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Live telephone solic-
itation calls from politi-
cal groups, charities,
and businesses are
rapidly being replaced
by “robocalls.”  Robo-
calls are recorded mes-
sages, usually
solicitations, that con-
sumers receive when
they answer their phone.
Due to advances in tech-
nology, businesses are
now able to transmit
thousands of  recorded
phone calls every minute
at very little cost.  But, as
the use of  this technolo-
gy increases, so is the
number of  complaints.
Here is what consumers 

Please see Robocalls,
Page 3A

By Ginger Jarvis
Greene Publishing, Inc

Madison’s Mayor
Jim Stanley expressed
the sentiments of  the
Madison City Commis-
sioners concerning
waiving impact fees for
the new hospital. With
the fees approaching
$120, 000, Stanley told
the hospital board, “This
board will do what we
can to help the hospital.”

Hospital Adminis-
trator David Abercrom-
bie and the board
appeared at the city com-
missioners’ regular
meeting on November
13. Abercrombie ex-
plained, “We are a not-
for-profit. If  you waive
the fees, that money will
go to purchase health-
care equipment. This is
one chance to improve
health care in Madison

County.”
Consulted on the re-

quirements in the im-
pact-fee ordinance, City
Attorney Clay Schnitker
said, “You have to follow
the ordinance. You can
amend it to say that it is
not applicable under
these circumstances if
you want to.”

City Manager Tim 
Please see Impact

Fees, Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A man was arrested
for careless driving and
DUI with property dam-
age following a rollover
on Wednesday, Nov. 14. 

According to the
Florida Highway Patrol,
a little before 8 p.m.,
Archiebald Campbell, 46,
of  Mobile, Ala., was trav-
eling south in a 1999
Dodge Caravan on the
Colin Kelly Highway
when he traveled south-
west onto the west grass
shoulder. 

Campbell steered to
the left and overcorrect-
ed. He then traveled
southeast across the
southbound and north
Please see DUI, Page 3A

Madison County Sheriff  Ben Stewart reports
that on Wednesday, Nov. 7, the Sheriff ’s Office Drug
Task Force conducted an educational program to in-
clude a live Canine demonstration at the Central
School for the 3k classes. 

The theme for the demo was “DRUGS ARE
BAD.” The 3-k Students and teachers were educated
in what to do if  they see drugs or guns. The program
discussed how and why the Sheriff ’s Office utilizes
Canines to track lost or missing children, search for
drugs and apprehend criminals. 

Please see Canine, Page 3A

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Imagine a Christmas light display
so complex and intricate you have to
have an Excel spreadsheet to map out
how it’s all plugged in and keep track

of  over 500 channels. 
“I have the Master Plan right

here,” said Jeff  Messer, holding up
several pages (yep, that’s pages, plur-
al) of  spreadsheet printouts.  “This 

Please see Light Show, Page 3A

Madison Considers Impact Fees For Hospital

David AbercrombieJim Stanley

Valdosta Highway Light Show
Begins Thanksgiving Night

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 14, 2012

Back again this year with their synchronized light and music display are (left
to right) Jeff Messer, Bob Roebuck, Jr. and Bobby Roebuck, Sr. 
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Improved healthcare in Madison County took
one step closer to reality on Sunday, Nov. 17, as com-
munity leaders, healthcare professionals and USDA
Rural Development officials conducted a ground-
breaking ceremony for a new hospital. 

Funded by a $23,543,400 USDA Rural Develop-
ment loan to the Madison County Health and Hospi-

tal District, the new 25-bed Critical Access Hospital
will replace the community’s aging 57-year-old hos-
pital. 

The current Madison County Memorial Hospi-
tal building, which opened in 1955, was determined
to be outdated and unsuitable for renovations. The
new Critical Access Hospital, certified to receive

cost-based reimbursements from Medicare, will ac-
commodate the latest medical technology and spe-
cialized equipment, and will include operating
rooms, testing labs, emergency rooms and a new
physical plant. These improvements will give Madi-
son County’s only hospital the ability to deliver vital 

Please see Hospital, Page 3A
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Madison County Memorial Hospital Board of Directors members and other dignitaries break the ground at the site of the new hospital

Construction Underway On Madison’s New Hospital

Cherry Lake
Fire And

Rescue Still
Has Boston

Butts
Available

Cherry Lake Fire and Rescue still has some
Boston butts available. 

If  anyone is interested, they are asked to
please call (850) 929-2354 or (850) 929-4532 and
leave a message with contact information. 



Russel Thigpen, ‘uh contractor,
came inta’ the coffee shop this
morn’n. I can’t remember the last
time he had coffee with us. Arnie Sapp
asked ‘em how things has been go’n.
Russel said he ain’t had ‘uh big con-
tract fer’ 4 n’ ‘uh half  years, said he
had ta’ sell his big fancy house ‘n
move inta’ ‘uh little cabin. He said he
used ta’ cook up big fancy meals but
now he’s had ta’ cut back on his gro-
ceries. Ta’ top that off, yesterdee’, he
bumped ‘uh post on his barn with his
tractor n’ broke it off.

Junior Sapp spoke up n’ said,
“Russel, it sounds like you ain’t had
noth’n but trouble.”

Russel said, “ It appears that way,
but, I preciate’ not have’n all them
contract deadlines. It gives me ‘uh
chance ta’ slow my pace ‘uh bit. I do
some remodel’n ta’ pay my bills. I pre-
ciate have’n ‘uh smaller house. It’s
easier ta’ keep up. I don’t eat all them
fancy fix’ns so I preciate the fact I lost
some weight. Tween’ them 3 things my
blood pressure is back ta’ normal.”

Junior said, “ but what about yer’
barn post?”

Russel  said, “I noticed some ter-
mites in the bottom of  that post that
was sure ta’ be in the rest of  the barn
soon. I preciate the fact  I can spray
‘uh little termite poison and save the
barn.”

Junior said, “ Russel, you’ve sure
got ‘uh way of   notice’n the good side
of  things. I preciate talk’n to ‘uh feller
that thinks thataway.”

I blieve’ ole’ Russel got all us in
the coffee shop think’n in ‘uh thankful
way.

Sincerely Yourn’

Cracola O’Lustee

(Cracker fer short)
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Red, White & True Mysteries

Father Ben

National 
Security

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist

A week ago, St.
Mary’s Episcopal
Church laid to rest our
priest of  20 years, Ben-
jamin O. Pfeil.  Father
Ben, as he affectionately
known, lived a long and
rich life — he was ap-
proaching his 89th birth-
day when he died on
November 10th.

Ben was not a native
of  Madison.  He was
born in upstate New
York and raised in
Catskill on the west
bank of  the Hudson Riv-
er.  His roots were in the
Episcopal Church.  In
his office was a photo-
graph of  Ben taken in
the late 1930s outside his
church in the vestments
of  an acolyte.  He was
also a Boy Scout, achiev-
ing the rank of  Eagle.

Following high
school, he attempted to
join the Royal Canadian
Air Force before Ameri-
ca entered World War II.
Being underage, he was
rejected but following
Pearl Harbor a few
months later, he joined
the US Navy.  In late 1942
while attending techni-
cal training at NAS
Jacksonville, he met a
young girl from Madison
by the name of  Mary
Jane Smith at a dance.
They hit it off; two years
later after Ben returned
from overseas duty, they
were married.  

Now you know how
a Yankee from New York
adopted Madison.  In
fact, Ben’s grandfather
was a blue-coat veteran
of  the Civil War.  Don’t
you know that raised a
few eyebrows in the
Smith family with their
proud Confederate her-
itage?  Ben told me once
that he took quite a bit of
ribbing from his in-laws
at family gatherings
over the years.  I’m sure
he weathered the teasing
good-naturedly.

Ben’s six year ser-
vice in the Navy as an
enlisted flight crew
member took him to
naval air stations
around the US, but pri-
marily to the Pacific the-
ater.  Most of  his flying
time was spent in the
Martin B-26 Marauder

flying from Pearl Har-
bor, Guadalcanal and
Guam.  With thousands
of  hours in the air, Ben
developed a finely tuned
ear for those twin Pratt
& Whitney R-2800 Wasp
engines that powered
the Marauder.  The air-
craft didn’t fly well on
one engine, so if  any-
thing was amiss, Ben
was all over it.  The Pa-
cific Ocean is a really
lonely place if  you have
to swim.

In 1948, Ben left the
Navy and settled in his
young wife’s hometown
with their infant son
Bill.  At the same time,
he joined St. Mary’s.  His
Episcopal lineage was
impeccable.  As he put it,
“I was carried into the
Episcopal Church as an
infant for baptism and I
will be carried out of  the
church when it is time.”

For 64 years, two-
thirds of  a century, he
served his church in
every capacity imagin-
able.  He used his knowl-
edge of  electronics to
run a hometown TV
sales and repair busi-
ness.  He also led a Boy
Scout troop for years,
turning his boyhood in-
terest into an opportuni-
ty to mentor the youth of
Madison.

Twenty years ago in
1992, St. Mary’s under-
went a sea change.  The
church had turned over
priests for several years.
It was simply too small
to sponsor a divinity stu-
dent through seminary
so the Bishop of  the Dio-
cese of  Florida, Frank
Cerveny, decided to ap-
point a local priest from
within the congregation.
That duty fell to the se-
nior lay minister, Ben
Pfeil.  That was an ironic
choice because as a boy
at St. Luke’s in faraway
Catskill, Ben had felt a
calling to the priesthood.
Half  a century later, the
dream was fulfilled.  God
works in mysterious and
wondrous ways.

