
of the only reliable sources of seed is the farmer's own reserves, which 
accounts for the pattern found in Table 12.  

Despite the relative scarcity of seed, some farmers were able to purchased 
sorghum seed. Thirty percent of the farmers interviewed obtained seed through 
purchases from other farmers as well as local merchants. However, most of 
these farmers were from Umm Ramad, where sorghum cultivation is quite 
extensive.3' Greater availTaiity of sorghum seems to allow for more pur
chases. In El Kharta and El Geifil, sorghum is less available, so farmers 
rely more on their own reserves rather than purchasing seed.  

The fact that a considerable number of farmers are purchasing all types 
of crop seed is worth noting. These seed purchasing patterns provide a 
means through which short-maturing better adapted seed varieties can be 
introduced into an area. This is especially true for millet. Development 
efforts aimed at introducing such new varieties should seriously consider 
farmers' seed purchases as a viable way to disseminate such crops. (This 
matter will be addressed later in the recommendation section of this report.) 

Chemical Inputs 

Our findings indicate that some chemical inputs are commonly used in 
farming in this area. These include seed dressings (e.g., Aldrex-T or 
Dawa Suwait), DDT and salt. Seed dressings help protect seeds from pests 
during planting. DDT is used to protect post-harvest storage of sesame from 
ants and termites. It is placed around sesame piles left in the field to 
dry. Salt is used to protect post-harvest storage of millet and sorghum 
from termites. It is placed under and around millet and sorghum drying 
piles (jurun) left in the field.  

Table 13. Chemical Inputs Used 

Type of Chemical Input Frequency Percentage 

D DT 25 63 

Seed Treatment Dressings 9 23 

Salt 6 15 
Total 40 100 

The findings indicate that 63 percent of the farmers surveyed used DDT 
in their sesame fields (Table 13). All used it around their sesame-drying 
piles to protect them from ants and termites. Four farmers also spread DDT 
around their sorghum and millet drying piles. Forty-four percent purchased 
their DDT from El Obeid (11 of 25) while 48 percent purchased it from local 

37 Eighty percent of the farmers surveyed from Umm Ramad grew sorghum and 
20 percent of the land cultivated was in separate stands of this crop.


