
Chapter 6 

Obviously, the profitability of reclamation will vary with reclamation 
costs, livestock fertility rates, carrying capacities, livestock prices and 
interest rates. Using reclamation costs of Rs 30 per acre, a carrying
capacity of 1 animal unit per 24 acres, an interest rate of 6 percent, and 
a net revenue per lamb of Rs 25, the benefit cost-ratio would be approxi
mately 1lto 1.( 5) Although the calculated ratio is low, current prices may 
not reflect the economic worth of sheep because of government control of 
meat prices. Real costs also might be reduced if the reclamation were 
undertaken as a public works project, using under-employed labor. Ac
count must be taken of these dynamic cost and demand features before 
final conclusions are reached about the absolute and relative profitability 
of range investment.  

The opportunities for producing supplemental forages in the non-irrigated 
but high water-table areas offer more promising economic returns -(given 
current reclamation costs and livestock prices). In Former Sind, much 
of the waterlogging appears to be the result of an inability to drain the 
percolation of water from irrigated fields. In fringe areas near irrigated 
cropland, moderate to highly salt-tolerang vegetation could be sown, such 
as seashore salt grass, common Bermuda grass, inland salt grass, switch 
grass, Reed's canary grass or certain species of woody plants or trees. (6) 
These forages, planted in blocks or in interceptor bands, could provide im
portant grazing lands for draft or commercial livestock with no additional 
water costs.  

Because there is here relatively more water for forage, the range
carrying capacities are much greater in these high water-table areas 
than in the 'dry-land" areas previously described. Limited experience 
in comparable areas of the southwestern United States indicates that such 
land could support one animal unit per 4-6 acres over a seven-month 
grass period. Though supplemental feed or forages would be required 
for the breeding herd during the dormant period of the grasses, a seven
month growing season should be sufficient to "grass-fatten" either beef 
or gro*ing stock. Seeding investments therefore, would appear to be a 
profitable investment in these areas, and costs would be recouped within 
5 years.  

(5) The Rs 25 are assumed to include Rs 20 for the carcass value of the 
animal and Rs 5 for the value of the wool. It is further assumed (1) that 
the wool clip of the ewe flock pays for the supplemental feed of the ewe flock 
(2) that on the average, 1 ewe produces 1 lamb per year, and (3) that one 
ewe plus one lamb equals~ animal unit.  

(6) Woody plants might also be used for fuel, thereby releasing more 

animal waste& for fertilizer.  
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