 SE Sequoyah Trail
Lee, Florida 32059

12/12, 12/19

AROUND MADISON COUNTY
www.greenepublishing.com
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Two Longtime Madison Political Figures Retire

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.
On Friday, December
7, County Judge Wetzel
Blair and Tax Collector
Frances Ginn retired
from their positions of
honor within the county
system. Combined, the
two had a total of 74
years of service. Blair
has served since 1977 and
Ginn has served since
1974.
The retirement party
was held in the Madison
Courthouse on Friday,
December 7 at 3 p.m. and
there were over 100 people there to honor these
two fine people.
The party began
with remarks from Clerk

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Kristin Finney, December 7, 2012

Property Appraiser
Leigh Barfield, who
worked closely with
Frances Ginn and is the
niece of Wetzel Blair
thank both of them for
their places in her life.
of
the Court, Tim
Sanders. Sanders welcomed everyone to the
event and then introduced Pastor Joe Boyles

who said the welcoming
prayer.
County Commissioner of District 2, Wayne
Vickers, spoke to both
Blair and Ginn of his
gratitude for their service and then allowed
Sanders to read the resolutions that the County
Commission had written. The resolutions recognized the retirement of
both Wetzel Blair and
Frances Ginn from their
respected positions and
thanked them for their
service to the county.
Chief Judge of the
3rd Circuit, Judge Leandra G. Johnson, spoke for
the
judiciary
and
thanked Judge Blair for
his service and also his
willingness to help in
other counties when he
was needed.
Property Appraiser

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Kristin Finney, December 7, 2012

Tim Sanders reads
the resolutions recognizing the retirement of both
Wetzel Blair and Frances
Ginn from their respected positions and thanked
them for their service to
the county.

Tax Collector Frances Ginn is seen with her family during the retirement
party.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, December 7, 2012

Leigh Barfield, who
worked closely with
Frances Ginn and is the
niece of Wetzel Blair,
thanked both of them for
all that they have done in
her life. She spoke of being the Judge’s niece
growing up and how it
did not mean she always
got off easy. She also
spoke of working closely
with Frances Ginn and

the relationship that
they have built over the
years.
John Hopwood, Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, then said the
closing prayer and everyone was able to spend
time in fellowship and
enjoying the lovely food
that had been set up.
Madison
County
would like to extend a

very sincere “Thank
you” to both County
Judge Wetzel Blair and
Tax Collector Frances
Ginn for their many
years of service to our
community!

Retiring County Judge Wetzel Blair (left) is seen
with the new County Judge Bailey Browning III
(right).
Photo submitted by Pat Lightcap

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Kristin Finney, December 7, 2012

The new Tax Collector Lisa Tuten (left) is seen
with long time coworker and friend, Retiring Tax Collector Frances Ginn (right).
Photo submitted by Pat Lightcap

County Judge Wetzel
Blair and Tax Collector
Frances Ginn hug while
thanking everyone for
being at their retirement
party.

Operating Loans to Help You Grow
No one understands the cycles of farming and how they can
affect your business better than Farm Credit. Talk to us about
KRZDQRSHUDWLQJORDQFDQJLYH\RXWKH¿QDQFLDOIUHHGRPWR
respond to changing conditions. We understand agriculture.
Contact Craig Seals at 850-997-3545.

