
in the 1964-74 period to 284,000 during the 1984-2004 period, a 40-percent de
cline in entries.  

Since only a few large farming operations will be required to produce the 

total farm output, many of the younger entries will be on small, part-time farms, 
and will depend primarily on nonf arm income sources. Expectations of nonf arm in
come will likely encourage young people associated with what are now marginal or 

inadequate size farms to choose nonfarm occupations. Therefore, farm numbers 
will continue to decline as fewer young people enter farming to replace older op
erators who leave farming.  

The replacement rate of young for old operators has been considerably higher 
for larger farms with sales exceeding $100,000 (table 11). But since there were 

so many more small farms, 90 percent of the entries from 1964 to 1974 were on 
farms with sales less than $100,000. By 2000, however, only about half of the en
tries will be on such smaller farms.  

Many of the small farms of retiring farm operators will be consolidated 
into existing farms, increasing the-proportion of large farms. These large 
farms will require significant amounts of'.capital. Therefore, the farming op
portunities will be limited to a few entries on larger farms. Many of the 
younger persons entering farming will probably do so on established farms as 
partners or shareholders with-other family members.  

Table 10--U.S. farm operator age distribution 

Age 1974 1984 1994 2004" 

Percent 

Less than 25 years 2.2 2.0 1.8 2.1 
25 to 34 years 10.9 13.5 11.0 11.2 
35 to 44 years 17.8 19.4 24.5 21.2 
45 to 54 years : 25.3 22.0 23.5 28.2 
55 to 64 years 25.3 24.1 20.6 21.6 
65 years and older 18.5 19.0 18.6 15.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Years 

Estimated average age 1/: 51.9 51.2 50.8 50.3 

1/ The weighted average was calculated from the age distribution by 
muTtiplying the weighting factor (the fraction of the farmers in each 
age group) by the midpoint of each age group. For the youngest age group, 
the assumed midpoint was 22; for the oldest age group, the assumed mid
point was 71.  

Source: Adjusted 1974 Census of Agriculture and age cohort projections.  
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