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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing,
Inc. 

A fire that erupted
Monday, Dec. 26, was
contained to one room
and the attic. 

According to
Madison Fire and Res-
cue, they responded to
a fire at a residence on
Moore Street. The resi-
dent of  the home was
Gracie Roberson.

The fire depart-
ment said there was
smoke damage but the
bedroom had pretty
much burnt up. 

The damage was
contained to the bed-
room and the attic. 

No one was in-
jured in the fire. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A Madison man was killed
early Christmas Eve morning
when his 2004 Nissan struck a
tree.

According to a Florida
Highway Patrol report, Melvin
James Mathis, Jr., 26, of  Madi-

son, was traveling west on Old
County Camp Road. 

Mathis failed to maintain a
single lane and traveled onto the
south shoulder, where his Nis-
san struck a tree.

Mathis was pronounced
dead on the scene by Madison
County EMS.

The Madison County Sher-
iff ’s Office, Madison Police De-
partment, Madison County EMS
and Madison Fire and Rescue
assisted FHP at the scene. 

FHP Cpl. Donnie Pitts was
the accident investigator, as
well as the homicide investiga-
tor. 

Photo submitted

Wow! Lee is a great place to live. On Friday morning a bunch of men came
together to build a pillar of the community a ramp so Joe Odom could access
his home. Chief Reese Thomas, Jeremy Pryor, and Ted Thomas from the Lee
Volunteer Fire Department, along with Leroy Rutherford Jr., Tri-County Elec-
tric Co-op; Gary Howell, Richard Anderson, Bens Towing; and Leroy Ruther-
ford Sr., Woodmen of The World Lodge and Willie Odom (Uncle Joe’s little
brother) made it happen despite a little rain. A great big thank you to all who
helped. Pictured left to right: Jeremy Pryor, Leroy Rutherford, Sr., Ted
Thomas and Leroy Rutherford, Jr.

One Caught, 12 Sought
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Madison Man Killed
Christmas Eve

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Emerald Greene, December 24, 2011

Probation and Parole has announced that it has captured one absconder, Dustin Lee Orvis,
while they continue to search for 12 more fugitives from justice. Anyone with any information
on these suspects is asked to call Jarrett Jarvis at Probation and Parole at (850) 973-5096.

Volunteers
Prove Lee 
Is A Great

Place To Live

Fire
Causes
Damage



When tackling
Social Security’s nag-
ging problem of  un-
der funding and
future insolvency,
there is a steady
drumbeat to raise the
limit of  income sub-
ject to the tax, also
known as the Social
Security wage cap.  Most
of  us don’t reach that cap
with our monthly wages
and salary, so we’re not
aware of  the limit.  This
year, the cap is $106,800.
Next year, it rises to
$110K.  Any income (wages and salary) above that
amount is not subject to the 12.4 percent FICA tax.
It sounds so easy to advocate raising or even

eliminating the wage cap.  Why not do it?  Let me
give you a couple of  important reasons why we
shouldn’t.
Let’s review a little history.  That’s always a

good place to start when considering any problem.
Here are two important questions to ask before we
“jump off  the wage cap cliff.”  First, how long have
wages been subject to a Social Security wage cap
and second, why was a cap originally put in place?
Ever since Social Security was enacted and

signed into law in 1935, there has been a cap on in-
come subject to the FICA (Federal Insurance Con-
tribution Act) tax.  In 1939, the limit was the first
$3000 of  income.  Today, it is more than $100K, but
inflation takes its toll.
Why did the originators of  Social Security es-

tablish an income cap in the first place?  For one
thing, they correctly reasoned that high earners
were planning for retirement on their own without
government assistance.  But even more important-
ly, they guaranteed that everyone enrolled in Social
Security would receive all they put in to the pro-
gram plus interest.  Without the income cap, that
guarantee would fall apart.
Don’t believe me?  In 1936, a well-meaning New

Dealer by the name of  Ethyl Smith wrote a four-
page pamphlet explaining Social Security to the av-

erage American
worker.  It was given
to every working
American enrolled in
the system.  In the
pamphlet, Ethyl
wrote this: “What
you get from the gov-
ernment plan will al-
ways be more than

you have paid in taxes
and usually more than
you can get for yourself
by putting away the
same amount of  money
each week in some oth-
er way.”    

Ethyl wrote some other pretty amazing things
in that pamphlet which incidentally, you can find
on the Social security website.  It is easy to critique
and criticize her statements, but I’m certain that
when she wrote these words 75 years ago, she
meant everything and believed it to be true.  Ethyl
was looking into a crystal ball and predicting the
future.  Today, we have the advantage of  three-quar-
ters of  a century of  experience – the crystal ball is
much clearer.
But this much is clear – if  there had been no

cap on earnings subject to the payroll tax, Ethyl
Smith could not have written those words in her
pamphlet.  Likely, there would have been no Social
Security either.  The income cap was a fundamental
element of  the original FICA.
If  you’re an ardent student of  what I’ve written

about Social Security over the past six years, you
know that I’m an advocate for reform to update the
Depression era program to something that will
work in the 21st Century.  So this is what I would
say to those who want to eliminate the income cap
– fine, but my price is total reform of  the system.
To use the existing system and eliminate the pay-
roll cap would be akin to removing the cornerstone
from the foundation of  a building – it undermines
the foundation.
The income cap was a fundamental assumption

that the FICA was based upon 76 years ago.  I will
fight its elimination tooth and nail.  
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Red, White and True
Mysteries

Another year has come and gone.  Time flies so
fast. It’s time to take down the Christmas tree and
bring in the New Year with a fresh new start.
With the ending of  another year of  our lives, we

must not look back at the past, but look forward to a
new beginning with 2012. 

Bring the past only if  you are going to build from
it. ~Doménico Cieri Estrada

What you need to know about the past is that no
matter what has happened, it has all worked together
to bring you to this very moment.  And this is the mo-
ment you can choose to make everything new.  Right
now. ~Author Unknown
I wish all of  you a happy and prosperous New

Year.
Until then….see you around the town.

Happy New
Year!