www.farmcredit-fl.com/operating-loans

Retiring County Judge Wetzel Blair is seen with his family during the retirement party.
Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, December 7, 2012
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Joe Boyle s Is The Ne w Vicar Of
St. Mar y’ s Episcopal Church
Howard in 2011 came together with the seed that
had been planted years earlier, it was a manifestation of the Holy Spirit for Boyles. Based on that
interview, Bishop Howard asked him to consider
going into the ministry. Two weeks later, Boyles
called back and accepted the challenge and undertook the laid-out course of instruction and study.
“I guess you could say it came as something
the Godfather would call ‘an offer you can’t
refuse,’” he says with a smile.
“I can appreciate that Peter was in denial, and
that Paul was in denial (about going into the ministry),” he said. “But the Lord had a way of speaking to them. On a smaller scale, it was the same
with me. When people ask me, ‘were you a volunteer?’ I always answer, ‘No I was drafted – by the
previous vicar (Ben Pfeil), by the Bishop of
Florida and by the congregation, but primarily by
the hand of God.’”
Normally, in the Episcopal Church, a candidate for priesthood goes through a three-year seminary program at one of eight Episcopal seminaries in the country, for what is essentially a masters degree program in theology, but this is something that isn’t always feasible for small, rural
churches
...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.
Eight years ago, when the members of the St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church of Madison asked one of
their congregation if he had ever thought about
pursuing the ministry and becoming a priest or
vicar, Joe Boyles said no, he hadn’t, and didn’t
really think he would in the future.
However, that conversation with his fellow
parishioners did plant a seed in his mind. Over
time, it would grow. In the Episcopal Church, this
is referred to as “a time of discernment” when
the Holy Spirit is allowed to work over time.
In July of 2011, about a year and half ago,
Boyles, who had been baptized into the church
and had served as an acolyte in his youth, sat
down with Bishop Samuel Johnson Howard of the
Diocese of Florida, and at that point, he was ready
to accept the challenge – to take on the self-studies
that would enable him to one day lead the congregation of St. Mary’s.
It was also the fact that in the Episcopal
Church, the Bishop of the Diocese is a key figure,
and Boyles had always felt that an invitation to
pursue the ministry should come from the
Bishop. When that invitation from Bishop

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 5, 2012

Joe Boyles is the new Vicar of St. Maryʼs
Episcopal Church in Madison.
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Path of Faith

A General Look At
Online Ordination

the Universal Life
Church International
Headquarters based in
Modesto, Calif., and the
Universal Life Church
World Headquarters in
Carrabelle, with similar-looking logos and
in some cases, very
similar
website
addresses, but sometimes a quite different
focus, doctrine, and/or
content.
The Universal Life
Church
Monastery
website, at www.themonastery.org displays
13 different religious
symbols across its page
and offers online ordination for Catholic,
Christian, Buddhist,
Pagan,
Muslim,
Agnostic and even
Atheist ministers. It
also offers an online
catalog of products for
each religion, including wedding supplies –
the emphasis appears
to be on the ability of
the ordained ministers
to officiate at weddings
or funerals, and administering the rites and
sacraments of ...Story
cont. on Page 6B...
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required, only a desire
a desire to serve the
church in a ministerial
capacity.
They also
point out that online
requests
ordination
are reviewed before the
ordination is granted...it is not automatic,
in other words...and
that many online ordination services also
offer online ministerial training, support
service
and
other
resources, some for
free, some for a fee.
When looking into
the issue of online
ordination, it quickly
becomes apparent that
there are a multitude
of websites offering
this service, some with
names so similar it is
often difficult to determine if they are the
same entity, different
branches of a single
entity, or entirely different organizations
altogether.
For instance, under
the name, “Universal
Life Church,” one can
find the Universal Life
Church
Monastery
based in Seattle, Wash.,

CYAN
MAGENTA

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.
With the advent of
the Internet came a lot
of ideas that seem
bizarre to some, and
an ingenious convenience to others. One of
those is online ordination for ministers.
Without making any
value judgments as to
the relative merit of
online ordination, this
report will simply look
at the issue, some of
the various websites
that offer it, what the
requirements are, and
what some of the possible pros and cons
may be.
On the one hand, it
might
seem
quite
strange that someone
could simply apply to
an online group or
entity and become
empowered to start a
church, baptize people,
marry them, give them
spiritual advice, and
ultimately, bury them,
the same as a traditionally ordained minister
with what is deemed
the “proper” theological background and
training, and the “traditional” ordination
service, but then again,
this is the age of the
Internet.
As some proponents of online ordination point out, there
are some established
churches, especially
among protestants and
non-denominationals,
that already ordain
“lay ministers,” leaders for whom no
advanced training is

Path of Faith

How Much Do You Truly
Love The Lord?

