
 Lesson Plans 
 
Sir Francis Drake’s Attack on St. Augustine, 1586 
Prepared by Deborah Clark 

 
Intended Grade: Can be adapted for 4th Grade or older students 
 
Subject Areas: Social Studies 
 
Correlation to National or Florida Sunshine States Standards: 
 

 (SS.A.6.2.1)  
 

(1.) listens attentively to the speaker (including but not limited to making eye 
contact and facing the speaker). 
 

(1.) reads and organizes information (for example, in outlines, timelines, 
graphic organizers) throughout a single source for a variety of purposes (for 
example, discovering models for own writing, making a report, conducting 
interviews, taking a test, performing a task). 
 

 (SS.A.6.2.2)  
 

The student understands the influence of geography on the history of Florida. 
 

 (SS.A.6.2.3)  
 

The student knows the significant individuals, events, and social, political, and 
economic characteristics of different periods in Florida's history. 
 

 (SS.B.2.2.2)  
 

The student understands how the physical environment supports and 
constrains human activities. 

 
Objectives: 
 

The lesson plan is a one day mini-project that would be used as a part of a larger 
unit. It utilizes drawings of the Drake’s raid (1586) and a short text.  
 

The students will match an illustration to the appropriate text description, and glue 
this to a sheet of paper.  When complete, the papers will form the pages of a book. 
These will be joined and the students can design a cover.  

 
Approximate Time Required: 1 session 
 



Materials Required: 
 

 An illustration of Sir Francis Drake’s attack of 1586  
Copy may be found in the Maps section of the Spanish Colonial St. Augustine web site at 
http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/digital/collections/Teachers/maps.htm  
Details from it can be made from this image, or can be printed out from the sections contained 
in the web site’s Image Gallery. 
Excerpts about the raid can be taken from three online sources.  Teachers will have to assess 
them for reading difficulty. 
 

 For 4th graders, teachers may want to use the short letter of Menéndez 
Marquéz (provided) 
 

 Excerpts for older students (8th and above) can be take from:  
James Covington, “Drake Destroys St. Augustine, 1586,” Florida Historical 
Quarterly, Vol. 44, Nos. 1&2, 1965  
Copy may be found at http://fulltext.fcla.edu/DLData/SN/SN00154113/0044_001/44no1.pdf 
or from “The Illustrated Drake’s Raid” at http://mywebpages.comcast.net/calderon/illdrake.html 

 
Instructions: 

 

 Show an example of the finished product. 
 

 Explain that the students will have to find and use parts of a descriptive 
passage that match the images shown in the sketch. 
They must match the correct passage(s) to the correct image(s).  
(The teacher will have to separate text and sketches into handout format, and number 
either the sketches or passages according to chronological order.) 
 

 Matching sketches and passages will be cut and pasted together on the 
same page. 
 

 Pages will be put into time order using the numbers to form a book. 
 

 Pass out copies of the passages and segments of the map of the Drake raid. 
 

 Dramatically read aloud the complete story. 
 

 Then give students time to match passages with images.  
 

 Teacher can decide on other aspects of this mini project  
(i.e. students designing and executing their own cover picture for their book, writing a summary 
of the raid, etc). 
 

 Students may work alone or in pairs. 
 
Evaluation: 

 

 Teacher Checklist 
 

 (17) Short Response 
 

 (5) Classroom Work 
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