Chelsea Lannon invented a diaper with a pocket
to hold a baby wipe and baby powder, but she could-
n’t get a patent without some help. 
The Thompson sisters, Theresa and Mary, in-

vented a solar tepee and called it a “Wigwarm.”
Pretty clever name, but the sisters weren’t able to
get a patent on their own. 
Suzanna Goodin invented an edible spoon-

shaped cracker. She even won a grand prize for her
invention yet she, too, needed some help to get a
patent.  
Why couldn’t these young women get patents on

their own? Was it because property laws prevented
women from owning property, including patents,
during part of  the 1700’s and 1800’s? 
No, because all of  the above inventors were

born in the 1900’s. Besides, inventor Robert Patch
had the same problem as the other four inventors.
So did Brandon Whale and his brother, Spencer,
when they invented separate devices to help hospi-
tal patients. 
Why, then, couldn’t these inventors receive

patents on their own?
It was because they weren’t even 10 years old

yet!
Young Ms. Lannon was only 8 years old when

she invented the diaper with a pocket in 1994, and
the Thompson sisters were only 8 and 9 when they
invented their solar teepee in 1960. Ms. Goodin was
only 6 when she invented her prize-winning edible
spoon-shaped cracker.
Robert Patch was only 6 in 1963 when he re-

ceived a patent for a toy truck that could be changed
into different types of  trucks.
Brandon Whale invented the “PaceMate” in 1998

to improve the electrical conductivity of  his moth-

er’s sensor-bracelets after she had an operation for a
pacemaker implant. Brandon’s brother, Spencer,
created a device to attach IV’s to the wheeled vehi-
cles that child patients rode in, allowing the IV’s to
stay in place. 
In the end, each of  these young inventors, ex-

cept the Whale brothers, received patents for their
great ideas.
By comparison, how old were some of  the more

famous inventors when they first achieved success? 
Thomas Edison was 21 when he received his

first patent, which was for a vote counter intended
to speed things up in Congress. Despite the benefits
it offered, it never made it onto the market. 
Margaret Knight was 30 when she invented the

machine that makes the square-bottom paper bags
in 1871, and that type of  bag is still being used today.
Alexander Graham Bell was 29 when he invented
the telephone in 1876. Mattel co-founder Ruth Han-
dler was 43 years old when she introduced the world
to the Barbie Doll in 1959.
The United States Patent Office does not have an

age requirement for receiving a patent. Most inven-
tors, though, whether they’re 8 or 80, need the assis-
tance of  a patent attorney to either prepare their
patent application or at least review it before sub-
mitting it to the patent office. And most child inven-
tors need to get some parental assistance when
paying for the patent application and attorney fees.

# # #

Paul Niemann can be reached at
niemann7@aol.com 

© Paul Niemann 2011

What Kept These Inventors From 
Obtaining Patents On Their Own?
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Recently, Joan
Sootkoos was named
North Florida Work-
force’s “Workforce
Professional Champi-
on.”  At the Workforce
Professional Develop-
ment Academy in Or-
lando (December 7-9),
she was honored with
other regional Cham-
pions in a special cer-
emony.  

The Workforce
Professional Champi-
on Award is described
as a commendation
with which “one is ac-
knowledged to be bet-

ter than all others.”  The individuals nominated for
the award have been recognized for sharing their
expertise and going far beyond the traditional ex-
pectations of  their job.  Sootkoos, who came to
Workforce as a dislocated worker in 2010, was hired
shortly thereafter as the Workforce Innovation Act
(WIA) Adult Career Consultant.  She was previous-
ly employed as an Adult Education/GED Prep In-
structor with North Florida Community College.

When Sootkoos isn’t busy with her own case-
load as a Career Consultant, she’s pitching in in the
Resource Room to provide services and assist with
workshops available to
all jobseekers.  Her in-
nate ability to guide job-
seekers gently, nurturing
them and promoting pos-
itive outcomes, has been
beneficial to North Flori-
da Workforce.  Although
she’s only been employed
by Workforce since early
2010, she’s made a huge
impact on her team.  

According to team-
mate Jaime Greene,
“Joan Sootkoos is inno-
vation personified to our
team.  From the moment
she started, she provided
a shot of  new energy and
inspiration.  Her re-
sourcefulness and varied
background of  expertise
has proven effective in
motivating her cus-
tomers, as well as her
coworkers.  She looks for
any opportunity to en-
hance her customers’ job
seeking experience, even
creating a personalized
profile to allow them to
shine.  She is a leader in
customer service to her
coworkers and cus-
tomers, seeking out the
hard cases to find a way
to brighten their day.
Joan comes to the office
with a smile on her face
every day and she is an
inspiration to us all to as-
sist our customers to the
fullest extent.” 

Sootkoos is original-
ly from the Miami area.
She and her husband,
Dennis, enjoy outdoor ac-
tivities, including gar-
dening, cycling and
kayaking.  

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Since it was just
three days before Christ-
mas, the Kiwanis meet-
ing was a little different.   

Edith Day, the guest
speaker, was explaining
how some of  America’s
most beloved Christmas
traditions came about.  

Opening with a dra-
matic reading of  “Twas
the Night Before Christ-
mas,” arguably one of
the best known poems
penned by an American
(Clement Clarke Moore
in 1822), she told those
gathered about how this
one 19th century poem is
largely responsible for
the modern conception
of  Santa Claus, from his
rotund appearance to
his mode of  transporta-
tion, a sleigh pulled by
the eight flying reindeer
named Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, etc.

The Christmas tree
came to us from Ger-
many, where legend has
it that while St. Boniface
was converting the an-
cient Germans to Chris-
tianity some 1000 years
ago, he came across a
group of  pagans still
worshipping an old oak.
Furious, he had the oak
cut down, only to see a
young fir tree spring up
in its place.  

The astonished saint
took the fir tree to be a
sign of  the Christian
faith.  Ever since then,
the fir tree, with its ever-
green branches uplifted
and always pointed to
the sky, has been closely

associated with the
Christmas season, be-
coming a symbol of  im-
mortality and peace. 

However, it wasn’t
until the 16th century
that people began taking
fir trees indoors and
lighting them with can-
dles attached to the
branches.  Martin
Luther is said to have
been the first to do this,
celebrating the joy of
Christmas with a deco-
rated tree lit with can-
dles.

Poinsettias come
from the Mexican tradi-
tion of  surrounding the
town square with poin-
settia plants during the
Christmas season.

Then, Day spoke of
childhood Christmases
in Denmark with Grand-
ma and Grandpa Han-
son, who had their own
Christmas tradition of
putting the tree out in
the very center of  the
living room.  As she told
of  the wonderful memo-
ries of  Christmases with
her grandparents and
other family members
gathered around the big
tree in the living room,
she began calling on
those gathered at the
meeting to share some of
their own Christmas tra-
ditions and special
Christmas memories.

Jerome Wyche was
six years old the very
first time he saw Santa
Claus in person, and re-
calls that it was “scary.”

Allen Cherry re-
members a very special
Christmas program

from his childhood at
Lee Methodist Church,
with Mrs. Margaret Al-
mond reading the
Christmas story.

George Willis recalls
Christmases during the
depression with no elec-
tricity, yet there was still
joy in finding nuts,
fruits, and maybe one or
two other small surpris-
es in their stockings
Christmas morning.

Roy Ellis and his sis-
ter used to set stuff  out
for Santa, and because
the house had no chim-
ney, they always had to
make sure the door was
unlocked.

