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C H A P. objea of the Britifh minifters was avowedly to obtain poffeffiow
XI. of the whole of the French part of the country. That they

placed great dependence on the co-operation of the French in-
habitants, and were grofsly deceived by agents from thence, I
believe and admit; but they ought furely to have forefeen, that
a very formidable oppofition was to be expeded from the par-
tizans and troops of the republican government; and they ought
alfo to have known, that no confiderable body of the French
planters could be expected to riik their lives and fortunes in
the common caufe, but in full confidence of protetion and
fupport. In my own judgment, all the force which Great
Britain could have fent thither, would not have been fufficient
for the complete fubjugation of the colony. It is afferted by
competent judges, that not lefs than fix thoufand men were
neceffary for the fecure maintenance of Port au Prince alone ;
yet I do not believe that the number of Britifn, in all parts of
St. Domingo, at any one period, previous to the month of April

1795, exceeded two thoufand two hundred, of whom, except
at the capture of Port au Prince, not one half were fit for
a&ive fervice; and during the hot and fickly months of Auguff,,
September, and October, not one third (g).

PERHAPS

(g) The following returns are authentick.

Return of the provincial troops in the fervice of the Britifh government at St.

Domingo, ift January 1795.

Rank and file fit for duty. Sick. Total.

At Port au Prince - - 496 - 48 - 544
Mole St. Nicholas - - 209 - 38 - 247

St. Marc - - - - 813 - 321 - 1134

I18 407 1.925

Returm


