
Summary 

rising at about 2 percent. Unless the rate of rise in production can be 
increased, food imports into West Pakistan alone should be over 3 million 

tons by 1970, roughly 1.5 times the present imports for the entire country.  

These dietary deficiencies reflect the fact that West Pakistan, as the 
rest of the Indian sub-continentJ has one of the lowest agricultural yields 
of all countries in which agriculture is practiced on a large scale. This is 
an especially disastrous situation in a region where 77 percent of the 
population.. lives 6fi-the land, and whose agriculture, such as it is, produces 
more than half of the people's income directly, and is the indirect source 
of most of the rest.  

So long as its agriculture remains at or below the subsistence level, 
Pakistan is condemned to increasing poverty. Although the country aspires 
to an industrial awakening, the expansion of industrial and commercial 
enterprises will be slowed by increasing demands for food, and by the lack 
of purchasing power in the agricultural sector for locally produced goods.  
Agriculture is the basis of the entire economy, and its fate is the fate of 
the entire country.  

The problem of agriculture in West Pakistan is both a physical and a 
human one. It is a problem of land, of water, and of people, and of the 
interactions among them. One of its aspects is the waterlogging and salt 
accumulation in the soil, caused by poor drainage in the vast, nearly flat 
plain, that are slowly destroying the fertility of much of the irrigated land.  
The area of canal irrigated and cultivated land already seriously damaged 
by waterlogging and salinity is close to 5 million acres, or about 18 percent 
of the gross sown area in the Indus Plain. Severe salinity damage is in
creasing at a rate of from 0.2 to 0.4 percent of the irrigated area per year.  
We have, however, found no reason to believe this rate is accelerating.  
(See Chapter 1).  

Waterlogging and salt accumulation are only one of the problems be
setting agriculture in the Plain. The scanty yields that hold the country
side.in poverty are not the consequence of any single deficiency. Even if 
all the saline land could be reclaimed, and future alienation stopped, the 
resulting increase in agricultural production would fall far short of present 
and future needs. Among the other deficiencies are: 

1. Shortage of irrigation water. Because of conveyance and other losses, 
only 34 to 41 million acre feet of canal water are available each year for 
consumptive use by crops in the 23 million acres of irrigated land. Although 
crops can be grown throughout the year, and both a winter and a summer 
growing season are traditional, the amount of water is sufficient to irrigate 
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