Jim Holben remem-
bers his favorite child-
hood Christmas as the
year he got a horse, his
older sister got a bike
and his younger sister, a
tricycle.  “And that was
just last year!” he said.

Mary Ann Sanders
remembers riding to the
Christmas tree lot with
her parents and siblings,
singing Christmas car-
ols all the way there and
back.

Cindy Vees remem-
bers Christmases with
her children and a shiny
aluminum Christmas
tree with a rotating col-
ored light beneath it.

Lucille Day remem-
bers getting a tricycle
when she was three, and
wanting to know how
Santa got through the
fence and the gate to get
to the house.  In her
adulthood, she remem-
bers re-wrapping many
presents her son

Michael had unwrapped
early, and the Christmas
tree always being
“Michaelized” – pushed
over – and having to be
set upright again.

Joyce Bethea re-
members her dad going
to the store and coming
back home with the
trunk full of  gifts for
everyone. One year, over-
come with curiosity, un-
wrapped her presents
early to see what was in
them, then carefully
rewrapped them.  The
next day, she discovered
that without the element
of  surprise and anticipa-
tion, unwrapping the
gifts under the tree was-
n’t nearly as much fun.
“I discovered that I
wanted to be surprised.”
She said.  “I never did
that again.” 

Frances Ginn has al-
ways enjoyed a two-week
celebration during the
Christmas holiday sea-
son, celebrating one
week with one side of
the family and the next
week with the other side,
a tradition that contin-
ues to this day. 

After the meeting
adjourned, people were
talking over last minute
shopping trips and other
details, but mostly they
were looking forward to
spending some time
with their families,
many of  whom were
adult children and
grandchildren coming
in from out of  town.
Others were traveling
themselves to see distant
family members and

friends they didn’t get to
see very often at other
times of  the year.

As they dispersed,
wishing each other
Merry Christmas and
happy holidays, it made
one think of  the last

two lines of  the poem
that Edith Day had read
a little earlier:  And I
heard them exclaim e’re
they drove out of  sight,
“Happy Christmas to
all and to all a good
night.”
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NOTICE OF 
CITY ELECTION

CITY OF MADISON, FLORIDA

The City of Madison will hold an 
election on March 13, 2012, for the 

purpose of electing (2) two 
Commissioners for a term of (4) four
years each.  The districts involved in

the elections are 2 and 3.  The 
qualifying time is from noon January
23, 2012 until noon, January 27, 2012.

For further information, please call Lee
Anne Hall, City Clerk at 973-5081.

Green Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 26, 2011

All dressed up in her Christmas clothes and
brimming with Christmas spirit, Edith Day brings a
special sense of joy and celebration to the Dec. 22
Kiwanis Club meeting. 

Happy Christmas To All And To All
A Good Night, From Kiwanis

Sootkoos Named Champion

Photo submitted

Joan Sootkoos, North
Florida Workforce Profes-
sional Champion



By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Car shows and soul food and gospel, oh my! On Fri-
day, February 17, and Saturday February 18, HottCoffey
Records and the On The Rise TV Show will be bringing
a festival of  epic proportions to Madison County. The fes-
tival is being held at the Madison County Recreation
Center, located at 320 SW Arnold St. in Madison.

There will be live performances by Tank on
Paint, Ceeje the Kid, Essence Green, Rashonda Den-
son and many more. There will be a cake auction and
car show during the festival. There will also be live
celebrity entertainment, gospel shows and official
parties. There will also be plenty of  soul food for
everyone to enjoy.

Not only are Madison residents invited to the fes-
tival, those in the surrounding counties are as well.
There will be a chance that those who attend could
end up on TV thanks to FMN Live Productions. 

“Our main focus is trying to get the community
together as a whole to come out and have a good time.
We are inviting everyone in all of  the surrounding ar-
eas to join us. We might even have some people com-
ing from Jacksonville and Miami area. The main
purpose of  this is trying to help support the recre-
ation center by trying to remove some of  the financial
burdens that they have. Also, we are trying to have
fun. I have invited some prominent members of  soci-

ety to try to expand the
effort,” said Clifford
Brown, who is helping
put together the event. 

You can visit the
website at youtube
.com/Ddj5starstunna or
myspace.com/DJ Prince
of  Jville . You can call
Diddy Coffee for regis-
tration information and
vendor info at 904-576-
2568. You can also call
Clifford Brown at 904-
654-1428.

By Ginger Jarvis
Greene Publishing, Inc.

At their regular meet-
ing on December 13, Madi-
son’s city commissioners
accepted a bid from
Brandies to demolish the
Elnora Franklin home at
279 SE Pride Street. Super-
visor of  Public Works
Chuck Hitchcock present-
ed bids from Brandies,
Kinsley, Blanton, McGhee,
and Live Oak Management
Group.

Hitchcock further re-
ported that the Zoning
Board is considering a spe-
cial exemption for Lisa
Tuten for a preschool/day
care facility in a property
that had earlier been listed
for demolition. They are
also working with Roy Mil-
liron for a special exemp-
tion for a church on Priest
Street in the former insur-
ance building just north of
the Woman’s Club build-
ing. 

He also reported that
work has begun on re-
vamping the boiler system
at North Florida Commu-
nity College. Boilers in ex-
isting buildings (except for
the Student Center) will be
placed in a newly-con-
structed boiler room. The
cost for the work is set at
$526,000.

Hitchcock reported

that he is awaiting the final
plans from the CRA for the
new hospital. Zoning for
the hospital has been ap-
proved. 

In other reports, Police
Chief  Gary Calhoun stated
that the arrest of  a man
who crashed a stolen vehi-
cle cleared several crimes
including residential bur-
glaries, vehicle burglaries,
and another stolen vehicle.
He said that stolen proper-
ty has been recovered.

Fire Chief  Alfred Mar-
tin reported that he is
presently seeking a fire-
fighter to replace William
Howard, who recently re-
signed. He also said that
the department is present-
ly testing all hoses.

The commissioners re-
viewed employee holidays
for 2012. The list includes
12 holidays, starting with
New Year’s Day on Mon-
day, January 2, 2012. 
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Martha Lou Bell
Provan, 74, died Satur-
day, December 24, 2011,
at Lake Park of  Madi-
son.

Graveside funeral
services will be Tuesday,
December 27, 2011, at 11
a.m. at Midway Ceme-
tery. Visitation was held
Monday, December 26,
2011, from 5-7 p.m. at
Beggs Funeral Home. 

She was born in
Madison, where she
lived all her life.

She was survived by
one daughter, Libby
Headley; two sisters,
Carol Harrington (Jer-
ry) of  Valdosta, Ga., and
Marie McNicol (Doug) of
Lee; a sister-in-law, Car-
lene Bell; one grandson,
Nathan Bearden; and
several nieces and
nephews.

