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The Nu Omega
Omega Chapter of  Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorori-
ty, Inc. will sponsor Mr.
Esquire 2012 on Satur-
day, Feb. 11, at the
Van H. Priest Fine
Arts Auditori-
um on the
campus of
North Florida
Community
Co l l e g e
at 6 p.m.
Y o u n g
men will
compete to
become Mr. Es-
quire. Over the past
month, they have been
mentored in etiquette,
modeling and public
speaking.

The Madison lo-
cal Chapter of  Alpha
Kappa Alpha selected
this project to improve
young black males by en-
couraging them to stay
in school and graduate.
Educational success is

one of  our goals. The
contestants are Ahmod
Powell, Bradyle Neal,
Ja’Bryan Butler, Marcus
Straughter, Taronn

Johnson, Darrion
Robinson and Sa-

monty McIn-
tyre.

We ex-
tend a special
invitation to
all per-
sons in
Madison
County to
s u p p o r t

these young
men. Adult tickets are
$5 and students $3. The
money raised will sup-
port scholarships, Relay
for Life, Salvation Army,
United Way and other
charities in the commu-
nity.

The chairper-
sons are Cora Wyche and
Carolyn Ray. Emily Dick-
ey is the sorority’s presi-
dent. 

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.
The Junior Auxil-

iary of  Madison County
would like to cordially
invite all of  the fathers
and daughters in Madi-
son to join them for their
fourth annual Father-
Daughter Dance. This
year’s dance will be
called Starry Night. The
dance will be on Febru-
ary 11, from 6-8 p.m. 
The event will be

held at the Madison
Women’s Club. Tickets
are $10 per father, and he 

Please see Dance, 
Page 3A

Gaither Homecoming Artists Jeff  and Sheri Easter will be making their
first-ever appearance in Madison on Friday, February 10, at Yogi Bear’s Jelly-
stone Park, at 7 p.m. Also appearing with Jeff  and Sheri Easter will be Chapel
Road of  Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
For Jeff  and Sheri, gospel music is genetically programmed into their DNA.

As members of  acclaimed musical families—Jeff ’s father is one of  the Easter
Brothers and Sheri’s mother is a member of  the Lewis Family—they grew up
surrounded by the sound of  people praising God through their musical gifts.
In August of  1984, both were at the Albert E. Brumley Sundown to Sunup

Gospel Singing in Arkansas. Jeff, who was playing bass for the Singing Ameri-
cans at the time, took the opportunity to reintroduce himself  to Sheri’s mother,
Polly. They had met on a previous occasion. Polly introduced Jeff  to Sheri and
the two were married ten months later.
They traveled and performed as part of  The Lewis Family for several years.

But in 1988 they decided it was time to strike out on their own, and they haven’t
looked back since.                                                         Please see Easter, Page 3A

Construction of  a new Madison Operation Cen-
ter for Progress Energy Florida is complete. The Op-
eration Center, located on the east side of  the city of
Madison on Highway 98, replaces and upgrades an
existing facility. It provides a base for Progress En-
ergy line crews and serves as a materials storage
area. Construction of  the center began in October
2011. The site will become fully operational later
this month.
Many local subcontractors help to build the cen-

ter. Vendors from Madison, Leon, Taylor, Gadsden,

Jefferson, Suwannee and Lowndes counties were
awarded subcontracts for work such as surveying,
site preparation, electrical, flooring, fencing, con-
crete, plumbing, sanitation and finishing, totaling
more than $500,000 in wages for the local economy.
“The Greater Madison County Chamber of

Commerce is grateful for the continued partnership
we have with Progress Energy,” said Cindy Payne-
Vees, director, Madison County Chamber of  Com-
merce. “Their re-investment in our county by
utilizing local contractors for this construction pro-

ject proves their commitment to rural communities
such as ours. We are privileged to have them as part
of  our county.” 
Planning for the project began in 2010, when

Progress Energy’s Supplier Diversity & Business
Development business unit began working with the
Florida A & M University Small Business Develop-
ment Center. Pinnacle Construction Support Group
(Pinnacle/CSG), a minority owned construction
management firm based in Tallahassee, was awarded

Please see Progress Energy, Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 
A Greenville woman was slight-

ly injured in an accident on Mon-
day afternoon, Feb. 6.
According to a Florida High-

way Patrol report, Sandra Ebber-
son, 66, was traveling west on
Captain Buie Road. For unknown
reasons, she failed to stop her 2008
Nissan at the intersection of  Cap-
tain Blue and Rocky Ford Roads.

The Nissan continued west,
crossing both travel lanes of  Rocky
Ford Road.
The car entered the west shoul-

der striking an embankment, fence
and fence post with the front of  the
vehicle.
The car came to a final rest, fac-

ing west on top of  the embank-
ment.
The Madison County Sheriff ’s

Office assisted at the scene.

Va l e n t i n e ’ s
Day is a day of
love.
Tell your

sweetheart or a
family member
how much you love
them. For $5 each,
you can insert
your love lines into
the newspaper. 
See the form

on page 4A to fill
out your love lines
and send them in
to P.O. Drawer 772,
Madison, FL 32341
or bring it in to our
office located at
1695 South High-
way 53 in Madison. 
Remember, $5

is an inexpensive
way to show your
loved ones you re-
ally care. 

Progress Energy Madison Operation Center
Opens On Time, Under Budget

Jeff And Sheri Easter 
To Make First-Ever

Appearance In Madison
Send
Your
Loves
Lines
In

AKA To Present
Mr. Esquire 2012

Ronnie Moore, left, is pictured with Susanne
Griffin, who won this year’s Madison County Teacher
of the Year Award at the Golden Apple Banquet,
sponsored by the Madison County Foundation for
Excellence in Education on Thursday, Feb. 2. Please
see the Wednesday, Feb. 15 edition of The Madison
County Carrier for full coverage of the event.

Susanne Griffin
Wins Teacher
Of The Year

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, Feb. 2, 2012

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, Feb. 7, 2012

JA Hosts
“Starry
Night”
Father-

Daughter
Dance

Woman Injured In Wreck



Last week,
Floridians went to
the polls to select
their preference for
the Republican nomi-
nation to face off  this
fall against President
Obama.  While Madi-
son Republicans fa-
vored former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich,
the state overwhelmingly
voted to support former
Massachusetts Governor
Mitt Romney for the
nomination.  The other
two candidates still in the
race, Rick Santorum and Ron Paul were relegated
to also-ran status.

I cast my vote for Mitt Romney.  Let me explain
why and see if  it makes any sense to you.

