


As gas prices recede, energy be-
comes slightly less of  a concern for
the American people.  That’s both
good and bad.  It’s good that we can
keep more of  the money we earn –
fuel now costs about 10 percent less
than it did a month ago.  It’s bad in
the sense that we really haven’t ad-
dressed the problem and solved it.

The president did a lot of  talking
about energy prices a month ago; not
so much today.  He said that his ad-
ministration had “an all-of-the-above
energy policy.”  If  by that, he meant
that our approach was one of  helter-
skelter or schizophrenic, I would
agree.  From my viewpoint, we
haven’t had a comprehensive energy
policy since the Department of  Ener-
gy was created by Jimmy Carter
more than three decades ago.  In-
stead, we frit from fad to fad.  The re-
sult is that we’re being jerked around
and going nowhere in the process.

When speaking of  policy, the em-
phasis is on a long-term solution as
opposed to a short-term fix.  An ex-
ample of  a short-term fix would be to
release stored fuel from Louisiana’s
Strategic Petroleum Reserve.  This
might have a short-term effect on fuel
prices but wouldn’t solve any under-
lying problem.  Instead, an example
of  a long-term policy decision would
be to open Alaska’s ANWR to oil and
gas exploration or increase the mar-
gin required for speculators to bet on
future oil prices.   

The president’s long-term energy
policy has been to throw money in a
haphazard fashion at the alternative
energy industry, namely wind and so-
lar.  This is a fool’s errand and has re-
sulted in wasting billions of
taxpayer’s dollars on bankrupt theo-
ries and companies like Solyndra.
The problem with these alternative
energy fantasies is they aren’t sup-
ported by science.  The stored energy
from sun striking the earth and
winds whistling through western
canyons simply isn’t concentrated
enough to be economically viable
when compared to proven, concen-
trated forms of  energy like hydrocar-
bons and nuclear fuel.

What is the comparative price for
production for a megawatt of  electri-
cal power?  A recent Electric Power
Research Institute study over the
next ten years identifies the cost of
natural gas powered electricity to be
$49-79; on shore wind $75-138; and
photo vocalic solar $242-455.  It’s no
wonder that alternative energy com-
panies are sinking faster than the Ti-
tanic – they simply aren’t competitive
because the inherent power isn’t suf-
ficiently concentrated.

Now Obama’s answer to making
alternative energy more economical-
ly competitive is to drive up the price
of  traditional energy, and he’s been

moderately successful
in doing that.  Today,
the price of  gasoline
and diesel is nearly
double what it was
when the president
took office.  That’s a
hidden tax on the
American people that

he can use to support failed wind and
solar companies.   

Obama and his three-stooge min-
ions, namely cabinet secretaries
Stephen Chu (Energy), Ken Salazar
(Interior) and Lisa Jackson (Environ-
mental Protection Agency), have a
long history of  not only denying tra-
ditional energy companies an oppor-
tunity to look for new sources, but
also demonizing their industry.  Most
recently, Region VI (of  hydrocarbon-
rich Texas, Oklahoma, and
Louisiana) EPA administrator Al Ar-
mendariz used the metaphor of  cru-
cifying energy companies like
Romans did to quell domestic strife.
Now Armendariz has been forced to
resign, but his ideas are standard
practice in EPA.

This assemblage of  ideologues
are not only clueless about real ener-
gy, they’re dangerous.  They live in an
economic cocoon that is devoid of  re-
alism.  Steven Chu doesn’t even own a
vehicle.  Many of  the liberal urban-
ites that he represents are transport-
ed by public transportation.  High
fuel prices have very little day-to-day
effect on them – they could care less.

The fact that diesel is the fuel of
industry – farms, truckers, construc-
tion, etc. – is unknown to the intellec-
tual elites that represent this
Administration.  How important is
this?  A well respected logger who op-
erates dozens of  pieces of  heavy
equipment told me recently that his
fuel cost has risen from 12 percent of
gross to 32 percent under this presi-
dent.  How long can my friend and
others like him afford to stay in busi-
ness? 

The president touts that we’re
running out of  fuel (“We use 20 per-
cent of  the world’s energy but have
only 2 percent of  the world’s proven
reserves.”), but he’s cherry-picking
his numbers to make a false argu-
ment.  According to John Merline of
Investor’s Business Daily, we have
trillions of  barrels of  oil and gas in
Wyoming, Utah, Alaska, and off-shore
to last for several more centuries.
Obama ignores this in his argument. 

High energy prices are putting a
drag on our stumbling economy.  The
answer to more energy, more jobs and
a healthy economy is not that difficult
– build the Keystone Pipeline to bring
Canadian oil to the Gulf  Coast re-
fineries; open ANWR to exploration;
increase the oil and gas permits on
federal lands and offshore; increase
margin requirements for speculators.
You know — believe in America in-
stead of  trusting the likes of  unreli-
able enemies like Hugo Chavez and
the Iranian mullahs.

Obama and his supporters like
Bill Nelson will oppose these efforts
at every turn.  Instead, they’ll demo-
nize the energy industry, block any
new permits, and throw away billions
on alternative energy rat-holes.  How
stupid!  How dumb are we to fall for
their wild ideas and political high
jinks?
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Red, White & True Mysteries

A number of  important inven-
tions were inspired during wartime.
These include: Frozen concentrate or-
ange juice, the first electronic digital
computer (which was the forerunner
to modern computers), penicillin, the
JEEP, the first ambulance system in
the United States and the Internet.
Even a brand new alphabet came
about as a result of  war.

Our story begins in 1812 in Paris,
when an accident in his father’s
leather shop caused three-year-old
Louis to go blind. Louis’ injury was
originally thought to not be very seri-
ous, but then the injured eye became
infected and the infection spread to
his other eye. Before long, Louis was
blind. 

At age ten, Louis went to a school
for the blind in Paris. He was not sat-
isfied with the books that the school
had for the blind students, though, as
they consisted of  raised lettering like
that used in the Braille alphabet, but
they literally spelled out every letter. 

If  a sighted person had to read one
letter at a time with his eyes, it would
take a long time to read anything, so
you can imagine how long it would
take a blind person to “read” one letter
at a time with his fingers. Louis knew
there must be a way to improve upon
this alphabet. 

This one’s no great mystery – the
hero of  the story is Louis Braille, the
inventor of  the Braille alphabet. What
you might now know, however, is the
story of  how he developed the Braille
alphabet. 

There were at least twenty types of
embossed alphabets available at the
time in the early 1800’s. The problem
was that they were all developed by
people with normal vision but used by
the blind. Predictably, they were inef-
fective.  

Louis’ first inspiration was proba-
bly his school’s library books – or ac-
tually the lack of  library books – for
the blind. After reading all fourteen of
them, he knew there must be a way to
increase the number of  books written
for the blind.

In 1819, a French army officer
named Charles Barbier created the

forerunner of  the Braille alphabet. He
used his twelve-dot system of  raised
lettering, called “night writing,” to
send messages to his soldiers at night. 

Barbier’s night writing system of
raised dots and dashes was similar to
Morse code, although Morse code
wouldn’t be invented for another 25
years. They used this alphabet so they
could understand the messages with-
out having to light a match, since a lit
match would reveal their location to
the enemy. 

Louis Braille set out to improve
upon Barbier’s system. By 1824, the 15-
year-old had created the six-dot system
of  raised lettering that’s used today. It
was an immediate hit with the other
students at his school, even though it
was initially rejected by the school’s
teachers. Louis Braille later became a
teacher at this school – the same
school for the blind that he attended as
a student. 

When he died in 1852, it looked
like the Braille alphabet would die
with him, but a group of  four blind
men who founded the Royal National
Institute of  the Blind kept his alpha-
bet alive. The Institute is now the
largest publisher of  Braille in Europe. 

Where did Louis Braille come up
with the idea of  “printing” the dots in
his new alphabet – the one that bears
his name? 

The injury that caused Louis to go
blind at age three occurred when he
slipped in his father’s leather shop and
was poked in the eye by an awl. An awl
is a tool with a very sharp point at the
end of  it, and it is used to punch holes
in leather. When he developed his
Braille alphabet, he used an awl to
poke the paper from underneath in or-
der to create Braille dots above the pa-
per. 

Louis Braille used the object that
caused him to go blind to create a
whole new alphabet, enabling other
blind people to read. 

# # #

Paul Niemann can be reached at
niemann7@aol.com

© Paul Niemann 2011

Three-Year-Old Boy’s Injury Leads
To Creation Of  New Alphabet

Letter To The Editor
I live in Gate City, Virginia in a

rural area.  The county has no animal
shelter, and animals are constantly
dumped in various areas of  the coun-
ty, with our river area being one of
those.  As a result, we have been doing
animal rescue for thirteen years —
dogs and cats.  We have taken care of
the animals as best we can, feeding,
housing, and making sure they see a
local vet, and  giving them the love
they need.  Some had been severely
abused.

A couple of  years ago, due to
several problems,  we knew we were
going to have to scale back our res-
cue efforts.  Most of  the
animals were at least ten to thirteen
years old and not adoptable.  We did
not want to euthanize our cats who
had become family. 

A friend of  ours in Gainesville,
Florida told us about Caboodle Ranch
and Craig Grant, the owner and opera-
tor of  the ranch. Our friend took a
cat to the ranch and was impressed
with the ranch and the healthy state of
the animals.   We communicated with
Nannette Entrekin, one of  Craig’s
longtime volunteers.  She helped us,
and, eventually, we planned for 35 cats
to be transported to the ranch.  Ulti-
mately, 27 were transported.  All cats
had to be spayed, neutered, and given
proper innoculations prior to being
transported. 

Nannette sent e-mail updates re-
garding our animals and sent pictures

as well so that we could see how well
and happy the cats were. That was a
kind thing to do and helped to ease the
loss we felt.

When we recently heard of  the
lawsuits brought against Nannette
and Craig and the Ranch, we were dev-
astated.  We still don’t understand why
anyone, anywhere - individuals or or-
ganizations, would do such a thing to
people who have done nothing wrong
and have provided a place for animals
who otherwise would have no place to
live out their lives.  The people at the
ranch have to be gentle souls, other-
wise they would not be there.

It is unconscionable and frighten-
ing that such a thing could happen. If
it could happen to them, it could hap-
pen to anyone. 

We have a monetary, emotional
and animal investment in the ranch.
Had it not been for Caboodle, Craig,
Nannette, and others we do not know
by name, our animals and we would
have had no hope. Our experience has
been repeated many times over with
other people in a similar position.

We hope that people in Madison
and Lee will speak up in support of
Craig and the Ranch.   

