
Madison County
Sheriff  Ben Stewart re-
ports that on Monday,
Nov. 26, investigators of
the Sheriff ’s Office Drug
Task Force conducted a
traffic stop on State Road
6 in Madison County for
a civil infraction. During
the traffic stop, investiga-
tors noted signs of  possi-
ble criminal activity with
the occupants of  the ve-
hicle.  

Investigators deployed K-9 “Arko”
for an exterior search of  the vehicle

with a positive alert.
They discovered 4.5
grams of  crack cocaine
in the passenger’s pock-
et. The passenger, Ken-
neth C. Locke, 45, of
Jasper, claimed the
crack cocaine and the
driver was not charged.
Kenneth C Locke was
taken into custody with-
out further incident. 

Locke was arrested
and charged with posses-

sion of  crack cocaine with intent to
sell.
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Index
Wed
12/5 80/56
Areas of patchy fog early. Partly
cloudy skies. High around 80F.

Thu
12/6 79/55
More clouds than sun. Highs in the
upper 70s and lows in the mid 50s.

F

Fri
12/7 78/56
Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper
70s and lows in the mid 50s.

Sat
12/8 76/55
Times of sun and clouds. Highs in
the mid 70s and lows in the mid
50s.
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By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene
Publishing, Inc.

A Greenville man
was arrested last week
and charged with sexual
battery after an incident
reported earlier this
year.

The Jefferson Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report-
ed that on June 7, the
older sister of  a 16-year
old victim reported that
her younger sister had
been sexually battered.

She said that, after
moving to Jefferson
County, she, her
boyfriend and grand-
mother left the residence 

Please see Battery,
Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A Greenville woman was seriously injured in a
rollover on Jody Morgan Grade in Perry early Sat-
urday morning, Dec. 1.

According to a Florida Highway Patrol report, a
motorist passing by noticed an overturned 2006 Toy-
ota Tacoma pickup in the woods off  the road. Amy
Anne Dice, 26, was pinned under the vehicle, which
was on its roof.

The motorist who discovered it reported the ac-
cident, which was believed to have occurred at about
2 a.m., to Taylor County 911 at about 5:45 a.m. The
motorist assisted Dice from the scene and transport-
ed her to town to receive medical treatment. 

An investigation by FHP Trooper Gus Smyrnios
revealed Dice was eastbound on Jody Morgan Grade
when she failed to follow a curve to the left. She went
off  the right side of  the road and overturned. She
was ejected from the pickup and then pinned under
it. 

Dice was airlifted to Tallahassee Memorial Hos-
pital from Doctors Memorial Hospital. 

The Taylor County Sheriff ’s Office also respond-
ed to the accident scene. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Thanks to a catch by Madison Public Works Su-
pervisor Chuck Hitchcock, the city’s population
count has climbed to 3,041. The previous count, done
by the US Census Bureau in 2010, listed the city’s
population at 2,843. 

Hitchcock began investigating why the count
was lower than expected and discovered that the
Census Bureau had failed to count the people in the
Arbors.

Hitchcock contacted the Bureau and asked them
if  they could add the people there. The area had
been annexed into the city and the Bureau had failed
to realize that. 

At first, the Bureau said they would not count
them because they had verified the count. Hitchcock
was persistent, however, and they relented. 

Hitchcock said that it is important that the city
have more numbers of  people in order to get federal
grant money. He said that, in this area, many people
refuse to be counted because they do not want gov-
ernment interference in their lives. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A Madison man was killed in
a traffic crash on Saturday
evening, Dec. 1, at Cherry Lake
Circle, 309 feet northeast of  Post
Road.

According to a Florida High-
way Patrol report, Jonathan Hurt,
34, was traveling west on Cherry
Lake Drive in a 1984 Ford pickup.

For unknown reasons, Hurt trav-
eled onto the north grassy shoul-
der, struck a culvert and the truck
became airborne. 

The front of  Hurt’s pickup
landed in the westbound travel
lane and exited onto the north
shoulder. 

The pickup overturned multi-
ple times and came to a final rest
on its roof, facing east on the

north shoulder, partially in the
westbound travel lane. 

Madison County EMS pro-
nounced Hurt dead at the scene.

The Madison County Sher-
iff ’s Office and Cherry Lake Fire
and Rescue assisted the FHP at
the scene.

FHP Trooper Mark
Boatwright was the investigating
officer. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Marshall Windell
Straws has registered as
a sexual offender with a
new address.

Straws, whose previ-
ous address was at 164
SW Hudson Street in
Madison, has now regis-
tered with his addressed
listed as 606 SW First Av-
enue in Madison. 

Straws stands 5’8”
tall and weighs 220
pounds. 

Straws’ qualifying
offense was an Oct. 30,
2000 Madison County
conviction for lewd and
lascivious assault/sexu-
al battery on a victim un-
der 16 years old. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Madison County High School Cowboys are
going to state for the second year in a row. They qual-
ified for the berth in the championship game by de-
feated First Academy, of  Orlando, 27-3 in playoff
action at Boot Hill in Madison on Friday, Nov. 30.

After a scoreless first quarter, the Cowboys got on
the board in the second with a nine-yard touchdown
run by Keon Bruton. Zach Money’s extra point kick
sailed through the uprights to make it 7-0.

Deonshay Wells scored in the third quarter on a
six-yard touchdown run. Money’s kick was perfect,
putting the Cowboys ahead 14-0.

First Academy’s place kicker Landon Sheer
kicked a 21-yard field goal to narrow the lead to 14-3. It
was the only points First Academy would scored in
the game. 

Sheddrick Williams would break through the line
to score a 26 yard touchdown run and Money would
convert the extra point, putting the Cowboys up 21-3. 

In the fourth quarter, Bruton would go in again on
a one-yard touchdown run. The extra point attempt
would fail but the Cowboys had a 27-3 win. 

Bruton rushed three times for 190 yards and Wells
rushed six times for 134 yards to anchor Madison’s po-
tent ground game. 

The Cowboys will travel to Orlando and play the
University School of  NSU for the Class 3A state title
on Saturday, December 8. Kickoff  is set for 1:07 p.m.
Pre-sale tickets are available in the office at Madison
County High School. The game is being televised this
year by Bright House Cable Networks. 

Go, Cowboys!

Madison County Sheriff  Ben Stewart reports that on Wednesday, Nov. 28, in-
vestigators of  the Sheriff ’s Office Drug Task Force conducted a traffic stop on
Interstate 10 in Madison County for speeding. During the traffic stop, Investiga-
tors detected the odor of  a controlled substance and other criminal indicators.   

A consensual search of  the vehicle located a towel under the hood conceal-
ing 7.5 ounces of  cocaine. The vehicle was being driven by Neil Eric Jones, 22,
and occupied by two passengers, William Stanley Johnson, 37, and Derrick Leon
Thomas, 44, all from Jacksonville. 

All three were arrested and charged with trafficking cocaine.

Three Arrested For
Cocaine Trafficking

Neil Jones William Johnson Derrick Johnson
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Greenville Man Charged
With Kidnapping

By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene
Publishing, Inc. 

A Greenville man
was charged with kid-
napping after an inci-
dent that took place in
September in Jefferson
County. 

The Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Office
reported that on Sep-
tember 8, Deputy
Robert Hall was dis-
patched to an East
Clark Street residence in reference to
a battery complaint. 

Deputy Hall was advised that the
caller only said “help” the first time
and then the call was disconnected.
Dispatch received a second call and
the complainant gave her address, the
suspect’s name and said, “He is trying
to kill me with a knife.”

Deputy Hall advised dispatch to
request mutual aid from the Monticel-
lo Police Department, and Hall and
Deputy Dan Williams were en route.
Dispatch advised that the suspect had
a knife and possibly a handgun. Upon
arrival at the apartment complex, the
deputies found Monticello police offi-
cers on the scene. 

Police Officer Brent Parramore
advised that the suspect ran out the
back door upon the officer’s arrival. 

Hall, Williams and
Parramore searched
the complex and sur-
rounding area, but
failed to locate the sus-
pect. Deputy Hall then
went to the victim’s
apartment. 

She stated that she
heard a knock on her
back door and went to
see who it was. She
said she approached
the door and heard her
former boyfriend,

Jonathan Burnelle Johnson, 40, of
Greenville, trying to get in. The bot-
tom door lock was secure, but the vic-
tim noticed that the top lock on her
door was unlocked and she tried to
lock it. Before she could do so, John-
son broke through the door and
jumped on her.

He bent her over the freezer and
started choking her with both hands.
During the struggle, he grabbed a
large kitchen knife and threatened to
kill her with it. She said he pushed her
so hard that she fell on the kitchen
floor, hitting her head and back
against the cabinets. 

For approximately the next hour
and a half, he kept her in the kitchen,
threatening to kill her with the knife
and pushing her back when she tried 

Please see Kidnapping, Page 3A
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27th Annual Greenville
Country Christmas
Friday, Dec. 7 and 
Saturday, Dec. 8
Fun for everyone!
Please see page 8A



John Henery Fountain told me ‘uh
story I’ve gotta’ pass on. He had this
piny wood rooter ( That’s ‘uh half  wild
hog you find in the flat woods ), faten’n
it up ta’ butcher. The critter tore outa’
the pen ‘n ran off  . Arney Sapp  hunt-
ed wild hogs not far from John’s place.
Arney spotted the thing about 50 yards
off. He tried ta’ draw ‘uh bead with his
rifle ‘n the hog charged ‘eem. Arney
dropped his gun ‘n ran to the nearest
tree, ‘uh gum tree just big enough ta’
climb. That hog had him treed fer 4
hours. It was touch ‘n go till ‘uh wild
sow caught the bore’s attention. Arney
managed ta’ fetch his rifle ‘n shoot the
bore. He showed it to his brother
Rudolph. Rudolph noticed  that the
hog’s left ear was miss’n. ‘n said,
“Why, that’s John Henery’s hog.”
Rudolph said, “ Ta’ keep from the

bad side of  John, lets make sausage
with it ‘n give it ta’ John.”