Madison County Carrier • Wednesday, December 12, 2012 • 3B

The
Pulpit

Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that
ye love the LORD your God. Joshua 23:11
How much do you truly love the Lord?
Do you love Him more than your car? How
about your bank account? What about your family? Finally, do you love Him more than your own
life?
It would seem that in our society today, true

CYAN
MAGENTA

Delbert Redditt, Pastor,
Faith Baptist Church

love is one of the most sought after, yet most rare,
gifts one can find. People spend so much of their
lives searching for love yet they often come up
short.
One of the reasons is they look in all the
wrong places for it. Some look to their friends
and family, which will, in the end, disappoint.
Others look to politicians who will say or do
anything to be elected. Others turn to various
perversions, which they mistake for true love
only in the end to be sad, dejected and bitter.
Finally, some turn to false religions in the hope
that it will fill that intense need to love and be
loved.
Here, Joshua warns Israel to Love God. If
they loved God and showed their love for Him
by obeying and following His commandments,
they would receive great blessings.
If they
rejected God, great sorrow would follow and it
did!
So, ask yourself, do you truly love God? Or
is it window dressing while you search for love
in other places? If you truly love him why not
share that love with a friend?

YELLOW
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In the Arms of Love
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into the world that we celebrate during this season, was not to save us from God, but to show us
what and who God is really like. And what is he
like? He is at peace with us. He has reconciled all
things. There is no anger to placate and no blood
to shed, only his love to receive, explore, and
share.
God loves us, not because we are good; not
because we are loveable; not because of what we
can do for him or for others; and not because of
the way we make him feel. He loves us because he
is actually, truly, really that good. And what we
and our world need more than anything – a world
up to its collective ears in fear and bloodshed – is
that kind of real, unconditional, healing love.
I enjoy how Father Richard Rohr explains
this. He tells a story about eating dinner with a
family from his parish. They had a wonderful
meal and the whole time the toddler in the family,
who had just learned to walk, was running about
everywhere. The little guy could really move, but
he had a problem stopping.
He ran to the top of a set of stairs but could
not find his “brakes” in time to stop. He toppled,
over the edge, banging and careening his way
downward. ....Story cont. on Page 5B...
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While in Central America earlier this year, I
visited the Mayan ruins at Tazumal, El Salvador.
Tazumal is one of the best preserved ruins in that
country, and I learned from my guide, that it was
a central religious site. Tazumal was a place
where the ancients gathered to ceremonially
soothe their cruel, bloodthirsty deities.
If a severe drought struck the region, then the
gods were angry; shed some blood. If the rainy
season was monsoonal, the gods were perturbed;
shed some blood. If the spring corn crop refused
to grow, the gods were against the people; shed
some blood. Sickness, plague, earthquakes, tidal
waves, floods, or accidents; these all had the same
explanation. The fickle and nefarious gods had to

be appeased.
All ancient religions were built on a similar
foundation: God is angry and humanity stands in
constant danger, thus someone has to pay. Much of
current religion is anchored to this mooring as
well. Is it no wonder then, that the world is filled
with hate, bloodshed, panic, and terror when religious people, the vast majority of the world’s population, expect the same from their gods?
Regrettably, faith has failed to mature or
evolve beyond its most elementary and primitive
beginnings; and when Christianity succumbs to
this type of fear-driven hysteria, it is especially
disconcerting. That God is an unpredictable executioner with an itchy, twitchy trigger finger that
must somehow be pacified is a gross misrepresentation of our faith, because it is a gross misrepresentation of Jesus Christ, his person, and his mission.
We who are Christian believe that Jesus “is
the visible image of the invisible God,” as the
Apostle Paul wrote. Paul continued, “And through
Christ, God reconciled everything to himself. He
made peace with everything in heaven and on
earth.”
Put simply, the Advent of Jesus, his coming

