
Chapter 5 

A second limitation to this method is that it gives a generalized answer to 
what is, in fact, a collection of many questions. A production pattern for a 
region is not necessarily one that can be imposed on all individual farms.  
The physical, social and economic environments in which Pakistani cultiva
tors must make production decisions are neither homogeneous nor unchang
ing. Thus, there is no one best cropping pattern, but rather a variety of 
possible combinations whose worth will depend on how such patterns fit the 
specific situation in a given farm or village.  

Given these caveats, the value of these models is that they do show the 
income gains that are possible from changing traditional agricultural produc 
tion patterns. They also indicate the quality and form of data required for 
more refined analyses.  

The Results: As a first step in the analysis of the rural economy of Khair
pur, a solution was obtained for the basic model given in Table 5.18. The 
production pattern, shown as Solution IA in Table 5.14, differs significantly 
from that currently found in the region.  

Solution 1A would represent a complete reorientation .of the cropping pat
tern for Khairpur. Sugarcane and winter vegetables, in particular, enter the 
solution in a major way and contribute 87 percent of the Rs 44 million output 
for the area. Milk and meat production in IA are the other contributors. The 
total cultivated acreage is down about 25 percent relative to the present area, 
and there is, a grater concentration of production in the rabi season. (8) 

A number of conclusions are to be drawn from this solution. In the first 
instance, the production pattern given by the model is very much "market
oriented." The production of sugarcane and vegetables far exceeds the con
sumption needs of the area, while the production of cereals is below the sub
sistence requirements of the population. As a first approximation, therefore, 
the over 50 percent increase,(Rs 44 million vs Rs 29 million) in the value of 
the output suggested by the model is one indication of the gain that is possible 
in shifting from a subsistence -oriented to a market-oriented production pat
tern. Or put in different terms, the lack of adequate transportation, marketing, 

(8) Though there is relatively less water available in the rabi season, the 
evapotranspiration requirements are more than proportionately smaller. This 
is the major factor that explains the rabi concentration. Because the climatic 
condition during rabi are more favorable physiologically for the farmers, this 
concentration is probably desirable.  
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