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THE MERCHANTS AND MINERS
With the coming of deep water Jack

sonville is rapidly becoming one of the
most important shipping points on the

South Atlantic Coast and it is with pleas-

ure we chronicle the inauguration of the
steamship line between Baltimore and

Jacksonville
The Merchants and Miners line adds-

a very important busness to Jacksonvilles
already large coastwise commerce and con
nects two cities that are always on the
lookout for more business and that do not
hesitate to spend money to get it

We expect great things from the closer
relations with our sister Baltimore and
believe every city in this section of the
country will be benefited to almost as
great an extent as Jacksonville

TURPENTINE OPERATORS TO CEN

TRALIZE IN BEAUMONT

Beaumont Tex June 18 Beaumont
has been selected as the centralizing point
for turpentine producers operating on 28

000 in Southeast Texas and South
west Louisiana This acreage consists of

five different tracts of land and has proven
very profitable cupping The first cupping-

in Texas was made at Collins north of
Beaumont some years ago by the Western
Naval Stores Company but the industry-

as such dates back about 18 months In
1907 Texas produced 74350 gallons of tur
pentine and 7009 barrels of resin in 1908
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the production reached 200000 gallons of
turpentine and 30000 barrels of resin

The Neches river and numerous tribu
taries are well wooded the thickly tim
bered area often running back several
miles from the stream In addition to the
pine for which this section is famed there
is an abundance of ash hickory oak gum
and cypress The hardwoods are near the
streams and a great deal of this timber is
floated down the Neches river to Beau
mont where the milling is principally
done A recent rise on the river brought
down something over five million feet of
pine Some of this came down three to
four hundred miles distance as counted by
the meanderings of the stream The best
pine is found farther away from the
stream but a great deal of it is floated
down the Neches which furnishes an ex
ceptionally fine facility for assembling
timber

It is estimated that about 100000 acres
of the present tillable area of Jefferson
county is accessible to irrigation about
60000 was under cultivation in rice last
year producing from 10 to 20 bags per
acre according to the quality of the land
care and cultivation It is estimated that
there are something like 20000 in truck
and general farm produce and probably
5000 in orchard It is estimated that
about 40000 trees and 50000 figs
were put out the past planting season
which indicates the rapid development of
the fruit and truck growing industry
Pioneers in the business have found this
section ideally adapted to the growing of
some of the most profitable truck crops
Jefferson county farmers arc now shipping
produce in carload lots to the Northern
markets

Jefferson county has a splendid system-
of shelled roads which reach out over
Beaumont in almost every direction and
this is having the effect of promoting agri
cultural development Lands contiguous-
to these roads are being sought and many
acres of sod land has been put in cultiva-
tion tins year The roads are constructed
of shell enormous deposits of which are
found along the Neches river some miles
below Beaumont The shell is taken by
dredging like apparatus loaded on barges
and brought to Beaumont where it is un
loaded by most modern machinery and
sent out on the roads The shell and sand
business is quite an indudstry on the
Neches river A very finn grade of sand
is obtained alon gthe upper river and
and large quantities of it is used in Beau
mont and shipped to other points The
shell and sand is used extensively in all
concrete construction Trades

FOURTEEN FEET THROUGH THE
VALLEY

Somo More Deep Water Talk
For several years the people of ten

states in the Great Valley and of several

other states related thereto have been

agitating the subject of deepening the
channel of the Mississippi says the Mem-
phis Commercial Appeal At the water
ways convention held here there were
present Theodore Roosevelt the governors-
of twentytwo states and many of the
leading senators and representatives
Nearly if not quite onehalf of the peo
ple of the United States were represented
at that great convention The president
committed himself earnestly to the pro-

ject and since then it has had the in
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dorsement of President Taft and Mr
Bryan

There can be no doubt that the deepen
ing of the channel of the Mississippi so
as to give us fourteen feet through the
valley would add hundreds of millions of

dollars to the wealth and commerce of the
valley states and those contiguous Either
directly or indirectly every part of the
country would be benefited

The people of the valley are now con

fronted with an unpleasant condition A
board of engineers has examined into the
deep waterways project has found it

feasible and has estimated the cost

But instead of contenting themselves with-

a mere presentation of facts and figures
these engineers have cavalierly declared

that they do not regard the project as ad
visable

The question therefore presents itself
will the millions of people in this country
who earnestly desire to realize this admit-
tedly feasible project allow a small bunch
of engineers to checkmate their desire and
with a wave of the hand wipe out an en
terprise of more value to this country than
the Panama canal