We hope, as should be done, that
the cats are returned to the ranch
where they belong to roam free.

Sincerely,

Faith Dowdy Armstrong
Gate City, Virginia

Woman Hopes That Cats Are 
Returned To Caboodle Ranch
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“Governor Scott
made a thoughtful deci-
sion in signing House
Bill 1403, and the Florida
High School Athletic As-
sociation will do all we
can to help implement
this new law for the ben-
efit of  student-athletes
across our state.

“This legislation
grew out of  sincere and
valid concerns about
some specific issues re-
garding high school ath-
letics in Florida, and we
intend to address those
concerns in a meaning-
ful way. We recognize
that the bill was well-in-
tentioned, and its spon-
sors truly had the best
interests of  Florida stu-
dent-athletes, parents
and schools at heart.

“At FHSAA, we have
always been and will
continued to be diligent
in seeking to improve
and strengthen our poli-
cies, procedures and pro-
grams for our
student-athletes. We
want to ensure fair and
equitable opportunities
for the hundreds of
thousands of  young men
and women who partici-
pate in our high school
athletics every year.
With that in mind, and
with meaningful lessons
learned over the past
few months, we will im-
plement the new re-

quirements of  the legis-
lation with dedication
and commitment. We
can benefit greatly from
the perspectives of  bill
sponsors Representative
Kelli Stargel and Sena-
tor Stephen Wise, and
we intend to embrace
and implement their
ideas and those of  their
leadership and col-
leagues as quickly as
possible.

“Over the course of
the legislative delibera-
tions regarding the fu-
ture of  FHSAA, we
learned some valuable
lessons about both the

reality and the percep-
tion of  what we do and
how we do it. We are
grateful to the bill’s
sponsors and supporters
for highlighting areas of
genuine concern, and
we intend to be respon-
sive to those concerns.
We will always be vigi-
lant in our continuing
efforts to provide the
best possible high
school athletic experi-
ence for boys and girls
throughout our state –
because we are not just
training better athletes,
we are developing better
citizens.”

The Board of  Direc-
tors of  the Florida High
School Athletic Associa-
tion this week took ac-
tion on several matters,
including new rules de-
signed to improve the
safety of  student-ath-
letes regarding concus-
sions and heat-related
illness.  Other rule
changes affect girls’ soft-
ball, flag football and vol-
leyball. In addition, the
Board directed the Sun-
shine Independent Ath-
letic Association to
amend its pending appli-
cation for affiliate mem-
bership in the National
Federation of  State High
School Associations, in
order to correct deficien-
cies so it may meet state
and national require-
ments. The Board also
denied the application of
the Panhandle Christian
Conference for affiliate
members in the national
federation

The Board adopted a
new concussion and
heat-related illness form
to comply with the provi-
sions of  new legislation
adopted to protect the
boys and girls who par-
ticipate in FHSAA-sanc-
tioned activities. The
agenda items considered
by the Board, including
the safety-related items
and sports rules
changes, can be viewed
a t
http://www.fhsaa.org/n
ode/8211.

“Coaches, adminis-
trators and policy mak-
ers have grown
increasingly aware of
the long-term risks

posed by concussions
and heat-related illness-
es, and FHSAA will do
its part to ensure that
our student-athletes are
protected as much as
possible,” said FHSAA
Executive Director Dr.
Roger Dearing.

As the Board consid-
ered two organizations’
requests to be affiliated
with the National Feder-
ation of  State High
School Associations,
Dearing advised mem-
bers to weigh the appli-
cations under the
standards of  House Bill
1403, which Governor
Scott signed last week
but has not yet taken ef-
fect.

In addition, the
Board encouraged the
Sunshine Independent
Athletic Association to
modify its application to
better conform with re-
quirements of  the nation-
al federation and state
law. The Board said it will
continue consideration of
the matter after express-
ing concerns that defi-
ciencies with the
submitted SIAA applica-
tion would likely have re-
sulted in denial by the
national federation. FH-
SAA staff  offered to work
with SIAA to clarify lan-
guage regarding various
issues including student
eligibility, academic re-
quirements, financial as-
sistance, enrollment and
attendance, and years of
participation. SIAA was
invited to return to the
Board for approval as ear-
ly as June if  it has fin-
ished revising its

application.
“We appreciate

SIAA’s desire to be affiliat-
ed with the National Fed-
eration of  State High
School Associations and
look forward to the day
when student-athletes at
SIAA schools can become
a part of  the larger family
of  high school athletes,”
Dearing said. “However,
the application SIAA sub-
mitted to us still needs
some work, and we look
forward to assisting
SIAA in developing a
clear and complete appli-
cation that will ensure
that it meets all the re-
quirements of  the na-
tional federation and
state law.”

The Board also
turned down the request
of  the Panhandle Christ-
ian Conference because
the organization did not
provide sufficient infor-
mation in its applica-
tion. The Board did not
believe the seven pages
of  Constitution and By-
laws presented by the
conference were suffi-
ciently comprehensive
to effectively guide activ-
ities, and representa-
tives of  the conference
were not on hand to an-
swer any questions per-
taining to the
Constitution.
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was traveling northbound on the Waukeenah High-
way. 

The front of  the Ford F 150 pickup traveled into
the path of  Bellavigna’s 2000 Suzuki motorcycle,
striking its front. 

Bellavigna was taken to Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital with serious injuries. 

Key was not injured in the wreck.
The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office and Jef-

ferson County EMS assisted FHP at the scene.                                                              

The Ford pickup spun counterclockwise, com-
ing to a final rest in the intersection of  the south
shoulder facing northwest. 

The Equinox came to a final rest on the south
shoulder, facing southeast. 

Diaz and her passenger, Megan Thigpen, 18, of
Lee sustained minor injuries in the accident. 

Jane McClung was seriously injured in the
wreck. Her husband, Joseph Ottis McClung, 79, and
granddaughter, Sara Emily Taylor, 12, both of  Lee,
suffered minor injuries. 

FHP was assisted by the Madison County Sher-
iff ’s Office. 

FHP Trooper M.Z. Gray was the investigating of-
ficer.  

Greenville Resident
cont from Page 1A

Five Injured
cont from Page 1A

FHSAA Board Adopts
New Safety Rules 

FHSAA Director Makes
Statement On 

House Bill 1403
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Correction
In an advertisement in the Friday, May 11,

2012, Health section in the Madison Enterprise-

Recorder, Amy Shelley was identified twice. The

name after hers should have been April Williams.

We regret the error.

Douglas Blane
Dulin, age 67, died Satur-
day, May 12, 2012 at Lake
City VA Hospice.

Graveside funeral
services were held at 11
a.m. Tuesday, at Oak
Ridge Cemetery. Visita-
tion was Monday from 5
– 7 p.m. at Beggs Funeral
Home.

He was a former
farmer, butcher, and Sol-
dier. He was a Army Vet-
eran of  Vietnam and
Desert Storm.  He was a
member of  the Macedo-
nia Baptist Church in
Crofton, Ky.

Survivors include
his son, Richard Dulin,
Grant Park, Ill.; daugh-
ters, Cheryl Newberry,
Wendy Conner, Mo-
mence, IL, Kimberly
Oglesby (Mark), of  Mon-
ticello; Crystal Bochnia
(Keith ), Madison; 13
grandchildren; brothers,
Irvin and Bob Dulin,
Crofton, Ky., and sister,
Polly Knight and Nanny
Cansler, Crofton, Ky.) He
was preceded in death by
his daughter, Bobbie
Dulin, and brothers,
Dink and Jay Dulin.

Donations may be
made to Lake City VA
Medical Center, 619 SW
Marion Ave., Lake City,
Florida 32025. 

Beggs Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrange-
ments, 850-973-2258.

Obituaries
Douglas
Blane
Dulin

Thomas Pinkard,
age 86, died Sunday,
May 13, 2012 at Haven
Hospice Care, Lake
City.

Funeral services
will be 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, May 17, 2012, at
Beggs Funeral Home
Madison Chapel with
burial at Oak Ridge
Cemetery. Visitation
will be from 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 16,
2012 at Beggs Funeral
Home.

He lived in Madi-
son all of  his life and
retired from Tri-Coun-
ty Electric Coopera-
tive. He was a member
of  Mt. Olive Baptist
Church.  

He is survived by
one son, John Pinkard
(Susan) of  Madison;
one daughter, Char-
lotte Cannon of  Live
Oak; three brothers,
Owen Pinkard of
Dothan, Ala., Raymond
Pinkard of  Mobile,
Ala., and Alfred
Pinkard of  Madison;
two sisters, Jean Bell
and Kathleen Kinsey,
both of  Madison; seven
grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his wife,
Marie Pinkard.

Beggs Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrange-
ments. 850-973-2258.

Thomas
Pinkard

Tiffany Waters Bain of Kaufman, Tx,
and Michelle Welch Wilson, of Lithia

Springs, Ga, have the honour to 
announce the engagement and 

approaching marriage of their parents,
Elizabeth Bray Waters Davis of Live
Oak, Fl, to Dwain Eugene Welch of
Lee, Fl. The wedding will be on 

Saturday, June 9, 2012, 6 p.m., at Lee
First Baptist Church, Lee, Fl. No 

invitations are being sent locally, but
all family and friends are invited to 
attend. Reception will follow in the 
I. T. Carter Center at the church.

Madison Academy Seventh Graders
Visit Kennedy Space Center.  Here is
Mrs. Leigh Ann Browning (teacher),
the seventh grade class, and astronaut
Wendy Lawrence. See story on Page
14A
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Fish Day
Now Is The Time For Stocking

• 3-5” Channel Catfish $35 per 100
• 6-8” Channel Catfish $55 per 100
• Bluegill (Coppernose & Hybrid)  •  Readear  •  Koi
• Largemouth Bass • Black Crappie (If Avail.)
• 8-11” Grass Carp • Fathead Minnows

We will service you at:
Farmers Supply in Valdosta, GA

Wed., May 23    From: 4-5 PM
To Pre-order, Call:

Arkansas Pondstockers 1-800-843-4748
Walk Ups Welcome

SEXTON’S TREE SERVICE, LLC
170 N. E. Epazote St., Pinetta, FL 32350

850-929-4441 850-673-7547 850-673-9412
BILLY SEXTON

LICENSED - INSURED - DEPENDABLE

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

They gathered from Wakulla, Live Oak, Monticello, Perry, Steinhatchee and
Tallahassee for the annual District III Garden Club meeting, hosted by the mem-
bers of  the Madison Garden Club.  For the final meeting of  the year before the sum-
mer break, they looked like flowers themselves, dressed in their finest and sporting
hats of  every description, from Thelma DeHart’s elegant white lace Victorian style
to Jean Fiori’s chic, hot pink fedora trimmed with a black hatband and white
flower.  At the front table, overlooking the colorful sea of  hats and flowers, Madison
Garden Club President Martha Beggs sat with the District III Officers: District III
Director Kathy Carmichael, Assistant Director Jana Walling, Secretary Sharon
Montgomery, Treasurer Helen Purvis and Parliamentarian Judy Nowlin.  