When they took the sausage ta’
John, John wern’t mad t’all. he said,
“Ya’ll just saved me from hav’n ta’
butcher it. That hog would’a only

dressed out at 150 pounds. This is 200
pounds ‘uh sausage.”The Sapp boys
had put deer meat with it ta’ make bet-
ter sausage.
John Henery told me he wound up

split’n the sausage with the Sapp boys
‘n still had more sausage than  his
family could eat in ‘uh year.
Sincerely Yourn’
Cracola O’Lustee
(Cracker fer short )
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SEC

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

Every now and then, I
write something that has
nothing to do with nation-
al security, public policy,
or economics, the normal
bill of  fare in this space.
This is one of  those times
… so hang on.
I am a “son of  the

south,” born in Florida
shortly after the end of
World War II.  A lot of  peo-
ple don’t believe my ori-
gin because I’ve never had
much of  an accent.  Can’t
help that.  Growing up,
the only year I spent out-
side my home state was a
teenage year in Raleigh,
N.C. where my father was
a graduate student.  I
called places like Moore
Haven, Lakeland, and
mostly Gainesville, home.
My grandparents were a
farm family from neigh-
boring Suwannee County.
Back in the late 1950s

and early 60s, a sports-
minded boy like me owed
no local allegiance to a
professional sports team
because the closest pro
team was five states away.
Until I was 20 (when the
Braves moved from Mil-
waukee to Atlanta), the
closest professional team
in any sport was from the
Washington-Baltimore
area.  I cheered for the
New York Yankees, but
that’s another story.
Instead, our alle-

giance was to college foot-
ball, and specifically,
those schools that were
members of  the South-
eastern Conference.
Since I grew up in a uni-
versity town, it’s not sur-
prising that I cheered for
the hometown heroes,
otherwise known as the
Gators.  I did not attend
the University of  Florida
like my Dad (Class of
1941), but old habits are
hard to break.  I never
paid for a ticket back
when I was a teenager:
when I wore my Boy
Scout uniform, I served as
an usher until halftime;
occasionally, I was a sub-
stitute vendor selling
cokes or peanuts.
We used to think that

the best brand of  football
was played in the SEC.
Today, there isn’t any
doubt.  SEC schools have
won the last six BCS na-
tional championships and
will again be represented
in the national title game
by last year’s winner, the
Alabama Crimson Tide.
My guess is that they will
be favored (now by 9
points) in the game over
Notre Dame, but many
football fans across the
country will be rooting
for the Fighting Irish if
for no other reason than
to break the SEC win
streak.
Of  the top four teams

in college football at sea-
son’s end, three (Alaba-
ma, Georgia, and Florida)
are from the SEC.  Not far
behind are LSU, Texas
A&M and South Carolina.
Mississippi State, Vander-
bilt, and Ole Miss have all
had credible seasons and
are headed to bowl games.
Most of  the five confer-
ence teams not mentioned
are firing their coaches so
they can restart and be-
come competitive again.
Auburn and Tennessee
are in unusual slumps
and the faithful are not
happy.
No other conference

can match the record of
the SEC over the last five
seasons.  One would sus-
pect that at some point in
the future, schools from
another conference like
the Big Ten or PAC 10 will
reverse this trend, but I
don’t see that happening
anytime soon.
It’s pretty common

knowledge that defense in
football wins champi-
onships.  No one plays de-
fense like the SEC.  I don’t
understand scores of  62-
54 that look more like a
basketball result than
football.  Team speed in
the SEC, across the line-
up, is so much faster than
other schools generally
boast.  Maybe it’s the hot
weather.
Two weeks ago in Tal-

lahassee, two 10-1 teams
from the elite of  the SEC

and ACC played.  The
Seminoles were favored
by a touchdown to beat
the Gators because of
their great defense and
high scoring offense.  It
didn’t happen and it was-
n’t really close.  The
‘Noles defense, which
looked so stout against
ACC competition, didn’t
hold up against the SEC
team.  Meanwhile, FSU’s
offense was pretty well
stuffed.
Twenty years ago, I

thought FSU made a mis-
take joining the ACC
rather than the SEC.  I
thought that Auburn ver-
sus FSU would become an
instant rivalry.  It didn’t
happen and there are no
makeovers.
There is so much

shuffling between confer-
ences now that I simply
can’t keep up.  However
all of  this shakes out and
which conferences sur-
vive and which dissolve is
way above my pay grade
or care factor.  Regardless,
everyone else seems to be
looking up at the SEC and
playing for second ba-
nana.
A friend of  mine

from the Midwest told me
that he had attended NFL
playoff  games, NBA
championship matches
and the World Series, but
when one of  his clients in-
vited him to Knoxville to
attend a football match be-
tween Tennessee and
Auburn, he had never wit-
nessed any sports venue
that was so electric.  I be-
lieve him.  SEC rules.
Some say that football in
the south is a religion.  I
don’t go that far … out of
respect for faith and
things not of  this earth.
But having said that, foot-
ball is pretty big in the
land of  heat and high hu-
midity.

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist

Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma, as sent to this newspaper.

Emerald’sGem Box
Emerald Greene 

Publisher

Too many times, I feel, we are
caught up in what we don’t have in
life and miss so much of  what we do
have. So many times we find our-
selves thinking of  all the materialis-
tic things we think we need to have to
be happy, and we seem to forget all the
things that are truly important.
In order to be happy in life, we

don’t NEED big houses, new cars, big
screen televisions and all the new
electronic gadgets.  What we NEED is
innerpeace.  This can only be ob-
tained by truly being happy with (and
within) ourselves and our surround-
ings. 
I read a short story once about an

elementary teacher giving her stu-
dents an assignment on writing down
what they thought the Seven Wonders
of  the World were.  The answers var-
ied, from child to child, and included
such famous sights as …. The Grand
Canyon, Great Wall of  China, Taj Ma-
hal, Empire State Building, Egypt’s
Great Pyramids, Panama Canal, and
St. Peter’s Basilica.
One little girl was having great

difficulty in writing her paper, and
when asked by the teacher what the
problem was, she explained there
were just too many things to choose
from. So the teacher asked her to read

her paper aloud so that the other stu-
dents could help her. Her list of  “The
Seven Wonders of  the World”
read……To see, To hear, To Touch, To
Feel, To Laugh, and To Love.
How often we all seem to lose

sight of  this. Life is not about what
we have, it is about who we are. 
The things we overlook as “sim-

ple” and “ordinary” and that we take
for granted, are truly the most won-
drous things in our lives. 
The most precious things in life

cannot be built by hand or bought by
man
At the end of  the day, when we go

HOME, and EAT dinner, and sit on
FURNITURE, in the HEAT or A/C,
talk with our SPOUSE and play with
our CHILDREN, those are some of  the
things that we seem to overlook on a
daily basis. 
So many people in this world do

not have those luxuries. Why can’t we
thank God more often for what we do
have, instead of  blaming Him (or oth-
ers) for what we don’t have? 
What if  you woke up today with

only the things you thanked God for
yesterday?
Until then….see you around the

town.

The Things We 
Miss In Life

Letter To The Editor

On November 12th, I had planned on attending the Veterans’ Day program
at the Madison County Community Bank. Due to a medical problem, I went to
the Madison County Hospital for treatment. 
We are so blessed to have the hospital here in Madison. Our family has been

using the hospital since the 1950’s. 
I have heard some people say they would not use this hospital as the build-

ing is old and the roof  leaks in a heavy rain. I have been in some large stores
and seen water buckets there. In fact our home is 60 years old and we have had
leaks also. 
Since I am 85 years young, I have been in different hospitals starting here in

Madison, then to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, South Georgia Medical Hos-
pital, and to a hospital in Orlando. I am now having cancer treatments at Mayo
Clinic. Mayo is one of  the best medical centers in the state. Having been in five
hospitals, there are problems in all. A big hospital is good, but the staff  and the
men and women that work in the hospital is where the care comes from. 
Of  the five hospitals, the staff, men and women here in Madison rank num-

ber “One” in my book. 
I am getting blood work here in Madison that is faxed to Mayo Clinic. 
We appreciate the excellent care we have received here and want to thank

the staff. 

Bob & Beanie Searcy
P.S. We are so pleased about the new hospital. 

Blessed To Have The Hospital 

CRACKER SEZ
WILD HOG HUNT
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By Paul Niemann
Last week, you learned how St. Nicholas be-

came known as Santa Claus. This week, you’ll see
how several Christmas traditions came about.
These include the candy cane, the decorated Christ-
mas tree and Santa’s flying reindeer that pull his
sleigh. 

But first, here’s a trivia question for you: What
are the names of  Santa’s eight reindeer that are not
named Rudolph? You can probably name all eight,
but the answer appears at the end of  the story in
case you forgot any of  them. 

Now back to our story.
The candy cane originated around 1670. As the

story goes, the choirmaster of  Germany’s Cologne
Cathedral bent sugar
sticks into canes to rep-
resent a shepherd’s staff.
He gave these new, all-
white candy canes to chil-
dren during the long
mass services that
Christmas season. 

The first known instance of  candy canes in
America was in 1847, when August Imgard of
Wooster, Ohio, decorated his Christmas tree with
candy canes. It was another 50 years before stripes
were added, and no one knows who came up with
the stripes. Up until 1900, candy canes were all-
white; since 1900, they have had stripes. 

