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objects in view, are not written in the fpirit of accufation againft C H A P.
men in authority; nor (if I know myfelf) is there any bias of XI.
party zeal on my judgment. I am far from afferting, that the
fituation and refources of Great Britain were fuch as to afford
a greater body of troops for fervice in St. Domingo, at the pro-
per moment, than the number that was actually fent thither.
I prefume not to intrude into the national councils, and am well
apprized that exifting alliances and pre-engagements of the ftate,
were objects of important confideration to his Majefty's mi-
nifters. Neither can I affirm, that the delays and obitrutions,
which prevented the arrival at the fcene of adion of fome of the
detachments, until the return of the fickly feafon, were avoid-
able. A thoufand accidents and cafualties continually fubvert
and overthrow the beft laid fchemes of human contrivance. We
have feen confiderable fleets detained by adverfe winds, in the
ports of Great Britain for many fucceffive months, and powerful
armaments have been driven back by ftorms and tempefts, after
many unavailing attempts to reach the place of their deftination.
Thus much I owe to candour; but, at the fame time, I owe it
alfo to truth to avow my opinion, that in cafe no greater force
could have been fpared for the enterprize againft St. Domingo,
the enterprize itfelf ought not to have been undertaken *. The

* If, from the ill fuccefs which has attended the attack of St. Domingo, a jufti-

fication of the original meafure hall be thought neceffary, it ought not to be over-

looked, that General Williamfon, amiong other motives, had alfo ifrong reafon to

believe, that attempts were meditated by the republican commiffioners on the

ifland of Jamaica. He therefore, probably thought, that the moft certain way of

preventing the fuccefs of fuch de'igns, was to give the commiffioners fufficient

employment at home.-I write this note in juftice to a diftinguidhed officer, than
whom no man living has deferved better of his country. f -F, '. /. fI. " '
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