To my way of  thinking, the two most vexing
problems that our nation faces is a moribund econ-
omy (2011 GDP grew at an anemic 1.7 percent) and
out-of-control spending by power-drunk politicians.
This has led to 12 million unemployed or under em-
ployed Americans and a debt crisis that threatens
to swamp our economy.  As I look at the field of
presidential candidates, I’m looking for someone
who is equipped to provide the leadership to ad-
dress this twin-headed monster.  

It certainly isn’t Barack Obama; he’s a major
contributor to the problem — hardly the solution.
The Washington political elites like Gingrich and
Santorum haven’t had the economic and business
experience to prove they are equipped to meet the
challenge.  I would say the same about Paul and
Bachman although they seem to recognize the
problem more than most.  While Huntsman never
caught fire, Perry seemed to be lost in the wilder-
ness of  the national campaign.  At one point, I had
some hope for Herman Cain but other things got in
the way and derailed his campaign.  Gary Johnson
and Tim Pawlenty are forgotten memories.

By process of  elimination, I’m down to my last
straw or in this case, candidate.  That would be Mitt
Romney.  What is to like and what is not?

I like the idea that he comes from a business
background.  As the CEO of  Bain Capital, Romney
spent nearly two decades managing one of  our na-
tions’ largest private venture capital firms.  Bain
looked at both existing businesses and new ven-
tures for potential to invest their capital.  These
were businesses that required new management or
better organization or a boost to turn their fortunes
around.  Bain had an amazing track record during
Romney’s tenure of  picking winners and losers.

In the late 1990s as Salt Lake City was prepar-
ing to host the Winter Olympic Games, they faced a
royal mess.  The Mormons selected one of  their
own, Mitt Romney, to sort through the wreckage
and put things right.  He did an amazing job in less

than two years and the
games were a roaring suc-
cess.  He’s a problem
solver.

In 2002, he was elect-
ed governor of  liberal

Massachusetts and
served one term.  He
did a lot of  things
right in a difficult po-
litical environment.
Late in his single
term, he signed into
law a universal
health care law for
Massachusetts which

has been dubbed Romn-
eycare, the model for our
2011 national Oba-
macare law.  Romney-
care is his biggest
stumbling block, in my
opinion, and he’s going to

have to do a better job of  explaining it and his vi-
sion of  healthcare in order to draw distinction be-
tween his and Obama’s ideas.

Many southerners are naturally suspicious of
anyone from Massachusetts.  I share your mistrust.
My ancestors arrived on the shores of  the Bay State
in 1638 and left two generations later.  This was the
same time when the good citizens of  Salem were
burning witches.  As best we can tell, this historical
footnote is merely a coincidence, but you never
know.  If  I were to return to Taxachusetts today, I
would be a fish-out-of-water.  As far as lingering
charges of  witchcraft are concerned, the statute of
limitations has passed – I think.

Before I close this column, let me say some-
thing about Newt Gingrich.  I first met him in 1983
when he spoke to my class at the Air Command and
Staff  College.  We were very impressed with the
young congressman, but before long, I learned that
he had a reputation as a political “bomb thrower.”
Good revolutionaries like Newt do not equate to
good governance.  History tells us that some of  the
great American revolutionaries like Thomas
Paine, Patrick Henry and Samuel Adams disap-
peared in its aftermath.

Three and a half  years ago as we came to the
2008 general election, I realized that Republicans
had made a fatal error.  We nominated a national se-
curity candidate, John McCain, who knew next to
zero about economic matters.  But following the
failure of  Lehman Brothers on September 17th, the
economy was the only thing that really mattered.
With his background, Mitt Romney could have ex-
plained the issue and addressed the problem in the
final six weeks of  the campaign, but McCain was
lost.  I don’t know that Romney could have beaten
Obama that year, but he certainly was better
equipped to oppose him considering the primary is-
sue at hand.

That was then and this is now.  The economy is
still the key issue although not in crisis stage like
it was in late 2008.  Obama’s policies, buoyed by
tired Keynesian economics, have failed miserably.
Obama’s economic policies are akin to a runner
with one foot nailed to the surface, simply run-
ning in circles.  Mitt Romney can explain this and
show that, with the proper free-market approach,
the runner can be liberated to run a good race.
He’s the best man, in my opinion, available now to
lead our nation and the world out of  economic
quagmire.
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Mitt vs. Newt

Joe Boyles 
Guest Columnist
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If  Claudia Anderson,
Vice President, Madison
County Republican Club,
is paying anyone to do re-
search for her, she needs
to fire them.  In her arti-
cle that ran in the Jan. 27,
2012 edition, she said,
“Jane Fonda, traitor
whose actions caused the
torture and death of
many patriots, is being
honored by Pres. Obama.
100 Years of  Great
Women?”  The 100 Years
of  Great Women was a
Barbara Walters special
that aired on ABC in
April 1999.

That’s 10 years be-
fore Obama became
president and any con-
nection to him is either a
figment of  her overac-
tive imagination or an
outright lie.  Once again
we’re into the “stupid
season” where seeming-
ly intelligent people
make the most idiotic
claims.  The same claim
circulated in 2009 and
was just as idiotic back
then.

K.C. Wilson
388 N.W. Spaniel Way
Greenville, FL 32331
850-948-3263

Columnist Should Fire
Her Research Assistant

Of  course we should
be concerned that students
are not learning enough to
become supportive citi-
zens.  The future of  our
community, state and na-
tion is affected.  Self  inter-
est brings the questions:  1)
Why so little academic
achievement?  2) What’s to
be done?

Academic achieve-
ment  begins with
parents,  the first and best
teachers.   Failing to un-
derstand or to accept this
fact puts all responsibility
on one teacher working
with dozens of  children.
Some parents are not edu-
cators, either by lack of
time or lack of  interest.
Uneducated parents can do
their part.  Discipline in
class, doing homework,
and getting enough sleep
help a child get what the
teachers offer.

What is to be done
challenges everyone who
cares about our country’s
future.  Statistics show
that learning to read by
Grade 3 is key to complet-
ing high school.  If  we had
a health epidemic here,

most of  us help cure it.  We
march for cancer, collect
for heart disease, tax our-
selves for a hospital be-
cause we care. 

We should care about
an epidemic of  ignorance.
. .care enough to commit to
making certain each Madi-
son County child reads by
grade 3.  Whatever that
takes is what we should
do.  School leaders can de-
vise best use of  volunteers
willing to become teachers
of  reading.  Training for
parents of  poor perform-
ing students is better than
parent sessions with a
school counselor.  Provide
it.

This is not a school
problem nor a school
board problem.  It’s a com-
munity problem, a county
commission problem, a
church problem, a civic or-
ganization problem, an in-
dividual problem for all of
us in good health with
time to spare.   County
schools’ poor academ-
ic achievement is OUR
problem and OUR chal-
lenge.  