Beggs Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrange-
ments, (850) 973-2258.

Martha
Lou Bell
Provan

Jimmy and Hilda Dixon invite you 
to join them in their 50th wedding 

anniversary celebration.

Saturday 12/31/11
Gathering at 11:30 a.m.

332 NE Chamomile Way, Madison
Buffet 12 noon

Just your presence 

Obituary

Madison Accepts Bid
For Home Demolition

Inaugural Northeast 
Soul Food Festival
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The last time folks saw her at the 39ers Club, she
was Suzi Jeanette, rock-star alter-ego of  Sarah Jean
Copeland.

This time, she was Sarah…Unchained.
Copeland, Rev. John Hopwood, Bob Smith, Faye

Todd and Ginger Jarvis brought quite a lively and
varied holiday performance to the Dec. 20 meeting
of  the 39ers Club in the Grace Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall.

Grace Presbyterian’s pianist Faye Todd played a
medley of  Christmas carols while everyone enjoyed
lunch in a holiday setting of  green tablecloths and
golden tinsel.  Moments later, Todd played accompa-
niment for Bob Smith, who opened the show with a
song specially requested by Liz Sullivan, “Oh Danny
Boy.”

Then, with the help of  a headscarf  and sun-
glasses, Sarah Jean Copeland transformed herself
into Sarah…Unchained, belting out “What A Christ-
mas to Have the Blues,” while Ginger Jarvis played
the piano.

She also sang several “Christmas With a Twist”
duets, accompanied by Rev. John Hopwood on the
guitar, singing familiar Christmas carols paired
with well-known hymns sung to a different melody.
“O Come Emanuel” was paired with “Rock of  Ages”
and “O little Town of  Bethlehem” with “Amazing
Grace.”

Alternating between standing at the micro-
phone and playing the electronic keyboard,
Copeland sang harmony with the Reverend for sev-

eral more Christmas songs, including “Angels We
Have Heard on High” and “What Child is This,” clos-
ing the show with a sing-along of  “Silent Night.”

The 39ers Club meets at noon the third Tuesday
of  every other month in the Grace Presbyterian Fel-

lowship Hall.  The meetings and the lunch are free.
Anyone who is “39” or above, and who enjoys meet-
ing friends for good food, good music and a good
time is welcome…no matter how many times
they’ve been 39! 

Christmas With A Twist At 39ers Club

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 20, 2011

Bob Smith delivers a solid performance of “Oh
Danny Boy” at the 39ers Club.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 20, 2011

Sarah Jean Copeland becomes Sarah…Un-
chained for “What a Christmas to Have the Blues.”

Over thirty volunteers participated in recent
yard cleaning and porch fix-ups during the Senior
Appreciation Day held in November and December
at the homes of  senior citizens. The work days were
arranged through the Madison County Senior Cen-
ter.

A breakfast was held December 3 at the Senior
Center to start the day. Teams of  volunteers, many
from area churches, fanned out to help seniors in
Madison, Cherry Lake, Lee and Lamont, with chores
they can no longer do themselves.

“It was an enjoyable day for all of  us. These vol-
unteers are touching lives,” said Executive Director,
Rosa Richardson of  the Senior Citizens Council of
Madison County, which operates the Senior Center.

Pastor Timmy Dyke from Pine Grove Baptist
was able to purchase rakes and shovels through gen-
erous donations made to the Senior Center.

Boyz to Kings began to work in November and
they plan to continue throughout the year providing
help to frail senior citizens. Boyz to King supporters
Marvin “Merv” Mattair, Charles W. Fulmer, Sr.,
Charles Kenneth Fulmer, Jr., and members David
Orr and Isaiah Gaster participated in the Dec. 3
work day.

Other volunteers that put muscle into Senior
Appreciation Day were: James A. Ray, president of
the Senior Citizens Council of  Madison County
board of  directors, Tom Cisco, Hank Grote, John
Johnson, Sania Glee, Jackie, Tonya, Caleb and
Joshua Watts, Tom Waddail, Betty Maher, Renee and
Diane Kilpatrick, Sally Marie Clavell and Sally A.
McNealy Clavell, Roy and Bryce Mosley, John Peter-
son, Carol and Nicolas Rykard, Glenn, Courtney and
Camryn Strickland, along with Stephanie, Taylor
and Lexie Reyna.

“We’ll starting paint and ramp projects in the
Spring,” said Case Manager Valencia Johnson. Indi-
viduals, churches and groups wishing to participate
may call (850) 973-4241.

Madison County Senior Center staff  members
participating in Senior Appreciation Day were Rosa
Richardson, director, Elaine Hartley, lead case man-
ager, Betty Johnson, nutritional manager, Valencia
Johnson, case manager, Angie Cisco, Older Ameri-
can Act coordinator and Marianne Graves, AA/pub-
lic relations.

Senior Appreciation Day
Touches Lives

Photo submitted

Over thirty volunteers participated in recent yard
cleaning and porch fix-ups during the Senior Appre-
ciation Day held in November and December at the
homes of senior citizens.
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AROUND MADISON COUNTY

wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”
Serving North Florida

MADISON, JEFFERSON, SUWANNEE & HAMILTON COUNTIES

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

We Are Here To Earn Your Business
&

Keep Your Business

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $3.19 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

Guess & Sons
PU#706348

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

At 5:30 p.m., just before the Dec. 16 drawing for the
Princess Cottage on the courthouse lawn, several
Madison County High School boys were still working
downtown selling those last few tickets for the MCHS
baseball team fundraiser.

Lynn Brown and several others were holding up
“Last Chance for Tickets” signs for the passing traffic
on Base Street.  In those final moments before the
drawing, several people did pull over and roll down
their car windows to purchase a few last-minute
chances on the little house on the courthouse lawn.

Amid the last minute tickets sales, Maria Tyson
was busy tallying up money and putting the ticket
stubs in the big pink plastic bin.  As the time was
winding down, and the courthouse clock was striking

six, those who were out and about selling tickets were
called back, while Maria made sure all their ticket
stubs were in the box and no one was still out selling.  

Once all the ticket stubs were accounted for, and
after several people had taken turns stirring the tick-
ets, shaking the container and turning it over and
over, the lid came off  and Coach Barrs drew the win-
ning ticket:

And the winner is…Jerry Jackson.    
The second drawing, for the second place prize of

a gun, Barrs pulled out the ticket belonging to Dianne
Scroggs.

The third place prize, a $50 gift card from the
Busy Bee, went to Leigh Ann Browning.

The final total raised for the MCHS baseball pro-
gram: $9465.

“We are so thankful to the community for their

support,” Maria stated. “And for the donations from
Studstill and the Busy Bee.”

