
Chapter 1 

Milk production per cow is very low; approximately 1300 pounds per 
year for cattle and 1800 pounds per year for buffaloes. Laying hens 
average only about 6-7 dozen eggs per year. Perhaps 60 percent of the 
milk production is used for human food; the remainder is fed to calves.  

Variability in Production, Acreage under Cultivation, and Yield 

Wheat production fell from a 1950 high of almost 4 million tons to.  
less than two-thirds of that amount in the drought year of 1952. The 
acreage planted in wheat was less sensitive to environmental conditions; 
but the average yield dropped from 830 pounds per acre in 1949 to a low 
of 560 in 1952. From 1953 to 1960 the average yield fluctuated between 
660 and 750 pounds per acre, while acreage and production increased 
from 10.4 million acres and 3.6 million tons in 1953 to 12.1 million acres 
and 3.85 million tons in 1959.  

Maize varied in yield from a drought low of 800 pounds per acre to a 
1956 high of 960 pounds per acre. The production of maize fluctuated in 
a similar way. Barley production dipped to a drought low in 1952 of 92 
thousand tons from a 1949 high of 145. It went up to 158 thousand tons 
in 1958 and again dipped by 13 percent in 1959. Sorghum (jowar) 
production varied erratically from a high near 290 thousand tons in 1953 
to lows of 200 and 180 thousand tons in 1951 and 1957.  

The rice crop went from a 1951 low of 720 thousand tons to about 820 
thousand tons during 1954-56, and thence to a higher level, averaging 980 
thousand tons, for the years 1958-60. The area under rice cultivation 
during 1954-56 averaged about 2.4 million acres. Recently it has climbed, 
and reached a peak in 1959 of almost 3 million. Raw sugar (gur) production 
has fairly consistently increased, going from a low of 0.54 million tons 
in 1951 to a peak of 1.2 in 1958. Acreage planted to sugar increased more 
rapidly than production, and, correspondingly, yield per acre decreased 
regularly from a 1949 high of 3,160 pounds of raw sugar to a 1960 low of 
20380. Over the last eight years, cotton has shown little variation in yield 
from around 190 pounds of lint per acre. During this period, annual 
production of lint has also remained relatively constant, at 270 to 300 
thousand tons.  

The Pattern of Land Use 

In Table 1.12, we have brought together data on the cultivated and 
culturable areas in the different administrative Districts of the Indus 
Plain and adjoining regions. More than 30 percent of the total reported 
area is not culturable. Over the decade 1949-50 through 1958-59, an 
average of 2/ 3 of the culturable land was actually cultivated. As we 
shall show below, the area of cultivated land has been increasing at a 
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