Marianne Green

Lowest FCAT Scores
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can bring up to three daughters. This ticket price
also includes a 5x7 portrait taken at the event. 

Tickets can be purchased at the Madison Coun-
ty Community Bank or  Insurance. For more infor-
mation please call Jamie Andrews (850) 673-7803. 

the contract.  
Through coordination with Progress Energy,

Pinnacle conducted a vendor fair in Madison in Sep-
tember 2011 to recruit local subcontractors in the
economically-challenged area in North Florida to
help complete the project.  The Madison Operation
Center building was completed on schedule and un-
der the initial budget. 

“Progress Energy is pleased that this project of-
fered a boost to the local economy” said Bobby Pick-
els, Progress Energy Community Relations
Manager. “In addition, we’ve established relation-
ships with many local contractors and businesses.”

Progress Energy Florida, a subsidiary of
Progress Energy (NYSE: PGN), provides electricity
and related services to more than 1.6 million cus-
tomers in Florida. The company is headquartered in
St. Petersburg, Fla., and serves a territory encom-
passing more than 20,000 square miles including the
cities of  St. Petersburg and Clearwater, as well as
the Central Florida area surrounding Orlando.
Progress Energy Florida is pursuing a balanced ap-
proach to meeting the future energy needs of  the re-
gion. That balance includes increased
energy-efficiency programs, investments in renew-
able energy technologies and a state-of-the-art elec-
tricity system. For more information about
Progress Energy, visit http://www.progress-
energy.com/.

Media contact: Progress Energy Florida 24-hour
media line (866) 520-6397

Follow Progress Energy on Twitter:
http://www.twitter.com/ProgressEnergy

Follow Progress Energy Florida on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/ProgressEnergyFlorida

Also joining Jeff  & Sheri on the road is their
son, Madison, who plays electric guitar for the
group and their daughter, Morgan, who joins them
on occasion for a special solo when she’s not help-
ing with the newest addition to the Easter family,
Maura Grace. Greg and Charlotte Ritchie have
been performing with Jeff  & Sheri since 1994 and
1996, respectively. Their son, Landon, is a regular
highlight of  Jeff  & Sheri’s program, offering a lit-
tle comedy with help from Jeff.

Jeff  & Sheri have been nominated for numer-
ous Dove Awards and won three. They’ve also re-
ceived a Grammy nomination, and Sheri has been
named the Singing News Favorite Alto ten times
and the Singing News Female Vocalist four times.
Jeff  & Sheri’s wall of  awards also include three
Society for the Preservation of  Bluegrass Music
Association Awards, two International Country
Gospel Music Association, nine Voice Awards for
Female Artist, five Voice Awards for Song/Single
of  the Year, two Voice Awards for Christian Coun-
try Group, four SGM Fan Fair/USGN awards, five
SGN Scoops Diamond Awards, four Hearts Aflame
Awards, and three Cash Box awards. They have
also participated in the Gaither Homecoming
Video Series since 1993, which has sold over 15
million units.

Apart from their frequent appearances on the
Gaither Homecoming tour and videos, Jeff  &
Sheri have a fairly heavy touring schedule of  their
own. “When we perform, we want people to leave a
little different than when they came in,” Sheri ex-
plains. “We want them to have a great time smil-
ing, laughing, crying and healing. We want them
to know God loves them and that He is in control.”

Jeff  & Sheri Easter’s latest release, Life is
Great And Gettin’ Better, embraces the sentiment
by which this energetic southern gospel couple
lives. Their new project is a viable, precision pro-
duced recording that musically gratifies even the
most demanding enthusiast’s tastes — while stay-
ing true to the bluegrass/progressive
country/bluesy style that has become distinctly
their own.

The concert will be held inside the auditorium
at Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park. For more informa-
tion, please call (850) 464-0114.

Progress Energy
cont on Page 1A

Easter
cont on Page 1A

Dance
cont on Page 1A

The parents of Jason Rinehart would like to
announce the wedding of their son to Michelle
Richards. Michelle is the daughter of Scott and
Tammy Allen of Charleston, West Virginia. She
is a 2006 graduate of West Virginia University
Tech., with a degree in dental hygiene. He is a
2000 graduate of Lake City Community College
with a degree in Forestry. The wedding will take
place on April 14, 2012 in Jacksonville, Florida
with a reception following the ceremony. After
honeymooning in St. Lucia, the couple plans to

reside in Orange Park, Florida.

Toby Finney, joins
his mom (Sherry
Finney), dad (Doug
Finney) and sister,
(Kristin Finney) at a
drive-in theater in
north Georgia.

Toby



By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Damascus Baptist
Church will host a coun-
tywide Black History
program on Saturday,
Feb. 25, at 1 p.m. at the
church, located at the
corner of  MLK Drive
and Smith Streets.

The speaker for the
event will be David
Dukes, a community ac-
tivist and children and
human rights advocate
and author, who is
known as Madison’s own
MLK.

The topic of  the
event will be “Yesterday,
Today, Tomorrow and
Am I My Brother’s Keep-

er?
For more informa-

tion, please call (786) 493-
4693.
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“Love you.” “Miss you.” “Be mine.” What-
ever the sentiment, say it with a Cupid’s Love

Note in the Enterprise-Recorder!
For just $5, you can tell your loved ones how much they mean to you in a

Cupid’s Love Note. You may send as many notes as you would like. Just copy
the form below for each note and submit it to the newspaper, along with the
$5 fee, by noon, Wednesday, February 8. Greetings must be 35 words or less

and will be published in the newspaper on Friday, February 10.

Cupid’s Love Note
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

______________________________________
Mail To: Greene Publishing, Inc.

PO Drawer 772
Madison, Fl. 32341

Drew “Pete” Tal-
madge Merritt, Sr.
passed away in Ocala
on Feb. 2, 2012.

He was born in Lee
on Aug. 22, 1932 and
was a retired lineman,
who worked all over the
United States. 

His hobbies includ-
ed winning at cards,
restoring old tractors
and fishing. Drew also
loved watching west-
erns and listening to
bluegrass music.

He is survived by
his children, Deborah
Merritt Long, Robert
Merritt, Vicky Gomar,
Janie Laird, Derrick
Bickford and Drusilla
Morgan; his siblings,
Roy Merritt, Evelyn
Sapp, Hazel Latner,
Gene Merritt, Barbara
Durden and Betty
Reames; 28 grandchil-
dren; and 29 great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Ben Brevan and Janie
Merritt; and siblings,
Ben Merritt, Helen Lee,
Lois Southall, June
Kinsey and Bonnie
Lyon; and a son, Drew
Merritt, Jr.  