Dolly Ballard, past president of  the Madison Garden Club and Madison’s cur-
rent Citizen of  the Year and lead volunteer for the Youth Garden Club at Pinetta El-
ementary, spoke in greater detail about the benefits of  reaching out to children at a
young age and awakening their interest in the future of  Florida’s environment;
also, because the Youth Garden Club was incorporated with 4H, it allowed the chil-
dren to submit their projects to county and state competitions.  At last year’s North
Florida Fair, 79 students entered projects and almost all of  them brought back rib-
bons.

“All you have to do is encourage the kids and they will make you proud,” she
said.  “When kids get involved in 4H, they become leaders…and I think they really
shine.”

It was as much a celebration as a meeting for Florida’s District III, and what
they were celebrating became clear when it was time
for each club president to give a brief  summary of  what
their individual clubs had accomplished the previous
year.

Jeannie Broadhead talked about the Wakulla Gar-
den Club’s gardens for Pre-K through second grade,
planting wildflowers and eliminating invasive species
along sections of  the main rural highway, and working
with a Habitat For Humanity family, helping them es-
tablish a raised-bed vegetable garden.

Jean Chelseman spoke of  the Live Oak Club’s ac-
quisition of  Heritage Parkand the drive to get the city
and county to help them secure grant money; once it is
cleaned up and, the citizens of  Live Oak will have a
wonderful place to hold sporting events, community
events, family gatherings, art shows and more.

Martha Beggs told the gathered members about a
number of  projects the Madison Garden Club had un-
dertaken, including the Pinetta Youth Gardeners’ Club
and several scholarships to Cherry Lake and other area
camps.

Anne Mara listed the Monticello Garden Club’s
work helping out with the Downtown Halloween Fest
and donations to the Jefferson County Senior Center
and the Humane Society.  The Club also belongs to the
Clean Water Network.

Doris Lepoma described the Perry Club’s wildflower planting, conservation
and recycling projects, including recycling old jewelry as Christmas tree orna-
ments.

Sylvia Word talked about river trips on Steinhatchee’s beautiful river, working
with Toys for Tots and decorating the Senior Center for Christmas.

Finally, Lana Arnold spoke about the Tallahassee Club’s many projects, in-
cluding one to combat invasive plant species in Florida’s environment.

The common theme among many of  the short speeches was concern for their
environment, and desire to restore and beautify public places for their communi-
ties, to pass on their knowledge and passion to the next generation and to have fun
while doing it.

That they love their communities was evident from the things the individual
club presidents touched on as they emerged one by one from the sea of  hats and
flowers to speak with such enthusiasm about their club’s endeavors: the highway
beautifications, the environmental education efforts, the workshops, the donations,
the scholarships, the helping hands, the hours they volunteer, the money they raise
and the funds they donate so their communities will be better places to live…it is
all these projects, and more, that are the hearts and flowers they continually give
back to the communities they love.

Hats And Flowers To Hearts And Flowers:
Madison Garden Club Hosts District III At The May Meeting

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, May 3, 2012

Attendees of the Madison Garden Club District III meeting included District
III officers and presidents of clubs in neighboring counties. Left to right:  Sharon
Montgomery, District III Secretary; Jean Chelseman, President, Live Oak Garden
Club; Martha Beggs, President, Madison Garden Club; Judy Nowlin, District III
Parliamentarian; Kathy Carmichael, District III Director; Anne Mara, President,
Monticello Garden Club; Sylvia Word, President, Steinhatchee Garden Club;
Lana Arnold, President, Tallahassee Garden Club, and Doris Lepoma, Co-Presi-
dent, Perry Garden Club.  Not pictured: Jeannie Broadhead, President, Iris Gar-
den Club of Wakulla; Helen Purvis, District III Treasurer, and Jana Walling,
Assistant District III Director.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Lynette Norris, May 3, 2012

Dolly Ballard, lead
volunteer for the Pinetta
Youth Garden Club at
Pinetta Elementary,
shares her excitement
about it, stressing the
benefits of children
learning “live-off-the-
land” alternatives during
tough economic times.

Alumni from Homestead and South Dade gathered in Madison for their sev-
enth annual reunion. 

Cars and RV’s from all over the southeast pulled into Tommy Guadagno’s
and Renee Carlson’s Ranch on Delphinium Drive for four days of  “honky tonk”
and sock hops, good food and good friends. Shelby’s catered the lunches and sup-
pers which included a fish fry.

Many grouped next to RV’s and around picnic tables to exchange new mem-
ories and reminisce about old ones.

The Seventh Annual Homestead/Madison Reunion
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By Fran Hunt
Special to Greene Publishing, Inc.

With May 14-20 being Police Week, it’s time to re-
member all of  those officers who sacrifice so much for
those residing within the community. 

It’s not hard for city and county residents to see
that the crime rate in both the city and county has sig-
nificantly decreased.  It is through the continuous ef-
forts of  both deputies and police and their willingness
to eagerly work side by side, which ensures residents
their safety and peace throughout the community.

In recognition of  Police Week this week, it war-
rants a closer look at those at the helm of  the two de-
partments, Sheriff  Ben Stewart and Police Chief
Gary Calhoun.  Together they serve as the links that
bind the two halves of  the chain of  justice that serves
as the strength of  Madison County and the City of
Madison. 

Both eagerly credit the efforts of  their personnel
for the continuous success of  those departments.

Throughout the years in their respective law en-
forcement careers, Stewart and Calhoun have contin-
ually been visible and accessible by their
communities.  Calhoun moved to Madison from Mait-
land. They have always been very respected and also
very well loved by those in the community throughout
their careers, as they presently continue to be.

Stewart has made many changes to better his de-
partments in serving the community. Both agree that
any problems of  the county are also those of  the city,
and vice versa.  

On a similar note, Stewart very much enjoys
working side by side with Calhoun and Calhoun feels
the same about working with Stewart.  Together they
serve the community as brothers in law enforcement,
safety and protection.

National Police Week: Honoring Our Law Enforcement Officers

Political Advertisement paid 
for and approved by 

Amy Stewart Kendrick, Democrat,
for Supervisor of Elections

Thank You 
For Your 

Dedication &
Service

Madison Chief Of Police 
GARY T. CALHOUN

As we observe National Law
Enforcement Memorial Week,

Please pray for God’s wisdom and
Protection over the dedicated members

Of our Madison Police Department.

MADISON POLICE DEPT.
973-5077 • Madison, FL 

Maurice Alexander Kevin Anderson Chris Andrews John Deming

Art Deno David Harper Bill Hart Doug Haskell

Mark Joost Keith Kirkland Rich Klein Joey Knight

Mike Maurice Daniel Dukes Kevin Odom Dennis Pitts Epp Richardson

Alan Whigham Jason Whitfield Scott Albritton Bobby Boatwright Tina Demotsis

Josh Harris Randy Jansch Jarrod Lauth

Sharon Shadrick

William Sircy

Sheriff  Ben Stewart and the Madison County Deputies

Andrew Brooks Anthony Land Ben Ebberson Ben Mabry

Chris Cooks David Stevenson Eric Gilbert James Roebuck

Joseph Smith Reggie Alexander Ruth Parks Sabrina Powell

Tammy Fletcher Travis Johnson Willie McGhee

Brandon Marsh

Jeff Rosenberg

Chief  of  Police Gary Calhoun and the City of  Madison Police Department

Gary Calhoun Ben Stewart

Troy Stallings

Odell Livingston

Tracy Dowdy Brad Johnson

Chris O’Brian

David Myers

No Photo
Available
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Why hire a lobbyist?
Chris Doolin, a lobbyist for the Small County

Coalition of  Florida, explains it this way: Be-
cause by the time you find out about the things
they’ve done to you, it’s over. 

Put another way, it’s about clout - the aggre-
gate power that a coalition of  small rural coun-
ties can muster in Tallahassee, where they are up
against the large urban counties.  But clout alone
isn’t enough; a coalition needs someone in the
places of  power, monitoring developments, let-
ting everyone know what is going on, and staying
ahead of  the curve whenever possible. 

“We can’t be there in Tallahassee every day
and watch all those (legislative) bills,” said Coun-
ty Commissioner Roy Ellis, who had arranged for
Doolin to be the guest speaker at the Rotary Club.
“He (Doolin) is there every day, all the time.” 

Another reason for having a lobbyist is mak-
ing sure small counties get everything they are el-
igible for or entitled to under the law.  One
example is sparsity supplement funding for small
school districts, that can provide dollars for need-
ed projects like new school buildings that small
counties couldn’t afford on their own.  

Rural Areas of  Critical Economic Concern
are also eligible for grant waivers and funds for
fiscally constrained counties that help with
things like recycling programs and road mainte-
nance.

Employment, another critical issue for small
counties, illustrates another potential pitfall
small counties face in the state’s budget-balanc-
ing and economic restructuring efforts.  “Jeffer-
son County folks are glad they retained some
extra help or they would have lost that prison,”
said Doolin, referring to a proposal the legisla-
ture recently considered that would have closed
several prisons in small, rural counties, includ-
ing the next-door neighbor Jefferson County –
places where a correctional facility is often the
biggest employer in the region.  These are places,
like Madison, without enough economic means or
diversity for redeveloping the prison property
into other ventures or providing new jobs for dis-
placed workers, who might end up with no place
to go except neighboring counties, like Madison;
even though Madison’s prison was not on the
chopping block, the county could have still felt
the after-effects.

Governor Scott’s pledge to create 700,000 new
jobs with a restructured economy was clear
enough to voters, but sometimes, said Doolin,
“They (state officials) don’t understand the im-
portance of  ‘until we see new jobs coming in,
don’t take away the jobs that are already
here’…every time we get a chance, we ask where
those 700,000 jobs are going to go.  We get ‘em
when we can.  We set goals of  ‘send five percent of

those jobs to the small counties.’”
When a county has few resources, protecting

the ones it does have assumes higher importance.
Protecting the Suwannee River Basin’s water sup-
ply is critical, especially when there is a water
management system in place allowing JEA, the
Jacksonville utility system, to increase its water
consumption, even though that area has the high-
est percentage of  unreclaimed water in the state.