In preparation for
his ordination, Ben stud-
ied a variety of  texts rec-
ommended to him by the
bishop.  That ceremony
took place on the first

Sunday of  Advent, 1992.
For the next twenty
years, Ben Pfeil toiled as
the priest for St. Mary’s,
longer than any other in
the church’s 153 year
history.  He lost his
beloved wife Mary Jane
ten years ago, and his
work at St. Mary’s be-
came the primary focus
of  his last years on
earth.

In June 2011, Ben
was on the phone to the
Diocese in Jacksonville
when the bishop (now
John Howard) came on
the line to talk about the
next progression of  lead-
ership at St. Mary’s.  The
bishop asked for a rec-
ommendation to replace
him; Ben suggested that
I be the next priest for
our tiny church.  He had
not discussed this with
me beforehand, but the
Holy Spirit moved him
to make that recommen-
dation.  A few weeks lat-
er, the bishop and I
talked, first on the phone
and then in person.  Af-
ter prayerful considera-
tion, I accepted the
challenge and began to
study for this calling.

Members of  the
congregation had been
suggesting to me as
long as eight years ago
that I should be Ben’s
eventual replacement,
but I said no.  I was in
denial; it wasn’t time.
But the best soup is one
that simmers on the
stove.  Some have asked
me if  I volunteered for
this job, and my reply
is “no, I was drafted –
by the Lord, by Ben
Pfeil, by John Howard,
and by my congrega-
tion.”  

This is an awesome
responsibility and I am
truly humbled by the
challenge.  To follow in
the footsteps of  Ben Pfeil
is a daunting task.  He
was truly “Christ’s faith-
ful soldier and servant
until his life’s end.”
Amen.      

You’ve probably never heard of
Abigail Smith. Or at least you think
you haven’t heard of  her. That’s OK,
because most Americans don’t recog-
nize her name, either. 

She was born in Weymouth, Mass-
achusetts, in 1744 to a minister father
and a housewife mother. As was com-
mon during that era, young Abigail
did not receive a formal education.
She was relatively well-educated,
though, as she spent many hours in
her father’s library reading the Bible,
history and philosophy books, essays
and poetry as well as Shakespeare’s
work.  

Smith was her maiden name, but
it is her married name by which you
know her. When Abigail was twenty,
she married a Harvard graduate who
went on to become a lawyer. The cou-
ple first lived on her husband’s farm in
Braintree, then in the town that be-
came Quincy, Massachusetts, and later
in Boston. They had three sons and
two daughters. 

Abigail’s husband often traveled
out of  town on business, so the two of
them would keep in touch by writing
letters to each other. Lots and lots of
letters. Abigail enjoyed writing letters
so much that she even wrote to the fu-
ture president of  the United States.
Nothing all that unusual about that,
really, as thousands of  people write to
the president each year. What seems
unusual, though, was that this future
president would often write back to
her. 

In one of  her letters during the
late 1700’s, she wrote, “Do not put such
unlimited power into the hands of  the
Husbands. Remember, all men would
be tyrants if  they could.” 

Abigail Smith might have sounded
like a feminist, but she was more of  an
activist than a feminist. While she
never received a formal education, she
pushed hard to ensure that girls had
the same opportunities in school that
boys had. The future president that I
mentioned sought out Abigail’s advice
on many topics; you see, she had a ma-
jor influence on not one but, count
‘em, two United States presidents. 

Abigail was a cousin of  John Han-

cock’s wife, on her mother’s side. I
won’t go into that whole “third cousin,
once removed” thing because nobody
seems to understand how that works
anyway. I always thought that being
“once removed” referred to the di-
vorced in-law who is no longer part of
the family – until I heard the term
“twice removed.” 

She once said, “If  perticuliar care
and attention is not paid to the Ladies
we are determined to foment a Rebe-
lion, and will not hold ourselves
bound by any Laws in which we have
no voice, or Representation.”

Some of  the material that she
wrote would later show up in the
Broadway musical “1776,” which won
a Tony award and was based on the
events leading to the writing and sign-
ing of  the Declaration of  Indepen-
dence. Her family was also the subject
of  a 1976 PBS mini-series. 

Speaking of  the Declaration of  In-
dependence, in an odd coincidence,
her husband died on the exact same
day that Thomas Jefferson died – July
4, 1826 – which was exactly 50 years af-
ter the Declaration of  Independence
was adopted. 

People say that everything is rela-
tive, and the reason why Abigail Smith
received letters from a future presi-
dent was because of  her relations. She
married one president and raised an-
other: John Adams, our nation’s sec-
ond president, was her husband and
John Quincy Adams, our nation’s
sixth president, was her son. 

Earlier I mentioned that Abigail
and her husband lived in Quincy
(which served as your first clue), and
since I am from Quincy, Illinois, I won-
dered where the name of  Quincy came
from. It turns out that Abigail’s moth-
er’s maiden name was Quincy. If
you’re keeping score at home, there
are 11 other towns named Quincy in
the United States. 

# # #

Paul Niemann can be reached at
niemann7@aol.com 

© Paul Niemann 2012

Abigail Had A Habit Of
Writing Letters To The 

Future President

CRACKER SEZ

Jim Deitrich
Guest Columnist
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year’s show is going to
be twice as good as last
year’s.”  

Those who saw the
synchronized Christ-
mas music light display
out on Colin Kelly High-
way last year, might
wonder how he plans to
top that.

Well, add a second
“mega-tree,” a 24-foot-
high display with
bright white LED lights
in a spiral pattern.
Add independently con-
trolled red, white and
green rope lights
around the shutters
and windows.  Add pan-
els with animated
Christmas tree faces
that “sing” along with
the music.  Add LED
icicles that look like
they’re actually “drip-
ping.”

The original star-
topped mega-tree will
still be there, along
with the nativity scene
and the dancing arches
looping across the the
yard.  “I remember the
year when those were
the big hit,” said Mess-
er, indicating the arch-
es.

Jeff  Messer and
Bobby Roebuck got
started on the light dis-
play about five years
ago, after the two of
them saw a synchro-
nized light and music
display in a Valdosta
subdivision.

“I’ll bet you can’t do
anything like that,”
Roebuck said to Messer. 

Messer started do-
ing research on the in-
ternet to figure out how
to do just that, and
started putting togeth-
er the first light show,
starting out with the
first mega-tree and two
or three little trees.
Everything grew from
there.

Then he moved out
to the location on Colin
Kelly Highway, with a
much bigger yard to
work with, and now the
show has gotten not
just bigger and better,
but more complex and
more intricate.  Buried
power cables run
through the front yard,
coming up through nu-
merous canisters where
power cords can be

plugged in.  PVC pipe
frames make it much
easier to put the lights
around the shutters
and windows.

Still, the entire set-
up takes about three
weeks of  work to put to-
gether, with a lot of
help from tree surgeon
Billy Sexton and his
bucket truck.  “We’d
like to extend thanks to
him for all his help.  We
couldn’t do it without
him.”

This year, adding
the second mega-tree,
the “Webber spiral,”
was a last minute deci-
sion.  Whether the spi-
ral tree or the singing
Christmas tree faces
will be the biggest hit
remains to be seen.

As for program-
ming the countless
strings of  lights to be in
synch with the music,
Messer estimates that
every minute of  actual
music requires about 50
hours of  programming.

“Before this show
comes down in January,
he’s already planning
the next one.” said Roe-
buck.

“Have to,” Messer
replied.  “Just to stay
ahead.”

To keep all that
high-tech display safe,
there are also numer-
ous 360 PTZ (pan-tilt-
zoom) cameras with
infrared capability
watching over every-
thing.

To keep all the

those who stop by to
watch safe, Messer asks
that everyone keep
“safety first” in mind
when they pull over to
park, for what promises
a real treat for young
and old, grandparents,
parents and grandkids.  

This year’s light
show begins Thanks-
giving night at 5:30 p.m.
To see the show, take
the Valdosta Highway
(AKA the Colin Kelly
Highway, and Highway
145) and head north of
town about five miles,
just past the United
Methodist Ministries
Center.  When you see
the light display, pull
over to the side and
tune your car radio to
104.3 FM. 
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bound travel lanes and overturned. 
Campbell traveled southeast across the south-

bound and northbound travel lanes and overturned. 
The Caravan traveled southeast onto the east

grass shoulder and came to a final rest on its roof,
facing southwest. 

Campbell was not injured in the wreck. 
FHP Trooper John Sleigher was the investigat-

ing officer. 

should know about robocalls:
Robocalls are legal, provided that companies

check to screen out phone numbers on the Do Not
Call Registry.  Charities and political organiza-
tions are exempt under the Do Not Call policy and
are allowed to make robocalls.  If  you would like to
cut down on the number of  robocalls from politi-
cal groups, one solution is to contact your local
Supervisor of  Elections and ask to have your
phone number removed from the Voter Registra-
tion list.

Businesses cannot solicit individuals on the
Do Not Call Registry either over the phone or
through robocalls UNLESS the consumer has
granted them permission to do so IN WRITING.
Robocalls that violate these rules are generally
scams and are often associated with offers such as
debt or mortgage relief, and deals to lower interest
rates.  The best thing to do is to just hang up.

Be wary of  robocalls that instruct you to press
“1” to reach a live operator or to press another
number to be taken off  the list.  This is just a ploy
to determine if  the phone number is active.
Punching ANY number will result in future robo-
calls.

Robocalls are commonly associated with
“spoofing,” which is information that is falsified
on a caller ID to make it appear that the call is
from a legitimate business such as a bank or a
business known to the consumer.  Fake caller ID’s
may also show the number 123456789 or the caller
may appear as “unknown.”