We very much mistake the temper of
the people if they tamely acquiesce in the
dictum of the engineers-

In the first place when it comes to
estimating the cost or even the feasibility-
of a project of this kind engineers differ
like a lot of chorus singers Their judg
ment is reasonably good as to whether a
thing can be done but they seldom agree
how it can be done or what it will cost

The history of the Panama canal shows
liow variable and unreliable is engineer
ing opinion It was originally estimated
that the cost of a lock canal at Panama
would be 00000000 After DeLesseps
had been working on the canal for nearly-
a decade funds gave out and engi
neers estimated that about 150000000
more would be needed to complete the ca
nal on the lock system But French en
gineers differed among themselves as to
the cost some putting it 150000000 high-
er than others

The United States commission appoint-
ed in 1897 reported at first adversely to
Panama though it declared it feasible
Subsequently the commission pronounced-
in favor of Panama and declared that af
ter paying 40000000 to the Panama com-

pany the canal could be finished for 144
333358 These experts had it figured down
to a fine point and they only missed it
by from 150000000 to 200000000

Ever since we embarked upon the Pan
ama enterprise the engineers have been
flooding the newspapers with criticisms
showing the utter impossibility of con
structing a lock canal though the canal
commission had unanimously pronounced-
in favor thereof Before we had begun to
dig dirt an eminent engineer contended
that we could hardly hope to excavate
more than the French had done and that
accordingly it would take us about forty-
or fifty years to make the Culebra cut As
a matter of fact we are digging ten times
more dirt in a month than the French
company was digging in a year

We could multiply instances of the wild
divergence of opinion among engineers on
propositions of this kind but these are
enough to show that their opinions are not
worth a hill of beans except as to the
possibility of doing a thing
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LUMBERMENS ASSOCIATIONS CO

OPERATE WITH FOREST SER

VICE IN FIRE PATROL

Portland Ore June are be

ing formulated for a cooperative system of

fire patrol between the Forest Service and

the Lumbermens Protective Associations-

in Northern Idaho The Associations rep

resented are the Potlach Timber Associa

tion Coeur dAlene Timber Protective As-

sociation and the Pend Oreille Timber
Association The proposed agreement be
tween the several associations and the
Forest Service for patrolling the territory
that comes within the boundaries of till
National Forests in Idaho and the hold-

ings of the several private associations-
was unanimously adopted at a joint meet
ing of the officers directors and members-

of the several associations interested and
is substantially as follows

1 The secretary of each association-
is authorized to act With the District For
ester or his representatives in establish
ing cooperative fire districts Which

national forest and association lands
up to any reasonable or necessary limit
outside of the national forest determin
ing the acreage of the holdings of each
party in each district and establishing
upon the basis of such acreage a pro rate
share which each party shall pay of all
expenditures in addition to and not in
cluding the salaries and traveling expenses
of the men engaged on actual patrol work
which may be incurred in extinguishing
forest fires in that district

2 The agreement is to apply only to
national forest land and to lands owned
by the associations which are included in
the cooperative fire districts to be estab-
lished in the manner above prescribed

3 The Forest Service is to furnish such
patrolmen on these areas as are available
under its appropriation and the associa
tion will furnish not less than an equal
number for its lands on the basis of acre
age per man The supervisor of each na
tional forest shall make such arrange
ments advisable to avoid duplication of
work and to make the patrol by both par
ties most economical and effective

4 Every member of both patrol forces
in the cooperative fire district is to keep-
a vigilant lookout for forest fires and ex
ert every effort to extinguish them wheth-
er on lands belonging to the assaciation-
or to the govenrment The association and
the forest service shall furnish the ser
vices of all their available employees to
fight fires which cannot be extinguished-
by the regular patrol forces of the dis
trict The patrolman on ecah district is
authorized to purchase tools and supplies
hire temporary men and pay other ex
penses necessary to extingusih any fires
in the district

5 Each cooperative district will be
placed for purposes of fire fighting in
charge of an officer to be agreed upon by
time forest supervisor and the secretary of
the association This officer will assume
charge when present of all fires within
his district The first patrolman who
reaches a fire the officer in charge of the
district not being present shall assume
charge of the fire until such district of
ficer arrives

G The association agrees to give the
forest service the privilege of construct-
ing roads or trails across their holdings
not to exceed four fet in width for fire
protective purposes
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