“Imagine a giant straw running from Jack-
sonville to the Suwannee River Basin,” said
Doolin.  “When the system is not responding to
your need, when the system is not protecting you,
you need additional attention.  Water, water, wa-
ter, that’s what you’ve got.  We need to protect it.
We need to be in the game.  We need to make sure
we have to capacity to be in the game.”

The health care access gap is another issue
for small counties.  Although with the hospital,
Madison is luckier than most, rural north Florida
in general lacks health care access except
through county health departments and their pri-
mary care functions.  Current proposals to decen-
tralize county health departments and eliminate
primary care from their purview would widen
that gap considerably.  Also, if  the state decides to

replace current county health care funding with
block grants, small counties need to make sure
the criteria isn’t population.  “We need to work
out the details for the basis of  those grants. We’ll
get killed in per capita block grants.”

The sometimes unpredictable nature of  a gu-
bernatorial veto pen is another reason small
counties need someone in their corner.  This ses-
sion, Governor Scott has vetoed funding for the
Panhandle Area Education Consortium, a group
that looked out for the interest of  small rural
school districts in the region, as well as slashing
funding for library co-ops between small coun-
ties, while many special interest projects re-
mained untouched.  Usually a veto list “has some
sort of  ideological consistency to it,” Doolin ex-
plained, “but this year’s list is kinda hard to fig-
ure out.”  In the face of  the unpredictable, a
lobbyist and a coalition need to be able to adapt
and mitigate the effects.

Finally, small counties need a lobbyist be-
cause unless everybody else drops their lobbyist
too, small counties would be left at a considerable
disadvantage.  In his role as a small county advo-
cate at the state level, he summed up his efforts:
“I want to return far more to the client (the Small
County Coalition) than they would normally re-
ceive.” 
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The 4-H County Council youth will be do-
ing a car wash fundraiser on May 26 from 9
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Madison Community Bank.
They are selling advanced tickets and taking
drive-ups the day of  the event; both are $5 or a
donation.  

The advanced tickets can be purchased at
the Extension Office or from one of  the Coun-
cil members.  

These youth are Senior 4-Hers (14-18 yrs
old) and are raising money to be able to attend
the summer leadership/citizenship confer-
ences held at UF (4-H Congress) and FSU (4-H
Legislature).  

4-H County
Youth 

Holding 
Car Wash

Small County Coalition Lobbyist Addresses Rotary

Greene Publishing Inc., Photo by Lynette Norris, April 18, 2012

Chris Doolin, lobbyist for the Florida Small
County Coalition, talks about some of the things that
go on in Tallahassee and how they effect Madison
County.



By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

North Florida Community College students in Rose Knox’s English 1102
composition course were given a behind the scenes tour of  Madison County and
informed on how Madison functioned in the antebellum South. This tour came
after the writing students read and analyzed the work, “A Rose for Emily” by
William Faulkner.

While reading the story the students learned that the work is filled with
metaphorical meaning. A few examples include that the house in the story is
symbolic of  the antebellum South. Emily, the woman in the home, is also sym-
bolic of  the antebellum South. Faulkner’s moral message in “A Rose for Emily”
reveals that people need not get “stuck” in time.

Before students read the work, they were able to hear songs that tell about
the ideologies and philosophies of  both the North and the South. They also
learn what life was like in camps on the battlefields during the war. Knox also
allowed the students to view artistic renderings and archival photographic im-
ages of  the price paid for war. Students also learned how people were emanci-
pated from slavery.

After learning and seeing all of  these historic facts and mementos, students
were taken on a tour. The tour was given to remind them that Madison is a very
historic place filled with many different historically relevant locations, build-
ings and stories.

Some of  the iconic locations in the tour include the American Civil War
soldiers that are buried in the Oak Ridge Cemetery. According to Knox, who led
the tour, “These men were mortally wounded and were transported to Madison
via train in February of  1964, after they had been wounded at the Battle of
Ocean Pond, otherwise known as the Battle of  Olustee. Oral stories passed
down reveal that the men died in the Wardlaw-Smith-Goza mansion (a
makeshift hospital), and the women of  the town tore the curtains from the win-
dows to make bandages for bloody wounds. The soldiers were later interred in
the nearby cemetery.” While in the cemetery, students also visited pioneer and
other notable graves.

While there, Knox read to the students Stephen Cranes’ poem, War is Kind.
“As they hear the poem, they are standing over the graves of  the soldiers. One
verse of  the poem reads, ‘. . . These men were born to drill and die, Point for
them the virtue of  slaughter, Make plain to them the excellence of  killing, And
a field where a thousand corpses lie. . . Do not weep. War is kind!’ I also remind
students that the men [who died in war] were young, about my student’s ages,”
said Knox. “I point out that many ironies surround the ideologies of  the Amer-
ican Civil War. These men were more alike than different. They loved the same
land. They spoke the same language. They believed in the same Constitution.
The worshiped the same God.”

Students then go to town to see the Confederate monument and the Slave
monument. After that, they traveled to the Treasures of  Madison Museum. Jim
Sale was a volunteer that day, and he stood ready to answer questions. All stu-
dents signed the guest book while there. “Most of  the students had no idea that
Madison had a museum. Many were interested in bring family and friends to
tour it,” Knox stated.

The last stop was the Wardlaw – Smith- Goza mansion. Knox shared, “I
played ‘Old Folks at Home’ on my harmonica and read to them a story I am writ-
ing, titled, ‘If  Walls Could Talk.’” Here is a brief  excerpt, “What if  inanimate
objects could speak? What if  antiquated walls, thresholds, or balconies could
echo reverberations from an antebellum past? The stories that emanate from
Whitehall mansion, constructed in 1860, might uncover fantastic Gothic in-
trigue of  a Southern agrarian era. . . What legendary woes marched past these
walls? The tales might see as familiar as tales from William Faulkner’s works,

as the dwelling unfolds a history of  opulence, decline, decay, and finally revival.
If  walls could talk, what might we learn about the paradox of  the South’s phi-
losophy, devotion, passions, decimation, and reconstruction? Whitehall
watched privation and hardship march past her through their very heart pine
walls. She has a southern story to tell. Are you listening?”

Knox’s article is a work in progress and will include an interview she con-
ducted last June with the Smith children, Peggy, Zet, and Jim. She plans to do-
nate the written piece to the North Florida Community College Marshal
Hamilton library for their archival collection.

The story, A Rose for Emily truly reveals how Madison’s history reflects in
theme, many ideas presented in Faulkner’s work. “I encourage them to pick up
Faulkner novels, and to begin a quest of  literary pursuit for similar ideas.”
Knox explained, “As a result of  the lessons, students begin to understand the
historical significance of  their own town, while they connect their own her-
itage to the literature they are reading in a classroom setting.” 
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Madison County Central School
has been attempting to raise money
for a new playground for several years.
The elementary students at MCCS are
using the new playground. This play-
ground would give them a place to play
during recess. Until recently, there
had not been enough funds to begin
construction on the playground.
Thanks to the MCCS PTO and the peo-
ple of  Madison County, that has
changed. 

MCCS has put into place a new
playground that allows about 45 stu-
dents, or two elementary classes, to
play on it at one time. This is improve-
ment, but still leaves the majority of
the children nowhere to play during
recess. In order to continue adding to
the equipment currently in place,
MCCS is accepting box tops for Box
Tops for Education. This is a program
that allows parents, students and
teachers to bring in box tops that are
worth 10 cents each. All of  the funds
raised from the donated box tops are
given to the school to be spent howev-
er they see fit.

In order to build what they have so
far, MCCS had to raise nearly $8000.
That money was raised over the
course of  several years and much of
the money raised was thanks to John-
son and Johnson and the Junior Aux-
iliary. The Central School PTO would
like to thank everyone who donated
funds to the playground. They would
also like to offer a special thanks to
Studstill Lumber for giving them a
great deal on the cement and mulch. 

SiLynn Lee, President of  the
MCCS PTO, Crissy Pepera and Debo-
rah Glee have all been working hard to
try and think of  new ways to raise
funds. The new playground is not only
being built to give more children
something fun to do during recess.
The new playground will also help
keep the children healthy and fight

childhood obesity by keeping them ac-
tive.

Building the new playground
wiped out the majority of  the funds
that MCCS had raised so they are ask-
ing for help from the community. The
Lions Club of  Madison is working to
help raise funds for the playground
fund. They are currently selling tick-
ets for a chance to win a pirate ship
play house. They are also donating all
of  the proceeds raised from the 2012
God and County Celebration to be held
on July 4th to the MCCS playground
fund.

Box Tops for Education can be
gathered in many ways. There are sev-
eral different brands that participate
in Box tops for Education. They in-
clude: Betty Crocker, Nestle Juicy
Juice, Totino’s, Pillsbury, Green Giant,
Nature Valley, and many different ce-
real brands.  Box tops can be cut from
the boxes which they are found on.
When you gather your box tops, sim-
ply place them in a ziplock bag until
you collect as many as you wish, then
bring them to the front office at MCCS.
The PTO at MCCS will collect all of
the box tops they can and then send
the box tops to General Mills. General
Mills then send checks back to MCCS
twice a year. 

Anyone interested in donating box
tops can drop them off  by the front of-
fice at MCCS, which will be open all
summer. Anyone can donate box tops
to the school, not just parents or stu-
dents. Anyone interested in purchas-
ing a chance ticket for the pirate ship
playhouse or donating to MCCS
through the God and County Celebra-
tion can contact Jay Lee at (850) 973-
7509. They can also email
madisongodandcountry@yahoo.com or
send donations to PO Box 2, Madison,
Florida 32341 in care of  Lions Club
Fourth of  July Account. Donations
are also being accepted at the Madison
County Community Bank in care of
Lions Club Fourth of  July Account.

MCCS Accepting Box Tops 
For New Playground 

NFCC Students Go On Southern Tour Of Madison

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Cheltsie Kinsley 

Students in Knox’s class were shown the site of the Seminole Indian War
Block House.



(NAPS)—Are you
looking for a simple way
to lead a healthier life?
Skip the fad diets and
trendy health fixes and

focus on drinking
enough water every day.
Several health organiza-
tions recommend drink-
ing eight 8-ounce glasses
a day to help your body
run more efficiently.

When you consider
that your blood is 92 per-
cent water and your
brain and muscles are 75
percent water, it only
makes sense that you
need to stay hydrated.
Here are some reasons
why drinking water will
have you feeling and
looking better, while
also making you healthi-
er.

