
Chapter 1 

In Former Bahawalpur, almost all the cultivated land is under canal 
irrigation; the percentages of fallow land and of double cropping are 
almost the same as in the canal-irrigated districts of the Former Punjab.  

In Former Sind, on the other hand, nearly 41 percent of the supposedly 
cultivated land is reported a 's fallow and the percentage of double cropped 
land is small. Part of the land designated as fallow is probably only 
-rarely cultivated and some may have been abandoned. It is likely that 
salt damage and waterlogging, together with shortage of irrigation water, 
have reduced the area which the farmers are able to cultivate economically.  

Changes in gross sown area with time 

In recent years, the total gross area in the Indus Plain and the adjoining 
Potwar Uplands has increased fairly regularly at a rate approximating 1.3 
percent, or about 0.38 million acres per annum (see Table 1.13). The nine 
Districts with major canal irrigation in the Former Punjab increased at 
an average rate of 1.5 percent over the period 1949-59, or 0.19 million 
acres a year. In the regions under command of long -established canal 
systems, such as the Upper Chenab and the Central Bani Doab canals, 
the gross sown area rose by 1.7 million acres from 9.1 million in 1949 
to 10.8 million in 1959. In two Districts with newly -developing canal 
irrigation, Mianwali and Muzaffargarh, the gross sown acreage increased 
by 0.5 million, from just over 1.7 million in 1949 to more than 2.2 million 
in 1959. The area irrigated by the Thal canal increased from 0.1 million 
acres in 1949 to more than 0.6 million acres in 1959.  

In the older canal systems the increase in gross area almost certainly 
means that the volume of irrigation water per acre correspondingly 
decreased. This is a continuation of a long -established trend. Between 
1905 and 1950, according to Majid, (lS)the amount of irrigation water per 
aere in the Kharif season declined at a rate of about 1.1 percent per year.  
In the Rabi season, the amount of water per acre declined at about 0.55 
percent per year.  

(15)" Note on the Value of Delta for the Various Punjab Canals in the 
Rabi on 1950-51;" Irrigation Branch, Public Works Department; 
March 1954.  
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