
EARL Y RECOLLECTIONS. 19

what Madame and he say to anybody, for it is nearly sure to be
something worth while. I am not so careful about the children;
for, although I love them all dearly, I must confess that they say
a great many foolish things.

This remark about prefaces came just in time. Of course, if I
take the trouble, with my stiff paw and dim eyes, to write an

instructive and amusing book, I do not wish any of it to be

skipped; so I have just written the preface part as if it were the

beginning of a chapter, and nobody will dream of its being a

preface until it is safely read. It is just-like taking a pill in jelly:

not that I have ever done that myself, but I have often seen the

children do it.

But I really am going to begin now, and in telling my story I

shall try to put things in as they come, without always stopping to

explain how, very often, I did not really understand about them

until long afterward. Of course I was very ignorant and foolish

when I was young, and especially before I knew how to read and

write. And even now I meet with many things which I cannot

understand at all, and the more earnestly I beg for an explanation

the more they all laugh at me, and say, "Jock really behaves more

like a puppy now than he did when he was young." So little do

they understand me. Only Madame and my Helen of them all

seem often to guess what I mean, and so, of course, I love them

best of anybody. Ah! there is nothing that I would not do to

please my dear, dear Helen and Madame.