• Nature’s energy
drink. It’s easy to down
an energy drink or pop
some vitamins when
you’re feeling sluggish.
However, water balances
your electrolytes, con-
trols your blood pres-
sure, cleans the toxins
from your kidneys and
gives you more energy
by helping your blood
maintain a healthy vol-
ume. Proper hydration
also regulates your body
temperature and can
help prevent heat stroke
or hypothermia.

• Improve your
moves with water. If  you
ache more than usual af-
ter a workout, you may
need to up your water in-
take. Water acts as a nat-
ural shock absorber for
your organs and helps
lubricate your joints.
Proper hydration also
improves concentration
and reaction time and

helps you burn more
calories during a work-
out.

• Natural boost for
dieters. It’s common to
mistake thirst for
hunger pangs and to
combat thirst with food
instead of  water. Before
grabbing a snack or an
extra helping, try
drinking water between
meals or a half  hour be-
fore meals. An extra
glass of  water will keep
your cravings in check
while also helping to re-
duce fat deposits in
your body.

• Beauty is more
than skin deep. If  your
skin is feeling dry and
moisturizers aren’t do-
ing the trick, consider
drinking more water.
Water filters through
your other organs first,
reaching the skin last.
So if  your other organs
aren’t hydrated enough,
your skin will pay the
price. Your skin repays
hydration by being
smoother, softer, more
supple and healthier.

• Improving water
in your home. If  you
skip drinking water at
home because you dis-
like the taste, try a wa-
ter filter for
high-quality drinking
water. When looking for
filtration products such
as water softeners, wa-
ter filtration systems
and water purification
systems, you may want
to consult water treat-
ment experts such as

Culligan, a company
that has a long history
of  providing whole-
house water treatment
and softener solutions
for the home. Culligan
has dealerships nation-
wide, and each dealer is
a local expert in his or
her area because water
varies across cities and
regions.

Though water quali-
ty varies across the na-
tion, expert opinions do
not. Several health orga-
nizations—the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, the
Academy of  Nutrition
and Dietetics, the Amer-
ican Heart Association
and the Water Quality
Association—have all
agreed for many years
that eight 8-ounce glass-
es a day are optimal for
your health. 

For more informa-
tion, visit www.culli-
gan.com.

www.greenepublishing.com Wednesday, May 16, 201210A • Madison County Carrier

HEALTH & NUTRITION

A bike safety and rodeo program

Saturday • May 19, 2012
8:30am to 10:30am

SGMC Surgery Center Parking Lot
Remember to bring your bike!

For children ages 5 thru 14
Prizes! • Bike Raffl e • Bike Helmets • Water Bottles • T-shirts*

                                                                                                   (*while supplies last)

CALL 229.333.1074 TO REGISTER 
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Bike Smart 2012Bike Smart 2012
Every cell in your

body is mostly com-
prised of water. That’s
one reason it’s so impor-
tant to drink plenty of it.

Drink Water—To Your Health!

(NAPS)—Homes are the sites of  thousands of
burn injuries to children every year, including
scalds and fire-related injuries. Many of  these inci-
dents could have been easily prevented by following
and implementing some basic safety tips.

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is addressing
this issue by focusing its annual yearlong burn
awareness campaign on teaching children to “Be
Burn Aware,” especially at home. 

“At Shriners Hospitals for Children, preventing
burn injuries and providing burn awareness educa-
tion is an ongoing, yearlong effort,” said Peter Arm-
strong, M.D., chief  medical officer, Shriners
Hospitals for Children. “Our campaign, ‘Be Burn
Aware,’ focuses on teaching children ways to avoid
burn injuries at home.”

The campaign introduces two new child-friend-
ly characters—Boots and Brewster—a caped, cuddly
bear and a googly-eyed teapot. The engaging duo is
featured in activity books designed for children ages
3 to 12, and also a poster. In the materials, the pair
leads children through the various rooms of  a
house, pointing out dangers and how to easily cor-
rect or avoid them.

The new materials are available at no charge in
both English and Spanish at
www.burnawareness.org.

Tips to Keep Children Safe
• Use electrical outlet covers.
• Have an escape plan, in cluding two exits

from each room, in place. Practice using the plan.
Have a designated meeting place at a safe distance
from the home.

• Install an appropriate number of  smoke de-
tectors—one near each bedroom, one at the top of

each stairway and one near the planned escape
route.

• Teach your children that matches are not
toys.

• Store all flammable liquids, chemicals and
cleaners out of  reach of  children or lock the cabinet.

• Replace damaged electrical cords.
• Do not leave lighted candles unattended.
• Always supervise children in the bath.
• The water in a child’s bath should not exceed

104° F. Set your water heater no higher than 120° F.
• Keep all hot items and anything electrical out

of  reach of  children and away from edges of  tables
and counters.

• Keep pot handles turned inward; use oven
mitts or pot holders. Keep clothing from coming into
contact with flames or heating elements.

• Follow instructions and cautions for heating
items in a microwave oven.

• Do not handle hot items while holding young
children.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is a system of
22 hospitals dedicated to improving the lives of  chil-
dren. Four of  the hospitals are focused specifically
on pediatric burn care. Anyone concerned with
keeping children safe can visit www.burnaware-
ness.org for important burn prevention tips and in-
formation on how to order the free materials, in
English or Spanish. 

For more information on Shriners Hospitals for
Children’s pediatric specialty care, visit
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org. Shriners
Hospitals for Children depends on donations to fund
research and other programs. To learn how you can
help, visit www.donate2SHC.org.

Shriners Hospitals For Children 
Encourages Families To “Be Burn Aware”



By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Kelli Garner was the sixth-eighth grade division win-
ner, Savanna Pitts was the fourth-sixth grade winner and
Eli Bull was the Kindergarten-third grade winner in the
2012 Creative Writing Awards contest. The winners were
presented with their plaques during a meeting at the
Madison County School Board on May 4.

The kindergarten first place winner was Aiden Bur-
nett, from Pinetta Elementary School, for his version of
“The Three Little Bears.” Walt Richardson, from Lee Ele-
mentary School, took second place for his short story,
“The Dragon.” Tyler Ferguson, from Greenville Elemen-
tary School, won third place for his story, “Once Upon a
Time.”

Landen Douglas, from Lee Elementary School, won
first place for the first grade with his story, “The Queen’s
Toothache.” Lovely Irvine, from Pinetta Elementary
School, came in second with “I Am Different.” Dylan Agn-
er, from Lee Elementary School, finished in third place
with his story, “I Like Spring.”

In the second grade, Eli Bull, from Madison County
Central School, took first place with his story, “Ninjas and
Knights.” Michael McDonald, from Lee Elementary
School, won second place for his short story, “Fishing.”

Halie Wehtherington, from Pinetta Elementary School,
won third place for “6 Inch Halie.” Morgan Pennington,
from Greenville Elementary School, won fourth place for
“If  I Were President for a Day.” 

The third grade winner was Savanna Pitts, from Lee
Elementary School, for her short story, “Taken.” “Dragi-
no,” a short story by Matthew Gassler, from Madison
County Central School, earned him a second place award.
Simmorra Lott, from Greenville Elementary School, fin-
ished third with her short story, “The Flying Puppy.” Cas-
sidy Evans finished fourth with her short story, “Will the
Candy Land Survive?”

Abi Annett, from Lee Elementary School, won first
place for the fourth grade with her short story, “The Mys-
tery.” Lexie Reyna, from Madison County Central School,
finished in second place with her short story, “Hope.” Jaki-
ra Johnson, from Greenville Elementary School, was the
third place winner with the story, “Fun in the Sun.”
Alexandria Barker, from Pinetta Elementary School, fin-
ished fourth with the short story, “Not So Happy Candy
Land.”

Logan Spindell, from Pinetta Elementary School, fin-
ished first for the fifth grade with his short story, “Lost.”
Alayna Kaiser, from Lee Elementary School, finished sec-
ond with her short story, “Back on the Saddle.” “The Pres-
ident’s Beach,” written by Samonty McIntyre, from
Greenville Elementary School, earned her a third place
award. Luke Robinson, from Madison County Central
School, won a fourth place award for his short story, “Cy-
clops Island.”

“Omega’s Distress,” written by Luke Androski, from
Madison County Central School, won him first place for
the sixth grade. Drew Herring, also from the Central
School, finished second with “The Tooth Fairy is a Theft.”

Sarah Kauffman, from Madison County Central
School, finished first for seventh grade, with “A Trip to Re-
member.” Shera Berman, from Madison County Central
School, was second with “To Save The World.” 

Kelli Garner finished first for the eighth grade with
her story, “A Soldier’s Sacrifice.” Morgan Cherry, from the
Central School, finished second with “It’s Not Worth It,
Someone Cares After All.”

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Aiden Burnett, left,
was the kindergarten first
place winner; Walt
Richardson, center, was
second; and Tyler Fergu-
son was third.
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SCHOOL
Students Win Creative Writing Awards

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

The three big winners of the Creative Writing
contest were, from left to right: Eli Bull (Kinder-
garten-2nd grade), Savanna Pitts (3rd-5th grade) and
Kelli Garner, 6th-8th grade.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Landen Douglas, left, was the first place winner
in the first grade; Lovely Irvine, center, was second;
and Dylan Agner was third. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Eighth grade winners for the Creative Writing
contest were, left to right: Kelli Garner, first place;
and Morgan Cherry, second place.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry,
May 4, 2012

Luke Androski won first place for
the sixth grade. Drew Herring won sec-
ond place.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Third grade Creative Writing contest winners, left to right: Savanna Pitts,
first place; Matthew Gassler, second place; Simorra Lott, third place; and Cas-
sidy Evans, fourth place.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

From left to right: Eli Bull won first place in the second grade; Michael Mc-
Donald finished second; Halie Wetherington finished third; and Morgan Pen-
nington won fourth place. 

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Alayna Kaiser, left, finished second in the
fifth grade. Samonty McIntyre was third place. Logan
Spindell, who finished first, was not at the awards
ceremony.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry,
May 4, 2012

Sarah Kauffman was the first place
winner for the seventh grade and Shera
Berman finished second.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, May 4, 2012

Fourth grade winners from left to right were Abi
Annett, first place; Lexie Reyna, second place; Jaki-
ra Johnson, third place; and Alexandria Barker,
fourth place.



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR

HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 

federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

For Sale: 
House & Lot

In the Town of Suwannee
Price reduced for quick sale
$60,000 net to owner. 2 BR/1
BA. Fully Furnished, New
Metal Roof, and New Paint.
Utility Building with Washer
and Dryer. Nice Fruit Trees.