Path of Faith

YELLOW
BLACK

Path of Faith

Madison County Carrier • Wednesday, December 12, 2012 • 5B

Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B

CYAN
MAGENTA

No one at the table moved; they all held their breath in dread. Four, five,
six, seconds passed. The father finally jumped up and ran to the stairwell. There the youngster was at the bottom of the steps, only bruised a
bit, but lying in shock, his eyes bugged out over what had just happened
to him. Only when his dad got to him and picked him up did he start crying.
Father Rohr made this appropriate observation: “We can never
acknowledge our pain and let the healing begin, until we are taken up in
the arms of love. Love allows the crying and the mending to begin.” God
wants to take up the hurt and injured into his arms to love and mend,
not destroy. So let the mending begin in each us, and we might discover
that the mending will begin in our world.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and
author of multiple books. You can read more and receive regular ecolumns in your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Joe Boyles
Continued from page 1B
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in small, rural communities.
In 1992, then-Bishop of Florida Frank Cerveny made the decision that
because of the the situation with the small church in Madison, that it would
be better to use a local priest...a member of the local congregation who
agreed to do the necessary studying and preparation on his own that would
prepare him to take on the responsibility. Twenty years ago, Ben Pfeil paved
the way as St. Mary’s first local priest, and with his recent passing a few
weeks ago, his successor, Joe Boyles, steps into the role.
Using local priests and vicars, however, is a tradition that dates back to
previous centuries in the smaller, rural Anglican churches of the Church of
England. Since it was often impractical, if not impossible, to get seminarytrained priests to the tiny village churches and rural parishes, the congregations were allowed to choose one of their members to take on the responsibility to lead them. The term “vicar,” although it can be used interchangeably with “priest,” refers to those chosen in this manner to lead the
smaller, rural congregations.
The Diocese of Florida, which includes St. Mary’s, used to cover the
entire state, but with the enormous growth in Florida’s population, it was
pared back to 25 counties in North Central Florida.
Still, it is the largest diocese in Florida, with 63 congregations, and as
Boyles notes, “Churches come is all sizes.” He has visited the Ponte Vedra
Church in St. Johns County, a huge congregation that includes 10 priests
and covers three church campuses, and he has visited a small congregation
with only ten members. St. Mary’s, founded in 1859, current building built
in 1879 and consecrated in 1883, is the oldest church still in continuous use
in Madison, and in terms of size, it is definitely at the smaller end of the
spectrum.
“We are tiny, tiny, in comparison,” Boyles acknowledges, referring to the
large congregation of Ponte Vedra, “But we are no less faithful.”
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The Modesto church may be where online
ordination can trace its beginnings. Hensley, who
established this “church for all people,” believed
that religion should be free and that this freedom
should be asserted and protected. He ordained all
those who asked, free of charge, and with no questions. Those who heard the call to preach, he felt,
should be should be free to answer that call in
their own way.
The more established churches opposed this
idea, claiming that years of seminary study and
church approval were required for the ordination
of clergy, but were met with counter-arguments
that the twelve disciples of Jesus had no such formal training, nor were they held to a body of prewritten church guidelines and committee review
of their ordinations.
The Universal Life Church of Modesto quickly grew in popularity, becoming the Universal Life
Church International Headquarters, and with the
coming of the Internet, established an online
presence in 1997 at ulc.net and later, at ulchq.com.
These are the only two official websites of the
Modesto organization. The Hensley/Modesto
supporters claim that other sites with similar
sounding names are copy-cats or outright scams
looking to trade on the Universal Life Church
name, a name that was never copyrighted or
trademarked in any way. They advise that applicants ...Story cont. on Page 8B...

