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C H A P. the town of Port au Prince has already been noticed. Un-
XI. healthy in itfelf,'it is furrounded by fortified heights, which

command both the lines and the harbour ; and thefe heights are
again commanded by others. Here, the enemy, on their retreat
from the town, made their fland, in the well-founded confi-
dence of receiving regular fupplies of men, ammunition, and
neceffaries from Aux Cayes, a fea-port on the fouthern coaft,
diftant only from Port au Prince by a very eafy road, about
forty miles (a). No part of St. Domingo poffefies a more ready
communication with the French Iflands to windward, or with
the flates of America, than the port laft mentioned; and from
both thofe fources, reinforcements were conftantly poured into
the enemy's camp. On this account the Britifh commanders
found it indifpenfibly neceffary to ftrengthen the lines, and raife
additional intrenchments and works on that fide of the town /
which fronts the mountains. Thus a moft fevere and unufual
burthen was impofed on the foldiers. They were compelled,
with but little intermiflion, to dig the ground in the day, and
to perform military duty in the night; expofed, in the one cafe,
to the burning rays of the fun in the other, to the noxious

dews and heavy rains of the climate. Such extraordinary and i

(a) The harbour of Aux Cayes was guarded by two fmall forts, each of which
was furnifhed with only fix pieces of cannon, and a fmaller battery, which
mounted only five pieces. The number of white inhabitants belonging to the

town were computed at eight hundred; but the people of colour had taken poffeflion

of it the latter end of 1792, and Andrew Rigaud, a Mulatto, was made com-
mander in chief and governor-general of the fouth fide of the French part of St.
Domingo. His power was abfolute, and his brother, of the fame colour, was ap-
pointed next in command. Thefe men were invefted with this authority by the
two commiffioners, Polverel and Santhonax.
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