386-719-0421

rtn, n/c

REAL 
ESTATE 

FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

WANTED

FREE

ACCEPTING
BIDS

YARD SALE

FOR RENT HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Piano lessons are being 
offered for individuals who
are beginners or veteran

players who wish to build or
polish their skills. Lessons

are one-on-one and 
reasonably priced! For more 

information, call 
(850) 464-0114 or 
(850) 973-4622.

6/18, run, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

$15,000. Discounts on 
doublewides. Must go. 

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Money to lend for 
doublewides & singlewides
with or without property.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Cash in a flash for your used
mobile home. Will come
look and make you an offer.
Call Lynn at (386)-365-4774.

10/26, rtn, c

Classifieds ........... Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

12A Madison County Carrier Wednesday May 16, 2012 

To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
5/14/2012 THROUGH 5/20/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
3/3, run, n/c

Mobile home financing
available for everyone. New
and used. Call Mitch and let
M.H.M work for you. 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

6 acres and 28x.80. 4 BR,
fenced & cross fenced.
Country living at its best.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Deadline for 
Classifieds

Every Monday and
Wednesday 

3 p.m.

2 bedroom, 1 bath frame
house fully furnished 

located at the mouth of the 
Suwannee, where the land,
sea and sky meet. Yard has
fruit trees and is fenced. 
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

191312-3285000K-0030.
Has city water, sewer and 

cable available.  
386-719-0421. 
$68,000.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

Cambridge Manor 
Apartments

404 Sumatra Avenue 
Office 102

“A Community Reserved
For Elderly And Disabled”
1+2 bedroom apartments
handicap+non handicap
HUD vouchers accepted
central heat & air, carpet,

electric stoves and 
refrigerators, on site 
manager, laundry
facilities and a 

community room. 
Call (850)-973-3786. TDD
711. Rental Office on site.

Equal housing 
opportunity.

“In accordance with 
federal law and 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

10/5 - rtn ,c

Renovated 2-story,
3BR/2BATH house. 
Excellently located at
205 Shelby Street. Stucco 
Exterior. Convenient 

off-street parking. Free lawn
maintenance. $700.00. Dixie
Properties (850) 656-6340.

12/7 - rtn,c

QUIET SANCTUARY
Small cabin on farm 2 miles
out of town. Includes 
WIFI and Direct TV. 
$350 a month. 

You pay your own electric.
850-673-1117 or 253-1222.

12/23 - rtn, pd

Super, newly furnished 
1BR apartment. Twin beds 
included, washer/dryer.
Owner maintains lawn. 
Great neighborhood. 

Located at 193 Shelby Street. 
Off-street parking. 

$500.00. Dixie Properties 
(850) 656-6340.

6/29 - rtn,c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offering CNA
prep classes. No GED or HS
diploma required if age 18.
Registered nurse instructor. 
Day and evening classes. 

386-362-1065.
5/2 - 5/30, pd

Mobile Homes for Rent
Various sizes

Cherry Lake/Pinetta areas.
Call Jack or Jennifer at
(352)-516-6012.

3/28 - rtn, c

2 BD Trailer For Rent
869-0916. 

2/8 - rtn, c

Wanted
Peacocks, guineas and
turkeys. 1-850-661-6868.

4/18 - rtn, n/c

FOR RENTFOR RENT
Condo at Condo at 

Keaton Beach Keaton Beach 
LandingLanding.

2 BR, 2 1/2 Bath. 
Website: VRBO #345794. 
1-850-971-2811 (Office) 
1-850-838-5660 (Cell) 

hlrbjr@gmail.com
4/18-rtn, c

3 BD 2 BA Mobile Home
on lake. Central Heat and
Air. 1 year lease. No pets. 
$550 rent/$600 deposit.

(850)-929-4333.

1 BD 1 BA on lake. 
1 year lease. No pets. 
$400 rent/$400 deposit.

(850)-929-4333.

5/2 - rtn, c

AMCS is looking for a good
qualified maintenance 

technician with experience in
multifamily industry. Must
have Florida driver’s license
and pass grace hill testing
provided.  Please submit

your resume for 
consideration to madison-
heightsapts@yahoo.com
or mail to 150 SW 
Bumgardener Dr. 
Madison, FL 32340.

5/2 - rtn, c

Farm equipment mechanic.
Applicants should have a
steady employment history
and be mechanically 

experienced. Skill related
salary starting at $600 per
week. Applicants accepted
between 9 - 3 weekdays at
Full Circle Diary. 1479 SE
Winquepin St in Lee, Fl. 

E-mail resumes 
or inquiries to 

kwatts@fullcirclediary.com.
5/2 - rtn, c

Madison County 
Memorial Hospital
Now Hiring:

RN Nurse Manager
RN's FT & As Needed
Medical Lab Technologist
Medical Office Manager

CNA FT & PT
Please contact Human 

Resources
850-973-2271 ext 1906

EOE/DFW.

5/9, 5/16, c

Totally restored  1986
Chevy PU - Silverado
short bed 2WD 96,000

miles. NEW: brakes, R134
AC, 4Bbl Carb, Distrib,
AM/FM/Cass, exhaust &
muffler, interior and paint.
O/H auto xmsn, PB, PS,
PW, Cruise,Tilt Steering,
CB radio, tool box & Linex
type bedliner. Looks &
runs great. $6,800.00 Jim

850 242-8680.

Physics/Mathematics 
Instructor wanted at North
Florida Community College.

See www.nfcc.edu
for details.

5/9 - 5/23, c

Yard Sale Every Friday &
Saturday. 9 a.m. - until.
2135 N.E. Old Blue Springs

Rd. Books, cloths, 
collectables, plants, 4’x4’
fiberglass seafood box 

and more. 

5/11, 5/16, pd

Yard Sale May 18-19
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 1146 NE 
Cattail Dr. Furniture, 
houseware, vintage, 

collectibles, clothes, toys,
picnic, patriotic items, 

much more. 

5/16, pd

Millions of People are 
making money online. With
just a computer and a few
hours a week, you can too!

Join for Free. Go to 
www.ezabc.blogspot.com

850-371-2034.

5/16, 5/23, pd

JOB OPENING
The City of Madison, FL has
the following job opening:
Water Maintenance Laborer

for the City’s Water 
Department.  Apply at the
North Florida WorkForce 
Office at 705 East Base

Street (Harvey’s department
store), Madison, FL 32340 or
at any Workforce office, or

apply online at 
EmployFlorida.com.

5/16, c

LIBRARY MANAGER
GREENVILLE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY, 
GREENVILLE, FL
Suwannee County
is currently seeking 

applicants for the position of 
Library Manager of the 

Greenville Public Library in 
Greenville, FL.  This is a 

permanent full-time position. 
Applications may be 

obtained at the Madison, Lee
or Greenville libraries or at
the Suwannee County
Administrative Services 

Department, 224 Pine Ave.,
Live Oak, FL 32064; 

telephone 386-362-6869.
Applicants are encouraged to
submit resumes, letters of
reference, and other 

biographical information
with their application.  All
applications must be returned
to the Suwannee County
Administrative Services 
Department in Live Oak.
This position is open until
filled.  The Suwannee 
County Board of County
Commissioners is an equal
employment opportunity 
employer that does not 
discriminate against any
qualified employee or 

applicant because of race,
color, national origin, sex,
including pregnancy, age,
disability, or marital status.
Spanish speaking individuals
are encouraged to apply.

“Successful completion of a
drug test is a condition of

employment.”
5/16, c

Looking for PT or PTA.
Great salary and benefits.
Please call Jerry Mercer
Physical Therapy. 
229-249-9600.

5/16, c

Free to good home. 2 orange
tabby 8 week old kittens.

973-4946. 

5/16, pd

Madison Police Department
is accepting bids for Police

Liability Insurance 
Coverage.  Deadline is May
25, 2012. Call 850-973-5077

for details.
5/16, c

Announcements
ADVERTISE YOUR WAY
TO SUCCESS!  Call now to
grow your business. Get 
your classified ad in 119 
newspapers with one order.
Advertising Networks of
Florida--(866)-742.1373.

Auctions
AUCTION *CALL 
CENTER CLOSING* 
Computers, furniture, 
generator +MORE! Bid 
online thru May 15th
www.one-more-time.us.
LIVE Auction May 18th at
10am - 6671 Caroline Street,
Milton, FL; 18%BP online -
10%BP live. Gaddis & 

Associates (850)-227-8280.
1 More Time Auction 
Services (407)-466-2270

www.one-more-time.us. Fritz
Real Estate & Auctions 

Licensed Real Estate Broker
(800)-422-9155 
AU2871-AB2650

ORLANDO AUCTIONS:
No Minimums, No Reserves!
Inventory of Cabinet Manuf.
Facility, May 16. Bankruptcy
& Consignment Auction,
May 19. Ewald Auction &
Realty, AB2473/AU1340.
10%BP. (407)-275-6853.

Financial
Potential to generate $4,000
to $20,000 or more a month
with this activity. No selling.
Experience financial and
time freedom. Call 
(352)-445-1385 

FinancialFreedomWay.info.
Help Wanted

MEDICAL BILLING
TRAINEES NEEDED! Train
to become a Medical Office
Assistant! No Experience
needed! Job Training & 

Local Placement assistance.
HS Diploma/GED & PC/

Internet needed! 
(888)-374-7294.

A Few Pro Drivers Needed
Top Pay & 401K 2 Mos.

CDL Class A Driving Exp
(877)-258-8782 

www.meltontruck.com/drive
NEW TO TRUCKING? Your
new career starts now! 
* $0 Tuition Cost * No 

Credit Check * Great Pay &
Benefits Short employment
commitment required Call

(866)-297-8916 
www.joinCRST.com

Drivers - Refrigerated & Dry
Van Freight. Great Pay!

Quarterly Safety Bonus! Part
and full-time lanes. 

Hometime options. CDL-A,
3 months current OTR 

experience. (800)-414-9569
www.driveknight.com
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Become a
driver for Schneider 

National! Earn $750 per
week! No experience 

needed! CDL & Job Ready
in just 3 weeks! 
(888)-368-1964.

Hiring NON-CDL and CDL
drivers with 1-ton or larger
pickup trucks or semi-
tractors with or without
wedge trailer. Great rates,
flexible schedule, and up to
$5,000 mileage bonus. Call
(866)-764-1601 or log onto
ForemostTransport.com

today.We respect our drivers!

EXPERIENCED OTR
FLATBED DRIVERS earn
50 up to 55 cpm loaded.
$1000 sign on to qualified
drivers. Home most 

weekends. Vets welcome.
Call: (843)-266-3731 / 
bulldoghiway.com EOE

Miscellaneous
ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified.