CYAN
MAGENTA

the faith they represent.
The site’s ordination page states that while
each denomination has its own requirements for
ordination, the ULC Monastery is the only religious and spiritual organization that opens its
door to all and welcomes all faiths and religions.
While it states that its online ordinations are
legally recognized in all 50 states as well as all
over the world, it also adds the caveat that online
applicants should check with the FAQ page for
more information as to legal rights, and check
with their own local legal authorities about the
requirements for such things, making sure everything is valid and legal before officiating at such
events as weddings. The ordination process itself
is free, and good for life, requiring that the applicant submit his or her full and true legal name
and email address, and promising to review and
process the ordination in 72 hours or less.
But while the ordination process itself is free,
a downloadable and printable credential is $6.99.
The site also offers several different credentialing
packages, including a “Letter of Good Standing,”

and various certificates for weddings and other
rites.
There are sections that offer instruction and
training for new ministers on how to conduct the
rites and sacraments they are now entitled to perform for various religions, along with a list of sermons from the various religions represented by
the site, including such titles as “I am Druid” (by
a former U.S. Marine who was raised Southern
Baptist), “Yin and Yang 101” and “What is the
True Love of Christ?”
So far, the Universal Life Church Monastery
claims to have ordained upwards of 20 million
ministers, pastors and priests worldwide.
Heading south to Modesto, California, one
finds the Universal Life Church International
Headquarters. A photo of a small white building
appears on the online ordination request page.
The late founder and long-time president, Kirby
James Hensley, grew up in a Baptist home in
North Carolina, was ordained a Baptist minister
at an early age, then left the Baptists for the
Pentecostals.
After establishing several
Pentecostal churches in several different states,
he ended up in California with his second wife,
where he began to contemplate the idea of a
“church for all people.”
In 1959, he established the Universal Life
Church in Modesto, and by 1962, it was incorporated as a non-profit.
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ordained ministers are required to purchase their
credentials, although the ordination process itself
is free.
In the brief look so far at online ordination
services, each site discussed has its supporters
and detractors, but the ULC International
Headquarters (Modesto) and the ULC World
Headquarters (Carrabelle) seem the most at odds
with each other. Detractors of the Modesto organization refer to Hensley as “twice-defrocked minister,” while detractors of the Carrabelle group
point to Cauley’s allegedly checkered past, including legal and financial troubles.
Moving on to online services with “Christian”
in the title, one may come across the Christian
National Church’s online ordination site at
www.ministerregistration.org/.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) heads up
the website where one may request ordination
from the Christian National Church as a nondenominational Christian minister.
No seminary degree or other advanced study
is required. A theological degree reflects academic study, not faith, according to the CNC, and is
necessary only to teach religion at the college
level. For ordination as a minister, the three
requirements are: 1) belief in God as the one true
God, 2)
...Story cont. on Page 9B...
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browsing online should be aware of the subtle differences between .net and network, for example,
should not be required to purchase credentials or
“Letters of Good Standing,” and should know that
they can check the corporate records in their
respective states to see if a church claiming to be
ULC is in fact, affiliated with the Modesto-based
Universal Life Church or is one of several organizations with a similar-sounding name.
Like several other online ordination websites,
the Modesto ULC advises that applicants check
with legal requirements of their county, state or
province, and further says that there are no
“instant online ordinations;” each applicant is
reviewed.
Speaking of similar-sounding names, there is
the Universal Life Church World Headquarters in
Carrabelle, led by Brother Michael Cauley.
Cauley grew up with a staunch Catholic background, even obtaining advanced degrees in theology with an eye toward the priesthood.
However, he left the Roman Catholic Church over
the belief that he could be both a family man and