The candy cane’s three thin red stripes repre-
sent the Holy Trinity: The Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. The large red stripe represents the
blood that Jesus shed for our sins, while the white
represents Jesus’ purity. The J-shape represents the
shepherd’s staff, and some people believe that it
also stands for the letter J in Jesus’s name. 

During the 1950’s, a Catholic priest named Gre-
gory Keller invented a machine to automate pro-
duction of  candy canes. Americans buy about

1.76 billion candy canes
each Christmas season. 

The exact origin of
the decorated Christmas

tree is un-

k n own ,
but it goes back at least as
far as present-day Estonia and Latvia
in the 1400’s, and the 1500’s in northern Ger-
many. A group called the Brotherhood of  Black-
heads was the first
group to put up a Christ-
mas tree. The Brother-
hood of  Blackheads, in
case you were wonder-
ing, was an association
of  local unmarried mer-
chants, ship owners and
foreigners that was
founded as a military or-
ganization. 

The Christmas tree
was not widely adopted
by the Estonians until
the 1800’s, though. In the
German Middle Ages,
there were theatrical

plays at Christmastime which featured an ever-
green “Paradise tree” in churches. There were re-
ports of  a small tree decorated with apples,
nuts, dates, pretzels and paper flowers in the
town of  Bremen, Germany, in 1570. 

It’s possible that it was the apples that
paved the way for putting ornaments on
Christmas trees. The Germans developed arti-
ficial Christmas trees in the 1800’s. Americans
buy about 28 million farm-grown trees and
about 12 million artificial trees each Christmas
season.

As for Santa’s flying reindeer pulling his
sleigh, this is an American tradition which was
born in 1823 when Clement Moore (1779 – 1863)
of  New York City wrote a poem titled, “A Visit
from St. Nicholas.” The poem later became
known as “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” 

This poem has been called “the best-known
verses ever written by an American,” which is
ironic because the poem was first published
anonymously. 

In addition to Rudolph, the
names of  Santa’s other eight rein-
deer are: Dasher, Dancer, Prancer,
Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and
Blitzen. The names of  Donner and
Blitzen are derived from the German

words for Thunder and Lightning.
Paul Niemann can be reached at nie-

mann7@aol.com. 
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Red White And True Mysteries
How Did These Three Christmas Traditions Originate?

to move away.
She repeatedly tried to get to her phone to call

for help, but Johnson prevented her every time
and held the knife as if  he were about to stab her.
She said she told Johnson that she needed a ciga-
rette and to use the bathroom. As she exited the
kitchen into the living room, she picked up her
cigarettes, and she also picked up her cell phone
without Johnson seeing her. 

She got to the bathroom and locked the door.
She started dialing 911 but before she could com-
plete the call, Johnson kicked in the door, cursing
and threatening to kill her.

She said dispatch answered and she asked for
help, telling dispatch that he had a knife and was
trying to kill her. At the same time, Johnson
pushed her into the bathtub and jumped on top of
her, trying to take the phone from her. 

She said she used all of  her strength to keep
Johnson from stabbing her. During the struggle to
keep him from harming her with the knife, he
slashed her left big toe. She was able to get John-
son’s knife hand in between her thighs and hold
it, preventing him from cutting or stabbing her.

Her two-year old son was asleep in the bed-
room, but the struggle woke him up. He ran to the
bathroom and saw Johnson on top of  her, and he
started crying. The victim yelled at her son to run

out the front door. 
The child turned and ran down the hall to-

ward the door. Johnson jumped up and ran after
the child with the knife in his hand. He caught
the child and carried him back in the bedroom,
and ordered him to stay there.

While Johnson was occupied with the child,
the victim called 911 again and summoned help,
giving Johnson’s name and the location of  the in-
cident. Johnson returned to the bathroom and
saw her on the phone. 

He drew the knife back over his shoulder as if
to stab her, but the victim believed that he real-
ized that she completed the call, and went to the
kitchen instead. He looked out the back door, saw
the Monticello Police Department patrol unit en-
tering the complex area, and fled the apartment
through the back door. 

As he left, he told her that he would be back
with his gun to kill her. She found the knife on the
floor by the bathroom door after he left. 

Deputy Hall collected evidence at the scene.  
Johnson was arrested November 27 and

charged with burglary of  a dwelling with a per-
son assaulted; kidnapping to inflict harm; and ag-
gravated battery. Bond was withheld and he
remained at the Jefferson County Jail on Decem-
ber 4.

to take the grandmother home and get another lawn
mower. 

Nathan Harold Wooten, 31, of  Greenville, who
helped her move, stayed behind. The suspect was sup-
posed to be mowing the yard with a push lawn mower,
until the others returned with a riding mower. The com-
plainant said after she dropped her grandmother off
and got the riding mower, she drove back to Monticello.

She also reported that, before arriving back at the
residence, she had received two phone calls from an un-
known number. Since she did not recognize the number,
she did not answer. 

Once in Monticello, and along the Waukeenah
Highway, she passed Wooten in his vehicle. He was trav-
eling in the opposite direction and at a high rate of
speed. Once she arrived at the residence, the victim ex-
ited the house. The victim was shaking and appeared as
if  she had been crying. The victim told her older sister
that Wooten had sexually battered her.

The 16-year old corroborated her older sister’s re-
port to deputies, when they arrived.

Wooten, while in custody and during a sworn digi-
tal post-Miranda recorded statement, said (in defense of
the allegations) he does not know where the allegations
came from, and denied all allegations. 

Wooten was arrested November 27 and charged
with sexual battery. Bond was set at $50,000 and he re-
mained at the Jefferson County Jail on December 4. 

Kidnapping
cont from Page 1A

Battery
cont from Page 1A
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Robin F. Tyre, 48,
passed away November 28,
2012 at his home in Valdos-
ta, Ga.

A memorial gathering
of  family and friends will
be at 1 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
8, 2012 at the home of
Robin and Lorie Tyre, 2765
Copeland Road, in Valdos-
ta.

Robin was born in
Lake City and had lived
most of  his life in Valdosta.
He was a diesel and hy-
draulics mechanic for LM
Hydraulics in Valdosta
also he was a veteran of
the U.S. Navy. He was a go-
kart racer and loved the
outdoors. He loved life and
people and was always
willing to help others.

He is survived by his
wife, Lorie Tyre; two
daughters, Ashley Kinlaw
and husband Kendal of
Bladenborough, N.C. and
Shauna Lynn Tyre of  Val-
dosta; a grandchild, Tris-
tan Grimes of  Valdosta; his
mother and step-father,
Carolyn and Richard
Cheshire of  Valdosta; step-
mother, Linda Tyre of
Macclenny; two brothers,
Franklin Tyre and Ritchie
Cheshire; sisters, Chanell
Tyre, Wanda Mason, and
Rebecca Southers; step-
children, Eric Hodge, Wan-
da Taylor(Pat) and
Elizabeth Cotrell; and step-
grandchildren, Jena Rose
Hodge and Riley James
Taylor. He was predeceased
by his father, Charles Tyre.

T. J. Beggs, Jr. & Sons,
Madison (850) 973-2258, is
in charge of  arrange-
ments. 

Obituaries
Robin F.

Tyre
Margaret Regina

Parry, age 71, died Sat-
urday, December 1, 2012
at Capital Regional
Medical Center.

A memorial service
will be held 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, December 8, 2012
at St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church.

She was born in
New York and moved to
Madison 31 years ago,
coming from Miami.
She was a retired sci-
ence teacher and taught
at NFCC. 

She is survived by
two sons, Timothy Par-
ry of  Okinawa and
Sean Parry of
Arkansas; three sisters:
Audrey Laws and Regi-
na Barber, both of
Cherry Lake and Diane
Daniels of  North Car-
olina; six grandchil-
dren; and five
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers,
donations may be made
to Breast Cancer Re-
search.

Beggs Funeral
Home is in charge of
arrangements (850) 973-
2258.

Margaret
Regina
Parry

Bob 
Gibson
Smith
Bob Gibson

Smith, 47, passed
away Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 2012. 

A lifelong resi-
dent of  Madison, he
was born on the 4th
of  July 1965. Bob was
a Christian and a
member of  Pine
Grove Baptist
Church, a long-time
independent truck
driver, historian,
artist and had a
unique sense of  hu-
mor. 

He is survived his
parents, Roy and
Catherine G. Smith;
sister Nola (David)
Sindt; brothers, Cur-
tis (Melinda), Em-
mett (Debbie) and
Doug Smith, all of
Madison; and will be
greatly missed by nu-
merous nieces,
nephews, aunts, un-
cles and cousins. He
was the grandson of
the late Emory T.
(Hoot) and Lora Star-
ling Gibson of  Han-
son and Emmett E.
and Nola Womack
Smith, of  Oklahoma
and Texas. 

A memorial ser-
vice to celebrate his
life will be held Sat-
urday, December 8,
2012, at 3 p.m. at Pine
Grove Baptist
Church, 4084 NE
Rocky Road, Madi-
son. Visitation will
be one hour prior to
the service. 

Tall Pines Club To Meet
The Tall Pines Club will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 5 at noon at the Mill

Conference Room in Clyattville, Ga. 
Ham, turkey and dressing will be furnished. Members may bring a side

dish or dessert to go with the meal. 
Make plans to attend for good food, fun and fellowship. 

Carrie
Louise 

McClamma
Carrie Louise Mc-

Clamma, age 85, died
Monday, December 3, 2012,
at Madison County
Memorial Hospital.

Graveside funeral ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m.,
Thursday, December 6,
2012, at Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery with visitation one
hour prior to the service
at Beggs Funeral Home
Madison Chapel.

She was born in
Madison and worked for
Metal Products before re-
tiring. She was a member
of  New Hopeful Baptist
Church.

She is survived by a
daughter, Sandra McVick-
er (Jim) of  Madison.

She was preceded in
death by her
husband,  Woney Mc-
Clamma.