Services will be
held at Beggs Funeral
Home in Madison on
Wednesday, February 8,
2012 at 2 p.m.  There
will be a viewing held
prior to the service,
starting at noon for
family and 1 p.m. for
friends. Graveside ser-
vice to follow at Mace-
donia Cemetery,
Madison. 

Obituaries
Drew
“Pete”

Talmadge
Merritt,

Sr.

Iva Juanita Stephens, 86, passed away at home
on February 3, 2012 after a long illness. She moved to
Callahan after her beloved husband of  47 years,
Charlie, passed away.

She is survived by her only child, Penny Rau,
and her husband, Bobby Rau; three grandchildren,
Jimmy (Denise) Hall, Scott Hall and Christopher
(Wanda) Rau; six great-grandchildren, Micha, Anne,
Chloe, Aubriel, Nick and Micaela; two sisters, Edith
Townsend and Velma McRae; two brothers, Alec
Campbell and Edward Campbell; many nieces and
nephews; good friends; and a wonderful church fam-
ily at Faith Baptist Church in Jacksonville where
she attended faithfully as long as she was able. All
loved her and will miss her, but are assured she is
now with the Lord.

Beggs Funeral Home, Madison, will arrange the
funeral and burial. Services will be at Hickory
Grove Methodist Church on February 11, 2012 at 11
a.m. Interment will follow at the family cemetery,
Campbell-Harmony Cemetery.

Memorials in her name may be directed to
Northeast Florida Community Hospice. 

Iva Juanita
Stephens

In my heart your memory
lingers, always tender, fond 
and true. There’s not a day,

dear OJ, that we do 
not think of  you.

His memory is as dear today,
as in the hour he passed away.
He had a nature you could not
help loving, and a heart that
wes purer than gold, and to
those who knew him and
loved him, his memory 
will never grow cold.

Nadine, Wilburt, Vida,
Arna, Stephanie, and Caleb

Orenthea James (O.J.) Akins

December 8, 1978 -
February 5, 2004

In Memoriam

David Dukes To Speak 
At Black History Program 

At Damascus

We’re On 
Facebook!



Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

After 21 years as a nutrition assis-
tant at the Madison Senior Center,
Lonnie Roberson is retiring for good.
Before she came to the Madison Senior
Center, she had previously retired af-
ter nearly 20 years with the hospital,
where she worked in housekeeping.

After more than four decades of
fulltime work, she decided, “It was
time to rest.  I’ve been working so
long.”

However, even at 81 years of  age, it
was not a decision made lightly.  After
21 years of  cooking meals at the Cen-
ter, she came to regard the seniors and
staff  as family.  

“Yes, I’m going to miss the Center
real bad,” she said.  

She was the first one who started
cooking for the Center when it opened
in 1990.  Since then, she has made
countless meals for as many as 70 or 80
people a day.  In addition to lunch for
the seniors who came to the Madison
Center, she also made meals that were
transported to senior facilities in
Greenville and Lee.   

Born and raised in neighboring
Jefferson County, she learned her love
of  cooking from her mother, and
brought that love to the Center, where
the seniors who gather there for lunch
have enjoyed many a hot and savory
meal prepared by her.  Some of  her fa-
vorite dishes to make were collard

greens, peas, and sweet potatoes.  
The Center staff  members orga-

nized an ice-cream cake lunch where
everyone gathered to say goodbye and
wish her well in her retirement.  Sev-
eral people brought gifts, and Madison
Senior Center Director Rosa Richard-
son presented her with a plaque in
honor of  her many years of  service.
But when asked if  she would like to
say a few words, Roberson shook her
head.  “I don’t want to cry,” she said.

Roberson moved to Madison when
she married, and raised six children.
She has numerous grandchildren,
ranging in age from three months to 38
years, but isn’t quite sure how many
there are.  “My goodness, I couldn’t
count them all,” she said.  She has 12
great-grandchildren.

Her family now lives mostly
around Madison and Jefferson Coun-
ties.  A few live in Albany Ga., and
some live in South Florida.  

She isn’t quite sure what she’d like
to do now that she has retired, but she
does love to sew, another skill learned
from her mother.  She has made sever-
al quilts over the years, and might do
some more of  that.  Maybe plant a lit-
tle garden.  Definitely spend more time
with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

But one thing there is no doubt
about: “I’m going to come back up here
(to the Center) and visit every chance I
get,” she said.
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0% Financing with approved credit through dealer’s lender on select models for limited terms in lieu of factory rebates. 
All prices plus tax, tag, $349.95 adm fee with approved credit through FMCC. Including Trade-ins assistance reabates

THIS WEEK AT WALT’S LIVE OAK FORD

YOUR LOW PAYMENT HEADQUARTERS
2011 NISSAN ALTIMA

$16,995

2005 F-550 XLT,
4X4, DIESEL, AUTO

$6,995 
2008 MERCURY 

MARINER

$14,900
2008 JEEP WRANGLER
4 DOOR, LOADED, 32 K

$19,995

2008 FORD F-150 CREWCAB
4WD, LOADED

$22,995

2008 FORD F-150
20K MILES

$12,995

Plus tax, tag, title & admin fee, with approved credit.

CHRIS DRYDEN DEWEY CRIBBS

2009 FORD F-150

$14,950
2010 FORD F-250 CREW LARIAT

LOADED

$28,900

2009 LINCOLN MKS
LARGE LUXURY CAR

2010 FORD 
FUSION SE

$23,995 $13,900

2010 FORD FOCUS SE 
LOADED, 14 K

$13,550

2005 FORD 
FOCUS WAGON

$5,400

2011 FORD EDGE SEL
LOADED

$22,988

2011 CHEVY IMPALA LT
LOADED

$14,950
2008 MAZDA CX7

$14,995

2008 LINCOLN MKZ
SUNROOF, LEATHER, LOADED

$16,995

2008 DODGE RAM 
QUAD 44K

$12,995
2002 MERCURY

GRAND MARQUIS

$5,988
2008 TAURUS SEL

LOADED

$13,950

724009awV

GETInto
THENEW
Start the new year in a brand-new Ford 

and get the quality, fuel efficiency, technology 
and safety that have helped make Ford the 

best-selling brand in America! 

Ford offers SYNC® with MyFord Touch®

and efficient EcoBoost® engines. Ford 
offers three models that get 40 miles 

per gallon. And Ford has more Top 
Safety Picks than any other brand.2

Get out of the old and into the new 
at your Ford Dealer today.

Save now and at 
the pump. 
Ford has three cars 
that get 40 miles 
per gallon. 

2012 FUSION SE
- 41 city mpg7

 or 0% apr/60 mos. 
Plus $1,000 Rebate!