In response to the overwhelming number of
robocall complaints that have been received by the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), aggressive ac-
tion is being taken to identify and shut down a
number of  businesses that have been in violation.
Since 2010, the FTC has stopped over a billion
robocalls, largely due to consumer complaints.
Consumers can keep the pressure on by lodging a
complaint with the FTC online at www.donot-
call.gov or call toll free at 1-888-382-1222.

Bennett suggested, “Perhaps we could go with a mul-
ti-year payment plan. We want to work with the hos-
pital in every way possible.”
The board discussed the section of  the ordinance
that addresses a new customer moving into a vacat-
ed building and how that affects fees.  (The Madison
County School District plans to move into the old
hospital building.)

After some other discussion, Stanley said, “We
will address this later. Just give us time.”

In other business,  the board approved a motion
to abandon the right-of-way behind the Baptist par-
sonage. Bennett said, “This is their yard. Some trees
need to be removed, but they are located on proper-
ty between two sections that the Baptists own.”

Making the motion to abandon the property,
Commissioner Judy Townsend commented, “We do
not need this property.”

Commissioner Ina Thompson seconded the mo-
tion; it was approved unanimously.

Commissioner moved to approve an agreement
with William E. Greene to receive a utility easement
and deed on a 6.4 tract behind Winn-Dixie. The move
was approved unanimously.

The board approved on its second reading an or-
dinance that allows city employees to mow plots,
straighten monuments, and otherwise maintain
family plots in Oak Ridge Cemetery when no family
members live the area.

health-care services to the community. 
“Rural Development is working in communities

all over the country, to assist rural towns and coun-
ties just like Madison County, to provide critical ser-
vices for their citizens,” said USDA Rural
Development State Director Richard A. Machek.
“Quality health care is one of  the most important
services a community can provide. Once construc-
tion of  this state-of-the-art facility is complete, resi-
dents will have immediate access to advanced,
quality health care and services and Rural Develop-
ment is proud to be a partner.” 

USDA, through its Rural Development mission
area, administers and manages housing, business
and community infrastructure and facility pro-
grams through a national network of  state and local
offices. Rural Development has an existing portfolio
of  more than $174 billion in loans and loan guaran-
tees. These programs are designed to improve the
economic stability of  rural communities, business-
es, residents, farmers and ranchers and improve the
quality of  life in rural America.

The program includ-
ed live training of  K-9

Max as he located hidden
drugs and demonstrated

his ability apprehend a
criminal. There were a to-

tal of  4 classes that partic-
ipated in the program. 
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Can lifting weights

help with age-related
health problems? At age
70, I have diabetes,
arthritis and osteoporo-
sis and recently read
that strength training
could improve my condi-
tions. What can you tell
me? 

Looking for Help

Dear Looking
A growing body of

research shows that
strength training exer-
cises can have a pro-
found impact on a
person’s health as they
age – and you’re never
too old to start. 

Regular strength
training, done at least
two nonconsecutive days
a week, helps you build
muscle strength, in-
creases your bone densi-
ty and improves your
balance, coordination
and stamina. It can also
help reduce the signs
and symptoms of  many
chronic conditions like
arthritis, diabetes, high
blood pressure, back
pain, depression and
obesity. And some stud-
ies even show that it
helps improve cognitive
function too. 

Safety First
For the most part,

strength training exer-
cises – especially if  you
start conservatively and
progress slowly – are
safe for most seniors,
even those with serious
health conditions. But, if

you have health con-
cerns or if  you are cur-
rently inactive, you
should talk to your doc-
tor about what may be
appropriate for you. A
good self-help resource
to help you find an ap-
propriate, safe exercise
program is the “Exer-
cise and Screening for
You” tool at
easyforyou.info. 

Getting Started
If  you’ve never done

strength training exer-
cises before, you may
want to work with a per-
sonal trainer for a few
sessions to help you de-
velop a safe and effective
routine you can contin-
ue on your own. They
cost anywhere from $20
to $100 per hour. To find
one, ask your health
care provider or contact
a good health club or fit-
ness facility in your
area. You can also
search for one online at
reputable sites like ace-
fitness.org or ideafit.com. 

If  personal training
isn’t an option, there are
lots of  great senior
strength training videos
you can purchase to
guide you through a
wide variety of  exercis-
es that you can do at
home. Collage Video (col-
lagevideo.com, 800-819-
7111) sells dozens of  age
and fitness appropriate
DVD’s at prices usually
ranging between $10 and
$20. 

Also see go4life.nia.
nih.gov, a resource cre-

ated by the National In-
stitute on Aging that of-
fers a free exercise DVD
and guide that provides
illustrated examples of
exercises you can do at
home to strengthen your
body. You can order your
free copies online or by
calling 800-222-2225. 

Senior Classes
If  you don’t like ex-

ercising alone or need
some motivation consid-
er joining a gym, or call
your local senior center
to see if  they offer any
strength training exer-
cise classes. You should
also check out Silver-
Sneakers (silversneak-
ers.com, 888-423-4632) or
Silver&Fit (silverand-
fit.com, 877-427-4788).
These are fitness pro-
grams offered in thou-
sands of  fitness centers,
gyms and YMCAs
throughout the U.S. that
offer special classes de-
signed for older adults.
These programs are
available only to seniors
that have certain
Medicare supplemental
policies or Medicare Ad-
vantage plans.

Equipment
If  you work out at

home you’ll probably
need to invest in some
equipment. While some
strength training can be
done using your own
body weight (like push-
ups, sit-ups and leg
squats), hand weights,
ankle weights, medicine
balls, resistance bands
or rubber tubing are all
great tools for strength
training. You can find all
these products at sport-

ing goods stores, or on-
line at amazon.com for
around $10 or less. Cans
of  soup, water bottles or
plastic milk containers
filled with water or sand
could also be used (like
small hand weights) for
resistance. 

Another great
strength training tool
you should know about
is the Resistance Chair
(it costs $280). This is an
all-in-one home fitness
system that helps se-

nior’s maintain and im-
prove their strength
from a safe seated posi-
tion with minimal risk
of  injury. To learn more
see vqactioncare.com or
call 800-585-4920.

Send your senior
questions to: Savvy Se-
nior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to
the NBC Today show and
author of  “The Savvy
Senior” book.

www.greenepublishing.com Wednesday, November 21, 20124A • Madison County Carrier

AROUND MADISON COUNTY

 BAILEY MONUMENT CO

 740252

Of Madison County

850-878-5310
1723 Mahan Center Boulevard

Tallahassee, Florida 32308
www.bigbendhospice.org

Your Hometown Hospice Since 1983

Thank you for your support in the recent
Election.  I look forward to continuing to

serve as your Supervisor of Elections!

Tommy Hardee
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Do You Remember Where You Were

When JFK Was Assassinated?
Tim McCray: That’s one of

those things
that you never
forget, like
when the Chal-
lenger exploded
or Elvis died. I
was sitting in
my 10th grade
Science class
when a girl, who
had been given permission to go to
the bathroom, came in crying and
said, “They shot President Kennedy.
They shot President Kennedy.” 

Mike Woods: I remember it
well. I was burn-
ing trash with
my brother and
friends. I had
my hand stuck
down in a trash
55-gallon trash
barrel when my
brother threw
the match in. I still have a bad scar
on my tight hand. That’s what we
were doing.

W i l l i a m
Burks, Jr.: I
was at Lee Ju-
nior High
School. 

Vicki Howerton: Oh I remem-
ber exactly. I
was in ninth
grade Civics
class at Fitzger-
ald High School
in Fitzgerald,
Ga. when it was
announced on
the intercom.
We were shocked and horrified.

Colin Howerton: I was in P.E.
class in the 10th
grade at Madi-
son County
High School. We
were shocked
that the Presi-
dent had been
killed. 

Lois Ironmonger: You know
what I was doing that day. (The for-
mer Lois Sealey,
Ironmonger is
the younger (by
two months and
three weeks)
first cousin of
Jacob Bembry.
She was born at
Madison Coun-
ty Memorial Hospital on the day that
John F. Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas, Texas. 

Bakersfield Californian
-- Headline: "President
Shot Down by Gunman
in Dallas; Wound in
Head Feared Fatal"

South Bend Tribune --
Headline: "John

Kennedy Shot; Presi-
dent Gunned Down in
Dallas Motorcade,"

Home Edition

Boston Traveler -- 
EXTRA, Headline:
"Kennedy Shot -- 
Condition Critical"

Chicago Daily News --
Headline: "Kennedy
Shot Down by Dallas
Sniper," Red Flash 

Edition

To the People of Florida’s 
Second Congressional District, 

I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude for your sup-
port and prayers, and for the con-
*idence that you have placed in
me to continue our work in Con-
gress. It is a privilege and honor
to represent you. 
We have accomplished a lot to-

gether over the past two years,
but there is still much work to be
done in our journey to change the
culture in Washington, D.C.
Thank you again for trusting me

to be a voice for you in Congress.
Rest assured, as a lifelong resi-
dent of North and Northwest
Florida, I will always *ight for the
people and land that I love.
Your partner in 
freedom and liberty,

Steve Southerland, II
United States Representative
2nd District, Florida 

Paid for by Southerland For Congress 

No Photo
Available

Submitted by Capt. Mark Joost
The Madison County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice will be facilitating its next Con-
cealed Carry Weapons class on
Saturday, Dec. 1. The National Rifle
Association (N.R.A.) First Steps Pis-
tol course is the foundation for the
sheriff ’s office 8 hour concealed car-
ry class. In addition, information is
provided to ensure that each student
is aware of  what they can expect to
take place before, during and after vi-
olent confrontations and how they, as
individuals, can best prepare for
these dynamics. We emphasize to our
students how important it is to value
life and to employ less lethal options
when the circumstances permit, but
we want our students to be confident-
ly prepared. The Florida standards
for legally carrying a concealed
firearm may not be sufficient to pre-
pare for violent confrontations.  Our
goal is to fully prepare law-abiding
citizens for the complex dynamics of
violent confrontations while helping
to preserve each of  our Second
Amendment rights. This class far ex-
ceeds the requirements to apply for
the State of  Florida Concealed Carry
Weapons Permit for residents and
non-residents. The Florida Concealed

Carry Weapons permit is honored in
36 states. Our classes are taught by
N.R.A. multi-discipline law enforce-
ment firearms instructors who are
active S.W.A.T. team members and
U.S. military veterans. The cost for
this course is $85.00. The cost for two
people in a group is $75.00 each. The
cost goes down for each additional
person. 