Beggs Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrange-
ments. 850-073-2258.

December 8
Jeslamb A.M.E. Church will have a Bake Sale

and Avon Sale on Saturday, from 8 a.m. until, at 3282
NE Colin Kelly Highway in Madison.

Community
Calendar

A Big 
Thank You!

We would like to extend a great big thank
you for the large response to the Misti Mae Wyno
Blood and Toy Drive. 

A Red Cross worker told the crowd during
the event that one pint of  blood can save the lives
of  up to three people. Thank you for giving 43
pints of  blood during the drive. We also would
like to thank those who went through the screen-
ing but were unable to donate. 

The number of  toys and gifts for The Haven
was amazing. So many faces will light up at
Christmas because of  you. Thanks for the help-
ing hands as well as words of  encouragement. 

In Memory of  Misti Mae Wyno 12/4/71-
12/08/11

From her family, 
Jason Wyno, D.J. Hall, Irvin and Sandy

Casey Family and Frank and Emogene Bass
Wyno Family. 



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Janice Lookinbill,
who has been cutting
hair for 30 years has
moved to a new location.
Customers who patron-
ized her Base Street loca-
tion can now find her at
409 S.W. Range Ave.,
across from the old Roe-
buck Barbershop.  Just
look for the little red and
white sign out front
“Barber Cuts by Janice.”

New customers are
welcome, too.  Miss Jan-
ice is experienced at cut-
ting men’s, women’s and
children’s hair, and you
don’t need an appoint-
ment.  Just walk in.

For more informa-
tion or direction to the
new location, call Miss
Janice at (850) 973-9900.

By Jerome Wyche
A buzz is growing

around Madison County,
as preparations for a
“Black Tie” celebration
are underway.  Earlier
this summer, the “Back
to School, Stay in School
Explosion” was held on
the campus of  North
Florida Community Col-
lege, benefiting hun-
dreds of  students
throughout the county.
Its success was notable,
as praise still lingers
with many inside and
outside the community.
An all-star cast of  orga-
nizers, fundraisers, and
volunteers stepped up to
a common goal of  pro-
viding the youth of
Madison County the re-
sources they need to
thrive and succeed in
school.

To recognize these
generous contributions
of  time and money, the
Madison County Alcohol
and Other Drug Preven-
tion Coalition will be
hosting a celebration on
Saturday, December 15,
from 7:30- 11 p.m., where
they will be transform-
ing the Madison County
Central School cafeteria
into a festive black-tie af-
fair, complete with din-
ing and entertainment.
This formal event
promises to be a high-
light of  the season, and
the community is invit-
ed to join the Coalition’s
cherished contributors.
Imagine guests dressed
in their Sunday best, or
tuxedos and gowns, sur-
rounded by a decorative
setting, complete with
linen, silverware,
stemware, and a mouth-
watering menu accom-
panied by a variety of
live entertainment, all
offered at a fraction of
the cost of  similar galas
held in a metropolitan
setting.

“We want to show
our sincere gratitude
and appreciation to all of
Madison County by host-
ing this wonderful black-
tie event, and we
especially want to recog-
nize all those who have
given of  themselves and
their resources through-
out the year,” noted Dr.
Gregory Harris, execu-
tive director of  Health
Promotion Program Ini-

tiative, the Coalition’s
sponsoring agency.

Sure to be one of  the
most talked about end-
of-the-year events, this is
another opportunity to
be part of  the excellence
that distinguishes Madi-
son County when com-
munity leadership
comes together.  Plan-
ners are making prepa-
rations to host 200
attendees; however, the
facility can host up-
wards of  300.  Invitation-
al tickets will be
available for $25.00 at the
Madison County Cham-

ber of  Commerce begin-
ning November 28 and
concluding December 7,
or until seats are sold
out.  All proceeds from
the event will be re-in-
vested into local initia-
tives of  the Coalition,
who will also be unveil-
ing a new brand and
sharing their new 2013
paradigm for Madison
County.  For further in-
formation, please call
Jerome Wyche, local
community organizer, at
(850) 464-0196, or phone
the Chamber at (850) 973-
2788.     
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This Is The New Community
Social Network!

esocial.ning.com

Merry 
Christmas!

An Evening Of 
Celebrating With

Our Stars

“Barber Cuts by Janice”
Moves to a New Location

Greene Publishing, Inc.  Photo by Lynette Norris, November 29, 2012

Janice Lookinbill has moved her hair styling business to a new location at
409 S.W. Range Avenue.

Did
You
Know...
The
longest
distance
a deep-
water
lobster
has been
recorded
to travel
is 225
miles?



By Fran Hunt
Special from ECB Publishing, Inc. 

Aucilla Christian Academy middle school
boys’ basketball coach Drew Sherrod has released
the roster for this years’ team and the results of
the first two games, which the young Warriors
split to stand 1-1. 

Playing for the young Warriors this year are
eighth graders Gatlin Nennstiel, John Walker, CC
Collins, Traynor Barker and Daulton Browning;
and seventh graders Timothy Finlayson, Joe Wal-
ton, Stewart Dalzell and Jake Pridgeon. 

The young Warriors hit the hardwood against
Madison Academy on November 20 and Aucilla
was downed for a 35-26 loss.

Timothy Finlayson targeted for 18 points.
Daulton Browning bucketed for eight points.
Aucilla took on Highland Christian on No-

vember 27 and the young Warriors bounced their
opponent for a 42-13 victory.

Gatlin Nennstiel targeted for 14 points.
Timothy Finlayson bucketed for 10 points.
Daulton Manning netted for 11 points.
Joe Walton scored two points.

John Walker scored two points.
CC Collins had three points. 
Aucilla played against Munroe, December 4

and those game statistics will be forthcoming.
Action continues against North Florida

Christian, December 13 at 5 p.m., away.
North Florida Christian, January 8 at 3:30

p.m., home; Tallavana, January 10 at 4 p.m., away;
Madison Academy, January 11 at 3 p.m., home;
Tallavana, January 14 at 4 p.m., home; and wrap-
ping up the season, Maclay, January 15 at 3:30
p.m., away. 

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison’s very own Halie Wethering-
ton has been given a wonderful opportunity
to participate in the United States Specialty
Sports Association’s Stars & Stripes Winter
World Championships. The championship
will take place in Orlando on December 26,
2012 through January 1, 2013. 

In order to be selected, Halie had to go
through a practice with a scout where she
was evaluated based on not only her soft-
ball abilities, but also her overall attitude.
During this evaluation the scout gave her
grades based on her skills. The scout then
presented the grades to the Stars & Stripes
staff  and recommended that she qualified
for the team. The staff  then sent her an in-
vitation to participate in the champi-
onship. 

Halie will be competing in the 9 and Un-
der team along with other girls from across
the country. The Stars and Strips champi-

onship provides the players with a great op-
portunity to showcase their talent and repre-
sent their state against players from all
across the country. The event will not only
give the girls a chance to compete against the
nations best softball players, but also a
chance to enjoy a vacation in Orlando. Uni-
versal Studios will be closing down the park
for the girls so that they can have fun in ad-
dition to working hard while playing softball.

The cost of  the trip is high and it is
right around the holidays, so Halie and her
family are asking the community for any
help that they can offer to get Halie to the
championship. If  you are interested in
sponsoring Halie, please email her parents
at smhwetherington@embarqmail.com and
ask for a sponsor donation form. 

Halie is the daughter of  Sam and
Michelle Wetherington. She is a second
grade student at Pinetta Elementary
School. She has been a Madison County All
Star in softball for the last two years.
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Photo submitted 

Madison’s very own Halie Wetherington has been given a wonder-
ful opportunity to participate in the United States Specialty Sports As-
sociation’s Stars & Stripes Winter World Championships.

Madison Resident To Play In 
National Softball Championship

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 15, 2012

The New Testament Christian Center Saints boys’ basketball team is pictured
before a game against the Madison Academy Panthers, played Thursday, Nov.
15, at the Colin P. Kelly Gym on the campus of North Florida Community College.
Pictured front row, left to right: Miles Stanley and Jed Phillips. Middle row, left to
right: Jacob Waters, Frankie White and Austen Gray. Back row, left to right:
Chance Webb, Tyler Lundy, Jonathan Penny, Samuel Hanks, Nathan Calhoun and
Greg Foust. The Saints beat the Panthers 29-27. 

New Testament Christian Saints 
Beat Madison Academy PanthersPLAYERSOF    

THE WEEK
DEFENSE                 OFFENSE

The Entire 
Offensive Line

Dylan Cruce,
Zack Sprenkle,
Morgan Carter,

Ira Denson,
Vincent DiMenna

and 
Gerard Brown

Eddrick
Williams

Javarus
Jones

MADISON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

Deonshay Wells

SPECIAL
TEAMS

ACA Middle School Boys Split First Two



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Madison County Su-
pervisor of  Elections
Tommy Hardee spoke at
the Rotary Club’s final
meeting in November to
talk about a favorite
subject, the importance
of  voting, and to give a
little historical perspec-
tive on how important
single votes have been
in matters of  local, na-
tional and internation-
al importance.

From the time when
people first practiced
voting, whether by rais-
ing hands, scratching
names on pottery
shards or counting
beans or other objects
dropped into bowls or
boxes, sometimes a sin-
gle vote has determined
the course of  history.

Of  the several ex-
amples Hardee cited,
two of  the most striking
included a 1923 Munich
beer hall election,
where a one-vote major-
ity made Adolph Hitler
head of  the Nazi Party,
a move that would put
Germany on a collision
course with the rest of
the world.  In American
history, a one-vote mar-
gin in 1776 made Eng-
lish rather than
German the official lan-
guage of  the fledgling
United States of  Ameri-
ca. Had that single vote
been different in either
case, twentieth century
world history might
have taken an entirely
different course, or
Americans today would

not need subtitles to un-
derstand newsreel
footage of  Hitler’s ora-
tions.  

