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C H A P. phant amarchy may have in our own iflands. This is a fubiea
XII. which will foon force itfelf on the moft ferious attention of

Government; and I am of opinion, that nothing lefs than the
co-operation of the Britifh parliament with the colonial legifla-
tures can meet its emergency. On the other hand, if it be ad-
mitted that the objea is infinitely too important, and the means
and refources of France much too powerful and abundant,
to fuffer a doubt to remain concerning the ultimate accom-
plifhment of her views, in feizing on the whole of this ex-
tenfive country: if we can fuppofe that (convince at length,
by painful experience, of the monftrous folly of fuddenly eman-
cipating barbarous men, and placing them at once in all the
complicated relations of civil fociety) the will finally fucceed in
reducing the vaft body of fugitive negroes to obedience; and in
eflablifhing fecurity, fubordination, and order, under a conftitu-
tion of government fuited to the actual condition of the various
claffes of the inhabitants:-if fuch fhall be her good fortune, it
will not require the endowment of prophecy to foretel the re-
fult. The middling, and who are commonly the moft induf-
trious, clafs of Planters, throughout every ifland in the Weft In-
dies, allured-by the cheapnefs of the land and the fuperior fertility
of the foil, will affuredly feek out fettlements in- St. Domingo;
and a Weft Indian empire will fix itfelf in this noble ifland, to
which, in a few thort years, all the tropical poffefiions of Eu-
rope will be found fubordinate and tributary. Placed in the
centre of Britifh and Spanifh America, and fituated to wind-
ward of thofe territories of either nation which are moft valu,-
able, while the commerce of both nmuft exift only by its good
pleafure, all the riches of Mexico will be wholly at its difpofal.

Then