As a law abiding citizen, making
the choice to arm ourselves is a right
and a privilege. We owe it to our-
selves and our loved ones to make the
necessary preparations. Make the
choice to be a victor, not a victim. We
want to share with you the knowl-
edge on how to prepare for, and win, a
violent confrontation. The cost for
this class is $45.00 per person and stu-
dents are required to provide the am-
munition they would like to use
during the practical exercises. A por-
tion of  these course fees will support
summer camps sponsored by the
Sheriff ’s Office for disadvantaged
youth and other free courses for the
community. If  you would like to reg-
ister for either of  these classes, or if
you have any questions, please con-
tact Captain Mark W. Joost at 850 519-
0947.

Sheriff’s Office 
Offering Concealed

Weapons Class



www.greenepublishing.com Wednesday, November 21, 20126A • Madison County Carrier

AROUND MADISON COUNTY

Madison County Health Department and the
statewide Tobacco Free Florida program have a
message for tobacco users this Great American
Smokeout: There is a Quitter In You.

The Great American Smokeout on Thursday,
Nov. 15 is an ideal day for smokers to find their inner
quitter. This observance, currently in its 37th year,
is sponsored by the American Cancer Society and
raises awareness about the dangers of  smoking and
the many effective resources available to successful-
ly quit. 

Madison County Health Department is encour-
aging smokers to make a quit plan during the Great
American Smokeout or to plan in advance to quit
smoking that day. A comprehensive quit plan is key
to quitting for good. 

Local events for the Great American Smokeout
include:

The Students Working Against Tobacco will be
hosting a SWAT Stomps Tobacco event at the MCCS
Basketball Game starting at 5:00.

The Tobacco Free Madison Partnership will be
hosting a county wide outreach event with local
businesses and organizations. Area businesses will
be providing information on local cessation re-
sources for employees and customers. 

Tobacco Free Florida’s free evidence-based re-
sources can help tobacco users set a personalized
plan that includes counseling from a certified and
trained Quit Coach and FDA-approved nicotine re-
placement therapy (NRT), when appropriate. This
combined approach can double to triple a tobacco
user’s chance of  quitting.i

Seven out of  10 adult smokers report that they
want to quit completely.ii Those who have not been
successful in the past should continue trying be-
cause most former smokers make several attempts
before quitting permanently.iii 

Tobacco Free Florida offers three ways to
quit:

CALL: Call the Florida Quitline at 1-877-U-CAN-

NOW to speak with a Quit Coach who will help you
assess your addiction and help you create a person-
alized quit plan.

CLICK: Enroll in the Web Coach®, which will
help you create your own web-based quit plan that’s
right for you, visit https://www.quitnow.net/florida.

COME IN: Sign up for Quit Smoking Now group
classes at your local Area Health Education Center
(AHEC) by calling (850) 973-1710 or attending the
Tools to Quit Program at the Madison County
Health Department on Mondays from 5:30 -7:30.

For more information, visit www.tobac-
cofreeflorida.com. 

ABOUT TOBACCO FREE FLORIDA
The Florida Department of  Health’s Tobacco

Free Florida campaign is a statewide cessation and
prevention campaign funded by Florida’s tobacco
settlement fund.  

Tobacco users interested in quitting are encour-
aged to use one of  the state’s three ways to quit. To
learn about Tobacco Free Florida and the state’s
free quit resources, visit www.tobaccofree
florida.com or follow the campaign on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/TobaccoFreeFlorida or Twit-
ter at www.twitter.com/tobaccofreefla. 

1 Fiore MC, Jaen CR, Baker TB, et al. Treating
tobacco use and dependence: 2008 update. Clinical
practice guideline. Rockville, MD: US Department of
Health and Human Services, Public Health Service;
2008. Available at http://www.surgeongeneral.
gov/tobacco/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf

2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Cigarette Smoking Among Adults—United States,
2000. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
2002;51(29):642–5 [accessed 2010 Jun 2].

3 DiClemente CC. Addiction and change: how
addictions develop and addicted people recover. New
York: Guilford Press, 2003. 

Is There A Quitter In You? 
Madison County Health Department and Tobacco Free Florida

Commemorate the Great American Smokeout

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Town of  Greenville saluted its veterans
with a parade and Veterans Day program on Sat-
urday, Nov. 10. 

Following the parade through downtown
Greenville, the program began at 1:30 p.m. 

Following a processional to patriotic music,
led by John R. Nelson, Sr., past District 2 Com-
mander of  the Department of  Florida Veterans
of  Foreign Wars, the Jefferson County Middle
High School JROTC presented the service flags.
Branches recognized included the U.S. Marines,
the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, the U.S. Coast
Guard and the U.S. Air Force. 

Kovacherich Arnold, the mayor of
Greenville, welcomed everyone to the ceremony
before Lucile Day welcomed the keynote speaker,
Sgt. Major Bernard Washington, of  the U.S.
Army. 

Recognition was then given to New Canaan
Missionary Baptist Church for their Community
Theme. 

Special recognition was given to Cpl. Ernest
Sneed, Camp Montford Point Marine. 

Local heroes Cornell Bellamy, Rufus Crymes,
Charlie English, Wilbur Miller (Buffalo Soldier),
Charlie Moore and Henry Moore were honored. 

Sharon Cone and her daughter, Cheyenne,
played “Taps.” 

Closing remarks were made and the ceremo-
ny closed with “America the Beautiful” and “God
Bless America” before the colors were retired
and benediction was given. 

The Greenville Planning Committee for the
celebration included: 

Steering Committee: Ulyssees and Geraldine
Robinson, chairpersons

Members: John R. Nelson, Sr.; Rev. Charles
Evans; VeEtta Hagan; Keith Kirkland; Sam Madi-
son; Cheryl Clemons; Margie Evans; Ronnie
Moore; Mary Alice Hargrett; Lucile Day; Gwen
Johnson; Dr. Roy Scott; Onazina Washington;
Mary M. Madison; and Sharon Cone. 

Donations and support came from New
Canaan Missionary Baptist Church, Regal
Women’s Club, Tommy Hardee and Ronnie
Moore.  

Greenville Holds Second Annual 
Veterans Day Parade And Program



By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A tennis clinic, for
youngsters 10 years old

and younger, was held
Saturday, Nov. 10, in the
City Hall parking lot in
Madison. 

The United States
Tennis Association
(USTA) sponsored the
clinic, which was taught

by Charlie Jackson,
Madison City Commis-
sioner Ina Thompson,
School Superintendent-

elect Doug Brown and
Tom Moore, who came
from White Springs with
two of  his students, Ayan-
na Newsome and Azaria
Tompkins, to help. White
Springs enacted the 10
and under tennis pro-
gram several years ago. 

The City Hall park-
ing lot had three USTA-
sized tennis courts
marked off, complete
with the smaller nets for

the children. 
Thompson, who is

working hard on getting
USTA courts and nets for
the City of  Madison, also
wants to get regulation-
sized tennis courts for the
city. 

For more informa-
tion on the USTA 10 and
under tennis program,
please call Madison City
Manager Tim Bennett at
(850) 973-5081. 
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All Jewelry & Electronics Discounted
((AAllll MMeerrcchhaannddiissee MMuusstt GGoo))

Sale Begins 
Monday, November 26th, 10:00 am

Hours: Mon - Fri 10 am - 6 pm; Sat 10 am - 2 pm
All Sales Are Final

(We Will Be Closed November 22nd, 23rd & 24th)
354 E. Base Street • Madison, FL 32340

(850) 973-2815

Fantasy Land Jewelry & 
Electronics

  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

     

   
    

 
  

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 
 

  
  

  

Bishop Cleaners
3 x 2”

   
 

  
  

 
  

 

   
 

 

   
    

  
 

 

 3115 N. Oak Street Ext. • Valdosta

  229-244-2470  772382

 Let us come and clean your carpet, upholstery, 
 draperies, area rug and hardwood floors

  just in time for the Holidays!

James Register Construction, LLP

State Certified 
General Contractor

CGC009067

State Certified 
Roofing Contractor

CCC056746

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall//RReessiiddeennttiiaall
625 N Fraleigh Dr. • Madison, FL 32340

(850) 973-9780                        (850) 591-7960 (Cell)

Free 
Estimates

Licensed & 
Insured

Fish Day
Now Is The Time For Stocking

• 3-5” Channel Catfish $35 per 100
• 6-8” Channel Catfish $55 per 100
• Bluegill (Coppernose & Hybrid)  •  Readear  •  Koi
• Black Crappie (If Avail.) •  Fathead Minnows

We will service you at:
Farmers Supply in Valdosta, GA

Thur., Nov. 29    From: 4-5 PM
Permit Required for all Triploid Grass Carp In Florida! No Exception!!