Hardee also men-
tioned other elections
where incredibly nar-
row margins decided
the outcome, including
elections in Madison
County’s history, a his-
tory with some elec-
tions that recorded only
one vote for a candidate
– which must have been
the candidates voting
for themselves.  

Along with interest-
ing historical notes,
Hardee also presented
some actual relics of
Madison history – old
voter registration
ledgers from the 1800s
and a round, black met-
al ballot box that looked
like a miniature oil
drum lying on its side,
with a hinged lid and
two separate locks, each
keyed differently.  After
voters had signed the
voting register and
marked their ballots,
they dropped them in
this round metal drum,
and when it was time to
canvass the votes, it
took two people with
different keys to unlock
the box and allow the
votes to be counted...an
early low-tech version
of  voter security.

Some of  the lessons
gleaned from the 2012
election were the im-
portance of  early voting
in getting a good voter
turnout and the impor-
tance of  help-sheets
with a long and compli-

cated ballot like the one
in the most recent elec-
tion.  The county had
four early voting sites
this election, and all
four had a very good
showing, said Hardee.
Out of  12,031 registered
voters (the highest
number of  registered
voters ever for Madi-
son), 3,510 utilized the
option of  early voting.
Overall voter turnout
was about 73 percent.
One of  the options
Hardee wants to look at
for the next election cy-

cle are more early vot-
ing locations and possi-
bly more early voting
days to make the
process as accessible as
possible for Madison
voters.

Another lesson was
the importance of  help
sheets in marking a bal-
lot.  This election cycle
had 11 state constitu-
tional amendments on
the ballot in addition to
being a presidential
election cycle.  Those
voters who had already
read through the

amendments and candi-
dates beforehand and
marked their choices on
a helpsheet spent an av-
erage of  five to six min-
utes in the voting booth,
versus those without,
who took and average of
45 minutes.

During the coming
year, Hardee wants to
go out into the schools
and hold mock elections
for them.  These elec-
tions, using actual vot-
ing machines, will
demonstrate how im-
portant voting is and
hopefully get future vot-
ers excited about the
chance to vote.  Prom
queen and student body
president today, or pres-
ident of  the United
States tomorrow, the
process is essentially
the same and takes less
than five minutes to set
up and another five
minutes to run.  The
SOE’s office can also
run such elections for
civic organizations,
nursing homes or any
other group of  individ-
uals.  

Overall, Hardee
was very pleased with
the efficiency of  the
Madison SOE’s office,
and everyone who had
worked so hard to make
it a success.  Out of  67
counties in the state,
Madison was the third
to have its results
counted and turned in.
The results were deliv-
ered by car to Tallahas-
see, beating out several
other similar sized
counties that utilized

computers lines.
Also in the months

ahead, he wants to talk
to new Tax Collector
Lisa Tuten about hav-
ing a driver’s license of-
fice as part of  the
supervisor of  elections
office.  Currently, Madi-
son doesn’t have such
an office, but it will be
required to have one by
state law in a couple of
years.; if  it were located
in the SOE’s office, peo-
ple who needed to
change any address in-
formation could do so
in a single stop.

Another improve-
ment involves the secu-
rity of  the early voting
ballots, now kept in a
locked room controlled
by a computer and mon-
itored by security cam-
eras.  Hardee would like
to put a safe in that
room and lock the bal-
lots in there just for the
added security.  

For military over-
seas absentee ballots,
he is looking into a hav-
ing secure online voting
site, much like the one
Wakulla County uses.

When asked what
was the biggest im-
provement he wanted
for the next election, he
didn’t hesitate.

“Less amend-
ments,” he replied.
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wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

WWee AArree HHeerree TToo EEaarrnn YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss
&&

KKeeeepp YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!
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Bishop Cleaners
3 x 2”

   
 

  
  

 
  

 

   
 

 

   
    

  
 

 

   
 

       

  
  

   
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 3115 N. Oak Street Ext. • Valdosta

  229-244-2470  772382

 Let us come and clean your carpet, upholstery, 
 draperies, area rug and hardwood floors

  just in time for the Holidays!

     

 

 
 

  

   
 

   

 
 
 
 

 

 

From Hand-Raising To High-Tech: Every Vote Matters

Green Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 28, 2012

Madison County Supervisor of Elections Tommy
Hardee discusses the importance of voting.

Get Your Free Grocery
Coupons Here

esocial.ning.com
Your New Social Business 

Network Business Directory
& Become A Friend For Free

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, November 26, 2012

Wendy Branch shows off her Gator pride after the Florida State versus Flori-
da game where the Gators defeated the Seminoles.  

Madison Resident Shows Off Gator Pride



The Greenville Country Christmas Committee
would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone
to come celebrate the 27th Annual Greenville
Country Christmas on Dec. 7-8.

On Friday, at 5 p.m. there will be a bake-off
contest held at the Norton Community Center in
Greenville.

Following the bake-off, walk over to Haffye
Hays Park gazebo and enjoy an evening full of  en-
tertainment, which will include a live nativity,
community caroling and a tree-lighting ceremony.
To wrap things up enjoy homemade refreshments

and slideshow at the Norton Community Center.
On Saturday the day will start at 10 a.m. with

the opening ceremony held at Haffye Hays Park. 
Recognition of  the 2012 Grand Marshal, Dr.

Elizabeth Hengstebeck and Citizen of  the Year,
Mrs. Lou Miller.

Afterwards, beat the crowd and enjoy
arts/crafts in the park before the parade starts at
11 a.m.  Announcements will start after the parade
back at the town gazebo and a day of  entertain-
ment for the whole family including The Walker
Family and back by popular demand The Fried
Turkerys. 

There will also be a chance to win door prizes
throughtout the day.  So make sure to get your raf-
fle tickets from the vendors.

At 6 p.m., there will be a Greenville High
School Reunion for all alumni at the Greenville
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall on South Grand
Street.

Get in the spirit of  Christmas by joining us for
a weekend full of  fun-filled events. For more infor-
mation contact Stuart MacIver at 850-371- 0042 or
Kathy Reams at 948-1709

There’s Something for Everyone at Greenville
Country Christmas.

Sponsors:
Beggs Funeral Home
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Florida Plywoods, Inc.
Greenville Baptist Church
Greenville Dairy Queen
Greenville Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
Kaney & Olivari, PL
Kessler Construction
Parish and Associates
Freddy Pitts
Tim Sanders, Clerk of  Court
Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
John and Leigh Barfield
Frances Ginn
Hickory Hill Auctions
Ron & Margaret Poppell
Scott Realty, LLC
Southern Habitats
Madison Veterinary Clinic, LLC

The Greenville Country Christmas Committee
would like to thank our 2012 Sponsors and everyone
who has helped in this year’s event.

Sponsored in part by the Madison County
Tourist Development Council .
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GREENVILLE COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
Mr. B’s IGA
Proud to serve you with 

the BEST meat in town!

(229) 245-8300
1405 N Lee St.  Valdosta, GA 31601

Greenville Citizens
Are Welcome At

Mr. B’s Market

The Town of Lee
Wishes A Very Merry

Country Christmas
To Its Greenville

Neighbors!
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Show off  your bak-
ing skills by entering
your favorite cakes, pies,
candies, cookies or
breads during this year’s
Greenville Country
Christmas.

All participants

must have a Greenville
address and entries must
be marked with name,
phone number and the ti-
tle of  their goodies.

Please submit your
entry at the Norton Cen-
ter (Old Reams Store) in

Greenville between 4 – 5
p.m., on Friday, Dec. 7.
Judging will begin at 5
p.m.  

For more informa-
tion, please contact Eles-
ta Pritchett at 948-7501 or
Frances Norris at 948-

4900.  The Greenville
Country Christmas Com-
mittee would appreciate
participants leaving
their entries to be en-
joyed during refresh-
ment time and slideshow
at 7 p.m.

27th Annual Greenville Country
Christmas Bake-Off Contest

27th Annual Greenville Country Christmas



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR

HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 

federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE BY

OWNER

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

YARD
SALE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

HELP 
WANTED

HELP 
WANTED
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To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
12/3/2012 THROUGH 12/9/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Deadline for 
Classifieds

Every Monday
and Wednesday 

3 p.m.

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

Move In Special
2 BD Trailer For Rent. $350

869-0916. 
2/8 - rtn, c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Advertising Sales 
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team 
player, able to handle 

multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire 

office staff.  Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the 

office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s

newspaper office, located at
1695 South SR 53, 

in Madison.
8/29 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.

No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.

Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.

386-362-1065.
12/5 - 12/26, pd

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 

lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

3 BD 2 BA Singlewide
Mobile Home

Near Blue Springs. 
No pets. 1 year lease. 

$500 month, $500 security. 
(850) 597-3211.

10/24-rtn, c

Peanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 

more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 

Call 386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under

$400 month! 386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only

$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c
2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375

per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Home for Rent
HUD Vouchers Accepted.

4 bed 2 bath. 
260 Gillislee St, Madison
Call 850-464-2452 or 

719-466-1348.
11/14 - 1/2, pd

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

ASE-Certified Automotive
Instructor and Automotive

Assistant Needed:
Inquire of Jamie Newberry,

Education Director. 
Twin Oaks 

Vocational Academy. 
(850) 948-1200, x281 or
jnewberry@togha.org.

