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FLORIDA MERCHANTS RAILROAD SEEKING
TO VISIT MARYLAND TIDEWATER OUTLET
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Baltimore Bargain House Charters Passen
ger Space on Seven Merchants and

Miners Ships

To advertise Baltimore and to carry
Florida merchants to the Maryland city
the Baltimore Bargain House has chartered
all passenger space on seven of the Mer-

chants and Miners ships sailing from this
port during July and August and is giv
ing free transportation to all merchants
who desire to make the trip The propo
sition is assuming gigantic proportions
as will lie seen from the following taken
from the Baltimore News of a recent date

All available space on the seven steam
ers of the Merchants and Miners Trans
portation Companys line chartered by
Jacob Epstein of the Baltimore Bargain
House to bring Southern merchants to
Baltimore has been taken but still the
requests for berts continue to come in
and it looks now as if Mr Epstein will
be compelled to charter several more ships-

if he wishes to take care of all the mer
chants who are clamoring for an oppor
tunity to take advantage of his offer

When Mr Epstein conceived his novel
plan of advertising Baltimore he figured
that 700 merchants would be a large num
ber for Georgia and Florida to muster up
for an excursion such as he projected but
in the first week after the announcement-
of his offer the inquiries began coming in
so thick and fast that those whom he had
put in charge of the excursion bureau
could hardly keep pace with the corres
pondence that piled up on them

Given Wide Publicity
This was due to the wide publicity

given the every paper pub
lished in Georgia and Florida devoting
considerable space in giving glowing ac
counts of the magnanimity of the Balti
more merchant That news of Mr Ep
steins offer reached every corner of Flor-

ida and that it has attracted no small
amount of attention is evidenced from the
following editorial in the DeLand News
published at DeLand a small interior
town of Florida

The average Florida merchant who
spends 3 a month advertising in the local
newspapers will have a chance to sit up
and take notice now that one Baltimore
wholesaler has chartered seven steamships-
to carry Florida merchants to Baltimore
during the summer and give them an op
portunity to buy goods from this wide
awake firm There are no strings attached-
to the offer of free transportation at all
You just say you are willing to
the Baltimore Bargain House does the
rest The merchants are not compelled to
buy anything from this house after they
arrive there or at any future time to
pay for their transportation Several De

Land merchants have accepted the gener
ous offer and will make the trip It is one
of the biggest advertising schemes ever

undertaken in Florida and will be the
means of introducing a great number of

projectalmost

goand

P

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

the business men to the officers of the M
M ships

First Boat Leaves July 16
The first steamer bearing about 100

merchants is scheduled to leave Jackson
ville on the afternoon of July 16 and
thereafter the sailings will be weekly until
the last of the seven vessels chartered
points her bow toward Baltimore

George P Nelson of the Baltimore Bar
gain House stated today that the project
had assumed gigantic proportions as the
demand for berths on the excursion steam
ers had far exceeded accommodations If
the inquiries continue to come in he said
Mr Epstein will probably make an effort
to charter additional steamers but it is
hardly likely that he will be able to get
them as excursions of this sort interfere
greatly with the regular business of the
Merchants and Miners Transportation
Company and they may not be able to
let Mr Epstein have the exclusive use of
any more of their ships We may how
ever be able to squeeze in a few more mer
chants on the steamers that have already
been chartered and in that way a number
of the merchants who are not now included-
in the 700 booked may be taken care of

INCREASING USE OF RED GUM

The lumber industry of the country has
been provided with much valuable infor
mation by the investigations which have
been made through the scientific study of
many species of trees against the use of
which there has been a prejudice for one
reason or other and from an economic
standpoint this is one of the most impor
tant phases of the forest work of the gov-

ernment
The latest discoveries of valuable qual

ities in a former neglected species resulted
after an investigation of the red gum
sometimes commercially called satin wal
nut which finds its home in the hard
wood bottom lands and drier swamps of
the South reaching its best development-
in the deep rich soil of the bottoms where
it often attains a height of 150 feet and a
diameter of five feet Were red gum im
ported from a distance and obtainable
only at a high price it probably would be
used extensively in the manufacture of
furniture cabinet work and interior finish
ing but being a native wood and low in
price it has been dsicriminated against
Gradually this objection is being done
away with and the demand for red gum
has increased very rapidly in the past few
years