To Pre-order, Call:
Arkansas Pondstockers 1-800-843-4748

Walk Ups Welcome

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 10, 2012

Students and instructors took part in the USTA 10 and under tennis clinic. 

Children Enjoy Tennis Clinic

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Jacob Bembry, November 10, 2012

Children learn to bal-
ance the tennis balls on
their rackets, as new
School Superintendent
Doug Brown helps. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 10, 2012

Instructor Charlie Jackson and students walk down the
court with the tennis balls balanced on their rackets. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 10, 2012

Tom Moore, a tennis instructor from White Springs, gets set to volley with
students. 
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FSU vs.Florida

FSU vs. Florida

Oregon vs. Oregon State

Miami vs. Duke

Oklahoma State vs. Oklahoma

South Carolina vs. Clemson

Notre Dame vs. USC

Michigan vs. Ohio State

Rutgers vs. Pittsburgh

Madison vs. Pensecola Catholic

Baylor vs. Texas Tech

Jake
Latner

Shane
Mercer



By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison
County High School
Cowboys will move
on to host the Pen-
sacola Catholic Cru-
saders in playoff
action this Friday
evening, Nov. 23.
They got their by
manhandling Provi-
dence High 54-7 in ac-
tion played Friday,
Nov. 16, at Boot Hill
Stadium in Madison. 

D.J. McKnight
threw seven passes
and completed four for
119 yards and two touch-
downs. 

Akevious Williams
threw one pass and com-
pleted it for a 10-yard
touchdown. He also
rushed three times for 18
yards. 

Brandon Crawford
caught one pass for 67
yards and a touchdown. 

Keyon Bruton
caught one pass for 30
yards and a touchdown.
He also had four carries
for 86 yards and a touch-
down. 

Tré Arnold caught
one pass for 21 yards. 

Alex Brown caught
on pass for 10 yards and
a touchdown. He also
rushed four times for 66
yards and a touchdown. 

Shedrick Williams
caught one pass for one
yard. He also rushed
once for 14 yards. 

Eric Bright rushed
five times for 37 yards. 

Troymond Alexan-
der rushed five times for
18 yards. 

Deontay Oliver
rushed three times for 18
yards. 

Deonshay Wells

rushed twice for 79
yards. 

S h e d r i c k
W i l l i a m s
rushed once for
14 yards. 

Jay West
rushed once for
five yards. 

The game
should be an ex-
citing one Fri-
day night.
P e n s a c o l a
Catholic lost to
Madison Coun-
ty High by one
point in a game

played Oct. 19 in Pen-
sacola. Tickets will be $8
each for the match-up. 

Go, Cowboys!
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PLAYERSOF    
THE WEEK

DEFENSE OFFENSE

Morgan Carter

SPECIAL TEAMS

Chris O’HaraVan Thompkins

MADISON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

WWee AArree HHeerree TToo EEaarrnn YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss
&&

KKeeeepp YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $2.99 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Serving North Florida

THE COOL WEATHER IS HERE!

The Madison Academy Panthers tipped off
their 2012-2013 boys’ basketball season against
New Testament Christian School on Thursday,
November 15, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. at the Colin P. Kel-
ly Fitness Center at North Florida Community
College.

“I’m excited about our season,” said Head
Coach T.J. Green. “We have a lot of  young players
this year working hard with the older players on
the team. They’re enthusiastic and ready to play!”

The Panthers will play a total of  14 games with all but three games
played at NFCC. For more information on Madison Academy,
visitwww.madisonacademy.org. 

Go out and support the Panthers!

MA Boys’ Basketball Schedule 2012-2013
All games will be played at NFCC unless indicated below.
November 15 New Testament 4:30 p.m.
November 20 Aucilla Christian 5:00 p.m.
November 26 Highland Christian 5:30 p.m.
November 29 Providence Christian 4:30 p.m.
December 3 New Testament 4:30 p.m.
December 11 Steinhatchee 4:00 p.m.
December 13 Community Christian 5:00 & 6:00 p.m.
January 11 at Aucilla 3:00 p.m.
January 15 at Steinhatchee 4:30 p.m.
January 17 Providence Christian 4:30 p.m.
January 22 Community Christian 5:00 & 6:00 p.m.
January 24 at Highland Christian 5:00 p.m. 

Madison Academy Announces Boys’
Basketball Schedule For 2012-2013

Cowboys Manhandle
Providence
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SONYA J. MERRIMAN, MD
BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

230 Northside Dr. • Valdosta, GA • 229.242.3002

All attendeeswill be registered towina$500gift certi!cate
for any service and/or product at Plastic SurgeryAssociates ofValdosta, PC!

77
47
15

Cellulite Reduction and Laser Liposuction: Space is limited.
Please RSVP by November 21st to: other@sonyamerrimanmd.com or by calling
229-242-3002. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks will be served

6 - 7 pm: Meet & Mingle
7 - 8 pm: Presentations by Drew Thomas from Cynosure
and Sonya Merriman, MD, Board Certi2ed Plastic Surgeon
8 - 9 pm: Q&A with Dr. Merriman and her sta1

Cellulaze and SmartLipo Event!
Tuesday, November 27, 2012

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Bas Bleu • 121N. Patterson Street • DowntownValdosta

Big Bend Hospice

Tree of
Remembrance20

12

Dedicate a bell, bow, or angel in honor
or memory of someone you love!

205 North Mulberry Street
Monticello, FL 32344
850.997.2827
www.bigbendhospice.org

Visit our Madison County Trees at
Capital City Bank, Madison County
Community Bank & Wells Fargo.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Bradley Neal and his sister, Roselyn Neal, re-
ceived merits of  achievement from Greenville Ele-
mentary School. 

Roselyn was honored with a certificate from her
principal, Valencia Barnes, for being named to the A
Honor Roll. 

Bradley was named Student of  the Month for
the fifth grade for the month of  November. 

Beulah and Herbert Neal are the proud parents
of  Bradley and Roselyn. 

Others who were named student of  the month
were:

Pre-K: Kanden Hill
Kindergarten: Travis Rawlins, Hisham Ayyad
1st Grade: Annierya Randall, Maria Corrie
2nd Grade: Jakiera Jackson, Jasmin Odom
3rd Grade: Corrion Gallon, Jonathan Mitchell
4th Grade: Mikala Kinsey

Bradley And Roselyn Neal
Recognized For 

Accomplishments

Bradley NealRoselyn Neal

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

It was a program nearly nine weeks in the mak-
ing,with weekly rehearsals every Friday since
school began, led by five volunteers from the Madi-
son Garden Club: Dolly Ballard, Betty Mandzak, Lu-
anna Forness, Esther Decker and pianist Sally
Johnson.

On the morning of  Nov. 8, the pre-K  through
fifth grade classes of  Pinetta Elementary School pre-
sented a concert of  patriotic songs for friends and
family, but most importantly, for the veterans of  the
community, who were specially invited.

The students presented a special salute in song
to Madison County Veterans, thanking them for
their sacrifices that allow Americans to continue to
enjoy freedom.

After a welcome from Principal Beth Moore,
along with fifth graders Deja Jones and Alexandria

Barker, Ellie Cherry led the pledge of  allegiance and
the Pre-K class led off  the concert with “When John-
ny Comes Marching Home.”  The Kindergarten
class followed up with “Yankee Doodle.”

Miss Gail's first grade class performed “America
the Beautiful,” Mrs. Christy's first grade class sand
“You're a Grand Old Flag” and Mr. Lewis' second
grade class sang “This Land is Your Land.”

The third, fourth and fifth grade classes then
performed a combined musical tribute that included
“God Bless America,” a song made famous by Kate
Smith and written by a Russian immigrant who
came to America and went on to become synony-
mous with patriotic songs.  Other selections includ-
ed “The Star-Spangled Banner,” “You're a Grand Old
Flag” and the “Armed Forces Medley” where the au-
dience was invited to sing along and veterans were
asked to stand whenever the children sang the song
for that  particular branch of  the U.S Military –
Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Army and Marines.

The children also dedicated one of  their songs,
“Let There be Peace on Earth,” to their principal
Beth Moore, just before their final song with every-
one joining in: “God Bless the U.S.A”

Pinetta Elementary Pays A Musical Tribute 
To Area Veterans

Photo submitted

The Pre-K class performs “When Johnny Comes Marching Home.” 

Photo submitted

The kindergarten class sings “Yankee Doodle.”

Photo submitted

The third, fourth and fifth grade classes combined to perform several patriotic numbers.

Photo submitted

The second graders send a big “thank you” to
the veterans in the audience.



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR

HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 

federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.

20250-9410 or call 
(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an

equal opportunity
provider and employer.”

TDD phone number
run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

AUCTION

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

HELP 
WANTED
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FLORIDA PRESS
SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED 
PROGRAM

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR 11/19/2012
THROUGH
11/25/2012I am a retired nurse; and

want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

Move In Special
2 BD Trailer For Rent. $350

869-0916. 
2/8 - rtn, c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

2003 Mustang
131,000 miles. Great 

condition, no rips or stains
on interior. Regularly 
serviced, runs great.

$4,500 obo. 
Call 706-232-4673. 

7/11 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Commercial / Office building
available in the heart of
downtown Madison. 

Featuring 5,400 square feet
and two bathrooms.  

Available for rent monthly.
Please call All Realty 

Services at 850-973-999 for
more details and ask for

Lynette Sirmon.
8/24 - rtn, c

Advertising Sales 
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team 
player, able to handle 

multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire 

office staff.  Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the 
office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s
newspaper office, located at

1695 South SR 53, 
in Madison.

8/29 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offers a CNA
prep class taught by a RN.
No GED or diploma required
if age 18. No TABE test.