A few days earlier, Lynn Brown had also spoken
of  Studstill Lumber’s contributions of  materials,
both for the little white wooden playhouse that was
raffled off  for Christmas of  2010 and the little pink
Princess Cottage this year; this year alone, about
$2000 worth of  construction materials went into the
Princess Cottage.  “They have really gone and be-
yond,” said Brown.  

As for the talented elven hands that created the
little cottage, they wish to remain anonymous, but the
ladies who organized the event want to thank him and
all the elves around town who helped make the
fundraiser such a success.

Congratulations to Jerry Jackson, Dianne Scrog-
gs and Leigh Ann Browning.

Dreaming Of A Pink Christmas:  And the Winner Is….

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 16, 2011

The Cowboy prospects, who will be trying out for the team in January, all
pitched in to sell tickets and help make the fundraiser a success.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, December 16, 2011.

Jerry Jackson is the winner of the Princess Cottage for Christmas 2011.
Congratulations!

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) returns to the Madison County
Senior Center in February to give res-
idents age 60 and over help to complete
their taxes at no charge.

“We will have the VITA site open
at the Senior Citizens Council every
other Saturday, beginning Saturday,
February 4,” said Megan Earnhardt of
the United Way of  the Big Bend, based
in Tallahassee, which sponsors the
program.

The Senior Center will be open the
following dates:  opening Feb. 4,
Feb.18, March 3, March  17, March  31

as well as April  14, the last day for tax
assistance.

For more information, contact the
Madison County Senior Center at (850)
973-4241. Their address is 1161 SW Har-
vey Greene Drive in Madison, just off
State Road 14 South.

Seniors Get Ready For Tax Season



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When it comes to marketing know-how, the to-
bacco industry is a force to be reckoned with, seem-
ingly always a step or two ahead of  efforts to
discourage or prevent tobacco initiation among
teenagers and children.  Tobacco-free initiatives
are often working to counter the industry’s latest
marketing strategy.

When cigarette sales to minors were banned
outright, the industry began marketing candy-fla-
vored tobacco products which, it could be argued,
are made to appeal to minors.  Tobacco-free initia-
tives have been working hard to counteract this
tactic and educate the community about the addic-
tive nature and health risks associated with all to-
bacco products, whether candy-flavored, smokeless
or otherwise.  Tobacco Free Madison and lo-
cal Students Working Against Tobacco
(SWAT) members, have secured reso-
lutions from the Board of  County
Commissioners, the Town of  Lee
and the City of  Greenville, en-
couraging tobacco retailers to
consider the benefits of  volun-
tary policy that restricts the
sale of  flavored tobacco prod-
ucts in their stores.  This means
that retailers are being asked to
consider that if  they chose to not
sell flavored tobacco products in
their stores, fewer youth would be in-
fluenced by the marketing tactics of  Big
Tobacco which means fewer Madison youth
will become addicted to tobacco.

Every day, nearly 4,000 minors try their first
cigarette, and of  those, nearly 1,000 become daily
smokers.  Successful efforts to keep children tobac-
co-free until age 18 will reduce their likelihood of
becoming adult smokers to around 10 percent.   

In 2009, The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) was given the task of  regulating the sale of
tobacco products.  It has added rules and regula-
tions in an effort to make tobacco products less ac-
cessible and less appealing to the underage crowd.
The effort goes from federal, through the state,
right on down to the local level.

Federal law now requires large, readily visible
warning labels on all tobacco products and also
mandates that vendors check ID for anyone who
looks under 27 years of  age; vending machines are
restricted to adults-only areas, away from children;
vendors may not give away free samples of  tobacco
products, nor may they sell or give away items such
as hats or t-shirts with tobacco company logos.
They are also prohibited from breaking open packs
of  cigarettes or other tobacco products and selling
the items individually, a practice that would appeal
greatly to minors who might not have much money
to spend on tobacco products.  

State law now specifies the type, location, and
wording of  signs required within the retail estab-

lishment, clearly stating that tobacco sales to mi-
nors are prohibited.

At the local level, the Madison County Health
Department’s tobacco program has been surveying
five local tobacco retailers in Pinetta, Lee,
Greenville, and the I-10 area, to determine how fa-
miliar they are with the new FDA regulations.

The survey also assessed arrangements the re-
tailers have with their tobacco suppliers.  These
arrangements often exchange wholesale discounts
on tobacco products for prime advertising loca-
tions in the store.  To counter the influence of  to-
bacco advertising, retailers are being offered
tobacco-free functional items and posters to pro-
mote resources available to help people quit.  One
retailer wanted to also provide Quitline informa-
tion in their break rooms for their employees to

help provide them access to tobacco use ces-
sation resources. 

In combating the tobacco indus-
try’s advertising clout, Tobacco Free
Madison is working at the local lev-
el: to build relationships with
area retailers to help minimize
the impact of  tobacco advertis-
ing: to educate people, especially
youth, about the health risks as-
sociated with tobacco use; and to
get the word out about the free

help available to those who are ad-
dicted and want to quit.  
A smoker who stands in line at a

gas station to buy cigarettes who sees
the Florida Quitline poster prominently dis-

played nearby will know there is free help available
should he want to quit.  A minor who has no access
to tobacco products during adolescence has more
time to learn about the harmful consequences of
tobacco use and make an informed decision upon
reaching adulthood. 

In mid-December, Tobacco Free Florida re-
launched its website, www.tobaccofreeflorida.com,
to help Floridians quit tobacco, with the latest up-
dates on why you should quit and how to go about
it.  

In early 2012, the Tobacco Free Florida website
will also include sections on how you can help oth-
ers quit.

If  you would like to quit, there are several free
resources to help you:

Phone: Florida Quitline, 1-877-U-CAN-NOW.  A
Quit Coach will help you assess your addiction and
map out a personalized quit plan.

Online: The Web Coach,
www.quitnow.net./florida. You can create a web-
based quit plan that’s right for you.

In Person: Contact Preston Mathews, (850) 728-
5479.  You can sign up for Quit Smoking Now group
classes at your local AHEC (Area Health Education
Center) 

Finally, smokers who don’t manage to quit with
their first attempt shouldn’t be discouraged.  Nico-

tine is a powerful addiction, and most smokers
have to make multiple attempts or even try differ-
ent methods before they finally make the break.  

The important thing is, there is free help avail-
able.  Just ask.
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HEALTH

Minimizing the Impact of Tobacco
Advertising on Madison Youth

(NAPS)—Many Americans associate influenza
with the fall, but you may be surprised to learn that
during many flu seasons, influenza activity doesn’t
peak until winter or early spring. In fact, virus ac-
tivity peaked in February or later in approximately
half  of  the past 35 flu seasons. 

That is why the American Lung Association is
spreading the message about the importance of  in-
fluenza vaccination throughout the winter months
and beyond as part of  its Faces of  Influenza cam-
paign. Everyone 6 months of  age and older is rec-
ommended for annual immunization, which is safe
and effective and the best way to help prevent in-
fluenza.

