
7. landlord discrimination (not a serious barrier) 
8. credit discrimination (does not appear to be a serious barrier) 

Oelhaf (1978) examined the economic implications of a hypothetical large
scale shift to organic methods and concluded that the resources needed to 
expand organic farming appeared to be available.  

Cites USDA 1980 as the first national study, which concluded that 
research and educational programs should be developed and implemented to 
address the needs and problems of organic farmers and to enhance the 
success of conventional farmers who want to shift toward organic farming.  

Buttel, Frederick H., et al. 1986. "Reduced-input Agricultural Systems: 
Rationale and Prospects," American Journal of Alternative Agriculture, 
vol. 1, no. 2, Spring.  

Appear to argue for alternative agricultural practices to reduce erosion 

and run-off of chemicals and sediments to protect water resources.  

Conclude that: 

a) reduced input agricultural systems improve productivity by reducing 
the use of input, rather than by increasing output; 

b) farmers adopt nonchemical practices not for philosophical, 
religious, or ideological reasons, but to solve a particular production 
or animal or human health problem; and, 

c) comparative studies favorable to reduced-input agriculture have a 
key limitation, i.e. they generally fail to recognize that macro-level 
consequences cannot be accurately inferred from micro-level data.  

V 

According to the authors there has been no competent, comprehensive 
research on macro-implications of reduced-impact practices using 
reasonable assumptions.  

Cacek, Terry, and Linda L. Langner. 1986. "The Economic Imp:ications of 
Organic Farming," American Journal of Alternative Agriculture, vol. 1, 
no. 1, Vinter.  

Organic farming can compete economically with conventional farming in 
the Corn Belt and the semi-arid Northwest -- and established organic 
farmers are less vulnerable to natural and economic ris EFthan 
conventional farmers because their systems are more diver:sified.  

On a national scale, conversion to organic farming would reduce federal 
costs for supporting commodity prices, reduce depletion of fossil fuels, 
reduce the social costs associated with erosion, improve fish & wildlife 
habitats, and insure productivity of land for future generations, but 
would have an undesirable impact on the balance of trade.