Professional, high pass rates,
day and evening classes.

386-362-1065.
11/7 - 11/28, pd

Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

Do you have 
dead or junk batteries?
Recycle them at Madison
Metals. Top prices paid. 
Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m and 
lunch from 12 - 1. 
Call (850)-973-4172.

10/3 - rtn, n/c

3 BD 2 BA Singlewide
Mobile Home

Near Blue Springs. 
No pets. 1 year lease. 

$550 month, $550 security. 
(850) 597-3211.

10/24-rtn, cPeanut Hay For Sale
4’x5’ rolls. $40 each. 
Call Henry Terry at 
(850)-673-7711.

11/7 - rtn, n/c

New five bedroom three bath
doublewide home must go
now. Make offer. Selling 
below cost! Call Steve 

386-365-8549.
11/7 - rtn, c

Yes we take trades! Replace
your old home with a 
more efficient and much 
stronger safer home now. 
Call 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Now is the best time to buy a
new mobile home! Low rates
means new homes under
$400 month! 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Stop throwing money away!
Our new homes cost less

than $100 month to heat and
cool! Call Steve 
386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c
Nice triplewide, fireplace,
glamour bath, sliding glass
doors, new metal roof. Must
sell now. Reduced to only
$22,900 cash. 386-365-8549.

11/7 - rtn, c

Blow out pricing on all 2012
mobile homes. Making room
for new 2013 homes. Call
Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c
2013 homes of merit tape
and texture starting at $375
per month. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Used single wide 16x80 
3 bedroom 2 bath home
ready to go at $15,900. 
Call Mike 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

2006 Fleetwood home. Super
clean and looks brand new.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

New and used homes starting
as low as $6,500 on 

doublewides. Call Mike 
386-623-4218.

11/7 - rtn, c

Home for Rent
HUD Vouchers Accepted.

4 bed 2 bath. 
260 Gillislee St, Madison
Call 850-464-2452 or 
719-466-1348.

11/14 - 1/2, pd

For Sale
99 Black GMC Sonoma
for sale by owner. $3,600. 
Call (850) 464-7544.

11/14 - rtn, n/c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
38 +/- acres. Heavily 

wooded tract. Road divides
property. Tow miles from
Madison on Captain Brown
Road. Possible owner 

financing. $1250 per acre.
Shafer Land Scales. 

Jerry Shafer. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker.
1535 Killearn Center Blvd.,

Unit C6. 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32309. 

850-385-8060. 
http://www.schaferlandsales.com

11/14, 11/21, c

Director of Advising & 
Retention wanted at North
Florida Community College. 

See www.nfcc.edu.
11/21, 11/28, c

ASE-Certified Automotive
Instructor and Automotive

Assistant Needed:
Inquire of Jamie Newberry,

Education Director. 
Twin Oaks 

Vocational Academy. 
(850) 948-1200, x281 or
jnewberry@togha.org.

11/21 - 12/12, c

AUCTION SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 24 AT 5PM.
AUCTION HOUSE/
MADISON 1693 SW
MOSELEY HALL RD
(CR360) 850 973-1444.

NOTE SPECIAL TIME FOR
THIS AUCTION. WE WILL
BE SELLING A LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF 

NEW AND USED ITEMS 
SUCH AS SMALL AND 
LARGE POWER TOOLS, 
YARD EQUIPMENT, 

CHRISTMAS DECOR AND
TREES, HEATERS AND
TOYS. SEE US AT 
auctionzip.com. 10% 

BUYERS PREMIUM.  MC,
VISA, DISCOVER, DEBIT
CARDS, CHECKS AND
CASH ACCEPTED. AU691
RON COX, AB2490.

11/21, pd

Auctions
AUCTION Nov. 28th thru
Dec. 1st. 35 Million Dollars
in Construction/ Marine
Equipment and Vehicles.

Detailed list @  
www.hendersonauctions.com

(225)686-2252 
Livingston, Louisiana.

Employment
Apply Now, 12 Drivers

Needed Top 5% Pay & Late
Model Equip Guaranteed
Home for Xmas. Need CDL

Class A Driving Exp
(877)258-8782 

www.ad-drivers.com
Miscellaneous

ATTEND COLLEGE ON-
LINE from Home.  
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV 
authorized. Call 

www.CenturaOnline.com
888-203-3179.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
NURSING CAREERS begin
here – Train in months, not
years. Financial aid if 

qualified. Housing available.
Job Placement assistance.
Call Centura Institute 

Orlando. (877) 206-6559.
AIRLINE CAREERS - 
Become an Aviation 

Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

(866)314-3769.
MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here – Train ONLINE for 
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. 

SCHEV authorized.
Call 888-203-3179

www.CenturaOnline.com
OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers - Class A Flatbed,

HOME EVERY 
WEEKEND! Pay 37?/mi,

Both ways, FULL 
BENEFITS, Requires 1 year
OTR Flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, 
Jacksonville, FL.

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in
15 days! (888)368-1964.
Experienced OTR Flatbed
Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to
qualified drivers. Home 

most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 /

www.bulldoghiway.com EOE
TIRED OF LIVING 
PAYCHECK TO 

PAYCHECK? There's great
earning potential as a 

Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional
Truck Driver earns over
$700/wk*! 16-Day CDL
Training @ NFCC/

Roadmaster! Approved for
Veterans Training. CALL
TODAY! (866)467-0060
*DOL/BLS 2012.

Real Estate
ABSOLUTE AUCTION

79+/- Bank Owned Assets in
GA, NC, TN Nov. 27 @
6pm, Lithia Springs, GA.

Nov. 28 @ 6pm, Ellijay, GA.
Online & Live Bidding.
GAL AU-CO002594,
NCAL8935, TN5733
RowellAuctions.com
(800)323-8388.

Real Estate/ Mobile Homes
Mobile Home with acreage
ready to move in, great for
pets. Lots of space for the
price, 3Br 2Ba, serious offers

only, no renters. 
(850)308-6473.

Schools & Instruction
"Can Your Dig It?" Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk

Training Program. Backhoes,
Bulldozers, Excavators. 
Local Job Placement Asst.
VA Benefits Approved. 
2 National Certifications.

(866)362-6497.

The Board of Directors for the Healthy Start Coalition of Jefferson, Madison &
Taylor Counties will meet on December 3, 2012 at 5:00pm at 925 East Washing-
ton Street in Monticello, Florida.

11/21

NOTICE:
This ad shall serve as a notification of channel enhancements for Comcast Cable’s
all digital residential and commercial channel lineups in the Florida Panhandle
market area
On, or around, January 8, 2013:

· For Henry (AL), Houston (AL), Leon and Bay Counties:  MGM HD, 
HD Digital Preferred channel 460, will no longer be available.

On, or around, January 15, 2013:
· For Bay, Brooks (GA), Henry (AL), Houston (AL), Jackson, Leon, 
Madison and Taylor Counties:  beIN Sport-English will be added on 
channel 638 of the Sports Entertainment Pack.  GOL TV, Sports Enter
tainment Pack channel 729, will no longer be available.

Please call 1-800-COMCAST (266-2278) with any questions.
GENERAL INFORMATION
*A digital-ready television set and/or digital equipment may be required to receive
certain digital channels or certain services.  Service charges may apply. Services
not available in all areas, restrictions apply. For customers with commercial ac-
counts or bulk rate arrangements, some product, pricing and other information
may not apply.  Upon proper notice, all pricing, programming, channel locations
and packaging are subject to change.  For information about all of our product of-
ferings, please visit www.comcast.com.

11/21

11/21, 11/28
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY
By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

This year, the Tropicana Speech Contest was held
in the fall rather than the spring, to give the first place
winners time to go on to compete at the next level.

The contestants, fourth, fifth and sixth graders
who had already competed and won at the classroom
level and at the grade level for their individual schools,
gathered at the county extension office and took to the
podium to compete with each other at the county level.
The first place winner from each grade level is eligible
to go on to compete at the district level.

With a “la-la-la” and a “do-re-mi,” fourth grader
Tabitha Jinks of  Greenville Elementary school took
first place talking about her love of  singing, and her
dreams of  being a famous pop star, like Beyonce.  Daw-
son Herring of  Pinetta Elementary won second place,
and Sarah Mabardy of  Lee Elementary placed third.
Kennedy Fogle of  Madison County Central School and
Blaydon Plain of  Madison Academy won Honorable
Mention.

At the fifth grade level, Ellie Cherry of  Pinetta El-
ementary took top honors with her detailed descrip-
tion of  a trip to the nation's capital.  Kayla Reeves of
Madison Academy placed second and Karissa Kervin
of  Lee Elementary placed third.  Honorable Mentions
went to Atticus Molnar of  Madison County Central
School, Lasage Ferguson of  Greenville Elementary,
and Erin Taylor of  New Testament Christian School.

At the sixth grade level, first place honors went to
Journey Aust of  Madison County Central School, who
vividly imagined herself  winning a high-level spelling
bee while people chanted her name.  Caroline Jennings
of  Madison Academy placed second, Zillie Daniels of
LATMA Academy placed third and Savannah Edwards
of  New Testament Christian School received honor-

able mention.
Congratulations to everyone who participated,

and good luck to the first place winners at the district
competition.