With vaccination recommended and beneficial
into the winter months, make it your New Year’s
resolution to get immunized—it’s not too late, and
you’ll be helping to protect your health and those
around you in one simple and achievable step. After
being immunized, it takes about two weeks for the
body to develop a protective response to the flu vac-
cine. Parents—don’t forget that children 6 months
through 8 years of  age receiving a flu shot for the
first time need two doses approximately one month
apart for optimal protection.

“We are all ‘faces’ of  influenza and are recom-
mended by public health officials to get vaccinated
this and every year,” said Norman H. Edelman,
M.D., chief  medical officer of  the American Lung
Association. “It’s not too late for family members of
all generations to help protect themselves from this
potentially deadly disease through immunization.”

About Influenza
Influenza is a serious respiratory illness that

kills thousands annually in the U.S. and hospitalizes
even more.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommends vaccination for everyone 6
months of  age and older. Groups at higher risk of
developing influenza-related complications include:
adults 50 years of  age and older; children 6 months
to 18 years of  age; pregnant women; anyone with
chronic health conditions, such as asthma, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), heart dis-
ease and diabetes; and residents of  long-term care
facilities. The CDC also recommends a yearly vacci-
nation for those who come into close contact with
high-risk groups, such as household contacts, care-
givers and health care providers.

For more information about the importance of

influenza vaccination into the winter months and
early spring, visit www.facesofinfluenza.org.

Faces of  Influenza is an educational initiative
from the American Lung Association, made possi-
ble through a collaboration with Sanofi Pasteur.

Add A Flu Shot To Your List 
Of New Year’s Resolutions!
It’s Not Too Late For Family Members Of 

All Generations To Get Vaccinated Against Influenza

Faces of Influenza celebrity spokesperson Kristi
Yamaguchi makes influenza vaccination a priority
every year.
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Wanted: BAND SAWMILL
CALL 850-973-4004. IF NO 
ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE

NAME, TELEPHONE NUMBER
AND INFO ABOUT THE MILL

run, n/c

Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR
HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,

FL 32340. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 
federal law and 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 
discrimination, write

USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c

Commercial/Industrial
Property

with state highway frontage.
Corner lots. Fronts both
Harvey Greene Dr. 

& Highway 53 South. 
Enterprise Zone 

Natural gas line, 8 inch 
water main, access to city
utilities, fire hydrant, and
service from two power
companies.  Property has
easy access to I-10, via SR
53 & SR 14. Will build to
suit tenant or short or long
term lease. Call Tommy
Greene  850-973-4141

run, n/c

$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

For Sale: 
House & Lot

In the Town of Suwannee
Price reduced for quick sale
$60,000 net to owner. 2 BR/1
BA. Fully Furnished, New
Metal Roof, and New Paint.
Utility Building with Washer
and Dryer. Nice Fruit Trees.

386-719-0421
rtn, n/c

REAL 
ESTATE 

FOR SALE

WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Diamond Plate Alum. 
Pick-up truck tool boxes. 
Various sizes. $50 each. 

Call 973-4172 - 8am-5pm M-F
5/6-run, n/c

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
FOR RENT

Wanted: 4-wheel drive
tractor with front-end 
loader & backhoe. 

Call Tommy Greene 8-5
Monday - Friday at 973-4141

run, n/c

Piano lessons are being 
offered for individuals who
are beginners or veteran

players who wish to build or
polish their skills. Lessons

are one-on-one and 
reasonably priced! For more 

information, call 
(850) 464-0114 or 
(850) 973-4622.

6/18, run, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

$15,000. Discounts on 
doublewides. Must go. 

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Money to lend for 
doublewides & singlewides
with or without property.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Cash in a flash for your used
mobile home. Will come

look and make you an offer.
Call Lynn at (386)-365-4774.

10/26, rtn, c

Classifieds ........... Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

8A Madison County Carrier Wednesday, December 28, 2011 

ClassifiedsClassifieds
WorkWork
$12$12

(for 20 words or less)
Wednesday Wednesday 

and Friday andand Friday and
on the websiteon the website
Deadline For
Classifieds
3:00 p.m. 

Every Monday

973-4141

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
12/26/2011 THROUGH 1/1/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-0353 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25
Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25
Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100
Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

Mobile home financing
available for everyone. New
and used. Call Mitch and let

M.H.M work for you. 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

6 acres and 28x.80. 4 BR,
fenced & cross fenced.
Country living at its best.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

2 bedroom, 2 bath frame
house on 3/4 acre lot with 2
out. Building for sale by
owner. Down town Lee, Fl.
386-719-0421. City water.

Tax parcel I.D. # is 
03-1S-10-1057-000-000.
$59,000 price firm.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

2 bedroom, 1 bath frame
house fully furnished 

located at the mouth of the 
Suwannee, where the land,
sea and sky meet. Yard has
fruit trees and is fenced. 
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

191312-3285000K-0030.
Has city water, sewer and 

cable available.  
386-719-0421. 
$68,000.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

Dove Hunts
Now taking application and
orders for Dove Hunts 
membership in and 
around Day, Fl. 

Contact Marvin Buchanan
386-294-1211.

8/24 - run, n/c

Cambridge Manor 
Apartments

404 Sumatra Road 
Office 102

“A Community Reserved
For Elderly And Disabled”
1+2 bedroom apartments
handicap+non handicap
HUD vouchers accepted
central heat & air, carpet,

electric stoves and 
refrigerators, on site 
manager, laundry
facilities and a 

community room. 
Call (850)-973-3786. TDD
711. Rental Office on site.

Equal housing 
opportunity.

“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

10/5 - rtn ,c

CDL Class A driver needed.
Clean MVR & driving

record. Dry van and reefer
work. 99% in the Southeast.
Part time and full time 

positions available. Mixed
OTR and local work. Home 
on weekends. Great for 

semi-retired. (850) 973-2747.
Now offering health 

insurance.
10/7, rtn, c

Madison County
Farmer Needs Help
Flexible hours, $10/hour.
Call (850)673-1243

12/28 - 12/30, c

Peanut hay for sale; round
rolls; $35. Call Henry Terry

at (850)-673-7711.
10/26 - rtn,n/c

Firewood for Sale
Seasoned and split. 
Delivered to you. 
$100.00 a load. 
(850)-464-1230.

11/30 - rtn, n/c

Amana Dryer For Sale
Works good, but needs a

timer. $50 firm. 
Call 973-4141.

12/7 - rtn, n/c

Renovated 2-story,
3BR/2BATH house. 
Excellently located at

205 Shelby Street. Stucco 
Exterior. Convenient 

off-street parking. Free lawn
maintenance. $700.00. Dixie
Properties (850) 656-6340.

