
UNDER THE DOG-STAR.

not run or hide when they saw her coming, for she was very

kind, and would be a good friend to them. I told them she did

the cooking, and liked cats, and they promised me faithfully that

they would be very polite to her. Perhaps you will wonder how

I made Aunt Nancy understand where I wished her to go: I never

have any trouble about that sort of thing. First, I gave her gown

a little pull, and then I barked gently, and ran forward and looked

back, and by repeating these motions a few times I easily led her

to the kittens. I could see that they were trembling, but they kept

their word-they neither ran nor hid; and in a few minutes they

saw that she would not hurt them, and got over their fear. She

said just what I had told the Outlaw Cat, that there was plenty of

work for them, and that as long as they behaved themselves they

should be well fed. I made her look at the rat and mice, and she

praised the kittens for catching them, and told me to "fetch my

company to de kitchen at supper-time, and we'd see what was for

supper." Then she went back in great good-humor, and I spent

the rest of the afternoon in showing them over the place, and

telling them the best methods of rat- and mouse-hunting. I did

not think it was worth while to tell. them about muskrats and

moles, and things of that sort, for there were already so many of

us who hunted this strictly out-of-door game that I thought they

had better turn their attention solely to rats and mice. Two of the

three kittens told me that they would rather stay about the out-

buildings, and only come to the house for their meals, but the third
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