a minister, founding the Universal Fortunes
Group (UFG) in 1982. UFG eventually became the
parent company of the Universal Life Church
World Headquarters. UFG later merged with the
ULC World Headquarters.
The ULC World Headquarters of Carrabelle
website, www.ulcnetwork.com, claims to have the
only leader originally baptized and confirmed
within the traditional Christian faith; furthermore, in Cauley, it claims he is the only leader
with years of advanced theological training; however, he is only the nominal head of the ULC,
since “the real leader is the Lord Jesus Christ.”
In tracing its origins, the ULC World
Headquarters states that it is aligned with the
doctrine of the “original” Universal Life Church
that came into being sometime in the the first or
second century A.D., and that the Roman Catholic
Church itself derived its name from this Original
Universal Life Church, since the Greek word for
“universal” is “katholikos.” Therefore, according
to this website and its supporters, it is the
Modesto ULC that is the copy-cat.
The ULC World Headquarters is “independent
Catholic and non-denominational” in its ordinations; stating that it is not an “online ordination
assembly line,” it says that applicants are prescreened before ordination services, and requires
that would-be ministers be actively involved in a
faith-based ministry and church. It states that
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pose for which he or she is seeking online ordination. One doesn’t have be an ordained minister to
lead a neighborhood prayer group or Bible study,
for example, but if he or she would like to officiate
a wedding for a dear friend, or perform several
other rites or sacraments, ordination will be necessary. Additionally, the would-be minister who plans
to someday lead a church should probably consider
whether or not potential church members would
accept an online ordination. Another caveat to be
aware of, is that if the applicant plans to start a new
church within an established denomination, he or
she should find out if that particular denomination
accepts online ordinations for its ministers, even in
remote, rural sites where seminary-trained ministers may be rare. Then, there are congregants for
whom an extensive knowledge of theology and a
background of Biblical training by an established
seminary or Bible institute are an essential
requirement for someone who would lead them and
advise them on spiritual matters.
Among the Christian online ordination websites, there are those that offer online support services and training for ministers. Some are free,
some are not. Websites differ on how much they
charge.
(Additionally, there are other, different websites than the ones discussed here, websites for
online seminaries that charge tuition and offer
online course study and theology degrees much
like any other online degree.)
It can be a simple process to become ordained
online, if that is what the person wants or feels led
to pursue, but it may require some thought and
research to sort through the different sites, look
their requirements and their philosophies, and see
if they are compatible with the applicant’s spiritual beliefs.
Online ordination, along with other outgrowths
of the Internet age, is probably going to be around
for a while.

An early Christmas community dinner will be
held Saturday, Dec. 15, at Pinetta Elementary
School in the cafeteria.
Volunteers are needed to help serve the meals.
Each community church is encouraged to bring a
list of the shut-ins that would like a meal ad find
drivers to help deliver the meals. Each community church is also asked to bring desserts and
casseroles. We ask that all items be brought to
Pinetta Elementary School cafeteria no later than
9 a.m. on Dec. 15.

Plates will be made for the shut-ins at approximately 9:45 a.m. Walk-ins are welcome from 11
a.m.-2 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
Pinetta Elementary School is located at 135
NE Empress Tree Ave., Pinetta.
Community event is hosted by Mt. Zion AME
Church of Cherry Lake. Rev. Ralph Campbell is
the pastor.
If there are any questions, call Savilla
Murphy at (850) 929-4386.