2012 Ford F-250 
Crew FX4

$34,988
2012 Ford F-150 Supercab

Power Everything, Tow package

$23,998
2012 Ford Edge

Loaded with Sync Voice/Systems

$25,899

2012 Mustang
Sport Appearance Package

$19,998

$15,950
Your 

Choice
2012 FOCUS SE 

with SFE Package - 40 hwy mpg3

- Up to 409 miles on a tank of gas4

- In its class, Fiesta has highway 
   mileage that can’t be beat5

- Available SYNC®

- Seven airbags (standard)

- 40 hwy mpg6

- Active Grille Shutter System 
   for aerodynamic efficiency
- Torque Vectoring Control
    for handling

2012 FIESTA SE
 with SFE Package

Lonnie Roberson Retires From 
Madison Senior Center

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo By Lynette Norris, January 27, 2012

Madison Senior Center Director Rosa Richardson presents a plaque in ap-
preciation for Lonnie Roberson’s 21 years of work as a Nutrition Assistant.

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc,

Loud cheers and squeals of  delight went up from the assembled children in the
cafeteria as Lee Elementary Principal Robin Hill delivered her “Really Big An-
nouncement:” that Nestle Waters was donating $17,000 to the school for new play-
ground equipment.  Onstage with Hill were Madison County School Superintendent
Lou Miller and several representatives from the Nestle Waters North America
Madison Bottling Plant. 

Rob Fisher, Nestle Waters Plant Manager, then spoke, telling the excited chil-
dren how happy he was to be sharing such exciting news with them, and addition-
ally, when playground equipment arrived, Nestle employees would come to the
school to help set it up.  

The donation went right along with Nestle’s product, Fisher told the children;
bottled water was a healthy drink and the new playground equipment would pro-
mote healthy exercise while the children were having fun.

Principal Hill then added, to the accompaniment of  more excited cheers, that
the equipment had been ordered and would arrive soon.  As she described each kind
of  equipment, more and louder cheers erupted: “Something to climb on…some-
thing to spin on…and something to slide across.  Then you have to do your part.  Do
your work so you can go to P.E. class and recess and enjoy all the new playground
equipment.”

“Nestle Waters is proud to support our local schools, which help the children of
many of  our plant employees to learn and succeed in the classroom,” Fisher said in
a prepared statement.  “We thank the teachers and staff  of  Lee Elementary School
for providing our children with a foundation of  success.”

“Our students are very important to us and part of  their development is healthy
and safe daily exercise,” said Hill.  “With this donation from Nestle Waters, we will

be able to provide our students with activity on playground equipment customized
just for them.”

At the end of  the brief  program, a lot of  happy, excited children filed out of  the
cafeteria and headed home for the day.

Nestle Waters Presents Check to Lee Elementary School

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, January 26, 2012

Nestle Waters presents Lee Elementary School with the $17,000 check for the
playground equipment.  Left to right are Lee Elementary Principal Robin Hill and
Nestle Waters representatives John Collins, Scott Sweat, Cody Douglas and Mike
Vullo.
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Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR

HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 

federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c

Commercial/Industrial
Property

with state highway frontage.
Corner lots. Fronts both
Harvey Greene Dr. 
& Highway 53 South. 
Enterprise Zone 

Natural gas line, 8 inch 
water main, access to city
utilities, fire hydrant, and
service from two power
companies.  Property has
easy access to I-10, via SR
53 & SR 14. Will build to
suit tenant or short or long
term lease. Call Tommy
Greene  850-973-4141

run, n/c

$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, cFor Sale: 
House & Lot

In the Town of Suwannee
Price reduced for quick sale
$60,000 net to owner. 2 BR/1
BA. Fully Furnished, New
Metal Roof, and New Paint.
Utility Building with Washer
and Dryer. Nice Fruit Trees.

386-719-0421
rtn, n/c

REAL 
ESTATE 

FOR SALE

WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Diamond Plate Alum. 
Pick-up truck tool boxes. 
Various sizes. $50 each. 

Call 973-4172 - 8am-5pm M-F
5/6-run, n/c

Buy, Sell or Trade
In The Classifieds
Call 973-4141Call 973-4141

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
FOR RENT

Piano lessons are being 
offered for individuals who
are beginners or veteran

players who wish to build or
polish their skills. Lessons

are one-on-one and 
reasonably priced! For more 

information, call 
(850) 464-0114 or 
(850) 973-4622.

6/18, run, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

$15,000. Discounts on 
doublewides. Must go. 

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Money to lend for 
doublewides & singlewides
with or without property.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Cash in a flash for your used
mobile home. Will come
look and make you an offer.
Call Lynn at (386)-365-4774.

10/26, rtn, c

Classifieds ........... Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

6A Madison County Carrier Wednesday February 8, 2012 

To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
2/6/2012 THROUGH 2/12/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-0353 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

Mobile home financing
available for everyone. New
and used. Call Mitch and let
M.H.M work for you. 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

6 acres and 28x.80. 4 BR,
fenced & cross fenced.
Country living at its best.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

2 bedroom, 2 bath frame
house on 3/4 acre lot with 2
out. Building for sale by
owner. Down town Lee, Fl.
386-719-0421. City water.
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

03-1S-10-1057-000-000.
$59,000 price firm.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

2 bedroom, 1 bath frame
house fully furnished 

located at the mouth of the 
Suwannee, where the land,
sea and sky meet. Yard has
fruit trees and is fenced. 
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

191312-3285000K-0030.
Has city water, sewer and 

cable available.  
386-719-0421. 
$68,000.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

Cambridge Manor 
Apartments

404 Sumatra Avenue 
Office 102

“A Community Reserved
For Elderly And Disabled”
1+2 bedroom apartments
handicap+non handicap
HUD vouchers accepted
central heat & air, carpet,

electric stoves and 
refrigerators, on site 
manager, laundry
facilities and a 

community room. 
Call (850)-973-3786. TDD
711. Rental Office on site.

Equal housing 
opportunity.

“In accordance with 
federal law and 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 

disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply

to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 

discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of

Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

10/5 - rtn ,c

CDL Class A driver needed.
Clean MVR & driving

record. Dry van and reefer
work. 99% in the Southeast.
Part time and full time 

positions available. Mixed
OTR and local work. Home 
on weekends. Great for 

semi-retired. (850) 973-2747.
Now offering health 

insurance.
10/7, rtn, c

Firewood for Sale
Seasoned and split. 
Delivered to you. 
$100.00 a load. 
(850)-464-1230.

11/30 - rtn, n/c

Renovated 2-story,
3BR/2BATH house. 
Excellently located at
205 Shelby Street. Stucco 
Exterior. Convenient 

off-street parking. Free lawn
maintenance. $700.00. Dixie
Properties (850) 656-6340.