12/7 - rtn,c

Small efficient at 442 
Horry St. $300.00. 
Dixie Properties. 
(850)-656-6340.

12/7 - rtn, c
Adoption

ARE YOU PREGNANT?
Childless couple offers 
unending love/financial 

security. Stay-at-home mom/
devoted dad. 

EXPENSES PAID. 
www.adoption-is-love.com.

Lorraine & Daniel 
(866) 944-4847 (HUGS).
Business Opportunities

START NOW! OWN A RED
HOT DOLLAR, DOLLAR

PLUS, MAILBOX, 
DISCOUNT PARTY, 

DISCOUNT CLOTHING,
TEEN STORE, FITNESS
CENTER FROM $51,900

WORLDWIDE!
WWW.DRSS20.COM
(800) 518-3064

Financial Services
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT

CASH NOW!!! $$$ As seen
on TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit

Dragging? Need 
$500-$500,000++within
48/hrs? Low rates APPLY
NOW BY PHONE! Call 

Today! Toll-Free: 
(800) 568-8321 

www.lawcapital.com
Help Wanted

A Few Pro Drivers Needed
Top Pay & 401K 2 Mos.
CDL Class A Driving Exp

(877) 258-8782
www.meltontruck.com
Drivers- HIRING 
EXPERIENCED/
INEXPERIENCED

TANKER DRIVERS! Great
Benefits and Pay! New Fleet
Volvo Tractors! 1 Year OTR
Experience Required --

Tanker Training Available.
Call Today: (877) 882-6537.
www.OakleyTransport.com
Drivers: RUN 5 STATE 
REGIONAL! Get Home
Weekends, Earn Up to

39¢/Mi, 1 yr OTR Flatbed
exp. req'd. SUNBELT
TRANSPORT, LLC 

(800) 572-5489 ext. 227
Driver - Dry & Refrigerated.
Single source dispatch. No
tractor older than 3 years.

Daily Pay! Various 
hometime options! CDL-A,

3 months current OTR 
experience. (800) 414-9569.

www.driveknight.com
Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866) 314-3769
EARN COLLEGE DEGREE

ONLINE. *Medical, 
*Business, *Criminal Justice.
Job placement assistance.
Computer available. 

Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. 
Call (877) 206-5165 

www.CenturaOnline.com
Schools & Instruction

Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to
work? 3 week accelerated

program. Hands on 
environment. Nationwide
certifications and Local Job
Placement Assistance! 

(877) 359-1690.

Director of Allied Health
Programs (RN) wanted at
North Florida Community
College. See www.nfcc.edu

for details.
12/14 - 1/11, c

Mobile Homes for Rent
Various sizes

Cherry Lake/Pinetta and
Madison areas. 

Call Jack (850)-464-0776 or
Jennifer (352)-516-6012.

12/21 - rtn, c

Cottage on quiet 
farm setting.

$110 - $140 per week. 
Includes internet, direct T.V.

and all utilities. 
Call (850)-253-1222.

12/23 - rtn, pd
3 BD 2 BA Doublewide
Study, sunroom off master
bedroom, living room and
den with fire place. Sits on 5
acres. $800 monthly. 7 miles
from Shady Grove south of

Madison, Fl. Contact
Michelle (850)-363-7751.

12/28, pd

Got news
Straight from the
horse’s mouth?

We Do.
The

Madison County Carrier
& Madison

Enterprise Recorder
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All Legals are posted on line at 
www.greenepublishing.com

----Legals----

December 21, 2011.

12/21, 12/28

NOTICE TO PROPOSERS
The City of Madison, Florida, pursuant to Chapter 11.45, Florida Statutes and the
procedures of the City of Madison, is currently accepting Proposals for Profes-
sional Auditing Services.  The successful proposer is required to be an indepen-
dent certified public accountant licensed to practice in the State of Florida.  The
successful proposer will be required to enter into a three-year service contract with
the City.
Certified public accountant(s) who are interested in providing this service may ob-
tain a Request for Proposal at Madison City Hall, 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madi-
son, Florida 32340, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday.  Proposals must be received by the City of Madison in a sealed envelope
that is clearly marked, “RFP #2012-1, Proposal for Audit Services, no later than
2:00 p.m. E.S.T., March 2, 2012 at which time they will be opened and read aloud.  
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, in whole or in part, to
waive minor defects in the process and to accept the proposal deemed by the City
to be in the City's best interest.

12/21, 12/28

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENWORTH FINANCIAL HOME EQUITY ACCESS, 
INC., FORMERLY KNOWN AS LIBERTY REVERSE 
MORTGAGE, INC.

Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO.: 40-2011-CA-000419
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, AND 
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE 
ESTATE OF OCIE EDWARDS, DECEASED; ANY AND 
ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN 
TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF THE 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; UNKNOWN TENANT #1 IN 
POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY; UNKNOWN TENANT 
#2 IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #3 IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #4 IN POSSESSION OF THE 
PROPERTY

Defendants
___________________________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following Defendant(s):
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, AS-
SIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, AND ALL OTHERS
WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF OCIE ED-
WARDS, DECEASED
Last Known Address
162 SW GANZY AVE
MADISON, FL 32340

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the
following described property:
BEGINNING AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE ON
SOUTH SIDE OF THE SEABOARD COAST LINE RAILROAD WITH THE
WEST SIDE OF THE MOSLEY-HALL PUBLIC ROAD AND RUN NORTH
74 1/2 DEGREES WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID RIGHT OF
WAY 215 FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH 30 DEGREES WEST 747 FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER (SW1/4) OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF
SECTION 27, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST, THENCE RUN EAST
ALONG SAID LINE 240 FEET TO THE WEST SIDE OF THE MOSLEY-
HALL PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE RUN NORTH 30 DEGREES EAST ALONG
THE WEST SIDE OF THE SAID ROAD 680 FEET TO THE PLACE OF BE-
GINNING, CONTAINING THREE AND ONE-HALF (3 1/2) ACRES, MORE
OR LESS, IN SECTION 27, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST.

a/k/a 162 SW GANZY AVE, MADISON, FL 32340
has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of you written de-
fenses, if any, to it, on Marinosci Law Group, P.C., Attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is 100 W. Cypress Creek Road, Suite 1045, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
33309 on or before January 9, 2012, a date which is within thirty (30) days after
the first publication of this Notice in the MADISON COUNTY COURIER and file
the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plaintiff’s attor-
ney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for
the relief demand in the complaint.
This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, If
you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Persons with a disability who need any accommodation to par-
ticipate should call the ADA Coordinator, Jacquetta Bradley, P.O. Box 1569, Lake
City, FL 32056, 386-719-7428, within two (2) working days of your receipt of this
notice; if you are hearing impaired call (800) 955-8771; if you are voice impaired
call (800) 955-8770.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Notice
of Filing was mailed to all the parties in the attached mailing list.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this  9 day of December,
2011.