Tropicana Speech Contest Winners Announced

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 16, 2012

Representing the fifth grade are (left to right): At-
ticus Molnar, Honorable Mention; Erin Taylor, Honor-
able Mention; Ellie Cherry, First Place; Kayla Reeves,
Second Place; Karissa Kervin, Third Place; Lasage
Ferguson, Honorable Mention.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 16, 2012

The three first place winners of the Tropicana
Speech Contest are (left to right): Tabitha Jinks,
Fourth Grade; Journey Aust, Sixth Grade; and Ellie
Cherry, Fifth Grade.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 16, 2012

Sixth grade was represented by (left to right): Sa-
vannah Edwards, Honorable Mention; Journey Aust,
First Place; Caroline Jennings, Second Place; and
Zillie Daniels, Third Place.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 16, 2012

Fourth grade contestants are (left to right):
Kennedy Fogle, Honorable Mention; Tabitha Jinks,
First Place; Dawson Herring, Second Place; Sarah
Mabardy, Third Place; and Blaydon Plain, Honorable
Mention.
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Just off  Little Cat Road, and a stone's throw down the gravel-surfaced
Lime Sink Church Road, stands a small white structure that Rev. Joseph
Simmons reckons is close to the hundred-year-old mark.  It stands very near
to where the old Lime Sink School used to be, and although the school is long
since gone, the small building is the church home to about 20 regular mem-
bers who meet there on the first and third Sundays of  the month.  On the
second and fourth Sundays, Rev. Simmons preaches at Oak Grove
Missionary Baptist Church in Live Oak.  

On those occasional fifth Sundays, all the churches (about 25 altogether)
that are affiliated with the First Bethlehem Ministers and Laymen Training
Union in Madison and neighboring counties get together at different church
locations for a worship service followed by a luncheon.   Since the Union is
one of  the largest in the area, Lime Sink hosts the others churches about
once every three and a half  years, by Simmons' estimation.  

The last time Lime Sink hosted the gathering was back in July of  this
year; and because the actual church itself  is far too small to accommodate
all the people who attend, the meeting place was Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church; however, the congregation of  Lime Sink was responsible for the
food and making sure everything good to go.

For the last 15 years, Simmons has led the small congregation at Lime
Sink, and says that like any small         ...Story cont. on Page 2B...

Renovations at Lime Sink Missionary Baptist Church

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, November 12, 2012

The epitome of small rural churches everywhere, the Lime Sink
Missionary Baptist Church on Lime Sink Church Road continues to provide
sanctuary for its flock.
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black country church, it
is sometimes a struggle
to make ends meet.
Nevertheless, the con-
gregation has managed
to raise funds for a few
needed renovations for
the little church build-
ing.

Most recently, the
dining hall area had to
be rewired so it could be
used to its full potential.
Before, with the outdat-
ed wiring, it was  impos-
sible to even run a deep
fryer in the kitchen
area.  There is also a
new metal roof  over the
dining room.  Soon, the
sanctuary itself  will
need a new roof;
Simmons has noticed
the old shingles deterio-
rating on one side.  

It is only rarely that
they do open fundrais-
ers in public venues,
like the chicken and
rice dinners they sold
in their food vendor
booth at the Election
Night Party on the
Courthouse Lawn.  In
fact, the Election Night
fund-raiser was their
first.

“Our chicken and
rice always sells,” says
Simmons, who added
that there was a possi-
bility that the church
might do another public
fundraiser some time,
out there in the future.
If  so, said Simmons, it

would most likely be as
part or an organized
public activity like the
Election Night Party or
some other public festi-
val or celebration, and
he would need to talk to
some more people about
it.

“We try to do most
of  our fund-raising in-
house,” said Simmons,
relying mostly on dona-
tions from members.
Recently, a very gener-
ous donation from a
church member
allowed them to buy a
commercial freezer and
a steam table, which
was a huge help for a
congregation that sees
part of  its mission as
caring for the sick and
elderly around them.

The church mem-
bers have done
Thanksgiving and
Christmas meals for the
elderly, the poor and the

homeless, and this year
at their Annual
Luncheon after church
on the third Sunday in
December, they will be
boxing up meals to take
to the sick and elderly
in their community.

The church may be
small with only a few
members, and they may
have to share a minister
with a church in anoth-
er county, but they have
persevered, found a way
to keep their building
going and provide a
sanctuary for their
members who gather
there to worship, and
extend a helping hand
to those in their com-
munity who need it
most, whether physical-
ly or spiritually.

“For wherever two
or three are gathered in
my name, there I am in
the midst of  them.”
Matthew 18:20 
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Lime Sink Missionary
Baptist Church
Story cont. from Page 1B



“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of  God, that ye present your bodies a living sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea-
sonable service.” Romans 12:1. We need to be will-
ing to sacrifice our agenda for God’s agenda.

Just think about the following “What Ifs.”
What if  Noah had told God, “I don’t want to build
boats!” What if  Joseph had not forgiven his broth-
ers and failed to protect them from the life threat-

ening famine? Or most importantly, what if  Jesus
had refused to die on the cross? Can you begin to
imagine what this world would be like today? Or
better yet, would we still have a world?

Let us close the What Ifs by stating that God
knew what he was doing when he picked the
aforementioned brethren for each particular job.
The point is that all of  them presented themselves
as a Living Sacrifice for God. This should be a
goal for all of  us in life, because if  we live other-
wise, we are asking for trouble.

The question then becomes, how do we live a
sacrificial life? First, let love be without dissimu-
lation. Hate that which is evil; and cleave to that
which is good. Bless them which persecute you:
bless and curse not. Be not overcome of  evil, but
overcome evil with good. Romans 12:9, 14 and 21.

I know how it feels when you try to live for the
Lord and it looks like all you get is negative and
evil responses. Sometimes, you feel like all your
work is in vain and you wonder why you should
surrender to God. Read James 4:7, which says,
“Submit yourselves therefore to God.” We need to
say, Lord take our lives and make them wholly
thine; Fill our poor hearts with thy great love
divine. Then realize that surrender becomes vic-

tory, when we yield to God.
When we surrender to God’s will, we become

true disciples for Christ, Some may say. Brother
Pastor, how do we become true disciples for
Christ? Luke 14:26 says, “If  any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” The key to
understanding this scripture is grasping the idea
of  a technique used in the Ancient World called
hyperbole, which is defined as a “deliberate exag-
geration or figure of  speech for the purpose of
emphasis.” Therefore, hyperbole should not be
taken literally and many times a person may mis-
interpret what the true meaning is all about.
Jesus is not saying literally hating mother, father,
etc, but, stressing to his disciples that they can’t
have divided loyalties, instead. God must be num-
ber one.

Finally, true discipleship or total surrender to
God’s will means that you will choose Christ, even
in extreme circumstances. If  someone is forced to
choose between obeying Jesus or obeying his
father, or sister, or brother, then that person must
choose Jesus. This is what being a Living
Sacrifice for the Lord is all about!
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The 
Pulpit

Rev. Robert L. Holmes
Architillery Missionary
Baptist Church

“Be A Living Sacrifice 
For The Lord”



One of  my favorite Brennan Manning quotes
is about Heaven, but only indirectly. It’s more
about how to best live our lives today. Manning
says, “Heaven will be filled with preschoolers. No
adults will be allowed admittance.” Brennan’s
quote duplicates the words of  Jesus: “The
Kingdom of  God belongs to those who are like
children,” Christ said. 

Jesus wasn’t idealizing childhood or empha-
sizing a child’s innocence with those words. No,
he was pointing to the status of  a child. If  you
want to get somewhere spiritually, Jesus says, you
don’t get there by clawing your way to top. You
have to descend to the lowest possible place in the
social strata. You humble yourself, because you

have to get small to fit through the door that leads
to the kingdom of  God.

So every time we feel ourselves being led away
from childlike simplicity and dependence upon
God, we must return to the nursery, remembering
that there can be no status-striving in the ways of
God. We resist and remove those things that lure
us into a state where we are not wholly and com-
pletely dependent upon God. 

No, the world doesn’t operate this way, but this
is exactly why the witness of  the church is
required. In a society marked by smear cam-
paigns, scraping and fighting to get to the top of
the heap, grotesque levels of  inequality and
greed, broken promises and broken deals, cheat-
ing and killing just to get to be number one, when
we become as humble children, we show society a
better way to live. 

Thankfully, from time to time, God gifts the
church with those rare individuals who remind
us of  Jesus’ words. One of  those people was a
French teenager who lived a century ago named
Therese Martin, better known today as St.
Therese of  Lisieux. Therese entered a Carmelite
convent when she was only 15, with one ambition:
To become a saint. 

The Carmelites certainly lent themselves to
her pursuit. The Carmelites demanded strict obe-
dience, continuous prayers, long periods of  fast-
ing and silence, vows of  isolation and poverty, and
overall a severe approach to spirituality. This was
the perfect place for one looking to achieve the
peak of  the religious honor system. And this was
the exact place that Therese utterly failed.

Six years into her cloistered life in the con-
vent, and suffering from poor health and debili-
tating bouts of  depression, she realized that all
her striving and religious go-getting was useless.
She was exhausted by it all, and simply could not
do it. Giving up on sainthood altogether, and
despairing of  life, it was about this time that she
read a single line from the book of  Proverbs that
changed everything: “Whoso is little, let him
come to me.” 

She named this discovery “The Little Way,”
realizing that the only way up, was down. For the
rest of  her very short life (she died at the age of
24), she quit trying so hard at trying so hard, and
learned to become a child once again. 

She wrote, “Children are always giving trou-
ble, falling down, getting themselves dirty, break-
ing things; but   ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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The “Little Way”
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Keeping The Faith
Story cont. from Page 4B
all this does not shake their parents’ love for
them…I rejoice to be little because only children,
and those who are like them, will be admitted to the
heavenly banquet.” 

