
Chapter 6 

throughout the year. Finally, a poultry-raising unit that does not produce a 
substantial part of the feed supply requires very little land. Unlike many 
livestock enterprises, the production of chickens is quite consistent with 
small, fragmented land holdings, provided of course, that other farms 
specialize in feedgrain production.  

In spite of these desirable qualities, it is important to examine the bio
logical and economic factors that limit poultry production in West Pakistan.  
In the first place, intensive or confined feeding of birds demands a high 
level of expertise in management. In Pakistan, fowl are generally scaven
gers and, as a result, rates of gain are low and egg production is meager.(10) 
Disease is an even more important problem, and at the present time, mor
tality rates are often prohibitively high. Given the small number or birds 
that can survive as scavengers because of disease and food shortages, it 
would be very unwise to recommend increased poultry production under 
present management practices.  

If poultry production is to increase significantly, changed methods of 
production and im roved management are essential. Chickens must be fed 
balanced rations, 11) and because of disease problems it is likely that even 
small flocks will require raised cages or pens. Unless the details of feed, 
water, ventilation and disease control are given particular emphasis, high 
mortality rates, limited egg product, and low rates of gain will continue.(12) 

(10) Egg production is about 6-8 dozen per hen per year in Pakistan versus 
15 to 20 dozen in the United States.  

(11) For an excellent discussion of (1) poultry nutrient requirements and (2) 
diseases which result from specific nutrient deficiences, see: National 
Academy of Sciences-National Research Council, Nutrient Requirements of 
Poultry, (Revised, January 1954).  

(12) In the United States, as late as 1951, the chicken mortality rate was 
an important problem. A survey of 46 midwestern flocks showed a yearly 
mortality rate of 29 percent per year. See: C. E. Bundy and R. V. Diggins, 
Livestock and Poultry Production, (Prentice-Hall, 1954) page 513.  
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