
50 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Altieri, Miguel A., James Davis, and Kate Burroughs. 1983. "Some 
Agroecological and Socio-economic Features of Organic Farming in 
California. A Preliminary Study," in Biological Agriculture and 
Horticulture, vol 1.  

Abstract: A survey involving a written questionnaire to 120 organic 
farmers and direct interviews with selected farmers was conducted to 

provide a preliminary assessment of the state of organic farming in 

California. A case study was made of.apple production systems where 

some of the organic systems appeared to. be economically viable. The 

lower yields of organic apples were offset by reduced input costs. It 

is concluded that expansion of organic agriculture in California is 
limited mainly by socio-economic factors.  

The authors draw the following conclusions from the survey: 

1. Organic farming is practiced by a minority of farmers in 
California. However, an increasing number of farmers are combining 
conventional and organic methods.  

2. Some of the surveyed organic apple systems seemed to be economically 
viable operations. The lower yields associated with organic 

technologies were apparently offset by reduced input costs.  

3. The main limitations to the expansion of organic agriculture in 

California are associated with socio-economic factors such as 
marketing, public acceptance, legislation and the lack of a local 
infrastructure that can provide credit, appropriate technology, 
information and resources to organic growers.  

Blobaum, Roger. 1983. "Barriers to Conversion to Organic Farming Practices 

in the Midwestern United States," in Environmentally Sound Agriculture, 
William Lockeretz (ed.), Praeger, New York.  

The relatively small number of conventional farmers who have converted 

to organic practices suggests that there are serious barriers to 

conversion. This study examines eight potential barriers, using 
information on how they are perceived by organic farmers who overcame 

them. Of the 133 respondents Z6% identified the main factor in their 

switch from conventional to organic methods as the influence of a friend 

or relative.  

Potential barriers to conversion identified were: 

1. lack of easy access to reliable organic farming information 
2. inability to get research done on problem areas (e.g. weed control) 

3. difficulty obtaining special market information 
4. market structure problems (e.g., small orders, long delays in getting 

paid, confusing certification standards, etc.) 
5. logistics and other problems related to products supplied by organic 

fertilizer companies 
6. weed control problems (research needed)