12/7 - rtn,c

Announcements
Advertise in Over 100 

Papers throughout Florida.
Call Advertising Networks of
Florida for statewide & 
regional advertising 
(866)-742-1373 

www.florida-classifieds.com.
Business Opportunities
START NOW! OPEN A
RED HOT DOLLAR, 
DOLLAR PLUS, 

MAILBOX, DISCOUNT
PARTY, DISCOUNT

CLOTHING, TEEN STORE,
FITNESS CENTER FROM
$51,900 WORLDWIDE!
WWW.DRSS20.COM
(800)-518-3064.

Education
ALLIED HEALTH career
training- Attend college

100% online. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified.
Call (800)-481-9409

www.CenturaOnline.com
Events

RED GREEN LIVE 
Experience this 

hilarious one-man show. 
April 5th, Tampa Theatre 
(800-745-3000), April 7th,
News-Journal Centre, 

Davidson Theatre, Daytona
State College. 
(800-595-4849) 
www.redgreen.com
Financial Services

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT
CASH NOW!!! $$$ As seen
on TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit

Dragging? Need 
$500-$500,000++within
48/hrs? Low rates APPLY
NOW BY PHONE! Call 
Today! Toll-Free: 
(800)-568-8321 

www.lawcapital.com
Help Wanted

Freight Up = More $ 2 Mos.
CDL Class A Driving Exp

(877)-258-8782 
www.meltontruck.com/drive

HIRING
EXPERIENCED/INEXPE-
RIENCED TANKER 

DRIVERS! Great Benefits
and Pay! New Fleet Volvo
Tractors! 1 Year OTR Exp.
Req. - Tanker Training 
Available. Call Today: 
(877)-882-6537 

www.OakleyTransport.com
Medical Billing Trainees
Needed! Train to become a
Medical Office Assistant! No
Experience needed! Job
Training & Local 

Placement assistance. HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! (888)-374-7294.
Drivers: RUN 5 STATE 
REGIONAL! Get Home
Weekends, Earn Up to

39¢/Mi, 1 yr OTR Flatbed
exp. req'd. SUNBELT
TRANSPORT, LLC 

(800)-572-5489 ext. 227.
Driver - Up to $.42/mile plus
$.02/mile safety bonus. Daily
Pay. Weekly Hometime. Van
and Refrigerated. CDL-A, 3
months recent experience 
required (800)-414-9569
www.driveknight.com

Land For Sale
20 Acres-Live On Land
NOW!! Only $99/mo. $0

Down, Owner Financing,
NO CREDIT CHECKS!
Near El Paso, Texas, 

Beautiful Mountain Views!
Free Color Brochure. 
(800)-755-8953 

www.sunsetranches.com
Miscellaneous

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, 

*Hospitality. Job placement
assistance. Computer 

available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified.
Call (877)-206-5165

www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA

approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)-314-3769
Real Estate

Cepcot Angus Farm 
Liquidation 464+ Ac, Homes
& Cattle 2/18/12, 10:00 AM

Erve Williams Road, 
Moultrie, GA Rowell 

Auctions (800)-323-8388
RowellAuctions.com

Schools & Instruction
Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to
work? 3 week accelerated
program. Hands on 

environment. Nationwide
certifications and Local Job
Placement Assistance! 
(877)-994-9904.

Comfortable Studio on 
quiet farm for individual.  
Call (850)-253-1222.

12/23 - rtn, pd

Cash For Junk.
Cars and trucks. 
Free removal. 
386-658-1030.

1/11-2/8, pd

Super, newly furnished 
1BR apartment. Twin beds 
included, washer/dryer.
Owner maintains lawn. 
Great neighborhood. 

Located at 193 Shelby Street. 
Off-street parking. 

$500.00. Dixie Properties 
(850) 656-6340.

6/29 - rtn,c

Great Opportunity!  Our 
local office is growing and
we need more help!  Are you
a bubbly person?  Do you
have a gorgeous smile and
want to help others have one
too?  Do you like working in
a fun atmosphere?  We may

have just the right
opportunity for you!  Call 
1-888-486-2408 for more
information and directions

on how to apply.
1/20 - rtn, c

Newly re-modeled 3 BD
home near Lake Francis in
Madison. $650 per month.
Credit, check and references
required. (850)-973-2215.

2/1, 2/8, c

J. M. Handy Man 
Home Repairs, LLC.

Pressure washing, painting,
concrete, wood decks, 

ceramic tile, laminated wood
available, mobile home 
repairs, RV leak repairs. 

850-828-6077 or 
850-584-2270.

2/1-??, c

SUBSCRIBE

Fill out the form below and send it in to:

Greene Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 772 • Madison, FL 32341

With money order or check payment
made out to Greene Publishing, Inc. in the
amount for the In or Out-of-County rate

$35 In County    $45 Out-of-County

Name:_________________________________
Address:________________________________
_______________________________________
City:___________________________________
State:_______________  Zip:_______________
Phone:___________________________________

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

2 BD 2 BA includes 
kitchen appliances, 

water and lawn maintenance. 
Close to town. Lake Front. 
$600/month, $800/security. 

(850)-464-7051 
or 464-7052. 

2/8, 2/15, pd

2 BD 1 BA Mobile Home
2 miles South of I-10 off
State Road 53 South. 

Rent $350, deposit $250.
(850)-971-5856.

2/8, 2/15, pd

2 BD Trailer For Rent
869-0916. 

2/8 - rtn, c
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----Legals----
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING: The District Board of Trustees of North Flori-
da Community College will hold its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, February
21, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the NFCC Board Room, NFCC, 325 NW Turner Davis
Dr., Madison, FL.  A copy of the agenda may be obtained by writing: NFCC, Of-
fice of the President, 325 NW Turner Davis Dr., Madison, FL 32340.  For disabil-
ity-related accommodations, contact the NFCC Office of College Advancement,
850-973-1653.  NFCC is an equal access/equal opportunity employer.

2/8

NOTICE OF HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF MADISON COUNTY ON AN APPLICATION FOR
AN EXTRAORDINARY HARDSHIP EXCEPTION TO THE COUNTY’S
MORATORIUM ON INTERNET CAFÉ AND SIMILAR BUSINESSES

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners of
Madison County, Florida, shall hold a public hearing to consider an application
for a hardship exception to Madison County Ordinance No. 2011-200.  This or-
dinance imposed a moratorium on new Internet Café and similar business in the
unincorporated area of the County, but allows the Board of County Commission-
ers to authorize an exception to the moratorium when it finds that the moratori-
um would impose an extraordinary hardship on an applicant.