The best grades of red gum clear heart
find a market almost exclusively in the
export trade though a small amount is
used in the United States for inside finish-
ing Practically 75 per cent of the clear
heart gum lumber cut in this country is
exported for use in Englandn France and
Germanyl for the manufacture of furni-
ture inside trimmings newel posts and

Continued on page 5
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Savannah Thinks Carolina Ciinchfield and
Ohio Railway Will Reach That City
A great deal has been written about

the Carolina Clinchfield and Ohio railway
the road built within the past two years
from the rich coal fields of the Big Sandy
river valley in Ohio and West Virginia-
to Bostick N C and subsequently to
Spartanburg S C which extension is now

under construction

For some time past there has been talk
that the road was seeking a tidewater out
let on the coast and Savannah immed

iately came to the conclusion that it was

the objective point of the road Rumors

in the railroad world now state that the
Atlantic Coast Line railway has acquired

control of the new line and this fact
strengthens Savannahs belief that it will
be the distributing point for the large
shipments which will be hauled from the
coal regions of Ohio and Virginia

Soon Reach Spartanburg
The Carolina Clinchfield and Ohio will

soon reach Spartanburg where connec
tions can be had with the Charleston and
Western Carolina which in turn connects
with the Atlantic Coast Line at Yemassee-
S C and then goes to Savannah If the
Atlantic Coast Line has really acquired
control of this valuable piece of property
and desires a tidewater outlet on the At
lantic coast the arrangement plotted by
Savannah in the matter of fixing that
city the logical point in reaching the sea
is somewhat of a long outoftheway and
expensive haul for a coal train especially
when the Atlantic Coast Line railway will
have an almost direct shoot from Spar
tanburg to Wilmington N C and which
by time way is where the general head-
quarters of the big system are located
with magnificent docking facilities and
terminals of a general character

Why Not Jacksonville-

It is a known fact just how the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad Company regards Sa-

vannah since the removal of its shops
from that place to Waycross If the
Atlantic Coast Line is going to haul coal
trains from Spartanburg to Savannak
Jacksonville naturally asks the question
said a prominent business man yester
day Why not make this port the tide
water outlet and this is not unreasonable
when it is considered that the system is
spending millions of dollars in the erec
tion of terminals on the St Johns river
at Talleyrand Jacksonvilles water trans
portation is unsurpassed by any port on
the south Atlantic seaboard and as tons
upon tons of coal are being shipped to
the countries of the West Indies as well
as Central America and South America
and which is only a mere bagatelle when
considered with the estimates of what
will be shipped in the future it is

to speculate that perhaps the Florida

J

logi-

cal

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

metropolis will come in for its share of the
coal shipments as well as Savannah

Savannahs Point of View
The following from the Savannah

News of yesterday is Savannahs point
ef view

That Savannah is the objective point of
the Carolina Clinchfield and Ohio rail
road can no longer be doubted

Upon good authority it has been learned

that control of this road has been acquired
by the Atlantic Coast Line and that Sa-

vannah is destined to reap the benefits of
the great coal shipments which will come
out of Western Virginia and down through
the valley traversed by the Carolina
Clinchfield and Ohio railroad

President George L Carter has writen to
prominent business in Savannah ad-

vising them of the latest steps his road
has taken He said in a letter received
here a few days ago that the Carolina
Clinchfield and Ohio had established con
nections with the Chesapeake and Ohio at
Elkhorn Ky on the north and that a
connection was about to be made with the
Charleston and Western Carolina at Spar
tanburg on the south

Significant Facts
The significance of these two facts be-

comes apparent in the light of the fact
that the Atlantic Coast Line controls the
Chesapeake and Ohio and the Charleston
and Western Carolina railroads It means
that the Coast Line will operate trains
over the road to Spartanburg
connecting there with the C and W C

and will then come to Savannah by mak
ing connection with time Coast Line at
Yamassee

4

This coalition of lines according to
well informed railroad authorities will re
sult in great shipments of coal being
hauled into Savannah and from this city
distributed over the various transporta
tion lines which reach out from this point
This important addition to the numerous
transportation arteries will almost insure
the establishment of a coaling station for
steamships coastwise and transAtlantic-
and will establish Savannah as a rival of
Norfolk in this respect

With the increased facilities for ship
ping coal direct from the fields of West
Virginia to Savannah this place will sure
ly become one of the most important dis
tributing points for coal on the Atlantic
coast Geographically the city is ideal
for this purpose and as far as

facilities go it is the equal of any
of the coast cities
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