
Chapter 2 

there is the matter of obtaining similar data for the application of irrigation 

water, and the need for selecting the best available crop varieties and the 

best available means of pest control. Finally, there are long-term research 

problems, such as the development of new practices, crop varieties, and 

animal breeds, which deserve attention, especially as the pattern of agri

culture changes with time.  

At best, a report such as the present one can only point the way for 

agricultural development. In the long run, the eventual attainment of West 

Pakistan's full agricultural potential will depend largely upon the develop

ment of a highly capable, well-trained cadre of professional agriculturists 

who, through research, creativeness, and ingenuity, can devise detailed 

methods for maximizing utilization of the land and water resources, and 

who have the ability to extend these methods to the farmers. This will re

quire the upgrading of agriculture as a profession, so as to attract prom

ising young people, and the provision of more funds for salaries, and re

search and education facilities. Certainly a country so dependent upon 

agriculture can ill afford not to spend a considerable fraction of its budget 

on agricultural research and education.  

Further Agricultural Diversification 

The per capita consumption of protein in West Pakistan is extremely low.  

Increasing the production of livestock, poultry and fresh-water fish are 

possible ways of overcoming the deficiency in animal proteins. Greater 

production of fruits and vegetables can also aid in improving diets and in 

increasing farm income.  

Changes in the agricultural production pattern along the above lines will 

require innovation and reorganization at the farm level. For example, a 

prerequisite to increased poultry production will be better disease control, 

while greater livestock production will require better breeding and increased 

forage and feedgrain output. Since further diversification involves costs as 

well as benefits to the farmer (and nation), a more thorough analysis of this 

subject is given in Chapter 6.  
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