11/21 - 12/12, c

Lazzyhen Farm
Small cottage, one person.
Includes direct t.v and wifi.
$400 month plus electric. No

pets. (850) 673-1117.
11/28 - rtn, pd

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR

TECHNICAL DRIVER
The Solid Waste and 

Recycling Department is
advertising a position for a

Heavy Equipment
Operator/ Technical Driver.
Applicants may secure and
complete their applications at

the Courthouse Annex 
on the second floor.  All
Applications must be 

completed and turned in no
later than close of business
(5:00 PM) on December 14,
2012.  A copy of the job 

duties and descriptions may
also be secured from the 

County Office Administrator.
Following are Some of the

qualifications:
• Must be a resident of 

Madison County.
• Must have a High School
Diploma or GED equivalent.

• Must be at least 21 
years of age.

• Experience with heavy duty
equipment is preferred.

• Must be able to satisfy all
requirements Of a DOT

Medical/Physical 
examination for 

Commercial Drivers.
• Posses a valid Florida CDL
License/Class “B” without
infractions or revocations.

• Must successfully complete
a favorable local agency

background check.
The Solid Waste and 

Recycling Department is a 
Drug Free Workplace and an

Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  Further 

information may be obtained
by calling (850) 973-2611
(Monday – Thursday from
6:30 AM – 5:00 PM).

11/30 - 12/12, c

YARD SALE, every Fri, Sat.
and Sun. 2135 N.E. Old Blue
Springs Rd. Lee, Fl. 8:00
A.M. - until. Clothes, 
furniture, bedding, 

collectibles, books, truck tool
boxes, kitchen ware 

and more.
11/30, 12/5, pd

Greenville, 3/2 , nice house
on 6 high and dry city lots.
New windows, roof, heat &
ac, siding, master shower.
$92,000.00 Possible owner
financing.  850-599-5121.

11/30, 12/5, c
Near Lloyd;  

3/3 double wide. 
Very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace,
skylight, screenroom, 
carport, workshop on 5 
beautiful acres with live
stream, woods and fenced
pasture. Asking $129k, 
possible owner financing.

850-599-5121.
11/30, 12/5, c

11/28, 12/5

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA 
THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS, CWABS, INC., 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-11,

Plaintiff,
CASE NO.: 40 2010 CA 000025

vs. DIVISION:
MELISSA J. BURKE , et al,

Defendant(s).
_________________________________/

NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order Rescheduling Foreclo-

sure Sale dated November 20, 2012 and entered in Case NO. 40 2010 CA 000025
of the Circuit Court of the THIRD Judicial Circuit in and for MADISON County,
Florida wherein THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE BANK OF
NEW YORK,NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
CWABS INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, 2007-111, is the Plaintiff and
MELISSA J. BURKE; are the Defendants, The Clerk of the Court will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at WEST DOOR OF THE MADISON COUNTY
COURTHOUSE at 11:00AM, on  the 21 day of December, 2012, the following de-
scribed property as set forth in said Final Judgment:
LOT 13, BLOCK H OF NORTHWOOD SUBDIVISION UNIT II, AS PER
THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE N OF THE
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A 160 NE CARTER COURT, MADISON, FL 32340
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within sixty (60)
days after the sale. 

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of this Court on November 21, 2012.
Tim Sanders
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/ Ramona Dickinson

Deputy Clerk
11/28, 12/5

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The North Florida Broadband Authority (NFBA) Board of Directors announces its
regular monthly public meeting to which all interested persons are invited. The
NFBA is a public body created by Interlocal Agreement pursuant to Section
163.01, Florida Statutes. The Wednesday, December 12, 2012 meeting will be held
at Ravine Gardens State Park, 1600 Twigg Street, Palatka, FL 32177 in the South
conference room at 2:00 p.m. The meeting agenda will be posted to the NFBA
website at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. The Board will address
general operating matters of the NFBA. If a person decides to appeal any decision
of the NFBA Board made at the meeting, such person may need a record of the
proceedings, including the testimony and evidence upon which the decision was
made. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing
special accommodations or an interpreter to participate in this meeting should con-
tact Springfield Law, P.A. at (352) 371-9909 at least two business days prior to the
date of the meeting.

12/5

NOTICE
There will be a meeting of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Administration on De-
cember 11, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. , followed by a celebration of Aucilla Area Solid
Waste Administration’s 20th Anniversary at 6:00 p.m..  Meeting and Celebration
will be held in the Board Room of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Facility located at
1313 S.W. Greenville Hills Road Greenville, Florida.  If you have any question
please contact 850-948-4875.

12/5

Estate/Multi Family Yard
Sale Friday, Dec 7th and 

Saturday, Dec 8th; 9-3 each
day. Located on 339 SE CR
255 in Lee. Collectibles,

crystal, furniture, household
items, dishes, kitchen items,
yard items, clothes, tools,
games, puzzles, mobility
scooter, refrigerator, and

much much more. 
(850) 971-5860.

12/5, pd

Yard Sale Saturday, Dec.
8th from 8 a.m. - until. 

Located on East hwy 90 in
front of Sparks Tractor 

Company.
12/5, pd

Wanted: Rental Proper-
ties. Has the 

economy got you in a
slump? Want to make a 
little extra cash? We are a
real estate agency looking
for rental properties to 

manage. Let us take away
the stress and headache of
being a landlord, while you
just sit back and get paid.
So call us today, and let us
put some cash in your 
pocket!! All Realty 

Services. 306 SW Pinckney
Street, Madison, Fl. 32340. 

850-973-9990.
12/5 - rtn, c

Advent Christian Village
Current JOBS Line 
Advertisement call 
658-5627 or visit
www.acvillage.net

24 hrs/day, 7 days/week.
Want more than a job? 
Experience a community. 

RN Quality of Care Leader
Unrestricted Florida RN 
license, excellent clinical
nursing/assessment skills,
current CPR certification,
verifiable IV skill (start, 
regulate, maintain, 

discontinue IVs) required.
Good communication, 

organizational, and computer
skills required; must work as
part of interdisciplinary team
to assure outstanding quality
of life/quality of care for
LTC residents. On-call 
rotation required. 

Management/supervisory 
experience and knowledge of

LTC regs desired. 
CNA & LPN

FT/PT/long-term care 
setting. Florida certification

(CNA) or unrestricted 
license (LPN) required. 

FT positions include health,
dental, life, disability,

AFLAC; 403b; paid time off,
access to onsite daycare and
fitness facilities. Apply in 
person at Personnel Office

Monday through Friday from
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., or
fax resume/credentials to
(386) 658-5160. EOE/
Drug-Free Workplace/
Criminal background 
checks required.

12/5, 12/12, c

Announcements
CONSIGNMENT ART

AUCTION on Dec 15,2012
(Saturday) at 4pm. 9101 
International Drive, Ste.
1008,  Orlando, FL 32819.
Artworks below $100, 

complimentary hors d’oeu-
vres and FREE ART PRINT
for attending. Artists include
Picasso, Dali, Chagall, Max

and local artists. Call
(866)537-1013 or visit

www.Baterbys.com for more
information or to RSVP.

Education
MEDICAL BILLING

TRAINEES NEEDED! Train
to become a Medical 
Office Assistant. NO 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Online training gets you Job

ready ASAP. HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! (888)374-7294.

Employment
Apply Now, 12 Drivers

Needed. Top 5% Pay & Late
Model Equip. Guaranteed
Home for Xmas. Need CDL

Class A Driving Exp.
(877)258-8782 

www.ad-drivers.com
Help Wanted

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in

15 days! (888)368-1964.
Experienced OTR Flatbed

Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to

qualified drivers. Home most
weekends. Call: 
(843)266-3731 / 

www.bulldoghiway.com EOE
Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA

approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home.
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. Call 

www.CenturaOnline.com
888-203-3179

AIRLINE CAREERS - 
Become an Aviation 

Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
NURSING CAREERS begin

here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if 

qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute 

Orlando. (877) 206-6559.
MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. 

Call 888-203-3179
www.CenturaOnline.com
OTR Drivers Wanted

Drivers - Class A Flatbed,
HOME EVERY 

WEEKEND! Pay 37?/mi,
Both ways, FULL 

BENEFITS, Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, 
Jacksonville, FL.

TIRED OF LIVING 
PAYCHECK TO 

PAYCHECK? There's great
earning potential as a 

Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional
Truck Driver earns over
$700/wk*! 16-Day CDL
Training @ NFCC/

Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. CALL
TODAY! (866)467-0060

*DOL/BLS 2012.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A community Thanks-
giving dinner, held at the
Senior Citizens Center in
Madison, turned out to be a
huge success. 

Rev. Timmy Dyke, pas-
tor of  Pine Grove Baptist
Church, reported that 169
plates were sent out to the
community’s shut-ins and
40-50 people showed up for
the meal. 

Approximately 30 vol-
unteers showed up to help
with preparing and distrib-
uting the Thanksgiving
meal. 

Dan Graves provided
musical entertainment for
those in attendance. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner Successful

Photo submitted by Marianne Graves

Some of the volunteers who helped prepare and distributed the food are shown. 

Photo submitted by Marianne Graves

Pastor Timmy Dyke
spearheaded the Thanksgiving
meal. 
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Upward Sports
Basketball and
Cheerleading is coming
to Elizabeth Baptist
Church with practices
beginning January 5th. 

Upward Sports is the
world's largest Christian
sports league for children
and provides the BEST
sports experience for
every child. Upward
Sports teaches sport fun-
damentals in an environ-
ment of  healthy competi-

tion, helping kids to
develop skills for the
sports arena and values
for life. 

Elizabeth Baptist
Church offers Basketball
and Cheerleading for
kids Kindergarten
through 8th grade. With
weekly practices and

games limited to one-
hour each, this league is
family-friendly and fun
for everyone! 

The deadline to regis-
ter is December 8th.
Contact Elizabeth Baptist
Church today at (850)997-
8444 for more informa-
tion or to register. 