Call (877)-206-5165
www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)-314-3769.

Misc. Items for Sale
STOP GNAT & MOSQUITO
BITES! Buy Swamp Gator
All Natural Insect Repellant,
Family Safe, Use Head to
Toe. Available at Ace 

Hardware, The Home Depot
& HomeDepot.com

OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers- Class A Flatbed -$-
Home Weekends, Run

Southeast US, Requires 1 Yr
OTR Flatbed experience, &
Pay UP TO .39¢/mile Call
(800)-572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, LLC.

Drivers 100% Owner 
Operator Co. Regional &
Dedicated Home weekly
Class A C.D.L. 1 yr. exp. in
last 3 Call (800)-695-9643.

Real Estate Auctions
NC Mountains- Avery &
Watauga Counties. Online
Only Auction. 345+/- Acres;
6,000+/-sf. Home/Lake

Hickory; 21+/- Acres Beech
Mountain; (2) Tracts Foscoe

(800)-442-7906 
www.RogersAuctionGroup.com.

NCAL#685.

NC Mountains AUCTION,
May 26th. 77 Acres; Main
House; (2) Guest Cottages.

Alleghany/Grayson 
Counties. Selling as one unit.
Gorgeous views; pond;
stream; pastureland. 
(336)-970-1866; 
(336)-789-2926 

www.RogersAuctionGroup.com
NC#685-VA#2.

HEY! WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!
Check us out and

become a fan of our page!

[ Greene Publishing, Inc. ]
It’s never been easier to share your
local news with friends and family!
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All Legals are posted 
on line at 

www.greenepublishing.com
and

www.floridapublicnotices.com

----Legals----
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA CASE NO.: 2008-489-CA

CIVIL DIVISION 
SANDRA D. S. JONES, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

QUEEN DAVIS a/k/a QUEEN E. SMITH, 
IRENE GRAHAM and BETTY GLEE, 

Defendants. 

NOTICE OF PARTITION SALE BY CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned, TIM SANDERS, Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Madison County, Florida will on the 24th day of May,
A.D. 2012, at 11:00 a.m. eastern time at the west front door of the Madison
County Courthouse, Madison County, in the City of Madison, Florida will offer
for sale and sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash, the fol-
lowing described property situated in Madison County, Florida, to-wit: 

A parcel of land in the Southeast Quarter of Northwest Quarter of 
Section 28, Township 1 North, Range 9 East, Madison County, 
Florida, more particularly described as follows: 

Form a concrete monument at the Southeast corner of the Southeast
Quarter of Northwest Quarter of Section 28 run North 00 degrees 
51 minutes 37 seconds East along the forty line 344.05 feet; thence 
South 71  degrees 46 minutes 36 seconds West 201.23  feet to the 
Northeast corner and POINT OF BEGINNING of the herein de
scribed parcel; thence continue South 71 degrees 46 minutes 36 
seconds West 146.28 feet to the East line of Madison Middle 
School; thence South 00 degrees 07 minutes 46 seconds West along
said line 205.21 feet to the North right-of-way line of State Road C-
360A, 40 feet from the center, thereof; thence North 88 degrees 24 
minutes 22 seconds East (base bearing) along said right-of-way line
111.73 feet to P.C. (D.O.T.) P.C. Sta. 182+68.06) of radius of 
745.56 feet; thence Northeasterly along said right-of-way curving to
the left through a central angle of 8 degrees 10 minutes 17 seconds,
an arc distance of 106.33 feet (Chord: North 84 degrees 19 minutes 
13 seconds East 106.24 feet); thence leaving said right-of-way 
curve North 18 degrees 11 minutes 42 seconds West 249.82 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING; containing .094 acres, more or less. 

BEING also described as the “STORE LOT” in the plat of survey 
dated June 3, 1985, by J.D Scruggs, Florida registered land survey
or. 

Pursuant to the Order Directing Partition pursuant to Section 45.031, F.S. en-
tered in a case pending in said Court, the style of which is: 

SANDRA D. S. JONES, Petitioner, 
vs.
QUEEEN DAVIS a/k/a QUEEN E. SMITH, IRENE GRAHAM and BETTY
GLEE, Defendants

And the docket number of which is number 2008-489-CA.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of said Court, this 4th day 
of May, A.D. 2012. 

TIM SANDERS
Clerk of the Court

(Court Seal)

By: Ramona Dickinson
Deputy Clerk

CARY A. HARDEE, II
THE HARDEE LAW FIRM, PL
Post Office Drawer 450
Madison, Florida  32341
Florida Bar No.:  133856
Attorney for Petitioner

5/9, 5/16

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Suwannee River Water Management District

intends to sell certain lands. A description of the lands is as follows: 

50 acres, more or less, in Madison County, Florida, adjacent to and lying West of
the intersection of SE River Road and SE Plantation Street. Part of Property Ap-
praiser Parcel ID #04-2S-11-1592-000-000 and being a part of Section 4, Town-
ship 2 South, Range 11 East, Madison County, Florida and also part of Property
Appraiser Parcel ID #33-1S-11-1583-000-000 and being a part of Section 33,
Township 1 South, Range 11 East, Madison County, Florida. 

A complete description and map of the above described property may be
obtained by contacting the Suwannee River Water Management District at the
address and telephone number set out below. 

The sale of the above lands shall take place not less than 30 days nor
more than 45 days after the first publication of this notice. 

This notice is given to comply with the publication requirements of Sec-
tion 373.089, Florida Statutes. 

This notice shall be published on the following dates: May 16, May 23,
and May 30, 2012. 

Terry E. Demott      
Senior Land Resource Coordinator       
Suwannee River Water Management District       
9225 CR 49       
Live Oak, Florida 32060       
(386) 362-1001

5/16, 5/23, 5/30

5/16, 5/23

5/9, 5/16
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Every other year, Aucilla Christian Academy
takes their seventh and eighth graders on a field
trip to Washington, D.C. This year, the group went
in mid March and spent three nights and four
days in the historic city. 

The group left on March 14. When they ar-
rived, they went to Mt. Vernon, which is George
Washington’s former estate. There is a museum

set up there that depicts Washington’s life as well
as a living history exhibit. 

The students were able to visit the Thomas
Jefferson, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Martin
Luther King Jr., Lincoln, Korean and World War
II memorials. They also visited the Vietnam Vet-
eran’s wall. They were able to see the Potomac
River and the Japanese Cherry trees in full
bloom. They visited the National Archives, which
holds the original copies of  the Declaration of  In-

dependence, the Magna Carta and the U.S. Consti-
tution. 

While in Washington, D.C. the students were
also able to go inside of  the U.S. Capital. They
went to the Arlington National Cemetery and saw
the changing of  the guards at the Tomb of  the Un-
known Soldier. The students went to three of  the
Smithsonian Museums: the Air and Space muse-
um, the Natural History museum and the Ameri-
can History museum. 

Aucilla 7th and 8th Graders Go To Washington, D.C.

Photo submitted

Aucilla’s 7th and 8th grade students are seen in front of the White House on their trip to Washington, D.C. In the back row, from left to right, are; Joe Hannon,
Austin Wilford, Traynor Barker, Ian Haselden, C.C. Collins, John Thomas Walker, Taylor McKnight, Jake Edwards, Courtney Watts, Ramsey Sullivan, Hannah Lewis,
Faith Demott and Taylor Copeland. In the middle row, from left to right, are; J.T. Harp, Abigail Hettinger, Kate Whiddon, Sarah Hall, Gaige Winchester, Natalie
Sorensen, Daulton Browning, D.J. Wilkinson, Ally Mall, Brittany Hughes, Jenny Jackson, Stephanie English, Savannah Jenkins, Emma Witmer and Mr. James Bur-
kett. In the front row, from left to right, are; Rebecca Carson, Summerlyn Marsh, Kade Holden, Gatlin Nennstiel, Donnie Kinsey, Skyler Dickey, Dena Bishop and Cali
Burkett.

Madison Academy Seventh Graders
Visit Kennedy Space Center

While studying astronomy in
class, Mrs. Leigh Ann Browning,
seventh grade Earth Science
teacher at Madison Academy, took
her seventh grade class down to
Kennedy Space Center on April
10-11 for an Overnight Adventure
that was both educational and
fun.  The students toured the
Space Center and then got to sleep
at the Astronaut Hall of  Fame.
The students were fortunate
enough to also have an astronaut
encounter with Wendy Lawrence.
Wendy Lawrence is a naval avia-
tor who got to fly on four space
shuttle missions.  The students
were able to hear a first-hand ac-
count of  time on the space shuttle,
see pictures, and ask questions
about being in space.  She encour-
aged the students to REACH FOR
THE STARS & to DREAM BIG!
The students also participated in
Kennedy Space Center’s Student
Astronaut Training Experience.
This program included many
hands-on activities that the stu-
dents enjoyed such as flight simu-
lators, building trusses, building
and launching their own air rock-
ets, and creating a space capsule
for an “egg”-stronaut.  It was defi-
nitely a field trip that was “out of
this world!”

Photo submitted

The seventh grade class in front of the Astronaut Hall of Fame in Titusville.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

May is the time when almost everyone’s mind begins to
dream of summer. Dreams of vacations, days at the beach,

barbecues, fireworks on Independence Day, camping trips,
roasting hotdogs and marshmallows and lazy days spent on
picnics or fishing. For the past 13 years, the Class of 2012
has dreamed of the summer that will begin as soon as they
receive their diplomas. 

New challenges will lie ahead for them and I’m sure
the anticipation of these challenges will fill many with a
strange mixture of excitement and dread about what the
future holds. Some will enter college in the fall. Others may
join the military. Some will enter the job market.

This year, cheers will go up as Madison County stu-
dents graduate from Madison County High School,
Madison County Excel Alternative School, Aucilla
Christian Academy, New Testament Christian

School, Corinth Christian Academy and Latma Christian
Academy.

On June 4, 1982, my mind was on what I would do
with my future and what kind of challenges I would
encounter. I graduated from Jefferson County High
School in Monticello that evening. I can assure this
year’s high school graduates that they will definitely
come face to face with new challenges. Each new chal-
lenge will make you stronger. The most precious metal
has withstood the hottest fire.

I hope that the graduates will read this section,
and treasure it as a keepsake so that in the future they
can look back and smile at what they were and what they
will become.

Congratulations, Class of 2012 

Class of 2012

Congratulations

Graduates
to the 

of the 
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Tarvis Peacock, this year’s valedictorian at
Madison County High School has big dreams that
will surely come true.