Often critiqued as overly simplistic and naïve,
Therese and her “Little Way” are rejected by those
who feel the need for greater complexity or intellec-
tualism in their faith. Maybe these critics reject her
conclusions because they simply feel the need for
more: More responsibility, more steps up the reli-
gious ladder to the top, more ways to gain respect,
status, or a higher standing, and the need for a more
honorable reputation. 

Yet, Therese was right on target, and not
because her way ironically led to her sainthood. She
was right because her way reflected the way of
Jesus. And reflecting Jesus is more than enough,
because his way, “The Little Way,” always leads us to
abandon ourselves like a child, into the arms of
God.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist,
speaker, and author of  multiple books. You can
read more and receive regular e-columns in your
inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Rev. Dr. Martae I.
Telfair-Smith, Sr. will
be installed as the pas-
tor of  Damascus
Missionary Baptist
Church on Sunday,
Dec. 2, at 3 p.m. 

The special guest
speaker for the occa-
sion will be Rev.
Thomas D.A. Blue, pas-
tor of  New Bibleway
Baptist Church of
Gainesville. 

The FAMU Legacy
Concert Choir will be
the guest choir. 

Everyone is invited
to attend the service. 

New Pastor To
Be Installed At

Damascus
Missionary

Baptist Church
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“Asking a Baptist preacher to keep it down to
10 or 15 minutes is an awesome task,” said David
Paulk.  “The reason I can teach at NFCC is they let
me have at least an hour and 15 minutes.”

Paulk, a graduate of  Valdosta State
University, with post secondary studies at
Southeast Baptist Theological Seminary, was vis-
iting the Rotary Club on Nov. 7 to talk about the
Comparative Religion studies he teaches at North
Florida Community College and discuss what
Christians should know when dealing with people
of  other faiths.

One of  the main things they should be aware
of  is that there is a great deal of  diversity among
the faithful, even within the same religion.

To demonstrate the diversity of  beliefs even
among Christians, he asked those present to imag-
ine that a stranger had walked into the room,
asked how many people in the room were
Christians, and that everyone present raised a
hand.

“If  he said, 'okay, then, I know exactly what
you believe,' chances are he be wrong in every sin-
gle case.”

Within Christianity, there are Catholics and
Protestants, for example, and among Protestants
there are Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians,
Episcopalians, Lutherans, and so on.  There are
differences within the same denomination, and

sometimes, even within the same congregation.
When people can draw such distinctions

between different sects of  Christianity, then we
can be assured that there are major differences in
all the other major religions of  the world; within
each of  those major religions, whether Hindu,
Muslim, etc., are going to be different schools of
thought.  Within Hinduism, there are teachings
from many different monks, each with their own
followers.  Among the followers of  Islam there are
Shiites, Sunnis, Kharjites and others, and each of
these different sects have several divisions of
their own.

“I always tell people what I tell my students at
the end of  all my lectures,” said Paulk.  “Just
because you meet someone and you know what
religion they are, you don't know everything
about what they believe...the best thing you can do
is to listen to them.”

Another thing Christians should be aware of
is negative stereotyping, an example of  which
would be assuming that the religion-based vio-
lence they sometimes see on television newscasts
applies to all individuals of  that faith.  Paulk
related how he had recently met a Middle-Eastern
woman and her    ...Story cont. on Page 7B...

David Paulk Talks About Comparative Religion 
At Rotary Club

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, November 7, 2012

David Paulk, a Social Sciences instructor at
North Florida Community College, talks to the
Rotary Club about the comparative religion
course he teaches.
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husband in a store and had a very pleasant conversation with them
about their faith.

When Christians travel to other parts of  the world, whether they are
diplomats, ambassadors, business travelers or tourists, they should be
aware of  the different religious customs that might affect them.  For
example, if  they are traveling in the Middle East, they should know that
non-Muslims are not allowed to enter the holy city of  Mecca, and there
may be other areas where travel may be restricted to Muslims only, with
dire consequences for trespassing.  Some religious customs deem certain
foods offensive.  Others have protocols about the ways in which men and
women can interact with each other in public places.

Religion has also noticeably affected our politics in recent election
cycles, but some religious issues have figured into elections at least as
far back as the Herbert Hoover-Al Smith presidential race of  1928;
Smith's catholicism may have been a factor in his loss to Hoover.  When
John F. Kennedy ran for President in 1960, he had to assure the voting
public that his religious beliefs would not interfere with his ability to
serve as president.  In the 2000 election, people noted the Jewish faith of
Vice Presidential candidate Joe Lieberman.  In 2008, Obama's past con-
nections to a particular church brought him in for criticism.   

Objectivity is another important issue.  It can be very difficult for
people, whether Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist or other, to be
objective about religious beliefs they were taught from infancy.  Not only
is it difficult to be totally objective about our own beliefs, it is difficult

for us to understand how someone else feels about about religious faith
they have been taught since birth. These are beliefs that effect almost
everything about them, from family ties to social interactions to their
world view – that may even define who they are.  

When he teaches his comparative religion classes, he tries to main-
tain a certain objectivity, but he also makes sure his students understand
what he believes and how that belief  system may effect his worldview.  

“The patience and meekness required for understanding is often
sorely lacking,” he said.  “We need the patience and meekness of  the
Lord Jesus Christ to sit down and talk to people and listen.  To sit down
and ask, 'what is this religion?  What do they believe?  Why do they wear
that?'”  

It is not a bad thing for Christians to read, study, hear and learn
about other people's beliefs; it is a major step toward understanding
them. 

Religion is also a large part of  the history, art, music, and culture of
many places and so it may be difficult or impossible to expunge religious
ideals from the public arena, yet because of  the diversity of  religious
beliefs, it is difficult to impose one religious model on everyone.  People
from both sides of  the argument believe that their way is the only way to
guarantee freedom and there have been abuses at both extremes, with
both atheist and religious dictators.  People from both sides will often
use examples of  such abuses from the opposite end to support arguments
for their case. 

It is an example of  when the meekness and patience are required for
understanding between both sides, and why Paulk believes it is impor-
tant that Christians be exposed to things they may not believe or may not
agree with, to see how our beliefs compare with others and to draw them
into a broader understanding of  things. 

To understand, people must first listen, said Paulk.  Just...listen.

David Paulk
Story cont. from Page 6B
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

A community-wide Thanks-
giving Dinner will be held
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22 

The event is planned at the
Senior Citizens Center on
Harvey Greene Drive on Nov.
22. 

Plates will be made for the
shut-ins at approximately 9:45
a.m. 

The Senior Center will be
open for walk-ins from 11 a.m.-2
p.m. 

“Last year was an awesome
time serving our community,”
Timmy Dyke, planner of  the
Thanksgiving meal, said. “We
hope to have even more volun-
teers and many more folks
served.”

If  there are any questions,
call Timmy Dyke at (850) 464-
8107. 

Thanksgiving
Dinner Set

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

November 8 marked the first anniversary of  the
Pinetta Baptist Church food pantry. 

Run by Pam Sexton and Edna McCormick, with help
from Pam’s husband, Billy Sexton, in a year, the pantry has
gone from serving four or five families a month, to serving
30 families a month.

“It’s been a wonderful, wonderful blessing,” Pam said.
“We get new people every time we’re open.”

The pantry is basically a self-serve pantry, where peo-
ple can come in and choose any items they want. 

“The only requirement is that they must have a Pinetta
zip code,” Pam said. 

The food pantry is open the second and fourth Tuesday
of  each month from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Individuals seeking help must supply a photo ID and
proof  of  address, such as an old utility bill, and must live
in the 32350 zip code. Also, interested candidates must be 18
years of  age or older.

For those wishing to donate items to the food pantry,
items such as canned goods, tuna, elbow macaroni, Jello,

sugar, flour, pop tarts, cereal, juices, hamburger helper and
more are gladly accepted as well as monetary gifts. Their
mission is to do Christ’s work by helping relieve hunger
among the residents of  Pinetta. And through the countless
hours these hardworking volunteers have give of  them-
selves, it makes their mission possible.

Pinetta Baptist Food Pantry
Celebrates First Year
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Midway Church of  God
honored its veterans during
the Sunday morning serv-
ice on Veterans Day, Nov. 11. 

Special recognition is
given to a member of  the
military each year. This
year, Roy Phillips was hon-
ored with a certificate for
his years of  service from
1965-1972 as a member of
the United States Army and
Army Reserves. 

Other veterans recog-
nized included Pastor Retis
Flowers, United States
Marine Corps; Wayne
Johnson, United States
Marine Corps; Danny
Blount, United States Navy;
Turner Phillips, United
States Army; and Bobby
Bembry, United States Air
Force and United States
Army. 

Midway Church Of God Honors Veterans 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 11, 2012

Veterans honored during the service at Midway Church of God were, from left to right: Bobby Bembry, U.S. Air Force and
U.S. Army; Turner Phillips, U.S. Army; Roy Phillips, U.S. Army; Danny Blount, U.S. Navy; Wayne Johnson, U.S. Marine Corps;
and Pastor Retis Flowers, U.S. Marine Corps.     More Photos on Page 11B
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Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, November 11, 2012
Roy Phillips is pictured with some of his family following the special

morning worship service. Front row, left to right: Roy!s wife, Bertha Jean
Phillips; his grandson, Levi Phillips; and Roy Phillips. Back row, left to right:
Roy!s daughter-in-law, Amanda Phillips; his son, Chad Phillips; and his son,
Cary Phillips. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Jacob Bembry, November 11, 2012

Roy Phillips, left,
received special recog-
nition as a veteran dur-
ing the Veterans Day
morning worship serv-
ice at Midway Church
of God. Pastor Retis
Flowers presents him
with a certificate. 

Midway Honors Veterans
photos continued
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