Upward Sports Coming To 
Elizabeth Baptist Church

Photo submitted

Rev. Charles Lasseter, pastor emeritus of Lee Worship Center, preaches
hard during a service at the church. Lasseter calls it “shucking the corn.”

Snapshot Of The Week
Former Pastor “Shucks The Corn” 

Veteran Recognized For 20
Years Of Service

Photo submitted

Evangelist Nick Cothran receives a 20-year service plaque for his military
service. He is pictured with, from left: Rev. Charles Lasseter, pastor emeritus
of Lee Worship Center; Sharon Sauls; Lee Worship Center Senior Pastor
Richard Sauls; Nick Cothran and Malisha Cothran. 

Photo submitted

Evangelist Robert Moral was recognized during revival services at Lee
Worship Center. Shown from left to right: Pastor Richard Sauls, Brenda
McCormick and Robert Moral. 

Evangelist Recognized
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

For Christians, the
question of  infant bap-
tism is a thorny, com-
plex issue for some, and
a clear-cut yes/no ques-
tion for others.  This
report will look the
practice and some of
the beliefs behind
pedobaptism (baptism
of  infants) and cre-
dobaptism (the baptism
of  believers, from the
Latin credo, I believe)
that requires the recip-
ient, although not nec-
essarily an adult, at
least be of  sufficient
age to understand
repentance of  sin and
salvation through
Christ.

Setting aside the
methodology (immer-
sion versus sprinkling,
etc.) and considering
only the whys, where-
fores and origins, the
exact date when infant
baptism began in the
early Christian church
is difficult to pinpoint,
and historical scholars
disagree.  Some, noting
the lack of  any evi-
dence of  it in historical
writings in the first two
centuries, contend that
the infant baptism was-
n’t the common prac-
tice during that time,
while others, noting
that there is nothing
excluding or forbidding
pedobaptism either in
historical references or
in Scriptural accounts
of  individuals and
their entire households
being baptized (Acts

16:15, Acts 16:31-33 and I
Cor. 1:16), contend that
it was practiced from
the very beginning.

One of  the first his-
torical mentions of  the
rite of  baptism itself
occurs in the Greek
writing known as the
Didache (“The
Teachings of  the
Twelve Apostles”), dat-
ing to about 100 A.D.
However, this appears
to be a reference to
adult baptism, since it
states that the one to be
baptized should be
required to fast in
preparation.  Saint
Irenaeus of  Lyons, a
second century bishop
in Gaul, writes of
infants and children
being “born again unto
God.”  Origen
Adamantius of
Alexandria, an early
third century theolo-
gian and scholar, men-
tions infant baptism as
traditional and custom-
ary, as does Tertullian
of  Carthage, although
the latter advises post-
poning baptism until
marriage.  

By the third centu-
ry, it had become an
established practice of
the Christian church.
The Apostolic
Tradition, a writing
attributed to
Hippolytus of  Rome
(died 235 A.D),
describes how the cere-
mony of  baptism for
both adults and young
children, including
infants, should be per-
formed.

When Martin
Luther, John Calvin
and other protestant
reformers challenged
the the established
Roman Catholic
Church in the 16th cen-
tury, they discarded
several Catholic teach-
ings, but held onto the
rite of  infant baptism.
It was the Anabaptist
movement, which some
historians view as a
movement distinct and
separate from the
Reformation and
Protestantism in gener-
al, that first questioned
and then rejected the
...Story cont. on Page
6B...
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Pedobaptism 
Versus 

Credobaptism



Have you noticed that when you attempt some-
thing repeatedly without much success, you tend
to either stop altogether or try an easier method
like a shortcut. That’s just human nature. And in
some places, that’s okay. 

When we try and fail in pleasing God, it’s
human nature that is the problem in the first
place, so relying on it is useless.  The good news is
that God already knew that it was useless, so he

provided His own perfection on our behalf. 
Christians are already well versed on this pro-

vision through the work of  Jesus on the cross.
But, what many of  us forget is that work contin-
ues to provide for us in eternity . This all-encom-
passing  work speaks volumes as to how God
views His children.

Unfortunately, much of  our teaching centers
on a performance mentality rather than simply
accepting and walking in the gift that is offered.
Thus we end up with many frustrated folks who
try harder and fall harder than they could ever
imagine. Then they begin believing that perhaps
God has abandoned them, or even worse, is pun-
ishing them.

The wonderful book of  Hebrews paints a
much different picture. It describes a faithful
high priest who offered himself  as a sacrifice
and atonement for sin once and for all.
Once....and for all... He lived a life of  perfect
obedience as a gift for you and me. See, now we
can lean on His obedience when we seem to be
running low on our own, which is most of  the
time! When our feelings are ruling the day, we
can surrender them to Christ, Who can trans-
form them by allowing His peace to rule in our
hearts. We choose Him, and He does all the
heavy lifting. It’s a good plan, glorious even. Let
me prove it by way of  Hebrews 2:7-9

“You made him lower than the angels for a
little while.  You crowned him with glory and
honor. You put all things under his control.” For
when he put all things under his control, he left
nothing outside of  his control. At present we do
not yet see all things under his control, but we see
Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a
little while, now crowned with glory and honor
because he suffered death, so that by God’s grace
he would experience death on behalf  of  every-
one.”

His provision includes putting everything
under our control at its appointed time, so we
can celebrate that later. Yet, now we have the
privilege of  seeing Jesus, crowned with glory
and honor because of  what He accomplished
for us. Even better , Jesus describes in Matt. 26
that He is seated at the right hand of  power as
the Son of  Man.... Representing you and I and
holding a spot at the table for us! Wow! 

Simply put, you can’t work long or hard
enough to top that! So don’t bother. Rather, we
should labor to enter His rest, knowing that in
Him, everything is taken care of. Oddly enough,
as we rest in Him, He works out His plans for
us. Because a resting Believer is one that fol-
lows what He sees his Father saying and doing!
You never have to catch up, just get caught up...
in Him!
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The 
Pulpit

Mickey Starling, Associate
Pastor, New Testament
Christian Center 

Work Harder…At Entering His Rest



According to the Pew Research Center’s
recently released report, a full one-fifth of
Americans are now unattached to religion, and
the Protestant majority is no longer that;
Protestant Christians now make up less than 50%
of  the population.

News agencies reported this news as statisti-
cal facts with maybe a raised eyebrow of  curiosi-
ty while some agnostics celebrated the dawn of  a
new secularism. Meanwhile, fretful pulpiteers
wrung their sweaty hands as they thundered to
their shrinking congregations about the end of
Christianity, threats against morality, and this
trend that confirms that the apocalypse is upon
us. 

The illustrious Garrison Keillor had the
cleverest response of  all. If  the statistics are true,
he mused, then it means the death of  the some of
the world’s finest cuisine: The end of  church
potluck dinners. While some mourned over the
condition of  souls, he crooned with tongue deeply
in cheek, his concern was the future of  Lutheran
casseroles. 

Well, it seems the statistics are correct, and
those of  us who spend time in the church know it,
and know it is no laughing matter. We don’t need
an exhaustive study to confirm that the church is
dwindling. A growing population is indeed unen-
gaged with organized religion. They aren’t neces-
sarily atheistic, nor are they antagonistic toward
faith. They are simply uninvolved.

Why? Some of  it is demographic, related to
the age of  our transitioning generations. Some of
it is the natural evolvement of  a Western society,
and the result of  an increasingly diverse nation.
But frankly, and this cannot be ignored, the
church has earned this decline all by its institu-
tional self.  

The Pew Report confirms that the religiously
unaffiliated think that religious organizations are
“too concerned with money and power, too

focused on rules, and too involved in politics.” As
one deeply committed to the Christian faith, I
could not more heartily agree; I say, “Amen.” 

Combine this study with the respected statis-
tics of  the Barna Research Group (which is an
evangelical think tank), and the situation
becomes clearer still. According to Barna, those
unaffiliated with religion use several primary
words to describe Christianity, words that
include: “Anti-gay, judgmental, hypocritical, and
insensitive.” 

I know not every Christian behaves harshly
toward others. The most gracious, caring, and
welcoming people I have ever met are Christians,
fixed firmly within the institution. But I admit
that the most obnoxious, hateful, and critical indi-
viduals I have ever met are also religious people.
This has to change.

“Change,” you ask? “Are you saying we should
change our beliefs just to salvage our fleeting
market share?” No. Market share has nothing to
do with it, but how we treat others has everything
to do with it. How can we who follow the loving,
open-hearted, redemptive Christ be anything but
loving, open-hearted, and redemptive people?

The longer I do ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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Where Love Begins
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B
this kind of  work, and the longer I see these kinds of  recent statistics, the
more strongly I feel that the last thing most communities need is just anoth-
er religious institution: An institution that pounds the pulpit and its parish-
ioners with unyielding dogma; that points fingers, condemns, and excludes
others from the love of  God; that can never confess its shortcomings, admit
when it has been wrong, or meet people where they are rather than demand-
ing that people come to it.

No, communities don’t need more hardened, inflexible places like these;
but every community needs simple, uncomplicated, receptive places. Every
community needs launch pads of  empowerment and liberation. Every com-
munity needs a communion of  friendship, freedom, and faith that will build
bridges of  grace to the world, not boundaries of  separation and marginal-
ization. Simply, every community needs a place of  radical hospitality and
attraction that welcomes all to know a loving God.

I call these places “church.” Yes, I know, some churches are far better at
being judgmental religious institutions than being living bodies of  service
and compassion, but my hope endures. My hope endures because where
hardened institutionalism ends, love can begin, and the love of  God is the
most attractive force in the universe. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can read more and receive regular e-columns in
your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 
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practice of  pedobaptism.
In modern times, some of  the denominations

that still practice infant baptism include the
Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox
Church, Oriental Orthodoxy, Armenian Apostolic
Church, the Assyrian Church of  the East, the
Anglican Churches, Lutherans, Presbyterians,
Methodists, some of  the Church of  the Nazarene,
the Reformed Church of  America, the United
Church of  Canada, and the Continental Reformed
Church.

