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250 feet to 350 feet. They are intended to provide water to an area of 600 acres 
or more each. The private wells are much smaller. Typically their flows are 
from 1 to 1.25 cusecs (2 to 2.5 acre feet per day) and their drafts are typically 
about 100 feet. The usual practice is for the private wells to serve an area of 
approximately 60 acres, or 1/10 that of the public wells.  

From an economic point of view, it is pertinent that the public wells are 
built with imported components for the most part, while the private wells use 
equipment of domestic manufacture. The private wells, therefore, economize 
on the use of foreign exchange and also contribute to the accumulation of 
domestic manufacturing capacity and experience.  

It is evident that the larger public wells are more efficient technically than 
the private ones. As will b. discussed more fully in a later section the deeper 
draft of the large wells slows down the rate of salt build-up in the groundwater 
reservoir which is an inevitable result of the vertical drainage entailed by either 
system. The larger wells with their larger and more rugged pumps and motors, 
are also more efficient mechanically. It is very difficult to compare the costs 
of the two types of wells. Ghulam Mohammad has done so [7] and come to the 
conclusion that private wells can pump underground water more cheaply 
than government wells. This finding, however, should not be regarded as con
elusive. The basic difficulty, aside from the fact that the government wells and 
the private ones are not in strictly comparable locations, is that different systems 
of accounts are used in computing the costs of the two systems of well. The 
cost accounts for government wells include charges for many items that the 
account for private wells omit, because the recorded cost for private wells 
incorporates only the out-of-pocket cost of the well owners. Costs of planning, 
supervision, and provision for contingencies, for example, are included in the 
government accounts but not in those for private wells, although the same 
economic functions must b. performed in both instances. A good justification 
can b- given for excluding the imputed costs of such functions from the estimate 
of the cost of private tub.wells. These exclusions do, however, impair the compar
ability of those costs with the cost of government wells. The government accounts 
include costs for draining saline effluent and for power transmission; private 
accounts do not. And there are many other similar items.  

With these reservations in mind, we have tried, in Table IV, to place the 
costs of water pumped by private and government wells on a comparable basis, 
relying largely on Ghulam Mohammad's data. Costs of drainage are omitted; 
they would be somewhat larger for the private wells than for the government 
ones because the quality of the effluent would deteriorate more rapidly from 
the shallower wells. All costs for the provision of power are included in the


