
Prior to 1969, all censuses were conducted by personal interview in a com
plete canvass of rural areas. In 1969, a mailout-mailback, self-enumerated 
national census was conducted. The change in survey procedure, along with other 
factors, contributed to the underenumeration problem, that is, an incomplete 
farm count, espe'cially for small farms (26). Conversely, overcounting sometimes 
occurred for large farms.  

Without adjustment of the census data to account for underenumeration and 
occasional overcounting, the number of farms reported differs considerably from 
another primary data source, namely the Farm Income Statistics of the U.S.  
Department of Agriculture (23). For example, the Farm Income Statistics re
ported 2.8 million farms in 1974 while the Census of Agriculture estimated 2.47 
million farms, a difference of 330,000 farms. 4/ To avoid confusion and main
tain the comparability of the census data with _USDA estimates, it was necessary 
to adjust the census data.  

The detailed adjustment process for the 1974 Census of Agriculture data by 
sales class and acre size is shown in append 'ix tables 2 and 3. In general, the 
adjustment process for acres and sales was te same. However, slight differ
ences result from the nature of the census data. Abnormal farms are reported 
separately by sales class, but are included in the number of farms by acreage. 5/ 
Since abnormal farms could be expected to respond quite differently from normal 
farms to factors that cause the changes in farm structure, they were excluded 
from the numbers for purposes of this study. Adjusted Census of Agriculture data 
by sales class and by acre size for years 1959, 1964, 1969, and 1974, based on 
procedures illustrated in appendix tables 2 and 3, are shown in tables 13 and 14.  

Projections 

The estimated trend equations, based on the adjusted census data in tables 
13 and 14, are shown in appendix tables 4 and 5. Projections of the farm num
bers by acre and sales size are shown in tables 15 and 16.  

Farm numbers by acre size are projected to decline from 2.9 million in 1974 
to 2.6 million in 1980 and to 1.7 million in 2000. The simple trend projections 
show the numbers of farms with less than 1,000 acres to continue declining, while 
those of 1,000 acres or more to continue increasing. Similarly, the number of 
farms by sales class is projected to decline from 2.9 million in 1974 to 2.6 
million in 1980 and 2.1 million in 2000. As expected, the number of small farms 
(sales less than $20,000) continues to decline, while the number of big farms 
increases.  

4/ The 1959 Census definition of a farm is used in both data sources and 
throughout this study (see table 1).  
5/ Abnormal farms include institutional farms, experimental and research 

farms, and Indian reservations. Institutional farms include those operated by 
hospitals, penitentiaries, schools, grazing associations, government agencies, 
and others.  
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