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during the period of construction all amounting to 27,800 rupees for each 3.9 

cusec tubewell have been ignored by the Panel members. Furthermore, the life of 

government tubewell has been taken as double that of private tubewells for 

which there is no justification [4, pp. 238-391. (see also, Table I on p. 372).  

The author has included the full cost of government tubewells and re

calculated cost of pumping water in Table IV of the report of the Panel members, 

assuming life of both tubewells to be 10 years. On this assumption the cost 

of pumping water from government tubewells comes out to be 44 per cent higher 

than private tubewells when the load factor is assumed as 25 per cent. However, 

government tubewells have been worked on a load factor of over 50 per cent. If 

this is adopted, the cost of pumping water from government tubewells is equal 

to that from private tubewells.  

2) There is no reason why farmers will not integrate the working of private 

tubewells with the working of canals. Already the farmers of Gujranwala and 

Sialkot districts where canal water is supplied only during the kharif season are 

integrating the working of private tubewells with the canal water and have 

attained the highest intensity of cropping [6, p. 261. It is simple: the 

moment, the canal is closed, the farmers switch on the tubewells. Dissemination 

of information about canal closures is good but is not absolutely necessary.  

3) As already pointed out, all canal water and tubewell water should be 

used on the best agricultural lands already under cultivation and not on re

clamation of highly saline soils. Such reclamation by government tubewells will 

only deteriorate the quality of groundwater by adding salts leached down from 

the soil profile.  

4) As previously stated saline and sodium-rich groundwaters should not 

be pumped at all. They would increase water supply but would cause deter

ioration of soil and reduce the total agricultural production in the country.  

5) The centrifugal pumps used by the farmers have a maximum draw down 

of about 20 to 25 feet. With private tubewells located in the upper reaches of the 

doabs and lowering the watertable to about 20 feet, and with drains lowering 

the watertable to about 7 to 10 feet in the saline areas, there is no danger 

of contamination of non-saline groundwaters with infiltration from saline ground

water areas. On the other hand, there would be some danger with government 

tubewells pumping water to 100 feet depth in non-saline areas and to 50 feet 

depth in the saline areas as proposed by the Panel members.  

6) In all areas where an adequate number of tubewells has been installed, 

the price charged by tubewell owners varies from 2.5 to 3.5 rupees per hour