TIM SANDERS
As Clerk of the Court
By:/s/ Ramona Dickinson

As Deputy Clerk

12/21, 12/28

Serving Madison &
Surrounding Counties 850-971-5043

ROOFING SPECIALIST
State Certified Building Contractor & Roofing Contractor

License # CBC 1251818 / CCC 1328133
QUALITY GUARANTEE!

• Commercial / Residential - All Roof Types
• Fully Insured - Proven Track Record

• Free Estimates

Lee

BUSINESS CARD Directory

ATTENTION COMCAST CUSTOMERS
On, or around, January 31, 2012, the following channel enhancements/changes
will occur for current and new residential and commercial subscribers receiving
Comcast’s  Madison channel lineup (Madison County and surrounding areas). 

·   WTXL-Bounce will be added to channel 209 as a Limited Basic Service. 
·   WTXL-Weather, currently on channel 209 as a Limited Basic service,

will relocate to channel 210 and remain a Limited Basic service. 
*A digital-ready television set and/or digital equipment may be required to receive
certain digital channels or certain services.  Service charges may apply.  Services
not available in all areas, restrictions apply. For information about all of our prod-
uct offerings, please visit www.comcast.com.

12/28



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Sam Stalnaker, former principal of  Madison
County Central School, addressed the School Board
at their final meeting for the year, Dec. 20.  Speaking
as the new Coordinator for North Florida Career
Pathways Consortium that serves the six county
area of  Madison, Jefferson, Taylor, Lafayette,
Hamilton and Suwannee, he stressed the impor-
tance of  STEM/CTE coursework and the need for
getting more high school students into STEM/CTE
courses.  His presentation explained the Consor-
tium’s purpose and goals, asking school board’s help
and support in the Consortium’s effort to close the
STEM/CTE gap.  

The STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) gap he referenced was the differ-
ence between supply and demand for employees
who are “STEM-capable,” or proficient in such ar-
eas.  

Florida’s high schools are not graduating
enough STEM-capable students to fill the growing
demand of  21st century jobs in four different career
groups, Stalnaker told the board members. The four
major career groups that will be looking for future
workers are computer technology, mathematical sci-
ences, engineering/surveying and the
natural/physical/life sciences.  

According to the 2010 Florida Council of  100 Re-
port, “Closing the Gap,” by the time current high
school STEM students graduate from college, 9 out
10 new jobs may be in STEM areas.  The Florida K-
12 STEM Ed Report Card 2011 estimates that the
state will need to fill approximately 411,000 new
STEM-related jobs by 2018.

Part of  Stalnaker’s mission as Coordinator for
the North Florida Career Pathways Consortium is
to encourage more students to go into STEM studies
in preparation for future employment in one of  the
four growing career groups.  Careers in some of
these groups can command as much as $74,000.

“That may turn some heads,” said Stalnaker.  
Another gap is the CTE (Career Technical Edu-

cation) gap, or what used to be known as “vo-tech.”
Stalnaker described CTE as “teaching a skill set

for something the student can become certified in
and be qualified enough to apply for a job,” using as

an example, the job of  certified nursing assistant – a
student completing the CTE curriculum for certi-
fied nursing assistant would be able to sit for the
exam and pass, becoming eligible for employment in
that area.

“Not all our students want to go to college,” he
said.  “But all our students need a job.” 

There are 16 “career opportunity clusters” in
the CTE group, offering certifications in a variety of
industries.  Stalnaker highlighted several of  the
clusters that offered opportunities right here in
Madison, including: agriculture, food and natural
sciences; arts, A/V technology and communica-
tions; education and training; health science; infor-
mation technology; and law, public safety,
corrections and security. 

Examples of  specific jobs included electricians,
welders, cosmetologists, equipment operators, draft-
ing, surveying, animal sciences and agritechnology.

He also talked about a curriculum of  “founda-
tion knowledge and skills” that would make stu-
dents more employable, teaching things like getting
to work on time, ethical practices, problem solving
and working as part of  a team.

However, there are some issues, including a lack
of  knowledge and awareness of  the full range of  op-
portunities available through STEM/CTE, both in
and outside of  Madison. There is a self-perception of

CTE, leftover from “vo-tech” days, a perception that
needs to be improved and brought more in line with
reality.  There is a lack of  local role models in some
career fields that could help students visualize their
own goals for the future.  There is also a need for
more resources for recruiting and training students.

Students who want or need further training in
their chosen fields have a choice of  several institu-
tions within a 90-mile radius of  Madison, including
North Florida Community College, Suwannee-
Hamilton Technical Center, Taylor Technical Insti-
tute, FSU, FAMU, Valdosta State and Wiregrass
Georgia Technical College; additionally, students in
Madison and Hamilton Counties can pay in-state tu-
ition rates at Valdosta State and Wiregrass.

The Consortium’s mission is to increase aware-
ness of  STEM and CTE, creating partnerships be-
tween schools and the workforce, improving the
effectiveness of  current STEM and CTE programs,
and increasing the range of  choices available to stu-
dents.

The problem of  resources and budgeting is an-
other challenge.  Stalnaker is working on getting
some grant money and getting advocacy groups and
schools to support the Consortium’s goals to reach
families and students, closing the STEM/CTE gap,
as they prepare students to thrive in a future that is
closer than they may think.
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Closing the STEM/CTE Gap:  
Sam Stalnaker Addresses School Board

On Thursday, December 15, the MCHS FCCLA went to
Greenwood School in Jasper to provide the annual Christ-
mas Party with all of  the trimmings. FCCLA was accompa-
nied by the “The Knights, MCHS Jazz Band who played
delightful Christmas tunes to get the children in the holiday
mood, while enjoying the music the children were treated to
refreshments provided by the FCCLA members.

After the music and refreshment the children received a
visit from a very special guest, Santa himself, along with
Mrs. Claus and two of  the elves, dropped in to deliver a pre-
sent to each child and to visit the school’s preschool classes.
Various members had purchased the presents for the chil-
dren on an individual bases. So as the children’s names were
called members joined their child to help them open their
gift and visit with the child. This provided members with an
opportunity to spend precious one-on-one time with the
child.

FCCLA has been going to TMR School for over 25 years
we value the relationships that have been built with the chil-
dren and the staff  at the Greenwood school. This school is an
amazing place for the students who attend there. We would
like to thank “The Nights” for their participation in this pro-
ject and making this event extra special for the children.

MCHS FCCLA Travels To Greenwood School

Photo submitted

Playing the roles of Santa and his helpers were,
(from left to right) Alaina Pickles, Blake Webb, Kasey
Odom and Jacob Moore. 

Photo submitted

FCCLA members prepare treats for the
children’s party. 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