Within the Protestant tradition, some denom-
inations and groups that reject infant baptism
include Baptists, Apostolic Christians, Disciples
of  Christ, Churches of  Christ, Mennonites,
Amish, Plymouth Brethren, Seventh-Day
Adventist, most Pentecostal churches, most non-
denominational churches and other Arminian
denominations.  Other traditions excluding infant
baptism include Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Christadelphians and Latter-Day Saints.

In looking at why some churches embrace
infant baptism while others reject it, some of  the
general reasons in support of  it include the oppor-

tunity for the parents to publicly express their
desire to bring their children into a relationship
with God and His church, and a reminder to the
local congregation of  its responsibility to educate
and raise its children in the knowledge and serv-
ice of  God.

The actual meaning of  baptism, particularly
infant baptism, differs according to the denomi-
nations that practice it.  Here is a very brief  and
general look at some of  the major denominations
and their beliefs concerning it.

The Roman Catholic Church considers bap-
tism, even for an infant, of  the utmost impor-
tance.  If  an infant is in danger of  death, is should
be done without delay.  In addition to Scriptural
references regarding individuals being baptized
with their “entire households,” which presum-
ably would have included infants, St. Cyprian, a
third century North African bishop, writes that,
“God’s mercy and grace should not be refused to
anyone born.”  Infant baptism is seen as showing
clearly that salvation is the unmerited favor of
God, not the result of  human effort.  Children are
born with fallen natures, tainted by original sin,
and in need of  the new birth by the sacrament of
baptism and the parents/godparents/guardians
promise to the church to raise the child in the
knowledge of  God.  To withhold baptism is to
deny the infant the priceless grace of  becoming a
child of  God.    

The Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental
Orthodoxy and the Assyrian Church of  the East
also practice infant baptism, traditionally on the
eighth day after birth.  Baptism is not merely a
symbol, but something that actually conveys
grace _ an instrument of  grace instituted by
Christ to impart grace to its recipients.  

The Lutheran Church believes that infant
baptism is mandated by God in Matt. 28:19, Mark
10:13-15, 16:16, John 3:3-7 and other passages.
Baptism is a means of  grace through which God
creates and strengthens saving faith.  Since cre-
ation of  faith is the work of  God alone, it does not
depend on the actions of  the one baptized.  Even
though infants cannot articulate that faith, it is
present all the same, working forgiveness of  sins
and deliverance from death, and bringing salva-
tion to all who believe.

The Methodist Church sees infant baptism as
symbolic of  God’s grace, offering neither salva-
tion nor the remission of  sin, but still, something
of  spiritual value for the infant.  It is the concept
of  God’s prevenient grace, God’s promise or dec-
laration to the infant, which will eventually influ-
ence the child to come into grace and believe in
God’s word for salvation.

Presbyterian and most Reformed Christians
see baptism as a sign of  God’s covenant of  grace.
Baptism brings the child into membership of  the
“visible church,   ...Story cont. on Page 8B...

Pedobaptism 
continued from Page 2B
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the church community, that is part of  the “invisi-
ble church,” the set of  all true believers.
However, baptism alone is not a guarantee of  sal-
vation.  Generally, infant baptism is held as the
New Testament form of  circumcision in the
Jewish convenent.  As circumcision did not cre-
ate faith, but marked the child as a member of
the covenant of  the Jewish people, so infant bap-
tism does not create faith, but marks the child as
a member of  the covenant of  grace.

The call to reject infant baptism resulted from
the Anabaptist (from the Greek anabaptista
“again-baptizer” or “twice-baptizer”) movement
of  the 16th century.  Anabaptist was a term origi-
nally used disparagingly by the movement’s
detractors, and anabaptists were historically
oppressed or persecuted for their teaching against
infant baptism, something held as a sacrament of
supreme importance by both the state and the
Roman Catholic Church at that time.

The denominations that reject infant baptism
claim that that practice is not explicitly taught in
the Bible, arguing that individuals and “all their
households” did not implicitly include infants,
because not all households would have infants.

They also point to the fact that Jesus himself  was
not baptized until age 30, that He neither prac-
ticed nor taught infant baptism, and argue that
“suffer the little children to come unto me and for-
bid them not” meant His openness to receive all
who would willingly seek Him, rather than an
endorsement of  infant baptism.  

The crucial argument seems to hinge on
whether baptism is thought of  as something
supernatural, an actual instrument conveying
God’s grace and thus necessary to salvation, or
whether it is a seen as a symbol, a gesture of  obe-
dience _ an “outward sign of  inward faith” made
by a person who understands the act and all it
entails.

Another argument opposing infant baptism
is one that does not see it as simply the New
Testament covenant akin to or expanding upon
the Old Testament covenant of  circumcision, to
be enacted at physical birth.  Rather, it is a sym-
bolic representation of  the “new birth in
Christ,” that should be practiced only when the
recipient, a believer, can understand and con-
sciously make the decision to accept it and
become born again.

Opponents also point to Scriptural passages of
John the Baptist baptizing other adults, and pas-
sages which require repentance of  sin and faith
in God as prerequisites, both of  which are not pos-
sible for infants.

Another argument goes that baptism, like

communion, is a sacrament or ordinance, and
should not be administered to unbelievers _
again, excluding infants, for whom conscious
belief  is not possible.  Many question baptism’s
effectiveness and meaning when the child is
unable to make his or her own personal decision
for Christ.

Finally, there is the assertion that baptism is
not necessary for salvation, nor can it impart sal-
vation.  Faith and belief  are required.  Baptism of
infants, some argue, imparts a false sense of  spir-
itual security, that may lead to a reliance not on
faith, but on the fact that one is baptized, and
bring into the church body those that have not
experienced the true rebirth that comes through
such knowledge and faith.  

In many pro-infant baptism denominations,
the rite of  Confirmation in the church at a later
age gives the child the opportunity to publicly
acknowledge and reaffirm the baptismal vows
made on their behalf  at birth, but opposing
churches argue that infant baptism, in a practical
sense, abolishes the very premise of  believer’s
baptism.  

In Later Day Saint’s churches, the ceremony
of  “laying on of  hands” and praying over the one
requesting baptism is an integral part of  rite.  In
most Baptist churches, one may request baptism
after making a public profession of  faith in
accepting Christ, typically at the end of  the
church service, ...Story cont. on Page 9B...

Pedobaptism 
continued from page 6B
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standing before the church members.  If  the one
making the profession of  faith is a child, he or she
will usually be interviewed by the pastor or other
church leaders afterward to ascertain that the
child understands the concept of  salvation and
the import of  the decision he or she has made,
and then the baptism request will be presented to
the church membership.   

The various denominations with their
markedly differing views on the meaning and
purpose of  baptism depend on what is is thought
of  as “correct” interpretations of  Scripture and
what are “incorrect” interpretations or outright
heresy.  It is on the surface, an issue of  belief  in
individual decision versus longstanding church
tradition, with deeper layers that revolve around
the theological meaning of  baptism and the teas-
ing out of  what specific Scriptural passages
intended to say.  Different denominations and
even different people within the same denomina-
tion may interpret the same Scripture differently
and see a different message.  It is an issue that
will likely not be resolved anytime soon, but will
probably continue as it always has, with each sect
and denomination practicing the rite of  baptism
as it always has, according to its view of  the
Scriptures.

However, one thing most Christians, no mat-
ter what their denomination, would seem to agree
on, in this time of  seeing through a glass darkly,
is that faith in God is of  utmost importance; per-
haps that one agreement alone, is more important
than many other disagreements on how that faith
is ultimately put into practice. 

Pedobaptism 
continued from page 8B

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Fellowship Baptist Church will host its
Ladies Christmas Tea on Sunday, Dec. 9, from 2-4
p.m. 

Kim Bolton will return for the tea, which is
entitled “Christmas in Girlville.” 

According to her website (www.kim
bolton.org): “Kim’s delightful ability of  blending
humorous stories helps others laugh at their
selves, while being encouraged and renewed. She
is a seasoned speaker with years of  experience.
Her exuberant personality and talent inspire and
challenge women of  all ages. Her book,
Conversations at the Girlville Diner,” feeds your
soul, strengthens your faith, and tickles your
funny bone. Kim has become a much sought after
keynote speaker to women today.��

“The Big Plus - Kim is an extraordinary vocal-
ist, one of  the finest singers in Christian music
today. As a Worship Leader few can compare with
this talented pianist and musician.”

The charge for the event is $10. All ladies are
welcome to attend the tea, which will be held at
the church, located on Highway 145 North of
Madison. 

Fellowship Baptist Church Hosting 
Ladies Christmas Team

Kim Bolton

An early Christmas community dinner will be held
Saturday, Dec. 15, at Pinetta Elementary School in the cafe-
teria. 

Volunteers are needed to help serve the meals. Each
community church is encouraged to bring a list of  the
shut-ins that would like a meal ad find drivers to help
deliver the meals. Each community church is also asked to
bring desserts and casseroles. We ask that all items be
brought to Pinetta Elementary School cafeteria no later
than 9 a.m. on Dec. 15. 

Plates will be made for the shut-ins at approximately
9:45 a.m. Walk-ins are welcome from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Pinetta Elementary School is located at 135 NE

Empress Tree Ave., Pinetta. 
Community event is hosted by Mt. Zion AME Church

of  Cherry Lake. Rev. Ralph Campbell is the pastor. 
If  there are any questions, call Savilla Murphy at (850)

929-4386. 

Hanson, Pinetta And Cherry Lake
Community Christmas Meal Set
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