APPLICANT: Jeffrey and Debra Knox
PLACE FOR WHICH
THE EXCEPTION
IS REQUESTED: Cherry Lake General Store

8037 N. SR 53
Madison, Florida 32340

DATE OF HEARING: February 15, 2012
TIME OF HEARING: 5:00 p.m.
PLACE OF HEARING: The Board of County Commissioners 

Meeting Room
Room No.  107
Madison County Courthouse Annex
229 S.W. Pinckney Street
Madison, Florida 32340

All interested parties may appear at the above hearing and be heard
with respect to the application.  The application and the above ordinance may be
inspected by the public during regular business hours at the office of the Clerk of
the Circuit Court of Madison County, Florida, in the Madison County Court-
house, Madison, Florida.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in such meeting, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Tim Sanders, Clerk of Court, at
Post Office Box 237, Madison, Florida 32341, telephone:(850) 973-1500, at least
3 working days prior to the meeting date; if you are hearing or voice impaired,
call 711.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at such meeting he or she will need a record of
the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

DATED on February 3, 2012.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
By:   /s/ Tim Sanders

Tim Sanders, 
Clerk

2/8

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, IN THE 
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF                              CASE NO.: 2011-113-CP
DIMPLE LENORA HUFF-DRIGGERS,

Deceased.
___________________________________/

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of DIMPLE LENORA HUFF-DRIGGERS,

deceased, Case Number 2011-113-CP pending in the Circuit Court for Madison
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 125 SW Range Avenue,
Madison, Florida 32340.  The name and address of the personal representative and
the personal representative's attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against the decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is served must file their claims with this
court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands
against the decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, must file their claim with this court WITHIN THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 
The date of first publication of this Notice to Creditors is February 8, 2012.

Attorney for the Personal Representative:                    Personal Representative:
/s/ Monica Taibl /s/ DORIS HARRIS
Monica Taibl                                                             DORIS HARRIS
FL BAR 035058                                                        406 NE Daylily Avenue
P.O. Box 836                                                             Madison, Florida 32340                                               
125 NE Range Avenue
Madison, FL 32340
(850) 973-1477

2/8, 2/15

/s/ Sgt. Bill Hart

2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29

GGiivvee yyoouurr
VVaalleennttiinnee ssoommeetthhiinngg GGrreeeennee
tthhiiss yyeeaarr -- vviissiitt ttoommmmyyggrreeeennee..ccoomm aanndd
cchhoooossee ffrroomm tthhee sseelleeccttiioonn ooff bbooookkss aanndd ffiinnee aarrtt pprriinnttss bbyy
aarrttiisstt aanndd aauutthhoorr TToommmmyy GGrreeeennee..

SSppeecciiaall VVaalleennttiinnee00ss DDaayy SSaallee --DDoouubbllee TTaakkee -- $$1122..0000
��lliisstt pprriiccee $$1155..0000��

DDoouubbllee TTaakkee iiss aa bbooookk iinntteennddeedd ttoo ffuueell tthhee iimmaaggiinnaa--
ttiioonnss ooff rreeaaddeerrss ooff aallll aaggeess..

TThhiiss rriicchhllyy iilllluussttrraatteedd bbooookk iiss ffiilllleedd wwiitthh wwoorrddss tthhaatt,,
oonn ffiirrsstt ggllaannccee,, hhaavvee oobbvviioouuss mmeeaanniinnggss.. AAss TToommmmyy
GGrreeeennee ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess,, tthhoouugghh,, tthheessee wwoorrddss ccaann mmaakkee tthhee
rreeaaddeerr ssttoopp aanndd ddoo aa ..DDoouubbllee TTaakkee..//

TThhee ttrruuee mmeeaanniinngg ooff eeaacchh ��DDoouubbllee TTaakkee�� wwoorrdd iiss eexx--
ppllaaiinneedd iinn aa sshhoorrtt,, iinnffoorrmmaattiivvee eessssaayy aanndd bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy iill--
lluussttrraatteedd wwiitthh aa hhiigghhllyy ddeettaaiilleedd ppaaiinnttiinngg.. AA ccaarrttoooonn bbyy
TToommmmyy GGrreeeennee aallssoo aaccccoommppaanniieess eeaacchh wwoorrdd,, sshhoowwiinngg tthhee
aalltteerrnnaattee mmeeaanniinngg tthhaatt mmiigghhtt bbee ccoonnjjuurreedd uupp iinn oonnee��ss
iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn.. ��6644 ppaaggeess,, ssoofftt ccoovveerr��

Unique Valentine’s
Day Gifts



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Nursing “homes” like Lake Park are not what peo-
ple used to imagine whenever they thought of  such
places. 

Today, a far more accurate term for such a facility
is nursing “center.”  Although these facilities do have
long-term, and in some cases, permanent residents
(usually elderly and/or disabled), they also treat pa-
tients who need short-term, intensive therapy, whether
physical, occupational or speech, at a skilled nursing fa-
cility in order to regain the strength, mobility and func-
tionality they once had, or at least enough of  what they
once had in order to be self-sufficient again.

Three of  Lake Park Nursing Center’s staff  visited
the Kiwanis Club Jan. 26 to talk about the kind of
skilled therapy and health care services Lake Park
Nursing Center has to offer. 

Karen Kocan came to Madison to be near her moth-
er, Dolly Ballard, who retired to Madison from South
Florida.  Kocan has worked as the Admissions/Market-
ing Director for Lake Park for the last seven and a half
years.  Ashley Sevor has worked as Lake Park’s Direc-
tor of  Social Services for the last ten years.  Bart Alford,
who has been a speech therapist for 16 years, has been
working with patients at Lake Park since 2002. 

Finally, there is Parker the therapy dog who spends

his days at Lake Park.  Orig-
inally, he spent the night
there as well, sleeping in a
crate, but he had trouble
with separation anxiety
when left alone; he now
goes home with a different
staff  member each
evening.  

Parker had been
starved and abused before
he was rescued, ending up
at the animal shelter; he
was then adopted by Lake
Park staffers and trained to
be a “therapy dog” for the
patients and residents. 

He has also turned out
to be a highly intelligent an-
imal who has free roam of
the facility, because he has been successfully trained as
to where he can and cannot go.  He knows he is not al-
lowed in the dining hall except during Bingo games,
and he knows the difference between Bingo sessions
and meal times.  He also knows he is not allowed in pa-
tients’ rooms unless accompanied by a staff  member.

In speaking to a Kiwanis member shortly after the
presentation, Kocan described how Parker had become
much more to many residents than just a therapy ani-
mal; he has also become a substitute for dearly loved
pets who had to be left at home, or even given up, situa-
tions Kocan described as “heartbreaking.”  Parker
brings such patients comfort and fills a void in their
lives.  