Hanson, Pinetta And Cherry Lake
Community Christmas Meal Set
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ordination is required in all 50 states in order to
officiate at weddings. The site offers a link to basic
state law guide and advises that applicants can also
contact the First Nation Church for more information.
When it comes to online ordination with any
website entity, the problem for some people may be
the lack of education requirements, or the lack of
an “official” ordination ceremony conducted by a
church. Although the nominally Christian sites
list belief in God as a requirement, without the personal meetings and face-to-face interviews of traditional ordinations, the online services are taking
the applicants pretty much at their word – “on
faith,” as it were, that they meet the stated requirements.
Similarly, the applicants must take “on faith”
that the online service does indeed review all
requests before granting ordinations.
However, for a couple who wants a special
friend or relative who is not a minister or court official to bless their union, or for those who live in
remote, sparsely populated areas where seminary
education and traditional ordination services
might be difficult if not impossible, or in other
such locations where retaining a full-time traditional minister is not an option, online ordination
can be a boon. If the applicants can find a website
service they are comfortable with and that is compatible with their spiritual beliefs, and if their
potential congregants will accept online ordination, this may be one way to allow someone who
feels called to the ministry to answer that call, even
if they are unable to take the traditional path.
The serious applicant may want to read
through each online service website carefully and
read about what other, independent websites may
have to say about that particular service before
deciding he or she agrees with the views and tenets
expressed, and that this is the site they want to use.
An applicant might also want to consider the pur-
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acceptance of Jesus Christ as the true and only savior, and 3) prayer for the forgiveness of past sins.
The ordination is the CNC’s acknowledgment of
a commitment to God, and because the ordination
is non-denominational, the newly-ordained minister is free to practice his or her faith according to
any denominational Christian teachings. The
newly ordained minister may start a church and
preside over its services, including weddings, in all
50 states.
The CNC, also based in Seattle, Wash., requires
that applicants submit a request for the registration
form via email. Once the church receives the form,
it will send the ordination certificate through regular mail in about five to seven days.
The Christian Harvest Church at www.christianharvestchurch.com gives a Texas City, Texas
mailing address and requires that applicants
believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, agree to spread
the word of Christianity in their own way, that
actions and beliefs not conflict with common decency and agree that “we are free to do as we will, as
long as it does not harm or infringe on the rights of
others.”
The CHC charges a one-time fee of $76 shipping
and handling for an online order of its Clergy Pack
that includes a textbook, an ordination certification, credentials and certificates for baptisms weddings, etc. The site also talks about the idea of
starting a wedding chapel to support one’s ministry.
There is a ten-day guarantee of satisfaction,
during which the packet may be returned for a
refund, and the applicant’s name will removed from
the ordination registry.
“What if you want a friend or family member to
serve as your wedding minister?” That seems to be
the primary focus of the First Nation Ministry at
www.firstnationministry.org, making sure that such
a person is legally able to do so, for a minimal document-processing cost.
Any legally designated person may conduct a
wedding ceremony, whether it is a parent, brother,
sister, cousin or even best friend, and the ordination can be granted under the bylaws of the First
Nation Church and in compliance with the Native
American Free Exercise of Religion Act of 1993.
The First Nation Church online ministry can help
make sure the person selected to perform the nuptials is legally ordained and recognized as such by
the local government authority. In fact, like several
other websites, First Nation Ministry advises
checking with local authorities as the first step.
Under federal law in the United States and under
common law in most countries around the world,
no religious education or ceremonial training is
required to be an ordained ceremonial minister, but
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Architillery’s Time To Give To
Seniors And Others

Photo submitted

Brother
Roosevelt
Nelson, Rev. Holmes and
Jimmy
Deacon
Weatherspoon III look over
the Thanksgiving basket
they received from their
congregation during their
Harvest
Program
last
month.
Rev. Marcus
Hawkins, pastor of Shiloh
Baptist Church in Madison
was in charge of that program.
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Submitted by Rev. Robert Holmes,
Architillery Missionary Baptist Church
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says that to everything there is a season, a time
for every purpose under heaven. Ecclesiastes goes on to say that
there is a time to be born and a time to die, a time for war and a time
for peace.
It is Architillery’s desire to reach out to the community and give
to the senior citizens of Madison, to bring about some holiday cheer!
Also, our church is preparing to send some holiday cheer (donations, etc.) to the victims of Sandy in the New Jersey area. It is our
hope and prayer that this giving will spread across the nation and
many victims will be happy and joyful this year.
Further, I would encourage our community state, and nation by
saying that it is a time to heal and work together for the good of
humankind. All of the elections are over and we need and we need
to come together as one nation under God. The Lord is pleased when
we put aside every weight and sin which can beset us and run with
patience the race which is set before us. All we need to do is look to
Jesus Christ who is the Author and Finisher of our faith.
In closing, let us remember that Ecclesiastes reminds us that
there is a time for everything under the sun. Today, it is time to give
and come together for the Lord’s sake.
In Jesus’ precious name, we say, Amen.
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