After completing her A.A. degree at North
Florida Community College, she is planning on
going to Florida State University where she will
earn her bachelor’s degree. After that, she plans
on going to medical school.

Tarvis began this year as an underclassman.
A junior, she discovered that she had earned
enough credits to become a senior. She had done
this by taking online classes and some of  her
credits she had earned at Madison County

Central School also counted towards her high
school credits.

In high school, her favorite teacher was Mrs.
Bertolotti and her favorite subjects were math
and science. She participated in SSTRIDE (FSU’s
medical outreach program to the schools) and ten-
nis.

All through high school, Tarvis made straight
A’s. 

Her hobbies include reading and showing her
entrepreneurial spirit.

“When I was younger, I had a seafood busi-
ness,” she said. “I also had a bill pay station.” 

Tarvis is the daughter of  Michael Peacock
and Rachel Peacock of  Madison.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Lindsey Pinkard, the 2012 salutatorian at
Madison County High School, offers the follow-
ing advice to underclassmen:

“The best advice I can give is to stay
focused,” she said.

Staying focused is something that Lindsey
does well. The daughter of  Jim and Derita
Pinkard has already marched at graduation from
North Florida Community College before march-
ing at her high school graduation.

In high school, Lindsey performed in the
band, where she was brass captain in the
eleventh grade. She was also vice-president of
public relations in FCCLA and she is in Phi

Theta Kappa at NFCC, where she is on the debate
team.

Her favorite teacher is Rosie Knox, who she
has had for an English instructor at NFCC. She
also said that English was her favorite subject. 

Lindsey unwinds from her heavy work load,
which includes dual enrollment at NFCC, as well
as being an English tutor there, by reading after
she has studied awhile. She enjoys trilogies. She
prefers historical fiction and also enjoys drama
as her literary choices. 

Lindsey plans to transfer to Valdosta State
University and earn a nursing degree. She hopes
to eventually become a family nurse practitioner. 

Lindsey is the daughter of  Jim and Derita
Pinkard of  Pinetta. 

MCHS Valedictorian

MCHS Salutatorian

Tarvis Peacock

Lindsey Pinkard
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MCHS Class Of 2012

Tiffany Alexander Demetris Arnold La’Porsha Arnold

Tymeshia Baker

Sara AshleyTommy Arnold

Dustin Bezick Abigail Blanton Brigitte Blanton Corey Borgert
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MCHS Class Of 2012

Aaron Brown Charles Brown Kelia Brown

Michelle BryantTamarick Bruton Heath Carroll Zachary Cherry Jessica Clark-Solomon

Jonathan CooksDavonte CooksMichael Collins

Quatoni Bradshaw Temika Brooks

Lou S. 
Miller

Superintendent 
of Schools

Congratulations, 
2012 Graduates!

We Are Proud of You!
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MCHS Class Of 2012

Taylhor Corprew LaQuaysha Crumity Nicolette Davis Samantha Davis Tyler Donaldson

DeShawntee Gallon Willie Gavin Christopher Gay

Morgan Ellison Kristina Ferrell Toby Fox Cameron Frakes DaLexus Franklin

May 16, 2012                                                                              Hometown Graduates                                            Madison County Carrier  •  7 
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MCHS Class Of 2012
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Rashad Guyton Hank Hall Dylan Hammock

Skyler Hannah Chelsea Hanners Jolisa Haynes Myrecia Haynes Brenton Henderson

Lonna Holmes Felicia Hudson Jordan Hughes

Siera Gay Canissia Griffin
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MCHS Class Of 2012
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Erica Hunter Elainie Jarvis Larcedious Jones Kelsie Kimbrough Kayla Knowles

Ryan Kornegay Elena Krause Laurence Krause

Deondra Lee
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MCHS Class Of 2012
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Krystina Livingston Meghan Maultsby Michael McCool

Taylor Money Essence Monlyn Kai Monlyn Dillan Moore Dylan Morgan

LaShondra Neely

Michaela McQuay Cal Mobley

Steven Odiorne

Corey Borgert
Adam Brown

Meghan Maltsby
Adam Odiorne

and All Area Graduates

The First United Methodist Church
of Madison

Congratulates
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Kasey Odom Kortnie Page Coriana PeacockTavis Peacock Jessica Phillips

Harley Pickels Lindsey Pinkard Nakosha Pryor Jalisa Reddick

Kayosha Roberson Jeremiah Robinson Quaneshia Robinson Tevin Roundtree Dillon Rykard

Terra Redditt
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Makoya Scott Antonia Seabrooks Breon Seabrooks James Sevey Jedidiah Smith

Mykal Stafford Gavin Stephens Torrance Stephenson Mary Terry Dashonté Thomas

Shakala Turner James Wallace Shantara Weary Thomas Weatherspoon Emory Webb
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MCHS Class Of 2012
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Dylan Welch Caitlynn Westerman Bobby Williams Bryan Williams Keldrick Williams

Kimberlee Williams Amber Wilson LaTré Wilson

Political Advertisement paid 
for and approved by 

Amy Stewart Kendrick, Democrat,
for Supervisor of Elections

Vote 
Amy 

Stewart Kendrick 
for Supervisor 
of Elections

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2012
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ACA Class Of 2012

By Fran Hunt
Special from ECB Publishing

Tyler Jackson of  Jefferson
County is this year’s
Valedictorian at Aucilla
Christian Academy. 

He has a 4.0 grade point
average and, though he is not in
dual enrollment curses, he is
taking Advanced Placement
(AP) English and AP History.
His total number of  college
credit hours earned will depend
on what he scores on his AP
exam. 

Jackson aspires to attend
either LaGrange College or
Thomas University to play base-
ball. He said that during atten-
dance at college he plans to live
on campus.

“I’m going to study Biology
while in college. I plan to play
college baseball for four years
and graduate, then I plan to get
accepted into medical school
and eventually become a doctor
and practice medicine,” said
Jackson. 

While at Aucilla, he played
on the football, basketball and
baseball teams. 

He is also a member of  the
Fellowship of  Christian
Athletes and the Beta Club. 

Jackson has already
received scholarships for col-
lege, including a Bright Futures,
and a Fellows scholarship award
from LaGrange. The Fellows
scholarship is worth $13,500 per
year and the Bright Futures is

worth $98 per credit hour.
After graduating college,

Jackson wishes to remain in the
Jefferson County area. 

He attributes his academic
success to hard work, dedica-
tion, studying and priorities. 

“My greatest influence in
my education has been my
grandmother, Tracey Jackson,”
he added. 

Jackson is a member of  the
First United Methodist Church
in Monticello and says through-
out his life he will hold on to his
Christian values. 

His hobbies include playing
sports, hanging with friends and
watching sports.

Tyler is the son of  Danny
and Lisa Jackson of  Monticello.

Tyler Jackson
Valedictorian
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ACA Class Of 2012

By Fran Hunt
Special from ECB Publishing

Joshua Funderburke has
been named as this year’s
Aucilla Christian Academy
Salutatorian. 

He has a 4.0 grade point aver-
age and he is a dual enrollment
student at North Florida
Community College, where he
has earned 12 college credit
hours.

Funderburke is involved in
several groups including Living
Waters, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, he serves as
the Beta Club president, he is on
the Student Council, he serves as

the Senior Class Treasurer and
he is a member of  the Brain Bowl
team. He also volunteers for the
Jefferson County Relay For Life.

He is a recipient of  the
Mercer academic scholarship
and the Seminole Quarterback
Club scholarship.

Funderburke plans to attend
Mercer University where he will
study pre-med and later become
an Orthopedic Surgeon. During
his years at college, he plans to
live on campus rather than stay-
ing at home. Funderburke also
plans to make his practice some-
where in Georgia. 

The greatest influence he has

in his education is his parents
and he said he would hold on to
his Christian values. 

Sports he participates in are
basketball and golf  and his hob-
bies include reading, shooting
hoops, playing golf  and playing
disc golf.

“I attribute my academic suc-
cess to hard work, study, dedica-
tion, setting my priorities and
effective time management,” said
Funderburke.

He attends the Central
Baptist Church.

Joshua is the son of  Denene
Hurst and Joe Hurst of
Thomasville, Ga.

Joshua Funderburke
Salutatorian
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ACA Class Of 2012

Cody Allen Stacie Brock Corey Burrus Loretta Croy Keli Dollar

Marcus Evans Joshua Funderburke Valerie Gardner Mandy Holley Tyler Jackson

H&R GroceryH&R Grocery

1809 SW Main St. 
Greenville, FL
850-948-3034

Hours:
Mon.-Fri.

7 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Congratulations
To The 

Class Of 2012
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Cody KellyCarrie Parmer Vicki Perry Trent Roberts Tori Self

Sunnie Sorenson

ACA Class Of 2012

Matthew Swindell Matt Tuten Philip Watts Shelby Witmer

Congratulations 
Graduates!

615 NE Colin Kelly Hwy • Madison, FL 32340

(850) 973-6280
Fax (850) 973-3794
Tony & Indy Kelley - Owners
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NTCS Class Of 2012

Alyssa Kinsey Andrew Peters

                                                             Hometown Graduates                                                                    May 16, 2012

   

  

CONGRATULATIONS, SENIORS!!
We Are Proud 

Of  You!

Freddy Pitts - Agency Manager
Jimmy & Glen King - Agents  

Auto, Fire, Life, Health, Disability Income
Serving Madison & Jefferson Counties
233 W. Base St. •  Madison

(850) 973-4071
105 W. Anderson St. •  Monticello 

(850) 997-2213



CYAN
M

AGENTA
YELLOW

BLACK
May 16, 2012                                                                               Hometown Graduates                                             Madison County Carrier •  19 



CY
AN

M
AG

EN
TA

CY
AN

M
AG

EN
TA

YE
LL

OW
BL

AC
K

20 • Madison County Carrier                                                          Hometown Graduates                                                                    May 16, 2012


	1A_Layout 1
	2A_Layout 1
	3A_Layout 1
	4A - Around_Layout 1
	5A - Around_Layout 1
	6A - 7A - Police Week_Layout 1
	8A - Around_Layout 1
	9A - Around_Layout 1
	10A - Health_Layout 1
	11A - School_Layout 1
	12A 5-16 Class_Layout 1
	13A 5-16 Legals_Layout 1
	14A - School_Layout 1
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 01)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 02)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 03)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 04)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 05)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 06)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 07)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 08)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 09)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 10)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 11)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 12)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 13)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 14)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 15)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 16)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 17)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 18)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 19)
	Graduation Tab 2012_4 (Page 20)