“It’s amazing, the joy that an animal can bring,”
said Kocan, which is why Parker is such an important
part of  the therapeutic environment of  Lake Park.

Bart Alford’s speech therapy practice includes pa-
tients ranging in age from infants to geriatric; current-
ly his oldest patient is 103.  One of  the best parts of  his
job, he says, is seeing people, who had once been his pa-
tients, on the street or in the grocery store; these are
people who were once impaired, who have either made
great strides or are fully back to normal functionality.
He has also been in practice long enough to see children
he had once worked with in kindergarten now graduat-
ing from high school.

Any number of  injuries or ailments can leave
someone speech impaired, including strokes, Parkin-
son’s disease, traumatic brain injury, or even complica-
tions after surgery; one of  the most common
speech-affecting risks of  surgery are blood clots form-
ing and then breaking loose, causing strokes.

In all cases, but especially in the case of  strokes, the
earlier intervention and therapy begins, the better.

Another ailment that can affect speech is difficulty
in swallowing.  This is a fairly common ailment among
Alford’s caseload, and it has to be treated intensely and
aggressively; otherwise patients with swallowing diffi-

culties run the risk of  aspirating food particles into
their lungs and developing pneumonia as a result.

Alzheimer’s can also cause speech difficulty.  In cas-
es like these, the patient not only has trouble speaking,
but also has trouble remembering common everyday
things and profound events in their own lives; one of
the things that seemed to help were the “memory
books” many families had made for patients; Alford
noted that the more pictures these books contained of
the patients all through their lives, the more effective
they were.  In particular, these books were effective in
helping patients get through the “sundowning” peri-
ods, those afternoons and evenings when Alzheimer’s
and other dementias are often at their worst.

However, several other conditions can mimic
Alzheimer’s symptoms of  confusion and mental foggi-
ness.  Urinary tract infections, pernicious anemia, and
dehydration are only a few.  Some pain medications can
also be culprit.  If  a patient manifests symptoms of
mental confusion, especially if  the onset is sudden, he
or she should be checked for these other conditions that
are not only reversible, but are dangerous if  left un-
treated.

Alzheimer’s onset is almost always gradual and sub-
tle.  The first skills lost are the higher order thinking skills,
such as the ability to keep track of  checking accounts and
other finances.  Another early sign of  Alzheimer’s is get-
ting lost while driving in neighborhoods that are well
known and very familiar to the driver.

When it comes to physical therapy, perhaps the
kind most people are familiar with is that which takes
place after hip, knee or shoulder replacement surgery.
Sometimes, once the patient is released from the hospi-
tal and sufficiently recovered, the therapy can be done
on an out-patient basis.  

In addition to giving long-term residents a comfort-
able, healthy environment that sees to both their physi-
cal and emotional wellbeing, it provides the short-term
rehab patients the intense, highly skilled nursing care
and therapy they need to regain their independence.

“Our goal is for people to go home,” said Alford.  
The goal for all patients, he added, whether they are

permanent residents or shorter-term rehabilitation
cases, is to get them to the highest and the safest level of
functionality they can reach, for the best quality of  life
they can have, no matter what their age.

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Several Madison resi-
dents are participating in
the second annual Hos-
pice Half  & Dewey Dash.
There are three different
options for runners to
participate: the One Mile
Fun Run, the Dewey Dash
5K and the Hospice Half,
which is 13 miles. Both
routes will begin at Dash-
er Church of  Christ and
Georgia Christian School
in Dasher, Ga. off  of  Hwy
41. Water stations will be
set up every two miles.
There will be music and
announcing at the finish
line.

Dee Hall, one of  the
Madison residents partic-
ipating in the One Mile
Fun Run, stated, “I’ve
been running with my
dogs to get in shape for
the one-miler. After doing
this run, I plan on trying
a 5K.”

Carmen Vasquez, a
Madison resident com-
peting in the Dewey Dash
5K, explained her train-
ing regimen, “We train
four days a week. We run
all four days and two days
a week we do some kind
of  workout, like aero-
bics.”

The run will be held
on February 18. The cost
to enter is $40 for the Hos-
pice Half, $17 for the
Dewey Dash 5K and $15
for the One Mile Fun
Run. To register to join
the run, visit www.ac-
tive.com and search Hos-
pice Half  & Dewey Dash.
Registration for the race
closes on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18, at 11:59 p.m.
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION

Empowering Our Community. 
Improving Health.

February 16
6pm – 8pm
Pearlman Cancer Center Participating Physicians:  

Fernando Alvarado, DDS; 
C. Heather Hardy, DMD;

Mili Hunt, DDS; Kristopher Lay, MD;   
Charles L. Stewart, DMD; Shane Wood, DMD;  

J. Barclay Woodward, DMD;  
Samuel E. Worthington, IV, DMD 

*Requires registration

*To register,  
visit sgmc.org and click 
on “Classes & Events” 

or call 229.333.1074

         FREE
Oral Cancer  
Screening*  

Madison
Residents
Participate
In Hospice
Half &

Dewey Dash

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The 55 Plus Club is holding its regular monthly
luncheon Wednesday, Feb. 8 at noon at the United
Methodist Cooperative Ministries Center at the cor-
ner of  Colin Kelley Highway and NE Dill Ave., about
five miles north of  town.  

The First United Methodist Church of  Madison
will be serving the lunch this time and the Club is
excited about having Pam Wilson, Executive Direc-
tor of  the Big Bend Hospice Foundation, on hand to
give the presentation.  She will be talking about the
services Big Bend Hospice offers as well as the re-
cent change Hospice has made. 

Clerk of  Circuit Court Tim Sanders, who is also
on the Board of  Directors for Big Bend Hospice, will
be on hand to introduce Wilson.

The 55 Plus Club meets the second Wednesday of
every month at noon at the UMCM building and is
free and open to any one in Madison County 55 or
older.  There are no fees or dues or registration.  Just
come on out and enjoy good food and hear fascinat-
ing guest speakers addressing topics of  interest to
Madison’s seniors.

For more information on the 55 Plus Club or any
of  the other outreach ministries of  the United
Methodist Cooperative Ministries, contact Deborah
Brown at (850) 929-4938.

55 Plus Club To Host Pam
Wilson Of Big Bend Hospice

Lake Park Nursing Center Staffers Visit Kiwanis

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, January 26, 2012

(Left to right) Ashley Sevor, holding Parker’s leash, Parker the therapy dog,
Karen Kocan and Bart Alford speak to Kiwanis about the Lake Park Nursing Cen-
ter of Madison.
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